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Still we are straitened. Our hands
are too feeble, our strength too weak,
our time too limited, as we are situated,
to care for and gather in the precious
fruit of the blessing which the Lord has
poured out upon us. What the harvest
might have been, had there been labor-
ers according to our need, we cannot
tell. We have seen and tasted the grace
of God, and been made glad. Still we
are constrained to indulge the humbling
and sorrowful feeling that, had there been
teachers and preachers adequate in some
small degree to the necessity of the
case, we might have witnessed much
greater things than we have seen. We
fear there has been a perishing of the
harvest, because the laborers: were so
few. Some awakened souls have again
gone to sleep in sin. Some, who began
to feel after God, have ceased to stretch
forth their hands. Some, who seemed
almost clean escaped, have again been
ensnared by Satan. Some, who appeared
almost to enter the narrow gate, have
ceased to strive. And over some, who
were running well in the way of the
Lord, the tempter has gained an advan-
tage, and we have to mourn their fall.
Meeting with inquirers and candidates
has been our most solemn work and most
pressing duty. For about one year and
a half, each Friday has been devoted to
more direct and personal contact with
souls, as regards their individual experi-
ence. The interview has seldom occu-
pied less than three hours; often it has
been four, and even more. Yet we have
not seen the time when we could say,
“ We have got through this work of per-
sonal examination and instruction.”
Here we have been oppressed with the
burdened feeling. ¢ The blessing is
greater than there is room to receive it.”
1t is here that we have been constrained
to groan, on account of our utter inability
to give that time and strength, which the
importance of the work demanded.
Could we have devoted unitedly our
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whole time and energy to only this one
part of our various duties and labors, we
could have been wholly and profitably
occupied. Inquirers, usually to the num-
ber of twenty, thirty, forty, or more have
assembled on these occasions. Of such
a number it is utterly impossible, at any
one meeting, to speak personally with
more than a small minority, so as to find
out their individual circamstances, and
instruct them accordingly. Again and
again have the great majority had to go
away, saddened with disappointment, to
come again and again.

Our treating with persons just emerg-
ing from the darkness of heathenism, as
to their souls’ condition and their right
to church fellowship, is a different thing
from what pastors and church officers
do with those who have been born, and
have ever lived, in the full blaze of gos-
pel light. This deep soul-darkness can
be removed only by much watchful care
and diligent instruction. The weak and
timid must be strengthened and encour-
aged. Those who seem to be indulging
a hope of salvation on insufficient ground,
must have their danger pointed out.
There may be those, heartily sincere and
earnest, who, in their imperfect concep-
tions of the spirituality of the religion
of Jesus, place too great a reliance upon
the ordinances of the gospel. Others,
again, may have advanced no further
than to a mental conviction of the truth
of the gospel, with little sense of sin or
of the need of a spiritual work in the
heart.

—e

ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES.

Rev. R. F. and Mrs. Buel, of the Greek
Mission, arrived at Boston, Nov. 15, in
the brig Sultana.

Miss H. H. Morse, of the Siam Mission,

arrived in this country, Dec. 5, with *

health much improved.
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through the Rev. Dr. Turnbull, chairman, and its report was
adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee on the Greek and Bassa Missions, and on the transference of
the Indian Missions, beg leave to report, —

That, in reference to the Greek Mission, which has been discontinued, no fur-
ther action is nccessary. They would, however, unite with the Executive Com-
mittee in the expression of the hope that the seed of divine truth sown in that in-
teresting country may yet bear abundant fruit; and should God, in his providence,
open the way, we may yet occupy it, as we occupy Germany and France, for the
establishment and diffusion of a pure Christianity.

As tp the Bassa Mission, it appears, for various rcasons, including the sparse-
ness af the population, the extreme unhealthiness of the region, and the near vi-
einity of a station occupied by the Southern Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, to
be the opinion of the Executive Committee that it be discontinued ; in which opin-
isn we fully concur.

: The transference of the Indian Missions to the care of some other Missionary
# Body has been found impracticable, and, in all probability, is not desirable ; on
which account we recommend that no further action be taken respecting it.

