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4 Tavoy Mission. — Journal of Mr. Cross.

er’s school, all neatly and picturesquely
dressed in their native costume. Several
of the European residents, curious to see
the natives at worship, were present.
That beautiful hymn, ¢Just as I am,
without one plea,’” translated into Bur-
mese, was given out and sung in the rich
notes of ¢Old Hundred.”” A short ser-
mon from, ‘‘Pass the time of your sojour-
ning here in fear,”’havirg been preached,
the whole congregation proceeded to a
tank not far from the chapel. There the
old man, one of the two above mentioned,
was baptized. The other man, to our
great grief, came to us last evening, and,
on the plea that his mother had threat-
ened to kill herself if he was baptized, de-
clined receiving the ordinance until his
mother’s opposition was overcome. Noth-
ing that we could say seemed to have the
smallest effect in changing his mind. ‘In
the afternoon we assembled again, and
enjoyed together the communion of the
Lord’s Saupper. More than a hundred,
Karens, Burmans, and ‘‘white foreigners,
partook of the elements.

To-morrow morning we leave for Hen-
thada. We feel cheered in the review of
the past few weeks. It is true, indeed,
no work of great and startling extent
has been effected. But thought has been
excited, minds have been awakened, and
many who never supposed Buddhism could
be false, have heard new truths, and God’s
word shall not return unto Him void.
Hence we feel encouraged, and anticipate
the future with hope.

—_——

TAVOY MISSION.
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS.
Continued from Nov. 1859, p. 393.

Mr. Cross left Tavoy on the 2nd of February
to visit the Karen villages in the province of
Mergui, with the expectation of returning
home about the 10th of March. He delayed
at the mouth of the river to cut and fit a mast
for his sea boat, and to supply wood and water
for the sea, and crossed the arm of the bay and
arrived far up the Pyeekhya on the 4th.

Electrical Phenomenon.

Witnessed a very singular electrical

phenomenon. A cloud, which would
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spread over a square mile or more, pre-
sented itself in a cumulus form and with
a bright amber color. This cloud was
surrounded by a dark region of nimbi,
separated from their amber-colored neigh-
bor by a considerable space of open at-
mosphere. The bright cloud seemed to
be the sporting ground of numerous fiery
gerpents, darting their fiery forms hither
and thither in all directions, across the
clouds ; sometimes swimming slowly in a
sea of purple light, then with a sudden
dart and flash they would leave the whole
sea, a scene of black darkness. The fiery
snakes would however soon appear from
the borders in all directions, and leap in-
ward and across each other. But occa-
sionally one and another would spring
downwards into the region of nimbi, across
the space of open atmosphere ; and in this
distant place become the centre of another
field of sport, similar to the one it had
just left.

5.—When I met in the chapel this
morning a Karen who had heen a con-
firmed lunatic for the last ten years, but
who was, on my first arrival in the coun-
try, one of the most promising assistants
in the province of Tavoy, he said to me,
¢« T saw the lightning last night and was
afraid.” ¢ Why were you afraid?”
¢ Because I was unarmed.” ¢ What
arms did youwant?’ ¢Iwanted to hold
the lightning’s spears ; or, becoming my-
gelf its equal, then I should not be
afraid.”” Thus a striking phenomenon
arouses, even in the mind of a Karen lu-
natic, one of the highest emotions of po-
etry, and shows that we do not labor for
minds incapable of thought, when we
strive to free the Karens from their thrall
of ignorance and superstition.

Church Walking in the Comfort of the
Holy Ghost.

.6.—Sabbath. The church in this place
were nearly all present at the meetings.
Last year I could not but say, ¢ beauti-
ful! >’ —when I saw all the members to-
gether in the chapel, and heard a full
and free expression of their Christian feel-
ings and walk during the year. I may
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still say ¢ beautiful !’/ for not a case
for rebuke or discipline has appeared,
and all seem striving together for the
faith of the gospel and for peace with all
men. I never felt more inspired in at-
tempting to preach under any circum-
stances, than in attempting to say to
them, ¢ Rejoice in the Lord always;
and again I say, Rejoice.”” Phil. 4: 4.
Four persons were baptized. These were
two middle aged men, with their wives,
—all from among the heathen—a new
thing for us in this region. Conversions
directly from among the heathen, have
been at a standstill for many years in
Tavoy and Mergui. In the evening, the
communion of the Lord’s Supper. Bless-
ed Sabbath! and blessed privilege, in
these far off regions, so recently the un-
disturbed kingdom of Satan, now to meet
with a large body of Christians “‘rooted
and grounded in the faith,” and so, ap-
parently, ¢lively stones’’ in the temple of
God.

On the 7th Mr. Cross left Pyeekhya to visit
the churches and villages on the Tenasserim
river south of Mergui, with the intention of
taking every village of the Karens on his re-
turn along the coast. The pastors of Pyee-
khya and Patsauoo, and one unordained assist-
ant, accompanied him. A number of his pupils
also travelled with him as voluntary boatmen.

Questions of Karen Assistants.

On ’board my boat, when the men are
at leisure, I encourage them to ask ques-
tions on any subject they choose, taking
care to givethe best answersI am capable
of, so as to make my boat answer as well
as possible as a school room. These ex-
ercises sometimes keep me engaged even
till long after midnight. To show the
character of the exercises, and the ques-
tions which trouble the Karens as stu-
dents of the Bible, I will give the ques-
tions presented and answered to-night.

¢¢ What did Paul mean, when he said,
¢So fight I, not as one that beateth the
air?

¢ What does Christ mean, when he
says, ¢ Jerusalem shall be trodden down
of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled ?’

Tavoy Mission. — Journal of Mr. Cross. ‘ 5

““What does ¢ the abomination of deso-
lation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
mean ?”’ ’

¢ What does Christ mean, when he
says, ¢ wheresoever the carcass is, there
will the eagles be gathered together ?’ »’

“Was Judas Iscariot a good man or a
bad? We are in doubt. How can we
say he was a bad man, when he did the
act which has resulted in the greatest
good to the world, and an act which he
was chosen of Christ himself to perform,
and which, if he had not done, we do not
see that the world could be saved?”” To
this I could only say, that God chooses
instruments fitted to the end for which
they are chosen. If a cruel act,at which
all pity revolts, and from which even hu-
man nature, still represented by the vast
majority of men on earth, shrinks away,
as too wicked and crue],—if such a work
must be done in order to remove a great
barrier to the exercise of mercy, or to
prepare the way for good to men, then to
do this act, God must choose a man un-
commonly hardened and uncommonly
selfish, or he cannot do the act. If Christ
bad chosen John to betray him, it would
have been an unwise and unsuitable
choice ; for John would haveacted against
all the promptings of his soul and would
have failed. It is therefore clear that
Judas was a devil, or fully given up to
the evil and debased nature which Satan
begat in him. This answer could not be

_objected to, and seemed satisfactory.

¢“ Who tempted Satan to sin at the
first? If none, then sin must have been
latent in his mind, when created. Why
did God create him with the seed of evil
in his mind? Did He not know that it
would spring up?”’ I could only say,
¢¢ You mistake when you think God plant-
ed the seed of sin in the mind of Satan.
It was not a seed inevitably destined to
produce sin, as a paddy seed always pro-
duces paddy. It wasnot a bad seed in
the mind of Satan. It was that liberty
without which no happiness in earth or
heaven could exist, the liberty which
makes man differ from the paddy or the
rocks, which in the case of Satan became
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deformed, or was misused, and hence re-
sulted in rebellion against God, and in
the fall of Satan and of man by him.
But this liberty, unabused, is not the
seed of sin, but of obedience and peace
and joy with God in the minds of all the
angels. It was necessary therefore for
God to create this liberty, or else see for-
ever the whole universe lie out before Him
a barren waste, without joy or thought.
It has been abused by comparatively few.
Those few suffer, but they become an ex-
ample, to a whole universe full of happi-
ness, of the misery and destruction which
must follow upon an abuse of liberty or
upon the pursuit of an evil choice.—
Without the power of choice, no happi-
ness could exist. If the power of choice
exists, it has no limit and can choose evil,
or rather it can choose to fortify itself at
the expense of wrong, and thus it becomes
sin. It was wise'in God to create such a
power, and it is the highest glory of the
creation. All else is as far inferior to it
as the earth or dirt we tread is to the
soul of the highest angels. The creation
of liberty has alone given the occasion
for God to reveal Himself as merciful and
just; and without it, no being could
praise Him or delight in his character.
This question, therefore, with which you

much perplex yourselves, and which
has become in your minds and in the
heathen the occasion almost of feeling
that God Himself is evil, when you see
the right answer, only reveals the infinite
wisdom and mercy of God, instead of
ground for cavil and reproach.

