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Every page was a gift of God’s praying,
believing people upon the mission-altar.
‘Who that believes in the efficacy of prayer
<can suppose that none of the seed just,.
sown can be quickened and bear fruit?
It is impossible that these pages should all
fail to elicit inquiry. Our concern is not
for what effect they may produce; that
is secure enough; but for an assurance
that such labors should be continued from
year to year, until the name of Jesus shall
be familiar to all as the Saviour of sin-
ners. ’

—_—
SIAM MISSION.
JOURNAL OF MR. TELFORD.

Itinerant Labors—The King’s Zeal for
Idolatry.

Bangkok, Nov. 16.— Left home at
seven, A. M., on a boat tour to the sugar
mills on the T achiu river; thence to the
Bangchang station, en route to Photeram,
a Chinese town on the Maklong river,
which we visited last year on our way to
Chamburee.

We reached the T’achiu about seven,
P. M,, by a canal which a few weeks later
in the season would have compelled us to
call in the aid of buffaloes to draw us over
the mud. Passing down the river a few
miles, we stopped for the night at the
mouth of the Pa Tam canal. This canal
has been opened by the present king, in
order to afford greater facilities for reach-
ing the Pa Tam pagoda, a sacred spot,
about a half day’s journey from the
river.

It is a remarkable fact that the present
king, who has so high a reputation abroad
for liberal views and freedom from the
gross superstitions of his people, should
excel his predecessors in zeal for build-
ing and repairing temples, and visiting
and reviving old shrines that had fallen
into decay, and might soon have been
forgotten, but for his royal patronage.

17.—Being told that a large number
of Chinamen were still at work complet-
ing the pagoda, we concluded to spend a
day in exploring it. We reached the pa-
goda about noon. Conversed with those
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who seemed to be willing to listen to us,
and gave a few books to those who could
read. We did not find more than forty
or fifty Chinamen on the route. The
pagoda is situated on a slight elevation,
and is distinguished for nothing but its
great size and height.

The king is adding greatly to its dimen-
sions by building over it a new pagoda,
with the present mass of brick for a cen-
tre. The wat and out-buildings connect-
ed with this temple were all in ruins, and
it must cost many thousand dollars to
complete the repairs. We found very
few people save those connected with the
temple and its repairs. A few devoted
Buddhists were there from a distance,
hoping to add to their store of merit. The
tradition is, that a son, by some mischance,
killed his father and mother, and this
temple was erected as a propitiatory offer-
ing for the murder of his father. Another,
but much smaller temple was pointed out,
as the one erected as an expiation for the
murder of his mother.

18.—Reached the river early this morn-
ing. During the day called at six sugar
mills. The men were usually very busy
in making preparations for the sugar sea-
son, which would commence in a few
weeks. We sought opportunities to talk
with as many as we could. Usually we
were tolerably well received; perhaps
about as well as a colporteur often is,
when he attempts to labor in a yard
where thirty or forty workmen are em-
ployed. Bat there is this striking differ-
ence, you are not likely to meet with
even onc whose eye moistens and whose
lip quivers as you tell him of a Saviour
who died for perishing sinners. Some
listen with interest, but there is much
trifling. Each mill forms a community of
its own, and has its marked characteristics,
At each mill we gave a few books to such
as would probably read them.

Consistent Conduect of a Convert.

20.— Called at the remaining sugar
mills, making twenty-three in all. At
one we were glad ¢ mest one X wox
church members, and two or Uires Woo
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had attended worship more or less in
Bangkok. The first man we met at the
landing, an entire stranger, when we told
him our business, said at once, “ Chek
Chong lives there,” pointing to the other
side of the yard. We were rejoiced at
this, for we regarded it as the best evi-
dence we could have that this young dis-
ciple did not hide his light under a bushel.
We learned also that his employer was well
pleased with him; and although he kept
the Sabbath, yct he lost fewer days than
the other workmen who had their heathen
holidays to observe.

The head man of oge mill sent for me.
Ifound he was anxious to get medicine
for the leprosy. I had no medicine for
him, but tried to direct him to the disease
of his soul, and the great Physician who
alone could heal him. But his thoughts
were all about his body ; as to the con-
dition of his soul he was quite indifferent.

The high price of sugar last season has
turned unusual attention to the manufac-
ture of it. e saw one stecam mill near-
ly ready for work, and we have since
learned that it is in successful opera-
tion.

Peguan Wat — Inquirer.

21.— Sabbath. Spent the day at a
Peguan wat. Gave a few Peguan books
to the priests, but they did not manitest
the usual interest shown in receiving books
in their own language.

22.— Started early, and reached the
canal leading to the Maklong river before
breakfast. At three, P. M., reached the
station. This whole region has been en-
tirely flooded with water, much to the in-
jury of the rice crop; but the water is
now rapidly subsiding. We crossed fields
and ditches through masses of floating
weeds and over muddy banks to the house
of an inquirer. YWe found him at his broth-
er’s house. He received us very kindly.
The family were called together, and
after a short season in conversation we
bowed together at the mercy-seat.

[Janvary,
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LETTER FROM MR, D——.
Encouraging Progress st P—.

P——, Oct. 20.— A letter from Mr.
C informs me that at C .
near V. , there are several persons
who read the Bible with interest, and that
some among them reject the errors of the
Romish church, and appear not far from
the kingdom of heaven. Mr. C
adds that his work is onc requiring pe~
tience, and that those whom he visits ad-
vance but slowly. Our meetings at P——
are still attended by a good number of
hearers.  Qur colporteur disposes of more
Bibles, Testaments and religious traets
than ever. Among the Catholics whom
we visit, many are seriously inquiring
with respect to the salvation of the soul.
Our meeting for public worship on the
Sabbath is closed by a most interesting
prayer meeting, which appears already
to be yielding fruits. We long for a re-
vival such as that which is now visiting
the United States. May God pour upon us
a blessing beyond the expectation of our
feeble faith.

LETTER FROM MR. B—.

Seven converts baptized — Opposer tamed.

1 hope God will make me the instru-
ment of good in my new field of labor. The
brethren welcomed me with joy. They
appear well disposed and ready to assist
me; and I must say to the praise of Mr.
F , who preceded me, that the
church has been well instructed, and
established on a good foundation.

The last Sabbath in September we had
a delightful day. Seven persons,— three
males and four females, — professed their
faith in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour.
The examination took place in the chapel
in the morning, and the church was fully
satisfied and mbst happy to receive these
new converts into its bosom., In order to
have water enough for the ordinance of
baptism, we were obliged to travel a
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o reason for looking back. It is accompanied by discouragements, annoyances,
perplexities ; but no more than attend every enterprise which imperfect men un-
dertake. It has before it a bright future. 'We look through the long perspec-
tive, and see the fulfilment of prophecy and promise. The Messiah ¢ shall not
fail nor be discouraged till He have set judgment in the earth.,” Why then should
we falter or be disheartened? What is his work is our work. Come what may,

we live for it, pray for it, labor for it, die for it.

¢ In spito of rock and tempest roar,
In spite of false lights on the shore,
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea'!—
Our hearts, our hopes are oll with thee;
Our hcarts, our hopos, our prayers, our tears, !
Our faith trinmphant o’er our fears,
Are all with thee—are all with thee.”

SIAM MISSION.

LETTER FROM XR. TELFORD.

fiamess Department—Annual Review—
Tract Distribution—Printing.

Religious services have been held on the
Sabbath during the year. Since the open-
ing of the new worship room (Aug. 29),
they have been as follows : preaching at
the néw room at nine, and at half past ten,
A. M., on the mission compound. Four
Sabbaths out of seven, a service is held at
Mr. Chandler’s at one, P.M. ; the remain-
ing three Sebbaths at the same hour at
the house of Mr. Smith.

Early in the year, an extensive tour for
tract distribution was made by Mr. Smith
slong the sea-coast. In this tour be vis-
ited Bang Hin, Bang Plasoi, Bang Siam,
and Petchaburi, preaching and distribu-
ting tracts as he had opportunity.

The demand for books is unabating. At
present there is great call for them after
Siamese service at the mew tract-room.
Mr. Smith still continues to converse and
give books to those who call upon, him.
Daily morning and evening worship is held
in Siamese.

The four gospels have been printed and
are in circulation ; and the Acts are in
press and will soon beout. Here we shall
be compelled to stop printing the Serip-
tares, until more funds are appropriated
for that purpoee.

Bohools.

Mrs. Smith has continued her school in
much the same manner and with much
the same prospects of success as during
the previous year. ler pupils have been
very regular, and have manifested consid-
erable interest in their studies. The Scrip-
tures are their prominent text book, and
they are required to attend Sabbath wor-
ship. On Saturday she mects her schol-
ars to counsel and pray with them. Mrs.
Smith has issued a little Siamese monthly,
for children, in which thcy scem much
intercsted. Both this and her school are
at private charges. !

Chinese Department—The late
Mrs, Ashmore.

The review of the past year in this de-
partment is sad and disheartening. The
year opened with two mission families and
four native assistants ; it closed with but
one mission family and one assistant ; and
he, the most inefficient of the four. Mr.
and Mrs. Ashmore left us on the 19th of
January for Hongkong, hoping that the
change might be beneficial to Mrs. Ash-
more's health ; but her grave is in the
ocean, where no monumental marble can
mark her resting place, or spcak her vir-
tues to the passing stranger. But she
needs no marble to perpetuate the memory
of her cxcellencies; they are written in
the hearts of all who knew her, and what
is far better, in the Lawmhe Wook of Uile.
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When she left us, we indulged a hope that
she might be spared to reach her friends,
and, having revived her wasted strength,
that she might return to the work she so
much loved ; but her Heavenly Father has
taken her to Himself, and we cannot doubt
that she is now enjoying the blissful pres-
ence of Jesus in a mansion that is never
invaded by sickness, sorrow or death. She
has ceased from her labors and her ¢¢ works
do follow her.”

Up to the time Mr. Ashmore left us, he
was fully occupied in preaching and in-
structing the assistants, for -which his
readiness in the language admirably fitted
him. This department will long feel the
need of his serviccs. The death of our
two most useful assistants and the aban-
donment of ‘the work by the Siamo-Chi-
nese (so favorably mentioned in our last
two reports,) make his absence doubly
felt. A wider door of usefulness appears
to be opening for him in China proper.
We bid him God speed, and crave God's
richest blessings upon his labors.

Mr. Telford reports but little progress
in the language. 1lis studies have been
much interrupted ; but this loss will be
compensated by the evident advantage of
having & commodious worship and tract
room on a thronged thoroughfare. Anoth-
er building of the same class is contem-
plated. When this is finished he hopes to
be able to superintend services alternate-
ly at cach house, and at the same time
pursue his studies to much better advan-
tage than at any previous time. One of
the buildings has been in use for the past
month, and thus far exceeds our most san-
guine expectations.