The Committee on the Siam, Hongkong, and Ningpo Missions
reported through the Rev. ). C. Eddy, and the report was adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee on the Siam, ITongkong and Ningpo Missions submit the follow-
ing report, —

That the present condition of these missions calls for devout gratitude and
thanksgiving to the Great Head of the Church. Clouds which, last ycar, hung
heavily over the missionaries, and which at one time threatened to drive them
from their labors, have cleared away, and new channels have been found for the

- onward flow of the hallowed stream of gospel truth.

The Siamese missionaries, instead of being under sentence of banishment and
Bable at any moment to be driven from their homes and fields of labor, are receiv-
ing royal favors, and on a late festive occasion were invited to the royal residence.
Men who have influence among the people are courting their favor, and the dis-
comfited onemies of Jesus and the Cross are seeking conciliation, instead of per-
secuting and opposing. The future looks brighter than the past; and as adverse
circumstances give way to the smiles of a superintending Providence, more blessed
results may be anticipated. The finger of God is seen in the recent develop-
ments of friendly feeling, on the part of persons in power, towards the gospel
laborers in this great nation.

The average attendance at the public Siamese worship is thirty. There are also
Sabbath services in Chinese ; and in both languages, prayer mectings, bible classes,
&c. Five Siamese men profess to have received Christ, but only one has applied
for baptism. Four Siamese women have been baptized, and three Chinese men.
Present number of native church members, thirty-three. There are sixtcen
Chinesc inquirers, including eight new cases, besides several Siamese. Tract dis-
tribution has been restricted, for the most of the year, to such as applied at the
station. The assistants, with one exception, have been faithful.
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In Hongkong, political agitators have disturbed the mission, and political changes
have produced an unfavorable effect upon the minds of the people. Missionary
tours have been nearly or quite suspended, in consequence of the ravages of
pirates who prowl along the coast to plunder and kill. There is but one missionary
laborer, Dr. Dean being detained in this country. Religious services are regularly
maintained, with the aid of the native helpers, at the station and outstations, in
addition to itinerant labors; and the truth seems to have been working effect-
ually among the masses of the people, enlightening their minds and showing them
the superiority of the religion of Christ to all other forms of faith. Only one
member has been added to the church by baptism. Present number, thirty-five.
The monthly coutributions have amounted to $10.71. Schools have been supported
most of the year. Two of them were for a short time discontinued for want of
funds; but will be sustained by Mrs. Johnson and others, without expense to the
Union. Twenty-five hundred portions of the New Testament, chiefly the Gospels
and Acts, have been distributed, and about 1300 religious tracts.

The most notable fact connected with the Ningpo mission is the cntrance of the
gospel into an island about thirty miles from Ningpo. It is called Chusan, and
has some 100,000 inbabitants. Long has the papal church had an extensive influs
ence here : her pricsts have swayed the people at their will. But the chains have
been broken by an excess of priestly arrogance, and five or six hundred
have torn themselves from the foul embrace of the * Mother of Harlots,” and are
ready for a purer faith. Providentially the attention of the missionaries was di-
rected to this place, and God opened an effectual door. The room in which relig-
ious services were held, was crowded with papists and papal priests, who listened
to the spoken word. Opposition, of course, has been manifested, but that God
whose arm is stronger than any human power has wrought a work worthy of the
hosannas of angel hosts. The whole mission in this field is in an encouraging
condition.

Mrs. Goddard returned to this country in July. Dr.Macgowan and family have
returned to the station, after a protracted abscnce in search of health. Religions
services arc maintained on the Sabbath and at other stated times, both by the
missionarics and the native assistants. Secripture and tract distribution has been
extensively prosecuted. Occasional tours have been made to Chusan and other
places. Two day schools have been taught at Chusan and Ningpo, numbering .
fifty pupils. Some labor has been bestowed by Mr. Lord in the preparation of explan-
atory notes on some of the epistles. The church has received thirteen members
by bLaptism, eight of whom were from Chusan. Two of these were formerdy
leaders of the Catholic church in Chusan, and a third is an applicant for the ordi-
nance. At all the stations, the steadfastness of the native Christians, and the
seriousness of those who have not belioved, are matters of grateful acknowl-
edgment.