I record my own replies, because I am
willing that all our brethren should see
the character of the Karen mind in the
nature of their inquiries, and also the
methods we take to meet and satisfy their
inquiries.

8.—The questions of my pupils to-day
took a more historical character. Such
as, ¢ Where were the Jews scattered to,
when driven from their own country?
To what parts of the earth did they prob-
ably carry a knowledge of their law and
of God? What effect upon the doctrines
of Gaudama, and the traditions of our
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ancestors did the presence of these Jews
in these countries so long ago produce?”’

Church at Baulau.

11.—Arrived at Baulau in the evening,
and I met with a cordial welcome. The
pastor of this church apostatized last
year ; but their deacon and the goungyoke
of this district who reside here, have taken
turns in preaching on the Sabbath, and
say that the people have attended meeting
well during the year. It is now evident
that their pastor’s wife, by her unfaith-
fulness, had vexed her husband to leave
her. I hear of him now in Siam. Itis
said that he has obtained liberty of the
headman of a large district to teach
Christian schools, and has been engaged
in teaching and preaching during the
year. The wife whom he left has taken
up with a Burman or Bengali, and left
the place. '

13.—Sabbath. A very interesting day.
My own heart was greatly enlarged, and
filled with strong feelings for the people.
Twomen were baptized. The communijon
season in the evening was conducted by
the pastors of the Pyeekhya and Patsauoo
churches. I find I can endure more labor
with less fatigue than at the beginning
of the season. My sermon in the forenoon
was about two hours in length,—partly
because I forgot myself, and partly be-
cause I wished to make an impression
which would not soon be effaced. The
rest of the day was spent in giving in-
structions to the church and to particular
individuals. At the close of the day I
felt exhausted, but mostly free from those
symptoms in my chest, which have alarm-
ed my friends as well as our physician,
under whose ecare I had been kept for
some time Lefore the commencement of
my jungle travel.

I have not been able to find a suitable
man to occupy this place as pastor. But
an arrangement was made by which the
pastor of the Patsauoo church is expected
to spend a year with this church, in order
to instruct them more fully.

14.—Went still further up the river, a
good twenty-four hours’ journey, to visit
the little church at Tapotah. This is a
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LETTER FROM MR. SMITH,
Siamese Department—An Open Field.

God has been very merciful in sparing
the lives and giving uninterrupted health
to each of the members of the mission in
Siam. It is, however, to be deeply de-
plored that a field which God has so
widely opened, should be so feebly occu-
pied by the heralds of the gospel. There
are no restrictions to travelling, preach-
ing, and an extensive promulgation of the
gospel.  Should the influences of the
Holy Spirit be poured out upon this peo-
ple, there is no reason why a nation may
not be born in a day. But are we pre-
pared forsuch a gracious outpouring and
such an enlarged ingathering? Under
such circumstances, who would preach ?
Who would feed the flocks? Has not
the inadequate supply of efficient labor-
ers something to do with the withholding
of the gracious outpouring of the Spirit?
We are to pray for great things, expect
great things, hope for great things, and
labor, too, for great things. Does our
support to the mission here, in the sup-
ply of men and means, indicate that our
hearts are actuated by the large promises
of the Scriptures?

Beview of the Year—Religious Exercises.

Morning and evening prayers have
been, as usual, regularly kept up during

the year. At 6§ A.M., the bell is rung,
the worshippers assemble, and each reads
a portion from the Siamese New Testa-
ment, ¢r a few sentences from select
tracts, after which remarks are made,
prayer is offered, and the exercises are
closed. At this exercise the laborers in
the printing-office, the school children
who live with us, and the domestics are
in attendance.

In the evening, soon after candle light,
a small bell is rung, when the children
living with us, and the domestics, assem-
ble. Sometimes a hymn is sung; each
recites a portion of Scripture, which has
been committed to memory during the
day ; remarks are made upon the passages
of Scripture rehearsed; sometimes per-
sonal inquiries as to the spiritual condi-
tion of the parties present are proposed,
and the exercises are closed by prayer.
Sabbath evening the exercises are more
properly a prayerand conference meeting.

During the year we have paid repeated
visits to the stated preaching places dur-
ing the week, for distributing tracts and
personal conversation with the visitors.
By far the greatet portion of each day
has been spent in superintending the
work in the type foundery, printing-office
and book-bindery, and in most instances
setting up the English jobs that are °
brought to the office to be done in haste.
Not a small portion of the time is spent
in prepgring the matter for Siamese print-



66

ing and reading the proof sheets. We
would most earnestly solicit that addi-
tional laborers be sent out as soon as pos-
sible to relieve us of much of this labor,
and thus enable us to devote the most of
our time to purely missionary work, for
which our long residence in the country
and our command of the language would
seem to suggest that we are better quali-
fied.

‘Whenever persons call at the house for
books and conversation on the subject of
personal religion, we give them all the
attention our circumstances will justify.
Such visitors should not be allowed to
leave us with a brief and hurried inter-
view.

Straggling portions of the day are spent
in preparations for Sabbath preaching.®
This is a work we love most dearly. Tt
is a work our general health and com-
mand of the language will allow us to
perform. Will not the Executive Com-
mittee, in mercy to us and the perishing
heathen, reinforce the Siamese depart-
ment of the mission, and leave me free
for this work, so much needed here, and
so strenuously insisted on by the true
friends of missions ?

Translation of the Scriptures.

The entire New Testament is translat-
ed. We are truly thankful that this
work has heen done so well. The greater
portion of the Old Testament Scripture
remains to be translated. A good trans-
lation of this portion of God’s word is
much needed. The preacher needs it in
the performance of his public duties
The members of the church, both Chinese
and Siamese, need it, to enable them in-
telligently to do God’s will. The heathen
need it, to show them in full the way of
eternal life. How long will the great
lamp of life, which God has set up to
guide men to heaven, be denied to this
people? Pressed, as at present, with la-
bor, it is only an occasional hour, at dis-
tant intervals, that can be given to this
holy work. Genesis has been translated.
Exodus is nearly done. Portions of the
Psalms, and here and there a chapter in

Siam Mission. — Letter from Mr. Smith.
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the other books, have been translated, as
they have been wanted for our Sabbath
and other services. &

Printing and Schools.

The printing office, type foundery and
bindery have been kept in operation the
whole year. Of the miscellaneous Eng-
lish printing, no definite statement can
be given. This kind of printing has been
our main source of income. Had such
printing been rejected, we should not
have had the means of doing the amount
of printing that has been done for gratu-
itous distribution. Our only inducement
to do job work has been that we might
have the means of doing what is abso-
lutely necessary for a successful prosecu-
tion of our missionary work.

The Child’s' Book, prepared by Mrs.
Smith, was printed at private expense.
The expenses incurred in her school are
met partly by private subscriptions, and
partly out of her own purse. The school
is an important one, and has claims upon
our sympathies and our prayers. Through
it much Christian principle is imbibed,
and many precious truths of the Bible
are put in circulation among the people.
We hope in time many precious results
will arise therefrom. Mrs. Smith teaches
both the Siamese and the English lan-
guages. The Bible and strictly religious
works are the principal text books. Dur-
ing the year she has had sixty-six pupils:
Two of them are the sons of the most
influential prince in the kingdom. One
is the grand-son of a prince. Oneisa
grand-son, and another the nephew, of
the Prime Minister. Fifteen others are
the sons of noblemen, put under Mrs.
Smith’s tuition by the second king.—
Three are children of Roman CatHolics,
and the rest are children of commoners.
Mrs. Smith is not willing to lose the op-
portunity of doing good to any ; and she
cheerfully teaches as many as her time,
strength, means and other circumstances
will allow.

Meetings for Prayer and Preaching.
Mrs. Smith, in addition to opening her
school with prayer each day, has two
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prayer meetings each Saturday,—one for
the elder scholars, and the other for the
younger. Each Thursday she conducts a
female prayer meeting, which is attended
by the female members of the church,
and the girls and women in the mission
families. These meetings are often sea-
sons of special interest.

At 9 o’clock, A.M., every Sabbath, I
preach 2 sermon in the Siamese language
at our meeting house adjoining Wat Ko.
The house is usually well filled, and on
many Sabbaths is crowded to overflowing.

The audience is composed of strangers -

visiting the city, as well as residents of
Bangkok. After sermon, portions of
Scripture and religious tracts are freely
distributed to as many of the applicants
as can read.

At 104 A M., I preach a Siamese ser-
mon in our meetinghouse in the rear of
the British Consulate. The audience at
this place is made up of the pupils in
Mrs. Smith’s school, the laborers in the
printing office, domestics and a fluctuat-
ing number of the residents of Bangkok.

