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Beview of the Year-Religious Exercises.

The year just closed commenced with

the same assistants and the same Sabbath

exercises as were reported in our last an

nual review. Early in the year, Pe Snoi,

our old assistant, gradually sank away and

died. A Choi, on whom we relied to take

his place, has been suspended. Thus I was

left to begin preaching in this most difficult

oflanguages ; yet our services are essential

ly the same. Ateight, A. M., Mrs. Telford

meets her Bible class. At nine, the

brethren meet for prayer. About ten,

A. M., or immediately after the Siamese

service is closed, a discourse is preached

in Chinese. This is followed by more

full explanations by one of the church

members. In the afternoon, all meet

again for prayer and conference.

We have great reason to be encouraged

by the good attendance of strangers ; al

though few indeed have manifested a con

tinued interest in the salvation of their

souls. Two at least we regard as hope

ful inquirers. One of these is now pass

ing through a most severe ordeal, in the

virulent opposition of his wife and her

Siamese relatives. Others seemed to be

interested for a few Sabbaths, but soon

their faces were no more seen. The un

seen world occupies but little of the Chi

naman's thoughts.

Tours—The Laos People.

During the year, six tours have been

made. Bangplasoi, Anghin, Petchaburi,

Photaram, Bangchang, Lengkiachu, and

the sugar mill on the Tachin have been

visited ; many were conversed with and a

few books distributed, as comparatively

few can read intelligibly.

In our last .report, we noticed a tour of

fifteen days down the western coast of the

gulf. On our way we were compelled to

put into Petchaburi by stress of weather.

Here we found a large number of Laos at

work on a pleasure palace for the king

of Siam. While enjoying the delightful

prospect which the elevated locality of

the place commands, our attention was

particularly attracted by the frank, man

ly bearing of a young Laos overseer. He

pointed out various objects of interest, and

seemed anxious to give us all the inform

ation in his power. He listened with

great attention, as Dr. Bradley (of the

American Missionary Association, who

accompanied us,) told him of salvation

through Jesus Christ. Before we parted,

he pointed out, in the distance, the vil

lage to which he belonged, and urged us

to visit it in the evening, when he would

be at home. We could not comply with

his urgent request, as we were anxious to

drop down the river and continue our

journey. He called at our boat however,

before we started, and received further

instruction and books. Early in the

5
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present year, we again visited Petcha-

buri.

Oar first inquiries were for the young

Laos overseer. We were grieved to find

that he had died suddenly of a violent

fever. We visited his village, and the

house of his mother. His uncle was head

man of the village, and received us very

kindly. He assured us that the young

man was greatly interested in the books

he had received, and was truly a wor

shipper of Jesus.

We inquired of his mother if she still

had his books, and were not a little pained

to find that they had been burned. But

our feelings changed when we learned

that it was a custom of the Laos to burn

with the dead whatever they highly val

ued in life, and that the deceased had

specially requested the books to be burned

with him, that they might go with him

and instruct his spirit in the spirit world.

From all that we could learn, we felt

strong hope that he died trusting in Jesus

for salvation. This tribe of Laos, who

some seventy or eighty years since came

from the confines of China, in their tra

ditions and belief strongly resemble the

Karens. The books that have been given

them, they seem to prize highly, and

quite a spirit of inquiry appears to be

roused. The Laos number several thou

sands in this locality.

Outstations.

Pe Snoi spent about six weeks of Oc

tober and November in Lengkiachu.—

Aside from this, our outetations have

been unoccupied ; and no mission labor

has been performed, save in our hasty

visits. At this station, the brethren

meet every Sabbath for worship.

At Bangchang there are three church

members and one applicant for baptism

of long standing ; but we fear his heart is

still unmoved. In our present circum

stances, we feel strongly inclined to relin

quish this station ; and, should we ever

again be able to occupy that particular

field, try to secure a location on the Me-

klong river, a few miles distant, where the

population is much more dense.

Assistants.

Pe Snoi, our old assistant, died early

in the year of a lingering illness, at the

age of (about) seventy. He was never

distinguished for learning, strength of

mind, or ardent Christian zeal. Indeed

he was employed as an assistant, for the

want of more competent men.

Shortly after the assistant's death, A

Choi, who, we had hoped, would take

his place, became so indifferent about the

work assigned him, and so much occu

pied with his own business, that it was

thought best to suspend him for a season,

in the hope that he would return to his

first love. He is now employed as a col

porteur by the Society for the diffusion of

the religion of Jesus.

Chek Pua, who has acted in the double

capacity of teacher and colporteur during

most of the year, is well qualified as to

knowledge of the Scriptures, and tact in

communicating it, for the position of as

sistant ; but his great vanity, lack of zeal

and lack of judgment, with the fact that

he was once an opium smoker, restrains

us from elevating him above his present

position. Chek Paw, who united with

us during the year, we believe to be an

honest-hearted, sincere man, but of mod

erate ability. He is studying to prepare

himself for a colporteur, but is not yet

sufficiently advanced to be of much ser

vice to us.

Bible Class and School.

Mrs. Telford continues her morning

Bible class, as during two previous years.

March 26th she removed her Chinese

school to the Wat Koh chapel, in the

hope of increasing the number of her

pupils. As this locality is about a mile

distant, she is unable to visit it more than

two or three times a week, and much

must of necessity be left to her teacher.

Thus far, an average attendance of but

eight or nine has been secured, from some

twenty different pupils. With a change

of teachers she hopes to secure a more

regular attendance, and increase the num

ber of her scholars.
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Church-members.

Present number of Chinese church-

members in Situu, seventeen ; in China,

three. Total, twenty. Of this number,

three at least cannot be regarded in

good standing. Contributions during the

year, $29.47.

Of the departed, three left but little

testimony behind them. The other, a

fisherman at Bangplasoi, died of a linger

ing and painful disease. When asked, a

few days before his death, if he trusted

in Jesus for the salvation of his soul, he

burst into tears, exclaiming, " Teacher,

I do not see Jesus, I do not see Jesus."

The vail was not yet lifted. But when

dying, he revived fora moment, after they

thought his spirit had departed, and told

his family with a joyful face that he had

seen Jesus and the angels. His little boy

now asked him if he trusted in Jesus ?

He gave his dying assent and was gone.

He died highly respected by all who knew

him. His wife has expressed a desire to

become a Christian, which we trust may

be sincere.

State of the Church.

The above statement shows a slight in

crease in numbers. This should be occa

sion of most fervent gratitude. God has

mercifully preserved us and allowed us to

close the year. Most of all, He has per

mitted us to witness the power of the

Holy Spirit in the conviction and conver

sion of the heathen. The second week in

January will long be remembered, as a

week of intense interest to all the mission

aries in Bangkok. It was truly soul

cheering to see from twelve to twenty,

publicly manifesting their anxiety for the

salvation of their souls. Some of these,

we hope, were truly converted, and have

united with the church ; others are still

regarded as inquirers, while others, to

all appearance, have relapsed into their

former indifference. We may safely say

that no previous year has been charac

terized by so much interest among the

Siamese for the salvation of their souls.

Six men and one boy have broken away

from the false religion that has so long

bound them, and made a public profes

sion of their faith by uniting with some

one of the different missions in this place.

This should fill our souls with joy, incite

us to holy zeal and courageous hope.

Truly God reigns. To Him be all the

glory ; to us, the labor of seed time, and

the joy of harvest.

LETTER FROM MR. SMITH.

Labors of other Societies.

Bangkok, Oct. 16, I860.—Siam is not

what it was. It is no longer a stereo

typed nation. Changes for the better

are taking place. We thank God for the

temporal improvements, and we thank

Him still more for the spiritual improve

ments.

When we compare the results with the

amount of actual labor expended upon

the country, God's gracious forbearance

with the imperfections and weakness* s of

his professed followers becomes promi

nent. God has done wonders. Let us

adore his goodness.

The American Missionary Association

has one family on the field. They are

good and laborious missionaries, but are

much hampered in their work by being

compelled to devise means for their self-

support. The revival previous to and in

connection with the concert of prayer in

January, resulted in the reception of four

Siamese men to their church. These four

constitute the whole of their native mem

bership.

The American Presbyterian Mission

has just now a strong missionary force on

the field, composed of six males and four

females. In the church connected with

this mission, they have now only one na

tive member, a Siamese man. All their

missionaries except three are compara

tively new comers, and these have for

their life- task the acquisition of the lan

guage. Should all these brethren and

sisters enjoy good health, we may in time

expect great things from them.

We heartily rejoice with the brethren

and sisters of these missions, and sincerely
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pray that God may make these now small

churches the centres of influence, from

which light and everlasting life shall

spread all over the kingdom.

SIAMESE DEPARTMENT.

Historical Sketch of the Mission.

Our own mission was established in

1833, and from that time to the present

there have been in all five male missiona

ries devoted to the Siamese. Dr. Jones

lived and labored here eighteen years.

