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among the worst class of Burmans, as ig-
norant, superstitious and wicked, and
there is an old man, called a paramat,
among them, who tells them not to lis-
ten to any thing the teachers and disci-
ples of Jesus Christ’s religion have to
say to them, nor take their books; if
they do, they will go to hell. On the
other side of the river, the people are
aid to be of a better class. Many of
them are believers in the teachings of
the celebrated teacher of the paramat,
OoBauco.*

Ko Konge’s idea of the paramats is,
that, like John the Baptist and his fol-
lowers, the Lord desizns them to be the
preparers of the way of the Lord among
the idolatrous Burmese. Ile says they
give their consent to every thing tkey
bear of the existeuce of one only living
and true God, his attributes, his laws,and
that every thing secms to be right, till
they come to man’s lost condition and his
recovery solely through the merits and
tighteousness of our Lord and Saviour
Jdesus Christ. At this they stumble, get
W and go off. After a time the film
koosens, and fulls as “scales” from their
¢yes, light penetrates the darkness with-
in them, and they acknowledge Jesus
Christ to be the only Saviour of man-

—_—

SIAM.
EEPORT OF TNE MISSION FoR 1835-6.
Relations with tho Government.

Since the adjustment of our difficul-
tes with the Siamese government through
kind instrumentality of the English
Whasador,t we have appeared to be

%00 Bau 0o wasordered to the capital, im-
Wisoned and examined by the order of the
king Tharrawady, and then released. In
ks examination he was asked why he did
%t worship their god? He replied that an

was nothing. It could ncither rpeak,
80 move, nor ¢lcep, nor eat,and he could not
Wonhipit. Why should he?

1 Bee Magazine for July, 1866, p. 268; An-

&l Report, p. 68.
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about as much in favor with the king as
formerly ; at least we have' the same
privileges, with this exception, that the
palace gates have not been opened to
those who were accustomed to give in-
struction to the females witkin the pal-
ace walls. In travelling, we usually take
a pass; but it is ravely called for.

The events of the past year in their
bearing on the future, have been of un-
usual interest, owing to the treaties
ratified or negotiated with the English,
French and Americans, and the conse-
quent change in the policy of the Si-
amese towards foreigners.  The treaty
negotiated last year by the English was
ratified April 5, 1856. Before the English
left, the American ambassador, the Ilon.
Townsend Ilarris, arrived in the U. S.
steamer, San Jacinto, Com. Armstrong.
We are happy to state that this embassy
left a very favorable impression on the
minds of the Siamese.

We are particularly gratified with
their observance of the Sabbath. Com.
Armstrong had the moral courage twice
to decline requests from the second king,
to allow certain officers to visit the king's
palace on the Sabbath. We arc the
more rejoiced at this, because it must go
far to do away the impression quite prev-
alent, that none keep the Sabbath save
those who get pay for it,— as they say
the missionaries do. The treaty nego-
tiated by the American commissioner is
substantially the same as that of the
English. The atticles of agreement were
signed May 29, 1836.

July 14th the French ambassador
reached Bangkok; Aug. 15th negotia-
tions were completed. The French are
said to have sccured some privileges for
Catholic missionaries, which we shall
all probably enjoy. We now have an
English, and an American consul, and
shall probably soon have a French. The
effect of these negotiations has already
been a large increase of foreigners, and
a rapid growth of foreign trade ; which,
we fear, will be no help to our work. 1f
the provisions of these treaties be {aih-
fully carried out, both Siamese and for-
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eigners must be benefitted by the in-
creased facilities for trade, and missiona-
ries will probably be freed from a multi-
tude of petty annoyances.

We can now obtain permanent passes
to travel anywhere within twenty-four
houry’ ride of the city walls; and can
rent and reside anywhere within this lim-
it. It is yct to be scen whether the
same privilege will be allowed to those
who may wish to lease land. The right
to purchase, by the consent of the au-
thorities, is confined to the space with-
in twenty-four hours’ ride of the city,
and outside of fonr miles from the city
walls.

This space includes all our out-sta-
tions; also localitics on the coast favor-
able to the restoration of prostrated
health. It is the settled opinion of the
oldest residents here, that a timely resort
to such localities would often be quite as
beneficial to health as a sca voyage.

The two departments of the mission
comprise three missionaries, three female
assistant missionaries, and three native
assistants.

Siamese department — Religious ser-
vices.

In the morning a _ portion of the Old
Testament is read, and in the evening a
portion of the New. These exercises
are for the benefit of all domestics and
pupils on the mission compound who are
more familiar with the Siamese language
than any other.

At nine, A. M., is a meeting of the
Bible class. During the year, the mira-
cles have been studied in course, and
Genesis commenced.

At half past ten, A. M, there is a
prayer meeting in Siamese. This meet-
ing was conducted by Mr. Chandler, dur-
ing his connection with the mission. At
the same hour, Mr. Smith has attend-
ed a similar service in another part of
the city.

At eleven, Mr. Smith has preached in
English at the British consulate, and at
one, P. M, in Siamese. At Sabbath
evening prayers, those in attendance
Iisve been questioned upon the instruc-
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tions of the day. The monthly e
for prayer has been obzerved on tl
Sabbath of each month at half pa
A. M., under the superintendence
Chandler. At the close of thisme
a collection has usnally been take

Tract distribution.

The afterncon of each day ha
reserved for this work. The trac!
is opened and boois given to all t
plicants who can read. Whenthe w
and other circumstances hav
mitted, visits have been made todit
parts of the city, where books haw
given away, and the people con
with on the subject of religion. I
obtaincd a permanent pass to
within the twenty-four hours’
excursions for tract distributing i
places than Bangkok will aga
resumed.

Translating and schools.

This labor has received frot
Smith only the leisure hours of the
ings. During the year, Genesis hs
completed and Exodus commence

Mrs. Smiith, since the complet
rooms under the house, has comn
a school which already contains fo
boarding scholars,and ten day sc
School hours during the day fron
to twelve, A. M., and from two te
P.M. Mrs. Smith has had the
labor of teaching. Mr. Smith b
voted but an hour, frem seven to e
the evening, to a class in matha
Religious instruction is the most
nent element in the school ; the
branches are secondary. The
is supported wholly by private ir
uals.

The forenoon is spent in the st
the Siamese and Pali, the sacre
guage of the Siamese.

The year has been marked '
special manifestations of religious
est. The kings and some of the
make demands upon the time o
Smith for assistance in writing and
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hting. Each of these demands is anin-
terruption from more appropriate work.

During Mr. Chandler’s connection
vith the mission, besides preparing ma-
terials for printing, he made one trip for
tract distribution. Mrs. Chandler has
been engaged, as last year, in in-
gtructing the natives of her own house-

ld
Chinese department.