At one, P. M., I preach a Siamese ser-
mon three Sabbaths out of six at br.
Chandler’s house, and three Sabbaths out
of six in our meetinghouse in the rear of
the British Consulate. The congregation
at br. Chandler’s is made up principally
of the members of his family, persons in
his employ, and an occasional attendance

*of persons living in his vicinity.

The afternoon attendance in the meet-
inghouse in the rear of the British Con-
sulate is about the same as at the forenoon
service there, with the exception of the
children of the school, who are not gen-
erally present.

Many hear the gospel. Many receive
portions of Seripture and religious tracts.
Is it not then our duty to hope, pray and
expect great things, to expect that the
Holy Spirit will, lead many of this people
to Jesus—the way of eternal life ?

Bible Class—Church Members.

At 9 o’clock, A. M., Mrs. Smith hasa
- Bible class in her school-room. The pu-
pils of her week-day school, the printing-
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office hands, the children living in the
family, and the domestics compose the
members of the class.

The members of the church, who re-
ceive their instructions through the Siam-
ese language, are doing as well as can be
expected under the circumstances. Some
of them have given us occasions of sor-
row ; others are comforts to us.

One woman, the widow of one of the
Chinese assistants, formed an attachment
for a heathen, and had, from necessity,
gone to live with him. All our efforts to
arrest the progress of the affair and pre-
vent the event failed. If she ever was a
child of God, we have only to pray and
labor that Satan may not succeed in ef-
fecting her eternal ruin. She has been
excluded from the church.

Another woman, the wife of a China-
man who once was an assistant, has many
things to contend with. May God be
merciful to her, and rescue her from the
snares of the arch enemy of souls.

Two Chinamen now employed in the
printing-office, and a young girl living in
our family, are expressing hopes that
they are Christians, and wish to be bap-
tized. May the Holy Spirit guide them
aright, and bring them to Jesus.

There are indications in the other mis-
sions, which are to us, equally with them,
sources of encouragement, and stimulate
our faith, prayers and efforts. May the
day, the long promised day of Israel soon
dawn, and illumine the darkness which
envelops the land. ‘

Preaching Tours,

During the year two extensive tours
have been made ;—one north, up the
Meinam river, up to several days’ jour-
ney beyond Nahhonsawan. This trip was
made in the month of November. We
had many opportunities for preaching,
distributing tracts, and personal conver-
sation with the people. A second tour
of nearly four weeks was made in April,
to Rabin and Nahhonyayek, along the
branches of the Bangpakong river. On
this occasion, also, many were the oppor-
tunities for preaching and personal con-
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versation, and the distribution of books.
By these modes of religious effort many
have the means of knowledge which other-
wise they never could obtain, and these
deposits of great principles and truths in
the minds of the masses must continually
mould public opinion, and be the basis of
national principles. May our merciful
Saviour make them effectual to the salva-
tion of many of this poor, perishing peo-
ple, who are now living without God and
without hope in this world, who are fet-
tered by the bonds of Satan, and who are
riveted to the most debasing of vices.

LETTER FROM MR. TELFORD.
doe o .
Chinese Department—Religious Exercises.

Morning and evening worship is held
in Chinese. On the Sabbath there is a
prayer meeting at 9 o’clock, A. M., fol-
lowed by a short discourse. At 104, read-
ing and exposition of the Scriptures by an
assistant. At 2,P. M., a prayer meeting
at the new worship room. The average
attendance at these exercises cannot fall
short of one hundred strangers.

Tours and Tract Distribution.

The missionary in the Chinese depart-
ment has been much occupied during the
year in collecting funds and completing
the worship rooms noticed in the last
report.* He has therefore been unable to
devote as much time as formerly to tour-
ing. Two of the outstations, however,
Lengkiachu and Phetchaburee, have been
visited twice. A tour, of fifteen days,
also, was made down the western coast of
the gulf, which afforded an opportunity
of making known the only true God, and
salvation through his Son to many vil-
lages never before visited by a missionary.

Tract distribution has been chiefly con-
fined to tours; consequently fewer books
have been distributed during the past
two years than formerly. This hasarisen,
however, partly from a lack of suitable
books, and partly from diminution in the
number of our assistants.

* See July Mag., 1859, p. 259.

Siam Mission. — Letter from Mr. Telford.
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Schools—The Church.

Mrs. Telford continues her small day-
school and her Sabbath morning class.

The statistics of the church are as fol-
lows. Died,one. Excluded,none. Ap-
plicants for baptism, four. Present
number of native members, twenty-nine.
One, if not two, of this number, we shall
doubtless be under the necessity of ex-
cluding; and others appear to be ina
sadly backslidden state.

Assistants—Worship Rooms.

Pe Soi, the old assistant, has continued
his labors, so far as his feeble health
would permit. He preaches once, some-
times twice on the Sabbath, and has been
able to spend a part of two or three days
of each week in conversing with those
who may call at the tract room. IHe has
spent two months at Lengkiachu out sta-
tion.

A Choi, the Siamo-Chinese young
man who gave us so much anxiety last
year,* by leaving his work and engaging
in secular business, is again at his post,
and laboring with a good degree of ac-
ceptance. At present he preaches twice
each Sabbath, and spends two or three
hours at the tract room nearly every day
of the week, conversing with those whom
he can induce to turn in and listen to his
Iessage.

A kind Providence has enabled us to
complete the second of the two buildings,
referred to in our last report. It was
opened for public worship June 17, 1859.

Thus far these houses have met our
most sanguine expectations. The con-
gregations do not diminish in numbers
and seem to increase in their attention to
what is said.

Entire cost of buildings $1,089. Of
this sum, $41.70 was contributed by the
native church members and two or three
of the native hearers; $40.77 were paid
by the mission for seats, tables, &c. The
remainder of this sum has been chiefly con-
tributed by the foreign community of
this place, to whom we feel greatly in-
debted.

* See April Mag.,.1859, p. 107.
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Review of the Year.

The statistics of the year, like most of
the reports from the Siamese Mission,
furnish but little that indicates positive
progress, or promises large returns. Yet
the year has been a year of mercies, and
not without signs of the Holy Spirit’s
presence. No missionary has been re-
moved by death, or afflicted by protracted
sickness. We have had unrestricted ac-
cess to all classes of people. The mission
has now two good houses of worship, and
we feel much encouraged by the good au-
diences of strangers that attend our Sab-
bath worship. Although we have not been
permitted to reap the fruits of the good
seed sown in this or in former years, yet
we cannot be so faithless as not to regard
the growing interest of a few, asa cause
for rejoicing and a stimulus to faith and
zeal in our work.

- Weare called to mourn over the declen-
sion and fall of some of our church mem-
bers ; but if it be but the separation of the
chaff from the wheat, it must result in
good rather than evil. We would there-
fore adopt the language of the Psalmist,
— ““Wait on the Lord, be of good cour-
age, and He shall strengthen thine
heart.”

—_—

TAVOY MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. CROSS. *
" Mr. Cross, having been prevented by the
state of his health from enduring much expos-
ure during the rainy season, remarks that he
has given his time and strength principally to
writing notes on the Seriptures for the use of
the native preachers and pupils in the school.
To this work he has been urged by the native
preachers, who have assured him that he could
do nothing which would, in their estimation,
help forward so much the great work among
the Karens.

Tavoy, Sept. 28, 1859.—Quala arrived
from Toungoo by the last steamer. He
has lost his wife there, and comes to bring
his orphan children to their grand-mother
in Metah. He intends to make a tour
through the jungles, and visit the churches
also about Pyeekhya, before he returns
to Toungoo.

Tavoy Mission. — Letter from Mr. Cross. 69

Inquirers South of Tavoy.

A spirit of inquiry and a disposition
to listen to the gospel has been awaken-
ed in a large district south of Tavoy.
This district has been utterly barren of
any interest till within a year or two,
and has been regarded by me as almost
hopeless. I have just received a letter
from a young man recently stationed in
this district, in which he speaks of a
number, and particularly of a number of
chiefs, who profess that they are convert-
ed and wish for schools among their peo-
ple. Quala intends to pass through this
region on his way to the South, and I
hope God will manifest his power among
this people.

The Work at Toungoo—Native Preachers.

After speaking of the desirableness of a
school at Toungoo, for the partial training of
native assistants, Mr. Cross adds—

The vast regions north and east of
Toungoo must be reached by the partially
educated men who will be raised up in
Toungoo, and the borders of this far off
and widely reaching field. These young
men will be prepared to act with resolu-
tion and success, though they have not
been so technically educated as they
might otherwise be ; and yet the elements
of Christian truth and history must be
imparted to them in some way, before
they can impart the same to others.