The attendance ranges from 88 to 180,
whereas, at our former place of worship
the attendance (since the road was turned
from it to suit the convenience of the Brit-
ish Consulate,) scldom reached thirty ;
indeed it was rare that a single stranger
was found in the audience. Preparations
for the other building have been commenc-
ed, and we hope to have it in use in a few
months. These buildings are designed
for wayside preaching and tract distribu-
tion. We hope by these means to get ac-
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cess to multitudes whom without them,
(especially in our crippled condition,) we
could never hope to reach.

Mrs. Telford's English class of Portu-
gueee girls was discontinued about seven
months since. The little Chinese class,
composed of the children of church mem-
bers, formerly under the care of Mrs.
Ashmore, also the Sabbath morning class,
Mrs. T. now takes charge of. Iler plan
with the Sabbath school class has been, to
have sclect portions of the Scriptures writ-
ten out, that the children may commit
them during the week, to be recited as
their Sabbath lesson. This is followed by
questions and instruction, that facts may
be fixed a.n(,l impressions deepened.

Native Assistants.

We have already referred to the death
of two of our assistants. Chek Suan
died at the Bangchang out-station early in
April, aged fifty-scven years. His disease
was of a character that prevented much
conversation ; but so far as we can learn,
he faithfully maintained his trust in Jesus
to the last. He wished his wife to return
to Bangkok and live with the missionaries,
that their children might be instructed in
the Christian religion, and expressed a
perticular desire that their oldest boy
might become an assistant.

Chek Suan had been in mission employ
about ten years. His knowledge of the
Scriptures was limited, but his zeal and
constancy went far to compensate this de-
ficiency. IHe was by far the most ener-
getic and faithful of our assistants. His
loss, therefore, is deeply felt.

Pe Mui, our most able assistant, died
August 6, nged sixty-one years. His dis-
case (of the lungs and throat,) was of
long standing ; but though very feeble be
preached with occasional interruptions ug
to the Sabbath prior to his death. His
last discourse was from Eph. ii§0. We
trust he is now enjoying the fellow-citizen-
ship of the saints of which the apostle there
speaks. As a counsellor and instructor
of the church, his services were of great
value. :

Pe Suoi is now our only assistant. He
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is sistyseven years old and in feeble
bealth ; consequently he can do but little
in going from house to housc. Under
mch circamstances we are thankful that
even his weakness can be turned to ac-
count; as he can get hearers at almost
any time by throwing open the doors of
the worship room that has recently been
completed. Here he can sit and instruct
those who may choose to enter and listen
to the words of life.

Shortly after Mr. Ashmore left us, A
Choi, the Siamo-Chinese (supported by
private funds,) who gave high promise of
usefulness to the church, abandoned labor-
ing for souls for the sake of worldly gain.
He has not cast away his profession, but
we tremble for him and mourn over him
s one who has blighted cherished hopes
of usefulness ; yet we do not despeir of
him.

Tnder a subsequent date Mr. Telford adds:—

Yesterday I was walking in my study
in sadness, that faithfulness required me
to make such a report respecting A Choi,
and that there was not another youth to
take his place and raise the fallen stand-
ard.  Just then heentered. A few words
told me that he wasill atease. Sincethe
Sabbath, he had been much troubled about
the course he bad taken. He felt that if
he should succeed in becoming rich, when
be should die, his condition might be like
that of the rich man, who lifted up his
eyes in hell, and saw the poor man Laza-
rus reclining in Abraham’s bosom. Ile
eemed to feel deeply that he had done
wrong in leaving the mimsion work for

money.

Be mid he wished to sell his rice-mill
ad quit the business ; and asked if God
would be pleased, or would permit him to
return to his former werk. If he could
not eell and lost everything, it was no mat-
tr. He seemed fully decided to give him-
wlf entirely to the work. Taking into
consideration that he gives up a promis-
ing busineas, and that he has had an offer
of ffisen dollars per month to enter into
the service of an American merchant,
when he knows he will get but three dol-
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lars sixty cents in our employ, it is thLe
best evidence we can have of his sincerity.
This, with his evidently tender feclings,
furnishes good evidence that the Holy Spir-
it is striving with him ; and we wait the
issue with prayerful anxiety. We pray
that God by his Holy Spirit may show
him his error, and yet make him an hum-
ble instrument for the conversion of many
souls.
Tour—8tate of the Church.

Mr. Ashmore made a tour of eleven
days to the sugar-mills on the Tachiu,
where multitudes of Chinese are employ-
ed. He continued the tour to the Maklong
river, and paseed ap about two days’ jour-
ney to Photaram, a large Chinese settle-
ment. Mr. Ashmore also visited Petch-
aburi. During the year, Mr. Telford
made a tour of thirteen days on the Ta-
chiu and the Maklong rivers, visiting the
most important points ; also a tour on the
Bangplakong, visiting the Chinese settle-
ments along its banks. A very profitable .
tour of cleven days was thus made. In
this way the chief points where Chinese
arc congregated have becn visited and
books distributed.

The statistics of the church are as fol-
lows: baptized, 2; applicants for bap-
tism, 2; died, 4. Present number, 35.

None have been excluded, but some of
the members have shown such a readiness
to abandon their faith, whenever the re-
quirements of the gospel run counter to
their will, or conflict with their inter-
ests, that we cannot restrain our fears that
they know not the love of Christ. Most
of the church seem to be in the sad state
of the Laodiceans, ¢¢ neither cold nor hot.”?
We nced a Pentecostal season to raire
their standard of picty, and to fill them
and us with holy zeal for Christ and the
advancement of his kingdom. For this
we pray. When will our eyes behold it?

There are multitudes here who doubt-
less have never heard of salvation through
Jesus Christ ; but were all converted that
have heard of the way of salvation, I doubt
not but we should have an ingathering as
great as has ever been in Burmah. We
want men to instruct, exhort, preach e
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pray ; but we need far more the all-power-
ful agency of the Holy Spirit, which alone
can melt these hard hearts to penitence,
and turn them from the worship of dumb
idols to worship the living God.

‘¢ Weare cast down, but not destroyed.”
We are weak, but God is our helper and
will raise us up. Our prayer is, ¢ Help

" us, O God of our salvation, for the glory
of thy name.”

—_——

RANGOON MISSION.
JOURNAL OF MR. STEVENS.

Tour to Shway Loung.

Rangoon, Nov. 30, 1858.—I have just
returned from an excursion of eleven days
to Shway Loung, a town of considerable
importance in the Bassein district, where
I had arranged to meet br. Douglass, to
unite with him in labors for the people of
that place and some others.

I left this by boat on the 17th inst.,
taking with me Ko Shway A, a trust-
worthy assistant, and touched at seven
different places on our way thither, at all
of which, excepting Pantanau, we preach-
ed for a longer or shorter time, varying
from one to three hours, and distributed
books.

At Wah-yong-gen, our first stopping
place, a few people gathered round us in
front of one house, and listened respect-
fully about two hours, and received a few
tracts ; but no one seemed specially inter-
ested. Not 80 at Singoo, our next stage,
where three young men seemed unusually
inclined to hear, expressed their approba-
tion of the doctrine, and solicited books
with & promise to read them carefully.

At Nyoung-zouk, also, where we stop-
ped on shore about two hours, several of
the older people seemed much interested,
said they had not heard before the doc-
trine of Christ, and commended it with
apparent sincerity. I gave them tracts,
which they promised to read attentively,
and left them, feeling that there was much
hope for them, and that it isa precious
privilege to be allowed to bear to the cap-
tives of Satan, the glad tidings of deliver-
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ance through our blessed Redeemer. At
Pah-lai, there was no apparent interest in
our message. At Nyoung-dong, on the
contrary, where the Panlang creek enters
the Irrawadi, our reception was more
gratifying. The furmer headman of the
place, a man of much influence, received
us with courtesy, took a tract and said
he would read it, and on my return would
frankly tell me what he thought of it.
‘We epent but an hour on shore, gaveaway
a few tracts on land, and others to some
of the numerous boatmen stopping near
us, and hastened on oar way, hoping to
spend & longer time there on our retarn.
Nyoung-dong is a large and populous
town, and with Huget-tong, on the oppo-
site bank, offers peculiar facilities for
evangelical effort. Very little labor has
a8 yet been bestowed upon them. Alas!
with so much to be done and so few la-
borers, how can the people be evangel-
ized ?
Beautiful Fruits-of Christianity.

Proceeding down the Irrawadi, we next
stopped for half an hour only, at Myin-
ka-doung, a Karen village, where I had
been requested to leave a letter. Here we
were refreshed by meeting with Christians.
We went to the house of a fine looking
man, whom I at once supposed to be the
preacher ; but when I was informed to
the contrary, I said he must be the dea-
con. His whole bearing was that of a
pillar, and his wife, with an overflowing
zeal, seemed a helper meet for him. His
house too, was altogether in keeping,
speaking of a generous heart, loving hos-
pitality, and for commodiofisness far sur-
passing every Burman house I had yet
seen in Pegu. Near by, too, was a spa-
cious zayat, with a home-made table fora
pulpit, where the people of the village
and the vicinity meet weekly to worship
Him who made the earth and the heavens,
to sing the praises of Christ the Redeem-
er, and learn the blessed gospel of salva-
tion. A modest young man was intro-
duced to me as the preacher, who during
the week labors with the rest, and on the

Sabbath, endeavors to edify his brethren.
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THE OPENING OF CHINA.

BY REV. XN. J. KKOWLTON, NINGPO.

.41t is & great step toward the Christianizing of our planet, if Christianity gain
entrance into China.”” Thus spake Neander, in a speech at Berlin on the Chinese
Mission, July 6, 1850, but two days before his last sickness, and cight days before his
death. This speech® formed a fitting close to the great historian’s labors. It was
but natural that he who had o indefatigably and minutely traced the progress of the
‘dwarch in ages past, should have his attention earncstly directed to her course in the
futore. Nor is it strange that his attention should have been especially drawn to the
progress of Christianity in China.
The reasons for the deep ¢ interest’ which he felt ¢ in the mission to this vast
wmpire” were, to use his own words, these :—¢¢ In the first place, there is that vast-
' Mem; since thereby Christianity may have access to a third part of the earth’s popu-
Jation.  And further, there is also the peculiar interest which the quality of the
mtion affords. We find here a natiqn in which, for centuries, there has been a large
Smount of civilization and cultare ; where many arts and handicrafts flourished a long
time before they were thought of in the European nations.”’
Tt « great step toward the Christianizing of our planet,” is now being taken.
The treaties agreed upon in June, 1858, at Tien-Tsien, by the High Commissioners
- England, France, the United States and Russia, and those of the emperor of China,
will enable ¢¢ Christianity to gain entrance into China.”
Thems treaties are to go into effect in June of the present year, and I cannot rest
" Wtisfied {0 let these important transactions pass with a mere incidental notice. The
pming of China is undoubtedly one of the greatest among the great events of the
Prewntage. It is an event in which the hand of God is clearly manifest, preparing
‘;h way, and leading forward the grand, yet gradually, progressive movement of his
toward the period when ¢ the heathen shall be given to the Son for his
, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession;’” when ¢ the
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ,
ad By ghall reign for ever and ever.”” The removing of the bars, and throwing opem
#€the doors o admit the gospel to a third of the human race, surely is an event of no
* 8 Watehman and Reflector for Feb. 20, 1851.
1
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emall significance, and one that should awaken no ordinary degree of interest through-
out the Christian world.