His best time and energies were given to

the translation of the Siamese New Tes

tament, which he completed with great

credit to himself. Mr. Davenport lived

here ten years ; his best energies were

given to the printing department. Mr.

Slafter did not live here two years. Mr.

Chandler has been here seventeen years.

He gave his best energies, while connected

with the mission, to perfecting the print

ing office. I have been on the field ten

years ; God has been gracious, and better

to us than we deserved.

Baptisms during the Year.

The concert for prayer in January,

I860, was a refreshing season. We were

blessed with the manifestations of God's

presence, and of his power to save. On

the first Sabbath in February, seven were

added to the church,—five Siamese and

two Chinese. On the first Sabbath in

April, one Chinaman was baptized, and

on the first Sabbath of the present month,

two Siamese men were -baptized. There

are other applicants for baptism, and we

hope for them.

Religious Services—Sewing Society.

After the concert for prayer from the

9th to the 15th of January, a prayer and

conference meeting was kept up each

evening of the week, Wednesdays and

Saturdays excepted; till the fifth of Feb

ruary ; and since then, Tuesday and Fri

day evenings have been spent in prayer

and conference. Mrs. Smith conducts a

Thursday noon prayer meeting ; also a

prayer meeting with her pupils each Sat

urday forenoon. These seasons of prayer

and conference have been occasions of

great interest to us, and to the native

Christians.

Mrs. Chandler, Mrs. Smith and Mrs.

Telford alternate in having the young

women's Sewing Society meet at their

houses. The object of this Society is to

assist the needy church members, and

the needy children who attend our

schools. It is composed of all the young

female members of our church. This

Society is useful in other ways, besides

accustoming our young female church

members to works of benevolence. The

Society meets the third Thursday of

every month.

Native Missionary Society.

Soon after the revival, a number of the

brethren and sisters in the church formed

a society for the diffusion of the religion

of Jesus. Its annual meetings are to be

held the Thursday immediately succeed

ing the Siamese New Year, when a mis

sionary sermon is to be preached, the

annual report presented, and the officers

elected. The Society has in its employ

one native colporteur. Persons can be

long to it by paying not less than sixty

cents per annum. This Society, we hope,

will foster the Christian sympathies of

the church members, cultivate habits of

benevolence, divert their attention from

the pagan amusements of the season, and

become a nucleus for the formation of

Christian churches, and at the same time

do something towards developing and

bringing forward men of piety and talent,

who, we hope, will become efficient teach

ers to their own countrymen.

Sabbath Services.

When I have not been absent from the

city, one sermon in Siamese has been

preached regularly every Sabbath at 9

o'clock, to a congregation composed of as

many people as the preaching place can

comfortably accommodate, and on most

occasions to a densely crowded house.

At the close of the sermon, books are

given to such applicants as can read.

At half past ten o'clock, another Sia

mese sermon is preached in the meeting

house in the rear of the British Consulate
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to a respectable congregation, but not

usually so large as the audience at Wat

Koh.

When the English sermon is preached

at the Presbyterian mission compound at

half past four, T preach a Siamese sermon

to a Siamese audience at br. Chandler's,

at one o'clock, P. M. When the English

sermon is preached at our mission com

pound or at the mission compound of the

American Missionary Association mis

sion, I preach the one o'clock Siamese

sermon at the meeting-house in the rear

of the British consulate. God's goodness

to us the past year, in the manifestation

of his presence, and his power to save,

has made us more anxious, willing and

earnest in preaching, so that " by the

foolishness of preaching" some may be

saved.

Tract Distribution—School.

The great bulk of tracts are distributed

at Wat Koh. Some, however, continue

to call at the house for books and relig

ious conversation.

Mrs. Smith has kept up her school,

without interruption/ during the year.

There has been no special change, in her

pupils or in her teaching. The school

has been the past year essentially what

it was the last. The special religious in

terest of the year, we hope, has left last

ing impressions, which will eventually

be blessed to the salvation of some. Most

of the pupils showed great interest in the

meetings.

A grandson of one of the princes left

the school the past year. The position

of the father was that his son, a descend

ant of royalty, should not be allowed to

follow the dictates of his conscience when

they were in favor of Christianity. The

position of the teacher was that she could

not teach the child of parents who posi

tively forbid their children acting out the

convictions of their reason, judgment and

conscience. The occasion of the issue

was, the lad professed to believe in Jesus,

and had expressed a desire to be baptized.

He was told to communicate his wishes

to his parents, and learn their feelings on

the subject. The father called upon us,

when the positions above mentioned were

assumed. From that time the boy was

not allowed to come to school, and we

have not met him since.

Tours—Siamese Karens.

During the year Mrs. B., of the Amer

ican Missionary Association, and Mrs.

Smith accompanied me on a journey up

the Meklong river, and the Meinam Noi,

which led us into some of the western

provinces of Siam. We preached at all

the principal stopping places on the

route, and distributed books to all read

ers asking for them. On my journey up

the Meinam Noi river, I met some Siam

ese Karens, and was much interested in

them, and have often felt intensely anx

ious to know what can be done for them.

Cannot some one be sent to Siam to labor

for the Siamese Karens ? If a missionary

cannot be sent, may we not hope that

some of the Karen preachers may be sent

to visit and preach to them ? A Karen

from the British Provinces of Tenasserim,

with proper certificates that he is a Brit

ish subject, could travel and preach freely,

and our new Alissionary Society would no

doubt be much gratified to assume the

support of a good Karen brother, who

would be willing to come here to live and

labor for the spiritual good of the Siam

ese Karens. I commend this subject to

the prayerful consideration of the Exec

utive Committee and our missionary

brethren, who are interested in the Ka

rens of the Tenasserim Province.

Our second tour was made to Maha-

chai, Pachim and Meklong ; at each of

these places, we stopped to preach and

distribute books. On both occasions

many seemed to give good attention to

the preached word, and not a few allowed

us to hold religious services at their

houses. May God bless the seed sown,

and cause it to bring forth a plentiful

harvest to the glory of his great name.

An Open Field.

In reviewing the labors and results of

the past year, I have only to add that a

multitude of missionaries, with the com

mand of the language which they are to
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use, would have no room for apprehen

sions that they would not find more labor

than they could possibly perform. The

field is one of much promise. God has

shown us what He can do for this people.

We have Been his stately steppings among

us. Some have asked, " What must I do

to be saved?" and they have found peace

and joy in believing. We ask for more

missionaries . When an adequate amount

of men, having a good command of the

Siamese language, shall he actively en

gaged in the work of preaching, we know

that God will pour out his Spirit, and

give us still more wonderful demonstra

tions of hia omnipotence in the salvation

of multitudes of this people. Let us not

he disappointed in the fond hopes which

your last annual report and the kind ex

pressions of your last letters inspire.

RANGOON MISSION.

LETTER FROM ME. BRONSOIC.

Scenes in Rangoon.

Oct. 16.—By my last letters, you will

have learned the particulars of our pleas

ant voyage and safe arrival at Rangoon.

We were scarcely anchored, before br.

Stevens came aboard to welcome us, and

to conduct us to the homes assigned us.

The whole mission circle, both in town and

at Kemendine, extended to us a truly

cordial and Christian welcome, and we

have found it good to renew old associa

tions and fbrm new ones, and to enter in

to the peculiar trials, encouragements or

difficulties of our several fields of labor.

The influence of the good Spirit that

was with us on board ship, immediately

manifested itself in Rangoon. During

the fortnight we have been detained there,

we have seen and felt much to encourage

us in the service of Christ. Meetings

have been held nearly every day, either

in the chapel or at some one of the mis

sionary residences, deeply interesting.

The anniversary of the Karen Home

Missionary Society was held in the

Francke chapel at Kemendine. Dr. Bin-

ney preached the opening sermon in Ka

ren. How I longed to understand the

language, and to enter into the earnestly

delivered exhortations he addressed to

them ! It was an interesting sight to us,

when the business of the Society was tak

en up by the native preachers and one af

ter another arose and gave statistics from

their respective fields, and plead for great

er efforts to be made the ensuing year.

Dr. Binney holds one of the most impor

tant posts of missionary labor a man can

be honored with. I was much interested

in my visit to Mrs. Vinton and daughter,

to br. Brayton and Mrs. Brayton's

school. Mr. Rose, though a teacher in

the government school, is a faithful la

borer in the cause of Christ. We spent

a day with Mrs. Ingalle, and found her

field behind no other in interest. With

her native disciples around her, she is do

ing a good work. Shans, Burmans, Tal-

ings and Karens were passing continually

all the day. Many stop and hear the

words of salvation. Mr. Stevens was

busy from morning till night. Several

interesting inquirers called for conversa

tion, and the Mohammedans were brought

to inquire by the baptism of one of their

number. The English population of Ran

goon is much larger than I anticipated,

and among the English officers I rejoiced

to find several devoted outspoken Chris

tians, who rejoiced with us in the out

pouring of the Spirit on ship board, and

who met with us repeatedly in our eve

ning meetings.

The Joyful Sabbath.