Mr. Cross intimates that the climate of Ta-
voy, on account of its dampness, is less favor-
able to his health than a dryer region; and
that his removal to higher ground might,
perhaps, obviate the necessity of a journey
home. At the same time, suggesting that
the station should not be left vacant, he says:

This field is not yet able to do without
the presence of a missionary; and, indeed,
if both Tavoy and Mergui had missiona-
ries, it would not be more than we ought
to undertake for the people. But at least
we ought not to think of giving up the
field yet to the sole care of the natives.
They are good men and many of them
wise men ; but they ought to have some
one also to tell them how they ought to
conduct themselves in the church of God.
I do not think that all would come to

1
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The second is a young person of eight-
een years of age, the daughter of the old
man above mentioned. They both owe
their conversion, under God, to the faith
fulness of one of our sisters, the old man’s
wife. She became a member of the church
a few years ago, but I can testify in all
truth that since that time she has not

“ceased to exhort and pray for her numer-
ous family. . '

The third candidate is a young lady of
twenty years, the first of a new Catholic
family to whom I have introduced the
gospel in connection with one of our sis-
ters. The mother of this family is also
converted, as we believe, but was unable
to be baptized on the Sabbath, being en-
gaged in watching over a son of fifteen
years, who is dying of consumption, but
in the precious faith of the gospel.

I anticipate the joy of administering
baptism to others shortly.

In P— , we have many reasons for
encouragement,and God blesses his Word
in the midst of us.

———

DELAWARE MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. PRATT.

Retrospect—The Shawanoes.

Quindaro, K. T., Jan. 2, 1860.— We
are at this time just entering on a new
year. Looking back on the past, I am
grieved that so little appears as the result
of our labor among this people. I strive
to keep in mind that we are not simply
conducting a school as a businecs, but
with the view to save souls. We endeavor
to have all our efforts governed by this
consideration. And yet, our number of
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communicants has not been increased by
the addition of recently converted men or
women. We teach, and explain the gos-
pel in school ; we have regular and well
attended meetings on the Sabbath and on
other occasions. Frequently we are en-
couraged by indications of good among
our scholars and the congregation ; and
we feel confident, from present appear-
ances, and the sure promises of God, that
souls will be converted, and thereby his
name glorified.

My time is mostly spent among the
people, visiting the sick, endeavoring in
all places to incline them favorably to-
wazxd our religion, our Saviour. My ac-
quaintance, from a long residence with
the Indians, isextensive ; and I am every-
where received with the utmost kindness,
and they come to me for.advice in every
time of difficulty.

A recent visit has given me much sat-
isfaction as to the influence of the gospel
among the Shawanoes. We have there
some most worthy members, of both
sexes. Although not enjoying the regu-
lar Sabbath services of a congregation,
they are accustomed to family worship,
and meet frequently for prayer and mu-
tual encouragement. The Home Mis-
sionary Society now have a minister lo-
cated on their lands, and their interests
will, for the future, be more carefully
looked after.

The school among the Delawares, for the
term extending from July 1 to Deec. 31, 1859,
numbered 65 scholars; boys, 38; girls, 27.
Average attendance, 55. Their ages are from
six to fourteen. The studies pursued are read-
ing, writing, spelling, geography, arithmetic,
definitions, grammar and composition.

MISCELLANY.

HISTORY OF A SIAMESE CONVERT.

The following ‘interesting account is from
the pen of Rev. Mr. House, a missionary of
the American Presbyterian Board at Bangkok,
in Siam. The gospel in that city had achieved
its triumphs hitherto chiefly among the Chi-
nese population, residing there temporarily for
purposes of trade. As one of the native Siam-

| ese has had strength and grace thus to come
out from the people and show himself on the
Lord’s side, every Christian heart will pray
that he may be sustained and ypreserved, and
that many more may follow in his steps.
Bangkok, September 2, 1859.—The
first Sabbath in August was to usall &
day of great interegt and privilege. I
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was then permitted  éceive fo the com--
munion of our little church here; by the

ordinance of Christian ‘baptism, a Siam-

esé, Who, not only on his exainination,:
but by several month§ of consistent walk -

and conversatmn, had given us satisfac-
tory évidence that a work of grace had
been wrought in ‘his heart. What gave
unugual intefest to the occasion, was the
fact that he'is the only male Siamese now
openly professing Chnstxa.mty, and the
first, during the present reign, liberal as
it is, who has ‘a8 yet ventured to leave
the religion of his’ fathers.

Nai Chune, of' whose good' profession
before many witnésses I am speaking, is
a respectable, well educated -Siamese,
about thirty-nine yéars of age, intelligent
and courteous, serious and thoughtful in
his deportment. He passed eight years
of his life in the Buddhist priesthood, in
one‘of the prineipal wats, or monasteries
of the.city. A taste for chemistry led

him ther to make my acquaintance, and:

he continued ‘@h occasional visitor till
soirie five’ years ‘ago; when he laid aside

the yellow robes of the priesthood, and’
He soon after

returned to’ common life.
married, and the acquaintance was not
resumed till about the time ‘of our re-
moval to'our new premises, when, finding
we were to becoine his' near neighbors,
he made a friendly call. Then and on
subsequent visits, Christian books were
given him,-and the: truth and:excellence
of ‘our religion urged upon him. To the

proofs -and - illustrations ‘of the existence:
and wisdom of a-Creator he listened with
eager mteresi:‘ Tndeed he seemed, as' T

' txme, almost too Wllhng'

to be convinced ; and, past experience hav-
ing made me perhaps over cautious, T at-
tributed to some interested motive what,
I am now constrained to believe, was the
genuine;work of -the Spirit of God, open-
“his heart to. receive the truth. Mr,
Mattoon thought somewhat better of his
sincerity than I did, and t6 him he after-
wards became much attachéd.
He soon became a regular attendant
pon-our Sabbath preaching service ; and
was not long hefore, being convinced

[Ma’fcﬁi

by a‘sermon of Mr. Mattoon’s on the sin
and folly of idolatry, he at once renbunc-
ed his idols, and ceased, I believe, to give
rice to’ the prlests who, i all’ these
Buddhist countries, every morning go
from house 10" house to receive the alms
of the people. He-also abandoned gam-
blinig - and’ other sinful habits, to which
this people almost universally are addict-
ed. About this time he commenced
praying 40 his ¢« Father in heaven,”” es-
pecially in time of perplexityand trouble;
and what, in‘a Sidmese, was the strangest
of all, he hesitated not to avow cpenly to
his neighbots and " friends, both high and
16w, his belief in the truth of Christian-
ity, seemingly indifferent  to ‘the conse-
quences, . )

The ¢ powers of the world ‘to come”
musb surely have been realized by him,
to have given him the moral courage for.
this. Indeed he seems early to have be-
come ‘impressed with & sense of the un-
certainty of life, and of ‘the” ‘vanity of
earthly things. He said to me once,’
¢ What is this life, and what are all
things here? Die I must—and when?
Do I know? ~And’then what profit will
these things be to me ?”’

At another time I was atbemptmg to
prove to him the superior credlblllty of
our relxgxon, when he cut shoit my argu-
ment by saying, ‘ Doctor, 1 have ‘tried
Buddhism, and what benefit has it heen
tome [splntua.lly] ? T have thrown away
a large part of my life studymg 1t but I
wasa child then, I did not kriow.’

“To a priest, an old friend” of lns, who_

.tned to dlssua.de h1m from Ieavmor the Te-

all about your rehglon Formelly I was
like ‘onié who had been carrying on my

:ghoulder = ‘great weight of what I sup-

posed was rice, and which I had been at
great pains to collect. 1 was very weaxry
under my burden, and when at night,
faint and hungry, I would have cooked
my rice. and satisfied my hunger, lo? it
proved to be nothing but chaff, with not.
a single grain of rice in the whole.”
.And to one who tried to frighten him
from his purpose of becoming a Christian
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mountains from the Sitang to the Red
Karen country, and extending northward
into the Shan states. During my late
visit to the capital of Western Karenee, I
met with a party of this tribe from their
eastern border, as this Christian village
is on the western—and I found their lan-
guage to be still more Pwo than those on
the west, but with an F-in their dialeet,
and one or two other sounds peculiar to the
Mopgha ; so that they not only proved
themselves to be a Pwo tribe, but also a
connecting link by which they unite the
Mopgha with the Pwo. They will re-
quire a few small books in their own sub-
dialect ; but the Pwo version may be
easily so modified as to adapt it to all,
and one Bible will serve for both the
southern and northern Pwos, unless sec-
tional partialities and party diversions
prevail. Judging from the previous his-
tory of the Pwo version, they probably
will, and the churches will have two Pwo
versions to pay for. ‘

On the west, the people have an indis-
tinct tradition of having been originally
located near the city of Thatung, which
has been in ruins a thousand years. On
the east, they told me their fathers said.
they were formerly associated with the
Sgaus, but they quarrelled, fought and
separated. At present all the Bghai
tribes are between them. The Pakus of
southern Toungoo speak Sgau with many
Pwo idioms. They account for it by say-
ing that their lands were formerly inhab-
ited by Pwos, but their ancestors came
and drove them out of the country. The
Mopghas regard themselves as the rem-
nant of a much larger tribe that was re-
duced by wars. All these traditions
point one way, and go far to confirm
each other.