Coincidence of Three Great Events.

This event is invested with additional interest,and the hand of God in it is rendered
still more manifest, a8 viewed in connection with great coincident events. I refer
especially to the opening of Japan by treaty ; the revolution in India ; and the *“grest
revival in America.” The coincidence and importante of these events impart to them
a peculiar significance. At the very time when the Commissioners of the four grest
western powers were approaching the shores of China to demand her opening to com-
merce and Christianity, the United States Consul-general of Japan was in Jeddo, the
forbidden city, securing at the hands of the hitherto most exclusive and intolerant
government on earth, the opening of the country not only to commerce, but also o
the gospel,—the name of whose Author had for three hundred years been the object
of its most bitter execration, and his followers put to death. At this same time, the
revolution in India was preparing the way to the throwing off of the shackles with
which the East India Company, caste and Mohammedanism would fetter the progres
of Christianity in that great and populous country. At this very time, too, when the
barriers to the free access of the gospel were thus about to be removed from one-half
of the earth’s population, God interposed for the special preparation of his people for
the work to which they were soon to be called, by an outpouring of his Spirit far
more extensive and wonderful than that on the day of Pentecost, when the church at
Jerusalem was being prepared to carry the gospel throughout the then known world.
There scems to be a striking analogy between the two events ; and the design manifest
in one may clearly be inferred in the other. The disciples having received the cum-
mission “ to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature,” wee
required to tarry in Jerusalem until they are ¢t endued with power from on high.”
That power they received when the Holy Ghost came upon them at-Pentecost, ad
they were thus fitted to preach the gospel to the surrounding nations. Can there be
a doubt that this remarkable work of grace in America, by which the original men-
bers of the churches, with multitudes of recent converts, have been endued withs
spiritual power, was designed to fit them for the work of giving the gospel to the vast
new fields just opening ?

By the stipulations of the late treaties, the Chinese empire is open, with ceriain

" regulations, throughout its length and breadth, to the heralds of the cross. The
United States treaty has this article, as tranelated from the Chinese copy. *The
Christian religion is virtuous in its tendency, teaching to do unto others as we would
have them do to us. Hence to preach or profess it shall not be held as an offence i
but both those who preach and profess it, shall enjoy complete toleration and prote®
tion. Nor shall either officers or people in any way hinder or molest them.” Esoh
of the other treatics has in substance the same article. Protestants and Catholics 8™
placed on precisely the same footing. As the latter, even under the old treaty, wer
allowed to reside in all parts of the country, and prosecute their labors in & quiet
way, with much more freedom and boldness may they, and Protestants also, 00%
propagate the faith wherever they please. .

The Treaty Stipulations.

The following extracts are taken from the English treaty, which, as whatever pfi"i’
lege is enjoyed by one nation is to be granted to all, are equally applicable to the
subjects of the United States.

ArricLe IX.—British subjects are allowed to procced to every place in the inte:

rior with Cg:wsporte, cither for amusement or to trade. The passport will be i
"by their Consuls and stamped by tae local authorities. Persons going out on éxcur






%0.] Report on the Siam and China Missions. 199

8. That a large measure of confidence be reposed in our agents; that their success
ould not always be estimated by the exact amount of dollars and cents which pass
rough their hands, but rather by the manner in which they cultivate their respec-
e fields, taken in its most comprehensive view.

4. That agents be instructed to encourage the churches to perform their ownagency
wk 80 far a8 may be practicable.

The Committee close their report by the remark that they cherish a feeling of pro-
ind respect for their brethren who have purchased to themselves a good degree in

) agency service.

Rev. Dr. Malcom, chairman of the Committee on the Siam and China
issions reported. The repert was adopted and referred to the Union for
eir approval.

REPORT.

Your Committee on the Siam and China Missions, regard with encouragement the
# that these two missions, like twin-sisters, were born in the city of Bangkok, and
ve there grown up together, amid a population of half a million, under the shadow
the king's palace and the toleration of a pagan monarch, till they have given the
dge of efficiency and the promise of great usefulness. We are honored by their
stionship, and owe them our continued sympathiesand support. We would recom-
nd that the station at Bangkok be re-inforced by two additional missionaries,—one
the Siamese and one for the Chinese department.

In relation to the China Mission, the report of the Executive Committec points to
1significant fact, that it was given to the Baptists to lead the way in planting
ristianity in India, in giving the gospel to Burmah, and in forming the first Chris-
1 church of converted pagans in China. Is it a fact, that a Baptist was the first
sestant who attempted a translation of the Bible into Chinese—and is it a fact
t the agents of this Society gathered the first Christian church of native disciples
Chinese soil—and is there no significancy in these marked and merciful develop-
ats of divine Providence? We notice them, not for self-gratulation, but to learn
lesson which the God of providence is thereby teaching us.

Ve believe that our beloved and honored brethren, the Moravians, erred in expend-
their devoted zeal in the establishment of missions among the most degraded races
nen. All souls are equally precious. The same efforts, made in hehalf of nations
sessing commerce, wealth, power, civilization and literature, would have resulted
ie establishment; of churches which ere this would have spread the blessed truths
alvation to all their border tribes. On this ground we view with peculiar interest
efforts to bring the Chinese to the knowledge of the Lord.

{our Committee would urge immediate attention to the claims of the millions of
ina, which God has so wonderfully rendered accessible to Christian effort, and with
re than & human voice has spoken to us to give to them the bread of life.

Ne would recommend that the Executive Committee, with the least possible delay,
d two men to labor at Hongkong and & new station in the Tiechiu district, and
»more to strengthen the mission at Ningpo and Chusan.

n this connection we submit, whether it may not be the province of the Executive
mmittee to signify their wants to men in the pastorate, who may serve the Master
leaving their churches for a work in China. The Chinese,above any other people,
ierate age and experience ; and an infusion of such men among our representatives
ong them is every way desirable.

the Committee, in desiring this re-inforcement to these missions, have not forgotten
¥ wo have an empty ireasury, and that other missions demand sdditionsl Whwtere.

[ 1
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But we have had regard to the present openings for usefulness among the Chinese and
the real ability of our churchee.

N. Bishop, Esq., chairman of the Committee on Indian Missions, re-
ported. The report was adopted and referred to the Union.
REPORT.

The Committee on the Indian Missions have considered the different branches of
these missions in the light of the most reliable information which they have been able
to obtain from the best sources here, and also from persons engaged in missionary
labors among the Indians ; and report unanimously that in their opinion any change
in the relations of these missionary stations to the Union would be unwise at present;
and that the missionaries in these fields of labor deserve all the encouragement and
assistance which the Union can consistently give them. :

Rev. Dr. Hague, chairman of the Committee on the French Mission,
presented a report which was adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee on the Mission to France present the following report :

Although, in the prosecution of its work during the past quaxter of a century,
great difficultics have been encountered by this Mission, a review of its history shows
that every department of it has always exhibited signs of & healthy vitality, and, for
the most part, signs of effective progress. Considering the storms of persecution that
have beaten upon it, and the terrible array of ¢¢ principalities and powers and spirit-
ual wickedness in high places’’ that has been set against it, there is reason for encour-
agement in being able to say that this Mission has not lost ground. It is true that
the churches have been diminished by emigration as well as by death; but it is also
true that the newly baptized have been sufficient to fill every chasm in the ranksof
this devoted band. Their number is now less than three hundred; but theyare
¢t good and true,’’ like the little army of Leonidas, that stood firm against the inva-
sion of imperial hosts, and left to all ages the legacy of a great and soul-inspiring
example. .

_ No one of us who is acquainted with the history of our Mission in France, can fail
to recognize the hand of God in the circumstances of its origin. Its founder, #ho
was distinguished among his countrymen for his talents and learning, was mades
Baptist simply by the study of the Greek Testament, and avowed his convictions be-
fore he was fully aware of the existenee of a Baptist church upon the face of the
earth. We did not seek Aim and urge the work upon his attention; but he sought
us, as o man whom God had sent, and begged us to help him fulfil the commission
that he had received as an evangelist to his own countrymen. The same Divine Spirit
that bade Judson to go and minister the gospel to Burmah, called forth Rostan to g0
and preach the gospel to France.

So auspicious & commencement on his part naturally awakened hopes of a long and
brilliant career. But he was smitten suddenly by the hand of death. A few hours
after he had left his lecture-room in Paris, where he had addressed a large audience
on the subject of New-Testament Christianity, he fell, the victim of cholera. Yet his
work abides. The Mission still lives. God has not forsaken it, though, to some, He
may have seemed to do so; just as He seemed to have forsaken Isracl, when, after
having led the redeemed host through the channel of the sea on dry ground, He per
mitted them to pine with hunger and thirst in the wilderness. At that time, it#
said, the chosen people ¢ were much discouraged because of the way ;'’ but the Bep
tist churches of France are full of life, hope and joy, fully assured that it ot
“ Father’s good pleasure to give them the kingdom.” They believe that be



258 FortyAfth Annual Report. L9y,

SIAM MISSION.

BANGKOK.—( Siamese Department.)—Rev. 8. J. and Mrs. Burra.
(Chinese Department.)—Rev. R. and Mrs. TELYoRD.

Une native assistant.

Ovrsrarions.— Lengkiacku, Bangchang, Bangplasoi and Petchaburi.

During tho{mtbenumberofhbomsinthismm' jon has been reduced
by the removal of Mr. Ashmore to the Hongkong Mission, and by.th
death of two of the most active and useful native assistants. The
og the press have been resumed, and prosecuted with a wmmn(h:ﬁ degree
of vigor.

SIAMESE DEPARTMENT.

Religious services.—Religious services have been held on the Babbath
during the year. Since the opening of the new worship room, Aug. 29,
they have been as follows: preaching at the new room at nine, and at
past ten, A. M., on the mission compound. Four Ssbbaths out of seven
a service is held at Mr. Chandler’s at one, P. M.; the remaining three
Sabbaths, at the same hour at the house of Mr. Smith.

