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ANNUAL REPORT OF‘TE! MISSION AT
BANGKOK.

Mr. Goddard, in bebalf of his associates, has
submitted to the Board the following report on
the mission at Bangkok, for the year ending
Jdan. 1, 1841. Intelligence, it will be perceived,
bas reached us from this mission several
months Jater than the date of this report ; still
it is in season, irasmuch as the next report
cannot reach us under four or five months from
this date, and it will be found to be highly
interesting to all who may wish to learn
the actual state of the mission.

As another year has now drawn to

a close, you will of course expect from
us some account of our labors, and of
the success which bas attended them.
And here it becomes us most grateful-
ly to acknowledge the good providence
of God in sparing the lives of us all,*
and in bestowing on us such a degree
- of health, that with comparatively few
exceptions, we have been able to de-
vote ourselves incessantly to our la-
bors ; and especially, that now we
may close the old, and commence a
new year without the voice of sickness
being heard among us. During the
past year we have felt our hands much
weakened by the absence of our be-
loved br. Jones, and our endeared sis-
ter Reed. We hope, owever, that the
former, having accomplished much for
the premotion of eur cause in Ameri-
ca, is afready on his way to our assist-
ance ; and we fondly cherish the ex-
pectation of greeting with him other
brethren and fellow laborers who shall
have been sent to our relief. We at
the same time deeply sympathise with

* Mr. Slafter died ou the 7th of April fol-
bowing.—Ep.
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our beloved sister Reed, both in the
providence which called her to leave
her chosen field of labor, and especial-
ly in that which since her departure
has broken off the last bud of hope,
and left her to return alone to her na-
tive land. Surely she may be ready to
say with Naomi, “Call me Mara, for the
Lord hath dealt very bitterly with me.”
We hope however she will have much
occasion to speak even of mercy and
to say, “he hath doue all things well.”
We doubt not that she will receive
both from the Board and also from the
churches all the sympathy due to one
who formerly left all that the youthful
heart holds dear, in obedience to the
call, “Go teach all nations,” aud who, -
after having labored for a time, and
been bereft of her husband and chil-
dren, enfeebled in health, and broken
in bodily conatitution, has reluctantly,
and with tears, yielded to a call in the
providence of God no less plain and
decisive than the former, to return to
ber native land. Though our ranks
have been thus thinned, we have en-
deavored to hold on our way, and
bave to some extent experienced the
fulfilment of the promise, that such
shall wax stronger and stronger, in the
arrival of br. and sister Goddard from
Singapore, (Oct. 16th,) as well as in
the other blessings with which a kind
providence has crowned our labors.

The Siamese department— Public wor-
ship.

In the Siamese department during

“the past year, daily morning worship

and one regular service on the Sab-
bath have been sustained in the chapel
by br. Davenport ; the average nnmber
of attendants at the former has heen
about 15, and at the latter 20 and 30
adults, beside the children of the



school. Br. Slafter has also, during
the last half of the year, maintained
morning and evening worship at his
bouse attended by those in his employ-
ment, and others who occasionally eall.

Printing and distribution of the scriptures
and tracts.

The printing, binding, and foundry
establishments have eontinued through
the year in suecessful operation, and
editions of the following tracts in
Siamese have been printed, viz: The
Gospel by Matthew and by Mark ; The
Acts; Sermen on the Mount; Para-
bles of Christ ; History of Daniel ; also
that of Moses and Joseph ; and a broad
sheet containing a parable by Mrs.
Jones ; beside a Siamese and English
Vocabulary. These tracts have been
distributed to persons calling at our
bouses, from five to fifty, with an ave-
rage of perhaps fifteen daily. Br.
Davenport has also gone out regularly
on the Sabbath, and distributed tracts,
ussisted by the men employed in the

rinting office. Br. Slafter and wife

ave also usually spent a portion of
the Sabbath in like manner. Four or
five hundred tracts have ;thus usually
been distributed on every Sabbath.
Beside this, in March brethren Daven-
port and Slafter inade a northern tour
of one hundred miles to Phra Bat, the
strong-hold of paganism, where they
profess to show a footstep of their ged,
Gaudama. This journey occupied six
days, and about three thousand Siam-
ese, and half as many Chinese and
Peguan tracts were distributed at the
numerous villages which line the
banks of the Meinam.

In September, br. Slafter, in compa-
ny with br. Buel of the General As-
sembly’s Board, made ‘a western tour
of one hundred miles in six days, and
distributed about three thousand tracts,
one third of which were Chinese and
Peguan.

To November br. Slafter and wife
made a northern tour, passing up the
Ta-Chin (a river a little to the west of
the Meinam) and returning down the
Meinam. They were absent eighteen
days, and distributed between three
and four thousand tructs. In Deec.
br. Davenport visited several places on
the N.E. coast of the Gulf of Sian, and
then directed his course for 8iri point
on the N.W. coast, but was driven
ashore Ly several adverse circumstan-
ces, about fourteen iles this side of
the place of their destination—and
detained there for several days. This
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however in the end seemed a favorable
providence, for he found the place a
eentral point, where he met persons
from several peighboring villages, and
found that they were so anxious to ob-
tain tracts that in some instances the
few books which had found their way
to those regions were bought, at from
thirty te fifty cents apiece. In this
place br. D. distributed abeut three
thousand tracts. - If indeed it was the
hand of the Lord that forced him to
stop here contrary to his inteuntions,
we may hope that the ground was
prepared, and that the seed thus sown
will spring up, and bring forth much
fruit. Br. D. was abseut eleven days,
and distributed about seven thousand
tracts, one fourth of which were Chi-
nese. Beside the abhove tours, br. and
sister Slafter have just gose on an
eastward tour, the resulta of which
will be laid before you at a future time.

In all these tours the brethren have
experienced much of the good provi-
dence of God, and have met many in-
teresting circumstances, which will be
more fully laid before you in their
journals. They have also done much
to explore the country, and have be-
come fully satisfied that here is a broad
field, and room for many laborers, and
that great, very great multitudes of souls
are perishing for want of the bread
of life. Rumers have recently gone
abroad that the king intends to puta
stop to these tours, and that he has
already issued orders to have the men
who assist in our conveyance whipped.
We have not however yet received any
orders from the king, aud have reason
to believe that the reports were started
by some enemy to the cause of Christ.
We trust the truth will be spread
abroad over the whole kingdom, and
that the power of man will not be able
to preveat it from operating to the sal-
vatior of many souls.

[
Operations of the school.

The Siamese school has continued
through the year under the care of
Mrs. Davenport. The average number
of scholars has been six, present num-
ber five. They are instructed in read-
ing and writing Siamese ; and in read-
ing, writing, arithmetic, and geogra-
phy, in English., Most of them under-
stand Englieh sufficiently to join in
reading at family worship. In arith-
metic one (who is abeut -sixteen years
of age) hus advanced as far as simple
proportions ; the others have not gone
beyond the first three simple rules.
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Reflections on this department of the mis-
ston— First Siamese conveyt.

Such is a brief outline ef our labors
in the Siamese department. Nor have
these labors, feeble as they have been,
proved entirely unsuccessful. Much
has certainly heen accomplished in the
general diffusion of so large an amount
of religious knowledge by means of
tracts, which have been carried to al-
most every part of the empire, and by
conversations which have Leen held
with persoans belonging te almost every
part of the country. Besides this,
there are large numbers of Siamese
who have been connected with us
as teachers, laborers, domestics or
scholars, who have regularly attended
our religious exercises, and have thus
obtained a tolerably ecorrect uader-
standing of christianity. These, as
they mingle with their friends, natu-
rally spread abroad this knowledge,
and thus the leaven is kept operating,
and the truth which is mighty through
the power of the Spirit, is doing its
work, and gradually bringing about a
result by which God will be glerified,
and many souls saved.

As to actual conversions to chris-
tianity, this mission has ever labored
under great discouragements. The
people seem peculiarly indisposed to
consider the claims of a new religion,
or even, if conviuced of its truth, to act
according to that conviction. This
results partly from their natural indo-
lence, which is manifested in all their
actions, and renders them peculiarly
averse to mental effort; and in conse-
quence of which they prefer to rest
satisfied with the most vague ideas,
and without any definite opinion as to
the truth of a subject, rather than take
the trouble to examine. There is also
such a servile connection between the
lower and the higher classes, that the
mass of the people can scarcely be
said to have a mind of their own. In-
dependence of thought or action is
unknown among them. They have
but little inducement to examine any
subject, since whatever might be the
result, the fear of displeasing their
masters would prevent them from
changing their opinions or course of
conduct. Hence, as before said, we
have not been encouraged by seeing
multitudes of the Siamese turning to
the Lord. To such an extent do the
influences of which we have bheen
speaking operate, that the Catholic
missionaries who have been laboring
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here for some time, and have made
many converts among the Chinese,
have given up the Siamese as a hope-
less people. Having for a long time
labored for them without success, they
have now directed their efforts to other
quarters. And until recently there
was not in the kingdom, a Siamese
who professed to be a disciple of Je~
sus.* But thanks to God, that can no
longer be said, and may it never again
be true. On the second Sabbath in
December the first convert having
been publicly exatnined and approved,
followed the Savior in the ordinance
of baptism—his case is quite interest-
ing as coming out alone. He has been
sometime employed in the printing
office, and has had opportuaity to gain
considerable religious knowledge.—
Truly the conversion of one such soul
more than repays all the poor efforts
we have ever put forth. But the im-
portance of this event is greatly mag-
nified by its bearing on the people.
There have for some time been num-
bers who have professed to be con-
vinced of the truth of christianity, but
no one seemed ready to be the first to
come out on the Lord’s side. It has
been moreover feared that a profession
to christianity would expose to perse-
cution and death. But the way has
now been opened ; an example is set,
and it will soon be proved whether a
native christian will be allowed to live
here or not. We have hopes that this
is but a “first fruits” of a most plentiful
harvest. God grant that these hopes
may spdadily be realized.

Chinese depariment—tendance on pub-
lic worship.

In the Chinese department daily
morning and evenin%worship has been
maiotained by br. Dean, attended by
about a dozen adults, besides the chil-
dren of the school. On the Sabbath,
worship has been attended in the cha-
pel mornings, and prayer meeting at
br. Dean’s house in the middle of the
day ; and at four p. m., & meeting at the

* Sometime since a Siamese who had been
employed here by Mr. Jones as teacher, and
who panied him to M y baptized
by Rev. Mr. Dyer—he is now residiug at Sin-
gapore, and continues to give some evidence
that he is a child of God. sides, there have
been at different times some two or three con-
cerning whom our brethren of the A. B. C. F.
M. have felt somewhat encouraged to hope
that they were truly children of God—but none
have given such evidence, as that our brethren
have felt at liberty to admit them to the privi-
leges of the chureh.
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house kept for the purpose at the ba-
zar. In the morning the congrega-
tion varies from twenty-five to thirty-
five, beside the children of the school.
In the afternoon the number is some-
what lees. Beside the devotional ex-
ercises of our worship, a portion of
scripture is sometimes read and ex-
plained, and sometimes a single text is
unfolded in the form of a sermon.