Thus it would appear that there is an
unbroken belt of Sgau speaking tribes
from the Irrawadi to the Meinam, in the
latitude of southern Toungoo. North of”
these there is a band of Bghais exclu-
sively, from the Sitang to the Salwen;
and north of the British provinces, all
the Karens of whose language we know
anything speak a Pwo dialect. What

Siam Mission. — Letter from Mrs. Telford.
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we shall find beyond these, it is not
within the limits of possibility to con-
jecture. Perhaps, Sgauagain. We know
that north of the pant wearing Bghais
and northern Pwos, are Karen tribes that
wear tunics and frocks, like the Karens
of Pegu and the Tenasserim provinces.

T append the statistics of Toungoo at
this date, as reported at the two Associa-
tions. The Christian families were count-
ed out from the actual census of several
villages which gave 7. 6 souls to a fam-
- Statistics of Toungoo.

Associations, 2; churches, 77 ; ordained
native ministers, 3 ; unordained preachers
and teachers, 134; stations, 134; bap-
tized last associational year, 1,096 ; dis-
missed, 101 ; received, 91 ; excluded, 8;
suspended, 54 ; restored, 51 ; died, 108 ;
present number, 3,628; schools, 134 ;
pupils in school, 2.232; Christian fami-
lies, 3,364 ; estimated Christian popula-
tion, 26,079 ; Native Education Society,
embracing 82 chiefs, 1.

—_—

SIAM MISSION.
LETTER FROM MRS. TELFORD.
The Goncert of Prayer at Bangkok,

Bangkok, Jan. 28, 1860.—The concert
of prayer which has just closed,* has been
very interesting. It was continued seven
days, alternating at the different mission
stations. Each afternoon we had two
services, one in English for ourselves, and
ong in Siamese. As we are the only mis-
sionaries to the Chinese, we had a meet-
ing for the Chinese every forenoon, and
we trust some good has been the result.
Five of our own family, we think, are se-
riously impressed with the importance of
seeking the salvation of their souls. We
feel deeply for these persons. Qur prayer
is that they may repent and be truly con-
verted, cast away their idol gods, and
worship the true and living God.

* The allusion is to the Concert of Prayer
in Jan., 1860, proposed by the Lodiana Pres-
byterian Mission in Northern Indis, in a
printed circular, and very extensively observ-
ed in every part of the world, both in Chris-
tian countries and at mission stations.
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Interest in the Gospel.

A few natives at each mission are inter-
ested in this all important subject. Some
are indulging a hope, others arc inquir-
ing more and more in regard to the doc-
trines we teach. We cannot but hope
that a brighter day is dawning upon dark
Siam. God’s Spirit seems to be affecting
the hearts of these people. O that the
day may soon come, when the king upon
his throne may, tremble in view of his sins
and those of his people. When our faith

- is strong in God, we do believe that time
is near at hand. During our tours the
past season, we thought there was a per-
ceptible change in regard to the manner
in which the Chinamen received us, and
the interest which they manifested in the
gospel. In most instances we were cor-
dially received, and listened to attentively.
But without God we can do nothing. If
his Spirit descend, none can resist ; if it is
withheld, our efforts are in vain. We
long to see his Spirit as powerfully dis-
played as it has been in our own native
land and Ireland.

The little school, of which I have had
charge since our dear sister Ashmore left
us, has dwindled down to three pupils. A
dark cloud is now resting upon it ; but we
donot despise the day of small things. If
we did, we should long since have been
discouraged ; for a lady in the Chinese
department, if her desires are ever so
great, has but little to do, as there are no
pure Chinese women and children in

" Siam. All we claim to have a right
to do, is to labor for the wives and chil-
dren of our church members. Whereas,
on the other hand, those in the Siamese
department have all Siam before them.
But what I do I would do effectually, and

“with a single eye to the glory of God.

Last Sabbath, while Mr. Telford was
preaching in Chinese, an unusual degree
of solemnity pervaded the congregation.
We beg an interest in your prayers, that
our labors may not be in vain in the Lord.

Additions to the Charech.

Bangkok, Feb. 10, 1860.—We had an
ad dition of seven to our little church last

Ningpo Mission.— Letter from Mr. Lord.
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Sabbath, —tiwo Chinese, one Siamese
man, one boy and ‘three girls. On the
same day four promising young Siamese
men were added to the mission of the
American Missionary Association, under
Dr. D. B. Bradley. There has been con-
siderable interest also in the Presbyterian
Mission. Two profess conversion.

We would thank God for these tokens
of his presence, and pray that they may
be but as drops before a more plentiful
shower. ’

—_——
NINGPO MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. LORD.
Death of Mrs. Lord.*

Ningpo, Feb. 2.—My dear companion .
died as she had lived, calm and peaceful,
withno darkness, no fear, noanxiety. <So
far as concerns myself,’’ she said, ‘¢ I feel
that all is well. My only regret is that I
must leave you and my dear children be-
hind, to an inheritance of sorrow and
suffering in this world of sin. O, could
I enfold you and my babes in my arms
and bear you up with me to the bosom of
my Saviour, how joyfully would I go.
But,”” she added, ¢“do not sorrow; we
shall be separated only a little while.
‘When you shall have toiled and suffered
a little longer, we shall, I trust, be re-
united, to join our loved ones who have
gone before, and our dear children who
may follow, in our heavenly home. O,
will not that be a joyful meeting? Your
burden, I know, will be heavy, and your
path, for a time, may seem dark. You
have had many trials, and to aid you in
bearing them I have been the more anx-
ious to be spared to you. But you have
a better Friend than I could be. Look
to Him. He will sustain you and com-
fort you. I know the conflict is severe.
But the end will come—a blessed, glori-
ous end.”

* Mr. and Mrs, Lord sailed from New York,
in the ¢ Ellen Foster,” Dec. 10, 1853, in com-
pany with Mr. and Mrs. Knowlton, and
reached Ningpo early in June, 1854. The
health of Mrs. L. began to fail soon after her
arrival. She died Jan. 26, 1860, of inflam-

mation of the lungs, after an illness of a few
days.
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thinking, education and preferences, they are everywhere received without suspicion
or aversion. No hardships are involved in their living as the people live ; the cost of
their support is but about one-twentieth of that of the white miesionary. They have
the most intimate knowledge of the language, religion, prejudices and superstitions
of the people. For this and other reasons they possess many of the most important
qualifications of a missionary.

But they are children in the knowledge of God’s word—ignorant of history and
of the state of the world, and quite unprepared to encounter some of their hearers in

.doctrinal argament. They possess a Bible and some tracts, and must, without hu-
man aid, draw thence all their stores for the preaching of the gospel. Such advan-
tages are sufficient to make them mighty through God in the conversion of souls;
but are insufficient to qualify them to organize, instruet, guide, and build up in all
holy truth such as are brought into the kingdom of God.

To give them opportunities for the systematic study of the great code of God, the
acquirement of clear rules for the interpretation of Scripture, and the evidences of
inspiration, is our obvious duty.

The Committee highly approve of that mode of uniting theory and practice which
has 8o far marked the labor of the missionaries in this behalf, by keeping young
ministers in school during the rains, and dispersing them as evangelists in the trav-
elling season. We heartily approve, also, of the English language being taught, in
connection with theological studies, to such of the native assistants as give promise
of making it serviceable to themselves or to the great work of elevating and evangel-
izing their countrymen. Many years must elapse before the numerous languages in
Burmah, Siam, &c., will contain any considerable number of either doctrinal or
practical theological books. Never will there be translated and printed in those lan-
‘guages, a thousandth part of the precious religious literature of the English language.
To teach a young minister English, is to open to him the literary treasures of the
church.

Rev. E. E. Cummings, of N. H., Chairman of the Committee on
the Siam and China Missions, presented a report, which was adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee on the Siam and China Missions find much to awaken gratitude
to God in view of the past, and sufficient ground of encouragement for increased
effort in the future.

