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80 overburdened, that though his heart is
still strong for work, the frail tenement is
breaking down; and still no sound of help
comes from the ranks of Zion, and these
poor heathen from the midst of the dark-
ness, stretch out their hands in vain to-
wards the light, seeking after God. Where
lies the responsibility ? Brethren and
friends, think on these things.

—_—

SIAM.

€hinese Pission of Bamghok,
Lerrer Frox Dr. DEaAX,

New Chapels — Three Churches. Bang-
kok, July 25, 1868. — Last month the
chapel was dedicated, and the church or-
ganized at Lengkiachu, and this month
the chapel at Banplasoi has been dedi-
cated and the church organized, a Chinese
pastor ordained, and deacons elected
there. We have now three Chinese
churches connected with this mission, one
at Lengkiachu, of ten members ; one at
Banplasoi, of thirty-four members, and
one at Bangkok, of thirty-one Chinese
mewmbers. God bas been very good to us,
and to Him be all the glory. His power
is needed to preserve these churches of
His own planting, and give progress and
perpetuity to His own work, and manifest
forth His glory, after this beginning of
miracles among this people.

Need of more Laborers. July 23.—
In the report of the annual meeting in
New York, I notice an allusion to Rev.
S. B. Partridge, designated as a mission-
ary to the Chinese and about to be sent
to Bangkok. Let him come witbhout delay.
Never was a man more needed, and never
bad a man a of a warmer wel-
come. ‘The churches at Banplasoi and
Lengkiachu suffer for the want of a man
to superintend them. One bas an o~
dained Chinese pastor, but they are all
young in Christianity and need care and
conansel, O how much! \We just hear that
the Lisles had reached Hongkong, with
but little prospect of being able to remain
there and labor. We greatly mourn the

N

loss of their society and aid here, and
daily pray God to sanctify to them and
to us this sore disappointment. But will
you send us others? I am sure you will,
and that speedily, though you have borne
long with us. There are special reasons
why we should have a man here soon.
God has been testing our faith in regard
to fellow-laborers. Chilcott isdead ; Lisle
has gooe ; but God is here, and by sig-
nificant tokens is calling for helpers from
the American churches. The Chinese
are asking for teachers to lead them to
Christ, and the Christian’s heaven.

Cannot say No. There are times when
Ican’t say No. When the Chinese ask
if Jesus Christ can save them as well as
us, I cannot say No. When these perish-
ing millions raise the wailing ery for help,
to deliver them from the direful woes that
await the idolaters, the liars, the murder-
ers, and the unclean, and save them from
the dreadful damnation of the heathen,
I cannot say No. God helping me, I will
continue to point them upward to the
worlds Deliverer, and cry for helpers
from home, till that hand is covered and
that voice is hushed in the grave.

The Churck at Banplasoi. Aug. 2,
1868. — The newly ordained pastor of the
Banplasoi church preached for us at Bang-
kok this morning, and broke bread at the
Lord's Supper this afternoon. One case
of church discipline was settled at the
church meeting at noon, and the delin-
quent reclaimed. Twenty-five Chinese
members out of thirty-one were present at
the table; one of the remaining six was
confined at bome ; three were absent from
the city, and two, not reported. Several
Chinese, not members of the charch, were
present at the Supper, three of whom have

signified their wish for baptism. .

The Eclipse of the Sun. The king,
with many of the officers of government
and some of the European community, are
preparing to leave for a place on the west
coast of the Gulf, in lat. 110.30, to view
the total eclipse of the sun on the 18th.
Several of his Majesty’s steamboats bave
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for several days been running back and
forth with men and material in preparation
for the event, when the king expects the
governor of Singapore, the admiral from
China, with French officers from Cochin
China, as his guests. Temporary dwell-
ings have been erected, American car-
riages have been transported, and large
Pprovisions are in progress for the accommo-
dation of visitors. We remain at home, to
witness a partial eclipse of the sun and
to enlighten, if possible, the multitudes
around us to whom the Sun of righteous-
ness is in a total eclipse. The king un-
derstands the cause of an eclipse of the
sun, and how to foretell one ; but the peo-
ple with the nobility generally ascribe it to
the yak, or monster, which they say at-
tempts to devour the sun and moon, and
he is frightened off from the devouring by
beating tin pans and brass kettles, and
gongs and drums. The din or wail on
such occasions here is enough to frighten
away any monster not fabulous. The
mystery to the people is how any one can
foretell the time the monster is coming to
devour. It is hoped that the coming tem-
porary darkness may through his Majesty
give to his subjects some scientific light,
and aid them to seek the light of the
world.

Tke Cry of Human Nature. A Chinese
in rustic garb came to the mission-house
this morning, and in answer to the ques-
tion, ** What do you desire ?” said, “ I seek
for Jesus. I am poor and unhappy, and I
heard that Jesus can make me happy.”
“Yes, you are right; you are asking for
just the only one in all the world who can
make you happy.”

This reminds me of the language of
Simon and his associates who followed
their Master at the early dawn, found him
in a solitary place and said, “ All men
seek for thee.” Yes, the whole world,
mostly with blinded eyes and in mistaken
ways, are seeking for Jesus, or that which
Jesus alone can give. The manacled mil-
lions of Satan’s captives seek for some one
to loose their fetters, and it is only Jesus’
band that can break their bonds. The
woes of the lonely widow, the dread of the

drunkard’s wife, the hushed sighs of secret
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sorrow, and the cries of suffering orphan-
age, if they might find expression in words,
would say, “ We seek for Jesus.” The
din and discord of strife in all its forms,
the clangor of the death struggle by con-
tending armies, the ghastly field of blood
still sending up commingled execrations
and prayers, with all its entailments of
desolate homes and more desolate hearts,
would say in sorrowful, but significant
speech, ** We seek for Jesus.” The poor
pagan, hewing a block into an image, if
possible more stolid than himself, then
prostrating his soul and body before it in
prayer, with sacrificial offerings and burn-
ing incense, and when done with his
senseless service turning to a home as
dreary as his own dismal heart, then wan-
dering blindly on through days of darkness,
lengthened into years of dreary hopeless-
ness, to be ended only in the dreadful
damnation of the wicked idolater, — he
and millions of the like, by myriad tongues
of discordant notes, unite in one doleful
cry of touching significancy, ¢ We seek for
Jesus.” To all we are commissioned to
say, “ Whom ye ignorantly seek, Him we
preach unto you; and more than all you
seek in your varied struggles for happi-
ness, in Him we promise unto you.”

More Baptisms. Aug. 22. — Two days
ago two Chinese, living eight days up the
country, having during their visit at Bang-
kok given evidence of faith in Christ, were
baptized, and have gone on their way
homeward rejoicing. They read Chinese,
and have taken some Scriptures and tracts
to give to their friends in their village of
one hundred houses. They may have been
sent by God to kindle a light in the dark
regions beyond us. 1should gladly follow
them in person, but now can only follow
them in prayer and hope and faith.
Scarcely a day passes but some member of
some of the churches comes for counsel, or
care, or correction.

Through the Crevices. The king and
his court have just returned from the
coast, where they met parties from Singa-
pore and China, and several astronomers
from France, to see the eclipse of the sun,
— pronounced to be a perfect success.
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The sun here was darkened, leaving but a
rim of light like a new moon on its first or
second day, and this shed its crescent light
throngh the crevices of the roof, leaving
the counterpart of the unclouded rim dis-
tinctly resting on the floor of the verandah,
forming a number of bright new moons on
the floor wherever the light could find a

passage through the roof.

One Chinese church-member is reported
to have died recently at Banchang, two
days distant. Two of the old members
bere are quite feeble, but at chapel every
Sabbath thus far.

————

Lxrrer rrox Miss A. F. Dxax.

The New Chapel at Banplasoi. Ban-
plasoi, July 18, 1868. — In the new chapel
here, I am enjoying the comfort of a plank
floor, on which one may step firmly with-
out fear of slipping through. The build-
ing measures thirty by thirty-three feet,
all of wood, with an atap roof. Fronting
the sea is an open verandah, where one
finds the full benefit of the breeze, which
is far more refreshing than the air of
Bangkok just now. The verandah opens
into the chapel-room, which occupies
the larger half of the building, and
would probably seat more than a hundred
persons. Back of this are three rooms,
used as sleeping and dining-rooms. The
kitchen and bath-room are about to be.
Chek Leng, one of the church-members
close by, superintended the building ; act-
ing as nearly as he could in accordance
with the suggestions of the * venerable
teacher; ” and he certainly deserves great
credit for the strength and convenience
of the structure. Like the other houses
about, it is built on posts driven into
the mud ; bat it is higher, and cooler, and
cleaner than theirs; and although appar-
ently on such a soft foundation, it stands
well the strong winds to which it is sub-
Jject.

A Sail on the Gulf. My father and
myself left Bangkok in the family boat
on Wednesday, July 8, at seven A. M.,
expecting to go a tedious journey through

canals to this place. But the boatmen
were averse to that ; and, after repeated
assurances from the steersman that the
boat could croes the gulf without danger,
they were allowed to take their own
course.

‘We were at the mouth of the river at
midday. After rowing for about three
hours on the gulf, the wind would not al-
low us to go farther, so we tried to keep
ahead of the waves, in shallow water, and
close to the shore. The rising tide car-
ried us higher ahd higher up the sloping
coast, until I, for one, began to be afraid
that she would be rude with us and get us
into deep water. Bat no, she only took
us up among the bushes, and there quietly
receded ; so quietly were we then
steadied from the waves that all went to
sleep and the tide stole away, leaving us
fast in the mud, and we awoke just in
time to see the waters at the stern laugh-
ing at our calamity. There we had to
stay a night and a day, waiting for the
tide to come and rescue us. In this case
she proved more powerful than ten men,
and we went on our way rejoicing.

A Kind Providence. There was a kind
providence in this detention, however, as
we learned afterward, to preserve us from
the boisterous sea. On Friday, at sun-
set, we landed. Scarcely were we ont of
the boat, our goods and chattels not yet
all in the chapel, before there came a
fresh breeze, which must certainly bave
upset our little boat had she been on the
waves. As it was, it nearly blew me off
the narrow raised walk leading to the
chapel, and father had to hold on to the
strong arm of Chek Leng to keep his
balance. After we were safely housed,
the wind and rain came in great fury ;
only showing another wonderful deliver-
ance from the power of thoe elements, and
giving evidence again that we were in the
safe keeping of Him who commands the
winds and the waves. As the friends who
called next day heard the incidents of our
trip, they all said, “ The God of Heaven
has preserved you.”

Each caller came with a gift, as the
custom is; some brought rain-water,
which they know we prize; others, fowls,
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fish, and eggs, pomegranates and custard
app’es, more than enough for us and the
boatmen. Lastof all, the assistant brought
in a miniature sea-horse. Although dead,
he had once been alive, and was found by
men who went out for museels. This we
could hardly number with the articles of
food, although a Frenchman might have
done s0.

Dedication, Ordination, and Election of
Deacons. On Sabbath was the dedicatorial
service, at which were present something
over forty. Afterwards seven candidates
were examined for baptism; that ordi-
nance was deferred until next Sunday,
when there would be high water.

July 20. — Yesterday we passed an-
other interesting Sabbath with the friends
at Banplasoi. Before the morning service
was over, nearly sixty were present. As
in country churches at home, — not so in
the city, of course,—some were not in
to hear the text, which was in 1 Cor. v.
12. After the sermon, Chek Pua, the
assistant, who has been laboring among
them for two or three mionths, was
unanimously elected their pastor, and was
ordained. Being the first one set apart
among the Chinese here as a minister of
the gospel, he hesitated long about ac-
cepting the office. He was baptized by
Mr. Ashmore, and for several years has
been an assistant preacher. Although he
has been through no theological seminary,
bhe seems to have a good knowledge of
Scripture, and is gifted in explaining and
applying it. Two members who have
been longest in the church were appointed
deacons.

Baptism of Nine Candidates. In the
evening, when the tide was high and
favorable for baptism, the church came
together again, and two more candidates
offered themselves for the ordinance, and
after examination, were accepted. After
a few minutes’ walk we found a sandy
beach, whence we saw the nine baptized
in the sea. At the communion which fol-
lowed, there were present twenty-five out
of the thirty-four members, and among
them three women, all of them wives of
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church-members. One especially inter-
ested me, 80 earnest does she appear to
be after the truth; her husband, too,
manifests a beautiful spirit, and together
they seem honestly striving to follow their
Master.

In the midst of this rejoicing, the church
was reminded that her pleasure was not
yet unalloyed ; for three of the members
were mentioned as subjects for discipline.

Pray for thislittle church, now indepen-
dent, but scarcely able tostand alone, that
God may ratify in heaven what has been
done for it on earth ; that He may estab-
lish, strengthen, and purify it, and make
it a light in the surrounding darkness.

—_——
INDIA.

Savcas Presivency,
LerTER PrROM MR. CLOUGH.

Inquirers and Baptism. Ongole, July
16, 1868. — July 4th, while millions in
our own happy America were celebrating
the day that gave birth to the nation, fifty
or sixty Hindus, most of them anxious
about their souls, were coming, or had
already arrived at Ongole from various
villages to see, to hear about Jesus, or
to be baptized. After much teaching,
inquiry, and prayer, fourteen were re-
ceived; and on the 6th inst. were immersed
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. A lovely company they were.
How much I wish that the many friends
of the Teloogoos could have been present.
You could not have understood the words
spoken; but their actions, the sobs and
tears of some, and the sweet smile upon
the faces of others, as they went down
into the water, would have assured you,
no doubt, that Jesus was precious to them,
and that their faith was great.

Mokammedan Priestan Inquirer. Since
I commenced writing this letter, the man
Khan Sabib, the Mohammedan priest,
whom I mentioned a year or more ago,
has been here to see me. I urged upon
him the importance of believing in Jesus,
as I bave many times before. At first he
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of Palestine, and §g¥f geographical notices
of its principal as given in Sahnay’s
translation. . Jhis class and others were

examined.
missioner, of Toungoo and other English
mde( here. At the close of the ex-
amination much surprise was expressed at
the advance of this class in particular.
- An especial effort has been made,
- through this study of the “ Life of Christ,”
to impress the spirit of Christ as mani-
fested in His works, upon the heart of
each member of the class, and I think not
without the blessing of the Spirit. Their
eonception of a Christian life, as a life of
self-denial and full consecration to God,
seemed to deepen as we followed Christ to
the close of His earthly work and suf-
ferings.

In consequence of some changes in the
eommissariat department of the school, the
expenses of the school have been reduced
somewhat. [ feel confident that I ean re-
duce them yet more next year, while the
echool will be quite as effective as now.

Owing to cholera in town and jungle,
the numbers have not been as large as last
year. The whole number in attendance
at any ome time has been seventy-one.

Karen Ministars’ Meeting. The Minis-
ters’ Meeting occurred at the close of the
school examination. The usual degree of
interest was manifested by those present.
Their reports bad much to interest and
wech o sadden. One spoke of the re-
viliag which be encountered among the
heathen, because of the quarrels which
have existed in the churches. They say,
“You do not kive more happily together
with your religion than we with our wor-
ship of mats, why should we embrace it ?
We will wait till we see and know far
ther, before we receive your teaching.”

Thus the religion of a risen Saviour is
brought into centempt. Their repartsalso
show a great apathy in the minds of the
people with respect to schools, in fact in the
minde of most of the preachers also. Yet
im the midst of discouragement, there were
some ¥ems of interest and encouragemeat.
Two preachers from the Behai country,
whoe live in the midst of the disloyal
porty, and who have saffered much from

o
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their opponents, because of their determi-
nation to cling to Christ, gave a very in-
teresting account of their experience.
They gave full evidence of their high
calling, much to our encouragement.