Tract distribution.—Early in the year an extensive tour for tract dis-
tribution was made by Mr. Smith along the sea-coast. In this tour he
visited Bang His, Bang Plasoi, Bang Siam, and Petchaburi, preaching
and distributing tracts as he had opportunity. The demand for books is
unabating. At present there is great call for them after Siamese servive
at the new tract room. Mr. Smith still continues to converse and give
books to those who call upon him. Daily morning and evening service is
held in Siamese. :

Printing operations.—The four gospels have been printed and are in
circulation, and the Acts are in rress and will soon be out. Here further
operations must be suspended till more funds are appropriated for that

PurSp:I::oIs.—Mrs. Smith has continued her school in much the same man-
ner and with much the same prospects of success as during the previous

ear. Her pupils have been very regular, and have manifested considers-

lo interest in their studies. The Scriptures are their prominent text
book, and they are required to attend Sabbath worship. On Saturday she
meets her scholars to counsel and pray with them. Mrs. Smith has issued
a little Siamese monthly, for children, in which they seem much interested.
Both this and her school are at private charges.

CHINESE DEPARTMENT.

The late Mrs. Ashmore.—*‘ The review of the past year in this depart-
ment is sad and disheartening. The year opened with two mission families
and four native assistants; it closed with but one mission family and cne
asgistant ; and he, the most inefficient of the four. Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore
left us on the 19th of January for Hongkong, hoping that the chm
might be beneficial to Mra. Ashmore’s health; but iecr ve is in
ocean, where no monumental marble can mark her resting or speak
her virtues to the passing stranger. But she needs no marble to
uate the memory of her excellencies; they are written in the hearts of all
who knew her, and what is far better, in ie Lamb’s Book of Life. When
she left us, we indulged a hope that she might be spared to reach her
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ends, and, having revived her wasted strength, that she might return to
» work she s0o much loved; but her heavenly Father has taken her to
imself, and we cannot doubt that she is now enjoying the blisefal pres-
ce of Jesus in a mansion that is never invsd] by sickness, sorrow or
ath. She has ceased from her labors and her ‘worls do follow her.’
Preaching.—Up to the time Mr. Ashmore left Bangkok, he was fully
supied in preaching and instructing the assistants, for which his readiness
the language admirably fitted him. This department will long feel the
ed of his services. The death of our two most useful assistants makes
1 absence doubly felt. A wider door of usefulness appears to be opening
* him in China proa: We bid him God speed, and crave God’s richest-
msings upon his labors.
Mr. Telford reports but little in the language. His studies
ve been much interrupted; but this loss will be compensated by the evi-
nt advantage of having a commodious worship and tract room on a
ronged thoroughfare. Another building of the same class is contem-
- When this is finished he hopes to be able to superintend services
ernately at each house, and at the same time pursue his studies to much
ter advantage than at any previous time. One of the buildings has
mn in use for the past month, and thus far exceeds our most sanguine
»ectations.
The attendance ranges from 88 to 180, whereas, at the former place of
rship the attendance (since the road was turned from it to suit the con-
rience of the British Consulate,) seldom reached thirty; indeed it was
o that a single stranger was found in the audience. Preparations for
1 other building have been commenced, and we hope to have it in use in
sw months. These buildings are designed for wayside preaching and
ot distribution. We hope by these means to get accese to multitudes
om without them, (especially in our crippled condition,) we could
rer hope to reach.
Schools.—Mrs. Telford’s English class of Portuguese girls was discon~
aed about seven months since. The little Chinese class, composed of
children of church members, formerly under the care of Mrs, Ashmore,
> the Sabbath morning class, Mrs. T. now takes charge of. Her plan
h the Sabbath school clase has been, to have select portions of the Scrip-
es written out, that the children may commit them during the week, to
recited as their Sabbath lesson. This is followed by questions and in-
action, that facts may be fixed and impressions deepened. :
Native assistants.—We have already referred to the death of two of
assistants.  Pe Suoi is now the only assistant. Ho is sixty-seven years
and in feeble health; consequently he can do but little in going from
we to house. Under such circumstances we are thankful that even his
ikness can be turned to account; as he can get hearers at almost any
e by throwingtﬁ:n the doors of the worship room that has recently
B leted. re he oan sit and instruct those who may choose to
or and listen to the words of life.
Yate of the church.—The statistios of the church are as follows: bap-
d, 2; spplicants for baptism, 2; died, 4. Present number, 85.
Nooe have been excluded, but some of the members have shown such a
diness to abandon their faith, whenever the requirements of the gospel
| counter to their will, or conflict with their interests, that we canmat
train our fears that they know not the love of Christ. Mot of e
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church seem to be in the sad state of the Laodiceans, ¢ neither cold nor
hot” We need a Pentecostal season to raise their standard of piety, snd
to fill them and us with holy seal for Christ and the advancement of his
kingdom. For this we pray. When will our eyes behold it?
here are multitudes here who doubtless have never heard of salvation
throngh Jesus Christ; but were all converted that have heard of the way
of salvation, I doubt not but we should have an ingathering as great s
has ever been in:iinﬁ.h. vg: walllat men rf:(i inatmet,ofoxtlllnort, roac and
; but we n more the all-powerful agenc oly Spirit,
gvrl:x%h alone can melt these hard heam to penitenoey, and tarn thyan from
the worship of dumb idols to worship the living God.
‘We are cast down, but not destroyed.’ o are weak, but God is our
helper and will raise us up. Our prayer is, ¢ Help us, O God of our ml-
vation, for the glory of thy name.’

HONGKONG MISSION,

Hoxaxona.—Rev. J. W. Jomxsox and Rev. WiLLIAM AsENORE.
Native assistants, ——
OTTSTATIONS. - TUng-chin, Chek-chu, Tukis-wan, Chiem-ta-chiv.

The departure of Mr. Ashmore and family from Bangkok has been no-
ticed in the account of the Siam Mission. His removal to Hongkong
(Jan,, 1858,? was ﬁerompted by the hope that a change of climate might
prove favorable to the precarious health of Mrs. Ashmore ; also with a view
of relieving Mr. Johnson, who, since the return of Dr. Dean to this coun-
try in 1858, had been the sole occupant of the station at Hongkong, and
had for some time felt the need of a temporary suspension of labor. The
effect of the change on Mrs. Ashmore’s health proved injurious rather thea
beneficial, and the physicians predicted the worst results from her remain-
ing long at that locality. Accordingly it was arranged that she, with her
two children, should at the earliest moment set out for the United States
in company with Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. They sailed from H‘:&,hmg
about the middle of March, and, two months later, a8 already s sho
found a watery grave off the Cape of Good Hope.

Thus left alone, Mr. Ashmore ersnod the appropriate work of a mis-
sionary in such a manmer as the disturbed state of the country and the in-
tense agitation of the public mind, occasioned by the war, would allow.
No detailed account of labors, or of the state of the church, has come to
hand, owing, probably, to the failure of some letters to reach us.

After the conclusion of treaties of amity and commerce between the
empoeror of China and the Western Powers, the purport of which is famil-
jar to the Board, Mr. Ashmore, in pursuance of a plan previously arranged
between himself and Mr. Johnson, proceeded to Swatow, Double Island
and other localities inhabited by the Tie-chiu people, with the view of fixing
on the most eligible site for a mission station. The results of his obserm-
tions and inquiries have been fully communicated to the Executive Com-
mittee, and will be t;lt“agmt value in the future operations of the miasion.
The opening thus made is important beyond computation, and ought st
once to be entered by the missionaries of the Union.
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THE OPENING OF CHINA.
BY REV. M. J. KNOWLTOXN, NINGPO.
[ Continued from paye 168.]
, History of Efforts for the Evangelization of China.

What has been done toward Christianizing China? In ahswering this question.
before narrating what Proteatant missions have accomplished, Nestorian and Papal
missions in this empire require a brief notice.

Nestorian Missions in China,

There is abundant proof that Nestorian missionaries were laboring to diffuse Chrie-
tianity in China, as early, at least, as the beginning of the sixth century. There are
wvarious traditions respecting these labors ; but the most full and authentic account of
them is contained in an inscription upon a marble tablet, erected A. D. 781. This
tablet was discovered by Catholic mirsionaries in 1625, in Singan, the capital of the
Shensi province. A translation of this inscription, which was written in the Chinese
and Syrisc languages, made by Dr. Bridgman, may be found in Williams’ Middle
Kingdom, vol. 2, p. 201. According to this record it appears that the highest pros-
perity of Nestorian Christinnity in China occurred during the cighth century. It
enjoyed the particular favor and patronage of the emperor. The Scriptures were in
the library of the palace. By order of the emperor, a church waa built at the capital,
and there were appointed to it twenty-one pricsts. Some men occupying high official
stations were its firm adherents and zealous éupportera. Churches and priests were
mumerous throughout the empire. Between the years 636 and 781—the period em-
braced in the record—seventy Nestorian missionaries, whose names have been pre-
served, labored in the cinpire, among whom Olopun, the earliest of the number, was
especially distinguished. (Enc. of Missions, p. 262.)

Notwithstanding the great prosperity of the missions, a sad reverse was at length ex-
perienced. In the year 845, an edict of the emperor, Wu-tsung, commanded the priests
who belonged to the sect that came from Ta Tsin (Judea,) amounting to no less than
three thousand persons, to retire to private life. (Mid. King., vol. 2, p. 297.) From
this time, these missions seem to have declined. In the eleventh eentury,hwweser.
they received & new impulse in the north, by the conversion of & Moga\ prince ,caled .
after his baptism, Presbyter, or Prester John, whose sabiecta, t the momver ot R -

19
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000, became nominal Christians. Marco Polo, who visited China about the middle
of the thirteenth century, often speaks of meeting with Nestorian Christians in Tar-
tary and in China. With the expuleion of the Mongols from China in 1369, the
Nestorian missions seem to have ccased their operations. Controversies with Romish
priosts aided to undermine their churches; and the victorious arms of Mohammedan
princes, in the beginning of the fifteenth century, put a still farther period to them.
But the chief cause of their decline and ruin was their want of the life and power of
Christianity. Having but the mere form, it was an easy matter, when missionaries
from the mother-church were no longer sent, for the native converts, under the pres-
sure of persecution and idolatrous influences, gradually to fall away, and for the
churches to become extinct. As present, it is not known that & single Nestorian
church, or priest, or book, or any vestige of this nominally Christian body, except
the tablets referred to, is to be found in the gmpire, though explorations in the west-
ern and northern parts of the country may discover each and all of these.

Roman Catholic Missions in China.

Roman Catholic missions in China were commenced near the close of tho thirteenth
century, and have been prosecuted with great zeal and considerable saccesa. Their
first missionary was John de Monte Corvino, who labored chiefly among the Mongel
Tartars, who then ruled the empire. He translated the New Testament and Psalms
into that language. Clement V. appointed him arch-bishop in 1307, with seven s
sistant bishops. He died in 1330. He was succeeded in 1636, by Nicholas de Bren-
tia, with twenty-six assistant missionaries. From the rising of the Ming dynasty, in
1368, and the coneequent expulsion of the Mongols, for more than two hundred years
Catholic missions were in a very low state. They were revived by Matteo Ricci, who
first established himself at Canton in 1581, and after laboring, with his associates, in
various parts of the empire, he was admitted into Pcking in 1601. Ricei, by presents
and by his pleasing manners and great acquirements in learning, became a great fa-
vorite at the court. The emperor allowed him and his companions to hire houses in
the capital, and appointed him a stipend. He was very active and laborious, as were
also his fellow laborers throughout the empire. They had published, by the year
1636, three hundred and forty treatises, both religious and scientific.