The Siam Mission, which has its seat of operations at Bangkok, embraces two de-
partments ; one is devoted exclusively to the Siamese, and the other to Chinamen
who have their residence in the empire. The harvest gathered in by missionary
labor has not been so abundant here as in some other fields; yet the fact that our
brethren meet with no opposition, and enjoy even the toleration of the king, should
furnish ground of encouragement to prosecute the good work with increased vigor,
in hope that ere long the kingdom of Siam will be given to the great Redeemer as a
part of his inberitance.

Your Committee would urge that special attention be directed to the missions es-
tablished in China, and the prospects which are now held out to plant the gospel in
that vast empire. Never, we think, in the history of missions, has God so signally
indicated by his Providence his designs of mercy toward any people, as those which
are now manifest in regard to China. In the wars and commotions with which the
empire has been visited, God has made even the wrath of man to praise him.

Your Committee cannot resist the conviction that this great and effectual door into
China should be entered by a large increase of laborers, and the already whitened
harvest should be speedily gathered in.* It appears to your Committee that the Bap-
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tists in America are especially called upon to furnish the men and the means for the
subjugation of the millions of China to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev. W. C. Richards, of R. I., Chairman of the Committee on Obitua-
ries, reported, and the report was adopted. Prayer was offered by Rev.
E. Going, O. - '

. REPORT.

The Committee on Obituaries beg leave to report as follows :
‘While we cannot hear of the departure from this scene of t6il of a single mission-
- ary or co-laborer with us in the great work of missions, without experiencing un-
feigned sorrow in our loss and that of the cause, as well as in the sundering of ties
of Christian friendship, we eannot, at the same time, fail to find precious consolation
for our sadness in the thought that our fellow laborers die where we ourselves hope
to lie down in the last earthly silence, on the field of toil, girded for the work, weary,
and, it may be, wasted in it, while yet not weary of it. Of all such it is divinely
written, ¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith
the Spirit, for they rest from their labors and their works do follow them.”

This, we doubt not, is the inspired epitaph of the two assistant missionaries and
one associate of our Board, whose decease is reported to you by your Executive Com-
mittee.

The first of these to go hence forever, was Mrs. C. S. Ward, of the Assam Mission,
who ten years ago went out to her life-work in company with her husband and a
large number of earnest missionaries. For six years she toiled faithfully in Gowahati,
and at the end of that period was compelled, by failing health, to return to her native
land, where the stroke of the destroyer was delayed, but not averted. She died in
November last, at the age of thirty-five years.

Another devoted woman, Mrs. Lord, attached to the Ningpo Mission, died at her
Post in January of the present year. She also was for about six years in the field ;
but her health was impaired from the first. She left a loving hushand to deplore his
loss, and five children, as a legacy of sweet but heavy care for his heart and hands.

The only death in the Board is that of Dea. George Read, of Conn., of whom no
more need be said than what your Executive Committee report, that ¢ he was a good
man and a lover of all good works.” With this character we may well trust that
_he has ¢ laid aside his armor and entered into rest;’’ while the church below and
the church above unite in singing of him and of our departed sisters also—

¢ Servants of God well done,
Rest from your loved employ;
The battle fought, the victory won,
Enter your Master’s joy.”

Here the prescribed duty of your Committee is finished, in referring to the death
of missionaries and members of the Board only. But we are fain to make an excep-
tion to custom in noticing the death of a veteran soldier of Christ an a life long ad-
vocate of our missionary work, which has recently occurred. We record here the
venerable and venerated name of Archibald Maclay, with the confidence that there
will be an echo of approval and a verdict of fitness from every heart. At the age of
eighty-two years, this beloved servant of Christ and the churches has passed from
grace to glory, leaving his name for a household memory, and his saintliness of char-
acter for our holy emulation. May the mantle of this gospel Elijah descend and rest
upon us.

Your Committee desire to feel themselves, and to commend earnestly to the con-
sciences of their brethren, the admonition to increased fidelity of heart and hand,

. and true preparedness for the final sumtons hence, which is conveyed to us all in
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remote, and offering the bread of life to the teeming population, — a
kind of labor which promises the best results, and for which the
Union cannot afford too much encouragement. The hearts of our
brethren are set on it, and they seem ready for any effort and any
sacrifice incident to its vigorous and successful prosecution. Millions
of souls around them need the waters of salvation, and must drink
or die.

To this brief statement, it may be added that measures are in
progress by which the mission will be favored with another com-
pound and buildings, constituting a new centre of Christian influence,
remote from the present, and yet sufficiently near to secure all the
advantages of united counsels and vigorous co-operation.

SIAM MISSION.

BANGKOK.—Siamese Department.—Rev. S. J. and Mrs. SMI1TH.

Chinese Department.—Rev. R. and Mrs. TELFORD.

Native assistants.—Pe Soi and 4 Chot.

OvTtsraTioNs,—Lengkiachu, Bangckang, &c.

God has been very merciful in sparing the lives and giving unin-
terrupted health to each of the members of the mission. There are
no restrictions to travelling, preaching, and an extensive promulga-
tion of the gospel, while everything urges the duty of an immediate
increase of the laborers.

SIAMESE DEPARTMENT.

Religious services.—The usual morning and evening religious exer-
cises are attended by the workmen in the printing office, domestics,
and school children connected with the missionary’s family. At 9
o’clock, A. M., every Sabbath, Mr. Smith preaches at the Wat Ko
meeting-house to good audiences, composed of strangers and resi-
dents of Bangkok. At 103 A. M., he preaches again at the new
building, near the mission premises, to an audience made up of school
children, domestics, laborers in the printing oﬁice, and others from
the town. Three Sabbaths out of SIX, a service is held at 1 o’clock,
P. M., in the same place; the remaining three Sabbaths, a sermon is
preached at Mr. Chandler’s house, two miles distant. At these
several meetings, not less than from one hundred and fifty to two
hundred hear the gospel every Lord’'s day. These services are ac-
companied by a regular Bible class, under the direction of Mrs.
Smith, and the distribution of tracts.

Preaching tours—During the year, two extensive excursions into
the interior have been made by Mr. Smith; one in November, the
other in April, during which he improved many opportunities for
preaching, distributing books, and conversing with the people.

Printing.—The printing office, type foundry, and bindery have
been kept in operation the whole year, from funds furnished by the
American Bible Union, the American Tract Society, and the avails
of job work. Besides the different books of the New Testament,
several tracts and small volumes, such as “ Golden Balance,” “ New
Birth,” &c. &c., have been issued, to the number, in all, of twenty-two
thousand seven hundred and eighty volumes, (mostly tracts of twelve
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pages,) and eight hundred forty-five thousand six hundred and eighty
pages.

Schools.—Mrs. Smith has continued her school, which comprises
some twenty of the sons of distinguished natives, and numbers, in
all, sixty-six pupils. The Bible and strictly religious works are the
principal text-books. Every Saturday she has special prayer
with her pupils, and on Tuesday, of each week, holds a female prayer
meeting for the benefit of the female members of the church, and
the girls connected with the schools. .

In the Magazine for March, a fuller account of labors in this de-
partment may be seen, from the pen of Mr. Smith.

CHINESE DEPARTMENT.

Religious services. — Morning and evening worship is held in
Chinese. On the Sabbath there is a prayer meeting at 9 o’clock,
A. M., followed by a short discourse. At 10§ reading and exposition
of the Scriptures, by an assistant. At 2 P. M., & prayer meeting at
the new worship room. The average attendance at these exercises
cannot fall short of one hundred strangers.

Native assistants. — Pe Soi, the old assistant, has continued his
labors, so far as his feeble health would permit. He preaches once,
sometimes twice, on the Sabbath, and has been able to spend a part
of two or three days of each week in conversing with those who may
call at the tract room. He has spent two months at Lengkiachu
outstation. .

A Choi, the Siamo-Chinese young man, who gave us so much
anxiety last year by leaving his work and engaging in secular busi-
ness, is again at his post, and Jaboring with a good degree of ac-
ceptance. At present he preaches twice each Sabbath, and spends
two or three hours at the tract room nearly every day of the week,
conversing with those whom he can induce to turn in and listen o
his message. _

The church — Schools. — Mrs. Telford continues her small day-
school, and her Sabbath morning-class.

The statistics of the church are as follows: Died, one. Excluded,
none. Applicants for baptism, four. Present number of native
members, twenty-nine. One, if not two, of this number, we shall
doubtless be under the necessity of excluding; and others appear to
be in a sadly backslidden state.