Your Committeec would recommend that the Ningpo mission be reinforced by
the addition of another laborer, whose ficld shall be the island of Chusan. A
field so promising should not be abandoned. Its hopefulness should lead to the
most active efforts to turn its inquiring thousands to Jesus Christ.

The missionaries at all the stations, and especially at Hongkong, find much
hindrance from the opium traflic, which has a blasting influence and a deadly effect
upon the community where it prevails. It isthe duty of a missionary to plead
with all his soul against the prevailing vices of any country to which he may be
sent; against polygamy, if it prevails; against intemperance, if its devastating
influence is felt; against slavery, if its curse blackens. Ilere the opium traffic pre-
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vails, and here the people are imbruted by its influence. The servants of God
should lift their voices against it, and the fact that our brethren are doing so, calls
for high commendation upon their course.

The developments of God’s providence are making these missionary fields more
attractive every year. The breaking chains of caste, the overturn of long estab-
lished prejudices, the crumbling of ancient institutions, the dismemberment of
tottering dynasties, and the opening avenues of usefulness which present them-
selves in all directions, should lead the Board to feel that God is marking out for
the church a glorious work in lands where superstition has long held the people in
her vice-like grasp, and over which has hovered for ages the dark pall of pagan
night.

No Christian can look upon the vast Chinese empire — an empire a little while
ago closed against the gospel, its gates bolted and barred against the introduction
of Christianity, but whose inhabitants are now waiting 1o welcome the herald of
mivation, and torning with longing eyes towards the pure, blessed light of the re-
Ligion of the cross, — without a strong desire to see that empire converted to God.
Never before did China present such an inviting appearance to the Christian la-

; .-Borer. God is in revolution, and revolution has swept across the land. Geod is in
yehange, and change has been opening the pathway for the advancing footsteps of
the King of Zion; and the empire which once defied alike the march of science
and the aggressions of truth, now opens her windows towards the rising sun, to
catch the beams. of day as they come down from the celestial hills. This great and
glorious change should be hailed by Christians with joy, and the church should
seize the opportunity to plant her standard where long have groped in darkness a
bewildered people and a degraded race.

All which is respectfully submitted.

The report of the Committee on Finances was read by C. D.
Gould, Esq., chairman, and was adopted, and referred to the
Uhnion.

REI'ORT.

The Committee on Finances, having attended to the duty assigned them, beg
N, leave to report:

' The Committee appointed at the last annual mecting to consider and report on
the subject which has been submitted to your present Committee, commence their
report by saying, “ They regret to find that you will be compelled to commence
the ensuing fiscal year with liabilities of more than $60,000. Still, as the debt
has been contracted in good faith, there remains not a doubt that the Union will
feel solemnly bound to meet the entire liabilities at the earliest day practicable.”
Your Committee feel, that, while all has not been accomplished that could have
been desired, there is still occasion for devout gratitude to God that so much has
been done; that the alarm, then sounded, was heeded, and the appeal which went
forth from that meeting for help has been so nobly responded to by the friends of
missions; so that, as we learn from the Treasurer’s report, the debt has been re-
duced to $38,737 86.

It is the opinion of your Committee that we should aim at a still greater
reduction of the debt the ensuing year; that an eye should be had by the Board
to a continued retrenchment of expenses at home, and to appropriations and ex-
peuditures abroad, until our whole debt shall be liquidated; that the Union may
hereafter go on with new courage and life and energy in the work of evangeliza-
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There are several young Christians of promise, the fruits of
the schools, who are prepared to assist as teachers or monitors,
while at the same time they pursuc their studies for the post of
catechists or teachers, as the wants of the mission may indicate.