Last Sunday was a day of rich bless

ing. The angels of heaven doubtless re

joiced over the scene. Early, at half past

six in the morning, we repaired to the

bank of a beautiful lake three miles dis

tant, and there in the presence of a crowd

of witnesses br. Rose baptized four Eng

lish officers and a lady recently convert

ed. Ko En, the Burmese pastor, then

baptized six natives. After which I had

the privilege of baptizing our beloved

Capt. Biillnrd, Mr. Porter, the first mate,

Mr. Webb, the second mate, the carpen

ter and ten of the sailors. They all felt

that they wfthed to put on Christ before

leaving port, take a certificate of bap
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commanded. This, it is true, can be

done to some extent by oral preaching ;

that is, without the aid of schools and

books. Yet to carry on this work to the

best advantage, and to the fullest extent,

such auxiliaries are indispensable.

Perhaps this will be admitted even by

those who have felt the greatest distrust

in regard to such auxiliaries. No sensi

ble missionary regards these as the pri

mary and principal means to be employed

in the work of evangelization, but only

as secondary, yet necessary, aids. From

their true position, he has no wish to ex

alt them.

HONGKONG MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. JOHNSON.

The New Field on the Main Land.

Swatow, Oct. 11, I860.—I came here

with my family in June last, having

made a visit, in March previous, with

the native assistants, to look out favora

ble locations for outstations, and to make

arrangements for evangelistic operations

in the country.

A word as to the field.

Tie-chiu, or Chau-Chau, as the name

appears on the maps, is the northeastern

department of the Canton Province. It

is probably the most densely populated

region in China, embracing nine walled

cities, and towns and villages in such

close contiguity that one or more is ever

in siglit. The chief city, Tie-chiu Hu , is

Said to contain a population of more

than 800,000 ; other cities and towns are

crowded in the same proportion. The

whole prefecture doubtless contains a

population greater than the entire popu

lation of Burmah, including the Karens

and other tributary tribes.

This is our field in the South of China.

All our labors at Hongkong have had

reference to this region. Our native

brethren have from time to time, for

many years, itinerated in different por

tions of the country ; and hither have

our eyes and hearts been Ion and earn

estly directed.

Obstacles to be Overcome.

But large and important as is the field,

there are peculiar and great difficulties in

the way of missionary labor here. There

is probably no spot on the coast of China,

where Satan so emphatically has his seat

as here ; where the people are so degraded,

so lascivious, so turbulent, so dreaded by

foreigners, as in this region. Clannish

feuds are extremely frequent. In every

direction, there exists the most deadly in

ternecine strife. Insurrections are very

common. Infanticide, too, prevails to a

great extent, insomuch that although

thousands emigrate every year to the

Straits and the Indian Archipelago, males

are in excess. In addition to all this, the

people generally exhibit the most decided

hostility toward foreigners. There is,

doubtless, much to be said in extenuation

of this anti-foreign feeling ; for the peo

ple, on the coast, particularly, have had

great provocation. Fishing nets have

been frequently cut adrift by reckless

shipmasters, causing immense labor, and

depriving hundreds of poor people for

weeks of the means of earning an honest

livelihood. The nefarious coolie slave

trade has been carried on very extensively

here, too, and great fraud and cruelty

have been practised in connection with

it. All these things are formidable bar

riers, which oppose, and must for a long

time continue to oppose the progress of

the gospel. Yet all these things grace

can overcome and subdue ; and, out of

the materials here now so unpromising,

to human view so hopeless, can grace

raise up and fit polished stones for the

spiritual temple ; noble champions for

the truth, to carry into the " regions be

yond" a knowledge of " the grace of God

that bringeth salvation."

The Points to be Occupied.

Swatow, or ' whatever place becomes

the chief port of trade and of foreign res

idence, must be our centre for some time.

The trade is chiefly carried on at present

at this place, Maeii ; and here foreigners

reside, and must do so still, probably for

three or four years to come. There is no
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ether point where it would be possible,

in the present state of things, for a fam

ily to reside. From this locality a very

extensive commerce is carried on, both

with the various ports on the coast, and

with the Indian Archipelago. It is the

chief point of approach to the country,

and the outlet for its overflowing popula

tion. Its importance, therefore, as a

missionary centre, is evident. Swatow

became an open port in January of the

present year.

Tie-chiu Hu, the chief city of the De

partment, should also be occupied. Here

we should have our chief station. It is

the centre of power and wealth and in

fluence to the whole Department. The

brethren have already spent several weeks

there, but are obliged just now to leave

for a season. For the last two or three

months, there has been a sad state of ex

citement throughout the whole prefec

ture, growing out of the state of affairs

at the North, together with some local

questions connected with the opening of

this port, causing a good deal of irrita

tion. It is especially violent at present,

and seems to have culminated in the Hu

city. The last time the brethren were

there, the most violent proclamations

were issued against foreigners, and all

Chinese in connection with them were

severely threatened. In such a state of

the public mind, it was impossible for

them to do anything there. We must

wait till the storm is overpast.

We have, however, frequent visits from

the city from persons friendly disposed,

who have heard the gospel from the

brethren.

Bread " oast upon the Waters," found

after many Days.

The case of one man, in particular, who

has just made us a short visit, will, I am

sure, prove deeply interesting. In 1855,

he came to Hongkong to be cured of a

temporary blindness. While there, he

was a regular attendant upon our chapel

services, and manifested an unusual in

terest in the truth. He returned home

after a few months, only partially cured,

and soon after became almost totally

blind. The next year, the brethren A

Sun and A Ee were arrested, while on a

preaching tour with the Rev. W. C.

Burns, and thrown into prison. The old

man, hearing that teachers of a "foreign

doctrine" had been arrested, supposed

they must be some of our brethren, which

a visit to the prison confirmed. He im

mediately, in the face of danger and re

proach, devoted himself to ministering to

them, daily groping his way to the pris

on, carrying them food, and otherwise

serving them ; affording them, too, the

only means they had of communicating

with me. This he did during the whole

time of their imprisonment, about six

months, greatly alleviating their suffer

ings, if not, indeed, saving their lives.

Thus was the " bread, cast upon the

waters," "found again after many days."

How must the Saviour regard this old

man! "I was in prison, and ye came

unto me." I had not seen him since I

parted with him in Hongkong. I could

have embraced his feet. I am sure I

need but to mention his case, to call forth

special prayer in his behalf. He has not

yet had faith to profess the Saviour's

name ; but the Spirit of God seems never

to have forsaken him.

Through this man and others, we have

a nucleus for an interest in that great

city, which, under God, may become a

centre of light and life to many now sit

ting in " darkness and the shadow of

death." I hope ere long we may be well

established there. It is about thirty

miles from this place.

Tat-hau-po, about five miles distant

from this place, we have also occupied.

It contains a population of more than

30,000 souls. It is the market town for

a large extent of country, having around

it numerous villages almost within sight,

containing a population, I am told, as

large as Tat-hau-po itself. Several of

them I have visited, and was everywhere

cordially received. Tat-hau-po is the

native place of A Ee and his wife. We

have also a candidate for baptism from

the same place. Here, too, our brethren

have, for several years past, labored a
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good deal. So we have already the mus

tard seed in the earth—the "handful of

corn on the top of the mountain."

Besides the places above named, our

attention has also been directed to the

district where reside the brethren from

Siam, of whom I gave a brief notice.—

(See Mag. for Dec. 1860, p. 411). We

have felt it important to assist the faith

of these brethren, and cultivate, as far as

possible, the seed of the kingdom which

they have from time to time scattered

abroad. We have now a brother itin

erating in the locality, but have not yet

fixed upon a place for a permanent sta

tion.

The attendance upon our services here

lias continued, upon the whole, encour

aging, notwithstanding the excitement of

the public mind against foreigners.—

Generally, however, the people are very

averse to the truth. Uncleanness, gamb

ling and opium smoking prevail to a

fearful extent. The very worst and low

est classes of the people are gathered

here. But even this mass of corruption

ie not beyond hope. O for the Holy

Spirit's influence and power !

Labors of Sirs. Johnson.

Mrs. Johnson has been most indefati

gable in her labors among the females of

the place, and has had many tokens of

Divine favor. Numbers from distant

places have come to see the foreign

teacheress, and have carried back a re

port of what they have seen and heard ;

and thus a knowledge of the gospel has

been carried to places where we could not

possibly go ourselves.

Besides her girls' boarding school, Mrs.

Johnson has also opened a day school for

boys, hoping thus to acquire a greater

influence over the families directly around

us, and, through the children, draw the

parents to the chapel to hear the gospel ;

as well as to do good to the children

themselves. And the Divine blessing is

attending the effort. The influence of

her life and labors, in commending us to

the favor of the people, is becoming more

and more apparent.

Assistants—The Church.

Since January 1st, we have had four

assistants employed ; another has been

taken into employment this month, mak

ing our present number five. This last

brother, the brethren propose mainly to

support themselves. I have been greatly

interested in this movement, and believe

it is the beginning of a new era in our

history. The movement to the country

seems in a very special manner to have

developed a zeal, and a feeling of personal

responsibility, beyond anything I have

before witnessed. May we have grace

wisely to foster and encourage it, both by

word and deed.