Mr. Ashmore began the year with the
furpese to improve each day so far as
precticable, in laboring to impart saving
kowledyre to the heathen, and to build np
e asiistants in the faith of the gespel.
The health of Mrs. Ashmore, however,
demanded a voyage by sea, and a favor-
wbleopportunity occurring, Mr. Ashmore
embarked at Bangkok with his family,
® board a vessel bound for Hong Kong.
ARer tossing about in the vessel from
dune 11th to June 22d, the ship was
deemed incapable of making the trip in
wlety, and returned to the point from
which it sailed.

Since Mr. Ashmore’s return to Bang-
tak, much time has been spent in visit-
bag from house to house and distributing
tracts, but more especially in talking and
peeaching to the people. The assistants
& Bangkok, with occasional interrup-
fions, have been instructed in the New
Twtament.

He has made two trips during the
Jaar;—onc to Petriu, where he gave
ny books, and had much pleasant
Gk with the people;—the other to

gplasoi, in which the time was spent
& habor for the enlightenment of others.

Nr. Telford has been toiling on at
e language, which he finds exceedingly
dficalt. In the afternoon he has met
with the assistants under Mr. Ashmore,
® listen to the exercise and catch the
elloguial dialect. During Mr. Ashmore's
tbeence, he took charge of the Sabbath
®rvices, and now bas charge of the af-
farmoon prayer meeting. During the
Jur, be visited all the out-stations.

In the early part of the year, Mrs.

bad charge, under a teacher, of
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a Chinese evening rcading class, com-
posed mostly of those in mission employ ;
subsequently she had charge of a small
day school, more especially for the good
of those connccted with the mission.
She has also had charge of two or three
young girls most of the year; and spends
as much time in the study of the lan-
guage as her health and other duties will
permit.

The Chinese assistants.

Chek Mue has labored most of the
yearat Lengkiachu; Chek Suan, at Bang-
kok or Bangchang ; and Chek Soi at
Bangkok. He has also spent about two
wecks, preaching and distributing books,
at Bangplasoi. A Choi, a Siamo-Chinese,
has been actively engaged in the work of
an assistant most of the year, but not
strictly in mission employ ; as he had not
received the approbation of the mission
to enter upon that work. He is a most
promising young man ; and takes a decp
interest in the study of the Scriptures,
and in his Sabbath services.

All the assistants distribute books as
they go from house to house, and talk
with the people as they have opportu-
nity ; and on the Sabbath they preach
at their station. They show a good de-
gree of interest in their work, but not
that anxicty for the salvation of souls
which we wish to sec.

SBabbath services.

Since the first Sabbath in May, there
has been an encouraging increase of
strangers at the Sabbath services. This
is owning to the pozition of the present
worship room, which fronts the road,
and is sufliciently near to attract the at-
tention of passers Dy. This, with the
help of a man standing at the gate to in-
vite in all Chinamen who may be pass-
ing, draws many to the chapel who oth-
erwise would never cnter. Some Sab-
baths the strangers arc more numerous
than the regular attendants. Some of
these seem to be much interested in
what is said, and remain to hear another
discourse. The curiosity of the majarvy |
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however, is soon satisfied, and they pass
on as thoughtless as ever.

In the Sabbath services, special efforts
are made to have as many take part as
can profitably do so, in prayer and ex-
hortation. The services usually consist
of three short discourses in the morning,
intermingled with prayer, praise and ex-
hortation. Mr. Ashmore commonly takes
two of these services. At one o'clock,
P. M,, there iv a meeting at the garden
station for prayer and conference. The
monthly concert of prayer is observed
on the first Monday following the com-
manion Sabbath. Contributions on com-
munion Sabbaths and for the poor fund
amount to about $39. DMost of the
church members, so far as is known to
the missionaries, live exemplary lives.
Some have loose views respecting the
Sabbath, and need to be watched over,
and frequently admonished. The ob-
servance of the Sabbath is, perhaps, one
of the best tests of a man’ssincerity that
we can have in this land.

The inquirers,

Some of the inquirers noticed last
year have lost their interest, and scldom
attend the Sabbath worship. There are
two new cases of inquirers. Of the ap-
plicants for baptism, three inspire the
hope that they are genuine cascs of
conversion. For these hopeful ecases,
we are thankful. But O, when will
the Spirit of the living God move
upon this ¢ valley of dry bones,” and
breathe into them the breath of life ?
When shall we hear Siarese and Chi-
nese inquiring, “What shall we do to be
saved ? ”— with that earnestness which
characterizes the awakcned sinner at
home, or the despised, but anxious Ka-
rens, whose dwelling places come even
within the borders of this land ?— Pray
for us, that we may not faint in our work,
or be “ weary in well doing.”

—_————

HONGKONG MISSION.

Mr. Jol comm tes, under date of
Dec. 13th, 8 note just received from Mr.

Hongkong Mission. — Letter from Mr. Johnson.
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Burns at Swatow, which gives the last tid
from the brethren * in bonds.” Sece M:
zine for March, pp. 87, 88,

The imprisoned assistants.

Swatow, Nov. 27, 1836.—1 wis
could report that our brethren were
ready liberated ; and I would be dispt
to delay writing until I have this re|
to make ; but as I know you will
anxious for information as to the pre:
state of things, I pen these few lincs.

Ifeang Yung returned on Tues
morning, Nov. 23th, from the Too ¢
bringing intelligence distressing as
garded the present circumstances of
brethren, but encouraging asto the p
pect of their being ultimately libera
— 1 trust, before long. The man*
had charge of them, and who had tr
ed them kindly, died four or five ¢
before we reached the place. Theyw
in consequence placed in the hand
the man who had charge of me,—a1
who seems to be both covetous
cruel.  Besides, I know not fromv
cause, although letter after letter
been sent to A Ngoes’ brother at T
Hai, and one of A Ee's relatives '
gone there twice in person,— nomo
was forthcoming. This irritated tl
keeper and left them in want of ne
sary food for a day or two. InG
great mercy Ileang Yung reached
city at this very time, and had eno
with him to supply their present wa
though none to satisfy the demand
their keeper. Ile returned immedisf
here ; and, as we found that within th
few days A Cheo had drawn twelve
lars and lodged it at Teng Hai witl
Ngoes’ brother, Heang Yung wen
Leng Hai yesterday morning to get
money, and proceed with it direct to
city in order to relieve the brethren.
he did not get it, he was to return be
and rot having to-day returned,Ib
that he may now have already reac
the city with tkis pecuniary help.