While Ricci was thus in favor, other missionaries hastened to the field; converts
were rapidly multiplied, among whom were some of wealth and learning, and possess-
ing influence and high official rank. Ricci died in 1610, at the advanced age of
eighty years.

Though the cause was thus popular and flourishing, it had numerous powerful e
cret encmies, who only waited an opportunity to crush it. These succceded, in 1617
in obtaining from the emperor an edict ordering the missionaries to leave the country.
The decree was but little heeded by the intrepid propagators of the faith, though per
sccution raged against them. At the end of four years, a native convert of high
standing and great influence procured the reversal of the edict of expulsion, and
thereby caused the persecution to cease. )

In 1628 a German Jesuit by the name of Schaal, by his great learning sccured il
perial favor. He was appointed by the emperor to reform the calendar, and after
wards was made president of the Astronomical Board, and invested with the insignis
and emoluments of a grandee of the first class. Through his influence at court the
missionaries throughout the empire enjoyed high favor, and their cause again grestly
prospercd. Dominicans, Franciscans and Jesuits, from Italy, France and Spaih
flocked to the land. Rich and noble supporters, and zealous native catechists wer
numerous, and converts, especially in the north, were rapidly multiplied. One lady
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{ rank and wealth, a native of Shanghai, called after her baptism Candida, is said
» have buailt thirty-nine churches in the different provinces ; printed one hundred and
hirty Christian works for the instruction of the heathen; established foundling hos-
itals for infants, and sent forth blind persons to gain their living by relating the
arious events of Scripture history. Her father was equally devoted, and was the
werson above referred to, who procured the reversal of the edict of expulsion.

But at length reverses came, caused chiefly by dissensions among the missionaries
hemselves. An early and long-continued subject of difficulty was the worship of
sncestors,—some being in favor of allowing ancestral worship among the converts,
wnd others strenuously opposing. Another cause of strife was a difference of opinion
respecting the proper Chinese term for God. The disputes upon these subjects called
forth three conflicting decrees from as many different popes ; also a reply to a petition
of the Jesuits and a decree from the emperor. The case stood as follows: decree of
[nnocent X., in 1645, condemning ancestral worship as idolatrous and sinful ; decree
of Alexander VII., 1656, approving such worship as being but & mere civil institu-
tion; decree of Clement XI., in 1704, condemning ancestral worship; decree of the
emperor Kanghi, in 1706, that he would countenance those missionaries who allowed
wncestral worship, but persccute those who followed the opposite practice. The final
lecision arrived at respecting the term for God, was to use Tien Chu, i. e., Lord of
‘eaven; and respecting ancestral worship, it was generally agreed not to allow it,
hough to the present day there is not entire unanimity in practice. These disputes
od decrees counter to the authority of the emperor, awakened the jealousy of the
Overnment, and aroused a spirit of bitter opposition and persecution.

At the death of the emperor Shanchi, in 1661, the administration fell into the

ands of four regents who were opposed to Christianity, and in 1665 Schaal, though
ecupying the honorable position of tutor to Kanghi, the heir to the throne, was per-
souted and degraded. Many priests were sent out of the country, and some were
oprisoned. Kanghi, on taking the reins of government in 1671, soon ascertaining -
e superior astronomical knowledge of Verbiest, a priest, appointed him astronomer
t the place of Schaal, who had died. He also showed the missionaries favor through-
¢ the empire, on account of their learning, and allowed them to return to their
elds, but forbade his subjects to embrace Christianity. Though there was more or
®8 of persecution during Kanghi’s long reign, still on the whole it was favorable to
' propagation of the faith, which was urged forward quietly, yet with great assi-
Rity, especially in the latter part of it. It was at this period that the Romish mis-
Ons attained their greatest prosperity, though it would have no doubt been far
reater but for their dissensions.
After the death of Kanghi, in 1723, the deep hostility of the government burst
wth. The new emperor, Yungching, soon promulgated an order in which every
Tort to propagate the Catholic faith was strictly prohibited. The missionaries were
ot allowed to remain in the country ; thus more than 300,000 converts, it is said,
ere left without teachers. Their churches were destroyed or appropriated to other
%e8. From this severe blow, the missions have never recovered. It has been followed
P almost.to the present time by repeated persecutions, and every effort has at times
een made to rid the country of all foreign priests. But with a zcal worthy of pure
hristianity, they have labored on in the midst of hardship and persecutions, and
3eir toils have been crowned with success, especially during the present century. In
820, the number of converts was reported to be 215,000 ; in 1839, 303,000 ; in 1846,
00,000. Their increase since 1846 mnst have been considerable. The whole number
£ priests who have heen sent into the country, probably exceeds a thousand. Many
isters of charity have also been sent, whose employment consists in nursing infants
2 foundling hospitals, teaching schools, dispensing medicine, and vigiting, the §idk.
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The indomitable perseverance and zeal with which Romish missions in Chins have
boen prosecuted, are worthy of all praise, and should provoke the earnest emulstion
of all Protestants. The intense interest in this field which has been manifested for
centuries by the Propaganda, shows in how important a light it has been regarded by
that Arguseyed body. Is it not high time that the adherents of pure Christisnity
were also awa.ke to its importance?

Protestant Missions in China.

Protestant missions to China were commenced in 1807. As a detailed account of
each missionary, his station, time of arrival, &c., would present much sameness and
be very tedious, the following tables are given, presenting a bird’s-eye view of them.
They are arranged from a ¢¢ List of Protestant missionaries to the Chinese,”” published
about the close of 1858, by Rev. Dr. Bridgman, of Shanghai.

Date of Arrival.

Toravrs.

Batavia.

l Rhio.
l Borneo.

1807
1813
18117
1818
1820
1821
1822
1824
1826
1827
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1836
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1848
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
18556
1856
1857
1858

— —
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Totavs, 51 years. 314317 10 9 21 24 12 26 47 13

The above table, it will be scen, shows the number of missionaries who entered the
field each year that any were sent ; the places at which they were first stationed ; the
whole number sent to each station ; and the total number sent to the whole field down
o the close of 1858.
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Fhe following table contains a list of the societies engaged in the field ; the date of
ir entering it; the station and society with which each missionary was last con-
sted ; the whole number sent by each society to each station ; and the number con-
sted with each now remaining in the field. T
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Of the whole .number, 213, who have entered the field, 69 have retired ; 39 have
« in connection with their respective missions ; 23 are abeent on account of health,
for other causes, and one is laboring among the Chinese in California ; 81 remain
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at their posts. Of the number retired, 5 are still in China, employed either in some
official station, or in teaching. Of the whole number, 154 are or have been married,
and of these, 19 have been once or twice re-married. There are 28 physiciana, of whom
11 have also been clergymen.

The total period of labor of the 39 who have died in the work, is 211 year,an
average of six and one-fifth years to ench. Three met with a violent death ; four were
loet by the wreck of the veseels in which they were travelling.

The total period of labor of the 69 who have retired is 378 years, or an average of
five and a half years. '

The first missionary who entered the field was the Rev. Robert Morrison. Hisgreat
work was the preparation of a Chinese dictionary, and the translation of the Scrip-
tures; being aided in the latter work by the Rev. William Milne, who joined him
in 1813. . .

As China at this time was shut against foreigners, except a few who were permitted
to reside at Canton for the purpose of trade, missionary operations were commenced
and prosecuted for a time among the islands and countries adjacent, where large
numbers of Chinese emigrants had settled. At these border stations much preaching
was performed, great numbers of books were printed and circulated, many children
were gathered into schools, and several were converted. But the work wasa not pros-
ecuted for a sufficient length of time to bring much fruit to perfection. On the open-
ing of China in 1844, all thesc stations, except that at Bangkok, were abandoned, and
the missionaries transferred to the newly opened ports.

At the five ports then opened, viz., Canton, Amoy, Fuhchaun, Ningpo and Shang-
hai, also at Hongkong, which was ceded to the English, the missionary work has been
prosecuted vigorously, though, if the number of conversions be the standard of judg-
ing, the success has not been very marked.

The labor performed has been chiefly preparatory.

One item in this preparatory labor has been the learning of the language and the
preparation of helps to its more easy acquisition by succeeding laborers. The local
dialects have been mastered by most who have resided in the field any length of time,
80 a8 to preach intelligently and fluently, and some even with eloquence and power.
In the written language also, some have made great proficiency. Of helps to an ac-
quisition of the language which have been prepared, are several vocabularies and dic-
tionaries; several grammars; phrase-hooks and chrestomathies of the different dis-
Jects ; and elementary books and tracts in some of the local dialects, written, in some
instances, according to a system of newly invented phonetic characters, in other cases,
according to a system of Roman orthography, and adapted to aid the beginner very
much in acquiring a correct pronunciation, and the immediate use of the dialect
where he is located. ‘

These last mentioned hooks have another important use. As the orthography is
simple and easy of acquisition, and the language used is that of common life, natives
who know nothing of the Chinese classical language may, in a few months, be able
to read, and peruse for themselves Christian books and the Scriptures prepared in
that form.

Another preparatory labor has heen the preparation of works exhibiting the moral
and religious systems, the tastes, habits and customs, the moral condition, &e., of the
country. This has been accomplished by means of the translation of Chinese books
into English, the publication of periodicals filled with information upon the above
subjects, and the writing of books on China. -

The establishment of hospitals and dispensaries at the various ports has served, no
doubt, to exert a conciliatory influence upon the minds of the natives, convincing

2
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them of the benevolent intentions of the missionaries, and thus gradually preparing
the way for the reception of the truth.

. The preparation of various scientific works in Chinese has probably exerted a similar
influence, serving to remove prejudice, and to produce greater respect for foreigners

. Chinese Versions of the Scriptures.

The translation of the Holy Scriptures has been a subject of earnest consideration
among the various missionary bodies from the first, and the labor bestowed upon it
has constituted a proparatory work of the first importance. Several complete versions
have been made. That by Dr. Marshman, of the Serampore Baptist Mission, was
commenced in 1806, and completed in 1822. That by Dr. Morrison, of the London
Missionary Society, was commenced in 1810, and completed in 1823. That by Dr.
Gutzlaff, of the Netherlands Missionary Society, was the next version issued, though
the precise date of its completion I am unable to state. That by Dr. Medhurst, of
the London Missionary Society, was commenced in 1847 and completed in 1853.
Another version is now being brought out by Dr. Bridgman, of the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The New Testament is completed, and the
0ld Testament considerably advanced. The Rev. J. Goddard, of the American Bap-
list Missionary Union, completed the translation of the New Testament, and com-
menced that of the Old Testament, when his labors were arrested by death. These
various versions of the Scriptures have been printed and circulated in great numbers,
chiefly among the Chinese dwelling in the provinces on the coast, though many have
found their way far into the interior of the country.