There have not been as many baptisms
as last year, I think, but I am not yet able
to state truly, as only a few of the pastors
bave sent in reports I hope to report
definitely soon.

———

JOURNAL oF A NATIVE PrEACEXR, SAU
Kwamz.
Furnished by Mr. Brayton, of Rangoon.

Tour to Siam. Dec. 9, 1867. — Myself
and wife left Maulmain in company with
our brother Pahpoo, who conducted us as
far as the Christian village Naut a kau on
the river Attaran. Here the Christians
received us very kindly, and encouraged
us in both word and deed. They gave us
Rs. 18 in money, and also paid two men
Rs. 10 to conduct us beyond the region of
Christians to a village called Poo-kan. At
this place the people listened to our mes-
sage and one woman seemed particularly
interested. Remained ten days, preach-
ing the glad tidings of salvation.

Then having hired a guide, we pro-
ceeded on our way, and after sleeping in
the jungle two nights, on Jan. 4, 1868,
reached the village of Prat-thoo-wan, on
the head-waters of a stream leading down
to Bangkok. Prat-thoo-wan is a Pwo
Karen village, and was visited many years
ago by teachers Brayton and Harris. The
headman was not at home, and we were

‘not allowed to remain in the place. Went

to the next village down the river, but
were neither permitted to stop there.

Purchased a small boat to descend the
river. Found the villages 30 near each
other that sometimes we called at several in
ome day, and at other times spent several
days in ome place, according to circum-
stances and the disposition of the people
to listen to the truth.

At Tee-thung-lay, on the 13th of Janu-
ary, 1 was attacked by fever, and hence
we were obliged (0 stop a few days. At
this place a wan by the name of Prat-
saw-was, invited us o stop and teach the
people. So I said, “If you wish us to
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r stop, we will leave our baggage for a few
days, and after visiting some of the vil-
lages below, will return and stop with
you.” ¢ Yes,doso,”said he.

Having recovered from fever we went
ou to the next village, but no one would
receive us. Some asked, “For what
have you come ? Have you come to visit
relatives, or what”? I replied, “ We
have come fo preach the gospel.” They
threatened to take me to the king. “ Very
well, I woald like to go to Bangkok, come
take me along.” Then they would not
take me, and would give us nothing to
eat.

About sunset reached Ka-meet-gnau,
where we obtained rice, and were allowed

to preach.

Jan. 80. — At Keik-day, my wife was
seized with fever, which continued four
days. Then we began to return, and af-
ter visiting many different villages and
telling them of the glad tidings, we reached
Tee-thung-lay again on Feb. 8th. But
Prat-sau-wan, who invited us to stop, not
being at home, no one would receive us
this time. After itinerating nntil the 12th
of March, we reached the village of Wah-
plang-tah. Here a young man wished
to learn the arithmetic, and the people
seemed quite friendly. They wished to
bave us stop in their village, but could not
have us in their houses, because we could
not unite with them in their idolatrous
ceremonies, and nat offerings. Yet they
pointed out a place where we could build
a house, and promised to help in so do-
ing, if we would remain.

Here I resolved to leave my wife and
return to Maulmain, to try and get an as-
sociate in labor. Where the people are
disposed to listen, they are very anxious
to hear singing; but neither myself or
wife can conduct singing to advantage.
And then when any one wishes to learn
the book, I need some one to teach the
spelling book, while I give my time and
attention to preaching the truth.

80 leaving my wife at Wah-plang-tah,
on the 16th of March I started on my re-
tarn to Maulmain. On the way I found
several places where the young people
seemed much interested, but they were
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evidently afraid of external influences.
Reached Maulmain the 26th of March.

Appeal to Christians. And now, my
dear brethren in Christ everywhore, I
wish to say that the people in Siam, be-
ing wholly given to idolatry and all its
attendant evils, are very, very dark.
Therefore I earnestly entreat you all,
every one of you,.to pray to God, and
beg hard that He would have compassion
on that people, enlighten their dark
minds and awake them from their stu-
pidity.

The headmen there are very anxious to
get presents, and those who can give them
liberally can travel anywhere without
difficulty. But as we cannot do this, we
sometines find it hard work to get along.
And it is well understood that it the peo-
ple listen to our preaching, they will no
longer worship priests, idols, etc. Hence
their opposition. But I am not by any
means discouraged. I wish to try it at
least one or two years longer.

And another year, if it please God, I
wish to go down to Bangkok, and by the
aid of the missionaries there, obtain a
pass from the king to travel and preach
the gospel. The greatest obstacle in my
own miud is, I have no associate laborer.
On this account 1 sometimes feel very
much disheartened. May it please the
Living God to furnish me one in ks own
time. Amen.

Mr. Brayton adds to the above that before re-
turning to Siam, ** Sau Kwaine cawme over to
Rungoon to visit his only child, a bright lud of
twelve yeare in our school, and 1 had a long

“talk with him on the subject of his mission.

He seemed to have the true missionary spirit,
aud to have no desire but to go there and
preach Jesus. Having known him intimately
ever since he embraced the truth, some twenty
years ago, 1 fully believe his sole object is to
win souls to Christ. But he needs a fellow la-
borer. He did not succeed in getting any one
to return with him, but I trust some one will
join him soon.”
—
$ission to the Hpans.
LerTER rROM MR. CusHING.

The Zimmay and Shan Dialects. Ran-
goon, Sept. 17, 1868. — For more than a
month I employed a teacher formerly {rom
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to the Omniscient eye. But I have be-
come convinced that the result of mission-
ary labor is not to be estimated by the
number of professed conversions. If it
were 80, then should all remain faithfal, —
which is by no means the case,—how

hopeless, even to the most sanguine, would .

seem the prospect of the world's conver-
sion! In that case, in all beathen lands
certainly, the church of Christ would not
keep pace with the world. But when we
know that notwithstanding all the bigotry,
and superstition, and ignorance of Chris-
tianity in the minds of millions, as well as
batred of it in the hearts of other millions,
there is a growing lack of confidence in
Hinduism, and a growing conviction of the
saperiority of Christianity, though the idea
of superiority may be very material, though
the general influence of Christianity may
be little more than to make the educated
nations ashamed of the absurdities of idol
worship; — I say, when we know this,
we may say that Christianity is gaining
ground, while Hinduism is losing.

But the process is necessarily slow, as it
seems to American eyes. And yet the
leaven is working; and when the mass is
pervaded by it, who knows but that God
will raise up another Luther, to lead a
grand religious movement in this eastern
world ?  Of one thing we may be sure, —
God’s work will not fail. And of another
thing we may be equally confident: that
if God has sent us here to have some hum-
ble share in carrying forward His work,
we may be hopeful in discouragements,
cheerful amid trials, always rejoicing that
God can make us instruments of ‘good to
a benighted people, never growing weary
in well doing, *forasmuch as we know
that our labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
It will bave some place in the final result.
Ounly let us bave faith to believe and pa-

tience to wait, as well as grace and strength
for the labor at hand.

—————

Eastern Ehina fMission.
LerTER FROM MR. GODDARD.

In a letter dated Ningpo, Oct. 10, Mr.
Goddard communicates the afflictive intelligence
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of the death of his wife Oct. 1, and adds as fol-
lows: —

Anzious to be at Work. 1 hope now to
push the work with vigor, and to be able
in a short time to begin the work of pro-
claiming the unsearchable riches of Christ
to this people. I feel impatient to do so.
It seems almost unendurable, at times, to
look upon these masees of men and women
and children, living in ignorance of the
truth and hastening on to death, without
being able to speak to them. I feel at
times as if I must speak. May the Lord
increase my desire and give me utterance;
and above all, may the Holy Spirit, with-
out whose help all labor is unavailing,
work mightily in rousing and renewing
these vile, depraved, sin-hardened and
desperately wicked hearts, which seem so
utterly devoid of feeling and steeled
against the truth. Were it not that the
Lord of hosts is with us, missions to the
Chinese would be specimens of consum-
mate folly. But in His name we will go
forward, and possess the land; *for we
are able.”

———

SIAM.
€binese Flssion of Bangkok.

LETTER FrROM DR. DEAN.

It has been already announced that Mr. and
Mrs. Lisle, designated to the Chinese Mission of
Bangkok, arrived at their station Jan. 15, 1868.
Severe and threatening illness almost imme-
diately set in, and they were compelled to flee
from the country, as the only hope of saving
life. Mr. and Mrs. Lisle sailed as soon as pos-
sible for California, by way of Hongkong, and
are now in favorable health, laboring in San
Francisco. The following characteristic and
beautiful letter addressed by Dr. Dean to the
young missionaries will be read with interest by
the friends of missions.

Letter to Mr. and Mrs. Lisle. Bang-
kok, June 10, 1868. — My dear Mr. and
Mrs. Lisle, — Your coming to us brought
great joy. Your departure leaves us in
great sadness. We had hoped to live
with you here for a few years, and then
leave the interests of the mission in your
care, under the guardianship of the Good
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Shepherd. He seems now to order oth-
erwise, and we bow to His decree, though
it brings us into the dust and buries us in
a cloud of sorrow,. We have just parted
with our sons, and you seem to us like
children, and we shall continue to cherish
for you parental interest and solicitade.
Wae shall daily pray our Father in Heaven
to watch over and preserve you, restore
you to health, to your home, and if it
please Him, restore you again to this, your
chosen field of labor, where you bave
gladdened others and made yourselves
happy. The few words of truth you have
spoken to the church and the heathen will
be good seed, to bear fruit hereafter. You
will not forget those you leave here. You
will think of Bangkok as your first domes-
tic home, as the birthplace of your first
domestic inheritance. God long spare the
little one, & comfort and blessing to loving,
living parents.

You will remember us on reaching our
home-land, and plead our wants. We need
here, as you well know, two strong men.
The old ones are not weary, but well
worn, and may not long continue on earth.
Let not the sun go down on this mission.
Light, from the upper temple, where the
Lamb is the glory, shines upon us, and the
Lord has here much people ; and as God
has weakened your gtrength, it will be
your first desire to persuade some good
man to come without delay to take your
place among us. God bless you evermore.

Progress of the Work. Bangkok, Sept.
80. The three Chinese churches under
our care are progressing slowly. Last
month the church at Banplasoi had its
communion service with their Chinese pas-
tor. I was with the church at Leng-kia-
chu at its last Supper, and the church at
Bangkok expects the ordinance next
Sabbath.

The pastor at Banplasoi writes that he
feels the burden of looking after the flock,
and fears that some of them are going
astray, and asks prayers in his and their
bebalf, that the Good Shepherd would
watch over them all.

One man is reported to have fallen
under the snare of the Romanists, who are
said to aid their converts in business mat-

[March,

ters, and in their relations with the gov-
ernment. ‘This begets a desire in some of
our members to draw us before the magis-
trates in their behalf, on some trivial oces-
sion, involving the sum of a few ticals
While we would show a wakefal desire to
protect these poor men from oppression,
it is sometimes not easy to know how far
we may wisely yield to their solicitations
for our interference in worldly matters.
“ Troubled on every side, yet not dis-
tressed ; perplexed, but not in despair.”
For our light affliction, for a moment works
out for us 8 WEIGHT OF GLORY — ETRR-
NAL —and FAR MORE.

“ This Untoward Generation.” I once
thonght, before seeing the heathen, that
they were poor creatures that would gladly
accept good things offered to them, at any
time and in any form; but after seeing
them, I find that their wretchedmess ex-
ceeds all my former conceptions by a hun-
dred fold, while they exhibit the most
perfect indifference to all my offered sym-
pathy and help, unless it is shown in the
shape of money. Indeed they are not
slow to show their sense of wrong if I in-
terfere with their religious creed, and
repel as an insult my efforts to teach them
anything they do not know. They affect,
if they do not really feel, a sort of con-
temptuous sympathy for me, in all things
in which my religion, social habits, and
costume differ from theirs. Their con-
ceited superiority to us in all things is
expremsed by look and action, if not in
words, and is measured by the greatness
of their ignorance and superstition. Hav-
ing only a selfish motive for their actions,
they can assign no other to ours, and gen-
erally they add to the selfishness of that
motive the base design of harming them
or intriguing for their kingdom. In send-
ing theirchildren to our schools, they think
they are thus doing us a favor, and some-
times ask and oftener think, how much
money they might gain by professing
Christianity. The idea of doing or giving
anything from Christian charity or pure
benevolence is beyond their credence or
comprehension. There is nothing too lit-
tle or too large for them to accept asa
gift; but that does not imply that they
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will read the books they accept or take
the medicine they buy. They do some-
times try European medicines, when their
own physicians have vainly tried to cure
them, and when in need of surgical ser-
vice, they will accept the aid of FEuropeans
to do that for them which the natives
never attempt.

The heathen have the same latent en-
mity to the gospel which is discovered by
the impenitent in Christian lands, and
beyond that they have the stolid ignorance
which disqualifies them to understand an
argument and comprehend a logical con-
clusion. He that supposes the heathen
are ready to accept the first offers of the
gospel, has yet to learn the rudiments of
missionary service, and to go forth pre-
pared for the most unexpected disappoint-
ments.

Opium Smoking. Last night on closing
the door of my study, the scent from the
rooms below convinced me that there
must be opium-smoking near. Leaving
my lamp and walking gently to the room
of my Chinese writer, I found him at his
table copying his Chinese manuscript with
a rapid flourish of his hair pencil, his eye
sparkling with unnatural brightness, and
his countenance aglow with the fumes of
the exhilarating drug. As I entered his
door, he arose and invited me to a seat,
with a courtly grace that might do honor
toa disciple of Chesterfield. On remark-
ing that his room contained a variety of
smokes, he replied that he smoked tobacco
for his amusement and burned gum ben-
jamin to keep off the mosquitoes. On
stepping to his bed, I lifted his opium-pot
and the pipe, still reeking with the odor
of its recent use, and inquired what was
the object of these. *“ O, these are kept
for the accommodation of my friends who
call to see me, who may expect something
more than a smoke of tobacco or a cup of
tea,” Though these were kept alone for
bis private use, the falseshood came as
readily to his thoughts, and flowed as
smoothly from his lips, as if it had been
the most pleasing truth ever uttered; and,
when reminded that by his contract for
service, these opium implements were for-
feited, and as I bore away these lawful
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spoils of his surprised camp, he spoke as
courteously and bowed as graciously as on
a leave-taking with his most cherished
friend. This morning he called with the
same imperturbed countenance, a little
pallid and contemplative, after sleeping off
the stimulus of his last night’s elixir, and
remarked that the fires of his kitchen had
gone out and begged for two or three
ticals to rekindle them, that is, to buy
some food. He was paid half then his due,
and went away content, professedly to
buy food, but probably to buy opium.
This may be classed among the lost arts,
as some one has said, — the art of not do-
lng what had better be left undone, that
is, smoking opium.

The Siamese Government. Oct. 8. —
The king of Siam died of typhoid fever,
Oct. 1, in the 64th year of his age, and the
18th of his reign.

On the same day Kalahome, the Prime
Minister, called a meeting of the Sana-
bodi (Royal Electors), who unanimously
appointed —

As Supreme King, Prince Chaufa, son
of the late sovereign.

As Second King, Prince George Wash-
ington, nephew of the late sovereign.

As Regent, Prince Maha Mala, half-
brother of the late sovereign.

The king elect was born Sept. 21, 1853,
and may be crowned next month.

The second king was born Aug. 80,1838,
son of the late second king.

The regent was born April 24, 1818.

The late king had eighty children, one
of whom now succeeds to his throne at the
age of fifteen years, and has already three
wives. The late second king died Dec.
81, 1865. His son, now thirty years old,
succeeds him as second king. This prince
received from the Rev. Mr. Davenport
the name of George Washington.