The orders sent down from Canton
garding the brethren are the same a3
Governor General stated in his reply



1857.]

gatitude we could not but feel at the
dose of 80 anxiousa year; also by the
evident signs of ripening maturity and
bopeful promise of future usefulness
forced upon us by this happy band of
youth. We felt a thousand fold rewarded
for our little toil, and confirmed in our
purpose to work on.

Several books in the Old and New
Testament have been studied with evi-
dent interest and care. The narratives
and traths of the bible had evidently
made deep furrows in these tender and
wppreciative minds. The bible is the
besis of all our instruction ; yet we have
felt a painful need of Teloogoo books
admaps, as helps toa proper knowledge
of its contents.

An era has begun in book and map
making in Teloogoo. We cannot but
bope that what has been done in other
lguages in India, will be done in due
tme also in this, the sweetest and richest
o them all.

The matron of the school, Mrs. Gil-
more, has Jabored through the year with
fdelity, having under ber charge the
English classes, besides giving much of
ber time to instruction in Teloogoo.
Mrs. Jewett has spared no strength or
time in behalf of the good of every child
in the compound. Most of the classes
lave been under her immediate super-
vision, so that no instruction has been
given by our native helpers that has not
ped under final review. The study
of geography, especially sacred geogra-
pby, by her persevering endeavors and
peacil has added a most interesting
fatare to the instruction given, making
the bible speak both to the eye and
heart

The theological class was continued
wtl we had gone over all the topics
witable to such a class, committing the
nilbstance to writing in the native lan-
fuige, s0 that each member of the class
basin his or ber handwriting what may
%®rve in future as a remembrancer of the
Views daily presented, and germs of
thought for future investigations in the
et doctrines of the bible.

Siam.— Letter from Mr. Ashmore.

“hope.
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SIAM.
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE.
State of the church.

Bangkok, Dec. 17, 1856.— We have
occasion to thank the Head of the
church for the life-giving influences of
his Holy Spirit, through which the
brethren are led to feel a good degree
of interest in the prosperity of the new
kingdom. We have often occasion for
misgiving in the case of two or three,
lest they have « the form of godliness ”
but are destitute of *the power.” The
word does not take effect upon them as
it should. They scem to make no prog-
ress in divine things. Spiritual food
does not appear to nourish them, and
their godliness is dwarfed and stinted.
One or two others who in time past
“did run well,” give us sorrow by
their backsliding from the Fountain of
living waters, and by their disposi-
tion to lukewarmness and indifference.
Still we have, on the whole, ground of
In one case, temptations have
superinduced trust in “broken cisterns
that hold no water.” In another case, a
brother whom we may truly call «a
brother beloved ” has been and is still
undergoing a severe test of his faith and
obedicnce, from the sacrifice he is re-
quired to make in order to keep holy
the Sabbath day. Both of them, I think,
are animated by sound .principle at
heart; and although just now “ grey
hairs are upon them and they know it
not,” or will not believe it, yet we confi-
dently pray that God our Father will
deliver them from evil, and “recover
them ont of the snare of Satan.”

With these few exceptions, it becomes
us to speak of the remainder of the
church with a fair degree of confidence.
So far at least as the outward propricties
of religion are concerned, their lives
correspond to their profession. Some
others scem too easily satisfied with
moderate attainments and the mainten-
ance of simply an honorable standing in
the church. A few among the whole
number are thriving ke palwm-trecs vy
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~ the rivers of waters, and ‘our hearts are
gladdened by their obvious and steady
growth in grace. We are encouraged
by the former class, but we are greatly
chieered and strengthened by the latter.
They are the branches that ¢ bear much
fruit.” They are the proofs that the
preaching of the word by the various
wissionaries who have labored for their
advancement has not been in vain.
They present in their steady progress
the assurance that the Iloly Spiritis car-
vying on his silent work in leading souls
from grace to grace, till grace shall be
consummated in glory. To these the
stated preaching of the word is glad ti-
dings of great joy. Their humility, their
teachable spirit, their ready disposition
to make a practical application to them-
selves of what they hear, their growing
appreciation of divine things, and their
quick perception of the spiritnal import
of' our Saviour's teachings attest fully
that “the wond of the truth of the gospel,”
“being mixed with faith,” ¢ bringeth
forth fruit,” ¢ since the day they heard it
and knew the grace of God in truth.”

I am glad to say that the brethren
who a year ago were causing us sorrow
by their uncharitable demeanor and
fault-linding disposition, united with that
obstinate persistence in their own way
that so often disfigures the convert from
among the Chinese, have laid aside the

panoply of dispute, and exhibit much of

the meckness and gentleness,—* casy to

be entreated,”— that is characteristic of

the new man.

We rejoice in the belief that the
church generally is united in harmony,
as sincere as it is pervading.  Petty ov-
casions of annoyance are ever likely to
present themselves; and the difliculty
of making different views and partialities
harmonize keeps us always on the look-
out to guard against little estrangements,
—trowm the influence of which we do not
at any time feel ourselves free.  Still we
are glad to say that the native members
do not often feel these evils in sufiicient
force to prevent their mutual sympathy
and cuéperation.

Stam. — Letter from Mr. Ashmore.

[May.

From the facts bronght to my knowl
edge by observation, and from the known
tendency of the human heart, and e
pecially of the Chinese heart, I am per-
suaded that the chureh enjoys a greater
measure of soul-prosperity than it would
do if its members were more in the
highway of worldly advancement. They
are mostly poor, some of them very -
poor ; and somectimes, though not often,
they drop half-formed expressions of re-
pining at the difficulties that embarras
them in earning a living. But thes
very individuals are among the number
of those who are “rich in faith;” while
those whose conduct gives most occasion |
for saying, “my leanness, my leanness!™ |
are those in whom there has beenan
unusual crop of the thorns mentioned in
the parable, to *choke the word and
make it unfruittul.”

The recently baptized.

Of the three converts baptized at oar
(October communion, one is an old mas,
over seventy years of age. His a
uaintance with bible truth dates backto
the days of good oll deacon Pe Hws,
who fiequently visited the unpretending
home of Re Sua, and labored to make
known to him the plan of ralvation. Re
Sua is quite hard of hearing, and hasnot
profited by the usual services ashe other
wise would have done, although he has
been quite faithful in his attendance up-
on the Sabbath. His range of Christian
knowledge is limited ; we trusted, how-
ever, that he had a clear apprehension of
the necessity of a Saviour and of the
way of salvation by Him. He was be-
coming old and feeble, and a general dis-
position existed among the brethren to
have him make a public profession of
his faith in Christ without further de-
lay.