Anotler important preparatory work that has claimed much attention, has been
the preparation of Christian books and tracts. A great variety of books and tracts
has been prepared, and several millions of copies have been printed and circulated.
Printing-presses have been in operation for some time at the different ports, and much
printing has been done by the natives in their own manner upon wooden blocks.
Fonts of metal types have been prepared at great labor and expense, and by means of
recent improvements in printing, books may hereafter be printed much more rapidly
and cheaply than formerly. Tracts have been freely distributed at not only all the
spen ports, but in thousands of adjacent villages and cities, and by persons makmg
long tours into the interior.

From this wide distribution of tracts and Scriptures, some interesting and encour-
iging results have followed. Bat, for the most part, the truth thus gown is as seed
hid in the ground, which, no doubt, watered by the prayers of God’s people, will ere
long spring up and bear much fruit.

Much other preparatory work incident to the establishment of new missions, such
#e erecting dwelling houses, churches, schoolrooms, &c. &c., has also been performed.

Bat the work has by no means been all preparatory. The gospel has been freely
md faithfully preached to the people dwelling in the open ports, and to some extent
©» those in the regions adjacent to them. Nor has the labor thus put forth been in
min. The true aim of missionaries, and their peaceful and benevolent intentions, are
»ecoming widely known. Prejudices are gradually melting away, and the truth is
ilently gaining ground. Thousands have had their confidence in false gods shaken,
ind many have abandoned idolatry altogether; have become sincere worshippers of
the true God, and firm believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus the promise of the
great Head of the church, ¢ Lo I am with you,’’ has been verified. Native churches
mve been organized at the several ports and at various outstations; the number of
members in tbem probably considerably exceeds a thousand, and many have died in
ihe faith, and In the confident hope of everlasting life. A wide-spread spirit of in-
[uiry has been awakened, and the numbor of conversions is every year increasing.
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Ava. — Letter from Mr. Douglass.

[Anget,

. There is every encouragement to increased effort. Every thing concurs to produce
the conviction that a great work of divine grace is ere long to be witneesed in this
land. Will not the friends of Zion, as *¢ laborers with God,’’ do all in their power
to forward and hasten so desirable a result?

What bas been accomplished compared with what remains to be done is but the

merest beginning.
Ningpo, March 7, 1859.

AVA MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. DOUGLASS.

Condition of Ava—Effects of an Earth-

quake.

It was stated in the Magazine for May, p.
136, 137, that an exploring tour was to be un-
dertaken among the Karens north of Ava,—
three native preachers sent out by the Karen
Home Mission Society of Bassein forming the
exploring party, and accompanied by Mr.
Douglass, of the Bassein Mission, and Mr.
Kincaid, of the Prome Mission, as far as
Ava. The following journal contains Mr.
Douglass’s notes of this tour as far as the
oapital.

Mandelay, Jan. 22, 1859.-—The day
after our arrival in Ava we spent strolling
about the streets, lanes and environs of
that ancient, once grand, but now deso-
late city. It is twenty-two years since
the capital was removed from Ava to Am-
arapura. On the exit of the court, most
of the public buildings gnd gardcns were
destroyed ; but many of the monasteries,
pagodasand temples remained undisturbed
until March, 1837, when an earthquake
occurred,which in severity is unparallelled
in the history of Burmah, and probably
in the history of the world. In Ava, Sa-
gaing and Amarapura, hundreds of pa-
godas, monasteries and dwellings were
heaved from their foundations and shaken
to picces, crushing and burying hundreds
of the inhabitants in the ruins. In Ava,
not & brick structure was left standing
ercct; but as the brick-work is usually
put together with a kind of lime or adhe-
sive cement, huge masscs of masonry half
upset, and buildings rent from top to bot-
tom, appear on every hand, retaining the
position in which the earthquake left
them.

Reminiscences of Dr. Judson.

Landing at the spot where Dr. Judson’s

house once stood, and on which Mr. Kin-
caid afterwards lived, we followed the
road along which the *‘ sainted Ann” m
often trod her lonely way, until we arrived
at theold palace,and the spot where once
stoud the death-prison, in which Judson,
Price and their associates, as chained
felons, 80 long lay. Nothing remains to
mark the spot whereon the prison stood;
and had I not had br. Kincaid to guide
me, I could not have found the spot ; but
while walking over these places, many
scenes of the past, too sad to be contem-
plated, were by history and fancy brought
to mind. The spirit which Jesus exhib-
ited, when he exclaimed, ¢¢ Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do,”
has sometimes been strikingly shown by
his followers. Stephen, when dying, in
prayer for his murderers cried, ¢ Lord,
lay not this sin to their charge.” So
Judson, after suffering on this spot from
Burmans worse than death, a hundred
times, no sooner escaped from his fetters,
than he took the manuscript Bible, which
with more than human sagacity he had
here kept as his pillow, unfolded its pages
ard toiled on until he gave to Burmah in
her own language a complete copy of the
Word of God. Dr. Price, with no les
consecration, toiled from the hour of his
release until his death, that some of the
millions around him might be emancipat-
ed from their more hopeless bondage.
They labored and we have ‘¢ entered
into their labors;”” but their faith and
devotion—do we possess? There are fow
inhabitants now living within the city
wall; but around the wall, especially on
the bank of the ¢ little river,” there is
yet a large population—in all from fifteen
to twenty thousand. Ava is one of the
finest and most beautiful places for a city
in all Burmah, much better than either
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Obstacgles to the Evangelization of China.

The reputation that China has acquired, of being & hard mission field, is hy no

means unmerited. To ignore or try to conceal this fact would do harm rather than

+ good. The obstacles in the way of the evangelization of this vast field should be
earefully considered and duly estimated by the friends of missions, that they may be
prepared to meet them and be stimulated to put forth the efforts adequate, under
God, to overcome them. Some of these obstacles I now propose to notice.

1. The first obstacle which the missionary meets on entering the field, is a pecul-
iarly difficult language. This language, at least the colloquial, he is obliged to acquire
before he can commence any direct missionary labor. Though a comparatively short
time (about a year,) is required, in order to commence speaking the colloquial, yet
several years of practice are necessary in order to give the words their proper accent
and tone, and to acquire a sufficiently extensive vocabulary to be able to treat upon
doctrines and duties in a thorough, exact and effective manner. The acquisition of
the written language is much more difficult than that of the colloquial, and requires
s much longer time. At least three or four years of hard study are required before
the missionary is prepared to commence making tracts and hooks, and then the ser-
vices of a native teacher are indispensable. Indeed the oldcst missionaries require
the constant aid of native teachers, but few ever attempting to learn to write the lan-
guage at all.

Another difficulty which the language presents, consists in the want of suitable
terms to express Christian ideas. This difficulty, though perhaps not as great here
a8 in many heathen countries, still is one of considerable magnitude. Circumlocution
and explanation are constantly required, in order to convey anything like a correct
idea of what we mean by the most common terms employed in preaching the gospel.
This is & difficulty that taxes the patience and skill of the missionary exceedingly,
and even with the utmost care he often fails to convey a correct impression. Some-
timee when the preacher has done his best to convey to the minds of his hearers the
ecriptaral idea of God, they will go away saying, ¢ O, he exhorts men to worship
heaven and earth,’”’—a phrase descriptive of what they have been accustomed to re-

U
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gard as the highest power in cxistence; or, they will say, ¢ he preaches a foreign
god.”’  Often when the character and mission of Christ is set forth, the conclusion of
the listener i, that Jesus is a deified sage of the West. The best terms that can be
selected to represent heaven and hell, unless fully explained, convey the idea only of
an earthly paradise, and a materinl hell where bodily pain is endured.

2. When the missionary has laboriously acquired the language, ascertained the best
terms to deseribe Christinn doctrines, and prepared books, or a translation of the
Scriptures, he now meets with another formiduble ohstacle to the aocomplishment of
the derired ohject,—the great mam of the people cannot read. He finds this true
among most who are engaged in trade, very generully so among all mechanics and
agriculturists, and almost universally among females.  Among: the comparatively
small number who can read, he finds but few who are disposed to read a Christian
book ; and among these few he finds but a very sall portion who can understand the
doctrines inculeated.

3. Another obstacle which the missionary everywhere meets, is the prejudice of the
people against foreigners. This prejudice has come down from ancient times.  Being
|cq|minu-d only with the surrounding barbarous or half civilized nations, whoee only
ambhition was to plunder, and from whose incursions the Chinese often suffered ee-
verely, it beeame early a scttled policy of the guvernment to have ae little to do with
foreigners as possible ; and the people came to regard them as robbers and outlaws,
who had no right within the hounds of their territory.

In their intercourse with Christian nationa, the intluence of Christian missionaries,
and of upright and liberal-minded government officers and werchants, may bave
served to produce more liberal views respecting foreigners in many respects; sill,
wars and blovdshed, opium selling and the conduct of drunken, quarrelsome and
licentious tradesmen and sailors, have strongly tended to counteract the good impres-
sions that may have been made, and to confirn them in their old prejudices.  They
still look with suspicion and dislike upon foreigners. And when the missionary
comes with the Bible and the gospel, and exhorts them to adopt them as their rule of
faith and practice, and as affording the only hope of salvation, the language of their
beart is, *¢ Can there auny good thing come out of Nazareth ?”’

4. Closely allied to their prejudice, and contributing to foster and give strength to
it, is their national pride, which constitutes another great obstacle to the success of
the missionary. They regard their country, as its name, ¢ Middle Kingdom," indi-
cates, us the great central empire of the world, and all other countries much in the
character of smnall provinees or dependencies aronnd. Their emperor, ¢ the son of
henven,” is directly delegated by the Supreme Ruler, to rule ¢¢ all beneath the sky.”
The antiguity of their history exceeds that of any other country, theirs being the first
and oldest pation. From their sages and philosophers, all nations derived their first
knowledge of all uscful arts and sciences. Their sacred and historical books contsin
the sum and substance of all human knowledge, and much also that is divine. They
are the only people in the wourld who are really learned and enlightened, or who can
lay claim to true refincment and politeness. Entertaining such views as theee of
themsclves, it is not strange that the Chinese should look upon the ¢ barbarian® or
*¢ foreign devil’* who attempe to instruct them, with the utmost eontempt, and turn
a deaf ear to the doctrines he would inculcate.

