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Jonx TAYLOR JoNES was born at New Ipswich, N. H,, July 16,1802. Much of
his youth was spent at Ashby, Mass: He was carly mado a subject of divine grace,
and connected himself with the Conghegational church in his native town, at the age
of fifteen years. Impressed with 'a sense of the duty which he owed to the cause
of Christ, he abandoned the business to which he had been devoted, and pursued a
course of study preparatory to the ministry. He was graduated at Ambherst College
in the year 1825, and prosccuted the usual course of theological study, partly at
the Andover, and partly at the Newton seminary. It was during his residence at
Andover that the ordinance of baplism stood before his mind in a new light.
Then it was that he distinctly apprehended the obligation of every Christian to
acknowledge his allegiance to his divine Master by a voluntary and personal self-
dedication. Notwithstanding the self-denial it involved, he severed himself for
conscience’ sake from the friends and patrons of his earlier years ; —like Judson
and others, postponing every consideration to his duty to his ascended Lord. He
was baptized in Boston in the year 1828, by the Rev. Dr. Malcom, pastor of the
then Federal street church. In the following year, he was appointed a missionary
to Burmah. InFeb. 1831, he arrived at Maulmain. He was diligent on shipboard.
The time which many spend in gratifying a vacant curiosity, he devoted to unwearied
toil. A record which remains of his occupations during the voyage, shows that he
pursued his literary employments to nearly as good advantage as if he had been on.
land and in the most quiet study.

He was not long, after reaching Maulmain, in entering upon the preliminary
training for his future work. His first object was to secure a competent teacher of
the Burman tongue. Soon after commencing the study of the language, he began a
series of expository lectures on the Acts, for the British soldiers at Maulmain. He
did not delay his efforts to do good till he was prepared to preach in the dialect of
the heathen.
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He embraced every opportunity of usefulness as it occurred, and was thus ever
engaged about his Master’s business. The circumstances of the mission proved an
embarrassment and hindrance to Mr. Jones. When he entered upon the missionary
work, he contemplated service among the Burmans ; and he commenced his studies
and formed his plans with reference to that sphere of labor. But he had been only
a short time in Burmah, before the cry for instruction from the destitute Talings
began to be long and loud. The brethren of the mission in their journeys, often
met with villages in which po other dialect was understood. Mr. Mason remarked
that “ half Burmah is probably not one half the extent to which the language is
spoken.” The amount of work to be done, and the few laborers to do it, made it
necessary to study the most economical use of the means at their command. It was
finally arranged that Mr. Jones should pursue this new dialect, thus opening a wider
field for the conquests of the gospel. This arrangement did not render useless the
attainments he had already made in the language of the Buymans. On the contrary
he found the Burman necessary as a door to the Taling. Neither grammar nor
dictionary of the language existed within his knowledge. The attainments of the
missionaries who had given attention to it had never been recorded. And his only
alternative was to acquire the Taling through the medium of the Burman. Thus
every step of his progress in one language facilitated his use of the other.

So rapid was his progress in the study of these dialects, that he wasable to preach
in Burman for the first time Jan. 29, 1832,— less than a year after his arrival in the
country. He also made good progress in the Taling, and in a knowledge of the
extent to which it could render him useful in his missionary work. It was ascertained
that a large number of persons were accessible through it also in Siam.

The attention of the missionaries had often been drawn by the Board to this
kingdom ; and now the finger of Providence seemed to pointin that direction. Mr.
Jones was in many respects a suitable man to found a new mission. His sound and
accurate judgment, his practical wisdom, his perseverance, his decision, his affability
and modesty, all pointed him out for the work. Besides, he had already acquired
a partial knowledge of at least one language extensively employed there. The
other members of the mission had engaged in the most important parts of the labor
belonging to their several stations. It appeared that Mr. Jones was the person,
and this the time to commence an effort for the people of Siam; to plant in another
kingdom the standard of the Redeemer. The brethren, at his request, gave him
their opinion in writing, encouraging the project. He immediately procured a Siam-
aese teacher, and also commenced his arrangements to remove at the earliest possible
day to Bangkok. Incontemplating his removal, Mr. Jones writes :—* It might seem
to be @ matter of regret that I should have spent so much time in acquiring the lan-
guage of Burmah, if I am hereafter to labor where I shall have no occasion to use
it. That this will be the case is by no means certain. If it should be, it will still be
of advantage to me, inasmuch as the religious customs and many of the religious
terms are the same. Anobservance of the manner in which missions are conducted,
may be of service, important service too, in the commencement of a new mission.

« The enterprise is a great one, and I feel my inadequateness to a work of such
magnitude. Let me be sustained by the constant prayers of the saints. Aided by
the wisdom which God gives in answer to the supplications of his saints, if my life
snd health are preserved by his care, I may, feeble and sinful as I am, do something
towards scattering those seeds of truth, which will produce the fruits of immortality.”

Owing to the difficulty of obtaimung a passage directly to Siam, Mr. Jones was
obliged to go first to Singapore, where he spent his time in studying the Siamese and
preaching in English, and reached Bangkak in April, 1833. Efforts had been made
to establish a mission here, by Messrs. Tomline and Gutzlafl,in August, 1828. Their
{abors were diracted chiefly to the Chinese, resident in the capital. They first dis-
tributed Chinese books, spoke to the people on religious topics, and received per-
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sons who thronged to them from all quarters to receive medical attendance or to ob-
tain books. In the course of time they gained some knowledge of the Siamese
through the Chinese, and commenced the work of translating the Scriptures. Only
a few chapters of John were printed. Mr. Gutzlaff left for Peking in 1831, and
Mr. Tomline a year afterwards. Other missionaries, two or three in nuwber, had at
one time resided in Siam; but they had forsaken the place, through ill health, or
discouragement, or to remove to more promising stations, and the field was now
wholly unoccupied.

In the early part of his residence here, Mr Jones was called to the discipline of
afffiction in the loss of a child. Thus God taught his servant, that he had not found
a rest on earth. Thus he admonished him to do the work of life with his might.
Thus he sanctified his servant, casting loose the affections that bound him to this
world, and summoning him to lay up a crown in heaven.

Baptism was administered for the first time in Siam, December 8, 1833, to three
Chinese. On the Sabbath preceding, the first communion was enjoyed. Solitary
and sad, Mr. Jones and his wife sat down to the sacramental supper. The noise of
war was around them—the Siamese having planned an attack upon Cochin China,
and the war boats were assembling from every quarter. No pompous cathedral
sheltered them. No organ’s tone aided their closing hymn. No throng of believers
mingled in the act, with beaming eyes communicating to one another the joys they
felt, or with answering tears weeping over the desolations around them.. But the
Lord Jesus was doubtless with them, according to his promise, and the scene was
noted and registered in heaven.

In the month of May, 1834, Mr. Jones had become so far familiar with the
language that he ventured to issue from the press his first tract in Siamese. For
some time he had confined his attention chiefly to native books and to conversation;
that he might secure a free, natural and flowing style. In this work he was
pronounced by the best educated natives, remarkably successful. By the close of
the year, he had completed two more tracts, besides a translation of Matthew's
gospel. Thus was commenced that great work of his life, the giving of the New
Testament to the Siamese in their own tongue. Slowly and painfully he labored
on, till in October, 1843, the whole New Testament was rendered into the language
of the country. He was peculiarly fitted for this duty by his early studies, by his
skill in the original Scriptures,and by his enthusiasm in biblical exegesis. He had
a passion for the work. His sound judgment set him above weak and fanciful inter-
pretations. His perseverance urged him forward, as one who had weighed his
responsibility and formed a due estimate of the enduring work he was doing for God
and the people. And, had he done no other good, his translation of the New
Testament would be a most honorable monument to his memory ;—to the people
of Siam, the noblest boon he could render them. Persons high in rank and oftice
among the Siamese, have been known to quote portions of his translation as models
of correctness and beauty.

The heart of Mr. Jones was full of an expansive benevolence. Though pressed
to the earth by a sense of the burden resting upon him in Bangkok, he suggested
to the Board the occupancy of other and promising ficlds of labor in Siam, in As<
sam, Laos, Thibet and Chittagong, from which the devoted Colman was removed
by death in 1820, and no successor has entered into his labors. He did this, ot
through willingness to divide forces already too weak ; not because he thought
that help could be spared from any existing station; but because, standing in the
midst of the desolations, and within sight of the brightening rays of promise, he felt
that the earth is given to Christ, and that the time is come for his people to go up
and possess i-. '

In 1834 a second bereavement overtook him, in the loss of a daughter; and in
March, 1838, a still greater, in the death of his wife. She was the daughter of Rev.
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Heory Grew, of Hartford, Conn., a lady of agreeable appearance and pleasing
address. Thus his house was rendered desolate. But though stricken with sorrow,
he continued to pursue his work. Translations, conversations, and the care of the
press fully occupied histime. As a good soldier of Jesus Christ, he stood at his post,
though the friends dearest to his héart full around him. The less he had, of an
outward nature, to cheer and console him, the more did he seek, by a faithful per-
formance of his daties, to please his Lord and Master. It wasa few months after the
death of his wife, that he made his first tour into the interior of Siam, in Feb. 1889.
This was not the work best adapted Yo his talent and inclination. Though he counld
have made himself useful in it — useful as those brethren who have pursued this
employment most vigorously —still his place was rather in the study. There he
was qualified to shine. There he was fitted to be useful. There he wrought out,in
obscurity and silence, work for immortality. Soon after his return to his labors, he
found that an immediate arrangement in respect to his children was demanded,
both by their welfare, and his own usefulness. He therefore left Siam for Singapore
in the earliest vessel, and from Singapore revisited the United States.