Observance of monthly concert.

On the first Sabbath in each month,
the prayer meeting is conducted as a
monthly missionary concert. On the
first Sabbath in Dec. (the day on which
this arrangement was recommenced, it
baving been discontinued since the
absence of br. Dean when on his visit
to China,) the meeting was quite inter-
esting, and the contribution at the
close amounted to $4,27. In view of
the small number and general poverty
of the members of the church, we con-
sidered this a very encouraging com-
mencement. In what manner the
church will prefer to have these con-
tributions expeuded is not yet decided ;
perhaps in employing sume of the

~ more advanced of the native converts
to distribute tracts and converse with
the people, both here in Bangkok aud
also in the surrounding villages. In
this way the gospel may be carried to
many places where we cannot go—
either on account of prohibitions frotn
government, which would not affect
native converts, or because of our ina-
bility to endure the effects of the cli-
mate as well as they.

Additions to the church—Two young men
of promise as native assistants.

During the past year six Chinese
have been added to the church by bap-
tismn, four on May 31, and two on Oc-
tober 11, making the whole number of
native converts now living, including
one who has returned to China, with
whom we correspond, and also the
Siamese convert, of whom we spoke
above, sixteen. In this little circle of
converts are two young men of good
talents und education, who are em-
ployed as teachers; ope, br. Dean’s
private teacher, has been a member of
the church about three years, and has
for some time been employed to some
extent as an assistant missionary. He
manifests a very encouraging anxiety
to improve in religious knowledge,
and has already become able to ex-
plain correctly most of the New Tes-
tament, and has gotten a general un-
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derstanding of the Old. His disconrses
show that he possesses talents suited to
the work of an evangelist. He lLas for
some time taken his turn with br.
Dean in conducting the exercises of
worship on the Sabbath. The other
young man is the school teaeher, who
was baptized in October last. In tal-
ents and promise of future usefulness
he is not perhaps inferior to the other,
but wants his experience and knowl-
ledge of the scriptures. From these
two converts we expect, with the hless-
ing of God, much in reference to the
building up of the cause of Christ in
this place, and it is by no means im-
possible that before China shall be
opened to foreign missionaries, these
young men may spread the gospel far
and wide among their countrymen.
We sincerely hope that should the
time eome when our little church shall
be called to send missionaries to Chi-
na, the churches in America will not
be backward to lend a helping hand,—
or if we soon become couvinced that
the interests of Zion here demand that
these two or any others of our native
brethren be instantly employed as
evangelists, we most sincerely hope
that the Board will not be obliged to say
we have no money for their support.
We believe that it is from the good
hand of the Lord that we have receiv-
ed these two members of our church,
and that in giving them he promises
good to this people. We however feel
it our duty to be cautious in promoting
them, and shall endeavor to cultivate
in them a spirit of deep piety, and to
enlarge as much as possible their
knowledge of the holy scriptures.
Besides those who have been bap-
tized there are a few who may be con-
sidered enquirers—two have requested
baptism—oune case is quite promising
—of the other we have more fears.

Printing and distribution— Desirableness
of employing native assistants.

We have during the year published
editions of the Enquirer's Guide; a
Temperance Tract; and the History of
Elijah. The tempgrance tract was

repared to meet the present exigency ;
intemperance prevails to an alarming
extent since the suppression of opium.
Besides these we have purchased of
the mission of the A. B.C.F. M. at
Singupore 4054 tracts of different kinds,
and have received gratuitously from
the same mission 8,397 tracts publish-
ed at the expense of the Am. Tr. Soc.,
also 330 from Mr. Guizlaff. Many of
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these tracts remain still on hand. The
junks from China, which regularly
come here in large numbers about the
first, and return about the middle of
every year, were fully furnished with
tracts. We have also endeavored to
spread them abroad through the vari-
ous parts of the city, and have given
large numbers to the boatmen who
come with sugar from various parts of
the country. The brethren of the
Siamese department have also spread
abroad large numbers of Chinese tracts
during their tours to different parts of
the country. We thiuk, however, that
if our time and health would permit,
or if the Board were able to furnish
us the means for employing native as-
sistants the business of tract distribn-
tion and free friendly conversation
with persouns of all clusses at their own
houses, might be pursued to a much
greater extent than it now is, to good
advantage. Something of the kind is
necessary to rouse up the attention of
the people, and lead them to come and
hedr the gospel. The usefulness of
our Sabbath exercises, which are now
contined to a very limited number of
hearers, would be greatly increased, in-
asmuch as larger congregations would
be gathered by these means. At pres-
ent we often feel that we are luboring
at disadvantage. Weare not able our-
selves, in addition to attending to all
the duties which devolve on us here
on our premises, to go into all the lanes
and streets and compel them to come
in: and without such compulsion we
must ever expect the number of en-
quirers and of attendants on our re-
ligious exercises will be small—and
our labors, sufficiently arduous to con-
vey the knowledge of the truth to large
multitudes, benefit only a few. We
ofteu feel very anxious to enlarge our
plans of labor, so as to lay the truths
of the gospel before the minds of this
whole people immediately, and to keep
it so constantly before them as to give
them no peace until they yield to its
claims ; but we find ourselves limited
both in the measure of our own ability,
and also in the means for calling in
others to our assistance.

Condition of the school.

The Chinese school at present con-
tains nine boys and three girls, nine of
whom are boarders. The average
number of attendants, during the year,
bas been ten. They have been in-
structed in the Chinese literature by a
native teacher, and in the scriptures
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and arithmetic by Mrs. Dean—and
since the arrival of br. and sister God-
dard, they have been instructed in
reading and writing English, with very
encouraging success. ‘The scholars
attend afl our religious exercises, and
many of them have acquired a consid-
erable amount of biblical knowledge,
but as yet we see no special fruit in
their conversion.

Aside from the labors which have
been detailed, and various others which
cannot easily be mentioned, our time
has been occupied in the study of the
languages to which we are devoted.
Some of us find study to be our chief ’
labor for the present, and all of us find
that our work in this department must
be coéxtensive with our lives. 'To be-
come able to use a foreign language
with fluency and effect, is a labor of
which we cannot easily form a correct
estimate, without actual. experieuce.
We find occasion to use great patience
in this labor, and often feel it one of
our greatest trials that we are obliged
to communicate the gospel of salvation
to the perishing souls around us in so
broken and so imperfect a manner.

Friendly intercourse with other mission-
aries.

We cannot close this brief review of
the past year, without an expression of
thankfuluess to God for the reinforce-
ment, consisting of five missionaries,
one of whom is also a printer, with
their wives, and one single lady sent
by the A. B.C.F. M.; and also, of one
missionary and his wife sent by the Gen.
Assembly’s Board, who have arrived
here during the past year. We have
felt our hearts encouraged and our
hands strengthened by their arrival,
and trust we shall ever be enabled as
we thus far have beeu, to work together
harmoniously for the conversion of this
mighty empire to God. One of these
missionaries is engaged in the study of
the Fuhkeen dialect of Chinese, the oth--
ers are all devoted to the Siamese lan-
guage. We could not but sympathize
deeply in the affliction, when a kind, no
doubt, but mysterious providence sud-
denly removed one member of the re-
inforcement, br. Benham, a mission-
ary of great promise, from his labors,
by drowning, very soon after his ar-
rival. At first we could scarcely en-
dure the stroke, or see why it was in-
flicted, but we are constrained to trust
the wisdom of the providence we could
not comprehend, and we would desire
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the form of a liou and partly in the
form of a man on said mountain. But
this incarnation is involved in the same
obscurity as the temple and its appen-
dages. The latter is the residence of
the officiating brahmins, and is distinct
from the massy tower in front. Its
apartments are circumscribed by natu-
ral caverns, enclosed in & massy pile
of huge rocks. Isaiah ii. 19—21, was
forcibly impressed upon our minds.
That dismal place, and those doleful
creatures, and those senseless idols,
will indeed be fit companions. ¢ The
idols he shall utterly abolish.” Yes,
“and their names shall be forgotten.”

In the rear of the temple, we found
the marks of a human foot, much larger
than the ordinary size, engraven on
arock. Itissaid to have been made by
the wife of Vishnu when she fled from
bim for incontinency. Br. Day ask-
ed a brahmin, How long has this foot
and this temple been here? Always,
replied the haughty brahmin. The siun
of deception, of falsehood and of idol-
atry, and their certain consequence,
were then pressed upon his conscience
in view of a coming judgment. It
is matter of deep regret that the Hon,
East India Company should unnually
pay the sum of 700 company’s ru-
pees for the support of idolatry, as con-
nected with this temple. O, when
will a professedly christian goveru-
ment cease its connection with idola-
try !'—Numerous parties were now seen
approaching and ascending the sacred
mount, who ever and anon, as they
came in sight of the temple, exclaimed,
with a kind of fiendish frenzy, “ Govin-
du, Govindu,” O Vishou! O Vishnu!
&ec. This, with little cessation, con-
tinued during the night. The light of
the next morning evinced that our
apprehension on the previous day had
been groundless, for thousands had
come in during the night. The din
that now constantly broke upon the
ear, indicated the presence of a vast
multitude, and was like that of a great
city. At an early hour we appeared
in the midst of this dense multitude
with the word of life in our hands, and
continned to sow the good seed of the
kingdom until the burning rays of a
vertical sun obliged us to repair to our
tent. Here, with scarcely any cessa-
tion, appropriate portions of scripture
were read and expounded, aud hun-
dreds distributed among the interesting
groups of immortal beings who sur-
rounded the tent during the day. Good
attention and apparent interest were
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manifested while br. Day expatiated
upon the senseless and sinful nature of
idolatry, the mercy and justice of God
exhibited in the remedial dispensation,
and what will be exhibited in the retri-
butions of the final judgment. Most
seemed convinced that an idol is noth-
ing ; that there must be an intelligent
First Cause. But his nature and attri-
butes are subjects that seldom occupy
the mind of an idolater. We received
repeated assurance that the scriptures
distributed last year had been read, and
that impressions had been made on the
minds of some, at least, which we hope
will in due tiine be to the praise and
glory of God. During this lust day,
this great day of the feast, I realized
to some exteut what I had so often
fancied when in my loved America,
and felt more than compensated for
the little sacrifice I had made. I felt
it a privilege that an angel night covet,
to bear the cup of salvation to the Jips
of dying heathen. 1 longed to be at
home in the language, but years must
first expire, should my life be spared.
During the three days spent at this
feast we gave several hundred portions
of scripture, only to such as could
read, and to many from remote villages.
Sure I am that the Board will unite
with us in fervent prayer to our com-
mon Lord, that he will be pleased to
bless the seed thus sown, to the pro-
duction of a glorious harvest. The
harvest is indeed great, but the laborers
are few. Would it were in the power
of the Board to send us at least six
laborers for this field. What are two
missionaries among so many ? .

———
Asam.

JOURNAL OF MR. BARKER.

Mr. and Mrs. Barker, and Miss Bronson,
who sailed from this port in the fall of 1839,
arrived at Jaiptr in May 1840. Miss Bronson
died, as has been before communicated, on the
Tih of the following December. Mr. aud Mrs.
Barker were originally desiguated to the Nagas,
but were subsequently instructed to labor
among the A'samese. The place of their resi-
dence was undetermined at the period of our
last published accounts. It was expected, as
stated in the last anoual report, that it would
be either at Jorhath or Rangpar, one the an-
cient and the other the present capital of that
part of A'shm. We learn, however, from Mr.
Barker’s journal, just received, and brought
down to May 31,1841, that the place fiyally
selected is Bibsuger.
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Maronites, 8 2 1100 520,000
Melchites, 1 12 1807 50,000
Syrians, 2 8 601 30,000
Armenians, 1 2 100? 40,000
Bishapric of Babylon, 1 4 1,600
Chaldeans, 5 5 104 15,0007

Total, 18 29 1667 659.200

Central.
Bish. Coadjutors. Priests. Cath.

Russia in Asia, 0 0 140 20,000
Tibet, 1 1 13 8
Bengal, 1 0 13 20,000
Bombay, 1 1 36 40,000
Madras, 1 1 11 100,000
Pondicherry, 1 0 38 230,000
Ceylon, 1 0 100 200,000
Malabar, 1 1 380 182,000

Total, 7 4 739 806,000

Eastern.
Bish. Coadjutors. Priests. Cath

{nde-China, 2 206 2,000
China, 10 4 1+ 320,000

Total, 15 ‘—6 350 152,000

Total of Asia, 89 Bishops, 1856 Priests,
4nd 2,211,000 Catholics.

AFRICA.

Bishops. Priests, Catholics.

Algiers, 1 25 74,000
‘Tunis and Tripoli, 0 9 7,000
Egypt, 2 501 20,000
Abyssinia, 0 3 160
Mauritius, i 6 85,000
Cape of Good Hope, 1 4 2,000
Total, 5 97 188,100

Besides the missionary countries in Afri-
<a, the church has many bishoprics and nu-
merous flocks along the coast and in the
adjacent islands. 1. The Spanish possess-
ions, with three bishoprics, and 208,000
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making the total of Africa, 14 bishoprics,
and 1,181,000 Catholics.

Another mission is about to be establigh-
ed in Liberia, by Very Rev. Dr. Barron,
V. G. of the bishop of Philadelphia, in the
United States, and a clergyman from the
diocess of New York. )

AMERICA.
Bishops. Priests. Catholics.
United -States, 21 562 1,300,000
Texas, 1 4 20,000
British Possessions, 8 133 437,000
Dutch Possessions, 0 9 44,000
Total, 30 708 1,801,000

Besides the above missionary countries,
we are to count: 1. Lower Canada, with
2 Bishoprics and 500,000 Catholics; 2.
French Colonies, with 4 Prefect. Apostolic
and 240,000 Catholics; 3. Spanish Colo-
nies, with 3 bishoprics and 1,000,000 Cath-
olics; 4. Mexico, Guatimala and South
America, with 44 bishoprics and 23,000,000
of Catholics. Total for the New World,
74 bishoprics and 26,541,000 Catholics.

OCEANICA.

lic of -Bisk. Priests. Cath.
Prefecture Apostolic of ;
Batavia, Y 4 1,000
Vicariate Apostolic of ¢ |} o3 40 000

Australia, ’
Vicariate Apostolic of ¢ 16 1.000
v W. Oceanica, . . 4

icariate Apostolic o

E. QOceanica, 1 16 4,600

Total, 3 8 46,500

Besides the above there are, 1. The
Philippine Islands, numbering 1000 priests
and 3,000,000 of Catholics; 2. The Por-
tuguese Possessions, containing about 50,-
000 Catholics, making the total of Oceanica,
7 bishops, 1200 priests, and 3,100,000

Catholics.
ML_ cccnbhnn af Mathaline theanohant tha
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spring of 1833, he repaited to the Hamilton
Literary and Theologieal Institution, a total
stranger—without pecuniary means, and with-
out patronage or recommerdation, other than
that afforded by a simple statement of his feel-
ings. His appearance and conversation in-
spired confidence, and awakened an interest in
his behalf. He received encouragement, and
commenced a course of studies at the Institu-
tion, which he pursued for five years, with
fidelity and success.

A considerable portion of the expense of his
education was defrayed by the labor of his
hands, and by occasional donations from the
churches in the vicinity, to which he ministered.

His amiable disposition, and a mild, coneili-
ating manner, soon won for him general es-
teem ; and the consistency of his conduct, and
above all, the deep and fervent tone of his
piety, rendered his influence upon the Institu-
tion, and upon all with whom he had inter-
course, salutary. Few persons, it is believed,
have ever left that or any other Institution, with a
more irreproachable character, or with a larger
share in the confidence and affection of those
with whom he was associated. His vacations,
and most of the Sabbaths during term time,
were spent in preaching to destitute churches.
His labors were blessed, and many, there is rea-
son to hope, were led through his instrumen-
tality to embrace the Savior.

He was carly interested in the cause of mis-
sions. Even before his conversion, what he
had heard and read on the subject, had made
& deep impression upon his mind; and while
pursuing bis studies, on looking over the field,
the condition of the “ poor perishing heathen ”
presented a claim which he could not resist.
Afier prayerful deliberation he cousecrated
himself to the work, with singular zeal and en-
ergy of purpose ; and from the ofien repeated
expression of his feelings afterwards, we have
reason to believe that he never regretted his
choice.

He was one of the pany of
who sailed from Boston in the ship Apthorp, in
Dec. 1838, and arrived at Bangkok riu« Singa-
pore, on the 22nd of August, 1839. From that
period to the time of his death, which occurred
on the 17th of April last, he manifested an uu-
abated interest in the work to which he had
devoted his life, and an increasing desire for
the salvation of the heathen.

Mr. Slafter possessed some traits of charac-
ter of peculiar value to the y. His

1es
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the irreligious. His piety no one could ques-
tion. It was of that deep and ardent kind
which diffuses itself over the whole character,
and directs the whole course in life. Those
to whom he addressed the great truths of the
gospel, believed him to be sincere—they felt
that he was in earnest ; and more often than
is common, we believe, his fervent and affec-
tionate appeals found their way to the hearts
and consciences of his hearers. His energy of
character, and the singleness of heart aud pur-
pose with which he devoted himself to the great
work in which he was engaged, rendered him
an active and enterprising missionéry. He had
formed the desigu of visiting every part of the
kingdom of Siam, and of carrying the word of
life to those who could read, or would listen to
the simple exhibition of its truths. For this
purpose he had fitted up a family boat, in whick
himself and his had made several
excursions upon thc Meinam, and the canak
which counect this with other principal riv-
ers. He had already penetrated fariher into
the interior than any other protestant missiona-
ry had ever done; and had distributed tracts
and portions of scripture, where the knowledge
of God and his salvation had never before
reached. 1t was in the midst of these useful
labors, in which bis heart and hands were
alike wholly engaged, that be received the sum-
mous which called him hence, as we doubt not,
to his eternal rest.

It has been before stated, that when first in-
formed of the probable termination of his dis-
ease, he expressed some disappointment. He
could not believe his work was yet done. His
heart was so much set upon doing good to the
perishing souls around him, that the thought of
leaving them in their destitute and hopeless con-
dition, was painful to him. But on a litde re-
flection, he seemed to resign himself wholly to
the will of God, for, said he, “ He is able to
carry on his work without us.” ¢ Fer several
days before his death,” says a letter from Mrs.
8., “ his joy seemed to abound. Not even the
shadow of a cloud appeared to interrupt the
peace which he enjoyed.” Com.

A’sA/M.

Under this head will be found a pretty full
view of this mission. It will be seen that
our missionaries, though single-handed, are
laboring with great industry. We invite par-

constitutional ardor of feeling was tempered by
a mild and amiable disposition. His manners
were simple and prep ing, and usually’
gave him easy access both 1o the religious and

1 to the appeal from Mr. Bar-
ker. The circumstance of having a single
convert, as mentioned in Mr. Brown’s journal,
is of great t,as an exj of the
Divine approbation—as an evidence that God
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&as put his hand 40 the work. Those instru-
mentalities which Hedven is wont 10 bless areé
now brought to bear extensively upon pagan
minds in that province ; and if we laboer in faith,
we may expect that our labors will be crowned
with success.

A'sam is a province under British authority,
lying between Bengal and Thibet, 700 miles in
length by 70 in breadth, intersected by the
Brabmaputra and several other rivers. Qur
mission is established in Upper A'sam, suppos-
ed to be @ healihy region, aud one which has
cecently Bssumed some importance from the
introduction of the tea-plant, which is now be-
ing cultivated fully, and to a consid
ble extent.

GREECE.

Communications of a highly interesting char-
acter have been received, during the last mouth,
from our missionaries in Greece. Mrs. Dick-
son was improving in health, but without any
immediate prospect of a perfect restoration.
The other missionaries were in usual health.

The mission at Patras is prospering ; one
person is mentioved as having recently become
a hopeful convert. The town authorities have
made a written request to Apostolos, as agent
of the Baptist mission, to supply the public
schools with 1the seriplures and tracts. The
communication is made in language highly
creditable to our missionary of that station.
“It makes mention particularly,” says Mr.
Love, “ of the praiseworihy labors of the mis-
sion in that town.”

Messrs. Love and Buel are in correspon-
dence with the Lord High Commissioner, upou
the subject of furnishing, on their part, certain
books for the common and other schools of that
tepublic ; and they have received from his Ex-
cellency through his Secretary, very gratifying
assuraiices of his readiness to accept the kind
offices thus proffered, by recommending the
books named. Wayland’s Elements of Moral
Science had been previously translated, aud
a benevolent individual within a few days has
placed three hundred dollars at the disposal of
the Board, for publisking an edition in Mod-
era Greek, for gratuitous distribution.

ap
nes
or,
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Recent Entelligence.

Siam.—8ince the last number of the Maga-
zihe wenl to press, intelligence has been re-
ceived from most of our missionary stations,
both in Asia and in other parts of the world.
Letters have been received from Messrs. Jones,
Dean and Goddard. We have room, at this
time, only for the following extract of a leutér
from Mr. Dean, of the receut date of Aug. 26,
1841.

You may be interested to learn that we
have commenced a class in theology, com-
posed of members from the Chinese charch,
They held their first recitation last evening;
and though the class at present consists of
only two members, viz. the assistant
(Keok Cheng) and the school teacher, we
bave the prospect of an increase of num-
bers soon. The object is to qualify them
for more efficient helpers in preaching the
gospel to the Chinese; and we commence
on the plan of giving them a somewhat
systematic course of instruction, taking a
list of subjects, beginning with the being of
God, evidences of inspiration, &c. These
native converts are more in need of a
course of instruction on the plan of Syste-
matic Theology than students at home;
besides which, they attend our daily wor-
ship, where a plain exposition of the New
Testament, with practical remarks, is at-
tempted. The class for the present is to
meet twice a week, viz. on Tuesday and
Thorsday evenings; the exercise is opened
by prayer, when each member veads a dis-
sertation on the subject proposed, after
which we all propose questions and answer
each other as well as we can. The class
takes notes of what is said, and the season
closes with prayer. A few who are not
members of the class, came in Jast evening
to listen. The importance of raising up
and qualifying native assistants iz admitted
by all to be an object of great importance,
but it must be the result of time and per-
severing and prayerful effort; and though
this with us is the day of small things, yet
as being connected with the future, it is not
to be despised. We ask your prayers that
God may make these endeavors the means
of saving souls, and of building up his
church in this land of ignorance and sin.
Kedk Cheng spends his time in visiting the
people, and distributing tracts under the
supervision of br. Goddard, who goes out
with him occasionally; an exercise which
will be profitable to him in speaking the
language, while he may afford the assistant
important aid by giving countenance to
bis labors, and suggesting the best mode of
applying the truth.
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Yesterday was the day for our meeting
in the bazar, and the service was conducted
by the school teacher. This was the firat
time he had taken the lead of religious
worship in so public a manner, though he
had often made remarks and engaged in
prayer on such occasions. He has gener-
ally a good command fof language, and has
a clear and discriminating mind, yet on this
occasion his efforts were a perfect failure.
He took for his text the language of Peter,
¢«¢ Lord save me,’’ &c., which afforded a
good theme for remark, and the service on
the whole was rather interesting. The
failure of the young man may do him
good. The old man who has before been
alluded to, as having been for the last six
years a member of the Catholic church,*
was at meeting yesterday as well as last
Sunday. This man having had some
difficulty with the Catholic priest, came to
us Jast Sunday week, and attended the

-exercises of the day, and came the next
day, and last Sabbath took part in our
prayer meeting, but was still so much en-
cumbered by the forms of Catholicism,
that he begged us to forgive his sins, and
did not forget to pray to ¢« Mary, the holy
mother of our Lord.”’ This man is capa-
ble of doing us much harm or much good,
and though we are not prepared to promise
ourselves much advantage from him, still
we are glad of an opportunity to teach him
the truth as itis in Jesus. Last week an-
other Chinaman who had previously been
before the church for examination, renewed
his request for baptism, but we were not
ready to encourage his reception.

MerGUL.—Mr. Brayton writes under date of
July 24, 1841—from which we make the follow-
ing extract. Mrs. Brayton had recently been
dangerously sick, but was then convalescent,
with a prospect of speedy recovery to perfect
health.

My last of April 10 gave some account
of our labors up to that time. Our school
commenced May 24. We have at present
15, all of whom belong to Christian fami-
lies, but two. Some notice of these two,
I presume will not be uninteresting. One
is Cher-klee, son of Ta-moh, the chief at
Tigerhead, the young man to whom I re-
ferred in my last. At the commencement
of the rains, he told his parents he wished
to go to the city to attend school, adding,
«] am determined to be a Christian.”’
His parents would not grant his request.

! Recent Intelligence :—Mergui; Bassas.
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He then said, <1 must go.”’t He em-
braced the first opportunity and came. Af-
ter being here about a month, he asked for
baptism, and gave such evidence of a
change, that we felt it to be our duty to
grant his request. He was accordingly
baptized June 27. He yet appears well,
and we cannot but hope and pray that he
may be a blessing to his father’s family.

The other is a young woman belonging
to a family, who, at the commencement of
the rains, came from the Palaw district to
attend school with us during the rains.
But before commencing study, the whole
family wished to go up the Tenasserim
on a visit. They did so, and for some
unknown cause did not return, and were
opposed to having this young woman
come. She, however, withstood their op-
position and came. I suppose she never
saw a book before, yet she has learned
to read well any thing we have printed.
The 11th instant she requested baptism,
and gave very clear evidence of having
been born again. The same day she,
with three little girls belonging to Chris-
tian families, were baptized, making five
Pgho Karens baptized here the present
rains. Our scholars are now all members
of the church, except one little boy about
5 years old.

The number of our Pgho church in this
vicinity is at present 18, called the Ka-mah-
kah church.

Bassas.—The following is an extract of a
letter from Mr. Day, dated Bexley, Oect. 4,
1841. Mr. Day, a man of color, is preacher
and school teacher. Bexley is six miles above
Edina, on the St. John river. The school
contains about thirty scholars, and contiuues to
be in a flourishing condition. A church was
about to be organized at Bexley; the Satur-
day after the date of Mr. Day’s letter had been
appointed for this purpose.

The natives are attentive and solemn
when the word is preached. Three head
men have forbidden work on the Sabbath;
and they are fast losing confidence in their
gregrees : few will vindicate it, some have
renounced it. 'Their. courts however still
adhere to the trial by Sassa wood. Sunday
before last, having preached in a large
country town, on leaving for another, was
followed by a very intelligent native, who -
said, ¢ The words you speak be very good,
pray all time. When I get up pray,
when I lay down pray; all day I pray,

1 We must not forget that they connect the




Savior, or the substitution of ‘Christ,
was brought forward :—how it was
possible for the claims of justice to be
answered, if the innocent suffered for
the guilty? was not repentance and
reformation certain of the divine favor
without the substitution of Christ?
Many other questions were proposed,
and all indicated a deeply serious turn
of thinking. May God bless the in-
structions of this day. 1am not aware
of ever bhaving felt so much of what I
suppose must have been the emotions
of the Apostle, when he exclaimed,
“ Who is sufficient for these things ?”
Who is able to unfold the deep things of
God, in their just proportion, and in
all their brightness and glory ? These
men are far above the common clasa.
Two of them in particular possess in-
tellects of the first order, and the chains
of idolatry being broken, they are
brought into a new aud a boundless
field of thought. The idol has fallen
from his throne, and is ground to pow-
der, and 1 can only pray that He, who
has begun a good work in them, will
carry it on till Christ be revealed in
their hearts, the only hope of glory.
Oue of these mmen is the interesting in-
dividual mentioned on the 23d of
Mareh. At that time I gave him a
New Testament, and the Psalins of
David. These he read day and night,
and felt, he says, an indescribable anx-
iety to understand them, so that he
could not refrain from reading to every
one who called at his shop. After a
few days some of his neighbors began
to revile him as an apostate, He lived
in a hired house, and the owner, a
bigoted bhoodist, was induced to join
the opposition, and finally went so far
as to require him to give up these books
or leave the house. For one or two
days he hesitated, and was much trou-
bled, a8 he would incur considerable
pecuniary loss by leaving the house ;
but at last he resolved to abaudon it,
and keep his hooks. A few dayssince
he was offered 100 rupees to go to one
of the monasteries and explain their
sacred books for one month—this was
a trick of the’ pong-gees to seduce him
from the exawmination of the “ new re-
Jigion.”  Another monastery offered
hiwmn 30 rupees a month for one or two

ears, if he would become a teacher of

ali. All these offers he has rejected
that he may study the word of God, at
least so I ain informed by several who
are acquainted with the facts. His
understanding is greatly enlightened,
and he evidently bas mueh tenderness
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of conscience, but still the great doe-
trines of Redemption through a cruci-
fied Savior he dons not comprehend.

15. Yesterduy and te-day, three of
the disciples were attacked with chol-
era. The exertion in taking care of
them, and the anxiety, have brought on
my fever again. Mrs. K. and one of
the children are ill with fever. Two
more foreigners have just died ; with-
in three months, one third of all the
foreigners here have been brought
down to the grave.

Sometime since I theught of taking
my family to Ramree or Sandoway,
for a few weeksg, but the interesting
state of things relative to eur work in-
duced us to put it off, and now Mrs. K.
is too ill 10 be removed. God alone is
our refuge. The natives are fallin
like leaves in autumn, though I thin
a great proportion of those attacked
will recover, and consequently that the-
cholera is less virulent than it was
some days since.

16, Ko Bike informs me of several
interesting inquirers that we did not
know of before—it is only three or
four weeks since they first began to
examine the subject, and their attention
was first arrested by one of our old
inquirers. Thus God is able to raise
up instruments to help on the great
work of overturning the empire of
darkness ; and tln;shtoo, welnetla the
expansive power of the gospel. 1 was
mt?:h aﬂbpe:ed to Ieaﬂgxo.the sudden
death of one of our most persevering
opposers. About nine o’clock last
evening, he was attacked with eholera,
and in three hours expired in great
agony. Several men from a distant
village, having heard that the cholera
had subsided, came to -the town, and
called on me for hooks. More than
two months ago they had received
tracts of Mr. Comsteck and me, when
on our way to the old town of Arracan,
and they have certainly read them with
sotne attention, and now they wish to
learn more of these things. I gave
thein a New Testament, and a volume
of bound tracts.

Slam.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSION AT
BANGKOK.

In Mareh we published the report of this
mission, brought down to the close of the year
1840. We have just received from Mr. God-
dard his annual report, addressed to the Foreign
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Secretary, for the year ending Dec. 18413
which reached the rooms too late for the ansual
report of the Board just published.

Yours of May 25th to the Siam Mis-
sion, was received on the 4th of Nov.,
aud was the meaus of awakening new
emotions of gratitude to our Heavenly
Futher, and of confirming our coufi-
dence in the Board, and the friends of
missions in America. We certainly
were rejoiced to hear of the barmony
and Christian love which prevailed at
the session of your Trieunial Conven-
tion, and of the new impulse given to
the cause of missions, whereby you
were enabled to carry out more effi-
ciently ¢he work in whick you are en-
gaged. We feel thankéul that you
remetnbered our low estute, and sent
us relief as soon as it was in your

wer. Had we been obliged to live

within the limits which the too
scanty contributions of Christians had
obliged you to set for us, the cause
bere would have suffered sadly. Every
thing involving expense not absolutely
necessary to our kving here, would
bave heen given up—our schools dis-
missed—and native assistants discon-
tinued—our hired places of worship
shut up—and the little which we ean
do with our own hands and tongues,
woukl be all that could be attempted ;
nay, whea attacked by severe disease,
dewnnding, as the only remedy, a
temporary removal fromn this climate,
our labors would be cut short in the
beginning, and we liberated from the
trials of this life, because the means of
securing that remedy were not within
our reach. We desire to be thankful
that the Lord has brought us into a
large place. We now feel at liberty
to adopt all proper means for the
spread of the gospel, and we trust that
with the addition which has been made
to our allowance, we shall be able to
avail ourselves of such assistance as
will double our usefulness.

You have doubtless received at dif-
ferent times, accounts from the seve-
ral members of the mission respecting

the dealings of Providence with them.

8till, as another year isnow closing, it
may not be uninteresting to receive a
brief, connected account of those prov-
ideuces, and also of the feeble efforts
whiclh we bave been able to put forth
for the salvation of these perishing
beathen. You inay recollect that in
our last annual report we were con-
strained to thank God that we could

closs the old and commence the mew:
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ear without the voice of sickness be-
ing heard among us—and we were
permitted to spesk of the suecessful
operation of .plans for spreading the
knowledge of the gospel to the nest:
distant parts of the empire. But the
suddenness with which our circum-.
stances in those respects were changed,
has shown us how fruil is man, and
how uncertain all his prospects. Br.
Slafter, who at the close of the last
year was ahsent, promulgating the
gospel in different villages, soon re-
turned, slightly unwell, and continued
from week to week unable to attend
to his missionary duties. About the
last of January, br. Dean and sister
Duvenport were obliged to leave for
Siugapore on account of ill health.
linmediately after their departure br.
Slafter became dangerously. ill, and
continued to suffer severely, with occa-
sional days or weeks of alleviation, un-
til the 6th of April, when he quietly
rested from his labors, and left a va-
cancy in our mission which cannot
easily be filled. True we were all
strengthened and encouraged by the
grace of God bestowed on him during
bis protracted sickness, and by his
peaceful departure. But though we
mourn not for him, we mourn for our-
selves thus deprived of such a fellow
laborer, and for the heathen deprived
of ope to lead them in the way of life.
For some time previous to his death
Mrs. Goddard had heen attacked by a
similar disease, and at that time was
very low ; buta residence oftwo weeks
on board a vessel then lying off the
bar,did much for her restoration. The
boat which went down to bring her
and her family back, carried down br.
Davenport and sister Dean to embark
for Singapore—the former to join his
family, and the latter in hopes of sav-
ing the life of her: lovely little son.
At that time sister Slafter, much re-
duced in health, was residing with Dr.
Bradley, so that for a few days the
mission premises were entirely de-
serted. As might be expected, the
enemy was not idle during these days
of interruption. A seller of opium
took his position within our premises,
and beguiled some of our domestics,
and even some of the members of the
church. He, however, was soon dis-
lodged, and the sin was confessed with °
much appurent, and we hope sincere.
penitence, by the disciples who were
entangled ; still to this day we are not
able to assure ourselves that some
members of the church and others of
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whom we were much encouraged, are
not secretly connected with this un-
holy business. We are not without
anxious fears lest one of the otherwise
most promising and talented members
of the church has to thie time contin-
ued to hold some secret connection
with this accursed thing—either using
it himself or engaged in the traffic—
and our fears on this snhject have been
one chief reason for deterring the re-
ception of another person of good edu-
cation and talents, who some months
since requested to be united with us
by baptism. We have no positive
evidence in either of these cases—but
oecasional circumstances excite our
fears.” We thus see in how short a
time the seeds of wickedness may be
sown, but how long they will continue
to send forth their noxious shoots, not-
withstanding the most vigorous efforts
to eradicate them. And it is impossi-
ble to estitnate the injury which is lia-
ble to result from the shortest with-
drawal of all the missionaries from
any station. There is need of a con-
stant watchfulness over all the affairs
of a mission, and especially over the
native disciples, of which persons in
a Christian land can form little con-
ception. - The persons of whom we
speak may be guilty of all that we fear,
and still be really children of God—
but if so, they are preparing for them-
selves bitter repentance—and may in-
velve us in inextricable difficulties.*
A native convert is 80 weak in fuithand
Christian principle that he needs con-
stant watching and assistance ; he is
like a bruised reed, which must not be
. broken, and smoking flax which is
very liable to be quenched.
.For a few days after the embarka-
tion of Mrs. Dean on board ship, little
Edward seemed to improve—but ad-
ditional teeth coming on, he could not
endare the irritation, and quietly slept
in death. He was interred on the little
island Singora, a short distance down
from the head of the gulf. When
Mrs. Dean arrived in Singapore she

* The laws against the use of opium are
very severe, and a suspicion that we are in any
way connected with the traffic, would be one of
the surest means of bringing on us the displea-
sure of the king, aud of shutting up the door
of usefulness to this people. At present opiumn
is not very extensively used in this kingdom,
owing to the difficulty and danger of procuring
it. The traffic in iton a small scale is very
profitable, but must be conducted with the great-
est secresy. The place of opium is supplied
by a kind of spirit distilled from rice, which is
used in very great abundance. ‘
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found that her husband had already
left on his return to this place, where
he arrived on the 8th of May, some-
what improved in health, yet not so
much as te admit of any very active
engagement in missionary labor.
Soon after his arrival the health of
Mrs. Goddard again failed, and resort
was again had to a residence on board
a ship then lying offthe bar. A voyage
to China, or some cold climate, was
recommended by the physician here
as the only probable means of restoring
her hedlth, or prolonging her life. But
the enfeebled state of the mission
seemed to forbid the removal of more
missionaries, and it pleased the Lord
to bless the residence of two weeks on
board ship to her partial restoration..
She was able to return, and gradually
improved in health. She has since
experienced occasional attacks of dis-
ease, hut at present her prospects are
more encouraging. While she and
ber family with sister Slafter were on
board ship, br. Dean was left to bear-
the burdens and responsibilities of the
mission alone. Such bhaving been our
circumstances, the return of sister Dean-
and the arrival of br. and sister Jones-
on the 10th of June, was hailed with
no small joy and thankfulness. We
were then enabled again to assume
somewhat the appearance of a mission.
Still br. and sister Davenport were de-
tained at Singapore on account of her
illness. They arrived here Dec. lst,
enjoying comfortable health.

e feel thankful and encouraged
that now, at the close of the year, we
are all ‘permitted to be together, and
most of us able to engage in the duties
of our station. Br. Dean’s health has
been feeble during the year, and at
present some new symptoms give us
reason to fear he may not labor lon
here. Thoughts have been entertaine,
of his removal to China (where thers
now seem to be some small openings)
as the only means of increasing and

rolonging his- usefulness. Sister

ones has suffered much from illness
since her arrival—but the cool season.
has already done much for her resto-
ration, and it is hoped that as she be-
comes aceustomed to the climate her
health will be good. ‘

Siamese department.

Our missionary labors during the
st year have of course been much
interrupted. In the Siamese depart-
ment, daily morning worship and regu-
lar services on the Sabbath have been
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sustained most of the time. The num-
ber of attendants has unot been large,
nor has any thing of special interest
occurred in reference to the meetings,
Tracts have been distributed, aceon-
panied with conversation by Mrs,
Slafter, to persnus ealling at our house,
in considerable numbers daily. But
there has been no one to go into.the
streets and lanes of the city, and carry
the gospel to every man’s door—much
less to procluim its glad tidings in the
numerous distaut villages of this em-

jre. Since the arrival of br. Jones,

ix time has been fully occupied in the
revisjon and publication of the scrip-
tureg, and the superintendence of the
printing. ‘I'his last office it is pro-
posed that br. Jones retain for the
present, as he will necessarily be very
much confined at home to revise the
scriptures and correct the proof sheets,
and he hopes that by taking the entire
superintendence of the printing, his

own labors will not be very much in-’

creased, while br. Davenport will be
left entirely free to engage in lubors
for spreading abroad the knowledge of
the gospel. Tt is difficult to tell how
much the mission suffers. for the want
of more laborers to engage directly in
preaching, and teaching from house to
house, and in spreading the truth in
all corners of the land. Tracts lie use-
less ou our hands, because we have not
laborers to distribute thewn ; we could
publish with no more labor and trouble
and but little additional expeunse three
times the number we do. Our re-
ligious services are attepdéd by but
few, because there is noue to jnvite
them to come in. In short, all we can
do in our present circumstances, can
scarcely be expected to produce any
important results ; and we often feel
that what has been done, and what is
now going on, is alinost useless, be-
cause the plans are not carried out with
sufficient energy to render them suc-
cessful. We, however, are willing to
hold on a little longer, trusting that
we shall not long be left in so embar-
rassing circumstances. We have had
evidence of the anxiety of the Board
to give us all the assistance in their
power, and we know they were de-
sirons to send additional lahorers even
before hearing of our mournful ‘he-
reavement in the death of dear bhr.
Slafter. Siuce hearing of that event
we doubt not every proper means will
be used for our speedy relief.

In the printing office considerable
has been done during the year to in-
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crease the supply of Siamese type ; and
two editions of The Seven Princes,
and of the Golden Balance, and one
of the Goaspel by Luke, have been
published. The school has been con-
tinned under the care of sister Slafter.
During the former part of the year it
was very small, but more recently ad-
ditional efforta have been made in its
behalf with very encouraging success.

Chinese department.

In the Chinese departinent the daily
morning and evening worship, and
preaching on Sabbuth merning, and
prayer meeting at noon, have bheen
continued. The meeting on Tuesday
evening at the bazaar was continued
until September, when, as few attend-
ed, it was discontinued. Since that
time a meeting has been attended on
Sabbath evening at the house of one
of the disciples living at a distance
from us, and on Wednesday at the
house of another living still more dis-
tant in a different direction. - Though
our congregations are never large, our
meetings often prove - interesting, and
we feel that the Savior verifies his
promise to be in the midst, where
two or three are met together in his
name. Until September-Keok Cheng,
a teacher who has for some time been
a member of the church, was employed
exclusively as a missionary assistant.
He daily visited the people at their
homes, and distributed tracts,and con-
versed with any who were willing to
hear. In these expeditions he was
accompanied by br. Goaddard, as often
as circumstances would allow, and at
other times he reported his proceed-
ings daily. A considerable portion of
these lubors have been directed to-
wards the agricultural portion of the
people, dwelling in large numbers in
the suburbs of the city. These visits
are alnost uniformly received with
much politeness, and a tolerable de-
gree of earnestness and determiunation
on the part of the speaker to stick to
the subject, usually secures good atten-
tion. It is no uncommon thing in
these visits to see from 8ix to a dozen
persons attentively listening to the
gospel for balf an hour or more, occa-
sionally asking questions, and at the
close howing the knee for the first
time before the God of heaven, while
prayer is offered oo their behulf. We
should not, however, draw more en-
couragement fromn these circummstances
than is warranted. Much of this en-
couraging appearance results from the
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natural peliteness of the Chinese—they
would be slow to treat disrespectfully
a stranger, especially if be appears to
be a person of' knowledge and respec-
tability,. They almost universally as-
sent tothe truth of the gospel, and cal}
it an excellent system ;—but, alas! too
often that is all—the power of the Di-
vine Spirit is a8 necessary to convert
a Chinese as an American. The in-
flueuce of those labors, however, has
been very manifest. The number of
attendants on our meetings has been
much increased, and mauy have been
led to inquire—some we hope most
seriously, respecting this new religion,
The people have been more free to
inguire of a fellow countryman than of
a foreigner ;—and his knowledge of
christianity has generally enabled him
to answer correctly.
Distribution of tracts.

We trust also our tracts have been dis-
tributed more discreetly than they oth-
erwise could huve heen. 'They have not
beep given promiscuously to any who
would receive them, but individuels
have firat been freely conversed with,
the prominent points of the gospel ex-
plained, aud then tracts have been left
with those who can read, to complete
what the living voice had begun.

e believe that this is the only way
in which tracts cun profitably be given
to the Chinese. There are'a lurge
number who cannot read, to whom a
tract would be useless. There is also
a large cluss who can read, but do not
very well nnderstand whatthey read—
this class comprehends by far ‘the
‘greatest proportioa of readers. If a

bristian 1ract is given to one of this
class without any remark.or expla-
nation, he would probably read it
through without even getting an idea
of the subject of the tract.. On the
contrary, if the subject and some of the
chief points are-explained to them—
-and the proper names (which usually
mauke much trouble, owing to the ge-
nius.of the language) pointed out, they
-will read the tract with eonsiderable
profit. It is very easy to scatter abroad
tracts, but to-do it in a way likely to
. do good is a slow and difficult process.
In the spring more than fifty junks
from China were supplied with tracts.

In September it was found that the
assistant had carelessly involved him-
self in debt to a cousiderable amount,
and that some of his creditors were
becoming impatient. It was therefore
thought not advisable to continue himn
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in so public and responsible a station
until he should liquidute bis debus,
He hus since spent most of his time
as a private teacher, still assisting in
our meetings, and occasionally going
abroad to labor among the people. We
hiope that befere. long, circuiustances
will reuder it expedient again to em-

'rlny him in this interesting sphere of

ubor. Sinece he left this work br.
Goddard has spent more time than
formerly in visiting the people at their
homes—and has et with a reasonable -
share of encouragement.

Monthly concert of prayer.

The monthly coucert of prayer has
been observed regulatly on the first
Sabbath of each month, with consid-
erable interest ; the coutributions have
amounted to $29. Several persons
have: at different times .requested bap-
tisi, but none have been received =
three or four appear very well. We
hope they have felt' the power of di-
vive love, and may ere long be per-
mitted to enjoy the privileges of the
church on earth, preparatory to the
higher privileges of the church above.

Condition of the school.

. The school has continued as usual.
The scholars (eleven in unmber) have
been more regular in their attendance
than formerly. These, as well as the
Siamese children, are instructed both
in English and in their native tongue ;
they also attend our religious exerci-
sex, and receive Sabbath schosl in-
struction.  One. boy of considerable
prowmise died very suddenly lust July;
he had received eonsiderable instrue-
tion, and understood . the plan of re-
demption tolerably well—but gave no
evidence of conversion. While be had

 his reason he was very much alarmed

at the thoughts of dying. Thissudden
providence threw an air of seriousness
over the whole school, anid several of
the schelars for a time were led to at-
tend to several of the external duties
of religion. But we have no evidence
of sincere repentance in reference to
any of them. Beside this, br. Dean
since his return has had a biblical or
theological eluss, embracing twa teach-
ers who have been sometime members
of the church, and another who pro-
fesses to have hope in Christ and has
requested baptisin. They meet twice
n week, and attend to the examination
of subjects fitted 10 inerense their
knowledge. of the .bible. God grant
that this small beginning may grow up
into an institution for the edueation of
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a native Chiness ministry, who shail
carry ont efficiently the work feebly
begun by foreign missionaries.

Printing department.

Buring the past year smafl editions
of the Gospel by Mark—the Inquirer’s
Guide—the Temperance Tract, and
the Gospel Suinmary, have been pub-
lished, besides a small vocabulary of
©€hinese and English by br. Dean. A
tract of 170 pages eutitled the Life of
Christ, eontaining a econnected history
of hoth the warks and the instructions
of Jesus, has heen prepared, and the
blocks are now heing cut. Consider-
able has also been done to prepare onr
Chinese metallic type for use. The
types have been arranged in a eonve-
nient manner, and a large number
have been added by casting the rhetallic
blocks of uniforin size, and haviag the
word cut on its face by a block-cutter.
This process is very slow, as only ten
or twelve wordsean he cut in a day.
But it is hoped that by adding a few
words in this way, we shall be able 10

rint the scriptures and other tracts.
ere the fount complete, a person ae-
customed to the business would pro-
bably set the types in one dny for as
much as a bloek-cutter could eut on
wood in a week—there would how-
ever be the lnbor of distributing themn
again, which is saved when the blacks
are cut. Where printing is done by
blocks, the tract must first be written
ous in a neat uniform hand on a paper
ruled and cross-ruled to secure perfect
aniformity—this is pasted on the face
of the blocks, and dried, and then the
Eaper rubs off] leaving the'words on the
lock as a guide to the cutter. Now
the metallic type can he set as fast us
this copy of the tract can be written,
leaving only the labor of distributing
to set against that of cutting—or a
day’s work against a week ; such, very
nearly, would be the eaving by -using
metallic typesinstead of cutting blocks.
It should be added, that for every new
tract new blocke must bhe procured
from China, and are somewhat expen-
sive. You have probably noticed the
statements relative to Chinese metallic
types, made in the last report of the
Board of the General Assembly. “You
may think it worthy the consideration
of our Board whether we also ought
not to be furnished with a fount of that
mould. We think there was a is-
take in the calculations relative to the
size of the bible printed with such type.
The edition of Morrison’s translation
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now in use eontiins 5398 royat ortavo
pages ; with Dyer’s types we conid
print it on 3960 pages of the same size,
and with the Paristypes in 2550 pages.
The Paris type is about as small as
we often print with blocks : the bible
could probably be printed on 2000
puges, with very fair plain characters,
with blocks, but the expense of labor
would be. immense. - T'he Paris type
is regurded by the Chinese as tolerably
fair. If it is not likely to be consider-
ably improved within a few years, we'
think it would be economy to procure
a fount immediately. The types might
be cast in America, and sent us—or,
which would be better, the matrices
sent, and the types cast here,as may bhe
most eonvenient.* ‘

Need of additional laborers.

After what has been said, little needs
be added relative to the importance of
additional lahorers in the Chinese de-
partment. It has been stated that br.
Dean’s health is very preearious;should
hie continue here, lie has little prospect
of being able to engaye lurgely in mis-
sionary labors ;—should he remave to
a colder climate, the result is known
only to Him who rules all things ac-
cording to the counsel of His own will.
The health of Mrs. Goddard is also
precarious ; but supposing she rhall
be uble to endunre this climute, Mr,
Goddard, withmnt additional fellow la-
borers, will be drawn away almost en-
tirely from the work to which he was
originally appointed, and for which he
has thus far chiefly labored to prepare
himself. If therefore the Board still
wish him to labor according to his
original appointment, they will of
course relieve himn as soon as possible
from the pressure of other duties, by
sending appropriate lahorers to perform
those duties. We thiuk two additional
lahorers necessary to the prosperity of
this mission, and we doubt whether
they can be sent to a more promising
field. The way is open and prepared—
the field abundantly large, and we
have those here who will assist much,
if any one will comne and superintend
their labors. May God be pleased to
raise up men of the proper character,
and dispose hie people freely to furnish -

* There is a great difference in the frequenc;
of occurrence of different Chinese words.
some, four or five types are sufficient for a fount,
of others as many {uudreda are needed. There
is a list stating the proper number for each
word—by the help of which a fount might be
cast in America. Still, without the matrices we
should often be liable to be out of sorte.



the means of their support, that these
multitudes may ot all perish for want
of teuchers to guide them in the way
of lite.

We trust that you and the friends of
miseions generally, will remenber to
pray constantly for us, that we niay be
enabled to fill up the sliort measure of
our days in the fear of the Lord, and
before we are called away trom .our
labors may be instrumential in guiding
some souls in the way of life. O, that
we may learn wisdom, not only from
bis dealings with us, but also those
with our brethren of the other mission*
in removing dear sister Johneon al-
most immediately after her arrival, and
in laying br. French on a bed of pro-
tracted sickness, from which he can
scarcely have any hopes of rising up.
Surely we have been abundantly ad-
monizhed of our frailty. God grant
that we may so number our days as to
apply our hearts to wisdom. Let our
friends in America also remember they
have but a short time to pray for us, or
to send us assistance. We look for-
ward on the year now ahout to com-
mence, but who will see iis close we
know riot.

LETTER FROM MR. GODDARD.

The following letter from Mr. Goddard,
dated five days later than the above, gives
some additional particulars respectiug the con-

dition of the , of an interesting ter.
Change of employment.

Although the report of the mission
has just been forwarded to you, it may
not be amiss for me to send a few
lines 1o notice more fully some points
referred to in that docuinent, and also
to give a little account of my labors
since, 1 have hitherto devoted my
titne and streugth chiefly to study, in
reference to the primary object of my
appoiniment. 1 have for some time
felt in doubt whether in the present
state of the miseion T did right in so
doing. My mind was most tried as the
cold geason approached,—the best sea-
son for study—and also the best for
active lahors. Close application to
study during this season would do
much for my literary advancenent.
On the other hand, no missionary work
of consequence was going on—the
number of attendunts on our meetings
waus, as iight be expected, comstanily
diminishing 3 and several of the disci-
ples were becoming irregulur in their
attendaunce. . Providence, however,

*A.B.C.F. M.
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reemed 1o decide for me respecting
duty in this cure.  § Legnn 10 seel the
efleets of pronseted rtudy ujon ny
heuhth in such nianuer as 10 adn.onish
nie plainly to change, for a time, my
occupation, 1 liave lerefore recemly
made study ratler a secondsry lusi-
ness, and have given mysell up more
to visiting. 1 have been accompanied
sometities by the old assistnnt, and
sometimes by my teacher, who Las for
some time professed faith and hope in
Jesus—he gives toleruble evidence of
conversion, and perhaps may be ud-
mitted to the chureh before long.

Visit to the inlerior.

1 have now just returned from a visit
to Lengkeaichoo—and Lacouchirsee.
The former is a compact Chinese vil-
lage, on the bank of Ta-Chin river
near its month, distant from Bangkok
about eight hiours ride in the boat with
fuvorable tides. The village contuins
1500 or 2000 men—wlio are more
commonly settled in fuwilies than is
usual among the Chnese. Their
wives of course are Siamese, but usu-
ally talk Chinese tolerubly well ; some
seemed to comprehend religious con-
versation quite as readily as their hus-
bands. The children are very nome-
rous ; but few of them are learning to
read. All the houses were visited
ouce, and many of them the second
time, and the people when fouud at
home were conversed with. A con-
sideruble nuruber would usually follow
from hLonse to house, and thus re-
peatedly listen to the messages of the

ospel. Tracts were given to those
who cauld read, of whoin tliere were
found to be a goodiy number. A few
individuals manifested n very interest-
ing spirit of inquiry—especinlly two or
three aged persons, who received tracts
gludly and carefully read them, and
afterwards cume with a wmultitude of
inquiries respecting the meaning of
various passages. God grant that the
call which they have thus received at
the eleventh hour, may be effectual in
bringing them into the vineyard, that
they may not fiil of the reward.

Having completed our visit at Leng-
keaichoo, we proceeded up the river
by moonlight, and in one Lour arrived
at Tu-Chin, a large village of both
Sianese and Chinese, containing per-
haps from seven to ten hundred of the
lutter,  Passing this villnge, in four
hours more we arrived at Luconchirsee.
This is a lurge territory countaining
about thirty sugar mills, separated
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from each other by different, but no
very great distunces up und down the
river. ' ‘These mille ewploy each nhout
150 men, Chinese. Time and other
circumstances allowed a visit to only
six of there mills. Whenever a few
individuals were found, whether with-
in some of the buildings, or in the
fields, couversation or the reading of
smue tract was commenced, and other
persous near would gather round ;
thus ten or filteen persons would listen
to the gospel ten or filteen minutes,
and then receive tracts. From six to
ten such positions were usually taken
within the premises of each mill, and
the same persous would often he pres-
ent at different times. As might be
expected, some would langh, and
some dispute loudly ; others would
attempt tu express in their own lan-
guage, what they conceived to be the
import of the message communicated
to them. Their first opinion usually.
was, that we came to exhort them to
be good—when iuformed that we had
a further end in view, and wished to
direct them to a Savior crucified, they
concluded we were Catholics ; when
informed that we were not, they usu-
ally were unable to form any further
opiuion about us, and quietly allowed
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[us to explain for ourselves, the truths
which we came to promulgate. But
there were still a few other persous
who would listen with atteution, and in
their inquiries manifest a docile spirit,
and seemed anxious to know the truth,

Whether any have received suffi-
cient knowledge of the Savior to guide
their feet in the way of' life, i known
ouly to Him who searcheth all hearts.
It 18 intended to revisit these places
often, especidlly the former, ard per-
haps make it an out-station ; that what
hus been done may not be lost, but
by the blessing of God, be the begin-
ning of a flourishing cliurch there.

In the above tour I was accowpa-
nied by the old assistant, who was a
very great help. 'We went in our little
fumily boat. Though entirely defence-
less and exposed to dunger, we were
preeerved by our.merciful Parent from
all harm, and experieuced much of his
gooduness.

With regard to my own knowledge
of the language, gometimes I found
what I said to be readily undersiood,
and at other timmes it was scarcely un-
derstood at all. I am very far from
being master of the language ; yet I
am not discouraged—I have gotten on

as well as | ever expected.

Miscellang.

THE MISSIONARY AT HOME.

“The following co ication, we suppose,
was not intended for publication, and yet we
are iuclined to think that justice, both to our
missionaries and to the friends of missions,
requires that it should be given to the public.
The work of foreign missions is not an undes-
taking that lasts but for a year ouly 3 it is cne
that ust be prosecuted, probably, for many

generations. It hence becomes very important |

that none bat the most just and sober views be
taken concerning the enterprize.

The communication was made to a member
of the Board, from whom we have solicited it
for publication, and we commend it 10 the
prayerful atteation of ouc readers, beseeching
them 1o remember the injunction of the apos-
tle .—* T'hat there may be an equality.”

¢ Have you no romantic ideas,”’ a friend
once asked me, ¢¢in respect to missions 2’
1 should like to put this question back to
the christian public. 1 think very romantic

ideas are entertained on almost every sub-
jeet connected with missions. i

I recollect a man, much in debt, who, on
being mude governor of one of the western
States, remarked, ¢ Now  that 1 have be-
come governor, every body seems to think
T have comne into possession, all at once, of
as much money as they could wish me to
have.”> So, as soon as a man becomes a
missionary, many seem to suppose him all
at once possessed of every imaginable good
quality that their affectionate hearts wish
him to have. This is romantic. It is
grasping at an end without the intervention
of adequate means. They should remem- .
ber ¢ Coelum, non animam, mutant, qui
trans mare currunt.””  The consequence is,
that no sooner do missionaries show them-
selves possessed of ¢ like passions with
other men,’’ than these same pcople fly
off at a tangent to their former views,

Missionaries are just such people us their
brethren ; neither better nor worse; and as
such they onught to be contempluted. Those

that become missionaries have their charac-
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mand of Christ ¢ to hear what the Spirit
saith;’’ although he himself was the speak-
er. Reminding usthat this is emphatically

the dispensatien of the Third Person in the
Glorious Trinity; that every voice in the
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church—even the voice of Christ himself—
is in a sense subordinate to the Spirit, and
can be heard with salutary effect only as
the Spirit repeats it, and cenveys it into the
soul.

Baptist Seneval Convention for Foreign FAissions.

Recent Entelllgence.

S1am.—A letter has been received from Mr.
Dean, dated ship “ Kusrovia,” Siam Gulf, 10°
N. lat., Feb. 14, 1842, which gives information,
that in consequence of ill health, he had been
compelled to leave Siam, and that he was on
his way to China, by way of Singapore. Hav-
ing expressed his feelings of regret on leaving,
Mr. Dean adds :—

. We still feel happy in the prospect
of employing the knowledge we have
of the language for the good ef the
Chinese. During the few years I have
been in 8iam, it has been my privilege

to baptize sixteen Chinese, one of

whom has died in the hope of heaven,
and the remaining fifteen are now liv-
ing in the fellowship of the church.
Two of these are now with us, with the
prospect of affording us aid in intro-
. ducing the gospel to their countrymen
wherever we may be located.

With the continnance of br. Goddard’s
bealth and other circumstances now
existing, this department of the mission
is in an encoura%ing condition,and we
pray the Lord of the harvest to send
forth more laborers into this field, and
to bless abundantly the labors of those
already there. We know of no place
that better answers our ideas of a field
for missionary labor than 8iam, and we
know of no place where we should
prefer to spend our remaining days,
provided we had the prospect of enjoy-
ing as comfortable bealth as most who
reside there. The officers of govern-
ment know our object, and still place
.no obstacles in our way, but continue
to demean themselves as our personal
friends. The people are friendly and
accessible, and considerable religious
knowledge has been communicated by
means of personal instruction and the
use of booke.

It is our desire to labor for the sal-
vation of the people to whom we have
devoted our lives, and we hope ever to
be willing to labor in that way that will
promise the most good. l¥rom the

trial we have made of the climate of
China, on a former occasion, we have
reason to expect a decided improve-
ment of health, and from what we now

know of the prospects, we lLiave reason

to hope for an encouraging location

among that people; but the results, in

both respects, remain to be proved by
an experiment. Our present expecta-

tion is to proceed by an early opportu-

nity from Singapore to China, leaving
our location to be determined, after re-
ceiving instructions from the Boardj;
while, in the interim, we shall endeavor
to employ ourselves and the native
brethren with us, as we have opportu-

nity, in efforts to advance the cause of
christianity.

A postscript to this letter is dated Singapore
Feb. 22, in which Mr. D. says, we arrived here
yesterday with improved health.

Macao.—Several eommunications bave
been received within a few days from Mr.
Shack, among which is his journal brought
down to Jauvary 22, 1842, extracts from which
will appear in our mext.

Under date of Jan. 14, Mr. Shuek gives the
following account of a baptism :

Capt. T. Rogers, commander of the
ship “ Henry Pratt,” of six hundred
tons, belonging to the port of Phi-
ladelphia, arrived in China about
three months ago, and has been a fre-
quent visjter at our house, our table,
and our altar. 1 met with him in
China during two of his former voy-
ages. He isa man of intelligence, and
of enlightened and warm-hearted piety,
and has been an influential member of
the Presbyterian church for fourteen
years, About four weeks since, he
made some inquiries of me regarding
the Baptists, and from some casual ob-
servations which I then made, he told
me he should like to examine the sub-
ject. I said but little to him, referring
him to the bible, and furnished him
with Carson and Cox, Jewett, Ripley
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there might be a country on the other
side of the globe, and although he was
for a long time ridiculed, he at length
succeeded in obtaining several ships
with which- he made the discovery,
and now the people of various nations
on this continent have gone over and
formed a great country there.

1 have had many discussions with
the brahmins of the same imiport, and
I am inclined to think that very many
among them secretly believe that the
geographical part of their religion must
fall.  The religious part must of course
fall with it.

26. Br. Cutter having returned, we
left the Janji this morning and reached
home a little after noon. Made no
stop except ata village of Doms on the
Namdang, uvear the stone bridge,
where we found a large collection of
people.

27. Wentout with br. Cutter to the
Disang river. Passed through several
very fine villages and extensive rice
fields, and gave away a few tracts.

Received a letter from our excellent
friend Mr. Bruce, who offers to supply
us with what money we need, without
interest, until we can get remittances
from home. This is truly an assistance
in time of need, and will relieve us
from all embarrassment till other ar-
rangements can be made.

30. Lord’sday. Went out with the
brethren into the villages on the Gor-
gaun road, Found several groups of
people, who listened with much ap-
parent interest.

Feb. 6. Went into the bazar and
entered into a tailor’s shop, where 1
had a dispute with some Mussulmans.
They manifested some opposition at
first, but one of the better informed
Mussulmans coming in, who was dis-
posed to be reasonable in his argu-
ments, the discussion ended very sat-
isfactorily, and 1 hope some truth
found its way to their minds.

9. Resumed the translation of Acts,
which has been interrupted for some
time. Iave now reached the 12th
chapter. Find it much harder to
translate than the gospels, owing prin-
cipally to the difficulty of constructing
the complex sentences, which are of so
frequent occurrence in Acts.

20. After conversing a while in the
bazar, went down to the river’s bank,
where some houses are being erected
for the Auniati Gosain, the spirit-
ual lord of this part of Assam, who is
coming, it is said, with a large retinue,
and is to remain here for some time.
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His influence over the people is very
great. Found here a respectable ba-
boo, and a large number of the Gos-
ain’s people, who listened with some
interest, though evidently much op-
posed to the truth.

March 13. Went into the bazar,
where I found the people building a
nam-ghor, or meeting-house. Inquired
of them what virtue there could be in
breaking the Sabbath to build a meet-
ing house. A number of people gath-
ered round and listened with apparent
interest, while I explained the institu-
tion of the Sabbath. None of them at-
tempted to dispute.

20. Spent the afternoon in the
zayat, where I had a long dispute with
several Assamese on the Hindu doctrine
of fate. They all believed that God
has written the fate of every man upon
his forehead—that if he is a thief or
murderer, it is in consequence of the
Deity having so ordained. Endeavored
to show them that on this plan there

.| could be no such thing as sin, or if so,

that the guilt belonged to God and not
to man;—and that consequently the
shasters which contained such doc-
trines, could not have been given by a
holy God. One or two professed
themselves satisfied that their doctrine
was false. About sundown went into
the bazar, where a large number gath-
ered around me. Pursued the subject
commenced in the zayat, after which 1
had a dispute with the head-man on
geography. Soon after, a well dressed
baboo came up and entered into the
discussion, who appeared to under-
stand the European system of geogra-
phy as well as his own. He labored
for some time to reconcile the two sys-
temns, but not succeeding, he at length
said that the Hindu system was not
made for the learned, but only for the
common people—the learned of course
knew better. At this frank confession
the people raised a shout of laughter,
and the baboo walked off; appearing te
enjoy the merriment as well as any of
them. :

Sfam,

LETTER FROM MR. JONES, DATED BANG-
KoK, APRIL 19, 1842,

Publication and translation of the scrip-
tures and tracts.

By this opportunity I send a few
copies of “Daniel,” the 3d edition.
The 2d edition was a mere reprint of
the 1st, with the correction of a few
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orthographic mistakes. The 3d has
been carefully compared with the ori-
ginal story, and a few passages have
been translated and substituted for
some which seemed not so relevant to
the subject. The tract has thus been
enlarged about a page and a half. The
general character of it remains un-
changed.

Romans will be completed in a few
days. Iam engaged, at such times as
1 can get, in translating from Burman,
Mr. Boardinan’s tract, the “ Ship of
Grace,” and may, perhaps, print it
soon. It is a parable, and the natives
are exceedingly fond of parables. The
Chinese church is still an object of
much interest. Mr. Goddard’s teacher
was added to it, by baptisin, a few
weeks since.

: Change of Siamese views.

The change which I have previous-
ly spoken of in Siamese views, grow-
ing out of intercourse with foreigners,
and acquaintance with some of the
principles of foreign science, is much
-greater than I had heretofore supposed.

he Siamese list of books generally
regarded as sacred, and as ground of
ultimate decision in matters of their re-
ligion, is the same as the Burmese list.
On showing this list to one of the
most intelligent and candid priests of
the country, a few days since, he at
once disposed of nearly two-thirds of
them, by saying that they were not to
be regarded as of any authority what-
ever. I learn, from various sources,
that several hundreds of the most in-
fluential priests adopt the same views,
and that they are daily spreading
among different classes of people. All
these hail the appearance of the Gol-
den Balance as auxiliary to their sen-
timents. Though they are still reluct-
ant to adopt those views which are
peculiar to christianity,—with them the
ground of controversy is narrowed ex-
ceedingly. It must relate, principally,
to the metempsychosisand eventual an-
nihilation, or the doctrine of a proba-
tion here and endless joy or wo here-
after. They say, were they satisfied of
a future endless state of rewards and
punishments, they could but rejoice in
the reception of christianity, as the
only system which provides for the
forgiveness of sin. Sinners, they ac-
knowledge themselves to be,and read-
ily grant that Budhism provides no
means or hopes of pardon. It would
not be surprising, if these various dis-
agreeing views should materially facil-
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itate the spread of truth. They will
lead to discussion, and awaken minds
naturally dormant. They will accus-
tom men to think, and thinking seems
to be one of the first advances towards
christjanity. 1 speak now of intel-
lectual processes.—I do not forget the
agency required to renovate the heart.
—Let that be continually and fervent-
ly implored. You cannot fail to bear
in mind our state.

LETTER FROM MR. DAVENPORT, DATED
BANGEOK, APRIL 6, 1842,

Desire for iracts, and an increasing
seriousness.

The heat being the most oppressive
at this season of the year,—thermotn-
eter ranging from 85° to 95° and 98°
in the shade, during the day,—I have
recently taken only some short excur-
sions into the country, for the purpose
of conversing with the people and dis-
tributing tracts. My plan has been to
select some intelligent individual from
among the crowd of hearers, to whom
I direct the most of my conversation,
while the rest stand or sit around and
listen. These individuals sometimnes
propose important questions, in an-
swering which, remarks are made
which I hope will convey benefit and
permanent good to some. I some-
times, however, address the multitude
promiscuously, especially if I can re-
ceive their attention,

After such instructions, the anxiety
to receive tracts seems to be generally
much increased :—though, in other cir-
cumstances, go where you will, with
very few exceptions, the people crowd
around you and beg in the most im-
portunate manner for books. 1 think
persons from a distance are much
more in the habit of calling at our
premises for tracts, than formerly.
Many of these are aged, grave looking
persons, and some of their counte-
pances seemed to say, “they desired
to know the truth.” An individual
called the other day to receive a new
supply of books; and I was pleased to
hear him give so good an account of
those he had read, in a most serious
and fluent manner. 1 thought he was
not far from the kingdom of God.
Oh! that the blessed Spirit would
cause these sacred truths to affect his
heart and life. :

Hundreds of thousands of the leaves
of precious truth have recently been
distributed far and near. And do we
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‘believe, and do we pray, that God’s
qruth shall not return unto him void,
but shall accomplish that whereunto
it is sent? Then we labor not with-
out encouragement. Eternity will wit-
ness that these seeds of precious things
have produced a harvest to the praise
and glory of God.

LETTER FROM MR, GODDARD, DATED
BANGKOK, APRIL 16, 1842,

“In the course of last month,” says Mr.
-Goddard, “our native Chi i , Keok
Cheng, made a third visit to Leng-kea-choo
and Kua-sai-se. He was abseut eighteen days.
He distributed tracts, and conversed with the
people by the way, as well as at each of those
places. The following is a translation of his

" own account of the tour, written after his re-
return, from which it would seem that the la-
bors of the were ded with en-
couraging results. I should hope that the per-
sons whom he mentions are at least hopeful
iuquirers, if mot genuine converts. He says
the bearts of the people in country places are
not so much hardened as here in the city, aad
he seems to prefer to labor among them.
‘Gambling and intemperance certainly do unot
prevail there as here. Yet we hope God has a
people here in the city as well as in thé coun-
ry, and that from both united, he will raise up
one glorious church to the praise and honor of
his name.”

Tour of Keok Cheng.

“On the 3d day of the present
moon, (March 15th,) I started, accord-
ing to instruction, for the country vil-
lages to distribute tracts. But meet-
ing high winds and ebbing tide, we
spent one night in ‘Mong Luon,
{name of a canal through which we
had to pass,) and explained the reli-
gion of Jesus to all who were willing
to hear. On the 4th we arrived at
Leng-kea-choo. But as this village
had previously been supplied with
tracts, few were needed. I, therefore,
conversed with them on the truth of
God, and attended worship with the
families of as many as were willing.
1, moreover, accepted a residence in
the family of one who heard this doc-
trine joyfully, and every evening, when
people are at leisure, lighted a lamp
and invited the neighbors to come to-
gether and listen to the truth. Now I
reckon that of those who joyfully be-
lieve in this doctrine are the follow-
ing, viz.:—*Peh Kaou, Peh Ngeum,
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Peh Kwung, Chek Kam, Chek Moe,
Chek Seng, besidés a man who lives
and does business in a boat, viz,, Peh
Soe, who has not long resided in that
place. With these several men, I at-
tended the worship of God three or
four times. On the 10th we went up
to Kun-sai-se to distribute tracts.
There, also, we found those who heard
us joyfully, but the families were scat-
tered abroad.* I remained in that
neighborhood not many days. Chek
Hony only with warm heart believed.
I abode in his house two nights, and
conversed with him on the things of
God. On the 17th I returned to Leng-
kea-choo, and on the 19th went up to
Tai-tit-toon (a place this side of L.)
and distributed tracts, and on the same
day about noon, the tide favoring, re-
turned to Bangkok. ‘We daily had
morning and evening worship in the
boat with Chek Hwat and the others,
and conversed with all who came.
Such is a brief outline, leaving many
things unnoticed.”

PMaulmaln.
LETTER FROM MR. HASWELL.

Mr. Haswell, under date of May 26, 1842,
having att 1

ded to some s, g
which we notice a request for certain farming
utensils for some of the native brethren, whe
were beginning to turn their attention to agri-
cultural pursuits, adds—

I am now engaged in translating the
epistle to the Hebrews, and in the
study of Burman during the day; be-
sides which, 1 preach from five to six
times a week, and attend to other du-
ties as they present. 1 shall not print
any thing until after the rains, as it is
very difficult to be much on the river
at this season, as I shall be obliged to
be whenever 1 print, there being no
one who can correct the proofs but
myself, so that I must be often in
Maulmain. Afier the rains are over, I
hope to be able to print the epistles
from Galatians to the end of Hebrews,
and, perhaps, may get Jamesand Peter
ready also; but do not expect to.
Last month I had the pleasure of bap-

* A riot had occurred on one of their days
for idol worship, aud a man was killed. The
custom of the Siamese is, when any crime is
committed, if the true offender cannot be se-
cured, to seize all who live in the veighbor-
hood 3 henl:|e,l in such cases, the neighbors flee

* Peh, is an appellation of an aged man.
Chek, of a man in middle life.

and lves,—such was the state of
things at Kun-sai-se. . i
t A disciple who accompanied him as rower.