Tours. — The missionary in the Chinese department has been
much occupied during the year in collecting funds and completing
the worship rooms noticed in the last report. He has therefore
been unable to devote as much time as formerly to touring. Two of
the outstations, however, Lengkiachu and Phetchaburee, have been
visited twice. A tour of fifteen days, also, was made down the
western coast of the gulf, which afforded an opportunity of making
known the only true God, and salvation through his Son, to many
villages never before visited by a missionary. ,

Tract distribation has been chiefly confined to tours; consequently
fewer books have been distributed during the past two years than
formerly. This has arisen, however, partly from a lack of suitable
books, and partly from diminution in the number of our assistants.
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Houses of worship.—A kind Providence has enabled us to complete
the second of the two buildings referred to in our last report. It
was opened for public worship June 17, 1859.

Thus far these houses have met our most sanguine expectations.
The congregations do not diminish in numbers, and seem to increase
in their attention to what is said.

Entire cost of buildings, $1,089. Of this sum, $41.70 was con-
tributed by the native church-members and two or three of the
native hearers; $40.77 was paid by the mission for seats, tables,
&c. The remainder of this sum has been chiefly contributed by the
foreign community of this place, to whom we feel greatly indebted.

The mission has now two good houses of worship, and we feel
much encouraged by the good audiences of strangers that attend our
Sabbath worship. Although we have not been permitted to reap the
fruits of the good seed sown in this or in former years, yet we can-
not be so faithless as not to regard the growing interest of a few, as
a cause of rejoicing, and a stimulus to faith and zeal in our work.

In transmitting the last schedule of appropriations, the Secretary
was directed to inform the members of the Siam Mission of the
earnest wish of the Executive Committee, that they should “inquire
and report at an early day, whether the time has not arrived when
the Siamese and Chinese departments of the mission should be
placed each on a separate and independent basis; and when an
attempt should be made to gather a church composed solely of Siam-
ese.” The first converts baptized at Bangkok were Chinamen, and
the strength and efficiency of the church have ever been derived from
persons of that nation. In fact, the number of purely Siamese con-
verts has been very small. These facts have urged the inquiry upon
the minds of the Committee, whether there may not be some defect
in our modes of working, and whether some change ought not to be
effected that shall direct our efforts more fully, and perhaps exclu-
sively, to the natives of the country. Missionary operations in Siam,
it seems to them, ought to have a chief bearing on the evangeliza-
tion of the Siamese, and hence the action above referred to.

The letters of the missionaries in response to the inquiries of the
Executive Committee are herewith submitted, and claim the particu-
lar attention of the Union and the Board.

HONGKONG MISSION.

Hoxerone.—Rev. J. W. JonnsoN and wife, Rev. WiLLIAM AsHMORE, Rev. HENRY A. SAw-
TELLE and wife.

Native assistant.—A4 Tue.

OursraTioNs.— Tung-chiu, Chek-chu, &e.

Mr. Johnson and Mr. Sawtelle, with their wives, all in good health,
arrived at Hongkong on the 24th of December last, in seventy-nine
days from New York, having spent ten of them at San Francisco,
California, where they received every attention from the members
of the First Baptist Church, Rev. Mr. Cheney, pastor.

The mission has been under the sole care of Mr. Ashmore. ¢ The
year,” he writes, “ has been marked by nothing of special impor-
tance. I have been in Hongkong, pursuing the even tenor of my
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This church has greatly interested me.
As I sat and saw the pastor, deacons,
men, women, young men and young wo-
men enter the chapel, I no longer seemed
to be in a heathen land, but among intel-
ligent Christian men and women of New
England. I realized there in Byuyah,
what Paul so much desired in contem-
plating a visit to Rome, ¢ That I may be
comforted together with you by the mu-
tual faith both of you and me.”” Rom.
1:12.

Sabbath Schools Supporting Pastors.

At Tha-han-tha-byue, I found a new
church, with a good preacher, Tooyai.
There are here about twenty Christians.
The Sabbath school connected with the
Somerville Baptist church, New Jersey,
supports this preacher. He needs their
support, for the members are extremely
poor. That Sabbath school is thus feed-
ing the lambs of Christ’s flock and preach-
ing the gospel to the heathen, while they
themselves remain in their own homes.
For the good of Sabbath schools and
churches at home, as well as for the sake
of the heathen, I would that many Sab-
bath schools would support or aid in sup-
porting other preachers. How it would
relieve us of anxiety, were we permitted
to feel that this and that man is provided
for, until their churches can do all for
them which they need.

In Laming, I found a delightful state
of things—all alive in Christ—and ten
put on Christ by baptism.

—_—

MISSION TO SIAM.
LETTER FROM MR. SMITH.
Baptisms—Death of a Siamese Christian,
Bangkok, Siam, April 23, 1860.—1
hasten to communicate a sad item of in-
telligence. The first Sunday of February
was a day of rejoicing in God’s goodness.
Seven persons were baptized and admit-
ted to church membership. The first
Sunday in April, too, wasa pleasant day ;
one person was baptized and received
into the church.

Mission to Siam.— Letter from Mr. Smith.
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Of the seven persons baptized in Febru-
ary, one was a young Siamese man, of
much promise. -He gave good evidence
of love to Jesus; and, during his short
connection with the church, took an ac-
tive part in all that pertained to the ex-
tension of Christ’s kingdom on earth,and
we were indulging the fond hope, that
he would at no distant day be-an invalu-
able promoter of Christianity among his
own people. Our gracious Master in
heaven gave him to uslong emough to
show what He can do for the Siamese,
and to stimulate our faith and our efforts.
May He give us many more tokens of his
presence, his love, his willingness and his
power to save.

A few days ago our young brother Thaung
complained of fever and diarrhcea ; but
being a young man of very regular habits,
and possessing a stout constitution, no one
entertained any serious apprehensions.
Just as I was on the eve of leaving home
to conduct the morning services at our
chapel at Wat Ko yesterday, I received
a note from sister Chandler stating that
our young brother was in the last stages
of cholera ; and in the midst of my second
service in the chapel in the rear of the
British Consulate, another note informed
me that he was asleep in Jesus, and re-
quested me to make the necessary arrange-
ments for his interment in the native
churchyard.

“Yesterday afternoon at five o’clock, we
paid the last sad tokens of respect to his
remains, and committed his body in trust
to its mother earth,'to be raised again an
incorruptible body at the coming of our
Lord Jesus.

We needed his services here on earth.
The little church also needed him much.
Mrs. Chandler, too, had special need of
him, as br. Chandler had left him as sis-
ter Chandler’s principal reliance during
his temporary absence in the United
States. The brother’s Christian wife and
his young son needed him ; but our dear
Saviour,needed him above and has taken
bim hence, and we can only meekly say
in the sweet language which Scripture
has provided for us, ¢ The Lord gave,
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and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed
be the name of the Lord.”’ ¢ Even so,
Father, for so it scemeth good in thy
sight.”” Qur loss is his gain, and He
who in mysterious mercy has taken him
away, will be infinitely more to the bereft,
than he possibly could have been. May
our Saviour in great mercy and condescen-
sion give to the little church here many
like him. May He fulfil his gracious
promises to the Christian widow and the
fatherless little boy, and make good to
dear sister Chandler, all that he possibly
could have done for her, in her temporary
loneliness.
The Cholera in Bangkok.

The fearful ravages of the chblera are
not apparently very extensive in Bangkok,
at present, though rumor says it is so at
Phetchaburi. The mate of a Danish ves-
sel, whom I buried not long since, is the
only instance of a white person having
died of it that has come to my knowl-
edge.

——

NINGPO MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON.
Effort for seamen at Ningpo.

Ningpo, May, 1, 1860.—During the
last two months, my time has been some-
what occupied with fitting up a vessel for
a Sailor’s Bethel. During the week of
prayer in January last, the case of for-
eigners who frequent this port was taken
into considerativn; and a committee of
four, including myself, was appointed to
ascertain the number of this class of per-
sons, and what could be done for their
spiritual good.

It was ascertained that during the past
year, there were over two hundred arri-
vals of vessels, and that there are ahout
sixty persons who are engaged most of the
time on coasting vessels, but make their
home chiefly at this port. Through the
liberality of a merchant here, who pre-
sented to the missionary community a
schooner, we were able at once to set
about transforming it into a mariner’s
Bethel, and it is now nearly completed.

Ningpo Mission. — Letter from Mr. Knowlton.
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The class for whom this work of henev-
olence is heing done, is, here in the East,
more depraved and hopeless than the gen-
erality of the same class at home; for
most of them are runaways from vessels,
and many of them are more or less en-
gaged in piracy. All the missionaries
here felt that something should be done
for them, that the means of grace should
be put within their reach ; and, with the
blessing of God, we hope the effort will
not be in vain. Tt will at least show the
natives that we are not unmindful of the
spiritual needs of our own countrymen,
and will serve to strengthen their confi-
dence in the disinterestedness of our mo-
tives.