One of the four employed during the

year has been supported by the Brista

street Baptist church, Edinburgh, Scot

land. Whether they will continue his

support another year, I do not know. I

hope so, though they have given no

pledge to that effect. The others have

been supported by the special contribu

tions made for that purpose. I trust our

friends who have put their hands to this

work will continue in it. We would

especially entreat their prayers for these

brethren ; and not for these alone, but

that others may be raised up for the

work. The brethren are all advanced in

life, and no young men are coming for

ward to take their places. A native

agency, single-hearted and full of love to

Christ and souls, is our only hope, under

God, for the evangelization of these mil

lions.

Since the last report, two have been

added by baptism and one has died.

There are at present four applicants for

baptism. One of them is the eldest son

of Heng-hai, one of the brethren from

Siam. May all this be fruit unto eter

nal life.

LETTER FROM MR. SAWTELLE.

The Church at Hongkong Supporting a

Missionary.

Nov. 14, I860.—The first Sabbath in

this month 1 had the happiness of baptiz

ing the young man (Chinese) to whom
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more extensively in time to come than for

years past. Mr. Haswell, Jr., expects to

start day after to-morrow on a tour

through the Martaban district, as far as

Sitang, to be gone, if well, about six

weeks, and we have planned for other

tours, which we hope to make before

April.

We ask the prayers of our brethren

and supporters in America, that our la

bor may not be in vain in the Lord ; and

that we may be preserved in life and

health, and girded with strength, that we

may be made wise to plan, and have en

ergy to execute our plans for the conver

sion of these multitudes, among whom

God has placed us.

MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD.

Aspirations.

Maulmain, Nov. 27, 1860.—I cannot

but feel that I am in the path of duty, and

that my labor shall not be in vain in the

Lord. Still I am not satisfied. I want

to see a real revival of religion in this

district. I want to see the heathen con

verted to Christ. Would that my faith

were stronger ; that, like Jacob, I might

wrestle with God till the blessing came.

Why do not Christians at home pray for

ua more? My heart is pained. Pray

for me.

Trip to Tavoy District.

Having dismissed my little school in

October, it was thought advisable for me

to go to Tavoy and spend a few weeks, to

encourage such of the preachers and oth

ers as might be able to visit me in town,

or as I might be able to visit in the jun

gle. I left home on the 13th, and reach

ed Tavoy on the 15th October. During

the eight weeks I was there, nine of the

preachers of the Tavoy and Mergui dis

trict, and many of the lay members of

the churches, visited me in town ; and

during the last ten days there, I paid a

visit to Mata, the principal Christian vil

lage in the Tavoy district. Mr. Haswell,

Jr., who, with Mrs. Haswell, had come

down to Tavoy subsequent to my own ar

rival, accompanied me on this trip. We

made the tour with elephants, which the

Christians sent into town for us. The

path is the hardest and worst I have ever

travelled. In the gorge, we were one

hour and forty-five minutes going two

miles. We had a very good and pleasant

time with the Christians, who seemed

very glad to see us. The pastor and his

wife were in town at the time, the latter

under medical treatment for dyspepsia ;

and most of the people were away in

their paddy fields, most of which are sev

eral miles distant. As many as could,

however, came in to visit us, and hear

the gospel preached.

The first evening, Friday, there were

present at worship thirty Karens ; Satur

day evening, thirty-eight. Sunday morn

ing we had a prayer-meeting, with a good

attendance. A spirit of prayer seemed

to prevail. At nine o'clock, there were

151 present. In the afternoon, br. Has

well preached in Burmese, one of the

Karens interpreting, from Matt. 5 : 16.

The attendance was but eighty-five, many

of the morning worshippers having been

obliged to return to their fields before

dark. The day was a good one to me,

and I doubt not it was to the Karens

also.

There seem to be some excellent Chris

tians there. Some of them remember all

the teachers—Boardman, Mason, Wade,

Bennett, Cross and Thomas. They love

to recount the prosperity of the former

times.

The city, as it is called, is not nearly

so large as formerly. The style of culti

vating among the Karens, that is, of cut

ting a new field every year, precludes

their living in populous villages.

Monday I visited the hot springs;

water at 116° Fah. Preaching in the

evening.

Tuesday I visited Sau Quala's mother-

in-law, and saw his two daughters ; the

elder, a very interesting young woman.

In the evening, br. Haswell and myself

made, some farewell remarks, urging the

Christians to steadfastness in the way of

life.
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The next day, Wednesday, we started

on our way back to town. About one

o'clock we met an express, kindly sent

by the Commissioner, telling us that the

steamer was in, and that we must hasten

in or be too late for her. Br. Haswell,

leaving me with the elephants, hastened

on, with some of the Karens, on foot ;

and by rapid travelling reached town

about eight in the evening ; and I, by

travelling all night, arrived there at five

o'clock the next morning. The steamer,

however, did not leave for two days.

Station at Morgui --Grave of Boardman.

We returned to Maulmain by way of

Mergui, where we found all desolate, as

respects the mission. The mission house

has almost disappeared, carried away

piece-meal by the thieving Burmans and

others. The two sepoys recently baptized

in Maulmain, were very happy to see us.

We also saw Tha Oung, a Burman, who

is serving out a ten years' penalty for his

murderous attack upon the Rev. Mr.

Stilson, in Maulmain, many years ago.

While in Tavoy we had a new fence

(the old one having been carried away)

made around the grave-yard where sleeps

the "honored dust" of Boardman, Mrs.

Mason, and others.

A Resident Missionary Needed.

Now I want to urge, with all empha

sis, the importance of sending a mission

ary to Tavoy. According to the latest

returns, there are more than eleven hun

dred members there, and they are as sheep

without a shepherd ; for though there are

some good native pastors among them,

yet there is no man like Quala, or even

second to him, who can be to them as a

missionary,—an authority, a power, an

high example among them. There is no

one whose eye is over all the field, to

stimulate the languid, to encourage the

desponding, or to restrain the evil mind

ed. There is no one to stand between

them and the government officials ; none

to supply them with medicines, for the

want of which they are strongly tempted,

when sick, to return to their lying medi

cine men and to their heathenish charms.

In difficult cases of discipline or doctrine,

there is none to whom the native pastor

can go. In the absence of the missionary,

all languishes. Specially is this true of

education, and efforts to evangelize the

surrounding heathen, of whom there are

many thousands still in the provinces,

besides an unknown number in the ad

joining kingdom of Siam. Let a strong

man be sent to the Karens at once.

RANGOON MISSION.

LETTER FROM DR. BINNEY.

Multiplied Labors—Karen Grammar.

Kemendine, Nov. 17, 1860.—I deeply

regret that, for the past year, I have

been able to write no more. I have had

no assistance in teaching, &c., except

from one, quite a young man. He does

well in proportion to his experience.

Still my own work is more than I can do,

and the entire responsibility rests upon

me. Mrs. Binney has much of the time

been obliged to teach , two or three hours

a day, the Karen grammar.

I found it impossible to take the first

steps in making the pupils independent

in interpretation, until they knew more

of their own language. Dr. Wade kind

ly consented to prepare the grammar,

and it was done promptly and ably. I

am surprised to see so able a work to be

gin with. Mrs. Binney has taught it,

with the exception of the rhetorical rules,

particularly the use of figurative lan

guage, which I taught myself. So far,

the success is quite equal to my expecta

tions ; and I already begin to avail my

self of its benefits in interpretation.

The Theological School.

The school has this year proceeded, in

most respects, as formerly. I was not

able to report at the close of the first

term ; but will give a full report at the

end of the nine months' study. I am

gradually getting things more to my

mind, and on the whole feel much en

couraged. I feel confident that in a few

years, with God's blessing, I can bring

these young men to think for themselves,
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The report of the Committee upon the Siam and China Missions was

presented by their Chairman, Rev. W. Ashmore, of China, and adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee who have had under consideration the statements relative to the

Siam and China Missions, report :

The Siam Mission is in one of the hard and apparently unprofitable fields, which

have hitherto specially tried the resources of our faith. Some of the best men who

have been given to the foreign work by our own and other denominations, have here

expended their choicest energies. Here lived and labored Dr. Jones and his beloved

companion. Here lived and labored Mr. Caswell, the representative of another So

ciety, but the friend and fellow helper of Dr. Jones in the work of laying foundation-

walls. They toiled long and hard for the conversion of the Siamese, but they "died

withdut the sight;" and, like Abraham, whose faith they emulated, in having em

braced the promises, were laid away in burial places granted by the indulgence of

the heathen in the very land which, they fondly hoped, God had promised should be

theirs.

But the developments of more recent years furnish new illustrations of the faith

fulness of God. "In due time," says the promise, "in due time ye shall reap, if ye

faint not." The fruits of past years are at length beginning to appear. God has

of late been giving proofs of his readiness to bless. A few converts have been gath

ered, the earnest, we fully believe, of signal blessings in time to come.