Previous to his retarn to Siam, he was married to Miss Judith Leavits, of Meredith
Village, N. H. This connection continued about six years,a union of true affection
and mutual sympathy. The health of Mrs. Jones gave way under the climate and
the labors incident to her station. The best medical advisers urged her return to
her native hills, as the only possible means of preserving her life. She died on her
passage to this country, and her husband had the grief of committing her body to
an ocean-grave, there to sleep till the sea shall give up its dead. Two children
survive from the first marriage, and one from the second. ’

Brought thus unexpectedly again to his native country, Mr. Jones spent a fow
months among his friends. During this time he preached in many pulpits, he inter-
ceded for the perishing heathen with individuals, ard with Christian congregations.
He labored to secure one or two missionaries to return with him to the scene of his
labors, to share in his toils, and to carry forward the work, when he himself should
be called to leave it. He felt himself oppressed, worn down, decaying under his
efforts. The spirit was willing, but the flesh was weak. Though he was ready to
return to Siam, as it were to be sacrificed on the altar of God, and of zeal for his
work, he lamented for the dying heathen. A good beginning had been made. Must
it all, or chiefly, be lost in the event of his death? Must he go back alone and bear
the report—* no man cares for your souls” ? His appeal to the young men and the
churches was almost without response. His patience and his faith were tried ; bat
his love for the heathen and his zeal for his Master were unquenched. Before his
return he was married to Miss Sarah Sleeper, then the accomplished preceptress of
the female department of the New Hampton Institution, and she still lives to mourn
his loss.

During this visit, his intercourse with his friends was peculiarly refreshing. He
exhibited the blended cheerfulness and sobriety of the ripe Christian. Affable,
gentle, communicative, he made himself and his master-theme,—the missionary
enterprise,—every where welcome. He stood as the representative of the cause,
and of the perishing heathen. His clear percaptions, his sober judgment, his sound
reasoning, his irresistible conclusions, won upon every audience before whom he
spoke, and every private circle with which he mingled. His extensive knowledge
made him an agreeable companion. His age, experience and well-earned reputation
gave weight to his words. Ilis unaffected piety shone forth conspicuously from his
walk and conversation. The chastening of affliction had given refinement to his
character, depth to his feelings and fervor to his religion. His enthusiasm in his
work was never greater. His desire to be useful in the cause of Christ was never
more striking. Though his frame was weakened by disease, and worn by excessive
toil inan enfeebling climate, his friends did not realize that the residue of his
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journey would be so short. Heaven is often nearer to earth than we imagine.
In his case it was very near. He returned to his post in the fall of 1847, and
entered afresh upon his duties with vigor and zeal. Never was there more to
encourage hope. Mr. Jones was known throughout the city of Bangkok. As a
translator of government documents, he was highly esteemed at the court. The
object of his residence in Siam was known to the king and his officers ; but no
obstacle was put in the way of his efforts. His wisdom was universally respected.
The king often sent to him in emergencies to ask his opinion. The magistrates
relied apon his judgment. The best educated natives, when he spoke, were heard
to whisper privately, in token of their admiration,—% He is a real sage.” He had
completed the translation of the New Testament, and prepared many uvseful books;
90 that, with the aid of additional helpers, the prospects of the miesion were never
fairer. But the weary workman was soon to be dismissed. The tired soldier was
about to be crowned, before the conquest was wholly achieved. The reaper was
to rest on his sheaves at noon.

Tidings frequently came of the feebleness of his health, and the decay of his
Living energy. It began to be felt that little reliance could be placed on the con-
tinuance of his life. Though he was the main support of the mission, God could
dispense with him, removing him to nobler tervice above. Near the close of August,
1851, he had an attack of dysentery, which greatly prostrated his powers. For
several days, the members of the mission tremulously watched every symptom,
anxious that it might be one which should encourage hope. But hope was kindled
only to be quenched again. It brightened only to perish. On the 12th of Septem-
ber, all hope of his recovery was given up. For some days his mind had been
wandering, partly under the influence of opiates, and partly the effect of his disease.
He said to Dr. Bradley and others, “ Assure my friends of my unfailing attachment
to them. Tell them my hopes, though sometimes ascending, sometimes declining,
are fized upon Him who is from everlasting to everlasting.” At another time he
mid to Mrs. Jones, “ It. will soon end with us.” Three of Mrs. Jones's pupils were
brought to him, to whom he said in Siamese, “ You have often heard me tell you
that the affairs of this world are of short duration.” Being asked if he had any
message to send to his little daughter, he said, “ If God gives me strength to think
and speak, I hope to.” Two friends calling on him in the morning of Scptember
12th, be reached out his hand, and said, “ We must all go to another world.”
He had a very restless night, with excruciatig pain. He eaid but little.
His thoughts were perhaps misty and dull through bodily torment. Perhaps, in
that sad silence, he was engaged in introspection. Perhaps the soul occasion-
ally caught "a glimpse of the brighter world, where there shall be no more pain;
or was conscious that it leaned on the rod and staff of the good Shepherd.
At one time he said, “Lord of mercy, be the end and portion of thy servant.”
Again, under great distress, he said, “My friends, is there any relief? If so, tell
me how.” Thus passed away the last weary night of pain. In the morning of
September 13, at half past six, the suffering believer rested, and the freed spirit
entered into the joy of its Lord. Asthe morning sun shone forth upon the world,
he that had been faithful, and bad labored, and had not fainted, put on the raiment
of immortality, and passed within the gates of Paradise.

The same afternoon, funeral services were performed at his residence, both in
English and Siamese. The attendance at the obsequies was unusually large. Many
of the people came to testify their respect, and to look for the last time upon the face
of the man who was universally revered. The king sent a present, as a token of
his respect, wishing that it might be deposited in the coffin.

The title of Doctor in Divinity had been conferred upon him a few years before
his death. With his characteristic modesty, he wrote to the Missionary Rooms—
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4 Omit this title in addressing me. Say nothing to recall it to mind ; and it will thus
least attract notice.”

In the character and career of Dr. Jones, a few things are specially prominent.
He had great decision and perseverance. When a right action was to be done, he
did it, without regard to consequences. When a course of duty seemed of & nature
pleasing to God, be pursued it through darkness and discouragement, keeping his
end in view, and steadily pressing towards it through years of disheartening gloom.
With him religion was not so much a feeling, as a principle; not so much an occa-
sional impulse, as an ever acting and an equably acting force. He rejoiced in the
sunshine of prosperity ; but he toiled on with steady zeal under the deepest shade.
Almost every letter which he wrote for several years, implored aid for his mission.
It is deeply thrilling and affecting to read his unsuccessful appeals. Yet he piously
yielded to the will of Providence and the decisions of his brethren, and submitted
to the necessity of his condition. He had given himself to the work, and there was
no going back. He felt that he was a consecrated man. He was pledged to the
cause of Jesus Christ, and engaged in his work, as a man who could conceive no
other. It was his life, his joy. Dr. Jones had an extraordinary tact for the attain-
ment of languages. He learned them easily and accurately. If the members of the
mission at any time desired the exact shade of meaning of a word, vernacular or
foreign, he was always ready to give it. If the precise rendering of a Siamese word
into English, or an English word into Siamese was required, he was never at a loss.
He was much more eloquent in Siamese than in English ; often, to the astonishment
of his friends who had heard him preach in both. He was called upon to translate
numerous public documents for the king. His service was of great importance both
to the English and American ambassadors, as an interpreter between them and the
king of Siam. His translations were always relied upon as immaculate, and com-
plimented by the king, as showing more knowledge of the minute forms of the lan-
guage than even educated natives ordinarily possessed.

He was known throughout Bangkok as a man of integrity. What he said, could
be depended on. Hence his word was final. What he said was never to be
doubted. He was also a man of great prudence. No unkind word escaped his
lips. No vituperative remark was ever made by him concerning his brethren. He
yielded every thing but principle for the sake of peace. But principle was not to
be yielded for any consideration.

He was a peacemaker among the natives. Often they brought to him domestic
and other difficulties, and he knew how to pour oil on the troubled waters. He
never created trouble. He had the wisdom to soothe and mitigate it.

Though his chief place was the study, he did not shrink from contact with the
living world. He stood before kings, erect in Christian dignity and self-poesession.
He dispensed medicine, and imparted religious teaching and advice to the poor and
the ignorant. He spoke freely on divinerthings, to all who came within his reach,
not only to the common people, but often when he was called to the palace,—enter-
ing into the closest argument concerning the truths of the gospel with the chief men
of the court.