5. Agnin, their philosophy is a great hindrance to the epread of the gospel. Ido
not here refer to the moral teachings of Confucius, but to the culd, atheistic apeculs-
tions of later writers, which, for several centuries, have been quite generally adopted
by the literary clusses, and their influence has heen widely felt by others. This phi-
losophy attributes the cxistence and order of the universe to a sclf-existing, perpeto-
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ally operating essence, guided by a self-existing, eternal principle of right. The
essence.and principle are indissolubly united, but are not spiritual in their nature,
and are utterly devoid of intelligence. The existence of spiritual beings, whether
men, gods, or evil spirits, is attributed to this snme unintelligent cause. Growth
and decay, lifc and death, in short all the changes and vicissitudes that are trans-
piring in the universe, are produced by the operations of the essence. Order and
virtue exist in consequence of the controlling presence of the principle, while all that
is disorderly and evil, whether in nature or in morals, consists in departures from
this principle. The operations of the essence are often lawless, overstepping the
bounds which the principle of right prescribes, and producing evil, anarchy and dis-
tress in the universe.

Thus this philusophy accommodates iteelf and gives license to the deepest depravity
and wickedness ; gives scope to any amount of superstition ; lays a foundation for the
whole system of geomancy, prognostication and fortune-telling ; dethrones the one
selfexisting, eternal Author and Sovoreign of the universe; subjects man to the
control of a blind fate, and tends to uproot all sense of moral accountability. The
withering, benumbing, deadening influence which this system exerts upon the reli-
gious instincts and moral sensibilities, no one can realize until brought into contact
with the oonsciences thus seared, and the hearts thus rendered hard as adamant.

6. The religions of China also present formidable obstacles to the reception of the
gospel. The principal religions are three, Confucianism, Buddhism and Tauism.
The moral precepts of Confucius were, in the main, very good. But his moral system
has a few radical defects, which constitute barriers to the spread of the gospel all the
more formidable for being connected with so much that is good. He taught that
man’s nature was naturally good, and that he may, by his own exertions, become
holy. This false view of man’s moral state, tends to foster pride and self-righteous-
ness, and leads to a rejection of the gospel doctrine of the necessity of being born of
the Spirit, and of a Saviour to deliver from sin and its consequences. Confucius also
inculcated the worship of ancestors. This being regarded as the highest act and
clearest proof of filial piety, a duty largely dwelt upon by the venerated sage and by
the whole class of moralists, and being also erijoined by law, it is of all forwns of reli-
gious worship in China the most popular, the most venerated, and the most endeared
to the hearts of the people. Whatever the rank or condition in life, or whatever
their shades of religious belief, all scrupulously perform the rites of this worship.
The ancestral temple is to the Chinainan a sacred spot. Here arc preserved the tablets
of his ancestors for many generations, around which their spirits are supposed to
hover. Here his fathers bowed in worship, and made their oblations of food and in-
ocense, and offered their prayers to their fathers before $hem. e who will not wor-
ship his ancestors, is considered a wicked and ungrateful wretch.

Hence, the fact that Christianity requires the giving up of ancestral worship, is
sufficient of itself to create among all classcs a strung prejudice against it, and, to a
great extent, close their ears and hearts against its reception. It also often occurs
that when a person is convinced of the truth of Christianity and of his duty to em-
brace it, be is deterred from doing 0, especially if be is a poor man, by the fact that
for giving up encestral worship, his friends will deny him all title to the proceeds of
the ancestral estate.

Buddhism, though it has far less hold upon the aflections and veneration of tke
people than ancestral worship, still bes its attractions, and constitutes another bar-
rier to the spread of the guspel. Buddhism answers the wants of men's religious
nature far better than Confucianism or the atheistic philosophy referred to above,
inssmuch es it furnishes a full system of idolatrous worship and religious superstition,
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and holds out future rewards and punishments, which, though of a gross and material
character, are to ignorant minds far more impressive than those which are spiritual.
This systcm, however, imposes very little moral reetraint upon its adberents. Its
ordinary worehip is simple, requiring but little mental or physical exertion. Some
of its feasts and rites are showy, and calculated to captivate the dark-minded multi-
tude. Its temples are costly and numerous ; and, what has great influence with the
Chinese, it is ancient, and its rites and superstitious observances are long established
and almoet universal customs, which are interwoven with the whole framework of
society. This hoary system of idolatry, the offspring of depraved human nature,
aided by the machinations of Satan, and peculiarly adapted to plesse blind and super-
stitious heathen minds, capnot be dislodged from its strong hold upon the depraved
bearts of the multitudes of China, without offering a long and dogged opposition.

Tauian hes been dignitied by the term ¢ rationalism,’” but a far more befitting
title for it, a8 it now exists, is ¢¢ sorcery.”” Its devotees are largely given to conjurs-
tion, necromancy and devil-worship. They also worship numerous idols. The chief
obstacles, which this form of idolatry presents to the reception of the gospel, seem to
consist in the doubt which it tends to throw upon the testimony of prophecy and
miracles, the inspiration of the prophets and apostles, and the divinity of Christ,
and the peculiar fascination which sorcery and magical arts have over unenlightened
minds.

7. The superstitions of the people constitute a great impediment to the reception of
the gospel. Superstition is rife among all classes, from the highest to the lowest; it
enters largely into every form of religious worship; it is connected with all the good
and ill luck of life, with all sudden accidents and calamities, with pain, sickness and
death, and with all the more impressive phenomena of nature. They are continually
barrassed by dreams and omens, and vexed, as they suppose, by demons. Their ex-
cited imaginations lead them constantly to resort to ten thousand superstitious expe-
dients to avert the dreaded evils and quiet their minds. To remove from the minds
of the people this mass of superstition, which so completely predecupies and perverts
them, and in its stead to implant sober, rational and Christian views of life and
duty, is a task that can only be accomplished by the powerful aid of the Holy Spirit.

8. Popery, which alrendy hasa great number of adherents, will no doubt prove
another formidable obstacle to the propagation of pure Christianity. Romaniem is
the same here as everywhere else, the uncompromising foe of the Bible and of the
pure gospel of Christ. Her priests are, and will ever be, the most subtle, bitter and
powerful enemies of Protestant Christianity in China. Besides, the false views of
Christianity which Popery conveys to the minds of Chinese generally, it will be diff-
cult to remove ; the character of the priests and converts here has been such as al-
ready to have produced a strong and wide-spread prejudice against Christianity, and
to bring disgrace upon the name of Jesus,a name which is now everywhere known
and associated with the religion of all forseigners. The priests withhold the Holy
Scriptures, ¢¢ teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,’’ which will be preju-
dicial to the reception of the Bible, as the only rule of faith and practice ; and, a8
it is in truth, the word of (God.”” For the above reasons, I believe the heathen who
have been brought under the influence of Popery, will be much more difficult to bring
to a saving knowledge of the truth than those who have not.

9. After all, the groat obstacle to the evangclization of this people is their deprar-
ity and wickedness. The description given of the moral condition of the heathen, in
the first and third chapters of the epistle to the Romans, is true to the letter as ap-
plied to the Chincse. ‘¢ Filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisper-
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ers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to perents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural
affection, implacable, unmerciful. Their throat is an open sepulchre, with their
tongues they have used deceit, the poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is
full of cursing and bitterness; their feet are swift to shed blood ; destruction and
misery are in their ways; and the way of peace have they not known; there is no
fear of God before their eyes.””

Some of the sins above enumerated are peculiarly applicable to the Chinese. They
are proverbial for their covetousness. The ¢ love of money,”” that ¢¢ root of all evil,”
seems to have unusual sway over their hearts. There is no trick or art in trade, no
mode of deception and fraud, in which they are not perfect adepts. There is no
quackery or jugglery, no injustice or crime, that is not frequently resorted to for the
sake of money. Bribery is also 8o common among officers of government, that impar-
tial justice is never expected of them, and, if in any case it is exercised, it is a rare
exception. All their religious worship is performed with a view to obtaining some
material good ; and a pecuniary reward in the future world is the highest hope of the
most zealous devotee. To turn the attention and the affections, which are so firmly
fixed upon temporal good, and place them upon those things which are spiritual,
unseen and eternal, is no easy task. On listening to the gospel, the first inquiry that
arises in their minds is, what pecuniary good can be realized from it? Pilfering and
theft are universal, and robbery and piracy very common. Deception and lying are
80 common that the people have almost lost the consciousness that they are wrong.
Every one deceives all whom he thinks it will be of any advantage to him to deceive,
and often when it is not, he does it for mere amusement; and he expects that every
other person is a8 much given to deception as himeelf or more; so that all confidence
in each other’s word is wanting. This holds true not only among strangers, but
among neighbors, intimate friends, and even the members of the same family, between
parents and children, brothers and sisters. If they cannot place confidence in each
other, much less can they confide in a foreigner, at least until they become thoroughly
acquainted with him, and find in him constant and unswerving integrity.

Backbiting and quarrelling, slandering and cursing, intrigues and broils, are also
universal.

That they are ¢ without natural affection’” is shuwn by the prevalence of infan-
ticide.

Fornication, adultery and sodomy are extremely common. The last vice in many
places is said to be more common than the first. Bookstores are filled with obscene
books ; their theatrical plays are often of an obecene charneter; lascivious songs are
sung by travelling minstrels, and one cannot walk the streets without hearing from
both sexes vile curses and ohscene language. Houses of ill-fame abound. Freedom
from licentiousness constitutes the exception, not the rule.

But I need not enlarge upon this dark picture. When Christianity shell have
overcome prejudice against foreigners and egainst their religion, when it shall have
broken the spell of superstition, and hurled idolatry from its throne in the heart,
when it shall even have convinced the atheist and the polytheist that there is one
s God over all,” and ¢ one Mediator between God and man,’’ its difficult work is but
just begun. It must then encounter not only natures depraved, besotted, ¢ dead in
trespasses and sins,” but also a tangled aud luxurious growth of deep-rooted vices.
It must deal with hearts unfecling and ¢¢ hard as the nether mill-stone,”” with con-
sciences ¢¢ seared as with a hot iron,’’ and with passions that hitherto have known no
restraint.

Ningpo, May 26, 1859.
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Pacilities for the Evangelisation of China.

Though China merits the designation of bein} a hard mission field, still there are
many circumstances which may be classed as favorable to the propagation of the
pel.

" 1. The facilities for travelling throughout the empire may be mentioned as one.
‘Tt is true there arc no railroads, no steamers, and but very few wheel-carriages or
carriage-roads, the only roads, for the most part, being mere footpaths. But the
|, facilities for water communication no doubt are more complete than those of any
other country. *¢The rivers of China,’’ it has been truly said, ‘‘ are her glorv.”’®
The four principal are the Amour, which has for its basin the whole of Manchuria
and a part of Mongolia ; the Hoang o or Yellow-river, which in its windings flows
a distance of about 2,500 miles, and drains a basin of about 700,000 square miles ;
the Yiang-tsg Kiang or Yiangtsg river, which rises in the north of Thibet, and winds
its way in a northeast direction through the heart of the empire, a distance of more
than 3,000 miles, and drains a basin of about 800,000 square miles, and containing a
population of about 180,000,000 ; and the Pearl river, which draine a region of about
- 200,000 square miles, and empties into the sea near Canton. There are numerous
other rivers, which, like the larger, continuglly swarm with boats. Intersecting the
rivers and their tributaries, are countless canals, running in every possible direction,
and varying in size and extent according to circumstances, forming a complete net-
work of water communication over all the vast plains of the country. The rivers and
canals, large and small, like arteries, veins and capillary vessels, permeate every part
of the empire, extending even to the most distant and obecure villages and hamlets.
The missionary has but to step into a boat, taking with him his assistants, bopks,
food, bed, &c., and, by a quiet and easy mode of conveyance, is soon st any part of
the field that he wishes to traverse. If in any instances he wishes to ¢ross mountains,
or travel by land, sedan chairs, horses, camels or asses are easily obtained.

2. The clanship of families, and the custom of living congregated together in wl-

¢ Williams, in “Middle Kingdom.” ®N
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JJages and cities, probably will also facilitate the spread of the gospel. Dwelling
together in the same place, the people, if at all inclined, can easily assemble to listen
to the truth; and should the gospel once get a footing in a place, the tendency will
be to work like leaven, until the whole village or clan shall be brought under its influ-
ence. Especially would this be the case, if those first converted were persons of intel-
ligence, character and influcnce in the clan. Many a Chineee village has been con-
verted to the Roman Catholic faith in this very manner, and Protestant missions are
not without some similar examples. However, the advantages to be derived from the
people being connected by family ties, and being congregated closely together, will
not appear much at first; indeed, disadvantages may arise from the same source.
But when the ¢ Spirit shall be poured out from on high,’’ and the truth begins to
have free course and be glorified,” then theve circumstances will no doubt be found
greatly to acoclerate ita progress. Then will unprecedented multitudes flock to hear
the goepel ; they will *“ fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows.”” The
people in maases will be seen turning to the Lord. ¢ Nations will be born in a day.”

3. The eminently social habits of the people will contribute to the same end.
They are invetcrate talkers. In the absence of newspapers, lectures, and, to a gres}
extent among laboring classes, of books, they are compelled to rely upon private con-
versation in receiving and communicating intelligence upon all subjects ; hence it has
become a universal habit and pastime. What one man hears, he tells his neighbor;
that neighbor conveys the intelligence to a third ; so that anything new or important
is soon known throughout a village, a city, or a whole district. So when & man
listens to the preaching of the goepel and gets some idea of its doctrines, he soon
communicates his knowledge to his relatives and friends. And when a man becomes
& sincere Christian, he is sure to be found frequently explaining Christianity, as far
as he is able, to those with whom he is brought in contact, and urging its claims
upon them, who, in turn, especially if favorably impressed or become believers, com-
municate their knowledge to others. Thus the iruth is communicated from one to
another like leaven.

4. The settled habits of the people constitute another circumstance favorable to
their evangelization. Their villages are as pcrmanent as the tombs which surround
them, or the hills, at whose base they are often built. If a missionary visits a village
and makes a favorable impression, he knows where to find the same persons again
and ever after. Thus the truth may be brought constantly to bear upon them; im-
pressions may be followed up. In case a church of believers is gathered, and a hous
of worship built, they are permanent. The church is not scattered, nor the chapel
deserted by migration. Permanent in their residence, and eminently industrious,
regular and peaceable in their habits, surely there is more hope of Christianizing
such a people, and especially of their becoming firm and consistent Christians, than
of roving, fickle and warlike tribes.

5. Another advantage is the univer:aality of the written language. Though the
spoken dialects are numerous and very diverse, the written language is the same
throughout the empire, and is used even beyond the limits of China, in Cores and
Japan, Thus the Scriptures, or other books and tracts, when once printed at any
station, may be circulated everywhere, requiring no revision though carried to the
mogt distant parts of the country, and to several bordering countries. Ilence, though
the number of intelligent readers in proportion to the whole population may not be
large, yet the population of China and the neighboring countries which use the lan-
guage is so immense, that, in the aggregate, the number accessible by books printed

in the Chinese language is very great. Probably no languegs on eurih, the English
Ianguage even not excepted, has a8 many resders. et 1t be torne m Wi, N,

that the Scriptures or Christien tracts, once printed in Chimese, wre avaiatie W e




1859.] The Opening of China. 418

instruction and ¢ the light of life’’ to scores of millions, and to exert their beneficent
influence upon hundreds of millions of souls.

6. Closely connected with the above, is the advantage of the same views, objections
and characteristics to be met with in one locality, existing substantially the rame
throughout the empire. A book that would successfully combat false doctrines and
effectually meet objections to Christianity in one place, would, as a general thing, be
equally applicable to any other place. The same arguments, found best adapted to
convince of the truth of Christianity in one section of the country, will be found
equally useful in preaching the gospel in another part. The missionary, having be-
come acquainted with the characteristics, views and modes of thought of the people
of any locality, and acquired the power of adapting his labors to them, will find his
acquisitions equally serviceable to him wherever he may go.

7. Again, the intelligence of the people as compared with more barbarous nations,
is a stepping-stone to a more ready acquaintance with the precepts of Christianity.
Their minds are active ; they are able to think. They are accustomed to moral rea-
soning, though they have a great amount of immoral practice. They have among
them a vast number of excellent moral maxims, applicable to almost all relations and
circumstances in life. Many of these maxims speak of the omniscience, omnipotence,
sathority, justice, providence and goodness of ‘¢ Heaven,” in nearly the same terms
that Christians use. They undoubtedly have some knowledge of God. In addition
to the works of creation, which show forth ¢¢ his eternal power and Godhead,” tradi-
tion has handed down, from most ancient times, some knowledge of the ¢ Supreme
Ruler,”” a8 He is styled in their sacred books, so that they are doubly ¢¢ without ex-
cuse.”” Excellent moral precepts and instructione have been given them by their
sages. Hence when the morality of the gospel is set before them, they in a sense are
prepared to appreciate it, and readily acknowledge their obligation to obey it. And
though, by not obeying the light they have, they have become morally hardened, yet
when their hearts are touched by divine grace, they make more rapid progress in
religious knowledge than, but for their previous advantages, would be possible.

8. Again, their religious instincts are on the side of Christianity, which is an im-
portant circumstance in favor of its reception. They feel themselves in some way
amenable to a Power higher not only thar. men, but gods, and under obligation to
pey that Power divine honors. They have a sense of moral guilt, and their cor.
sciences will not let them rest; something within them points to a future existencq
and to future retributions; and they feel the need of some sure directory in all these
matters, and some means by which their sense of guilt may be removed, and they
attain a happy state of future existence. There are those whose religious convictions
are comparatively quite strong, and who are consequently more easy to be reached by
the gospel than others. Many such have already been converted. The philosophy
of the literary class is abstruse and cold, and far from being adapted to eatisfy the
religious wants of even its advocates, much less those of the masses of the people.
The idolatries and superstitions of Buddhism and Tauism meet theee religious wants
far better than a frigid and atheistic philosophy ; still they are far from being satis-
factory. They promise only temporal, material good, a sensual heaven, which cannot
satisfy the cravings of the epiritual nature. Their puerilities and absurdities, and
even their idolatries, are looked upon by multitudes with unbelief and contempt, and
are regarded with indifference by multitudes more, custom alone leading them to
continue in the practice of them. The adaptation of Christianity to meet all the
spiritual wants and religious aspirations of the soul, gives I\ \myaviant wexiagn

ground, in whatever part of the world it is propagated, and cannot Tl \n commmsnd,

it powerfully to the inhabitants of this land.

a



414 Ths Red Karems. [December,

9. Tho revolution is, no doubt, a great preparatory step toward the overthrow of
idolatry, and the establishment of Christianity in the empire. The iconoclast char-
acter of the revolution is its most striking feature. Throughout a large tract of rich
and deneely populated country in the heart of the empire, idols and idol temples are
no more. Idolatry has here received a blow, whatever be the fate of the revolution
as a political movement, from which it can never recover. When the people witness
the destruction of temples and idols, and perceive the gods unahle to resist or to wreak
vengeance upon the perpetratars of the deeds, their confidence in them is destroyed,
or at least greatly weakened. The mission of the insurgents is not merely to destroy
the old idolatrous practices. They inculcate the worship of the one true God, Author
and Sovereign of the universe, and appeal for proof of his existence and suthority,
not only to nature and the Christian Scriptures, but also to the Chinese ancient
sacred books ; they print and circulate tho Christian Scriptures, and Christian tracts;
some of them but slight modifications of those prepared by Christian missionaries;
they inculcate the observance of the Ten Commandments, and teach that Jesus is the
Saviour of the world. Now whatever errors may be mingled with these great truths,
and however the practice of the insurgents may differ from tbe precepts of the gospel,
still the proclamation of some of the great fundamental doctrines of Christisnity,
cannot fail of their effuct in contributing to undermine idolatry, and prepare the way
for the reception of pure Christianity.

10. But, as the greatest obstacle to the propagation of Christianity in Chinsis |

found in the depravity of the heart,so the greatest emcouragement in that work
found in the promises of God. A ¢¢lo I am with you,” constitutes a surer ground of
success, and affords more encouragement in the work of saving souls, than a thoussd
favorable outward circumstances. When the missionary of the croes sees his way
hedged up with apparently insuperable obstacles, and he is ready to cry, ‘¢ who hath
believed our report?”’ in order to redssure his heart, and acquire confidence to press
boldly onward, he has but to lay hold by faith upon such promises as these,—* Ask
of me,and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,and the uttermost parts
of the earth for thy possession.”’ My word shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”
Ningpo, July 4, 1859.

THE RED KARENS.
BY REV. DR. MAS0ON, TOUXGOO.
Their Origin.

The Eastern Bghai, Bghai-mu-hay or Red Karens, call themselves Kaya, their term
for man, and are called by the Burmese Ka-yen-ni, by the Shans, Yen-laing, or Red
Karens, from the color of their dress, which was originally all red, as it occasionslly
is now, but 2 mixture of black garments is now commonly seen.  Yule says, < It is
generally believed that they are not in any way closely allied to the Karens proper of
Pegu and Tenasserim, but that they are rather a Shan race. I have not been able to
find any proof of the latter kindred, other than their being a gens bracata.”  This proof
fails, when it is known that we have pant-wearing Karens living in sight of Toungoo.

Their Dress.

The men wear ehort red pants, with perpendicular narrow black or white stripes.
Sometimes the pants have a black ground, with red or white sipes.  BAow e ke

are black bands, several inches in diameter, formed of twisked (nxead. A dwwiw