The missionarics attach much importance to these schools, not
solely in view of the tangible results already witnessed, but also
the normal character they have hegun to assume. Their bearing
upon the rearing up of native Christian teachers and a native
ministry and pastorate, commends them to the interest, the liber-
ality and the prayers of all the friends of the mission.

Inquirers—Three applications have been made for the ordi-
nance of baptism ; but for the time being they have been refused.
There are other cases of inquirers, which afford much encourage-
ment. A company of farmers from Ulloor, twenty miles distant,
polite and intelligent men, called at the mission in August last,
hw"f the way of cternal life. Such companies daily visit the
rpe OF the mission house; and in this quiet way the missiona-

es are sowing sced for the kingdom of heaven.

The Teloogoo mission in its loncly position, at a distance from
the other missions of the Union, feebly supported and at times
ready to be abandoned, has been subject to many discourage-
ments. But planted in faith and watered by the dews of heaven,
it has cnlisted many hearts in its favor. It still lives, and God
has not forgotten to be gracious to it. The divine favor vouch-
safed to it the past year pleads for it — # Destroy it not, for a
blessing is in it.” In the words of Mr. Douglass-— « The labors
of years God has not forgotten, but has greatly blessed. The
Teloogoo mission cannot die, for God has written it by his Spirit
on the hearts of this people.” “We labor under the deep im-
pression,” says Mr. Jewett, “that we are doing a work which,
in its ultimate results, will affect the welfare of millions, by turn-
ing them from the worship of idols to the living God. Already
the fallow ground seems to be breaking up, and the seed of the
gospel seems to sink down into the good soil.”

* MISSION TO SIAM.

BaANGROK ( Siamese department ).—Rev. S.J. SyitH, Mr.J. H. CHANDLER, printer, and
wives.
In this country, Miss H. H. Monsk.
Chinese Department ).—Rev. W. AsuMORE and Rev. R. TELFoRD, and their wives.
utstutions.— Lengkiachu, Bangchang, Bangtlawi._l’etchabuﬁ.
Native assistants.— Chek Mue, Chek ek Soi.
One station, four outstations; four missionaries and five female assistants; three Chinese
assistants. o

Miss Morse, who left Bangkok for Singapore in January, 1855,
in impaired health, having obtained partial relief, embraced an
opportunity of visiting Akyab, hoping still to be useful among the
heathen. But her symptoms again becoming unfavorable, she
sailed from Akyab May 18, and reached this country Dec. 5.

It was stated in the last report that a cloud was hovering over
the mission in consequence of the appearance, in a Singapore
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newspaper, of an article derogatory to the royal dignity, which
the king supposed to have been written by one of the missiona-
ries. The palace was shut against the female members of the
mission, who had hitherto been reccived with respect and consid-
eration, and the brethren were forbidden to visit the outstations
or to pass any of the guard-stations which occupy every avenue to
the city. The visit of the British embassy to Bangkok, alluded
to last year, took place in the month of March, and had an advan-
tageous effect upon their position. 8ir John Bowring not only
secured a treaty favorable to British and American subjects, but
also kindly intcrceded with the king in behalf of the missionaries,
and obtained from him & written assurance that the proclamation
abridging their privilezes was recalled, and that they were now
on the same footing a3 before. "The royal order, requiring the

banishment of the missionary who was unjustly suspected of hav-

ing written the offensive article, was never exccuted:*
indication that the king's displeasure was abated, this mission
was invited, together with the other members of the mission,
join the festivitics at the palace on the recent anniverzary of
the king's birthday. The enemies of the mission seem inclined
to conciliate. The nobles visit the missionaries, and the second
king appears particularly gracious. The restrictions to travelling
seem to be removed, and the people have rencwed their inter-
course with the brethren, apparently divested of all fear.

SIAMESE DEPARTMENT.