But, in addition to this, we notice other important results of our missions there.

The public mind has been leavened with new ideas and new conceptions. The na

ture and claims of Christianity have come to be understood, and, most of all, to be

recognized by the heathen as a new and living power in their midst, which admits of

no compromise with sin ; which has commenced a warfare upon their own corrupt

systems, and therefore extorts from them a degree of attention which in time past

they were unwilling to give. We rejoice in bearing testimony to the fact that as the

repeated blows of a hammer upon a stone affect the cohesion of its particles and pre

pare it for the successful blow, while as yet no fracture appears,—so have the efforts

of your missionaries there weakened the power of error which consolidates the heathen,

and has contributed to make them ready for the day of God's power. Encouraged

by this, we should continue to look for good things from Siam, and ought, as speed

ily as our affairs will admit, to increase the force of our number now there.

The Chinese Mission has preeminent claims upon our efforts. Many circumstances

conspire to invest our work there with an interest peculiarly its own. In its im

mense population, numbering about 450 millions, or one-third of the human family,

and all of them moving on in one unbroken phalanx to the judgment bar, we find

the most powerful stimulus to the exertion of all the ability that God has given us.

In the peculiarities of their political and social system, which operates to weld

them in one common mass, and cause the whole to be more or less accessible to influ

ences which affect a part, we find increased encouragement to enlarge our force at

those points at which we have access. In the industry, energy and enterprise which

distinguish this people, we discern elements which need only the sanctifying grace

of God to make them efficient instruments for extending the truth among themselves.

The present disturbances of China constitute another appeal for aid. Ages ago,

when the Gentiles "chose not to retain God in their knowledge," the ancestors of the

Chinese were among the number of those who, in the true spirit of "the younger

son," chose their portion of the goods, and during these long and weary centuries,

they have been expending it "in riotous living." They have exhausted all their
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healthful substance, received by tradition from remote times, and are now feeding

upon the husks of their own dry and barren systems of philosophy. We see indica

tions to lead us to think the time is at hand when they will, like the prodigal, say,

"I will arise and go unto my Father."

Then again China has had a conspicuous place allotted her in that series of moral

experiments in feeling after God to which God has subjected the nations. Her past

history in this respect is already displaying one of the most stupendous of failures.

Her future history, we think, is about to furnish the Ajalon where will be achieved

some of the most glorious victories of truth.

In confirmation of this, we must not fail to notice the wonderful manner in which

God has been opening China. A few years ago, and we were denied access ; now,

however, the wall is broken down ; the barriers of exclusiveness have been removed.

Official interference will no longer be the policy of the Government. There is now

a fair field before us. The heralds of the Cross, no longer fettered by the edict of

Governors, may now boldly confront the worshippers of pure reason. Christianity

may now array itself against Buddhism. The doctrines of Paul may now measure

their strength with the precepts of Confucius.

In view of all these things, we feel constrained to recommend the devising of more

liberal things for China, which is to become the great battle field of the heathen

world. The Providence of God directs us to this. The perishing millions that are

there demand it.

The report of the Committee on the Publications of the Union was of

fered by their Chairman, Kev. K. Brooks, Mass., and adopted.

REPORT.

The Committee on Publications respectfully report.

It appears from the Annual Beport of the Executive Committee that the publica

tion of the Magazine and the Macedonian has been continued during the past year,

not only without expense to the Union, but with a net profit of $109.61. But the

fact that these periodicals have left a small sum of money in the treasury is a very

unimportant feet, in comparison with the information concerning our missions which

they have disseminated, or the interest in our great work which they have awakened,

or the interest already existing which they have stimulated and increased. These

monthly issues are a necessary medium of communication with the friends of our

missions, and are among the most effective means by which the work of the Union

is sustained. The more generally they are circulated, or rather, to speak more ex-

Uctly, the more extensively they are read, the greater will be their influence in filling

the treasury.

We believe, therefore, that the proper officers of the Union ought to enlarge the

circulation, just so far as. they have reason to believe that the periodicals will be read ;

and we earnestly join in the recommendation which so many preceding Committees

have urged, that the pastors of the churches do their utmost to secure an increase in

the number of copies taken and read by the members of their respective congrega

tions.

We have regarded as of great interest and value the miscellaneous articles in the

Magazine for the last year, giving sketches of particular missions sustained by other

Societies, and calling attention to the characteristic wants and encouragements of

different missionary fields.

More than one member of your Committee rejoices in the possession of a complete

set of the Magazine from its beginning ; and we are sure that no man can say the
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names into Karen, undertaken by a general request of the Karen

missionaries at Maulmain, Tavoy, and Rangoon ; also, the editing of

the " Karen Star."

TAVOY MISSION.

TAVOT.—

OursTATioNg. — Matah, Paliawo, and others, with twenty Karen pastors and preachers.

Ko Myat Lay. — Burman pastor.

In this country, Rev. T. ALLEN and wife.

By the removal of Mr. Cross to Toungoo the station is left vacant,

and the Tavoy mission, with its interesting churches, left without a

superintendent. In October Mr. Hibbard, of the Maulmain Karen

mission, visited Tavoy. " During the eight weeks I was there," he

wrote at a subsequent date, " nine of the preachers of the Tavoy

and Mergui districts, and many of the lay members of the churches,

visited me in town ; and during the last ten days I paid a visit to

Matah, the principal Christian village in the Tavoy district. We had

a very good and very pleasant time with the members of the chnrch,

who seemed very glad to see us. There seems to be some excellent

Christians among them. Some of them remember all the teachers,

Boardman, Mason, Wade, Bennett, Cross, and Thomas. They love

to recount the prosperity of the former times."

Mr. Hibbard closes his account by an appeal for a resident mis

sionary at Tavoy.

" I want to urge, with all emphasis, the importance of sending a

missionary to Tavoy. According to the latest returns there are more

than eleven hundred members there, and they are as sheep without a

shepherd; for though there are some good native pastors among

them, yet there is no man like Quala, or even second to him, who

can be to them as a missionary, an authority, a power, an high ex

ample among them. There is no one whose eye is over all the field,

to stimulate the languid, to encourage the desponding, or restrain the

evil-minded. There is no one to stand between them and the govern

ment officials ; none to supply them with medicines, for the want of

which they are strongly tempted when sick to return to their lying

medicine-men and their heathenish charms. In difficult cases of dis

cipline or doctrine, there is none to whom the native pastor can go.

In the absence of the missionaries, all languishes. Specially is this

true of education and efforts to evangelize the surrounding heathen,

of whom there are many thousands still in the provinces, besides an

unknown number in the adjoining kingdom of Siam. Let a strong

man be sent to the Karens at once."

Mr. Haswell, sr., adds to this plea in the following strain : " Let

not the Committee say that Tavoy is a hard, unpromising field, and

therefore pass it by. Good, resolute, working men will find enough

to do there, and would not be left to work without some tokens of

good. To leave a place because the people are hard-hearted, seems

to me to be a reflection upon the gospel. If the Union do not speedily

send men to Tavoy, the ' Society for the Propagation of the Gospel

in Foreign Parts' will, and the fruit of the seed sown there will be
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villages, most of them twice, and preached the word wherever and

whenever we could." Such labors will not lose their reward, nor

fail of a rich return to the praise of God's grace. In this faith we

may take up the triumphant assurance of the dying " Charles D.

Gould." " I know that all nations shall be saved; every knee shall

bow to Thee, and every tongue shall confess to the glory of God."

Soon after the prayer meeting in January, to which reference has

been made, Mr. Jewett and his family set off for a tour to the

north, into the Ongole department of the province, where he spent

nearly three months, and found a field of such interest as to prompt

the hope and the purpose of opening a new station in that neighbor

hood. " At our first halting-place, in Alloor," he writes, " we had

one inquirer, a bearer, who appeared to have been wrought upon

by the Holy Spirit. In a small village near Ongole, God gave us

two souls,—brothers, Obalu and Aubiah. Obalu returned with us

to Nellore and was baptized on the last Sabbath in April. Aubiah

greatly opposed his brother till the gospel was carried to his vil

lage, when the word preached, to use his own words, " cut like a

knife," producing in him repentance for sin, faith in Christ, and love

to the brethren." Can it be that the means will not be furnished to

follow up such an auspicious beginning ?

The church now numbers 24, one having been baptized during the

year, one restored, one excluded, and two having died. Narayadu's

wife was one of those who have died. " She was fully ripe for the

kingdom of God,—a sister greatly beloved, of rich experience, strong

faith, and love to her Saviour. God has also restored Rungiah,

whom we once looked upon as a youth of great promise, but were

obliged to exclude in 1858. We have now four heads of families,

who are living in their own villages. When Narayadu came out, he

thought it impossible for him to live among his own people ; but now

he and the other brethren feel that they ought to be witnesses for

Christ, each in his own village." A great and important point this,

gained for the spread of the gospel among this people.