The other two are young men. Chek
Tok is by birth a Hainan man, by occu-
pation a washerman,  For a long time
he was in the employ of Mr. Telford.
Afterwards he went into business on his
own responsibility.  Mr. Telford has be-
stowed upon him both care and affection,
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y bave not been in vain. Pos-
f a disposition naturally kind and
» and, for a Chinaman, unusually
, we cannot but fondly hope that,
«d by grace, his influence and
e will be salutary. The younger
three, Chek Chong, is a young
' quiet, unobtrusive disposition,
his confiding faith in the truths
gospel, has already won greatly
ir esteem and affection. Ile has
mind, and quickly comprehends
wing of the scripture expounded
earing.

h of Mrs. Ashmore—Prospects.

or ourselves personally we are
J for many mercies. Mrs. Ash-
health is much improved. The
r, however, is cool and the air
iting, and we have confilently
for a change fur the better. A
oss the gulf to the residence of
our native converts,—f{rom which
re but recently returned,— has
influence in this happy result.
the next hot season sets in we
Wl it indispensable to spend much
time near the sca-beach. We
s bowever, almost as much in the
mission labor there as at Bang-
i wherever we go we find great
» of Tie Chiu men. In general
re, perhaps, more accessible to
8 conversation, than the more
ed dwellers in this great metrop-

—_——

NINGPO MISSION.

ETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON.

west of the city— Favorable
reception.

po, Dec. 25, 1856.— In October
a tour of four days beyond the
ite of the city. It was at the re-
 an individual who has fre-
" been to our chapel, who with a
irele of relatives resides about
les from thecity, at a place called
mg. He came with a boat and
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took the assistant Chu and myself to his
own house, and aided us all he could in
our work. Ile conducted us to four
other villages, where we were well re-
ceived and our message attentively lis-
tened to.

Two or three persons in the village
where we stopped, seemed impressed
with the truth. One was an aged blind
man, a relative of our friend and the
head man of the village. Ile listened
intently from day to day to all our pub-
lic addresses and to our private conver-
sations. e seemed fully convinced of
the folly of idolatry, and of the exist-
ence of one living and true God, the
Author and Ruler of all. He said he
should henceforth worship the true God.
There was but one thing apparently in
the way of his becoming a Christian at
once,— that was, the worship of ances-
tors.

Two or three others were in nearly
the same state of mind. I have since
heard favorable reports from them.

There seems to be a small opening in
that direction in the adamantine wall
around us. I intend to follow up the
impression made, and I expect fruit.

Visit to Chusan — Interested hear-
ers.

On the 14th of November I went to
Chusan, and =pent three weeks. I was
much encouraged by the visit, in our
work there. The converts, as faras I
cculd learn, were living according to the
principles of the gospel, and exhibited
increased carnestnessin the work of ex-
horting others to renounce the works of
darkness and to receive the truth. An
illustration occurred while on a visit to
a neighborhood some four or five miles
from the city, where the inquirer Sing
resides.  We put up at his house at
night; and, as sceveral of the friends
came in, we improved the opportunity
to preach to them the gospel.  Qwu, the
first convert at Chusan, was with me;
s#nd, becoming animated with his subject,
Lhe addressed them with a {reedom,
clearness and power of which | had wo
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Committee desire to add, in justice to the spirit by which
wve been and would ever seek to be actuated, and also to pro-
Ir missionary brethren from the intrusion of any whatever
sant reflections, as though they had pressed on the Committee
velcome and supererogatory service, the Committee do by no
indulge regrets that such modification or enlargement of the
f Regulations has been called for. Some of the regulations
iperinduced are recognized as merely written expressions of
shed usages; and in Telation to others, there did not scem to
ny special need of action on the part of the Committee, the
gin question lying confessedly within the independent power
missionaries. In regard to these, however,as well as to the
e enactment may be regarded as both seasonable and salutary,
g in one aspect an additional safeguard to the rights of mis-
es, and, conversely, interposing another wholesome restraint
: the possible encroachings of directory power.

Committee place in the hands of the Board the correspond-
»uching the Regulations; including the original communica-
the eighteen missionaries, the circular of the Committee, and
llies to the circular; together with a letter on the same sub-
wn the Rev. Mr. Danforth of the Assam Mission, by his re-

DISCONTINUANCE OF MISSIONARY RELATIONS.

Committee have alluded, in the course of the preceding re-
to some dissatisfaction which has existed with.the constitu-
r with its interpretation, on the part of certain missionaries;
‘¢ now compelled to add, that in three instances, during the
18t closed, the dissatisfaction has risen to such a degree as
| to a sundering of missionary relations.
. D. L. Brayton, resident of late near Rangoon, resigned his
tion with the Union in a letter bearing date July 28, 1856,
ignation to take place the first of October then next ensu-
The letter was received after the resignation had gone into
and as the resignation was peremptory, and moreover was
d in terms that scemed to preclude reconsideration, nothing
ed to the Committee but to note the fact, and place the
on file, its reception to be acknowledged by the Foreign Sec-
More recently, explanations have been received of such a
ter, touching the misconceptions under which the letter was
1, as to suggest the idea of a withdrawal of the resignation
of further correspondenee leading to a mutual correct under-
1ig of both parties.
relations of the Union with Rev. J. S. Beecher, late of Bas-
ission, were brought to a close Nov. 18; as was duly notified
; in accordance with the follow'ing vote, passed at that date
. careful consideration of certain conditions required by him.
|, That Mr. Beecher be informed’ that the Executive Com-
deem his views and purposes expressed in the conditions
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presented to them as above, so much at variance with the principles
of the constitution under which they act, that they feel themselves
called upon, in fidelity to their trust, to tecrminate his counnection
with the Union as its missionary, and that said connection is hereby
dissolved.”

The ¢ conditions ” referred to in the vote, and the entire reply
of the Committee to the same, are herewith submitted.

In November a letter was received from Rev. J. H. Vinton, late
of Rangoon mission, under date of Aug. T; conveying a resigns
tion of his connection with the Union, the resignation “to take
effect at the close of the year, or as soon as (he) should be notified
of the (Committec’s) acceptance of it.” The Committee regarded
the resignation as positive and final, and instructed the Foreign
Secretary to notify Mr. Vinton of “the reccipt of the same, and
that he also communicate the fact to the Rangoon mission treas
urer.” The notification was received at Rangoon on the 4th of
February. As explanatory of Mr. Vinton’s grounds of procedure,
his letter of the above date is submittod to the Board; the Com-
mittee holding themselves subject to their call for any further
explanations that may appear to be necessary.