The present Regent, now fifty years
old, is the half-brother of the late supreme
and second kings, being a son of their
royal father, but not of their queenly
mother.

These three royal princes, to whom is
now intrusted the government of this
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kingdom, hold by an undispated title their
present exalted position, and promise
honorably to discharge their responsible
duties. .

Reseeption of the Missionaries by the new
King. Oct. 19. — Last Monday, most of
the mission party, -including ladies and
gentlemen, were conducted by the United
States Consul to an audience with the king
elect. He arose and received each with a
shake of the hand and a salutation in
English. Then all were seated in chairs,
while the company of nobles were pros-
trate in the hall before him. After thank-
ing the visitors for their congratulations,
he said he was too weak to say more, and
rose and waved a parting salutation ; and,
with the aid of two attendants, walked to
his private room. He is still feeble from

the effects of the fever which removed his -

royal father, and it may be doubtful if his
health will admit of the coronation spoken
of for next week. From this hall the party
were conducted to the old audience cham-
ber of the king, where the remains of his
late Majesty are deposited in a stately
urn to await the burning, some months
hence. By the side of the urn were de-
posited jeweled boxes, and sword and pipe
used by his Majesty here, but which he
could not take with him. His diamonds,
and gold, and crown, and palace, and hon-
ors are all left behind, and he enters the
new world unattended, unadorned, unhon-
ored, unless by the Christ whose name he
has heard while here.

Persecution of a Member. During the
week a report came from the pastor of the
church at Banplasoi that the Catholic
priest had taken one of his flock and had
him still in irons, and that the local magis-
trate dared not interfere to liberate him.
The case has been presented by the United
States Counsul to the authorities at the
capital, and it remains to be proved what
may be the result.

The Chinese at Wat Ko were addressed
on the following Sabbath, from Luke 6:
22, on the blessing promised to the poor
and persecuted. Then the charch met in
the afternoon, to pray for their brother in
prison.

Lerrer rrou Miss FIELDE.

Death of the King — His Successor.
Bangkok, Oct. 2, 1868. — We have from
the palace this morning the sad news of the
death of the king, which occurred at nine
o'clock last evening. At ten o'clock the
Sanabodi was assembled, and so quickly
and quietly were its decisions made, that
the notice of the new elections arrived at
one of the consulates before midnight,
and at the same time as the announce-
ment of the death of the king. The
prince Chaufa, a lad of fifteen, is elected
to his father’s throne, with a half-brother
of the late king as his counsellor ; and
prince George Washington becomes sec-
ond king, in place of his father who died
in 1860, that office having been vacant
until now.

The last public act of the king was in
keeping with his character. In his love
of his favorite science, he held his court
during a half month at Hoa Wan, where
he entertained with royal munificence a
great number of Europeans, and with them
observed the total eclipse of the sun on the
18th of August. It is thought that he
there incurred the fever of which he died.

History of the King. In 1825, the
late king, Chaufa Mongkut, then twenty
years old, on the death of his father,
became, as eldest son of the queen, the
rightful occupant of the throne of Siam;
but his elder brother, Prasat Thong, the
son of an inferior wife, possessed himself
of the throne, and spent twenty-six years
in the study of Sanskrit, Pali, history, re-
ligion, physics, chemistry, astronomy, and
the English language. In 1851, on the
death of Prasat Thong, Chaufa Mongkut
was called from his retirement to the
throne, and has since occupied himself
with the making of canals and roads, the
building of ships and steam-boats, and
the training of his troops. In intelligence
and liberality he was first among Asiatic
monarchs.

To Christian teachers he gave perfect
freedom in their work, and by personal
kindness encouraged them. Yet he died,
as be lived, a Buddhist. Christianity has
not flourished in Siam. Perhaps it re-
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quires to wrestle with persecution, in order
to grow vigorously.

Missions and Christianity in Siam.
Reckoning from the first establishment of
a Christian mission among the Siamese in
1832 until now, not including any women,
nor any person who has left the country
before having had time to acquire the
language, and making allowance for ab-
sence on account of sickness or other
causes, there remain sixteen xmnonsnel,
averaging thirteen years apiece, living
among and laboring to convert the Sia-
mese; and the number of native members
in the Siamese mission churches, is to-day
less than three to each missionary. And
these native Christians are not themselves
strong promulgators of the faith they have
embraced, but those who must hold to the
teacher as well as to the teachings to
keep from falling back into heathenism.
Among the common people, the *¢ half-

” are very few ; and in the high
places, Buddhism sits as firmly as it did
thirty years ago. True, intercourse with
foreign nations and the study of western
sciences bas, among the nobles, destroyed
some superstitions. The Prime Minister,
acknowledged by all to be the most able
man in the kingdom, is & rank infidel.
Others might truly subscribe themselves,
as the late king did in a letter to one of the
missionaries, “ Your friend, but a sincere
hater of Christianity.” Only a few are
sufficiently awake to hate; the dead,
dread, apathy of Buddhism is on them.

The statistics above, on this page, are
carefully compiled; no one here could
dispute them. Some, looking with anxious
and expectant eyes, would tell you that
the throne of Buddha is being undermined
and is tottering; but any wholly. impar
tial, Christian observer would, I think, say
as I have written.

The Work to be Accomplished. The
command stands binding as when it first
isued from the lips of the risen Saviour,
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” There is the

« All nations shall come and
worship before” God. Doubtless the ful-
fillment of the last rests on our obedience

YOL. XLIX. 6

81

to the fist. But for every heavenly good,
God demands a large price in physical
comfort, in material sabstance. By ask-
ing such a price for it, He teaches us to
value it.

Years ago, what precious lives were
given, what hardships were undergone to
gain our country’s freedom; and every
patriot said, “ We have not given too
much.” And lately, what rivers of blood,
what millions of gold have been paid, in
our land, for the establishment of a prin-
ciple ; and every true man cries, “ Shame
on him who says the price was too
great.”

Yet it took an army of two millions of
men, and cost six billions of dollars to set
free three millions of bondmen.

And here, in China and Siam alone are
four hundred millions of people in a thral-
dom far more dreadful than that of any
African slave, —that of a living soul
bound to a dead god, with all the powers
of darkness holding the chain.

Against them are arrayed a force of
two hundred men and women. The case
is as sad and as hopeless as that of the
three hundred Spartans, opposed by the
myriads of Xerxes.

It cannot be done,— never, until a
number of men such as is now unthought
of, are brought into the field, and above
all, with a degree of self-devotion that is
now undreamed of, can we hope that « the
kingdoms of this world will become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.”

——

LerrEr rroM Miss A. F. DEAN.

Missionary Tours. Bangkok, Sept. 2,
1868. — I started out this morning with
Mise Fielde, directly after breakfast, in
the small boat (two oars). As the tide
was strong down, we crossed over, to
avoid the currents which on this side it
was almost impoesible to stem. The boat
left me at one of several floating houses,
which were “connected, so that I could
walk from one to the other; and then
went on with Miss Fielde.

At the first house I found three men
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who could read Chinese, and gave them
books, each different from his neighbor’s.
They bad heard the “ doctrine ” by the
“old teacher” at Wat Ko, and assented
to my invitation to go again and hear it.
In the next place I found a woman who
read Siamese. Her only child, a fat little
boy, two or three years old, was playing
with the tea tray. The husband, who
was inside, asleep, when 1 went, came
out before I left and asked me to eat
betel; which is about equivalent to an
Englishman’s invitation to take a glass of
wine. I declined to eat with him, but
gave him a ¢ Manual ” and asked him to
read it at his leisure. He wanted to know

* if one needed to pay anything to worship
God, and if I was paid for distributing
books and talking with the ‘people, and
how much. The woman thought I must
make a great deal of merit. I tried to tell
them facts in the case, and left them for
the next house, where were three or four
men drinking tea, and smoking and eating
betel. In compliance with their invitation,
I took one of their little cups of clear tea.
They owned large boats, which they let
for carrying cargo, themselves going as
boatmen. They let at the rate of three
or four tamlungs a day. (A tamlung is
four ticals, a tical, sixty cents.) The
former houses kept cloth, tigers’ and leo-
parde’ skins, etc., for sale. The floating
houses extend for perhaps three miles on
each side of the river. They are occupied
by families, some by wealthy men, but
most of them are shops as well as dwell-
ings.

— Monday morning I visited five
floating houses, distributing eight books,
among them the first volume of the Pen-
tuteuch. In the first house, the man, a
Siamo-Chinese, and his wife both called
for Siamese books, which they could read.
They seemed interested in the account of
Jesus’ sufferings and death, which I tried
to give them in brief. In these five
houses I could step from one to another.
The people were all respectful, and most
listened attentively to what was told them.
One little boy had read (as he said) the
« Hundred Questions,” which I gave him
a week or s0 ago.

[Bared,

Tuesday. — Distributed five becks and
visited three houses.

I still continue my daily visits to the
floating houses. Sometimes the people
are evidently not inclined to receive me.
One said when I offered him a book, “ 0,
I bhave finished the Chinese books, and now
that I am engaged in business, I have no
time for reading.” Another, a young
woman, asked me why I came to ber
house. She with her companions langhed,
and the men about ridiculed the ides of
there being but one God. Another day,
1 stopped first at a place where the woman
of the house received me very kindly,
and after talking with her about balf an
hour, I could scarcely “tear myself
away.” It was only now and then, how-
ever, that I could give her a word of
gospel truth.  She had much to tell me of
ber relationships in high life; and when 1
told ber something about the Saviour,
she then asked of what material my dres
was and where it came from. She unr-
derstood me on ordinary subjects; but
concerning the most important matter,
her ears were “ dull of hearing.”

The people in these floating bouses
seem for the most part ignorant of the
gospel, or of any effort being put forth to
teach its truths ; but where they do know
of missionary labor, they place us all
under the head of Roman Catholics;
showing that the priests have been most
diligent in promoting their doctrines
Last month, the seventh in the Chinese
calendar, was one devoted to worshipping
their ancestors. One of the chief acts
of worship seemed to be in providing edi-
bles for them. With all their provisions,
however, which might be sumptuous fare
for a month or two, I fear the departed
would famish before the close of the year,
if they depended on those provisions.

Conversing from House to House. Bang-
kok, Sept. 29, 1868. — Miss Fielde left me
this morning on the west side of the river
a little above our place, while she took the
boat on to Wat Ko. At my first stopping-
place they were all Siamese; so I only
passed the time of day with them, and
stepped overtotheadjoumnghoue,whwh
proved to be a bakery.
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cock to one of the foreigners, was buying
flour at the rate of one bag (} barrel) for
4} ticals or $2.70. There were also fish,
flesh, and cakes, mince-pies, sugar in va-
rious forms, etc. The proprietor was over
sixty years old, and had been in the coun-
try forty years. He said that he used to
gamble, and he stopped now ouly because
he bad no money. If he only had three
catties, about $144, he would want no
mare. He could not read, and was too
ald to begin to worship God. In the mext
house were only women and a little child,
who clung to the older woman and criod
for fear I would carry ber off. I had some
conversation with the women. Then.a
neighbor came in, whom I had seen in our
own bouse. During the interview he
asked to look at the palm of my hand, to
see if it was the same as the Chinese, and
be bad much to say about fortune-telling.

Friday, Oct. 2. — I met 8 man on the
other side of the river, who said he wished
to “eat Jesus’ doctrine;” that he knew
Chek Theng, the deacon, and believed
what he had told him about it, and now
he would like to become a disciple. I
tried to make the way plain and simple
to him, gave him the “ Hundred Ques-
tions,” and told him where we live, and of
the chapel at Wat Ko, that he might come
to either place and learn more. Another,
who heard, gave as a reason why Ae could
not worship God, that there would be no
one to watch the house.

5.— The master of the house was mak-
ing tea for himself and friends all the
while I sat with him. He had an earthen
tea-pot holding scarcely a tea-cupful; this,
tipped with gold, stood in a saucer, and
was brought to bim on a tray with a bowl
and tes~cupe. He poured the water upon
the tea, then poured it off directly into
the bowl; this process he repeated until
the bowl was full. Into this he dipped
the little cups, which he offered to all who
were sitting by. We sat not on chairs,
but on the floor, according to Siamese cus-
tom. Presently one came in on business,
who saluted me and asked after brother
Fred, who, as he said, was  chong meng,”
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or as the Yankees would say, “a smart
boy.”

Mourning for the King. 6.—1It is in-
deed sad to see ew. here the shaven
heads of the Siamese, which is their badge
of mourning for their sovereign, who died
Thureday, Oct. 1, after a month or more
of burning fever. His son, only fifteen,
was appointed his successor, — his uncle to
be regent during the young king’s minor-
ity ; prince George Washington to take
his lamented father’s place as second king;
all this by the council, without one dissent-
ing voice.

Sabbath, 11. — The weather is exceed-
ingly prostrating. The mercury ranged
from 84° to 96°.

14. — The first floating house at which
I stopped this morning looked a little bet-
ter than the generality. The woman
offered me a chair, a civility which I sel-
dom receive, because, forsooth, few have
any to offer. I gave her a Siamese book, -
and gained the attention of the Chinaman
close by, by offering him a book in his
own language. On reading the first com-
mandment he was ready to cast it aside,
because such teaching did not accord with
Confucius; but in further conversation he
became more ifiterested. After hearing
the parable of the man who went at mid-
night to borrow bread of his neighbor, he
was very anxious to know if he received
the bread, and what he did afterward.
Whether he understood the force of the
parable was not so apparent.

———
INDIA, —MADRAS  PRESIDENCY.
fisston to the Eeloogoos.
i.mn FROX MR. TiMPaNY.

A Great Work.—Perseverance.  Nel-
lore, Aug. 31, 1868. — In speaking of the
Teloogoo Mission, the Foreign Secretary
says, “ A new dispensation has risen upon
it.” 'Tis true. We are in the right place
in India. There can be little doubt that
we are in the right tribe of Southern In-
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Judsons preached to the aged ones so long

ago. ’

If you would read one page of dark
scenes here, see the picture on the op-
posite side of the bank. There are large
monasteries and temples, with caps of
tinkling bells; marble statues, with emes
rald-like eyes and ruby decorations, and
we hear the merit-ringing cymbal and the
loud response of the people, bowed before
the yellow-robed priests and their count-
less gods. But what are the hopes of
those people? Go into their houses, and
you will find that they have not yet been
redeemed from gross heathen customs.
The light has beamed upon them, but
they have closed their eyes and cannot
even give you the name of their Creator.
The past and the future have no positive
truths for them.

The name of Jesus has been sounded
in those streets, and books have beem
given and read in their temple groves.
But they have scorned the books and
the words, and gone forth with strong
resolutions to the worship of their fore-
fathers. And well may that proud young
man who trusts in his own strength trem-
ble as he stands on the border of the
Christian group; for he is the only one who
has boldly crossed the river to attend this
service. A prayer to God for this young
man, and another for these people, and
then we will go on, working as the Jud-
sons did, rather than indulging in these
readings of the past.

But stop. We must join this last scene.
It is Sabbath evening. The flashing
earth-oil lamps have been brought in, and
many words of instruction have been
given to the aged couple and their chil-
dren who are now to be left alone.

The beautiful old lady rises to re-
ceive the hand of Christian fellowship in
behalf of the church whom this party
represent, and then seats herself on the
mat near the Bible-woman, exclaiming —
« This is $he happiest hour of my life, for
1 have found rest in a Saviour, and my
heart is so full of joy, that I too would
sing praise to God.”” The blank page is
now before us; and, believing that we
shall not sow in vain, we now ply our

oars and hasten on to other villages with
the good seed of salvation.