SIAM MISSION.

BANGKOK.—Siamese Department.—Rev. S. J. SMITH and wife.

Chinese Department.—Eev. R. and Mrs. TELFORD.

OUTSTATIONS.—Lengkiachu Sangchang, &c.

Of the Chinese Department we make up the following statement

from the report of Mr. Telford.

Religious exercises. — The year just closed commenced with the

same assistants and the same Sabbath exercises as were reported in

our last annual review. Early in the year, Pe Soi, our old assistant,

gradually sank away and died. A Choi, on whom we relied to take

his place, has been suspended. Thus I was left to begin preaching in

this most difficult of languages ; yet our services are essentially the

same. At eight, A.M., Mrs. Telford meets her Bible class. At nine,

the brethren meet for prayer. About ten, A.M., or immediately after

the Siamese service is closed, a discourse is preached in Chinese.

This is followed by more full explanations by one of the church mem

bers. In the afternoon, all meet again for prayer and conference.
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We have great reason to be encouraged by the good attendance of

strangers; although few indeed have manifested a continued interest

in the salvation of their souls. Two at least we regard as hopeful

inquirers. One of these is now passing through a most severe ordeal,

in the virulent opposition of his wife and her Siamese relatives. Oth

ers seemed to be interested for a few Sabbaths, but soon their faces

were no more seen. The unseen world occupies but little of the

Chinaman's thoughts.

Tours. —Oulstations. — During the year, six tours have been made.

Bangplasoi, Anghin, Petchaburi, Photai-am, Bangchang, Lengkiachu,

and the sugar-mill on the Tachin have been visited ; many were con

versed with and a few books distributed, as comparatively few can

read intelligibly.

Pe Soi spent about six weeks of October and November in Leng

kiachu. Aside from this, our outstations have been unoccupied ; and

no mission labor has been performed, save in our hasty visits. At

this station the brethren meet every Sabbath for worship.

At Bangchang there are three church members and one applicant

for baptism of long standing; but we fear his heart is still unmoved.

In our present circumstances, we fed strongly inclined to relinquish

this station ; and, should we ever again be able to occupy that par

ticular field, try to s'ecure a location on the Meklong river, a few

miles distant, where the population is much more dense.

Bible Class. — Schools. — Mrs. Telford continues her morning Bible

class, as during two previous years. March 26th she removed her

Chinese school to the Wat Koh chapel, in the hope of increasing the

number of her pupils. As this locality is about a mile distant, she

is unable to visit it more than two or three times a week, and much

must of necessity be left to her teacher.

Thus far, an average attendance of but eight or nine has been se

cured, from some twenty different pupils. With a change of teachers

she hopes to secure a more regular attendance, and increase the num

ber of her scholars.

The Church. — Revival influences. — Present number of Chinese

church members in Siam, seventeen ; in China, three. Total, twenty.

Of this number, three at least cannot be regarded in good standing.

Contributions during the year, $29.47.

The above statement shows a slight increase in numbers. This

should be occasion of most fervent gratitude. God has mercifully

preserved us and allowed us to close the year. Most of all, he has

permitted us to witness the power of the Holy Spirit in the convic

tion and conversion of the heathen. The second week in January

will long be remembered, as a week of intense interest to all the

missionaries in Bangkok. It was truly soul-cheering to see from

twelve to twenty publicly manifesting their anxiety for the salvation

of their souls. Some of these, we hope, were truly converted, and

have united with the church ; others are still regarded as inquirers,

while others, to all appearance, have relapsed into their former indif

ference. We may safely say that no previous year has been charac

terized by so much interest among the Siamese for the salvation of

their souls. Six men and one boy have broken away from the fals
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religion that has so long bound them, and made a public profession of

their faith by uniting with some one of the different missions in this

place. This should fill our souls with joy, incite us to holy zeal and

courageous hope. Truly, God reigns. To him be all the glory : to us

the labor of seed-time and the joy of harvest.

SIAMESE DEPARTMENT.

From the report of Mr. Smith the Committee make up the following

account of the Siamese department. As will be seen, it goes some

what into the history of the mission, the operation of other Societies,

the changes taking place in the state of society, as well as the direct

labor performed by the missionaries. The whole, it is believed, will

be found serviceable to the Union and the Board, in forming a judg

ment of what may be expected as the result of wisely directed and

persevering efforts for the evangelization of the people.

General results. — Other Societies. — Siam is not what it was. It is

no longer a stereotyped nation. Changes for the better are taking

place. We thank God for the temporal improvement, and we thank

him still more for the spiritual improvements.

When we compare the results with the amount of actual labor ex

pended upon the country, God's gracious forbearance with the imper

fections and weaknesses of his professed followers becomes prominent.

God has done wonders. Let us adore his goodness.

The American Missionary Association has one family on the field.

They are good and laborious missionaries, but are much hampered in

their work by being compelled to devise means for their self-support.

The revival previous to and in connection with the concert of prayer

in January, resulted in the reception of four Siamese men to their

church. These four constitute the whole of their native member

ship.

The American Presbyterian Mission has just now a strong mission

ary force on the field, composed of six males and four females. In

the church connected with this mission they have now only one native

member, a Siamese man. All their missionaries except three are

comparatively new-comers, and these have for their life-task the ac

quisition of the language. Should all these brethren and sisters

enjoy good health, we may in time expect great things from them.

We heartily rejoice with the brethren and sisters of these mis

sions, and sincerely pray that God may make these now small churches

the centres of influence, from which light and everlasting life shall

spread all over the kingdom.

Historical sketch. — Our own mission was established in 1833, and

from that time to the present there have been in all five male mis

sionaries devoted to the Siamese. Dr. Jones lived and labored here

eighteen years. His best time and energies were given to the trans

lation of the Siamese New Testament, which he completed with great

credit to himself. Mr. Davenport lived here ten years ; his best

energies were given to the printing department. Mr. Slafter did not

live here two years. Mr. Chandler has been here seventeen years.

He gave his best energies, while connected with the mission, to per
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fecting the printing office. I have been on the field ten years ; God

has been gracious, and better to us than we deserved.

Revival. — Baptisms. — The concert for prayer in January, 1860,

was a refreshing season. We were blessed with the manifestations

of God's presence, and of his power to save. On the first Sabbath

in February, seven were added to the church, — five Siamese and two

Chinese. On the first Sabbath in April one Chinaman was baptized,

and on the first Sabbath of the present month two Siamese men were

baptized. There are other applicants for baptism, and we hope for

them. The whole number of Siamese members, including the Siamo-

Chinese, is 12 ; making the total in the church 32.

After the concert for prayer from the 9th to the 15th of January,

a prayer and conference meeting was kept up each evening of the

week, Wednesdays and Saturdays excepted, till the 5th of February;

and since then, Tuesday and Friday evenings have been spent in

prayer and conference. Mrs. Smith conducts a Thursday noon prayer

meeting; also a prayer meeting with her pupils each Saturday fore

noon. These seasons of prayer and conference have been occasions

of great interest to us and to the native Christians.

Native Missionary and Sewing Societies. — Soon after the revival a

number of the brethren and sisters in the church formed a Society

for the diffusion of the religion of Jesus. Its annual meetings are to

be held the Thursday immediately succeeding the Siamese New Year,

when a missionary sermon is to be preached, the annual report pre

sented, and the officers elected. The Society has in its employ one

native colporteur. Persons can belong to it by paying not less than

sixty cents per annum. This Society, we hope, will foster the Chris

tian sympathies of the church members, cultivate habits of benevo

lence, divert their attention from the pagan amusements of the season,

and become a nucleus for the formation of Christian churches, and

at the same time do something towards developing and bringing for

ward men of piety and talent, who, we hope, will become efficient

teachers to their own countrymen.

Mrs. Chandler, Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. Telford, alternate in having

the young women's Sewing Society meet at their houses. The object

of this Society is to assist the needy church members, and the needy

children who attend our schools. It is composed of all the young

female members of our church. This Society is useful in other ways,

besides accustoming our young female church members to works of-

beuevolence. The Society meets the third Thursday of every

month.

Sabbath services. — When I have not been absent from the city,

one sermon in Siamese has been preached regularly every Sabbath at

9 o'clock, to a congregation composed of as many people as the

preaching place can comfortably accommodate, and on most occasions

to a densely crowded house. At the close of the sermon, books are

given to such applicants as can read.

At half past ten o'clock, another Siamese sermon is preached in

the meeting-house in the rear of the British consulate to a respect

able congregation, but not usually so large as the audience at Wat

Koh.
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When the English sermon is preached at the Presbyterian mission

compound at half past four, I preach a Siamese sermon to a Siamese

audience at br. Chandler's, at one o'clock, P.M. When the English

sermon is preached at our mission compound, or at the mission com

pound of the American Missionary Association mission, I preach the

one o'clock Siamese sermon at the meeting-house in the rear of the

British consulate. God's goodness to us the past year, in the mani

festation of his presence, and his power to save, has made us more

anxious, willing, and earnest in preaching, so that, "by the foolishness

of preaching," some may be saved.