The relations of Dr. Brown, of Assam mission, having come
under consideration in January, he was requested, in view of his
anomalous position, to communicate to the Committee his views of
his relations to the Union, and of his reéngaging in missionary
service in its connection. Dr. Brown made the communication
desired, appending sundry comments on what he regarded es his-
torical facts. Ilis views, he.rcmarks in referring to his relations
as originally formed, are “radically opposed,” as he thinks, to those
adopted by the Committee. The relations he also regards as now
at an end, inasmuch as he is “not engaged in missionary work, nor
receiving his support from the Union.”

He adds, “ The respousibility of sundering the connection I
regard as resting with you.”

The Committee arc free to avow that they have been reluctant
to fulfil this responsibility. Dr. Brown returned to this country
by invitation of the Committee after an uninterrupted missionary
service of some twenty-five years. During all this period his rels-
tions to the Committee or to the Acting Board were harmonioss,
and, it was supposed, satisfactory to all parties. His work,
especially in connection with the press, and in translating the New
Testament into the Assamese language, had been eminently
acceptable; and grateful anticipations were cherished that, could
he return for a short period to his native hills and gather up again
his somewhat exhausted strength, an almost equally protracted
and perhaps still more useful course of missionary labor would
await him in years to come. What pecessity may be laid upon
the incoming Executive Committec the future must determine.
That Dr. Brown is at present laboring under very great and lament-
able misconceptions, the Committee do not fail to perceive; and
it is equally apparent to them, that thesec misconceptions, while




1857.] Discontinuance of Missionary Relations. 231

they remain, must prove a fatal obstruction to mutual cotperation
and even to any just semblance of a missionary connection. The
name of Dr. Brown is retained on the list of missionaries of the
Union, simply on the ground of a possible contingency.

Mr. J. H. Chandler, late of Siam mission, ceased his connection
vith the Union in July last, by direction of the Executive Com-
nittee, in consequence not of any divergency of views on the
subject of rclations, but of his declining to fulfil the service for
vhich he had been sent, until the Committee would give back to
kim the instrument which defines the mutual understanding on
which alone they had consented to send him. The Committee
have been gratified to learn that since the dissolution of their con-
nection with Mr. Chandler, his intercourse with the missionaries in
Siam has been fraternal, that ho has continued to render them aid
in the preparation of founts of type, in pursuance of a mutually
satisfactory arrangement; and that he has also continued to per-
form directly evangelical labor.

The Committee take this opportunity to make a brief explanation
in regard to Mr. T. S. Raoney, late of the Maulmain Burman
migsion. In the anmual report for 1854-5, it was stated that
arrangements had been entered upon to commit the Maulmain press
and depository to Mr. Bennett “in view of his priority of service,
and other considerations;” and that Mr. Ranney was expected, in
consequence, to return to this country. The considerations here
alluded to, were fully stated in a report adopted by the Committee
in Oct. 1854, and were communicated to Mr. Ranney by letter
bearing date of the 30th of the same month. The report is in
the following words.

“The committee to ‘consider the expedicncy of placing the
printing office at Maulmain in the care of Mr. Bennett, appointed
Jme 13, beg leave to report:—

“That the occasion for considering this inquiry, as understood
byyour Committee, is, that the Tavoy press, of which Mr. Bennett
wag in charge, has been united with the Maulmain printing estab-
lihment conducted by Mr. Ranney. The committee feel decply
the delicacy of the question submitted to them. There is but one
Printing establishment in Burmah, and two printers or superintend-
ents of the press, who are alike competent to their work, but to -
Deither of whom could any other service as a permanent arrange-
ment be advantageously assigned. The question seems to be not
lerely which shall have the charge of the press, Mr. Bennett or

. Rauney, but whose services in the missions shall the Execcu-
tive Committee consent to forego ?

“ Feeling the full force of this embarrassment your committee
are constrained, nevertheless, to express the opinion, that it is ex-
Pedient to place the printing office in the care of Mr. Bennett.
With qualifications that promise in an eminent degree the skilful
and economical performance of the duties pertaining thereto, Mr.
Bennett has one very preponderating advantage in the qualifica-
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tions of Mrs. Bennett as a proof-reader in the native languages,
both Burman and Karen, in which she is believed to be unsurpass
ed. It is a collateral consideration in favor of Mr. Bennett, that
his missionary appointment as printer was prior to Mr. Ranney's,
and that he has fulfilled a longer service, while his health and
strength appear to give good promise for years to come.

“ The fact that the health of Mrs. Ranney, who is now in this
country, makes her early return to Burmah a matter of doubtful
" expediency, is also favorable to the arrangement proposed.

“Inview of the above your committee would propose the adop
tion of the following resolutions:

«1. That Mr. Bennett be requested to take charge of the
Maulmain printing office on his return to Burmah, and that Mr.
Ranney transfer the same to him, D.V., on the 1st of July next
ensuing.

«2. That a copy of this report be forwarded to Mr. Rammey '
by the earliest opportunity,and that he be informed that while
the Executive Committee fecl constrained to adopt the above
measure, they cherish grateful recollections of the service he has
rendered in the missions, and will be ready to do all in their power
to make his return to the United States safe and agreeable.”

The letter to Mr. Ranney, covering the report, is at the cal
of the Board.

The Committee adverted in the beginning of this report to the
heavy bereavements sustained by the Union within the past year
in the death of missionaries. To that saddening list of remorals
we have to add, owing to protracted disecase and consequent it
bility to labor, the names of Rev. H. Howard and wife, Rev. W.
Dean, D. D., and Mrs. M. S. Daiible; whose resignations respect-
ively were presented to the Committee July 15 and 29, and
March 24. Dr. Dean had tendered his resignation at an earlier
period, but the Committee were unwilling to receive it so long 88
they could cherish the faintest hope of his being able to enter
again upon missionary service.

The missionary relations of Rev. R. F. Buel and wife have ter-
minated solely in consequence of the discontinuance of the Greek
mission, and those of Rev. J. S. Goodman and wife, from closing
the Bassa mission. Rev. H. B. Shermer, also of the late Basss
mission, has entered upon home evangelical labors.