——me
SERMON ON THE DEATH OF THE KING OF SIAM.

Bangkok, Oct. 15, 1868, — The follow-
ing is an extract from the sermon of
Dr. House, of the Presbyterian Board,
preached on the Sabbath after the death
of the king of Sjam. Text, Luke x. 42.
“ But one thing is needful” . . . .
& Verily in the midst of life we are in
death.” And now, to-day, the signs of a na-
tion’s bereavement everywhere seen, and
the wail that comes to us from within the
palace walls, assure us that death, like God,
whose messenger he is, ¢ is no respecter
of persons.” Princes, nay kings, must
die and turn to dust. But a few weeks
ago, on the throne of his fathers, here in
Siam, sat firmly seated, one to whom the
words of Solomon, the royal preacher of
old, would have applied with surprising
fitness.

«“] was king over Israel in Jerusalem;
and I communed with my own heart, say-
ing, Lo I have come to great estate, and
have gotten more wisdom than they that
have been before me in Jerusalem. 1
said in my heart : go to now, I will prove
thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure.
. « . . I'made me great works, I builded

.me houses, I planted me vineyards, I got

me servants and maidens, and had ser-
vants born in my own house. I gathered
mo also silver and gold and the peculiar
treasure of kings. T got me men singers
and women singers and the delights of the
sons of men. And whatever mine eyes
desired, I kept not from them. I withheld
not my heart from any joy. Then 1
looked on all the works that my hands had
wrought, and behold all was vanity and
vexation of spirit. Also one event hap-
peneth to all. And how dieth the wise
man ? — as the fool.”

As supreme sovereign of Siam, endowed
with almost absolute power, able to gratify
his every heart’s desire, nay every caprice
and whim; a host of prostrate courtiers
waiting on his nod, and a people num-
bered by millions, little better than slaves



92

to his royal will; with an overflowing
treasury, in good] health; with a mind not
uncaltivated, nor destitute of taste or tal-
ent, nor ignorant of European ideas and
sciences and luxuries, with all the volup-
tuous delights of an oriental court at com-
mand, if any of the sons of men could be
happy, it surely must be this favored
bei

ng.

Bat the gift of immortality was not su-
peradded ; so he had no guaranty of a
day’s continuance in possession. Repeated
warnings, too, in the death of beloved
consorts, his first-born son, several half
brothers, his own brother, must have been
like the skeleton in Egyptian feasts, sol-
emn reminders that he too must die.
¢ Lord of Life,” though he was styled, he
was not lord of his own. The inevitable
hour which comes to all, at last came. to
him. Doubtless he little thought, when
in his love and zeal for his favorite sci-
ence, astronomy, and to dispense a right
kingly hospitality, he left his palace home
at the capital, for that insalubrious spot
on the shore of the wide gulf that bounds
his ancestral dominions, foreordained from
the creation as the best spot to witness the
greatest of eclipses, that then and there
the seeds of a mortal disease would be
implanted, that ere a second waning
moon his eyes would be closed forever
upon the sun, and all things here below.
A breath of poisoned air from the jungle
was inhaled, and notwithstanding the

pomp and pageantry of those state recep-
tions, in his extemporized pavilion ‘on
that remote shore, it ended forever that
series of display# of his royal grandeur in
which he so specially delighted.

Whoee now are those treasures and
palaces, those sparkling gems and sound-

ing titles, his insignia of power and all’

that barbaric magnificence of royal state ?

No longer his. * When he dieth he
shall carry nothing away; his glory shall
not descend after him.” “ And what can
the man do that cometh after the king?”
If this most fortunate of mortals has
failed in the abundance of the things he
possessed, to find the very thing that
alone was needful, who can hope to find
it in any more limited sphere of earthly
enjoyment ?

Miscellany : — Letter from Mr. Oncken.

[March,
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN.

We find in the London “ Freeman'’ a char-
acteristic and thrilling letter from Mr. Oncken,
of Hamburg, which sounds like the voice of 2
trumpet, summoning the Lord’s hoets to higher
and more generous effort. God has used the
Baptist evangelists as a mighty power to bresk
up the dead formality of the Lutheran churches
of Germany, Sweden, Denmark and Prussis.
Perhape He may honor us equally in reviving
true Christianity in the Greek Church of Russia.

In Kurland upwards of 300 converts
bave been baptized within the last four
months, and in Poland, 180. The pros
pects in Russia among my countrymen,
both in the Baltic provinces and in the
South, on the Moloschina, among the Mar-
onites and Lutherans, are glorious indeed.
I bave at present with me a brother from
the South, who is paming through a course
of instruction to be initiated into the prac-
tical working of a8 New Testament church,
He will return in May or June (D. Vv.),
and if I possibly can, I propoee to accom-
pany him. Numbers of converts are
waiting there to be baptized, and to be
united into churches of Christ. I have no
doubt in my own mind that these churches
are destined by the Head of the church,
ultimately to effect the first breach in the
great Greek Church of the Russian Em-
pire.

In Austria, Hungary, Switzerland, and
the Danubian Principalities, as far as
Turkey, wide doors are thrown open
before us ; but alas, we cannot obtain the
little filthy lucre either from the rich
English or the American Christians, to
supply the brethren we might send, with
food and raiment. Our poor mission
churches are giving to the utmost of their
ability, but are unable to meet the wants
of a larger staff of missionaries. The
want of simple chapels greatly retards
the work. In the large city of Konigs-
berg, where the church numbers 200
members, who reside within the walls of
the oity, the church has no chapel, and in
May next will be ejected from the saloon
they now occupy.

Christian liberty has been greatly in-
creased in the countries annexed to Prus-
sia. I have been twice to Caasel during
the present year, and preached to five
hundred attentive hearers in the large sa-
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verts, and 1 embraced them with demonstrations of sincere joy, which I truly felt.
They showed me the letter to Bishop Bergandet, and I tried to make them understand
that I knew him. They seemed to feel as much pleasure almost as 1 did. I saw these
two young men on my return to Mandelay at Father Abona’s. They remembered
me, and came and shook hands with me. They were sent by the missionaries at Yu-
nan quietly to Talee; there they joined a caravan. These young men state that
Yunan was greatly disturbed by the war, and that no caravans could leave there or at
least get through to the borders of the Shan country.

We spent the night at Nat-Man (Shan name), Yadwin (Burmeae), of about 100
houses, and a stopping place for the caravans. There were five springs of water with
substantial ornamental brick-work about them. Saw many Shaus, one company from
Ming King, Moung Sing's native place (our Shan preacher). It was pleasant to see
him converss with them.

(April,

[To be continued.]
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LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Romanists and Buddhists classed to-
gether. Nov. 2, 1868. — A native Chris-
tian who speaks a little English, said the
other day to me, that the Roman Catho-
lics worshipped ¢ the doll,” the same as
Buddhists. Ihad been accustomed to hear
the Romanists and Buddbists classed to-
gether as worshippers of images ; but the
idea, coming in an English dress, struck
me as very significant. Yes, they worship
the doll. Romanists, coupled with the
pagan world, are doll-worshippers !

Persecution by a.Catholic Priest. A
member of our Banplasoi church, a month
ago, I am told, was taken by a French
priest, and put in irons, at his, the priest’s,
house. The Siamese governor of the
place was not consulted, so far as I can
learn, and is said to be afraid to interfere
in the matter. The case has been repre-
sented, through the United States Consul
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and is
now under investigation. The wife of
the prisoner, with her infant child, was
brought to the capital, to give her testi-
mony before the high court, and we wait
with mingled wonder at this outrage upon
treaty protection. and solicitude for the
result, as bearing on our missionary work.

If Roman Catholics are, unrestrained, to
take Protestant Christians and load them
with irons, and insult their religion and
its teachers, then we may be on the bor-
ders of a bloody persecution, and the rec-
ord in Hebrews, of others, * who had trial
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover, of bonds and imprisorment,”
may be copied as the history of the church
in these times.

These weak disciples are alarmed at
these indications ; and, if some of them
should follow the example of Peter and
others, who on the apprehbension of the
Master forsook Him and fled, it may not
be surprising. While the brother has
been in bonds, the members of the church-
es have made earnest supplication for him,
and the preaching has been from such
texts as these — “ Tribulation worketh
patience.” “ Whosoever will save his
life shall lose it.” ¢ Bleesed are they
that are persecuted for righteousnes’
sake.” ¢ Our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.”

Nov. 5. — I inclose with this a few
notes of the way we have walked for the
month. I have been before the Minister
of Foreign Affairs in behalf of the man in
bonds ; but as it involves the French
priest, the authorities are cautious and
slow to act. Some of the brethren who
have visited the prisoner, have been con-
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manded to bow down before the image of
the Virgin Mary, and our religion has
been reviled by these disciples of Rome.

Applicants for Baptism. We still have
applicants for baptism. Three at Lengkia-
chau at the last communion season offered
themselves, and still stand as candidates.
One from the iron mines, seven days dis-
tant, where we have one member, came
here last week for baptism. He remains
a candidate. One man came yesterday,
who had met Miss Dean during her visits
at the floating houses, and spent an hour
in inquiring about our religion ; says that
he and a friend wish to join the church.
Another man came from Lengkiachu, and
says he has heard the doctrine two montbs,
and believes truly. He has formerly
smoked opium, but says he has abandoned
it. She took his name and gave him
some books, and asked him to come again.
The death of the late king has stirred
the sluggish waters, and people are awak-
ened to inquiry about many things they
have hitherto slept over.

‘We now have pleasant weather, after
the intense heat of last month. Ther-
mometer at seven A. M., 72° but half a
month ago, it was 96° in the shade at two
p. M. The rains are past, the roads dry,
and we are all more out of doors — Mrs.
Dean among the neighbors, in the market,
Miss Fielde at Wat Ko, and Miss Dean at
the floating houses daily. Through God’s
mercy, we hope to share in the promise to
those who mingle tears with their seed-
sowing, and rejoice that your prayers
help us in our work, as your counsels
guide our way.

Coronation of the King. On Wednes-
day, Nov. 11, we attended the coronation
of the young king of Siam, who succeeds
to the throne of his father. There were
present hundreds of the nobility and offi-
cials and thousands of the subjects of the
realm, as well as the various Consuls and
foreign residents at the Capital. At the
sun-rising his majesty was subjected to the
shower bath, after which an old Brahmin
presented to him the crown of his father,
which he received and placed on his head
with bhis cwn hands, which seemed to

indicate that “I receive this crown not as
the gift of another, but as my own royal
right.” After this ceremony the foreign
residents retired to an open saloon, consist-
ing of an extended canopy supported by
brick pillars, where they were furnished
with a good breakfast served in European
style, presided over by the Prime Minis-
ter. .
At eleven o'clock the Europeans were
invited to the audience hall, where the
youthful king in his crown and golden
robe was seated on his throne, with the
nobility and officials prostrate before him.
We were allowed to stand, while the high
ministers of the various departments of
government presented in a written speech
their allegiance to the new king, and one
of the Consuls, in behalf of the whole,
presented a speech of congratulation to
his majesty ; after which he retired from
the throne and we returned home. These
public recognitions of the new sovereign
are attended with perfect order in all the
business at the Capital and peace through-
out the country. This new reign opens
with indications of prosperity, and the
pledge of still greater liberality than was
enjoyed even during the reign of the late
enlightened and tolerant sovereign.

The Prisoner Released. The foreign
minister sent me a letter two days ago,
baving an order for the release of the
disciple in bonds by the French priest,
which gives the brethren great joy.

Missionary Labors. Nov. 24. — The chil-
dren are away. Fannie went to Banplasoi
last Thursday, two nights on the way.
Miss Fielde left the same day and reached
Lengkiachu that evening. Each reached
in safety, and report themselves happy in
that work. They expect to remain three
or four weeks. The Romanists still man-
ifest a disposition to wrong the flock at
Banplasoi, but the French Consul and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs here appear
very kind, and show a disposition to put
matters right.

Workings of Satan. The Spirit of God
has been at work at Banplasoi, and, as in
Job's time, ¢ When the sons of God came
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to present themselves before the Lord,
Satan came also among them,” so now;
not that he likes their company, but that
he likes to see the Sabeans drive away
their oxen and slay their servants, the fire
from Heaven fall upon their flocks, and
the Chaldeans take away their camels,
the whirlwind to fell their dwellings and
disease to cover their bodies. This, and
more he likes to see. He likes to see a
misunderstanding in the brotherhood of
saints, a spirit of selfishness and envy, a
little suspicion, a look of uncharitableness,
a word of detraction, an act of injustice, &
strife for supremacy. He likes anything
that may hinder the truth, engross the
time, and wealth and influence of the
people of God in promoting any object,
rather than the good of men and the glory
of their Maker. He likes to fill men so
full of care for the body and the world
here, that there is no room for a needful
care for the soul and the world here-
after. He loves to see men and women
with bodies adorned as for a palace, while
their souls appear attired as for the poor-
house. He likes to divert men from the
high necessities of life, to the low delusions
of a dream, and turn them from the tower
which reaches high up to paradise and
tumble to the precipice, which reaches
deep down to perdition. In short he likes
what God dislikes, and strives to undo what
God is doing for the good of the race.

Home Questions— What shall we An-
swer? With the wide waste of paganism
around us, what has been done for its
alleviation ? With the millions of heathen
rushing by us to their doom, what is being
done for their rescue ? With a million of
Baptists in America, what are we doing to
fulfill the Master’s last command ? Of all
the missionaries we have sent abroad, a
greater number are sleeping in their
graves than are now living among the
heathen ; and the entire sum of those who
sleep and those who live abroad, amounts
to little more than one man per annum
for the last fifty-four years, the period of
our missionary history. At this rate when
will the world be converted ? At this rate,
who at the monthly concert will have the
courage to sing, * The morning light is
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breaking ? ” At this rate of doing, who
will have the heart to pray, “ Thy king-
dom come ?” The arena for wealth and
fame is crowded by Christian young men,
inspired by the presence and applause of
their fathers and mothers. But where
are the young champions for the conquest
of the pagan world, strengthened for the
stern conflict by the countenance and
counsel of the patriarchs of the housebold
and the elders of Israel? Where are the
mothers of these times who can say, * For
this child I prayed, and I have lent
him to the Lord as long as he liveth ;™
and, with the child, bring three bullocks
and an ephah of flour to the house of the
Lord, and then a coat every year for her
boy ? When the mother proposes to lend
a child to the Lord forever, where are the
fathers who say to that mother, *“ Do what
seemeth thee good?” Where are the
pastors of our churches who seek out the
young men of their flock, and encourage
them to a missionary life, and then ask
their churches to support them ?

Oriental Transcendentalism. On a re-
cent boat excursion to an out-station, as
a companion for the lonely hours of the
passage I was furnished with a copy of
Alger’s “ Genius of Solitude.” Being in
a land of Buddhism, with Buddhist tem-
ples lining the river banks, and princely
boats with royal flags, bearing precious
gifts to Buddhist priests, floating past me,
I naturally turned first to Mr. Alger’s
chapter on Gotama Buddha. This chapter
afforded evidence, if not of transcendent
thought, at least of transcendental theory,
which glided its author as easily into
Gotama’s transelementation, and surely to
Buddha’s Nirwana, as if he had been
Buddhistic born. This Nirwana, the con-
summation of the Buddhist’s hopes, ac-
cording to our author’s definition, is
« Holding that his soul, or self-hood, has
no substantial, but only a phenomenal be-
ing ; that it is but the convergence of the
forces of the organism. Yet believing that
that phenomenal centre of consciousness is
fatally bound to a continual succession of
lives, and exposed in every life to innumer-
able loathsome evils, until he so perfectly
perceives the diffusiveness of its substan-
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tiality and so completely sheds all the affec-
tions begotten by the illusion asto dissolve
the karma and annihilate the cleaving to
existence, — he sets himself to work to
secure this end, to dissipate the spell of
ignorance, break the cha n+ of desire, and
achieve an absolute detachment, and abso-
lute indifference to every thing.”

What a consummation for a reasonable
being | What a dark, dreary grave for all
the aspirations and hopesof a human soul |
Still our author adds, “ Let us, instead of
tarning away in scorn, try to discern the
meaning of Nirwana, in the theory of life
and death held by Gotama Buddha.”
We sing, let us study rather the theory of
life and death taught by Jesus Christ.

The Gospel Rejected. We are not sur-
prised to see Mr. Alger slide so easily from
his Jaudations of Gotama, and his unthink-
ing, unfeeling, companionless heaven, toa
general classification of Jesus with Demos-
thenes, Dante, Descartes, Cicero, Cole-
ridge and Channing, Boethius, Beethoven,
and Byron. No wonder that the author
of such a profane classification should state
that ““ it is impossible for any mind fit to
grapple with such a subject, to credit the
melodramatic mythology, that on a fixed
day a trumpet is to sound, clouds of angels
to fly down and reap the harvest of the
burning world, Jesus himself to appear in
omnipotent array and to cause a resurrec-
tion of the dead, and then sit in person in
the awful assize, and apportion their doom
to the good and the bad. This is a jarring
figment of fancy.”

Perhaps the same writer would pro-
nounce the record of Jesus' resurrection
from his soldier-guarded and strong sepul-
chre, a jarring figment of fancy, and not
in tune with his own transcendent reason,
which is to decide what is proper for the
Maker of the world, and Governor of the
universe, to say and do. This exalted um-
pire, human reason, whose is the prerog-
ative to settle what may be done in heaven
above and earth beneath, what was proper
to be thought before the world was made,
and what is permitted to be done after the
world shall end, has made one sublime
stoop to pronounce its approval of the be-
atitudes Jesus pronounced for the comfort
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of the poor, the pitiful and the persecuted,
but cannot ratify the decision, that the
same Jesus should raise the dead and set-
tle the destinies of the race.

Pity that one gifted with reason, should
have so little of it as not to see the mad-
ness of such assumptions. Pity that
Christian men of the 19th century, should
be driven for companionship to pagan
ascetics, who buried their being and con-
sciousness two thousand years ago in Go-
tama’s Nirwana!

———

Hastern €hina fMlsslon.
LETTER rrROM MR. JENKINS.

A Viclory Gained. Ningpo, Nov. 12,
1868. — I write with quite different feel-
ings than when I last wrote at length up-
on Kinghwa.! For eighteen months past,
the contest between the powers of dark-
ness and of light has been going on, with
a gradual yielding up of the strongholds
to the latter. These have been months of
much prayer and labor, and great anxiety,
lest after all, the haters of truth should
force us to give way, and the glory of vic-
tory gather round the idolatrous banners
of the heathen. But God bath wrought
with us, I believe, and instead of being
driven away, we have witnessed a public
and full acknowledgment, on the part of
the government, of our rights as missiona-
ries, to dwell, preach, and evangelize the
people in the district of Kinghwa, and,
what is more to the point, in the walled
city itselt, where one year and a half ago,
we were forbidden to open our mouths
publicly in the name of Christ.

Recapitulation of Events. The reader
will remember my visit in the spring of
1867, to the Kinghwa district magistrate,
to ask of him a proclamation which should
pledge to the Christians, who were very
timorous, and to the missionary, the prom-
ised rights by treaty. My request was
treated with disdain, followed by a prohi-
bition to locate within six or eight miles
of the city. I immediately got the matter
before the governor of the province, vis-

1See Mag. for February, p. 51.
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On some of the mountains, the pine forest appeared only in streaks, and in the denser
parts the trees were very small, only six inches or so, but beautifully straight and tall.

The soil was clay, and in some places of a white, chalky appearance, with some
stones. The fern has abounded along our journey from the first; but in the pine
forest they were of enormous size. I cut and measured one of eleven cubits, and a
little lower down I saw some that looked still higher, twelve or thirteen cubits. Ferns
twenty feet high would be a sight to the lovers of nature’s big things. They were as
beautiful and as rich in appearance as they were large. We passed many small
streams, the valleys of which were cultivated with paddy. The shelving or terraced
paddy fields had a novel beauty, as we looked down upon them from the high moun-
tain sides. I saw some small fields of sugar-cane on the mountain sides that looked
pretty well. Passed a sugar-mill, but it was not in motion at the time. We came to
the village of Mon Noung but passed on to Pon Sui, where we slept in a good zayat
one Burmese mile from Ming Tong.

[To be continued.]
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LETTER FROM DR. DrAN.

The Prisoner in Banplasoi. Dec. 12,
1868. — The French missionary from Ban-
plasoi spent the day in my study, and
signed papers confessing his wrong in put-
ting our man, Sien Bu, in irons,* and
pledged himself not to repeat the offense,
nor allow his people to molest the mem-
bers of the Protestant church at Banpla-
soi hereafter.

The French Cousul also called and of-
fered money as indemnification to the
imprisoned man, and spoke kindly of the
course we had taken to settle the matter,
and in strong language disapproved the
conduct of his countryman in putting our
man in bondage. We are indebted to the
kindness of our United States Consul
who, with his family, were spending a little
time with Miss Dean at Banplasoi, where
he investigated the matter, and after his
return, aided me in the settlement of the
case here. The fact that the priest came
to us, and that the adjustment was effected
at our mission house, has a good influence
upon the parties interested, and the pub-
lic sentiment of the Chinese. We have
reason to think that this matter, which has
produced great agitation and fearful ap-

# See Mag. for April, p. 104,

prehension in the church, has now been
settled in a way that may leave the dis-
ciples in quietude, and promote the pros-
perity of the church.

Pledge of Toleration. This case has
given us, under the seal and signature of
the government, a pledge of religious tul-
eration not always enjoyed in the most
favored nations of Europe.

< If any one would believe in any relig-
ion whatever, on the part of the Siamese
Government there is no prohibition, no
hindrance.”

Christianity wants no more from human
governments. It is neither lame, nor su-
perannuated, to need crutches to aid its
progress. Give it an open field and a fair
fight, and we fear not the results. It is
embarrassed ounly by the inconsistency of
its friends, and the ungodliness of those
who bear its name and wear its livery.

The Decree of Toleration. His royal
highness, the younger brother of his late
majesty the king, Kroma Keen Wara-
chak, head of the foreign department,
has ordered that, as Dr. glean. an Amer-
ican Christian teacher to the Chinese, has
reported that there are some thirty Chi-
nese at Banplasoi who have embraced the
Christian religion —should any matters
arise in which they are involved, the gov-
ernor and his officers are instructed to try
the cases where they belong. As these
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Chinese are Siamese subjects, do not allow
any one to im upon, to iron or oppress
theym. This m on the fact thglt) the
embracing of any religion should not be
affected by oppression. Should any one
desire to embrace any religion whatever,
the Siamese government does not forbid,
nor hinder them. Should there be any
litigation, the trial must take place in the
courts, according to the Siamese prece-
dents. The disciples who have embraced
Christianity at Banplasoi are Siamese
subjects.  Should there hereafter arise
any difficulty, let the governor send for
these persons, prosecute, and decide ac-
cording to the royal command. If the
case to be tried complicated, let the
laintiff and defendant be sent to Bang-
ok, that the authorities at the capital
may dispose of it equitably and according
to the .Donotaleanyoneto
oppress. The Christian disciples must
pay the lawful taxes and government du-
ties.

Given on Monday at noon, 1st of the
waning moon, year of the dragon, 10th of
the decade. (Dec. 1, 1868.)

Signed,

KromMa KxxN WARACHAEK.

[Seal. An angel having in his right hand a
vase holding a wheel, in his left hand an open-
ing lotus flower.]

——
BURMAH:
flissfon to Mavcens.
LxTTER FROM MR. BRAYTON.

New Karen Church. Kemmendine,
Deec. 2, 1868. — Thahoo, one of the or-
dained preachers, has just been in and
reported the commencement of a new in-
terest in Taing kwee, on a branch of the
China Buckeer. There are many Karens
in that region, and for some years past
much labor has been performed among
the people; but hitherto they have clung
to their idols and said: “ Go thy way for
this time.” When Thahoo was there some
three weeks ago, one household contain-
ing six adults presented themselves as
candidates for baptism. They were ex-
amined, and received the ordinance at
the bands of Thahoo. Thus another glim-
mering taper has commenced shining in
the midst of thick darkness. May that
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little light become larger and larger, grow
brighter and brighter, stronger and strong-
er, until idolatry, which has so long held
the people in bondage to Satan, shall be
seen in all its fearful deformity, and be
forever abandoned by those who have so
long been ground down beneath its iron
sway.

The Week of Prayer. 1 hope to be
able to go to Mying-k-doung to spend the
week of prayer. There are several small
churches near that place, and I intend to
make an effort to get them together and
see what can be done to advance the in-
terests of the cause. If we can so bring
in our tithes, and so unite our prayers and
efforts that God can consistently pour us
out a blessing, it will indeed be rejoicing
to our hearts.

Messengers to the Heathen. A young
man and his wife have just left our house
to go forth and labor for the salvation of
their countrymen. All things considered,
I do not think I have ever known among
the Karens a man and his wife, both of
whom were so peculiarly well fitted to
work among their people, as this couple.
The young man himself, after spending
some ten years in study at different places,
graduated from the Theological Seminary
several years since. A year ago our
Kemmendine Pwo church gave him a call
to become their pastor, and he was or-
dained as such. He is also my head na-
tive school teacher.

His wife has been in our school, and
more or less connected with our family for
the past thirteen years, and has a pecul-
iarly winning way among the people.
And, in addition to other and excellent
qualifications, she has what is of itself an
immense power among the Karens, that
is, she is a superior singer. She has a
sweet voice, and having been under the
instruction of Mrs. Rose so long, she is ex-
ceedingly well adapted in this respect to
gain inflaence. And what is far, far be-
yond and above all other qualifications,
and without which they would be misera-
ble laborers, they both seem to possess
the true spirit of the gospel, and wish to
give themselves wholly to the great work
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the Upper Salwen. This is not navigable ~

in many places ; but as Monai is only two
or three days from the Salwen, and there
is quite a valley extending north and
south in connection with the river, he
could avail himself of it.

I hope the time is not distant when you
will have the opportunity to locate me at
Monai. I long to be in the country and
among the people for whom I labor. We
must wait God’s time, however. He
knows best. O that there was more
money in the treasury, more faith in our
hearts, and a deeper love for Christ. The
influence of this “ present evil world ” is
too much for us sometimes.

The Shans to be Reached in -their own
Language. You express a hope that by
and by a man may be sent to work with
me *for the Shans in the Shan language.”
This is “like cold water to a thirsty soul.”
Still I want no one sent out to assist me,
only to work with me. The importance
of reaching the Shans in their own lan-
guage, is appreciated by me; for I have
seen the need of it by personal obser-
vation in the Shan country. With the
_exception of the border provinces of
Nyoungyua, and Mobyaé and the city of
Monai, the Burmese language can reach
bat a very few people. Even in the Ny-
oungyua and Mobyaé valley, which is one
valley, the people who have an under-
standing of both Burmese and Shan, are
called by a distinct name viz., High Yahs.
It is needless to add that this body of peo-
ple only skirt the border of Shanland.

—_—

Southern €hlna M(ssion.
LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE. *

Hongkong, Dec. 20, 1868. — I have
just returned from ag “upper room,”
and I cannot deny myself the pleasure of
writing about it at once.

® Mr. and Mrs. Partridge were detained a
short time in Hongkong and vicinity, while
waiting for a vessel to take them to their sta-
tion in Bangkok. They employed part of their
time in visiting the Baptist brethren of the
native churches in Hongkong and Canton.

[Funs,

The Native Church in Hongkong. Our
party went up to Canton a week ago yes-
terday and spent nearly a week. As I was
coming away, Mr. Graves gave me a letter
to Mr. Lechler, (of the Basle mission in this
place,) saying some of Dr. Dean’s church
members were remaining, and I would
probably be interested to see them. I
took the letter to Mr. Lechler yesterday,
and he kindly offered to take me to their
place of worship.

So I called on him at ten o'clock this
morning, and he went with me to the
room where the Tie chiu people assemble
to worship the true God. As we passed
along the streets, I could see nothing to
indicate that this was the Sabbath; for
the Chinese have no day of rest. Brick-
layers were adding bricks to the walls on
which they were at work yesterday. Car-
penters were sawing and planing, mer-
chants were buying and selling, fishermen
were coming and going, and all seemed to
say 80 sadly and yet so plainly, « We have
no rest, because we have no God.”

Down on the street near the water’s
edge, we pased through a room filled
with merchandise, and ascended a dark
stairway to the room where a few faithful
ones strive to uphold the cross of Christ.
The seats on the floor will accommodate
about seventy-five persous, and the tem-
porary gallery perhaps thirty more. In
some way these people had heard that I
was coming this way to join Dr. Dean,
and bad requested Mr. Lechler to let
them know of my arrival. There were
but few present at first, but very soon
forty or more came together.

As I was like a dumb man among them,
1 could learn very little respecting indi-
viduals; but there were some who knew
Dr. Dean, and they seemed interested to
seeme. They have occupied this room two
years. Mr. Johnson paid the rent the first
year; but not being able to pay it longer,
they have in some way paid it themselves
since. One of Mr. Johnson’s former as-
sistants seems to be the leader, and his
son, a merchant here, assists materially in
paying for the room, which costs them ten
dollars per month. The services began
with singing, after which one who seemed
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to be a leading man, offered prayer, all the
congregation rising.

Then Mr. J.'s assistant read a passage
of Scripture, afler which the one who
prayed, preached about fifteen minutes.
The assistant then followed, preaching
about the same length of time. The list-
eners were very attentive and apparently
interested. O how I wished I could speak
their langunage, that I might tell them of
the boundless love of Christ. I hope I
shall not be impatient ; but the barrier
between me and this people seems very
formidable. After the preaching they
sang a hymn, and the service was closed
with prayer.

Chinese Hospilality. As Mr. Lechler
had returned to his-own duties, these peo-
ple took me to the house of the merchant,
the son of the assistant, and through him
expressed a wish to send a letter and a
package or two to Dr. Dean. As soon as
we had reached the house, a boy was
ordered to prepare tea. He kindled a
fire in a small portable furnace, and sat
down beside it with a fan, and in a few
minutes had ready a small kettle of boil-
ing water. The water was poured into a
diminutive tea-pot containing tea leaves,
and quickly poured out into very dimin-
utive cups. The first cup was given to
me, as a mark of respect, I suppose ; and
though it would have caused no self-de-
nial to refuse it, I drank it down, stoically
enough I fancy, to suit even my tea-drink-
ing companions. The merchant was
going to send a boy to learn where I was
staying ; but three of the men wished to_
go, that they might know where to leave
the articles for Dr. Dean.

This morning’s experience is full of in-
terest to me; for the dialect which the
preachers used is that which I am to learn.
1 find much encouragement too, in the
fact that these people are able to sustain
preaching here. 1 feel now that, if I could
have merely that one small room and the
congregation I saw there, I would be will-
ing and more than willing to spend my life
here in giving to this feeble few the word
of life. '

The merchant of whom I spoke says the
Tie chiu people have greatly increased

since Mr. Johnson left; and though I
cannot speak authoritatively, it does seem
as if it would be a great advantage to us to
have a missionary here.