He was distingunished for Christian charity. He lived in habits of the most
friendly intercourse with persons of a different religious faith from his own. His
gracious spirit has shed its fragrance over the city, where it will long linger. The
influence of his catholic heart will remain, a monument to his piety and love, and
an example to future missionaries.

In his home in Siam he seemed to be in his proper element. A perfect impres-
sion of his character could not be obtained from his letters, or from his appearance
in the United States. He must also be seen at Bangkok, in the midst of his work.
Here there was a spring to his thought and manner, a cheerful manifestation of joy,
a breaking forth of a heart lively and peaceful, a delight in work, and in the work
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of God, thqugh under discouragement, which presented him in ‘an attitude unseen
while he was in America.

But notwithstanding his high adaptation to his work, he has gone from among us.
He rests from his labors. God had need of him in a higher sphere, and he has
taken his servant to himself. The mission is bereaved of his decision of character,
his sound Jud.gment, his amiable and loving spirit, his cheerful performance of duty,
his prudence, his piety. Heaven has them all. May his mantle fall upon many
successors.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE MISSIONS, 1852-58.

If we had occasion, a year since, in reviewing the state of our missions, to utter
the language of gratitude and hope, and to remark tokens by which Providence
summoned us “to fresh and enlarged exertion,” a present outlook on the fields
assigned us must give a stronger impulse to these emotions. Unless we greatly mistake
the signs of the times, prospects are opening before us, opportunities are offering to
our zeal, enterprises are soliciting our efforts, constraining our sense of obligation
and attracting our most disinterested affections, in far more than a common
measure.

In BurnmAg, at the beginning of last year, there were prospects nqt wholly clear
bat still highly encouraging, that the missionto Ava would meet with an unexpected
tolerance from the king. Hostilities between the king and the government of British
India bave since temporarily arrested progress in this direction ; but the quiet occu~
pation of ngoon and Bassein by the English forces, ha. enabled our brethren to
resume missionary labor at those stations, with entire freedom and with the evident
favor of God. The great probability that the lower provinces of the empire,
included within the limits of the ancient kingdom of Pegu, will be permanently
added to the British dominions gives assurance that there will be immediate occasion
to enlarge our agencies for evangelizing the races of Burmah. In view of these cir-
cumstances, a deputation has been sent by the Executive Committee to meet the
whale body of Burman and Karen missionaries, with them carefully to survey the
ground and consult on the best methods of effectively occupying it. For the present
Mesers. Kincaid and Dawson, joined temporarily by Mr. Vinton of the Maulmain
Karen Mission, occupy Rangoon; and Messrs. Abbott and Van Meter, of the
Sandoway Mission, have commenced operations at Bassein. The war now in
progress, while it seems likely to be overruled for the ultimate good of Burmah,
has brought immediate evil on the Karen churches,— their chapels having been
demolished, their members plundered and driven into battle to bear the chief brunt
of the conflict. Numbers have fallen in fight, and ,others have suffered from the
vindictive severity of their Burman rulers. But they hold fast to the faith, and look
with hope for the consummation they have long devoutly wished — the subjugation
of the country to a Christian government.

The missions in Tenasserim and Arracan have gone forward in their several
departments as prosperously as could be hoped in the distractions of the time, and
while they are so inadequately manned. The Karen Theological School at Maul-
main is still without a regular instructor. In the sudden removal, by death, of Mr.
Campbell, the Arracan Mission was bereaved of a brother greatly beloved and of
high promise, while he had but entered on the threshold of his desired work. Mr.
Stilson of the Maulmain Burman Mission, and Miss Wright of the Maulmain Karen
Mission, have returned to this country with health so impaired as to make the prob-
ability of their resuming missionary labor extremely doubtful. Mrs. Bennett of the
Tavoy Mission, who accompanied them, is o far invigorated by her voyage, that
she hopes soon to take paseage for her adopted home. Mr. Cross, of the same Mis-
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sion, has been obliged by the feeble health of his wife to accompany her to this
country, with which intent they embarked in July last from Maulmain for England.
Mr. and Mrs. Haswell, of the Maulmain Burman Mission, have set out on their
return to the field from which an afflictive providence had separated them. The
rapid progress that has been made in giving to the Karens the entire Scriptures in
their own language, and also in completing the Burman dictionary and a concord-
ance to the Burman Scriptures, two important works left unfinished by Dr. Judson,
deserves grateful notice. These are works not for years but for generations. Seven
brethren have been appointed to reinforce the several Burman and Karen Missions,
of whom three missionaries with four female assistant missionaries have departed
for their respective destinations; but their spheres of labor, and many other matters
involving the interests of all those missions, will be brought under review by the
conference of missionaries soon to be convened at Maulmain, as the result of which
important changes may be made in the details, if notin some of the general arrange-
ments of the several missionary agencies now in operation.

Our mission in S1iAM has been bereaved of its founder, and the translator of the
New Testament, one who enjoyed in largest measure the confidence of his brethren
at home and abroad. This visitation, at a time when they were just beginning to
recover from the calamitous fire of the preceding season, severely tried the faith
of the survivors. But they have had strength to go on in the use of the limited
means at their disposal, in the faith that they may see of the salvation of the Lord
among the Siamese. In common with those of other societies, the mission continues
to enjoy the favor of the king and the respect, if not the cordial regard, of the
people. The Chinese church has enjoyed a measure of spiritual blessing and
increase. Among that interesting portion of the population, however, the recent
legalization of the opium traffic is producing fatal effects. Mr. Chandler continues
in this country completing the outfit of the printing department. He should not
return alone.

In Cnixa, the mission at Hongkong has enjoyed a season of uninterrupted labor,
which is not fruitless. The Ningpo Mission by its reduced numbers, and its strengh
still more reduced by disease, appeals strongly for reinforcement. Mr. Goddard,
though in feeble health, prosecutes in conjunction with Mr. Dean the translation of
the Seriptures, of which the New Testament is drawing rapidly to a conclusion, in
a style which receives approbation at other missionary stations as faithful and intel-
ligible. Mr. and Mrs. Lord continue in this country with the hope, though without
any immediale prospect, that they may return where their presence is so much
needed.

The members of the Assax Mission have for the most part been able to labor con-

tinuously through the year, not without severe trials, but with much also to strengthen
them in their efforts. Embracing an early opportunity after the arrival of the rein-

forcement in 1851, measures were taken to organize the several departments more
efficiently, and especially tg provide for increased attention to itinerant preaching,
by enlisting in the service a larger number of native brethren. Seven native assist-
ants, four preachers and three colporteurs, were appointed, and the spirit in which
they have entered upon their mission to their countrymen, is auspicious of much
good. The orphan institution at Nowgong and the boarding schools at Gowahati
and Sibsagor are accomplishing the end of their establishment, and have witnessed
some precious displays of divine grace. To prosecute their work worthily would
seem to demand, in the judgment of the mission, a still larger reinforcement and
the occupation of new stations. It is matter for devout thankfulness that the limited
number actually in the field have been able to gather so many sheaves.

The mission to the TEFL0O0GOOS continues, in weakness as regards numbers, but
still upheld and made strong through faith, to hold forth the word of life. With
much in the state of the people to enkindle and sustain their zeal, with some fruits
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house. I could do little for
woman but to give her words
and advise her to return h
strength of the Lord. This sl
to her great surprise found he
very quiet, waiting for her.
22— Visited the friends at Farel ; re-
ceived a donation of ten dollars for the
Tract Society.

“ During this quarter,” Mr. Haese remarks, in
concluding his journal of three months’ labors, of
which the preceding extracts will give a vivid im-

ssion, “I have baptised thirty-two believers.”

" He sdds o list of his seventoen statlons with the
number of hearers ; most of them range from fifty
btvnhnndndeuh,mﬁwtmtyhfotty
twalylhkhgtohcxwo(hnmdtmty
With much to di he is evidently bl
’-uo-uhmneumu,mnmmgmchnﬂn;m
ments made in the January number, (p. 11,) of the
‘progress of the gospel in Oldenburg.

————

SIAM.
JOU'BNLL OF MISS HORSB
A tonr {n the country—A family party

Sept. 1, 1852—Left my garden home*
at an early hour this morning, and spent
the day with my associates at the Mis-
sion.—Weekly prayer meeting in the af-
ternoon was conducted by Mr. Ashmore.
After tea took leave of my friends and
started in the “Dove” (Mr. Chandler’s
large boat) for Pétchabinie, with my
teacher, his wife and two children, my
three eldest pupils, my own servant and
two other boatmen. Stopped a few mo-
ments at the central Missiont and was
met by several of its members, who en-
couraged me on my way by kind wishes
and various contributions to my comfort
during the tour. Had a bright moon
and favoring tide most of the night, and
the boatmen rowed with strong hands
and merry hearts till morning.

2. — Stopped for a hasty breakfast
near Tanehin, but before the men had
completed their meal we were again on
our way. There was no opportunity for
morning worship; those not at the oars

® For a description of this garden, and the cir-
. camstanoes under which Miss Morse adopted itasa
residence, see last vol. p. 332.

1 That of the American Missionary Association.
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soon asleep. The day was pleasant.
a short stay at Bangbd, where we
During the night passed Mahon
villages. Reached

opening of the Gulf,

about )

8, the Gulf at day-break.
After a sail or four hours, witha

ached
shore.
1d re-
1@ has
He
aunt.
found
h his
wife
They
come,
releaf
little

surprise at the reply, “ I never eat it.”

Visit 10 & temple—Worship with the family.

I remained about an hour, then walk-
ed out a short distance to & small moun-
tain, the only curiosity in the place.
Visited a wat sitnated upon its summit.
Saw but two priests and a few of their
pupils. As I descended, my conductor
led me to a small cave near its base,
where, in a reclining posture, was a huge
idol extending quite across from side to
side, with fresh flowers and other gifts

gave me an op-
to my guide a few
religion, and on
of our God to that
he had been
to worship. On

" gave him a tract.
for the weekly
T am accustomed
t home. Sent a
messenger to my teacher’s wife, to inform
her that the hour for meeting had arriv-
ed, and that I should be happy to have
as many of her female friends attend: as
could conveniently doso. He soon re-
turned, to say “ they wished me to worship
atthe house.” I of course accepted the
invitation, and on reaching the place
found, instead of a few females as I ex-
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pected, \a congregation of over \sxty per-

sons, men, women and children, quietly
seated, waiting my arrival! Above
them was a platforin neatly spread with
mats for my company, and a still higher
one for myself. I was at first greatly
embarrassed, and what lady in a like
situation would not be? But I had put
my hand to the plough and could not look
back. My only alternative, therefore, was
to look upward, and beg God to assist
and strengthen, and thanks be to his bless-
ed name for the evidence given me that
the .brief petition was heard and an-
swered. The season we were together
was spent in reading the New Testa-
ment, singing, and prayers,—one offered
by my teacher’s wife, who gives increas-
ing evidence of true piety. Not ventur-
ing, with my limited knowledge of the
language, to address them personally, I
read aloud an excellent little tract by the
late Mr. Caswell, entitled * Exhortation,”
to all which they listened with apparent
interest till the close. Before leaving, I
distributed to those present wko could
read a basket of books I had taken with
me for the purpose. And it is worthy
of notice, that among this number I
found a greater proportion of women
than in any other place since coming tn
this country.
Demand for books—Fast anchored — Books
received by priests.

From my return to the boat until even-
ing, I had so many calls for books that I
found no quiet for refreshment, but took
my simple fare, rice and fish, by piece-
meal as I best could. Had a refreshing
shower, for the first time since leaving
Bangkok. Moved the boat onward about
half a mile, and stopped opposite the
dwelling of my teacher’s father, where
he with his wife and children spent the
night.

4.—Early in the morning received an
invitation to have worship at the house;
about thirty were present. Before re-
turning to the boat gave a book to the
father, whom I had not before seen, and
others to those who were able and desir-
ous to read them. Breakfasted and has-
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tened on our way. Found the water low
in the canal through which were to pass.
Made slow progress for an hour or two,
when the boatmen were obliged to
lighten the boat of themselves and to
draw it along with ropes. They were
eventually obliged to give up that, also,
and here we are, as I now write, fast in
the mud, waiting for an upward tide.
But the prospect of staying here till
evening is not to me particularly dis-
heartening ; for two of the men have al-
ready felled a tree to serve as a bridge
from the boat to the shore, that I may go
and come at pleasure, and have a quiet
ramble in the woods all by myself, —a
privilege rarely enjoyed on a tour of this
kind ; and mypupils, large and small, find
abundant amusement in feeding the mon-
keys, that come to the shore, in compa-
nies to receive their various offerings.
5.—Sabbath.—Left our muddy anchor-
age about five o'clock last evening, and
came to the mouth of the Pétchabiinie
river before stopping. A dull morning.
After breakfasting and worship, the men
asked permission to move the boat along
a little way, to the next wat, that they
might secure for themselves a better rest-
ing place, saying, at the same time, that
there I could distribute books. We séon
found our situation much improved. All
there were anxious to receive books,
which were taken in a quiet way, and
read attentively by many of the priests
during the afternoon.
Mount Phra Norn—Increased demand for books.
6.—Awoke in the night, and mistaking
the rising moon for daylight, called the
men and were soon on our way. Found
ourselves before the morning dawned at
Petchabiinie. During the forenoon en-
joyed a delightful walk to Mount Phra
Norn. With considerable effort and
fatigue reached its summit, upon which
is a fine pagoda. Met two priests, who
kindly pointed out objects of special in-
terest in the splendid scenery beneath
and around us. They also strengthened
a half-formed resBlution to enter a cave
I had discovered in ascending the moun-
tain, about halfway from its base, by as-
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saring me I could do so without the
slightest danger. On my return, there-
fore, I descended two long flights of steps,
when the damp chilly atmosphere and
the darkness still in prospect completely
frightened me, and caused me with all
convenient speed to seek the opening.
Returned to the boat, followed by a
.large company who had solicited books
by the way, all of whom received them
in a quiet, respectful manner. Soon
another company came, less orderly, each
one wishing to receive the first and
largest book. I refused to distribute any
until they should cease their noise altogeth-
er, asking them if it would be proper for
a mendicant, when offered a plantain, to
refuse it because it was not a mangos-
teen. Several responded that it would
not, and reached out their hands for the
tracts first offered them; when the
bridge on which they were standing gave
way and let them all into the river. 'Our
boat was immediately loosed from its
moorings, and we left them to enjoy
their bath at leisure.

Religious conversation—Return to Bangkok—
Upleasant detention.

Early in the evening reached the resi-
dence of my teacher’s eldest sister, who,
with her husband and one child, lived in
a neat little cottage, where a canal unites
with the Bangkerboon river near the
gulf,—affording a strong and most re-
freshing sea-breeze, which we enjoyed
for several hours, while waiting for an
upward tide. Soon after our arrival,
quite a little company gutbered around
me, and by their inquiries concerning
my object in coming to this country, &c.,
gave me an opportunity of saying some-
thing to them in behalf of the religion of
Jesus. Before leaving, gave them a few
books, which from the appearance of
those who received them, I think will be
read with attention and interest. O that
it may eventually prove to be to the sav-
ing of their souls!

7.—On awaking in the morning, found
myself again at Bang ye Sarn, hardly
knowing how or when we came, having
slept so soundly the whole night. Spent
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a quiet day here, more for the gratifica-
tion of my teacher and his wife than my
own, for when my course is homeward I
feel somewhat impatient of unnecessary
delay. Had many calls for books from
those who were not supplied on my
first visit. Had several invitations to go
on shore, but was too weary to accept
them. One young woman, a sister of my
teacher, spent most of the day with me
in the boat. She said she wished to ac-
company me to Bangkok and live there
with me, that I might instruct her more
fully concerning our religion. Strongly
suspecting, however, that other motives
beside a simple desire for instruction
prompted the request, I gave her little
encouragement. Left this place about
sunset, that we might spend the night
nearer the gulf.

Unpleasant detention.

8.—Instead of entering the gulf at
dawn of day, as we intended, we found
our boat at that time firmly fixed in the
mud. Away at our right was the flowing
stream specked with boats briskly mov-
ing to and fro; but I could not then say,
however true it may be in most cases,
«’Tis distance lends enchantment to the
view;” a nearer prospect would certain-
ly have been more pleasing. I did not
blame the men, however, for when we
reached the gulf it was too dark to dis-
cover the channel. After breakfast and
worship they became impatient of delay
and jumped into the mud, which was so °
[~ yielding that they sank at once to their
necks ; being unable in that situation to
do anything towards moving the boat,
they extricated themselves the best way
they could, and by laying down boards
succeeded in reaching the sea, where
they enjoyed a greatly needed ablution.
While I was trying to solve the problem,
how they were to return to the boat with-
out the risk of receiving a costume simi-
lar to that of which they were then di-
vesting themselves, they commenced dig-
ging with their hands a broad channel,
thus hastening the flow of water to the
boat and opening the prospect of a

speedy release. In lessthan two hours, by
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their exertions and a fuller tide, we were
once more afloat, but the sound of dis-
tant thunder and a clouded sky strongly
threatened rain ; the wind, too, had risen.
To attempt crossing the gulf under such
circumstances, in such a boat as ours,
would be extremely hazardous, and the
day was so far advanced that an hour or
two's delay would not leave us time to
reach Meklong before dark. The pros-
pect was rather disheartening for a time,
but to manifest undue anxiety, I feared,
would betoken want of confidence in
Him who has never failed to guard his
children, when found in paths to which
* his own finger had guided them. While
thus quietly waiting the result, we had a
shower with thunder ‘and lightning, but
much less severe than was at first feared.
Soon after noon all was again bright and
cheerful, and although the wind blew
more freshly than when we before cross-
-ed the gulf, we had no trouble and but
slight sea sickness; at 5 P. M. found
.ourselves safely anchored at Meklong.
Stopped here only long enough for tea,
distributing books while it was in prepa-
‘ration, and as soon as it was over we
‘Were again on our way.
A young disciple— Arrival at Bangkok.
'9.—The men rowed bravely all night.
"Redched Mahdch’ai at eight o’clock in
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spend some time with mie, that I might
have the opportunity of teaching her
something, but she answered only by a
coarse, unmeaning laugh. I do not, how-
ever despair of her, but trust you will
one day have a better account of her ;
she is still young. Distributed books to
a few individuals who called at the assis-
tant’s while Istaid there, and the remain-
ing few I gave to his wife for reading
and distribution.

At 5 P. M. found myself at the Central
Mission. Stopped here long enough
to receive a short call from Prof. Silsby,
Dr. Lane and ladies, from whom I learn-
ed that our little band of missionaries
were all well, and that no fresh intelli-
gence from America had reached them,
—answers to the first questions invariably
asked after a temporary absence. As I
neared our landing I received a token of
welcome from Mr. Smith and Mrs. Jones,
"who were taking their evening walk be-
side the river; and in the arms of his
nurse, beneath the great tamarind tree,
was our bright beautiful Willie (Ash-
more), whose sweet smiles and happy
shouts send to every heart around him a
thrill of gladness.

A happy non!n‘;llnmlo Converts.

But the ebening of this day was one
long to remembered. It introduced me
to a privilege I had much desired,— that
"of attending a Siamese prayer meeting
conducted by Siamese drethren. (Our
female prayer meeting was established
by Mrs. Chandler, some time before she
left for America.) God has in mercy,
as we trust, blessed the faithful, anxious
instructions of Mr. Smith to the conver-
gion of three men in his employ, and on
Thursday evening of each week he holds

.| with them a prayer and conference

meeting, allowing them each in their turn
to take the lead. This evening, for the
first time, a brother of my teacher’s wife
conducted it. A niece of her’s, also, (my
eldest pupil) has I trust recently given
her heart to the blessed Saviour, and is
apparently daily growing in grace, which
fills my heart with joy ;—a joy, however,
I dare but whisper, lest it should be for a
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season, except at the mercy seat; therel
can safely tell all the thanks I feel.
God does indeed seem to be blessing us
greatly,—may we receive his favors in a
suitable manner. The thought often
affords me great comfort, that the de-
parted spirit of him who has so recently
left us can look down from its peaceful,
happy abode, and rejoice over repenting
sinners in this dark, dark land, where he
so long and faithfully toiled for their sal-
vation, with but the promises of God to
sustain him.

I am still enjoying my garden home,
and although my efforts are necessarily
limited to a few, during the rains, I feel
that I am not living altogether in vain.

———

MERGUI.

LBTTER FROM MR. BENJAMIN.

1In the following narrative, under date of Sept. 15,
1862, Mr. Benjamin cantinues the history of his in-
with the Salongs, from the date of his
journal in the last number.
Visit to Jaeet Salongs.

On the 26th of November, 1851, I left
Mergui, accompanined by Mrs. B, for a
visit to the Jaeet tribe of Salongs, who
range among the islands to the south-
ward of Domel. We fell in with a party
of Salongs, and went with them to one
of the seaward islands, to which they
periodically resort, at the time of spring
tides, to procure sea slugs and shell fish.
Other boats afterwards came up, so that
before we left there were more than two
hundred Salongs gathered on the same
short and narvow beach. It would have
been a fine opportunity, for one ac-
quainted with the language, to preach to
the people, and it is no small encourage-
ment to go on with the mission, that they
frequently and statedly gather in assem-
blies like this.

A young man named Chingah volun-
tarily offered to become our teacher.
He is one of the number who were for-
merly baptized, but we have long since
learned that he eats opium excessively,
professes to be a nat priest, and like all
the Salongs I have met thus far, is ex-

(]
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tremely deceitful. In common with a
scattered few, he differs remarkably from
the rest of them in having woolly hair,
a peculiarity for which it is difficult to
account, as it seems to have no connec-
tion with the line of descent.

The company were finally dispersed
by a report that Malay boats had been
seen in the vicinity, and we returned to
Mergui, arriving on the 16th of Decem-
ber. :

On the 12th of January we went up
to the associational meeting at Oung-
pong, where we had the satisfaction of
meeting br. and sr. Thomas, for the first
time. ,

Second visit—A speck of private war.

After our return from the Association,
Chingah became restless and anxious to
return to the islands. In Salong phrase,
he “ longed for the sea,” and no consider-
ation could prevail on him to stay longer
in town. Consequently, on the 29th of
January, 1 again left for Jaeet.

In the mean time & high-tempered
Irishman named Shaw, who had been
for some months cruising among the
islands with a small schooner for the
purpose of trading with the Salongs, had
got into difficulty with a party at Lum-
pu, a large island towards the southern
limit of Mergui province, and, according
to his own account, had killed one in-
dividual and wounded another. After
this affair he could find no more Salongs,
and as he had given them credit to the
amount of several hundred rupees, he
very readily concluded that they were
hiding from him to avoid paying their
debts. This threw him into a rage, and
at the time of my arrival he had thor-
oughly armed his vessel, and was sailing
from island to island in a hitherto fruit-
less search after his slippery debtors. A
few days afterwards, while I was en-
camped with a company of Salongs on a
small islet in a bay that deeply indents
the south end of Domel, Capt. Shaw’s
vessel came in sight and anchored off
the mouth of the bay. The Salongs
were not a little alarmed at the appear-
ance of the vessel, and their consterna-
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house of the catechist for threce weeks,
when his wife agreed to cook for him if
he would eat on the verandah of the
house, which he gladly consented to do,
with all forbearance and humility. Ina
late letter, Mr. Webb says:

His wife has so far relented as to
consent to his living in the house ; but she
retains all her abhorrence of his course.
Hs bhas no access to that part of the
house in which she cooks; nor does he,
in fear of losing all influence over her,
do anything that a pariah or outcast
would be prohibited from doing. A few

days since she stole twenty rupees,’

money which he had received as advance
pay tor some work which he had en-
gaged to perform ; and she sent it to her

rother in Salem. John says he can
recover it, but only by quarrelling with
her finally. He is content toloseit. I
have not seen in this country so decided
an instance of the power of true religion.
He evidently loves the Saviour. He
supports himself by his own labor, and is
at the same time zealous in seeking the
salvation of others. Already he is re-
joicing in the influence which he has
secured over a heathen youth, whom he
employed to help him for a few days in
his business.

I have become much interested in this
young man. He is an only child in a
family of high caste; and his parents
love him very tenderly. When they saw
the effect of John's conversation, they for-
bade his going to the son’s house, and
refused him admission to theirs. The
commands, entreaties, and threats of the

arents, however, were unavailing. The
goy'n desire to know more of the way of
salvation is so strong, that he seeks o
portunities -of meeting John or the
catechist, to converse with them on this
subject. When I was last in Pulney he
came to see me. He said he much
desired to be present at church on the
next day ; but as his parents would know
the reason of his absence, they would cry
all the time. He said he was willing to
leave them enuirely for the pu of
learning the way of salvation, and would
return to Dindigul with me, if I would
allow him to do so. But he could not
live in_the house, and see their sorrow.
When I left, although it was quite dark,
he walked beside my bandy for more
than a mile, talking about forsaking his
parents, &c. I thought it prudent not
to accede to his wish, till he should have
a further trial, and obtain more knowl-
edge of the doctrines of Christianity,

Miscellany.— Leaven working in Siam.
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THE LEAVEN WORKING IN SIAJM.

Our own correspondence from Siam has
indicated, not only the most perfect ac-
cessibility of the people to Christian in-
struction, but more decisive encourage-
ment, in facts that testify the power of
the truth. In the absence of recent in-
telligence from the Siamese department
of our mission, our readers will be grati-
fied by the following extracts of a letter
from Dr. Bradley, of the American Mis-
sionary Association, under date of Bang-
kok, Jan. 1. He mentions that he has
made a practice of daily visiting the court
of a temple containing, it is said, more
than 500 priests. He there preaches to
attentive audiences. A priest attempted
to prove the existence of such a thing as

OChristian idolatry.

With him I had an animated discussion
on the sin of idolatry. He drew me into
it by asking what I considered the great
sin of the giamese. T told him promptly
that it was, first, the sin of rejecting the
true God, who gives life to man, together
with all the blessings of life, and now
offers them eternal salvation through the
merits of Jesus Christ, his Son. And,
2nd. Not being satisfied with a mere rejec-
tion of the true God, they exalt a mere man
whom they say is annibilated, and pro-
claim him to be the only true God, and
make images of him, and bow down to
them and serve them. This remark
awakened much spirit in him, and he went
on with a rapid recital of what he had read
in our books and seen in our houses, and
declared that we (the -missionaries) are
not very unlike the Siamese in the wor-
ship of images, for he bad seen pictures
of Jesus at our houses, (reforring to one
particularly which he had seen suspended
in an elegant frame in the dwelling of
,) Which was an evidence that we
reverenced his image much as the Bud-
hists do the image of their God. I ac-
knowledged that we had such pictures of
Jesus, but denied that we worship them
any more than we worship pictures of
Budh, which we also have in our books.
He insisted that we must pay some kind
of religious devotion to them, or we
would not take so much pains with them
as we do, to have them beautiful and
conspicuous.