Scveral missionaries have returncd to the United States withis
the year, on account of impaired health of themselves or of their
companions, whose relations to the Union remain unchanged. Mr.
Stoddard and family, of Assam mission, arrived July 3; Mr. Bixby,
late of the Maulmain Burman, now of the Rangoon mission, with
Mrs. Bixby, since deceased, arrived Aug. 5; Mr. Kincaid and
family, of Prome mission, Jan. 17, and Mr. Harris of Shwaygyee
mission, March 21. The return of Mr. Willard and family, late of
the mission to France, who arrived Sept. 11, was in view partly of
the contemplated reduction of mission expenditures in that country.
In the case of Mr. Kincaid also, apart from the sickness of Mrs.
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incaid, one object in returning was to communicate on behalf of
ie king of Burmah, by his request and at his charges, with the
. 8. government. ’

DISCONTINUANCE OF MISSIONS,

Agreeably to authorization given by the Board at their last
eeting, measures were taken immediately after their adjournment
yclose the Bassa mission; which were consummated in October.
he mission property, supposed to be of little value beyond claims
et to be liquidated, is in charge of the Treasurer of the Union.
The mission to Arracan, bereaved in the death of Mr. and Mrs.
atterlee, remained for a short period in care of Mrs. Knapp, who
ibsequently retired to Rangoon. Akyab station is now vacant.
he Committee, in view not only of the unhealthiness of the Arra-
u climate, but also of the demand for labor in Burmah Proper
ud elsewhere and of the diminished supply, respectfully suggest
1t the mission be brought to a close.

REDUCTION OF MISSION EXPENDITURES.

The reduction of expenditures which, in our last report, was
mounced to have been commenced in the missions, has reached
uring the year now closing the fulness of measure contemplated.
That before was prophetic, has now become history. The pro-
u8 of reduction has extended to the native assistants in the
siatic missions, as well as to schools, provision having becn
ade for almost none, except by donations so designated; while,
1 the European Missions, the appropriations for native laborers
wve been reduced by three fourths in the mission to France, and
1the German, exclusively of chapels, for which nothing has been
ppropriated, one half. If in any particular a relaxation or abate-
ent in this reluctant self-excision has been permitted to us, the
nount has been too insignificant to claim specification.

With this reduction in the ordinary expenditures, another pro-
8, more painful still, has kept pace with it, of refusing special
spropriations for special exigencies. Such exigencies inevitably
icur.  Every successive year brings with it demands for outlays
hich no human sagacity can foresee; and not to meet these
'mands is sometimes more suicidal than to cut down the ordin-
ysupplies. But the Committeec have been constrained to do this
range work. Now and then a case excepted, which forbade all
lestioning, the Committee have repeatedly found themselves
mpelled, even in the face of sore disaster, to be inexorable.

The following is a summary of the aggregate ordinary appro-
iations made in the annual schedule; the several items of which
iey are composed, embracing all sums so designated by their
i8pective donors. In the education department, exclusive of gov-
Tment payments for Indian schools, $1689.09. For publica-
ong, excluding avails of job work together with $1300 for the
¢rman Mission from the American Tract Society, $1250Q.
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The assistants. — As long as health permitted, Nersu
to labor with his usual fidelity and devotion. Jacob isan
helper, and fulfils the hopes of the mission. He
Sabbath morning services in the chapel during the last
the year. Two other assistants have labored
at home and in touring, dividing their time
studying and colporting.

Tract distribution. — During the year, 1,450 portions
ture have been distributed, and 4,000 tracts.
of books has been made with more discrimination than
and a desire has been felt to accompany every book
with as clear a view as possible of its meaning and
the public festivals, greater prominence than formerly
given to preaching. )

Publications. — An edition of the Teloogoo New
sufficiently large for the present wants of the mission,
printed at Vizagapatam, and one hundred copies in sheets
been sent to Madras for the use of the mission. The
the Old Testament is in progress at the American mission

Schools. — Mr. Douglass has exercised a general
ence over the schools. '

The day school has varied in numbers from ten
majority being girls. The converts from heathenism
pleasing interest in winning and instructing their
trymen .in the things pertaining to the kingdom
normal department is the same as last year. This
school is a part of the mission family, and numbers
and seven boys. The annual examination in
evinced in the pupils growing maturity and hopeful
ture usefulness. The bible is the basis of all
several books, both of the Old and New Testament,
studied with evident interest and care.

The theological class has gone over all the topics suitable to such
a class, committing the substance of the instruction to writing in
the native language. Thus each member has in his or her hand-
writing what may serve as a remembrancer for the future, of the
views daily presented, and germs of thought for subsequent inves-
tigations into the great doctrines of the bible.

MISSION TO SIAM.

BANGKROK ("Siamese Deparlmu“t’).—Rev. S. J. and Mrs. SMrrH.

( Chinese Department ).—Rev. W. AsaMoRrE, Rev. R. TELFORD, and their wives.
Outstations.— Lengkiachu, Bangchang, Bangplasoi, Peichaburi. .

Native assistants.— Chek Mue, Chek ek Sot

One station, four outstations, three missionaries and three female assistant mrissionsries;
three Chinese assistants.

Mr. Chandler’s connection with the mission terminated in July. (See page 281.)

S1AMESE DEPARTMENT. — Religious services.— Daily exercises are
held for the benefit of the servants and pupils in the mission com-
pound. In the morning a chapter is read from the Old Tests-
ment, with remarks and prayer; in the evening, a portion of the
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:ament as translated by Dr. Jones, with singing, remarks
ar. On the Sabbath there is a bible class at nine o’clock,
:r meeting at half after ten. The latter was conducted
handler during his connection with the mission, and at
time Mr. Smith conducted a similar service in another
he city. At eleven, Mr. Smith preaches at the British
, the service not interfering with his duties to the
He preaches again at one to the Siamese. At the
:vening service the pupils and servants connected with
on are questioned on the instructions of the day. The
I’s day evening in the month, the monthly concert takes
: of the usual prayer meeting, and a collection is usually
(r. Smith has finished the under part of his house in such
1 to supply a good though comparatively small chapel,
school room and a place for tract distribution.
listributivn. — The tract room is opened every afternoon,
8 are given to all applicants who can read. Visits are
2 to different parts of the city, in which books are dis-
ind the people conversed with on the subject of religion.
dler has also made one tour for tract distribution.
ating. — The New Testament, translated by the late Dr.
in circulation. During the year, Genesis has been com-
d Exodus commenced. The missionaries have only been
evote an hour occasionally to this labor.
Christians. — The Siamese who are members of the
ik consistently with their profession. There are others,
families, who profess conversion and are known to be
in Jesus; and though not baptized, they maintain wor-
heir families, gladly receive religious books, distribute
their own neighborhoods, and exercise a good influence
amilies and in the communities where they reside. Three
have been baptized. One is quite an aged man, who
his first knowledge of the way of life from deacon Pe
v deceased; the other two are young men.
t»— Within the year Mrs. Smith has commenced a school
3 increased rapidly, and now embraces eighteen boarding
;een day scholars. Some of the pupils are children or
latives of Siamese nobles; others are children of the
classes. It is the object of Mrs. Smith to give a promi-
se to Christianity in all her instructions. Thus far the
38 been no expense to the mission. The second king
ented Mrs. Smith 100 ticals ($56.81,) for her school, in
favor.
iJE DEPARTMENT.—Mr. Ashmore commenced the year with
)se of laboring every day to impart saving knowledge to
ten and to build up the converts in the faith of the gos-
1. Ashmore’s ill health has interfered with this plan; still,
e has been spent in visiting from house ta house, preach-
» people, and distributing tracts.
Iford has visited all the outstations, and during Mr. Ash-
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more’s absence took charge of the Sat
prayer meeting. The study of the langu
much of his time.