While we were in Canton, my wife be-
came much interested in the schools for
girls.

Chinese Religious Services. Hongkong,
Jan. 8, 1869. — The two Tie chiu breth-
ren who officiated at the services of which
I have spoken, came up a few days since
with a letter for Dr. Dean and a present
for him, and for my wife and myself a
basket of oranges and bananas. On New
Year’s day they came again, bringing their
cards, to offer us congratulations, and
wishes for a happy New Year. We prom-
ised then that we would attend their ser-
vices on Sunday, so we went down this
morning. The room had evidently been
newly swept and the table was covered
with a ftigured cloth; company was very
evidently expected.

The brethren greeted us very cordially
and gave us chairs, which did not seem to
be a part of the usual furniture of the
room. The room was filled, there being
more than a hundred present. Good
order was observed throughout the ser-
vices, which were similar to those of two
weeks ago.

The text was Matt. 5: 18—« Ye are
the salt of the earth.” They seemed to
be especially gratified to see my wife
present. She shook hands with the
women, and said, * chin chin,” in reply to
their “chin chih,” at which they were
very much pleased. But O how I wished
I could understand them and could make
them understand me.

——p——
SIAM.
€hinese PMlsslon of Wanghok.

LxTTER FROM MIss FIELDE.

Ezcursion — Buddhist Temples. Bang-
kok, Jan. 2, 1869. — Miss Dean and I re-
turned from a short trip to Ayuthia, the
former capital, and Pra Bat, the supposed
footprints of Buddh. Three of the Pres-
byterian missionaries and an American
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geotleman who is making a zigzag tour
around the world, were our companions.
Our three boats, with their score of rowers,
went in company up the stream, while we
looked from the windows on the low ever-
green banks covered with a thick, wild
growth of trees, shrubs and vines. At
meal times we stopped at Buddhist tem-
ples which are the only inns here, and
furnish nothing to the traveller but a rest-
ing place on shore. They occupy the
finest sites, and while the mass of the peo-
ple live in frail, windowless, floorless huts,
they are built in solid masonry, with brass,
marble or stone floors, carved or inlaid
doors, gilded walls, and glittering spires.
They are built by rich noblemen, who
thus lend to their god.

The ruins at the old city are very pic-
turesque. Many acres are covered by
the unroofed, verdure-grown temples and
broken pagodas, upon which a huge image
of Buddh looks out, with its impassive
face, on his fallen habitations.

Footprint of Buddh.” At Pra Bat land-
ing, a day's journey above Ayuthia, we
expected to obtain elephants for riding out
to the ‘sacred footprint.” But as this is
not the season for pilgrimages to that spot,
there were none to be had, and we were
fain to be content with lesser steeds, which
the Governor of the little town promised
to have * all saddled, all bridled, all fit for
a” jaunt before daylight the next morning.
Daylight appeared, but the horses did not,
until some of our party with the boatman,
had scoured the adjacent, fields, and ex-
plored somewhat distant regions of coun-
try and collected a sufficient number for
our use.

On these we rode out through the rice-
fiells and bamboo-forests, and in four

"hours came to the mountain whose rock
holds the imprint of Buddh's foot. This
is five feet long, one and a half feet wide,
and eight inches deep, with faint impres-
sions of toes, all of the same size. It is
evidently not a work of nature, and could
scarcely be called a work of art. Priest-
craft and credulity bave madeit. A high
temple, gilded outside and inside, has
been reared over it, twenty-five feet
square, is covered with matting, plaited in

[June,

solid silver. On the walls and floor offer-
ings have accumulated, and are much
more - curious than the footprint itself.
There are miscellaneous articles from
many countries, — vases, gold and slver
trees, such as are brought from the prov-
inces, as tribute to the king, embroidered
slippers, tea-pots, made of the shell of the
ostrich egg, of carved stone, and of pre-
cious metals ; European children’s toys,
Chinese carriages, pictures, candlesticks,
gold cloth, &c., in heterogeneous heaps.
Once a year water is poured into the
footprint and afterward put into silver
vessels. Stagnant and filthy as it is, the
devotees rub their heads with and swallow
it, as a preventative of disease.

On our return, outstripping our guide,
we were lost in the rice fields, but at last
found ourselves in the right path, and
reached our boats in the evening. As we
came back down the river, gliding past
almost innumerable temples reared in
honor of Buddh, it seemed as if every
waving leaf and fluttering insect, the
whole world teeming with conscious and
unconscious life, spoke of * Him who hath
life in Himself,” and condemned those
who worship a dead god.

Arrival of Missionaries. Jan. 20. —
Mr. and Mrs. Partridge came in upon us
to-day, not wholly unexpected. We had
heard that a *“lot of missionaries” had
sailed from Hongkong by the Lymung.
The *“lot” consisted of our two, and
Messrs. Carrington and Van Dyck with
their wives, who come to join the Presbyte-
rian Mission. They were all at our weekly
prayer-meeting this afternoon, and our
eyes and hearts were cheered. It is de-
lightful to see them, all so young, strong
and hopeful. Dr. Dean led the meeting,
with kind words of greeting and advice
to the new comers. Goil keep them for
the heathens’ sake.

24. — This has been a Sabbath full of
intereat, because it is interesting to look at
our daily surroundings, that have become
somewhat tame to us, with the eyes just
from home. At nine o'clock, service at
Wat Ko chapel in Chinese, at which
Chek Chong preached to about fifty Chi-
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nese ; at eleven, English service in the
chapel, at which Mr. Partridge preached
to eight or nine pilots and ship captains;
at one o'clock, Chinese service in the
lower part of the same chapel, at which
Chek K’wa, from Lengkiachu was exam-
ined by the church, accepted, and af-
terwards baptized by Mr. Partridge ; at
four o’clock, service in the English chapel,
where all church-going Europeans attend.
Mr. Smith read the service from the
Eoglish Prayer Book, Dr. House, of the
Presbyterian Mission, preached. By a
sort of mutual compromise system, all
the various denominations here worship
together ance on the Sabbath, and all the
different clergymen are desired to “take
their turn.”
————

Sisslon to Stimeuen.

LxTTER FROM MR. WIBERG.

Death of a Swedish Preacher. Stock-
bolm, Feb. 18, 1869. — It is my painful
duty to notify you of the death of an-
other of our best laborers, br. Andreas
Hamball, who departed in peace on the
lst inst., only thirty-three years of age.
He was the beloved pastor of the church
at Orebro. He was a very devoted
brother, and highly esteemed not only
within our own denomination, but by all
who knew him. His loss is deeply felt,
especially at this juncture, when there is
such a want of laborers in the field.

Emigration to America. The number
of laborers among us is now perhaps less
than it has been during the last ten years,
and our ranks are growing thinner and
thinner. Two brethren who have been
supported by the Union will probably go
to America this year, as we have not the
means to support them here. And only
from one province, that of Nerike, seven
or eight preachers intend to emigrate to
America this year. A real emigration
fever has seized upon the people ; and,
considering the sad financial state of the
country, you cannot stop the current.
The diseatisfaction with the native soil
bas been heightened by another failure of

the crops, which took place last year, es-
pecially in the south of Sweden. Even
there people are obliged to live on straw
and bark. Collections are being taken to
relieve their sufferings, and in our Bethel
chapel we took up a collection last Sun-
day, amounting to 314 rix dollars, for our
starving countrymen in those regions.
And while the want of laborers is more
and more deeply felt in this country, Nor-
way aud Finland are still entirely destitute,
Br. Ola Hanson has had to leave Norway
and go back to the south of Sweden, and
we have noone to send there in his place.
From Finland the Macedonian cry,
‘ come over and help us,” is heard again
and again. Had we the means, we could
easily find brethren who would be both
willing and qualified to go to these coun-
tries, and there plant the standard of the
true gospel. O that the Lord would in-
terpose and give the means for spreading
the glorious gospel of Christ in these
benighted countries, as well as in all the
countries of this sin-stricken earth.

The Work in Stockholm. The work
here in Stockbolm is going on as usual.
One after another is added to our
churches. We have preaching and Sun-
day-schools in three different places. We
bave now rented another room on the
south nearer to the city proper, which will
seat aboit 500. This hall will be opened
for public services on the first of April.
Br. Jobn Palmquist has promised to
preach there every third month, and br.
Broady every other Sunday morning,
There is some prospect that the second
church will move there next fall. The
hall is taken on a lease for five years,
and will perhaps accommodate all who
come to hear the word for that length of
time. The south of Stockholm is an im-
portant field, and we ought in time to
have a chapel there too.

Br. Edgren has the intention to go to
Upsala next April. 1 bave no doubt his
influence will be felt for good in this
place, both in the church and among the
society at large. Upsala is one of our
most important fields, considering the
large mass of students that are gathered
there, some of whom we hope will be in-
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Statistics. — The following table of known results is furnished: —
Number of villages visited, 1,000 ; Scripture portions sold, 1,525 ; tracts
sold, 2,140 ; people baptized, 76 ; people excluded, 3; church members,
148 ; asking baptism, 100 ; probably worthy of baptism, 50.

Statistics of the Mission. — Churches, 2; baptized, 102 : added by
experience, 1 ; restored, 2; excluded, 14 ; present number, 229.

CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK.

BANGKOK. — Rev. Wx. DEAN, D. D., and wife ; Rev. SYLVESTER B. PARTRIDGE and wife: |

Miss A. M. FieLDE, Miss F. A. DEAN.
In this country, . W. M. LisLx, and wife.
OvTsTATIONS. — Ban pla s0i, Leng kia chu, and Petck a bu ri.

Important changes have occurred in this mission since the last report
was made up. One mission family has left the field, and another has
entered it. ‘

Mr. Lisle had scarcely commenced the study of the language, when

disease in a form peculiar to the torrid zone commenced its fearful rav-
ages, and followed its victim with a constancy and a pertinacity that no
force of will and no skill of physicians could withstand. The end of five
months from his arrival found him so prostrated that, in the judgment
of persons best informed, a continuance of even a few weeks longer
would prove fatal, and nothing remained but the painful alternative of
certain and almost immediate death, or flight to some colder part of the
world. All veices united in urging his departure, and, yielding to
what seemed the last hope, he set out for Hong Kong by ship, with
almost no plan as to what course he should take, if so fortunate as to reach
that point alive. Arrived at Hong Kong, and still at death’s door, noth-
ing offered so promising a way of escape as an immediate passage by
steamer through the North Pacific Ocean to San Francisco; and under
the advice of friends, he at once set away. It gives us great pleasure
to add, that the voyage arrested the progress of disease, and turned the
feet of our brother back again towards life and useful activity. After
spending six months on the Pacific coast, rendering acceptable service
to one of the churches planted there, he resumed his journey, and with
his family, reached Providence, Rhode Island, the first of April. Such
breaking up of plans, laid in accordance with the best devisings of your
-Committee, such trials and disappointments, such apparent loss of time
and strength and money have not been unknown heretofore in the
course of your operations. It is not a wholly new experience to which
vou have {een summoned, nor is it without its lessons of wisdom, if you
will but learn them. It has doubtless its place in the great dispensa-
tion of Divine control and discipline, the full meaning of which we
may better understand hereafter. It bids us flee to the everlasting
arms, and wait for the revelations of eternity. No repetition can make
it familiar, much less agreeable and pleasant ; and if this last instance
coming under your notice seems fearful and repulsive to you, men of’
long years and varied experience, how dreadful must it have been to
our young brother and his wife, so summarily cut off from their life
purpose, and driven back in defeat to the friends and scenes of their
childhood. You will each have a tear of pity for them.
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Mr. and Mrs. Partridge, present at your last anniversary, sailed from
New York in October,and proceeding by way of the Isthmus and Califor-
nia, reached Hong Kong on board the Pacific Mail Steamer ¢ Japan,”
early in December. A month’s detention at this point afforded an op-
portunity to see something of the people, and also of missionary opera-
tions both at Hong Kong and Canton ; after which they proceeded by
ship to Bangkok, where a most cordial welcome awaited them.

In the early part of the year, — immediately, indeed, on the arrival
of Mr. Lisle, — Dr. Dean and wife retired to Singapore for a season of
relaxation and rest, the first remission of labor since reéntering the field.
The expiration of three months found them at their old post, and their
wonted routine of duties, ready for another assault on the powers of
darkness. '

Notwithstanding these interruptions, the work of the, mission has
gone steadily on, and the year 1868 must be set down as one of rich
blessing. Not so many converts have been gathered as during the
previous year; but those before baptized have been formed into churches
at the several points of their residence, and instructed in the doctrines
and duties of Christianity. Some new forms of trial have been met
and manfully withstood, and we may hope that *strength has been
gathered for future aggressive movements.

Churches constituted — Chapels opened. — In the month of June a
chapel was dedicated and a church of ten members organized at Leng kia
chu; and in July another chapel was dedicated and a church of thirty-
four members organized at Ban pla soi, — thus leaving the number of
members in the church at Bangkok thirty-one. Referring to these pleas-
ing events, Dr. Dean observed, — ** God has been very good to us, and to
Him be all the glory. His power is needed to preserve these churches
of His own planting, and give progress and perpetuity to His own work,
and manifest forth His glory, after this beginning of miracles among
this people.” The chapels were built in part by the offerings of the
native Christians, and in part by special contributions from this country.

Pastor ordained. — At the time the church was organized at Ban
pla soi, a Chinese pastor was also ordained and deacons elected, the first
instance in which a native has been invested with the office and duties
of pastor since the mission was commenced.

Dr. Dean’s assistants, Miss Fielde and his daughter, have both been
very busy. Besides the study of the language and occasional visits to
the outstations, as in the previous year, Mis:%ielde has Kept up a daily
service, assisted by a native helper, at the Wat-ko chapel. In this
way she makes herself familiar with the language, and hopes to sow
some seed which shall bring forth fruit to life eternal. Miss Dean has
gone out with an attendant from day to day, visiting the people in their
houses, reading and opening the Scriptures, insti)ire with the hope that
some truth may drop into some mind and find a sure lodgment there.
These painstaking workers cannot toil in vain.

Statistics.— At the end of 1867, the Bangkok church numbered in
all, including members at the outstations, 568. In June and July, when
the Ban pla soi and Leng kia chu churches were organized, the total
membership had increased to 75, — showing that 22 had been baptized
since the beginning of the year. A complete statement of baptisms for
the year has not come to hand.
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SIAM MISSION.

BANGKOK. — Rev. SAMUEL J. SMrTH, and wife.

No formal report of the operations of this mission has come to hand,
and the Committee have no details to spread before you.

For many years past it must have been apparent to careful observers.
that the reports indicated no very satisfactory results of labor. Of
progress, there has been but little, if any, that could be recognized:
and more than once have the Executive Committee been on the point
of asking you to direct the suspension of operations. When, however.
the time for decisive action arrived, they have always till now found
reason for postponement ; and so the Siam Mission has retained a place
on this record. From the very beginning the undertaking has been }
beset with difficulties, — a variety of causes, some of which were appar-
ent and demonstrative, others subtle and secret in their influence, con-
spiring to render the best plans abortive, and the most active agencies
unsuccessful. Much time, care, and patience, not to speak of money,
have been bestowed, in the hope of wearing out and overcoming these
‘obstacles ; all, however, to little purpose. . )

The result of all*is a conviction on the minds of the Committee that
it is the dictate of wisdom, not to formally abandon the field, but rather
to suspend operations. The general ground on which this conviction
rests is founcf in the slight impression the mission has made upon indi-
viduals and the mass of the population. To go on longer as you have
been doing, seems like an unprofitable use of funds; while to enlarge
operations by increasing the working force, does not appear to be duty
at a time when other fields much more inviting absorb a larger amount
of means than you furnish. Some definite instructions from the Union
will be appreciated by the Committee.