School. — Tract distribution. — The great bulk of tracts are dis

tributed at Wat Koh. Some, however, continue to call at the house

for books and religious conversation.

Mrs. Smith has kept up her school, without interruption, during the

year. There has been no special change in her pupils or in her teach

ing. The school has been the past year essentially what it was the

previous one. The special religious interest of the year, we hope,

has left lasting impressions, which will eventually be blessed to the

salvation of some. Most of the pupils showed great interest in the

meetings.

A grandson of one of the princes left the school the past year.

The position of the father was that his son, a descendant of royalty,

should not be allowed to follow the dictates of his conscience when

they were in favor of Christianity. The position of the teacher was

that she could not teach the child of parents who positively forbid

their children acting out the convictions of their reason, judgment,

and conscience. The occasion of the issue was, the lad professed to

believe in Jesus, and had expressed a desire to be baptized. He was

told to communicate his wishes to his parents, and learn their feel

ings on the subject. The father called upon us, when the positions

above mentioned were assumed. From that time the boy was not

allowed to come to school, and we have not met him since.

Tours. — Siamese Karens. — During the year, Mrs. B., of the Amer

ican Missionary Association, and Mrs. Smith, accompanied me on a

journey up the Meklong river, and the Meinam Noi, which led us into

some of the western provinces of Siam. We preached at all the

principal stopping-places on the route, and distributed books to all

readers asking for them. On my journey up the Meinam Noi river I

met some Siamese Karens, and was much interested in them, and

have often felt intensely anxious to know what can be done for them.

Cannot some one be sent to Siam to labor for the Siamese Karens?

If a missionary cannot be sent, may we not hope that some of the

Karen preachers may be sent to visit and preach to them ? A Karen

from the British provinces of Tenasserirn, with proper certificates

that he is a British subject, could travel and preach freely, and our

new Missionary Society would no doubt be much gratified to assume

the support of a good Karen brother who would be willing to come

here to live and labor for the spiritual good of the Siamese Karens.

I commend this subject to the prayerful consideration of the Execu

tive Committee and our missionary brethren, who are interested in
'•.he Karens of the Tenasserim Province.
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Our second tour was made to Mahachai, Pachim, and Meklong; at

each of these places we stopped to preach and distribute books. On

both occasions many seemed to give good attention to the preached

word, and not a few allowed us to hold religious services at their

houses. May God bless the seed sown, and cause it to bring forth a

plentiful harvest to the glory of his great name.

The field open. — In reviewing the labors and results of the past

year, I have only to add that a multitude of missionaries, with the

command of the language which they are to use, would have no room

for apprehensions that they would not find more labor than they could

possibly perform. The field is one of much promise.- God has shown

us what he can do for his people. We have seen his stately stoppings

among us. Some have asked, "What must I do to be saved? " and

they have found peace and joy in believing. We ask for more mis

sionaries. When an adequate amount of men, having a good com

mand of the Siamese language, shall be actively engaged in the work

of preaching, we know that God will pour out his Spirit, and give us

still more wonderful demonstrations of his omnipotence in the salva

tion of multitudes of this people. Let us not be disappointed in the

fond hopes which your last annual report and the kind expressions of

your last letters inspire. .

THE PRESS.

The printing office has been kept open during the entire year.

The following works have been issued. Siamese Almanac, prepared

by Mr. Smith, three thousand copies of forty pages, 16mo. History

of Joseph, third edition, 12mo., two thousand copies of twenty-eight

pages. This work was prepared by Dr. Jones and edited by Mr.

Smith. History of Moses, prepared and edited as the last named,

third edition, 12mo., two thousand copies of thirty-six pages. His

tory of Joshua, third edition, 12mo., one thousand copies of thirty-eight

pages. Sacred Songs, by Mrs. Smith, first edition, 24mo., four hun

dred and eighty copies of one hundred and ninety-two pages. Whole

number of pages printed, 378,160.

From the above survey, it will be evident that the past year may

be set down as one of decided progress. The conversion of several

Siamese imparts a new and encouraging aspect to that department of

the missions, and encourages the hope that there will be soon a dis

tinct church, — should we not say many churches of that nationality,

while the work of grace among the purely Chinese portion of the

population shall wax greater and greater.
«•

HONGKONG MISSION.

HONGKONG. — Rev. WM. ASHMOEE, Rev. H. A. SAWTELLE and wife. Mr. ASHMORE in this

country.

Native Assistants. — A Tut, A Sun, A Ee, and A To.

ODTSTATIONS.— Connected with Hongkong— Tung-Chin, Chek-chu, Ko-keu-wan, ami Chiem

to, Chiu. Connected with Swatow— Tie-chin Su, and Tat-hau-po.

Our last report of this mission announced the purpose of attempt

ing to establish a station on the main land, in the town of the Tic-

chiu people, at a point near the city of Swatow. That purpose, the

Committee are happy to say, has been successfully executed under
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TOUNGOO MISSION.

JOURNAL OF Silt. CROSS.

Tour to the Mountains of Toungoo.

Toungoo, Dec. 28, I860.—I have just

returned from my first visit to the Karen

mountains of Toungoo.

Dr. Mason planned a journey to the

Karens of the Yunsalen valley. Our first

intention was to start about the middle

of November ; but the rains held on so

long that we were not able to start till

the 5th of December.

The head waters of the Yunsalen had

never been explored, or mapped correctly

by any European ; nor was the condition

of the Karens accurately known. It was

known that they were originally very nu

merous, and possessed of considerable

property compared with those on the

Toungoo or Sitang side. We supposed

we should be obliged to cross over the top

of Mount Myenmo, one of the four great

mountains of Burmese legend ; indeed we

wished to do so, for the sake of exploring

the mountain and determining its geo

graphical position. In this we were dis

appointed, as the Karens had prepared

for UB another way ; and we held the

preaching of the gospel to the heathen of

the valley, of more importance than the

position of the mountain. I hope, how

ever, at some future time to visit the

mountain, in connection with a group of

villages to the north of our present route.

We started on the 5th of December.

Four or five of my pupils volunteered to

accompany me instead of coolies, and the

Karen gounggyouk furnished me with an

elephant. We passed, on our first day's

journey, the residence ofthe Karen goung

gyouk of the northern division of Toung

oo. He has a very tasteful house, built

of teak and in the European style of the

country. The first Karen village with a

church, we reached at evening, on the

bank of the Day river, about seventeen

or eighteen miles from town. This was

the place where Quala resided when his

wife died. Her grave, and that of little

Cephas Whitaker, is here. The church is

small, and only about half who belong to

the village or profess Christianity, have

been baptized. I preached in the evening,

and Dr. Mason put upon me, he said, to

preach first in every village to which we

came. This plan was adhered to through

out.

Bogged Country—School among the

Mountains.

6.—We followed the Shwa, which

empties into the Day at our present vil

lage. It is here quite a large stream, and

comes in from the southeast. Our road

or path begins to give us a taste of what

we may expect all the rest of our journey,

—scarcely a level spot big enough for a

horse to walk on. This whole country

may once have been one vast table land,

like that to the north and east. It ia

now a vast system of deep ravines or

water gorges. These may have been

worn from the high tops. The river

Shwa, which we follow, soon loses itself in

these gorges, so that we pass its whole

length and more during the day. I have

taken a map of its sources, from observa

tion and information gathered from the

natives. We travelled seventeen or eight

een miles, and reached the village of

Lerkla or "Amid the rocks." This is a

large and apparently flourishing church,

and one of the first to receive the gospel.

I preached in the evening.

7.—After preaching and prayer with

the people here, by Dr. Mason, we passed

on to Hoomu, a small village about an

hour to the east, where we stopped to

preach to the people. Reached Kolu a lit

tle after noon. From this place the top of

Myenmo is in sight. There are four or

five other villages in sight ; their lights

could be distinctly seen in the evening,

though it would take nearly a day 'a march

to reach the nearest of them. I was

pleased at this place to hear the voices of

a school of some twenty or thirty children

all day at their lessons.

8.—As it was necessary to get the lati

tude of this place, and I could not be

here at noon, I got up cold and early to

take the meridian altitude of the moon.

Lat. 18° 33' N. From this place, in con
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all in pursuit of health ; and now a third

family is about to leave ui for the North,

as the only hope of saving one laborer

from an early grave. May we be spared

yet a little while.

SIAM MISSIOX.

LETTER FROM Mil. TELFORD.

Tour to Chentaboon.

Bangkok, Feb. 26, 1861.—We left

Bangkok on the 10th of December, ac

companied by the Rev. J. Willson and

the Rev. S. G. McFarland, of the Presby

terian Mission, for Chentaboon. This,

the chief town of a province of the same

name, is located on the eastern coast of

the Gulf of Siam, about 180 miles, by

sea and river, from this place. A pleas

ant sail of three days brought us to the

mouth of the Chentaboon river.