In the early part of the year Mrs. '
Chinese evening reading-class, composed
employ of the mission. Subsequently
small day school, and has instructed two
of the year.

Religious services. — In the forenoon tl
delivered, interspersed with prayer ar
made to induce as many as possible to
cises. In the afternoon a meeting is hel
ence in the garden. During the last sum
aging increase of strangers at the Sabbs
is favorably situated on the road, and is
the notice of passers-by. A Chinama
invite all his countrymen who pass, to g
of salvation. On some Sabbaths stran
than the regular attendants. Some of t!
and remain to hear another discourse;
majority is soon satisfied, and they pass

The monthly concert is observed on
communion Sabbaths. The contributio
for the poor fund the last year amounte«

The churck and inquirers. — The chu
members, most of whom live exemplar:
one has been excluded. There are seve
cages. Some of the inquirers formerly
interest, and seldom attend worship on
five candidates for baptism. The avera
is forty-seven,— of whom thirty-two a
fifteen strangers.

Assistants. — The assistants at Be
in the New Testament, with occas
itinerating in the city and vicinity, dif
way of life. Chek Mue has laborec
kiachu; Chek Suan at Bangkok or
Bangkok or Bangplasoi. A Choi, a
tively engaged as an assistant most
mission employ. He is a promising :
jnterest in the study of the Scriptures
The assistants distribute books from ho
on religion with the people as they have
a good degree of interest in their wor
preach at their stations.

Wants of the mission. — Entire copie
and other portions of Scripture are muc i
of the standard tracts, for general distribution. The only por-
tions of Scripture now on hand for this purpose are ~ Acts” and
“Romans.” The tracts are the « Golden Balance,” « Parables,”
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and « Instructions of Jesus;” the latter is all Scripture, and the
“Parables” nearly so. The great want, however, is preaching.
A whole nation of about six millions is to be evangelized. For
the Chinese population there are two American missionaries with
their wives, and four male members of the church as assistants.
For the pure Siamese and those who understand Siamese better
than any other language, — which is by far the larger portion of
the six millions, — there is only one mission family. e books
Siam. There are no Chinese
s and children of the Chinese
ecessity as from choice and
Siam can read their own lan-
ittle occasion for the mission-
ching or in book-making. On
orn in Siam, and many of the
urgent in their requests for
cations are made to the mis-
into their families to be in-

ratified during the year with

'hich have operated favorably
ds foreigners. The mission-
sses to travel, or to rent and
bours’ ride of the city walls.
ons and places on the coast
trated health. The mission-
king as formerly, except that
ned to those who were accus-
within the walls.

SSION.

em~ta-chis.
four native assistants. Dr. Dean’s con-

st year has been marked with
rk of his servants, and “souls
n the other hand, persecution
ad, and politicad disturbances

t was make at Hongkong to
attempt, however, was merci-
e poison infused proving its
re among the sufferers, but at
partially recovered.
services on the Sabbath and the daily
exercise have been sustained as former-
the Lord’s day has varied from fifty to
daily exercise has been attended in the
8 connected with the mission; W \he
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SIAM MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE.
Health of Mrs. Ashmore.

Bangkok, June 22, 1857.—The good-
s of God continues to be magnified
ore us. Our visit to Anghin was
ended with results on the whole very
souraging. Mrs. Ashmore’s health was
ridedly better ; her strength increased,
1 the tone of her system improved. A
tement of her present symptoms, care-
y prepared and submitted to the in-
ction of Drs. Bradley and House, led
m both to say in reply, in separate
es, that Mrs. Ashmore might safely re-
in in Siam for the present. As we had
ed their formal opinion, in humble
iance on the Divine guidance, and as
had endeavored to commit the case
Him who doeth all things well, and
re looking for some answer to our
iyers, we accepted it as the leading of
Providence.

Mrs. Ashmore herself thinks she is
ter than she was a year ago, when
went on board the “Ianthe.” We
not deceive ourselves with the hope
t her health will ever be completely
tored. Her lungs are, without doubt,
iously affected. For a time her de-
1@ was alarmingly rapid; but her dis-
e seems now to have checked its pro-
ss, and hangs about her as a chronic
oplaint, sometimes better, sometimes
rse; and we fondly hope - that, with
e, her years may yet be prolonged,
1that she may be permitted to con-
sute something more to the advance-
nt of the Master’s work.

The missionary work a duty.

We both hail the recommendation of
: physicians with unfeigned joy. We
ve come here to labor for Christ. At
pense and sacrifice we have been
de acquainted with the language of
: people. It is a sad thing to be com-
lled to leave a place just as we are
gioning to taste the fruit of our long
dding hopes of usefulness. At times,
ien contemplating the necessity of
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leaving with Mrs. Ashmore, I have
cheered up my heart by anticipating the
pleasure I should derive from becoming
a home missionary, a laborer among the
destitute towns and villages of my native
state ;— not building on any other man’s
foundation, but going where was not
named the precious name of our Saviour.
So far as personal feeling is concerned,
it would certainly be more inviting to
proclaim the truth to people who would
sit and hear with patience, who could
comprehend the doctrines advanced, and
appreciate the Bible statements by which
they are supported. But one’s own
feelings have really very little to do with
a question of this nature. The mind
enlightened by the word of God, led by
the Holy Spirit, and impelled by con-
science, will incline to many decisions
not all agreeable to the natural feclings.
Acknowledging the paramount authority
of such guidance in all questions of duty,
we form all our plans and shape all our
resolves in submission thereto. We pre-
fer to remain and labor here, simply be-
cause it is duty so to do.

1 must confess I am often cast down ;—
I do not say, discouraged, for, studying
the economy of evangelization, as ex-
hibited practically in the Old and New
Testament, is enough effectually to pre-
vent the “ cast down” feeling from be-
coming chronic discouragement. God
works slowly, and we must be in no
haste. Our great and constant aim
should be diligence and faithfulness in
proclaiming the word of God. I have
not a single flitting of doubt as to the
work telling on the final result. How or
when, I know not ; bat it will do so ; for
God’s word declares it, and Bible history
illustrates it.

The omnipotent motive.

For one thing, especially, do T bless
God. Tt is that T am not left to depend
upon the dictates of my own natural be-
nevolence for impulse to labor for the
heathen. Natural good-will may incline
a man to do much for others; but it
makes little progress in face of indiffer-
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ence and ingratitude. A rectified
Christian heart, moved solely by its own
gushings of love for the perishing, will
attempt much for their salvation; but
these benign affections are still human,
and are the throbbings of a heart yet
sensitive to intluences from without.
When one perceives his efforts to do
good successful, when he sees others
yielding fruit in return, when he sees
exhibited gratitude, love and humility,
when there is enkindled a like spirit of
faith in others,— a disposition to become
« workers together with him,”— the re-
newed Christian heart, even though left
to its own resources, can toil hard and
bear long and patiently.

But when scorn is excited, when in-
difference is exhibited, when men turn
away contemptuously from the message
of pardon, when they repeat, in reckless
merriment, the name of the Holy God
which has just been proclaimed in their
hearing, when they propound blasphe-
mous questions concerning that precious
Saviour whom we love, and when his
sacred person is made the subject of
scurrilous jests—then the soft and
gentle stream that flows from the foun-
tain of native benevolence is dried up.
Insensibly do the sympathies fall in with
that speech of the meek and affectionate
John, when he asked if he might ¢ call
down firc from heaven and consume
them.” A deep sense of the wickedness
of such hearts, of their black ingratitude,
of their ill desert, of their unworthiness
to receive the blessings they have so
haughtily spurned, would very soon erad-
icate all desire or even willingness to
labor for their conversion from the most
kindly heart, if left to itself.

Now it is that the Christian feels and
is swayed by an influence from with-
out. The image of Christ rises up before
him. His love to his own soul, a sense
of the obligation he owes to that Saviour,
fills his heart. He remembers how he
was ‘“a stranger, wandering from the
fold of God,” how he hardened his heart
and would not hear, how he grieved the
tender Spirit of God, how he avoided
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those who sought his eternal welfare, how
he repelled them and would none of their
advice, and yet, notwithstanding, the
Saviour hore patiently with him and
gently constrained him, until, heart-bro-
ken and subdued, he cast away his rebel-
lion and threw himself weeping into the
extended arms of his God. Then again
the scenes in the life of the Saviour,in
close connection, pass before him. He
beholds the unwearied perseverance of
his Master, his wonderful long-suffering,
his patience with the ignorant, his assido-
ity in seeking out and saving “that
which was lost,” and his ready forgivenes
of every insult and injury offered %
Himself; and, under the influence of
such visions, the missionary learns “ what
manner of spirit” he naturally is of
His anger at the poor benighted ones
around him becomes transferred to him-
self, because he finds himself so unlike
his Master. Bitter and disappointed
feelings melt away, and a new benevo-
lence takes possession of his soul. He
is conquered by the example of Jesus.
He is led captive by the Spirit of his
Saviour.

Now it is, and not until now, that he
is truly fitted to labor for the perishing,
At first he may have been constrained
by his own natural feclings of pity; bat
now “the love of Christ constraineth”
him. How can he neglect those whom
Christ has loved so much ? How can he
become insensible to the situation ot
those for whom his own dear Elder
Brother has laid down his life? The
feeling of kinsmanship towards the  bar
barian and the Greek,” produced by the
love towards them of our own Redeem-
er, is infinitely stronger than can be
produced by any conception of the com
mon relations of humanity. We see in
what a wonderful sense ¢ charity is the
bond of perfectness;”— that love, and
love alone, can truly bind together the
hearts of men, and make them void of
offence towards God and each other. If
a man would learn to love men's bodies
and their temporal interests only, he
mbst associate with philanthropiste. It
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he wounld learn to love their souls in
addition, and if he would have a spirit
to toil unweariedly for their welfare, he
must associate with Jesus Christ.

LETTER FROM MR. TELFORD.
L 4

Mr. Telford speaks in his letter, written in
April, of the unusual oppressiveness of the
hot season; “ Foreigners feal it very much,
all are more or less prostrated;’ but gives a
more encouraging account of Mrs. Telford,
who * bears the trying season better than ever
before.” He also alludes to the insufficiency
of the mission appropriations, and of the ex-
Ppedients resorted to for carrying their opera-
tions forward. We arc “ endeavoring, as best
we can, to keep the assistants at work. A
small fund from last year’s bi-monthly collec-
tions has been appropriated to their support;
‘which, with the collections of the present year
and the contributions of the church members,
‘we hope will meet their monthly expenditures.
We toil on in hope of a brighter day, for you
and us.”

Tour to Chanburn—Chinese cultivators.

But I have taken up my pen to give
You a brief account of a mission tour to
Chanburn, the chiet town of a province
bordering on British Burmah.

We started on the 10th of December
last, and reached our destination on the
25th of the same month. The chief
towns, after leaving the mouth of the
Maklong river, are Rhajuburu and Pho-
taram ; both flourishing places, surround-
ed by a very delightful and fertile coun-

try. The former place is chiefly
inhabited by Siamese, the latter by
Chinese.

From Photoram to Chanburn, by far
the larger propertion of the people are
Chinese. Their chief occupation is rais-

hemp. While our boat-

the rapid current, A

young assistant, and myself
of our time in visiting from
along the banks of the
usually well received;
people seemed greatly at
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loss to divine our object in coming
among them. The first impression secm-
ed to be that we wanted money. When
we offered books to those who could
read, they usually replied that they had
no money; and they would sometimes
urge us to take tobacco in exchange.
Most of the people in the upper part of
our route had never seen a missionary
before, and were not a little surprised to
see us walk into their retired abodes,
and hear us address them in their own
language.

The Chinese cultivate the land even
on the branches of the river beyond
Chanburn. One of these branches we
followed through the extent of their set-
tlements; the other branch we were able
to ascend but a short distance for want
of time. In this remote region we often
found a few houses grouped togetherina
common enclosure as a protection against
wild beasts.

Karens in Siam.

At Chanburn we met a number of
Karens. From all the inquiries we could
make, we did not learn that any Siamese
Karens had embraced the gospel. One
man told us that, a few years since, a
Burman Karen dwelt among them a
short time and told them about the
foreigners’ religion, but none embraced
it, and he left them. On the other
hand, we learn that many of them
becoming Buddhists.

We found it difficult to obtain any
reliable information as to localities or
distance. It was evident the Siamese
would much rather not have us visit the
Karens at their homes. Our young as-
sistant could talk with some of them in
Siamese ; and both of us were anxious
to visit them in their native hills. Dr.
House, of the Presbyterian Mission, who
accompanied us in a separate boat, agreed
to go with the assistant and myself; but
we could not make the necessary ar-
rangements; nor could we obtain boat-
men acquainted with the river. We
reached home on the 2nd of Jamwary.