The Opium Traific.

The influence which dissolute foreign-
ers exert upon the Chinese and our work,
is very had. Their conduct disgraces all
foreigners in the eyes of the people. Opi-
um-selling does the same on a much wider
scale, and constitutes one of the most se-
rious obstacles to the progress of the gos-
pel. The country, in being opened to
Christianity, is at the same time opened
to opium, and the traffic in this baneful
drug is rapidly increasing. An opium
house, composed entirely of Jews, has its
centre of operationsat Shanghai, and has
recently opened a house at Ningpo, under
the superintendence of one of their num-
ber. During the year 1859, there were
sold, in all, 2,305 chests at Ningpo alone,
for an aggregate of 1,017,000 taels, equal
to 1,356,000 Mexican dollars! And
Ningpo, I suppose, does the smallest
amount of business in this line, of all the
open ports.

This is a most gigantic evil, that de-
mands the moral influence of the Chris-
tian world to he brought immediately to
hear against it. “This monster wrong is
every day assuming more hideous propor-
tions. Every day opium dens, and opium
victims are increasing.  Every year a

"larger amount of the rich lands of India,

that should he devoted to useful produc-
tions, is laid under tribute to feed this foul
stream, that carries poverty, vice, and
physical and moral ruin wherever it goes.
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article of clothingon. There are villages
almost in sight, where the most cruel in-
ternecine strife hasbeen for monthsraging;
the victors feasting, after a successful
foray, upon the roasted hearts of their
slain enemjes. A foreigner, who had in-
curred the hatred of some Chinese on this
island, was recently murdered in open
day, not far from where we live. A
Jesuit priest last week was taken by
pirates in the very harbor here, and ob-
tained his liberty only by the payment of
a large ransom. I have not yet heard
the particulars; but hear that he was
very badly treated. But here is our field;
here we are to labor. The Lord is our
shield. Among this people, now ¢‘hate-
ful and hating one another,’”” are his
¢¢ chosen ones.”” And He is with us,
‘¢ to search and to seek them out;’’ and
nothing can harm us that will not con-
tribute to this object. And if this be se-
cured, and Christ be magnified, it is but
of little consequence to us, ¢¢ whether it
be by life or by death.”” Wearehis, and,
blessed be his name, He knows what to do
with his own.

Cheering Promise of the Work.

Since we came here, we have had much
every way to encourage and cheer us.
Both our week day and Sunday services
have been well attended. Mrs. Johnson
has daily a large gathering of females,
some of them, indeed, from among the
most degraded, but many of them respect-
able women. She has established a reg-
ular service twice a week for them, re-
ceiving important assistance from the wife
of A Tui, our oldest assistant, and from
Sin Hi, Mrs. Johnson’s eldest pupil, who
is also a member of the church, and seems
to have entered very earnestly into the
work among the females here.

I have had several visitors from far dis-
tant places, two from the chief city of the
Department, Chau-chau-fu, (where A
Sun and Are were imprisoned in 1856),
who had heard the gospel from the assist-

ants. Some of these men seemed earnest- .

ly inquiring for the truth. In every place
where I have been, T have found pleasing

Hongkong Mission. — Letters from Mr. Johnson.

411

evidence of the fidelity of these brethren.
They have done the work which they went
forth to do, and have scattered much of
the precious seed of the kingdom all over
these hills and through these valleys. I
have three with me, and one remains at
Hongkong with br. Sawtelle. The breth-
ren seem very much quickened, and are
entering heartily into their work. Pray
for them, and I would entreat most earn-
estly the prayers of all God’s people for
them and for us all. I feel that we have
entered upon the most important period
in our history.

Aged Converts from Siam.

‘We have enjoyed a special refreshing:
in the visit of three aged brethren, form-
erly connected with the chureh in Siam.
They were baptized by Messrs. Dean and
Go2dard, one, twenty, the othexs, eighteen.
years ago ; Yong Peh and Pit-hia by br.
Goddard; A Henz, by br. Dean. Yong
Peh and Pit-hia returned to China about.
eleven years ago. A Henz still occasion~
ally visits Siam for trade. Since their re~
turn to China, amid trials and difficulties:
which only they ean know whe have re~
sided in a heathen land, they have not
only ¢‘kept the faith,” maintaining a good:
Christian character, but sustain regular~
ly religious worship on Sunday, in their
native villages, visiting in turn for this
object each others’ homes. Their villages:
all lie near tagether. The whole family
of one of these brethren have become par*-
takers of his faith. His eldest son he in-
tends to bring with him on his next visit,,
to propase for church membership. “We:
have been praying for years,’’ they said,
¢“ that God would have mercy upon Tie-
chiu, and set. up his kingdom here, and
our prayers have been answered. Now
our eyes see it. ”’

Yong Peh, the eldest of the three, seven-
ty-three years old, baptized by br. God-
dard in 1842, is an exceedingly interest-
ing old saint. He visited me a few years
agoat Hongkong. While sitting around
the Lord’s table last Sunday, he said, ¢I
never thought my old eyes would see a
church of baptized believers in Tie-chiu,



4i2

though I knew it would be; but I sup-
posed I should be gome first. But, ever-
lasting thanks to God’s great grace, here
it is! My heartis full,”’ (and, blessed
old saint, his eyes were full and over-
flowing, too, with streams of real heaven-
ly joy,) ¢“My heart is full. I want now
to live a few years longer, to see the
church spread all over Tie-chiu. I want
to see the lost and scattered sheep brought
into the fold, for they must come ;’’ allud-
ing to my remarks in the morning from
John x: 16.

Yes, Yong Peh, you shall seeit. If
not here, from the heavenly world you
shall see and rejoice in it. It must be.
God’s chosen ones, those ¢¢ other sheep,”
are here, scattered and wandering now, in-
deed, upon the hills, and in these valleys,
the prey of Satan, but they must be saved.
The Great Shepherd’s eye is upon them,
and He has said, ¢¢ Them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice.”
And did He ever say what He did not
mean? No,no. May we have grace to
be faithful, for we know that our ¢ labor
is not in vain in the Lord.”” Pray for
us.

————————

RANGOON MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. STEVENS.
Baptism of Six Converts,
Rangoon, July 18, 1860.—I want you
also to share in our encouragement in our
"work. On Sunday, the 15th inst., I had
the privilege of baptizing six persons,
three males and three females. One of
the former is an East Indian, a clerk in
the Custom House, and a married man.
He has attended our English services reg-
ularly more than a year,and I trust is
truly converted. Another, also a married
man, i8 a Mussulman by birth ; his father
is a Mogul, originally from Ava, and un-
derstands the Burmese perfectly. He
has had our books for six or seven years,
and has heard the gospel from successive
missionaries. More than a year since he
begged ‘and obtained of me a Burmese |
Bible, which I cheerfully gave him, from

Henthada Mission. — Letter from Mr. Thomas.

the apparent sincerity of his professions
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of a desire to compare it diligently with
the Koran. The result has been a full
conviction of the truth of Christianity,
and a firm decision to follow Christ. His
baptism has produced a stir among his
old acquaintances, and we have ground
to hope that God has a work for him to
do among them. He is unusually intel-
ligent, and very familiar with the Serip-
tures, and is zealous to speak for Christ
and his gospel through the Burmese. He
is greatly interested in the accounts from
Turkey, of the work of God among the
Mussulmans there.

The third baptized was a young man
of the Government school, who has for a
long time been a constant associate of the
Christians, but his parents are persons of
influence in Prome. His father was, in-
deed, the chief civil native officer of that
place, but has, for several years, lost that
office. He has, for a long time, been
aware of his son’s predilections for Chris-
tianity, and has tried to divert him, press-
ing him to assume the yellow cloth, but
could not succeed. The son anticipates
opposition and persecution, but we trust,
with him, the Lord will help him to en-
dure.

The other three candidates were girls,
just grown up, of Christian parents, two
of them resident in Rangoon, and the
third belonging to Mengalehdong, a vil-
lage ten or twelve miles distant, where I
baptized a cousin of hers in the dry sea-
son.

Let us thank God and take courage.

—_—

HENTHADA MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS.

The following letter, addressed by Mr.
Thomas to the magistrate of Henthada, con-
tains an interesting summary of the work in
the districts of Henthada and Tharrawadi.
The letter shows that the missionaries have
at times some necessary connection with the
government.

Communication to the Deputy Commis-
sioner,
Capt. E. Spelsbury,
Deputy Commissioner of Henthada.
Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge



