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2 General View of the Missions. (January,

tions as many missionaries, and to disperse them as widely, as the nature of the
case wo 1d admit, trusting in Him who is able to save by many or by few, to make
the feeblest labors effectual and to raise up the needed succors from the American
chuiches.  Of the changes thus made, full information is not received; but the
follo+ing statement exhibits them so far as they have been acted upon at home.

Six missions and stations are fixed upon in Burmah Proper, — Rangoon, 13as-
sein, Hentbaday, Prome, Toungoo and Shwaygyeen. To the mission at Rangoon,
are asigned Messrs. Ingalls, from Akyab, Stevens, from Muulain, and for the
present, Dr. Dawson ; the arrangements for the Karen department of the mission
there are not permanently made, but for the present it is in charge of Mr. Vinton
At Bassein, Mr. Beecher is provisionally associated with Mr. Van Meter. To
Prome are assigned Mr. Kincaid, and Mr. Simons from Maulain. Mr. Thomas,
on the return of Me. Cross to Tavoy, is to occupy Hentbaday. Dr. Mason, at his
owa eirnest request, is appointed to Toungoo. The state of his health has been
such as to make his early return to America appear necessary, but at latest advices
was better, and it was his purpose, if possible, at least to establish the new mission,
leaving his homeward voyaye for future determination. Mr. Brayton, from Mer-
gui, and Mr. Harris, from Maulmain, are to conmence a Karen mission at Shway-
g)een

These detachments for Burmah Proper leave the stations in Tcnasserim and
Arracan occupied as follows : Maulmain, by Meesrs. Haswell, Bixby and Ranney,
in the Burman Mission ; Dr. Wade, as teacher of the Karen Theological School,
and Messrs. Bennett, Ilibbard and Whitaker in the Karen mission. Tavoy, by
Messrs. Cross, in the Karen, and Allen, in the Burmese department. Mergui, by

_ _Mr. Benjamin as a Karen and Salong missionary. Akyab, by Messrs. C. C. Moore
‘and Rose, laboring in Burmese, and Sandoway by Mr. Knapp, also in Burmese.

Messrs. Howard and Stilson, of the Maulmain Burman, V. Moore, of the Maul-
main Karen, Cross, of the Tavoy, and Abbott, of the Bassein, and Mrs. Campbeli of
the Arracan Mission, are in this country.  Mr. Nisbet of the Arracan Mission, is
on his way. Disease has laid its hand on these brethren. With one exception,
they have been in the field for years, some for many years of severe and useful
labor. Mr. Nisbet was arrested by sickness on the threshold of his expeeted work,
and warned to withdraw, but not till Mrs. Nisbet was suddenly removed by
death. Mr. Cross anticipates an early return to his mission, and two missionaries
recently appointed, Rev. Messrs. J. L. Douglass and Arthur R. R. Crawley, are
designated to stations in Burmah.

While, however, attention bas been so fixed on plans for the future, the ordinary
labors at stations already established have gone forward with general prosperiry.
The native churches bave shown a high degree of stability, the native preacherx, of
zeal ; and the divine blessing has given effect to their efforts in co operation with
the missionaries. In Rangoon and Bassein, particularly, there has been a large
ingathering of convurts. The present season is witnessing, it may be hoped, the
beginning of those more extended efforts for the evangelization of Burmah indicated
in the foregoing list of stations, of which we shall look to hear encouraging results
during the year on which we have entered.

The Mission to StaM has experienced no outward change. Its work has ad-
vanced, not rapidly, as compared with some older and more favored, but surely and
bopefully. A few converts, a few promising inquirers, an interesting church,
steadfust amidst the flood of heathenism — who shall despise the day of small
things? Mr. Chandler is about returning, with the Rev. Robert Telford as a col-
league for Mr. Ashmore in the Chinese department. The Siamese department
needs an increase of laborers. When the whole kingdom is open to the Christian

preacher, the men should not be wanting to go through the land with the message
«of salvation.
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A Church of Old Men.

The little Baptist church in Bangkok
is, in a great measure, composed of per-
sons in the decline of life. It is almost
entirely a church of eleventh-hour men.
A few of their number bave returned
again to China. Those who remain in
Siam amount in all to twenty-siz. Their
names and ages are as follows.

Pe Tong, 83  Chek Chiet, 54
Pe Hwa, 74 Chek Suan, 52
PeHok, 71 BunSeng, 52
Ko Pha, 70  Nang Chum, 50
Pe Knwa, 67 Chek Hok, 50
Chek Keok, 67  Chek 8in Tong, 47
Chek Chi, 63  Sinse Siang, 46
Chek Lim, 62  Chek Lua, 44
Chek Hien, 61  Chek Heng, 43
Chek Soi, 60  Chek Hia, 40
Chek Po, 60  Chek Jui, 84
Chek Pin, 55  Nang Im, 23
Chek Mue, 56  Nang Poom, . 20

By this it will be seen that two thirds
of their number areaged fifty years, and
upwards. Their united ages amount to
fourteen hundred and three years; and
the average for each member is not quite
fifty-four years, — over half a century.
A parallel to this in Christian lands
might not often be found.

It may readily be supposed that the
appearance they present, when all as-
sembling for the observance of the Lord’s
supper, is peculiar to themselves. There
are among them some strong and sturdy
forms ; but for the most part they show
plainly the marks of age and toil.

Communion S8abbath in Bangkok.

The first communion Sabbath I spent
in Bangkok, when for the first time I
saw them all in from the outstations, will
ever be memorable. Never before had
any thing come under my observation
that seemed so much like the literal ful-
filment of the injunction contained in
Luke 14: 21. It appeared as if the

Siam. — Letter from My. Ashmors.
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missionaries had called in the poor, and
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind,
—those who were really so, in no meta-
phorical use of the term.

Along, among the first, came ald Pe
Tong, the patriarch among the number.
He had come over from the nearest out-
station, a distance of nearly thirty miles,
to partake once more of the emblems of
the living passover. Pe Hoke followed
after, leaning upon the top of his staff
that helps him under the infirmities of age
and a lame foot. He seemed then to
have barely strength enough to work his
way along ; and though two years have
since added their burden to his shoulders,
he bears up under it, and still bolds on
to life with great tenacity.

Next after bim, at a pace very brisk
for an old man, came trudging along
another lame brother, Deacon Pe Hwa,
whose praise is in the mouths of all the
missionaries, all the brethren, and all the
heathen round about him, who can bear
to acknowledge integrity in another.
He seemed to have caught the spirit of
David, when they said unto him,—“ Let
us go unto the house of the Lord”
“ Our feet shall stand within thy gates,
O Jerusalem.” Years ago, it was thought
it was almost time for him to be offered
up. But God bas still spared him to
testify to the heathen, for a while longer,
the words of this life, and to counsel and
encoursge his brethren to stand fast in
the faith.

Then came the two assistants from the
outstations, — Chek Suan, whose oom-
stitution will suffer until the day of his
death, from the strong drink he weed
to indulge in before be was washed
and sanctified in Christ Jesus: and,
Chek Mue, the rheumatic, shuffling along
painfully with his stiff and aching joints.
Then, following along, one after another,
or perhaps two at a time, came Chek
Lim, the Hokeen man, who can hear
with difficuity; Chek Heng’s brother,
who can ‘hear scarcely any; K5 Phii
the Burman, the only one in Bangiek
of all his countrymen, that is an heirof
glory; Chek Bin Teag, who nat infe-
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quently, at night, when he counts up the
result of his day’s trade in shell-fish,
finds the sum total of his gains to amount
to about four ceats, and occasionally less
than that; Pe Knwa, who thinks he has
been pretty well favored, when he earns
seven cents a day in trade. Chek Po,
the windows of whose dwelling have
been darkened, and who now comes,
ecither led by his brethren, or groping
his way with astick. Although it is dark
without, it is all light within. The light
of this world has gone out, but the light
of the next world has shined within his
soul, and he has become a light to them
that sit in darkness.

By and by, they were all there, and
all seated in their places, waiting to hear
the words of truth, as they should be
explained by the principal asistant,
Sineé Biang, a man of fine appearance, of
good education, in the prime of life, ad-
mirably instructed in the Scriptures by
brethren Dean and Goddard, and every
way calculated to command the respect
of his countrymen.

The present and the future.

It was a rare and pleasant sight to see
agathering, in itself s0 unique, of men
drawn together for such a purpose.
Such an asemblage of whitened heads,
sunken cheeks, wrinkled faces, shrivelled
Embs, stooping forms, and dimmed eyes !
They had metto hearof that land, where
the blind shall see, and shall see the glory
of heaven, with eyes that shall never

“lose their strength; — where the lame

shall cease to limp, and shall move from
pace to place with wings of angel swift-
20w ; — where there are no old men,
but where all are in the vigor of the
maabood of the resurrection; — where
fhre are none weak and sickly, but
where the feeble among them shall be
wDavid, and David shall be as God ; —
where the poorest of them shall be richer
fhan all the kings of the earth ; — where
%o most humble and unlearned among
Sem shall be made king and priest unto
God; — where they shall all have
Anwns, and all have harps of gold, and
Wl sing praises forever.

Ningpo.— Letter from My. Goddard.
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“ Hath not God chosen the poor of
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom, which be hath promised to them
that love him ?”

—_—

NINGPO.

LETTER FROM MR. GODDARD.
Traot-catechism.

Puto, Aug. 81, 1853. —We have been
spending some six weeks past in a
monastery on this island, for the benefit
of sea-air and bathing during the hot
season, and have found the change quite
useful to us all. Ihave not been obliged
to suspend my labors entirely, though it
has been a season of comparative relax-
ation. I have daily been at work on the
translation, except part of the time spent
in preparing a tract-catechism, which,
after considerable care, is now about
ready for publication. We have long
needed something of the kind ; but I had
not been able to attend to it wichout
interfering with other labors. I hope it
may become extensively useful, as it
gives a plain summary of Christian doc-
trine in the simple form of questions and
answers. Indeed it is a new and much
enlarged and improved edition of one
which I prepared and used extensively
and usefully in Siam.

Public efforts — State of the translation.

I bave also bad public services every
Sabbath in the monastery since coming
here, attended by some twenty persons
from this and the surrounding islands,
and have distributed portionsof Scripture
and conversed with the people, as time
and opportunity have permitted. What
I have said bas usually been listened to
with encouraging attention ; but a future
day must disclose the result.

The New Testament is printed to the
end of second Thessalonians, and trans-
lated to the end of first Peter; and I
trust the whole will now very soon be

accomplished.
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ations of the Missionary Union isabout 400,000, and the number of Magazines pub-
lished is less than 6000, and of the Macedonian less than 87,000, Here is a die
parity painful to contemplate. 'We believe it is in the power of the ministry, by
Jjudicious effort, to double this circulation the present year. Letthe pastors, on suit-
able occasions present this subject to their churches; show the great importance of
reading missionary information, and then make skilful and vigorous efforts to ob-
tain subscriptions, and the demand for these publications will be greatly increased.

Your committee would, therefore, close their report by recommending the adop-
tion of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That an acquaintance with the progressive history of the missionary
enterprise is essential to the existence of a healthful missionary spirit.

Resolved, therefore, That pastors be earnestly urged to manifest & personal interest
in securing an increase of subecribers for the Missionary Magazine among their
own people.

Resolved, That the churches be, and hereby are requested to adopt efficient mes-
sares to furnish every pew in their respective places of worship with, at least, one
copy of the Macedonian.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

In consequence of the inability of the Board to give them proper
attention, for want of time, it was directed that the committees on the
Teloogoo and Assam, the Burman, the Karen and the Bassa Missions,
be instructed to present their reports to the Union.
The report of the committee on Finance was presented by the Rev.
8. 8. Cutting, chairman.
The report included a recommendation of certain changes in the
Third Section of the Constitution, which were first approved, and then
the whole report was accepted, and referred to the Union.
The order of the day, %the report of Dr. Wayland) which had been
waived for the reading of these reports, was resumed, the Rev. Mr.
Granger having the floor. After further remarks by that gentlemsan,
and by the Rev. Mr. Samson, the report was referred to the Union.
The Rev. Dr. Hague, chairman of the committee on the Work of
the Deputation, read the report of the committee on that subject, two
members of the committee, the Hon. Isaac Davis and Gardner Colby,
., dissenting.

e acceptance of the re having been moved, a discussion arose,

ding which the Board adjourned to meet at Concert Hall, at a quarter
ﬁore 8 o’clock.

Benediction by the Rev. R. H. Neale, D. D., Massachusetts.

WEeDNESDAY EVENING.
The Board met at Concert Hall. Prayer was offered by the Rev. D.
H. Allen, D. D., Moderator of the General Assembly of the (N.8.)
Presbyterian Church.
The report of the Committee on the Siam and China Missions, was
read by the Rev. S. F. Smith, D. D., chairman.

REPORT.

The committee on the Siam and China missions ask leave to report:
The spirit of the departed brother Jomes looks down upon the incipiest
fulfilment of God's promise. In the chosen field of his labors, the seed germinates
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sidrgrows apiide. ‘The dlade and the ear have sppeared. We see tokeris that the
AR obrn in the ear, & rich and prolific harvest, will, ere long, wave over the plains
of earth, and on the hills of immortality. The prophecy,—* Kings shall be nursing
Shers; and queehs nursing mothers "—must ultimately be fulfilled. And though
¢ mission ih Stam has hitherto seeméd unproductive and discouraging, the indics-
Guis of Providence point oureyu,brthfulmmntofﬂu promise, to this
mote than to ahy other fiéld of oar mi operations.
vétarn of Mr. Meriohuelmgeoﬂl\opmungdmt,mdm
sulling of Mr. Telford, to join the Chinese department, have strengthened
“‘“ndttlﬂwhmmhaﬁispouﬂlymded,mdmdbopecnhﬂy
welcome. In the Chiness dwpartment, Mr. Ashmore has gained more command of
snd is'gbls to give eisential aid to the amistants, in their preparation
"‘inlr daily work. - Two hew outsthtions have been commenced, and a third is

This indicates decided progress. The blessing of God attends the
diiets put forth, and converts are multiplied. Thenmshhouﬁogdhuvﬂh
Giose formerly oocupied—five in number—will give the miksion the command of all
the principal streams in Siam. Eight Siamese have professed faith in Chrish, of
three have asked for baptism, and there sré other converts aid Bopeft! in-
Thohbanhtyd‘thmembeud‘thomhnohurchdemvuhlg
Mmpndmthﬂnhbaﬁvd'hmmdwphmthe
Union, the disciples in Siam give seven cents where those fo
three,—although the income of the heathen converts is only from
e $0 seven cents per day.
of the mission are highly prosperous, and the bleesing of God attends
candidates for baptism out of three are members of Miss Morse's
daughter of the late king, who had professed fhith in Christ, has died.
the inferest feit in religious instruction in the palace continues unabated, snd
whmghemhhddlpmnmtpheo. The misionaries are at lib-

where they will throughout the kingdom, and the largest toleration is,
hﬂﬂygrumd. The day has evidently dawned upon that mission. The
smntmvels wp to mid heaven. The harvest is ripe, and waits only for the sickle of
@» reaper. The committee would freely respond to the sentiment that more laborers
e dmperatively demanded to gather in the sheaves.
ain the Hongkoag Mission, some tokens of the divine blessing have been enjoyed.
Witfeo baptiems have oocurred. Two of the candidates were members of Mrs. John-
iah’s boarding school ;—one, the child of Christian, the other, of heathen parents.
B Chinese women can read ; and this, and similar schools will have the effect to
the gospel, in the Scriptares, and in tracts, to the eyes of the present and the
mothers of China.

The Ningpo Mission has been strengthened by the return of Mr. Lord and the
#iSition of Mr. Knowlton. Some success has been enjoyed, and many tracts and
Jietions of Scripture have been circulated. Through the revolutionary movements
] & wide door is becoming opened for tho dissemination of the gospel. The

hveuntto the Executive Committee a letter, with unanimous consent,
| the greatness of the field, the wide openings that appear in prospect,

8 ¥he arms of the revolutionists become successful, and the importance of our en-
Wtlag into those fields with a strong hand.

circulation of the bible in the language of China, mingled with the labors

@ the Eiving preacher, under present circumstances, is highly auspicious. The word
« God is the basis of true freedom. Its teachings enlighten the moral, and at the
e time, the social man. They lift up the degraded from their depths. They
WNW|yoke. They slleviate the sufferings of the poor. They
mmaﬂholthu,udm instrumental, through grace, in plant-
g goms in the crown of Immanuel. What China needs, at the present crisis, is
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