The gulf along this route is dotted with

numerous islands, and the coast presents

a variety of hills, headlands and moun

tains, most pleasant and exhilarating to

those whose vision has long been bounded

by the monotonous plains of Bangkok.

We entered the mouth of the Chenta

boon river early on Friday morning, and

arrived at the governor's residence about

ten o'clock. We found him located on a

branch of the main river, in a miserable

village, close to extensive fortifications.

Wishing to present our passport, we

called at the house of the governor, and

waited a long time for admittance. In

answer to our inquiries, one told us that

his excellency was" sick ; another that he

was overseeing the workmen who were

busy making preparations to burn the

dead body of his mother ; another that he

was asleep. As the last was probably

the truth, and we knew no one dared

wake him, we determined to visit Ban-

ku-cha, a Chinese town, about a half

hour's walk distant. On our way, we

passed through the fortifications above

noticed, and found them overgrown with

grass and wild vines, and in a very dilap

idated condition. They were built some

twenty-five years since, as a protection

against the encroachments of Cochin

Chinese.

We found Ban-ku-cha a much smaller

place than we expected. When this

place was visited, twenty-six years since,

by the Rev. Dr. Bradley and the Rev.

Mr. Johnson, of the American Board, its

population was estimated at 4,000. At

present it cannot contain more than one-

fourth of that number. We subsequently

found that the population throughout the

entire district has diminished in about

the same proportion. This is in part

owing to the fact that twenty-five years

since this province was for years the cen

tre of extensive warlike operations against

the Cochin Chinese ; and in part owing

to the oppressive character of the govern

or. We were well received, and distrib

uted but a few books, as our chief object

in visiting the place thus early was to be

come acquainted with the localities of the

numerous towns in the vicinity, that we

might lay our plans to better advantage.

Reception by the Governor.

On our return we found the governor,

after some delay, and were kindly receiv

ed. He offered to furnish us guides to

the prominent places in the vicinity.—

We thanked him ; but as we did not wish

to put ourselves under obligation to him,

if we could possibly avoid it, we never

tested the sincerity of his offer.

The Mission Work Known in the Interior.

On the following morning, while at

breakfast in our boat, we reached the

town of Chentaboon, As soon as possible

we secured a guide, and were on our way

to a settlement six or seven miles distant.

The remains of an old road aided us, in

part, in crossing a very low belt of land

flooded with water ; still we were com

pelled to wade in many places. At the

first house we reached, we were quite sur

prised at the kind manner in which we

were received. But we soon learned that

the tenant had visited our chapel, and

was acquainted with several of our books.

He requested a copy of the Golden Bal

ance. This, with other tracts, was given

him by br. Willson, and they were evi



360 [October,Siam Mission.—Letterfrom Mr. Telford.

dently received with pleasure. On part

ing, he promised to call on us when he

made his annual visit to Bangkok. Much

encouraged, we called from house to

house until late in the afternoon. We

were surprised to find on this and on sub

sequent excursions not a few, both Siam

ese and Chinese, who had become ac

quainted with our books and our work

from books they had received, and from

visits made to our Wat Ko chapel, while

on business in Bangkok.

Before turning our steps to our tempo

rary home, we ascended a steep, conical

hill, crowned by a small pagoda, which

had attracted our attention shortly after

entering the Chentaboon river. From its

summit we had a rare and beautiful pros

pect of the surrounding country. We

enjoyed this sight long enough to get the

locality of the several places we wished to

visit.

From this point we walked rapidly

homeward, but did not reach our boat

until after nightfall. On the following

morning we set out in the direction of

the Labap mountains. After crossing a

belt of rice fields, we reached the black

pepper gardens that extend all along the

base of the mountain.

Siamese Pepper Gardens.

These gardens are chiefly worked by

Chinese or Siamo Chinese, and appear to

be tended very carefully. We did not

find many who could read Chinese ; but

to those who could we gave tracts, and

with others we conversed as opportunity

offered. Those who could read Siamese

were supplied with tracts bybr. Willson,

and faithfully exhorted.

Mountain Scenery.

Our guide soon struck a path leading

to a deep gorge in the mountain. Wish

ing to see all we possibly could of moun

tain scenery, we followed this path, and

after a rapid ascent of ten or fifteen min

utes, our ears were greeted with the sound

of rushing water. We simultaneously

hastened in the direction of the sound , and

soon stood gazing with delight into the

bed of a mountain torrent that was rush

ing down its rocky bed. We were not

long in finding our way to the cool water.

From this point we followed the course

of the stream ; scrambling over granite

boulders and fallen trees, that vainly

sought to obstruct the rushing torrent.

A short distance above the point where

we reached the gorge, we came to a pa

goda, built, as our guide informed us, to

mark the spot which the present king

had visited a few months previous.

We rested a few moments on the huge

granite rocks, and drank of the cool

stream that formed in eddying pools at

our feet. After a hasty lunch, we con

tinued our scramble, anxious to enjoy all

that we possibly could of the wild scenery

that presented itself at. every turn. We

hoped to gain the source of the stream,

or the top of the mountain ; but in this

we were disappointed. 0 ur wearied limbs

and the declining day finally compelled

us to abandon the attempt.

On the following day we visited Nung-

Bua. This is a Chinese farming settle

ment, rather than a village. The chief

occupation of the people is the cultivation

of the sugar cane, and the manufacture

of sugar.

Seed not Lost.

Those who could read usually received

our books respectfully. One man re

marked that over twenty years since two

foreigners came through the place, dis

tributing just such books as we had.

This was a pleasing testimony that the

visit in 1834, of brethren Johnson and

Bradley of the American Board of Mis

sions, was not forgotten.

The next day, we attempted to reach a

village on the opposite side of the Labap

mountain ; but, being without a guide,

we lost our way in part, and were com

pelled to return with our object but half

accomplished. During the evening, we

dropped down the river on our way^to

Ban-ku cha.

Catholic Missions.

In the town we had juet left, the Cath

olics have long had a mission. They now
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number about 900 in all, Chinese and

Cochin Chinese.

When we remember that their missions

have been established in this country and

in Cochin China for about 200 years, and

that their increase is chiefly from the

families of their converts, their missions

here cannot be regarded as a success.

The part of the town which they occupy

is certainly more filthy and less regular

in its construction than that occupied by

the heathen part of the population. In

deed, out of their own community, the

priests seem to possess little or no influ

ence.

We devoted our mornings and one Sab

bath to the town proper. Many of the

people were inclined to confound us with

the Catholics ; but others, from their fre

quent visits to Bangkok, knew enough of

us to make others understand that we

had no connection with them. But as

we have the same God and the same Sa

viour, it is often very difficult to make

objectors feel that there is any essential

difference between us.

Ban-ku-cha—An Interesting Field.

We passed quietly down the river dur

ing the evening, and early the next morn

ing we reached the town above designat

ed. As early as possible we set out for

Tamai, about six miles distant. As we

found multitudes were coming in from

the surrounding country, I thought best

to station Chek Paw, a Chinese church

member who accompanied us, in the town ,

while we continued our route. Our walk

proved a most delightful one. The face

of the country was diversified and exceed

ingly pleasant. The soil is evidently

rich, and under high Chinese cultivation.

The houses and their surroundings indi

cated a thrift that we had no where else

seen. We called at as many farm houses

as our time would permit, and were usu

ally well received.

We found the town of Tamai in ruins.

It is located on a small stream, a short

distance from the gulf, and was dependent

for its former prosperity on its trade.

We found a few readers, and one man

who recollected that the place had once

been visited by two missionaries. The

inhabitants were chiefly the very dregs of

the Chinese population.

On our return, we found that our Chi

nese brother had found abundant employ

ment in distributing books and in conver

sation with the country people, who had

crowded the market during the day. He

seemed quite encouraged by his effort ;

we hope he may yet be a useful assistant.

We left Ban-ku-cha on the following

morning, hoping that we might be spared

to visit this interesting field again.

Return Home—Distributing Books.

It was about sunset on Friday after

noon, when we reached the sea. We lost

no time in making sail, as we wished if

possible to reach the large town of Pa

Du, on the Rayong river, before the Sab

bath. By keeping under sail the entire

night, we reached our destination on Sat

urday, P.M., in time to present our pass

to the governor. The town and district

contain about 500 Chinese, and 2,000

Siamese. This place had never before

been visited by a missionary, and we

found some of the Siamese rather timor

ous about taking our books ;. yet we met

with as much decided encouragement at

this place, as at any point we had visited.

Early on Monday morning, we continued

our journey homeward, entering, nearly

every day, and visiting as many towns as

possible on our route.

We reached the Presbyterian Mission

near sunset on Friday, and another hour

brought me to my home. I found Mrs.

T. very feeble, but slowly recovering from,

a severe attack.

We would again praise God for his.

mercies, and renewedly dedicate ourselves^

to his service, that, while we live, we-

may live to his glory.

ASSAM MISSION.

LETTER FROM MRS. WARD.

Hopeful Scenes.

Sibsagor, April 12, 1861.—We have-

almost daily evidences that we are not la