1 felt peculiarly tried by the way he
handled this matter. I had never before
met with a Siamese who was disposed to
make such use of our pictorial representa-
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tions of the person of Christ. It struck
me forcibly that such modes of fixing the

thoughts upon the Son of God will not

do among such an image-worshippin
people as this. I have, myself, no suc
pictures of Jesus, and 1 have never
thought it wise to exhibit such to the
Siamese. But I could not deny that
they are to be found in the families of
some of the missionaries, and that in one
instance, at least, they are exceedingly
beautiful, and . quite conspicuous. And
yet I know that neither that brother, nor
the mission with which he is connected,
bas any improper regard for those pic-
tures ; but the influence of them may
nevertheless, be detrimental to our cause.
T endeavored to assure all my hearers that
we never bow down before them, never
pray to them in any attitude or way what-
ever; that we do not regard tzem as
correct pictures of Christ’s person; that
we would not regard it as wicked to tear
them to pieces, or burn them, or destroy
them in any way, and that hence our re-
for them is altogether different from
ir regard for the images of Bdhu-
and could not properly come under the
condemnation of the second command-
ment. I trust that all who heard me
were convinced that Budhism and
Christianity were not at all alike in this
view of them, although my antagonist
was quite unwilling to yield the point
with the appearance of any victory on
my part. :

After talking myself quite weary on
these occasions, I invite my hearers to
visit me daily at my house between the
bours of twelve and two P. M., for reli-
s'ouc conversation and the reception of

hristian #racts and portions of the Bible.

-1 arrange my business so as usually to

devote those two hours entirely to such
visitors. Seldom is there a day passes
when I bave not some Siamese at my
bouse at midday who heard me in the
morning. Often I have many others,
0 that I talk nearly all the time allotted
for them to be with me.

Reception of truth in high places.

Dr. Bradley says the kingdom ie every-
where open to the preaching of the gos-
pel, and then adds:

L)

I should make one exception It is,
the room of a certain second priest of a
temple less than half a mile from my
bouse. A few Sabbaths ago, I called
to see him, designing, as my custom is, t6
talk with him on the subject of ealvation,
and give him some of the books of Jesus.
1 first sat down some distance from his
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door, waiting for him to invite me in, for
I bad almost always been well received
at other temples in this way. Seeing
that I was not likely to get an invitation,
I thought I would gently approach the
open door and talk with hima little with-
out one. He directed a servant within to
order me away, and close the door against
me. I retired a little way from the door
to a company of priests who were there,
and sat down and taught them about
Christ. Presently an order came out
that I must go entirely away from the
premises. So decided an outbreaking
unwillingness to hear me teach and
preach 1s a rare occurrence.

Mrs. Mattoon and Mrs. Jones find
their field in the King’s palace becoming
more and more large, inviting and hope-
ful. They have established a new and
much larger class than the old one ; and
they feel quite free to go all about their

arish, teaching the gospel in the dwel-
Engs of the princesses and the concubines
of both the late and the present King.
The prominent patron of the new class,
and in whose house they meet, is a
daughter of the late King. She appears
to be in a very interesting state of mind;
is much interested in receiving Christian
knowledge ; thinks she loves Jesus, and
wishes all her dependents tobe taught
by the missionaries. I have one very

interesting case in my mind in the person -

of a nobleman about forty years of age,
a maternal uncle of the late Queen of
Siam. Since the death of the Queen, he
has visited me several times, to converse
with me on the religion of Jesus. He
has from the first of my acquaintance
with him, three months ago, seemed to
be the most serious-minded man 1 have
ever seen among the Siamese. His last
visit was on Sabbath eve, the 26th ult.
His conversation at that time was ex-

ceedingly interesting and encouraging.

He solemnly effirms that he is a firm
believerin Christ; thathe hasabandoned
idolatry, as being a buge and horrid sys-
tem of error; that his hope for salvation
is placed in Christ only; and that he
gmys to him daily. On being asked how

e prayed to him, he rehearsed a prayer
which ‘it would seem none but the Holy
Ghost has taught him. Miss Morse, of
the Baptist Mission, and Mrs. Bradley
were present and heard all he said, and
were astounded and delighted to behold
such a man, a Siamese nobleman, rela-
ting, as it would seem, real Christian ex-
perience, and at the same time evincinF
very much knowledge of the gospel,
while be had bad but very slender means
of receiving instruction from the mission-
ries. As to myself, I did not feel so
a .

S W |



188

sanguine that he was indeed a converted
man; for T had before seen several a
good deal like him of his own countrymen,
and who, having stood, as it were, on the
threshold of heaven, had gone entirel
back, and were probably lost. But wi
all the abatements I feared there were in
his character, I could not but regard him
as at least very near the kingdom. 1
fondly hopgd that he might be led entire-
ly within the gates of the New Jerusalem.
ﬁe these promisin aprwances what
they may, the Lord will not disappoint
us. He will not be unfaithful to his
romises! Our labor in Him shall not
in vain! in due time we shall reap if
we faint not.

THE “MADIAI” OF PARIS.

A Paris correspondent of the London
Christian Times tells the following sad
and strange story ; sad and strange, as an
illustration of the spirit of a corrupt
church and a despotic state, and yet
awakening a deep joy, as it shows the
undying power of the holy gospel. The
writer says that he has both names and
dates, but for obvious reasons reserves
them.

A few years ago there lived in one of
the most populous quarters of Paris, one
of those couples—so numerous here—
whose union bad been consecrated
neither by the civil law nor by the re-
ligious rite. A child was born from this
union; the parents got rid of it by prac-
ing it as illegitimate at the Foundling
Hospital. Abeut that time, they were
visited by pious young men, who spoke
to them of the gospel. Religious im-
pressions, which had lain dormant for
years in the heart of the man, were
awakened strongly; his wife, a Roman
Catholic, like himself, was also powerfully
attracted by the glad tidings o?galvation.
They then thought of legitimatizing their
union. All this had not occurred with-
out some report of it getting to the ears
of the R«}lmnist devotlees, who tried to
dissuade the poor e from receivin
the nuptial blessix})geo tl;om a Protestau%

r, and the husband was urged to
gbwto the archbishop’s palace; it was
ght he would feel intimidated by the
Eresence of his grace. Nothing of the
ind! He boldly declared his resolution,
and the archbishop had the good sense to
respect a conviction so firmly and clearly
expressed. It was a pastor who married
them. Their new faith made them feel
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1t a duty to take home their babe from
the Foundling. The hospital is con-
ducted by nuns belonging to a commu-
nity which has numerous establishments
in France and elsewhere; the nuns of
the order of St. Vincent de Paul. The
mother, who went to claim her child,
was rouihalg received; her change of
religion transpired. The superior
said she would come and see her at her
own lodging. A few days subsequently,
she came, and began the conversation
with the family in an angry look and
tone of voice. The pretext for her visit
was to learn, by her own inquiries,
whether the parents were able to sup-
port the child they wished to withdraw
from the bhospital. She spoke very
barshly to the sick husband, and then,
going up to the wife, she said ; « Well,
now that you are Protestants, where is
your rule of faith ?” ¢« Here it is,” said
the poor woman, and she showed her the
Bible. The nun opened it with a dis-
dainful air, and began to turn over its
leaves; but what was her astonishment
when she found the name of Jesus!
She turned over the page; again there
was JEsUS | everywhere she saw JEsus!
“ You believe, then, in JEsus CARIST ?”
she said. ¢ Believe in Him ? ” cried the
r mother; “ He is our only hope!”
}i“:en clasping her hands, and with an .
expression impossible to describe, the =
nun exclaimed: “ And 7 have hated the =
Protestants g0 much! and J have caused _d
young Protestant girls to undergo such =
sufferings!” and she left them, a
gizing for what she had said before. A ——m
fow §aya afterwards, she returned ; shemm==s
again asked for the Bible, read it eagerlym— "
and renewed her apologies.

A short time after, the woman re——
turned the superior's visits. She wasme==s
received with the greatest affability, andiE—1
treated b{ her like a friend. The numr—sn
told her that in returning home, tl;;”
thing she had done was to pure =
Bibl%; she had read it and what hac—sssd
struck her—what had overthrown all hem— =r
ideas—what had found the way to he— =
heart—was the text she pointed out to he—— ==T
with her finger : “ By grace are ye savediilill,
through faith : and that not of yoursel ves—es=;
it is the gift of God.” (Eph. ii. 8.) Fre -8
salvation, that is what she had found iwsss
the Bible. Two or three months
away ; the nun read assiduously, and th: «
more she read, the more brightly the>
truth shone into ber mind. The in
struggles she had to go through wer®
terrible—so terrible, that Ler health suf-
fered under them, and the nuns about
her perceived that something extraord
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to her chosen field of labor on earth; but she has gone to a world where we doubt
not she will meet with more than one of the daughters of China, saved from
heathenism, through the blessing of God on her faithful instructions, and pointed
by her to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.