For a more detailed statement, the Committee refer the Union to the
records of their own doings, and to the correspondence with the mission-
aries, — all of which the Foreign Secretary will be happy to furnish.

SOUTHERN CHINA MISSION.

Swuowb(Knk chie). — Rev. J. W. Jonxsox and wife, Rev. Wm. AsHMORE and wife.

OuTsTATIONS. — Under Mr. JouNsox's supervision, Tie-Chiu-Hu, Tang Leng and Chang Lim,
Tat-han-po, Kak-chie, and Homg kong. Under Mr. ASHMORE's supervision, Swatow, Te /nr,
Kiet Ine, and Am Po. )

NATIVE AssisTANTS. — Connected with Mr. Jouxsox, A Sun, A Ee and A Tui, both a part of
the year, A 7o, Tie Pe, Chung chi, and Po sau. Connected with Mr. AsaMOuE, Hu Sis Sy
Chang Lim, Kai Bun, Chiang Ngwan, Heng Pe, Iong Kiam.

No new features have characterized the workings of this mission dur-
ing the past year. Everything has moved forward prosperously, in
accordance with plans previously arranged, except occasional interrup-
tions from ill health. Both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have suffered in
this way. More or less opposition continues to be manifested at some
of the stations, though on the whole it is thought to be abating. A
considerable number have been baptized during the year, and the mis-
sionaries continue their efforts with good heart. Rev. Mr. Telford, f'or
some years past residing in this country, in July last sent in his resig-
nation to the Executive Committee, and the same was accepted.
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that the benign influence of the gospel will
ere long be widely felt in the nation, not
only counteracting the present demoraliz-
ing influences, but imparting also a great
amount of additional positive good.

Mission Work. Since my return from
Kinghwa, I bave visited and administered
the communion at Jih-z-kong and Chusan,
and have also visited Teo-ming-gyrao and
Miao-sau. One of my stadents has been
preaching every Sabbath at these two last
places, and there are several hopeful in-
quirers there. At Si-wa I rented a house
for a chapel. Opposition has broken out
there, the enemies being determined, if
possible, to prevent our retaining the house
we have leased.

The opposition that is being awakened
all over China, where missions are estab-
lished, proves the cheering fact that the
labors of missionaries and native preachers
are beginning to tell. The work is being
pressed too strongly to allow the people
to sleep on their sleep of death; they are
being aroused, and with this awakening
there comes, as a matter of course, opposi-
tion. Still it should not be supposed that
all the opposition arises from propagating
Christianity. Much of the feeling of en-
mity arises from their aversion to foreign-
ers, as such.

Week of Prayer in Ningpo. As this is
the Chinese New Year, the native church-
es under my care have had a week of
prayer for the confession of sins, and seek-
ing a blessing upon our work this year. I
bave recently spent about three days, vis-
iting the members connected with the
Ningpo church, taking br. Goddard with
me, and thus introducing him to hispar-
ish. To:day, Feb. 18th, we go into the
country to visit all the members connected
with the Jih-z-kong church.

———
SIAM.
€hinese Misslon of Wangkok.
LeErTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Certainty of Success. Bangkok, Feb.
12, 1869. — I have just read your letter of
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instructions to br. Partridge. Broken
parts of your train of thought have passed
my own mind, and while they might not
by my lips be so well expressed, still my
heart throbs a full-toned Amen to every
sentiment. The plans of men may fail,
the plans of God, never. It does one
good to read instructions which have
some faith in them. I have not much
confidence in myse!f, but I believe God;
and whatever becomes of me and my as-
sociates, ] have no fear for the safety of
God or His cause. His way is perfect
and His work shall be complete. If our
young friends who have come to gladden
our hearts and stay up our hands are
afraid of the issue, or are looking forward
to discouragements or a lessening joy in
their work, they must go out of our line
of experience to find them. If ever al-
lowed to stand on heaven’s high dome
and look down upon a world reclaimed
from sin, and join in the jubilant hosanna
to the victorious chieftain, I cannot then
be more sure of the success of our enter-
prise than to-day on these plains of pa-
ganism, while surrounded by tlie dark-
ness of idolatry. The fulfillment of God’s
purpose is not hinged on a proviso. If
God starts for a place, He will doubtless
reach it, though it be far on in the road
of eternity. If He begins a work, we
need not fear but that He will complete
it. If He says a thing, we may not doubt
it.

But pardon me. I seem to have im-
agined myself giving instructions to some
candidate for missionary service, while I
intended only to express my gratitude for
yours to Mr.. Partridge, and which may
be appropriated by us all. Our young
friends are all already comfortably settled
in the Lisle house, and while still at our
table, they will be at their own in a day
or two. Thoy each repeat a verse of
Scripture in Chinese at daily worship,
the same verse for a week, and can ask,
“What is this?” and * How do ‘you
do ?” in Chinese.

Memorials of the Departed. 1 mourn
with you the loss of Deacon Boynton.
I knew him enough to admire his nobility
of character, his gentlemanly bearing, his
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Christian courtesy and kindness. I have
"never heard of any want in him of accu-
racy, or promptitude, or fidelity to the in-
terests of the Union to which he sustained
responsible relations, but have often heard
allusions to his uniform urbanity and self-
sacrificing devotion to the cause he served
8o long and so successfully. I readon the
same page a record of the death of Dea.
Edwards, of Fayetteville, N. Y., an old
friend and helper in my student days, and
a practical friend to the cause of educa-
tion and missions, and an active helper
to the needy around him. Death is also
thinning the ranks of the older missiona-
ries, and some of our old members in the
churches among the heathen are passing
away. Itis a comfort to know that God
survives the casualties of time, and that
His cause will outlive all its obstacles and
enemies, and that the gospel will prove it-
self the best and only remedy for all the
ailments of the world.

No Failure to be Feared. People are
apt to think that they have found a screw
loose in God's machinery for the conver-
sion of men and the salvation of the
world ; but the loosened screw will more
likely be found in the heart of the critic,
and God’s engine will be found in good
working order, the track all right, and the
conductor will bring the train through on
time and all safe. The fears for results
show a want of faith and mistaken im-
pressions of the capacity and resources of
our great Superintendent and Proprietor.
He has too much invested to neglect the
enterprise. He has too much sagacity to
be outgeneralled, and He has too large
and too efficient an army to be conquered.
All the sympathy of a foreboding kind
which we expend for God or His cause
may better be kept for ourselves. God
is safe, and His cause is in good hands,
and the results are sure. If the time we
spend in fearful apprehension for the pros-
perity of Christ’s kingdom, and mournful
lamentations over some apparent failures
of men and measures of men, were spent
in faithful service, it might be happier for
us and more pleasing to the Master.

A Disciple in the Dark. Feb. 22. —

Last Sabbath the right hand of fullow-
ship was given by the church to a young
Chinese baptized by Mr. Partridge. An-
other who had been sprinkled, offered
himself for baptism, but was recommended
to wait awhile, as he was not settled on
the communion question. He said he was
sure that Jesus was baptized, and that be
was truly a Baptist ; but if he went back
to his old teacher from whom be first
heard the gospel, and he should imvite
him to the Supper, he should be afraid to
say, No. That teacher was a good man,
and it would be wicked to oppose his
teachings. One of our Chinese members
present inquired if he would not oppose
his teachings by being baptized? He
brought up various references to good ex-
amples at Singapore and China, and he had
heard that in England many baptized
and sprinkled disciples communed to-
gether at the Lord's table. Failing to
bring references of a similar kind from
the Bible history of the first disciples,
our little church failed to be convinced by
the habits and practices of disciples in
these days, whether in the east or the
west.

Church Movements. The church then
appointed four committees to look after
delinquent members, and all were ex-
horted to purity of practice as well as
doctrine. After assembling for the Sap-
per, the members made brief mention of
their state of mind since the last Supper
season, after the manner of an old-fash-
ioned covenant meeting. Then they re-
ceived the bread and wine in memory of
their crucified Lord. The season was sol-
emn, and the service of the day seemed
profitable.

The church at Bangkok has subscribed
for the year 50 ticals, the charch at Ban-
plasoi 16, the church at Lengkiachu, 144,
making in all about 850, and some of the
members have not subscribed. All are
expected to put their name to the paper,
though some may be subjects of charity.
In one instance a poor old man put down
his subscription, and a young man stepped
forward and paid it.

The Young Missionaries and the Out-
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stations. Last night, while retarning from
the house of Mr. Partridge, where we had
enjoyed a pleasant evening, Mrs. Dean
said to me, * You have given to Dr. Stow
a daughter, and he has given to you a
son,” 1 might add, a son and a daughter.
And it affords us great pleasure to see
these children comfortably at housckeep-
ing, and preparing for their work among
the Chinese, who hail their arrival among
them with gladness and strengthened
hopes. Mr. Partridge was last Sabbath
at Lengkiachu, where bne Chinese was re-
ceived into the fellowship of the church,
baptized here by him on the first Sabbath
after his arrival at Bangkok, and he with
Mrs. Partridge and Miss Dean expect to
leave about the first of next month for a
stay at Banplasoi of a month or two.
That place offers a health station during
the hot months of April and May, while
the church there is in need of some one to
be with them to instruct and encourage ;
and at the same time it furnishes a good
opportunity for learning the language.
Fannie will act as interpreter, while the
Chinese pastor there will help them in
study and speak as much as they please
at the chapel, or at the houses of the
Chinese.

The present arrangement allows two
weeks to intervene between the commun-
ion seasons of each of the three churches,
which enables us to attend each in turn.
Some candidates for baptism, some cases
of discipline, or some members in diffi-
culty generally demand attention at each
visit among them. Secret societies are
common among the Chinese, as well as
Americans and Europeans, and we found
at Lengkiachu two of our members en-
tingled in their snares; but we hope to
be able to reclaim them. A committee
was appointed to labor with them and
explain to them that a resistance to the
powers that be is a rebellion against the
Power that appointed them.

——

LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE. ’

Visit to Banplasoi. Bangkok, Feb.
10, 1869. — On a trip to Banplasoi, we
started at one, r. M., Jan. 27, and went
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down the river a few miles with a fa-
vorable tide. We then entered a canal,
and continued our journey in the ca-
nals till within a few miles from the
end. Just after leaving the river, we
stopped for supper in a sala or resting-
place near a Buddhist temple. These
salas correspond to the zayats in Burmah.
Mrs. Dean superintended affairs, and soon
a very inviting table was spread. While
we take our supper, I will tell you how
we travelled. Dr. and Mrs. Dean had
the boat belonging to the compound, and
my wife and I had a smaller one of the
same kind. These boats are from 22 to
80 feet in length, and 4 or 5 feet wide.
There is a small cabin, occupying the
width of the boat, in which we are shel-
tered from the sun by day and where we
sleep at night. The accommodations are
not very extensive, but 1 have been sat-
isfied many times with less room under
a shelter tent, and my wife very readily
adapts herself to circumstances. These
boats are absolutely necessary to the pros-
ecution of missionary work here.

After a hearty supper, or dinner as it
is called in this country, and a draught
of pure water from the drinking cocoanut,
we continued our journey. By this time
the full moon had risen, and the cool
evening was most delightful. The days

.are very hot, unusually so this year, for

this season ; but the nights are refresh-
ingly cool. We reached Bangpla river
at about one o’clock, A. M., of Friday, the
29th. A pull of one Hour and a half down
the river took us to the Gulf, and to with-
in six or seven miles from Banplasoi,
where we arrived at 7.30 A. M.

1 was very much gratified to find such
a convenient chapel. I am sure the Ex-
ecutive Committee has seldom appropri- -
ated money more judiciously than, in
building that chapel. The audience room
occupies a little more than one half of
the whole, and the remainder is divided
so as to furnish a room for the native
teacher and another for the visiting mis-
sionary, leaving between them a broad en-
trance which serves admirably for a dining
room. Of course we gave up to the sen-
ior members of our party the missionary’s
room, and had a mat hung across one erd
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of the chapel to form a room for our-
selves. Two benches, with boards laid
across, furnished a satisfactory place for
our mattresses.

The Pastor and his Flock. But I must
speak particularly of the Sabbath. The
church members began to come in as
early as nine o’clock to talk with the Lan
Sinsa ( venerable teacher). I was very
much interested to notice the relations
which exist between the pastor and his
people, and was pleased also with the
kind greetings which the newly arrived
teacher and teacheress received.

Dr. Dean seems like a father to these
Christians, and often I had most vividly
recalled to my mind incidents in the his-
tory of Paul.

Admissions to the Church. The ser-
vices began at half past 10, and were con-
ducted in a manner similar to those at
home, except that Dr. Dean sat and ex-
pounded the Scripture lesson instead of
preaching a formal sermon. Abont thirty
persons were present, and their quiet at-
tention would have done credit to any
body of Christians in our own land. Af
ter the regular service, three candidates
presented themselves for admission to the
church. The cases of these men had
been before the church for several months,
for Dr. Dean’s policy does not admit of
haste in such matters. The examination
was eminently satisfactory, and I was
very much interested to see that the work
of the Holy Spirit is the same in the
heart of the ignorant Chinese as in the
heart of the educated American. They
expressed a full sense of the sinfulness of
their own nature, a firm reliance upon
- Christ, and a dependence upon daily
prayer for the continuance of a Christian
life. "1 was surprised and gratified with
the experience of these men; and felt
that they must have been taught by the
Holy Spirit.

Baptism of Converts. After the exam-
ination I was most happy to comply with
Dr. Dean’s request that I should baptize
these recruits, drawn from the ranks of

the enemy. As the tide was running oat
and the water was low near the echapel,
we took a large fishing boat and pushed
out some distance till we found “much
water.” After singing a hymn, the can-
didates followed the example of Christ,
and were buried in baptism. Dr. Dean
then.offered a prayer and we all returned
to the chapel, where he gave to the new
members the right hand of fellowship, and
then for the first time I was permitted to
assist in administering the Lord’s Sup
per. -

I consider myself especially favored in
being permitted thus early to assist in
gathering the barvest, where others have
toiled in sowing for so many years. Bat
O, bow I wished I could speak just a few
words and tell the little company of the
love of Jesus! I shall never forget my
first Sabbath in Banplasoi. Miss Deas
and my wife and I will go over again i
April to spend a month or more far the
benefit of the church, and for our own
benefit, as we can study the language to
better advantage there than here. There
are now thirty-four members connected
with the church at Banplasoi. I think
there were twenty-four present, several
being employed at a distance and unable
to come.

At 5.30 A. M., on Monday, Feh 1st,
we started on our return home, where we
arrived in safety on Tuesday evening.
after a pleasant trip of only thirty-nine
hours. The distance by a direct course is
not more than fifty miles; but the wind-
ings of the canals double the distance.
Dr. Dean expressed himself as especially
gratified with the visit, as he had never
before found such unanimity among the
brethren, nor such evident tokens of the
presence of the Holy Spirit. It is very
pleasant to remain quietly here in Bang-
kok ; but I am sure I shall especially en-
Jjoy visiting the outstations, as soon as I
can speak even a few words to the peo-|
ple. .

Visit to Lengkiachu. Feb. 25. —1 de-
sire to give you some of my first impres-
sions, fearing they will be less vivid by
and by. Besides, my time will be mare
limited when I am able to work.
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In time of war it is absolutely neces-
ary that the chiefs at the head-quarters
s frequently advised as to the state of
iffairs at the outposts, in order that they
may act wisely in all their movements ;
ad I think I can understand why we,
who are here in this distant outpost, should
report as often as possible to you who di-
rect our movements.