Religious services.—Religious services have been held daily
morning and evening on the mission compound, as formerly, with
preaching on the Sabbath in the forenoon, and a meetina for
prayer in the afternoon. The Bible class has also been continued
on Sabbath morning, and the monthly concert on the first Sabbath
in cach month. At the daily worship, which is attended chiefly
by those connected with the mission, the New Testament is read
and expounded in the morning and the Old Testament in the

evening. At the latter exercise some one of the native Christians-

present is occasionally called on to pray. A female prayer-meet-
ing is held weekly under the superintendence of Mrs. Smith. It
is attended by the female church members, and the native females
who reside on the compound. The averaze attendance on the
public worship is thirty. The strangers who come in, gencrally
deport themselves with propriety, and remain till the close of the
services; after which, in some instances, they make inquities for
information on points which have been sugzested by the sermon.
At the prayer-meeting, which is usually conducted by Mr. Chand-
ler, after the Scriptures have been read accompanied by appropri-
ate remarks, the native Christians are invited to speak and pray.
These meetings are occasions of special interest and profit.
Contributions.—A collection is taken at the monthly concert.
The amount contributed is small, but its desizn is to tcach the
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native Christians that having received the blessings of the gospel,

they ouwrht to be willing to make sacrifices to impart them to

others.

Schools.—Mrs. Chandler has had under her charge an interest-
inz eroup of the children of some of the Niameze women who are
members of the church. Two young women who were baptized in
December last, and several others who profess to be Christians,
alzo receive from her daily Christian instruction, and she holds a
weekly praver-meeting with them. Mrs, Smith teaches daily a
class of nativé women and children connected with her family.
The Bible is the principal text book.

During the displeasure of the king against the missionaries,
those of' the ladies who were accustomed to tcach at the palace
found themselves debarred from this means of doing good, no one
opening the gates or coming to reccive and excort them as for-
merly. These instructions were therefore suspended, and have

been resumed.

ative Christians.—Of the five men, previously reported, who
ave professed for several years to he believers in Jesus, none
have had the courare to come out holdly on the Lord's side.

Recently, however, one of them has applied for baptism.  Of the

$ix women, form(,rly referred to, four, who had long heen appli-

cauts for the ordinance. have been baptized. Several profess to
be anxious to hecome Christians.

Tract distribution.—The untoward cireumstances in which the
missionarics have becn placed. have prevented them from travel-
ling for the purpose of tract distribution. But many have called
for hooks at the mission compound. receiving, in addition to the
books. oral instruction. Many who eall scem to have read with
attention, and their minds are familiar with Bible truth. The
church members who live at a distance, often take Siamesce hooks
with them to their respective homes, and put them in circulation
where the missionaries conld not go.

i Tours.—Notwithstandineg the embarrassinents of the mizsiona-
* ries in respeet to travelling, the city of Ayvuthia has been visited
twice during the year.  Two men in that city profess to believe in
Jesus, and maintain that they are striving {o obey and worship
him. Rajaburi has also been visited oncee, and the opportunity
improved to distribute the bread of life.  The brethren hope
another ycar to do more in this department of missionary
labor.

CHINESE DEPARTMENT.

Mr. Telford has been mueh occupied in matters connected with
building for his future accommodation,  This labor completed, he
hopes now to give his undivided attention to his mizsionary work.
I1i: has alzo visited three ontstations in company with Mr. Ash-
morc. The health of Mrs. Telford has suflfered severely duving
the process of acelimation, but it is now much improved. Mr.
Aszhmore has labored to sccurc more intimate and thorough ac-

19
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quaintance with the members of the church, by personal convers
tion with every individual, in order to promote their grady
advanccment ¢ into the measure of the stature of the fulness
Christ.” He also occupied himself, in the carliecr months of t
year, in going systematically from house to house, to testify th
“ Jesus whom we preach is to be the judge of quick and dead ;™
accompanying his exhortations with the distribution of portions
the Scripture, books or tracts, where they would be likely to”
read- Owing to the restrictions of the government he has ma
but few excursions beyond the city. Still some of the outstatio
have been visited, and the condition of the church members a
the work of the assistants carefully watched over.

Religious services.—Daily worship is held at the mission co:
pound, with reading of the Scriptures and exposition of a porti
of Scripture doctrine. On the Sabbath there is a Bible class
the morning, followed by two short discourses, and one of t
native Christians is invariably called on either to opef or c?
this service with prayer. In the afternoon a prayer-meetin,
held at the house of one of the assistants, in which all the membe
present usually take part. These meetings are nurzeries for t
exercize of the spiritual gifts of the members. Mrs. Ashmo
also conducts a female prayer-meeting once a week.

Inquirers.—There arc sixteen inquirers, of whom cight we
reported last year, and cight arce new cases.

The church.—The chureh numbers thirty-three native me
bers. Three have been baptized during the year in this depa:
ment, and four in the Siamesc; one has been restored to membe
ship, and one excluded.

Native assistants.—The Chinese assistant on whom the greate
reliance was placed, Sinsé Siang, has been overcome by tempt
tion, and has loxst the confidence of the church and the missic
Of the others, Chek Mue, at Lengkiachin, is a man of feek
health but of good mind, and iz a most devoted Christian. I
exerts an excellent influence at the point where he is statione
Chek Suan, at Bangehang, possesses qualifications for a colporte
rarcly to be found amoug his countrymen. Ilisx perseveranc
Christian zeal and consistent life render him more useful to ¢l
cause of Christ than many persons of higher intellectual abili
but destitute of theze qualifications. Chek Soi, in Bangkok, is
good reader and gives fair promise of usefulness. Choi, a Siam
Chinese, is 2 young man of good mind and of a well-tried cha
acter. Ile has long maintained a consistent Christian life. and
anxious to be engaged in preaching the gospel to the heathe
around him. IIe has been under the instruetion of the mission
rics from his boyhood, and much good ix anticipated from h
labors. It is expected that he will soon be employed as an a
sistant.

School.—The school formerly conducted by Mrs. Ashmore h:
not been carried on as such, but instruction has been given -
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HONGRONG MisSION.

Hoxgkoxa. — Rav. 1. W, Joaax:nx. In this country. B
Qutstariouz, Tauz- hin. Ched-chu, Tukinwan, 1. i-::
Native ac<ictants, 4 Twi, 4 Sam, 4 Bri. .|

One station, four ontstations: $wo =i:

The political clanwses that have been woiner on in the empire,
affected more or less the cperations of the mission, unset-
ng the minds of the people and keenine up 2 desree of exeite-
ment unfavorable tg evanvelical prowress. Some departivents of
the work Liave heen prosecated with diffieulty and danger.  DPirates
bave infested the waters arommnd Honekonr,  Bat the great Head
of the church has wat-hed over his cauze.  In every danger he
bas provided a way of escape. e has even caused = the wrath
of man to praize him. and the remainder of wrath he has
restrained.”
In illustration of thi< last remark we have hefore us the ease
of one of the ollest and ablest of the native assistants, A Tui.
He had spent three months travelline and preaching in the Tie-
chui district, and on hix return to Hongkony the hoat in which he
bad taken passase was attacked by pirates, from whom he made
hiz escape by tuking refure in Kap-chu. Eventually reaching
Hongkong, A Tui remarked, = These pirates, though wicked men,
God has used hoth to try our faith, and to send good to the poor
Apeople at Kap-chuand vicinity.” The chureh at Hongkong, receiv.
Eg no tiding= from him and fearing that he had perished, had held
several special seazons of prayer for hiw during the period of
their suspense, exhibiting a fond attachment to the faithful brother,
and a spirit of love and trust in God which greatly alleviated the
grief caused by the uncertainty of his condition. A blessing more
sinal  still, rested on the Kap-chm people.  During the three
weeks of hix detention, the gospel was preached from village to
sillage, to thousands, who never before had heard of Jesus
and the resurrection. The people, with but few exceptions, lis.
tened gladly to the truth, and ureed A Thi to vicit them again,
A literary and influential man afterwards wrote to Mr. Jolinson,
expreszing the joy he experienced ax he listened to the new doe-
trine from A Tui’s lips, and deelaring his purpose soon to visit
Hongkong, to be tauzht the word of (fod more perfeetly.
At llongkong, religious services have been continued on the