Oh, brethen and sisters, beloved in the Lord, let us listen to the solemn voice
which calls upon us from the new-made graves of these departed faithful ones,
“ Work, work, woRK, while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work.”

The Committee on Reinforcements and Expenditures reported
though Rev. E. L. Magoon, chairman. Accepted and referred to the
Union.

The Committee on the Claims of Southern Burmah reported through
Rev. J. M. Peck, D. D., chairman. The report was laid upon the
table, after protracted discussion.

The Committee on the Deputation to the Asiatic Missions reported
through Rev. Dr. Wayland, chairman. Pending the discussion the
Board adjourned.

Benediction by Rev. Dr. Welch, of N. Y.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 8 o’clock.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. H. Kennard, of Pa.

The discussion was resumed on the report of the Committee on the
Deputation to the Asiatic Missions.

The report was accepted.

REPORT.

The committee on the deputation to the Asiatic missions ask leave to report:

They have read with care such statements as have been submitted to them by
the Exccutive Committee. From the information thus communicated, it ap-
pears that the Exccutive Committee acted with a sound discretion in sending
the deputation, and your committee believe that no bLrethren could have been
sent, more competent to the discharge of its duties, than those on whom the choice
in the present case has fallen.

The opening of Southern Burmah rendered more definite knowledge of localities
and stations of usefulness exceedingly desirable, and, moreover, your committee
regret that differences of opinion among the missionaries, in matters of practical
detail, and, in some cases, an indisposition to carry out the instructions of the Exec-~
utive Committee, should have rendered so expensive a measure necessary. They,
however, cherish the hope that such arrangements will now be made as will render
the futurc appointment of any such agency unnccessary; and also lead to such
economy in several of the departments of labor, as will materially diminish the
future cxpenditure of our eastern missions.

All which is respectfully submitted.

The Committee on the Siam and China Missions reported through
the Rev. E. Turney, chairman. '
The report was accepted.
REPORT.

The committee on the missions to Siam and China, ask leave to submit the
following as their report: )
Those in the employ of the Board, connected with these missions, have been
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placed during the past year, in some respects, in circumstances of peculiar em-
barrassment. The death of Dr. Jones, in the Siam Mission, at a time when his
services scemed especially needed; the loss by fire of the mission premises, re-
ferred to in the last annual report; the imperfect acquaintance, on the "part of
most of the missionaries, with the languages respectively used by them; together
with the prolonged absence of Mr. Lord, and the declining health of Mr. Goddard,
connected with the China missions, have presented obstacles to the most effec-
tive prosecution of missionary labor in these fields, which few of our missions have
experienced. It is encouraging, however, to know that, notwithstanding these em-
barrassments, the faith, and hope, and zeal of the missionaries remain unabated,
and that they find in the results of their labors for the year, reason to believe that
some actual progress has been made in the work in which they are engaged. The
facts presented in the report, supply ground for hope, that whenever these embar-
rassments shall be removed, and the missions properly reinforced, far greater results
may be anticipated.

An interesting feature in the Siam Mission, is seen in the frce access enjoyed
by the missionaries to all classes of society, not excepting the members of the
royal family, one of whom, a daughter of the late king, has actualiy professed
conversion to Christianity. Let unceasing prayer ascend to God, that the
labors of our dear missionary brethren and sisters at that point, like those of
Paul at Rome, may be blessed in effectually making known the gospel “in all
the palace,” as well as “in all other places” embraced within the sphere of
their operations.

The intimate relation of the Siam Mission to those in China, is another ground
for encouragement with respect to the former. May we not hope that God designs
ultimately to open an effectual door for the spread of the gospel in China, through
the favor extended to our missionaries in Siam ?

Of the general importance of the fields occupied by these missions we need not
speak at length. The claims of the millions of China, and the adjacent coun-
tries, have so often been brought before the friends of the missionary cause, that
any additional remarks upon this point might scem to be superfluous. We can-
not, howerver, resist the conviction that these claims are after all but very imper-
fectly appreciated. The fact that more than four hundred millions of immortal
beings, bound together by a common language, are without a knowledge of
the only means of salvation, added to the fact that they are every year becoming more
and more accessible to Christian labor, furnishes ground for an appeal in their be-
half, second in force and importance to none presented by any other missions under
the superintendence of the Board. Howcver slow the progress of the work
may seem to be at present, there is evidence that a sure and permanent found-
ation is being laid for more extended operations ih future, which, with the bless-
ing of God, will doubtless hold an important place in the means to be employed
for the evangelization of this vast and densely populated country. The single
work of effecting a faithful translation of the Holy Scriptures into the Chinese
language, has a magnitude and an importance more than sufficient to justify
all the labor and cxpense which have been, or which may be, for many years
to come, bestowed upon these missions. As it is difficult for the human mind to
grasp the number indicated by the numerical figures representing the popula-
tion of the country, it is impossible to estimate the amount of good, ultimately,
to procced from these feeble beginnings. In such a field, it cannot be that prayer-
ful and well directed missionary labor should be lost. The increasing facilities
for intercourse, between China and the United States, furnish an additional
ground for hope with reference to this department of our operations.

As the question of reinforcing the missions to Siam and China, together
with others, will come before the Board in another form, your committce do not
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feel called upon to make any suggestions upon that point, except to express their
deep sense of the importance of providing an additional number of laborers at
the earliest possible period.

They are also, in reviewing the portions of the report submitted to their
examination, impressed anew with the importance of fervent and importunate
prayer, on the part of the friends of the cause, as the only reliable ground, of
hope with reference to the accomplishment of the object had in view. Every year’s
experience reminds us, by additional and instructive facts, that it is not by might
nor by power, but solely by the Spirit of God, operating on the hearts of his
servants, and attending the communication of the truth with a supernatural energy,
that the work of missions can be advanced.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

The Committee on Agencies reported through Rev. S. D. Phelps,
chairman.
The report was accepted.

REPORT.

The committee on district agencies present the following as their report:

It must be evident to every onc acquainted with the practice of most of our
churches, in regard to raising contributions for the spread of the gospel, that a
system of agency, like that now employed by the Executive Committee, is indis-
pensable. The present relinquishment of this method of securing funds to the
treasury would, no doubt, be followed by greatly diminished receipts, and by serious
and paralyzing embarrassments. If the people of God generally understood and
felt their obligations to Christ, in respect to the cause and work of missions, and
would voluntarily and promptly fulfil those obligations, the necessity would not
exist as it now does for the agency under consideration.

A considerable number of our churches, and we trust the number is increasing
from year to year, have adopted, each for itself, a method of systematic subscrip-
tions and contributions for the purposes of benevolence, in which their entire
membership have an opportunity to participate. Such a system, being permanent
and regular in its character, brings funds at stated intervals into the missionary
treasury. Nor is the supply of funds cut off in case pastoral changes should occur
in those churches, or agents fail to visit them. Indeed, if every church in the
home field had such a system, the necessity for District Agents would cease. It
would be interesting to know the present number of such churches, and their his
tory since the adoption of the systematic plan. The increased amount which they
have been enabled thus cheerfully to contribute to the cause of Christ, as well as
their own augmented temporal and spiritual prosperity, would be found, we believe,
in most cases, truly surprising. The facts and statistics relating to a few such
churches, if collected and published, might be a powerful example and encourage-
ment to others.

But it is a lamentable fact that very many churches, with their pastors, also, have
planned and adopted for themselves no system for stated and frequent contributions
for sending the gospel to the destitute; and unless such churches are visited by
agents, and by them instructed and urged as to their duty in this matter, they will
make no offerings to God’s treasury. Many of these churches are weak and ineffi-
cient, because they have withheld from Christ his due. Their piety and strength
are dwarfed by living to themselves. Not a few, doubtless, have restrained their
contributions through prejudice and the want of proper information respecting
their duty. The heart renewed by the Spirit of God can have no inherent opposi-
tion to the missionary cause. If taught the truth as it is in Jesus, it will rympa-
thize with the work of Jesus, and respond to the claims of benevolence. We
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and another, and still another,— four
men professing a desire to follow Christ,
but thinking they must wait for their
wives. They are poor and ignorant,
and need much instruction. One young
woman, who has made high professions
for the last three years, sent in a written
request for baptism. But as she was
away at an idolatrous festival, last night,
she was faithfully told that such conduct
showed plainly that her Acart was not
with Jesus, and that she must give bet-
ter evidence of conversion before she
could be received. There are many on
this river who have learned to read, and
having no books but such as missionaries
bave prepared, light is dawning upon
them from this source.’

Spent the days in personal conversa-
tion with those who called upon us, and
after sunset addressed a company who
were passing on their way to a festival,
but were persuaded to stop and hear a
a sermon.

12. Sabbath.— Had a morning prayer

meeting and three sermons. Each ser-
vice was well attended, and mostly by
different congregations. The people
here have resolved to build a zayat and
to support an assistant,— that is, furnish
his provisions. There are some ten or
fifteen, who say they wish to have an
assistant that they may be instructed the
year to come and then be baptized.
Time will determine the sincerity of
their professions.
. 14— Reached the landing at Pyeek-
dya about midnight. Spent the day in
yeceiving visitors at the zayat, and
preached in the evening. Left about
midnight for Palouk.

15.— The assistant, who came with
several members to meet us at the land-
ing, reports the church as in a healthy
condition, with three applications for
baptism. Preached in the evening.

16.— After covenant meeting in the
forenoon, three lads were examined,
and baptized by Quala. Communion
in the afternoon and preaching in the
evening.

17— Had a season of prayer with the
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church and took leave of them. Pro-
ceeded to Patsauoo, where Quala
preached in the evening.

19.— Two applicants for baptism ap-
peared before the church yesterday, but
for want of satisfactory evidence of con-
version were not received. Preached
last evening, and to-day attended the
usual Sabbath services, with the com-
munion.

Baptisms at Naungtanung and Pyeekhya.

Leaving his family at Pycekhya, Mr.
Brayton went to Mergui to make some
preparations to attend the Association on
the Tavoy river. He returned to Pyeekhya
on the 24th, where he had some Pwo vis-
itors, and spent another Sabbath. There
being a small church at Naungtaung, a few
miles from Pyeekhya, he spent the
with them. The aspect of the church was
favorable. One young man was baptized
and the Lord’s Supper was administered.
On the 30th he went up the river on a
preaching tour, but found that the people
were mostly from home, and the few he met
were extremely indifferent. On the 2d of
January eight persons were baptized at
Pyeckhya, and on the following day Mr.
Brayton procecded to the place appointed
for the meeting of the Association.

Thus we have visited all the churches
in this: Southern district, being ten in
number, seven Sgau and three Pwo.
Though there has been no special out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit during the
year past, still there is evidence of a
gradual advancement. Twenty-seven
have been baptized during our visits the
present season. What is still more
cheering, new interests have been com-
menced in two different places, one
among the Sgaus, and one among the
Pwos.

——
L[]
SIAM.
LETTER PROM MR. ASHMORE.

Tour to Bangplasoi — The suspended assis-
tant— A hopefal convert.

" Bangkok, Dec. 20th, 1852.— The

delightfully cool weather we are now

permitted to enjoy, favors us with an

excellent season for going abroad from

our quarters at Bangkok. A few days ago
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I returned from Bangplasoi, an impor-
tant town on the eastern shore of the
Gulf of Siam. My principal object was
to distribute books among the Chinese
at that place. The suspended assistant,
Kiok Cheng, who is now employed as my
personal teacher, went with me. He
constantly attended me, and spoke out
of the fulness of his stores to his
countrymen concerning the gospel of
Jesus Christ. We still feel encouraged
to think that he bas repented of bhis fall,
with a repentance that will not need to
be repented of.

A man who lives at this place made
an application for baptism a few weeks
ago. Our visit enabled us to see his
manner of deporting himself in his fam-
i} and among his neighbors. The as-
pect of his case is quite encouraging.
The assistant imparted to him much in-
struction in the fundamentals of religion.
He will visit us at Bangkok as soon as
the fishing scason is over, when his case
will be acted upon.

Bangplasoi is not perbaps worse than
other heathen towns. It certainly dif-
fers from Bangkok, as a country town
at home differs in point of wickedness
from a large city. And yet, a visitor
cannot but be deeply struck with the
number and variety of the appliances
for iniquity in a place comparatively so
small.

A distillery, and its fit accessories.

In the centre of the town are situated
the principal sinks of abomination. Pass-
ing along for the first time, 1 came to a
scries of bamboo sheds. Seeing a crowd
of Chinamen, I stepped within. It
proved to be a large distillery. Several
long rows of earthen jars were filled with
coarse molasses in ¢he various stages of
fermentation. Some had just commenced
working, others were running over with
froth, ready for the still. Near by, built
upon a brick furnace, was a large iron
caldron, surmounted by a condensing
apparatus. A hot fire glowed beneath,
and the poison was slowly steaming into
a receiver placed above. In full keep-
ing with the distillery, there was a frog
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pond in the rear, eovered with a grees,
sickly scum, in which a few swine were
wallowing.

A little alley led from the front door
to the bazaar near by. On one side of
this lane was that favqrite resort of the
native idler, the cockpit. There China-
men and Siamese sometithes throng to-
gether, in a common crowd, the first to
gratify their passion for gambling, and
the second to indulge their fondness for
cruel sport. On the other side was the
“opium hell,” as it is fitly called, where
the Chinaman wastes his property, de-
stroys his health, dissipates his strength,
beggars his family—ruins himself, both
soul- and body. A féw sallow, sunken
faced smokers were hanging around the
doors of the den, awaking slowly, but
surely, from their elysian dreams to the
unutterable horrors, that in the case of
the confirmed smoker inevitably follow
his indulgence in the poison.

A temple and its usunal neighbor — Scenio

and real tragedy.

Next is a heathen templs. Ite fromt
doors were thrown open, and showed a
fow dim candles burning before the
glooomy recess where the idol was placed.
Incense-sticks in profusion were burning
in iron seething pans. The “ incense of
devils” filled the room.

Directly opposite the temple was its
usual neighbor, a Chinese theatre. The
fantastically painted chests that contained
the apparel of the actors were ranged
along the sides of the open platform,
where everybody in the street might
see. On a rack were ranged crowns,
caps with peacocks’ feathers, and other
such insignia of nobility, swords, spears,
and all the weapons of sham tragedy.
The actors themselves were not on the
stage. Some were sleeping off their last
night's debauch, some were gambling,
some were feasting, and others were
strolling in the bazaar. This scene
would not have been cowplete, if some
wretched objects of charity bad not been
there, to subsist upon the leavings of the
actors. I was beginning to rejoice that
some such were there; but, on looking
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again, I found it was rejoicing too soon.
Under the stage there lay, half buried
in dirt and rags and street sweepings, a
poor miscrable beggar. His great strug-
gle for existence seemed almost at an
end. He looked as though want and
disease had already got the mastery and
he was waiting for the final blow. It
would be no matter of surprise if he
should die there. It certainly would
excite no concern in any one of the
multitude around. Should death come,
to enact a real tragedy with that poor
beggar in the dust, it would not interrupt
the mock tragedy going forward on the
platform six feet above him. The crowd
of lookers on would be more interested
im the waving peacocks’ plumes than in
the beggar's rags; and no one could hear
the gurgling of his last breath, amid the
incessant beating of gongs and clatter
of tomtoms. His body would be lugged
off like a dead sheep, and perhaps some
brother beggar take possession of his nest
of leaves and dirt.

Preaching from house to house — Health and

hopes.

The few days spent at Bangplasoi were
employed in going about from house to
bouse. A goodly number of dwellings
were visited, at each of which the assist-
ant gave a brief but comprehensive
account of the way of life.

Daring my stay I took occasion to pay
& visit to Anghin, a small village about
five miles from Bangplasoi. On a small
height overlooking the town, and com-
-manding a beautiful prospect of the gulf
and the coast, is the spot once occupied
@8 8 health station. In the hot season
this would furnish a salubrious retreat
for & debilitated system. It would be
profitable for us all, if we could exchange
the sickly vapors of Bangkok for the
bracing southwest monsoon, during four
or six weeks at that most unpropitious
season.

We are generally in the enjoyment of
good health. In our missionary circle
there is occasionally experienced by one
or another some slight indisposition, but
nothing that causes serious apprehension.
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It is a season of the year, however, rath-
er unfavorable to the native population.
We hear of frequent cases of fever and
ague, but of a mild type, arising, perhaps,
from the scantiness of their clothing,
which is hardly sufficient for these cool
nights and mornings.

Weare waiting with interest to hear
what you are about to do for us in Siam.
No intelligence has reached us of the
departure of helpers. I ardently hope
to hear soon of the appointment of an-
other missionary for the Chinese depart-
ment. Shall the prospects of this little
church be clouded by a disappointment ?

————
NINGPO.
LETIER FROM DR. MACGOWAN. .

Boys’ day schools.

Ningpo, Jan. 1st, 1853. — In their
labors for the evangelization of China,
missionarics have bestowed considerable
attention to the education of youth, and,
until recently, with such limited success
as to render this form of labor, in the
estimation of many, of doubtful utility
compared with other departments of
missionary work. Additional importance,
however, has of late been attached to it,
in consequence of a number of hopeful
conversions having taken place among
the pupils, and we may confidently ex-
pect the divine blessing will continue to
accompany these efforts, until China
shall be honored with an educated native
ministry.

Hitherto, this mission has been so fee-
bly sustained, that our energies have
necessarily been almost entirely directed
to the preaching of the gospel, and the
translation of the sacred Scriptures, so
that we have not solicited large-sums for
the purpose of education, which, when
a haughty and injured people had to be
conciliated, was of far less conscquence
than the employment of the healing art.
But the Lord having been pleased to
raise up around us a small and increasing
Christian community, we have thereby

imposed upon us the duty of imparting