In this letter I wish to give you some
account of my first visit to Lengkiachu.
Dr. Dean and I left home at seven o’clock,
A.u., Feb. 13. We went up the Meinam,
about two miles, and then entered a canal.
Our general course was then southwest.
We continued in the canals till we reached
the Tachin river, a mile or two above
Lengkiachu, which is situated on the right
bank of the river, a few miles above its
mouth.

Let me copy now from my journal
Reaching Lengkiachu at 2.10 p. M., we
landed at a bamboo wharf, and came to
the chapel by a narrow lane between the
h The chapel is of bamboo, but
bas a board floor. It is about thirty feet
square, and contains two rooms besides
the audience room, which occupies one
balf of the whole. We found here Chek
Bae, the teacher, and A Qua, whom I
baptized at Bangkok. Soon the deacon,
Chek Hia,came in. Heis a man of good
report, not only among the disciples, but
also among Europeans by whom be has
been employed.

The Church and Senior Missionary.
Church members were coming in from
time to time to talk about the affairs of
the church. Chek Pua is not a profound
wholar, but this little band of Christians
‘feels the need of some one to lead them in
itbeir Sabbath services, and other Chris-
ian exercises. So this p. M., they sug-
gested employing Chek Pua, and permit-
ing him to go over to Bauplasoi occa-
onally to learn more perfectly of this
way, from the teacher there, who excels
both as a scholar and teacher. It was

ery interesting to see these people ar-

ging plans for their own good, and
cloding in those plans one for the edu-
tion of their teacher. They are in ad-
vance of charches that I have known in
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the United States, in their desire for an
educated ministry.

Just before sunset I walked out with
Dr. Dean, to get a more definite idea
than I bad of the town. There is but
one street, which is narrow and irregular,
extending three or four miles along the
shore of the Tachin river. The inhab-
itants are mainly fishermen.

Dr. Dean is the same gentleman among
these heathen people as in the highest
American or European society. He had
a pleasant word for the little naked chil-
dren and their parents, and always left
the little groups with smiles on their faces.
One old man, in reply to the question
what he was doing, said he had lived here
sixty years and must soon die. The
Dr. asked him where he would go when
he died. The old man could not tell.
In a few words he was told that if he
obeyed the Heavenly Kather and had
faith in Jesus Christ, he would enjoy
eternal life. The reply was, ¢« That is
good doctrine.”

In these walks with Dr. Dean I think I
see one secret of his success among these
people. Kind, pleasant words go a great
way to recommend the gospel of Christ.
Over several doorways we saw the Chi-
nese characters for ‘ Entrance to Happi-
ness.” But alas, those darkened souls
know not the entrance to true happiness.
The day before yesterday (Feb. 11) was
the Chinese New Year; and according
to custom, mottoes are put up over their
doors. One of the mottoes which the
Christians had put up in the chapel was
¢ The temple of the true God.” And an-
other, “May the true God enlighten
you.,'

In the evening a few of the disciples
came in to talk with the venerable teacher,
who, before they separated, read a portion
of Scripture and we all bowed in prayer.

Sabbath Employment. Sunday, Feb.
14. — Since my arrival in Siam, the Sab-
baths have been especially interesting
days, and this not less so than the pre-
ceding. The members began to come in
quite early, and the service began at about
ten o’'clock. Dr. Dean expounded a part
of the third chapter of Genesis to a very
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attentive audience of about twenty, ten
of whom were Christians. This church
numbers thirteen members. One who
was necessarily absent left his contribu-
tion, that he might not be deprived of the
pleasure of giving, though he could not
be present to give. After the regular
services, an opportunity was given for
each member to speak, and all had at Jeast
a few words to say. Through Dr. Dean
I was able to add my mite. We then
assembled around the table of the
Lord, and I was permitted to assist in
the breaking of bread, after Dr. Dean
had given the right hand of fellowship to
A Qua whom I baptized at Bangkok. It
is a blessed privilege to partake of these
emblems with those who have been bound
in the chains of heathbenism, but who are
now free through the blood of Christ.

These Christians think. This morning
and again this afternoon they were dis-
cussing among themselves the parable of

, the rich man and Lazarus, which Dr.
Dean read at worship last evening. The
‘members are all poor, but they pay the
sexton who bas the care of the chapel,
from contributions taken at each commun-
ion. They take also an annual contribu-
tion for general purposes. The last
amounted to fourteen ticals (88.40),
which, considering their poverty,is very
creditable.

In the evening a few of the members
came in. After a hymn and two brief
prayers, the native teacher read a chap-
ter from the New Testament, after which
Dr. Dean expounded it, asking the mem-
bers questions from time to time. I felt
that that was just the work that would
suit me, and I long to be able to talk to
such a group about the words and love of
Jesus.

After two more brief prayers, and a
little general conversation, the company
separated with the usual Christian salu-
tation * pengan ” (peaceful).

15. — We were up before light, and at
five o'clock were on the way to Bangkok,
where we arrived at 11}, A. M., making
the quickest time on record.

My Sabbaths have all been busy days.

- I have preached three times in the Union
chapel, alternating with Mr. Smith.

Mission to France: — Letter from Mr. Cretin.

[August,
$Wiission ts Prance.

LxrTER FROX MR. CRETIN.

History of the Work in St. Etienne.
Lyons, March 8, 1869. — The work in 8t
Etienne was commenced about 1848
through a colporteur, Mr. B., who was vis-
iting Feurs, St. Etienne, and the vicinity.
That was the time of our feeble beginning.
In 1849, another colporteur, Laforque,
carried forward the work with the Divine
blessing. After many struggles, Mr. Gayer,
a German evangelist, was brought to the
knowledge of the truth. The doors of the
evangelical chapel were closed against him,
because, as it was said, it was a Pedobap-
tist chapel, and he gathered a few people
together at his own house. Some time af-
terwards four persons were baptized by Dr.
Devan, This was the germ of the church
of St. Etienne. Mr. Gayer was elected
pastor, and the church prospered under
his care. A considerable number of mem-
bers were received, but the complaint was
soon made that some were received too
hastily. Mr. Gayer left St. Etienne, to g
to the United States. It was a great los,
and weakened the church.

About 1838 or 1854, Mr. Berthout was
elected pastor, but died in 1853, leaving
the church in a flourishing state. Mr. Tom-
mier next took the direction of the work:
but the Missionary Union being no longer
able to pay him, the church was again
left, Mr. Tommier having also sailed for
America. The chapel and furniture were
transferred to the Irvingites. The mem-
bers who remained became divided. One,
Mr. Miiller placed himself at the head of
one fraction of them; the twelve or thir-'
teen members whom he drew away aft
him speedily came to nothing. Br.
trand remained, with some filteen oth
but as they no longer had any place
worship, nor regular meetings, the me!
bers were dispersed to the Independ
and National churches. A few only
mained faithful, occasionally meeting
gether.

Teacking of Error. A professor,
de Joannis, a pupil of the Polytec
School, had been received into the In
pendent church, as an sssistant to the
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son gave up the championship of the idol,
pot so the father; and Kandura was soon
in warm discussion with him and another
baboo. But they soon became angry at
us, when Kandura assured them we did
not come to revile their religion; we only
wished them to examine ours carefully,
and see whether it is not saperior to their
own, because true. But they =maid, we
might keep our own and they would theirs.
Why did we come to distarb them in their
belief? The leading man also said some
abusive things, and so we at once left.
It was useless to stay longer under such
circomstances.

O if there was only a spirit of inquiry
among this people! If they could be in-
duced to investigate, there would seem
more hope. But alas! bigoted and apa-.
thetic, no power but a Divine one can
arouse them and bring them from danger
to safety, — salvation, from death unto
lif. But confident in the ultimate tri-
umph of the truth, let us patiently abide
God’s time. * He is not slack concerning
His promise.” The mills of his Divine
purpose may “ grind slow,” as the Poet has
sid, but grinding also small, they will yet
crush to dust all that is wrong in Hindu-
ism. And when the wrong is eliminated,
speaking in no spirit of disparagement, I
think bat little can be left. When any
one who bears the name of Christian, acts
basely or lives wickedly, we can always
ny that Christianity is better and higher
and parer in its principles than any hu-
man character except that of its Author.

The man, whosoever he be, is sinful or
unworthy, not because of the system he
professes to believe in, but in spite of it.
Bat alas no such extenuation can be
pleaded for the most of the Hindu system.
These people in all their glaring moral de-
formity, are just what it has made them.

I spent the night at Pulasbari, finding
very good quarters in a bungalow erected
by the government for the accommoda-
tion of travellers. They keep a bedstead,
a table, and two chairs in it all the time,
A cook-house is also erected, so that if
travellers have the necessary articles, in-
cluding a servant for the preparation, they
may have meals as if at home. Kandura
spent the night in the boat, rather to his
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discomfort. I took dinner in the evening
with Mr Ryan, an overseer on the road,
with whom I had previously been ac-
quainted in Gowahati. He is building &
bouse for himself and said his accommoda-
tions are always at my service, whenever
I chose to visit the place.

In the morning, I started for home, pro- °
posing to stop at Dhoppotallak on the way.
A market is held there twice a week.
Bhubon was with me, he baving joined me
at Palorbary. Kandura came by boat.
Found there a monzadar or tax gatherer.
Meantime the wind began to blow heavily,
and the place being on the river bank,
the air was foll of flying sand. The peo-
ple soon scattered to their homes. We
took refuge in a building the monzadar
had recently erected for a school. He
wished to show his hospitality, and so pro-
posed tea, brought some plantains, a melon,
sugar, etc., and as I had brought some
bread, we made a very good meal. His
china teapot, plate, knife, and fork, were
evidence of the change in some of the
Hindu social customs. Kandura happily
alluded to it afterward in a long discussion
with him, and said, as he had adopted
somse of the customs of foreigners he ought
to accept the best thing they wish to intro-
duce into this land — their religion. The
diseussion was not without ability on either
side. I think the monzadar is inclined to
Brahmo-ism, a form of pure deism which
is making more or less progress in India.

On leaving, I thanked him for his kind-
ness, and then his Hindu ideas appeared
in his asking me to give him my blessing.
Their religious teachers are supposed to
have the power to bless and to curse oth-
ers, and they think the Padre Sahib sus-
tains the same relation to foreigners that
the gooroos do to themselves. I told him
that no one but God had such power. [
could neither bless him nor carse him, but
that I would cherish a spirit of kindness
for him.

—_—
SIAM.
€hinese Misslon of Wangkok.
LeTTER FYROM DR. DEAN.

Death of an Aged Christian. We have
to-day, March 12, attended the funeral of
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Pechi, a Chinese of eighty years, who has
been a Christian for a quarter of a cen-
tury. He has been faithful unto death,
and has gone to receive his crown of life.
He had been failing for some weeks, and
a fow days ago he asked his attendant to
drees him in his new white garments, as
The
Master delayed His coming for a few days,
but last evening He came for him. The
old man’s light was trimmed and burn-
ing ; and while the lamp of his mortal life
s0 gently faded and flickered in its socket,
that the brethren by his couch scarcely
knew when it went out, the radiance of
his beavenly life shone brightly on his face,
when arrayed for the tomb. He said last
Sabbath, ¢ I am ready to go, but will wait
till Jesus comes for me.”

He was a man of a sound mind, read the
Scriptures understandingly, and his voice
was often heard in exhortation and prayer
in our Sabbath assemblies, till within the
last three or four montbs. He has one
daughter, who was once a member of the
church, but seems to have gone, for some
years, with her idolatrous mother. The
husband and father, thus left by his
family, has alone maintained his walk
with God, but now is not, for God took
him.

The brethren shrouded his coffin and
bore him to his grave, not making great
lamentation over him, but with words
of hope and songs of praise, that the vet-
eran soldier had fought the good fight
and kept the faith, finished his course and
gone to his laurels. These songs and
prayers were mingled with words of com-
fort from the passage, * For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also who sleep in Jesus will God
bring with Him.”

With one such ripened sheaf gathered
to the beavenly garner, who will speak of
the fruitlessness of missions to the heathen?
This one alone more than pays for all the
toil of tillage and cost of seed corn, and
the sweat and sun-stroke in the harvest
field.

Heat at Bangkok. March 18, 3} . M. —
I was feeling the heat rather oppressive,

and thought I must stop work, till T weat
to look at the thermometer, and finding
the mercury only at 96° in the shade of
my verandah, came back to my stody
quite content to write a page of English,
by way of recreation, after digging at Chi-
nese all the morning. I am glad that dor-
ing these hot days of March and April our
recruits are at Banplasoi, whers they may
enjoy a sea breeze while farnishing their
armory, laying in munitions and preparing
for action. Mr. and Mrs. Partridge and
Fanny were taken last week across the
Gulf to that station, by Capt. Peterson.
At this season it is hazardous to make the
passage in our mission boat, and it is a
favor to have the aid of a friend who is
accustomed to the high seas and this bos-
terous Gulf. Mrs Dean and myself re-
main for afew weeks the only members of
our mission at Bangkok.

Ezamination of a Candidate. Last Sab-
bath one Chinese was baptized and added
to our number. Having for a year been
an applicant for church membership and
stumbling on the communion question,and
for other reasons, he had been put off from
time to time ; he enjoyed at length the full
benefit of an extended examination. The
usual aflerncon service was suspended,
and the time occupied in an examination,
similar to such as are given to candidates
for ordination at home, embracing ques-
tions regarding the Deity, divinity of Chris,
the Holy Sprit, sin, atonement, the resur-
rection, angels, heaven, the church, its o
dinances, the Sabbath, duties of charch
members, the Scriptures, etc. If it bad
been before a council for ordination, there
might have been a resolution of unanimous
approval, and parts of service assigned to
the ministering brethren of the Council,
provided they had happened to be present
on the occasion. As it was, the candi-
date was simply baptized in the river
Meinam in the presence of a company of
his countrymen and a few spectators
from the shipping in the neighborhood
One gentleman ssked us the next day, « If
we had a christening yesterday ? ” “ Yes,
Christianing, so far as the candidate thus
followed Cbrist.”
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brother Scott, he was giving out medicines
and doctoring the dying natives night
and day, and bhad no rest. He was nota
man to spare himself. For the last six
months he has worked as though possessed
with a conviction that what he did he
must do quickly. We have all pleaded
moderation, but in vain. The disease
attacked an exhausted system, and he
sunk helpless under its dread power. I
know how this death will have thrilled all
your hearts.

Brother Scott was a good man, and
just entering upon that period of his mis-
sionary life which promised the most use-
fulness. The first two or three years are
of little practical use in missionary life.
Nothing can be done until the language
is well learned, and some experience of
the people is acquired. I trust that those
who knew brother Scott, who saw his self-
abnegation and his hearty love for the
mission cause, will duly sympathize in our
loss and that some new man will come for-
ward to fill his place.

A Duty to be done. The home church-
es are fast filling up with new converts,
and the denomination is rapidly growing
in influence, wealth and power; weck by
week, as I read the messages from the
churches, my heart is thrilled by the rap-
id stir and sound of preparation for some
great movement in the army of the Lord.
Can it be possible that all this stir means
nothing, but that our home Zion shall
gather comfortably around her the folds of
her tent, while the nations without, shiver
in the night chills and damps of sin and
death? Will they not rather, lengthen-
ing their cords and strengthening their
stakes, enlarge the borders of their tent,
till its ample and all-encompassing folds
shall embrace the whole world ?

I can write nothing that bespeaks the
oppressed feelings of my heart on this
mournful juncture. O dreadful death!
and yet, O blissful life. But death is none
the less shocking, dreadful, abnormal, to
our earthly view, even though life and im-
mortality are brought to life in the Gospel.

The cholera prevails among the poor
natives more or less all over Assam. We
have had several deaths here from it.

SIAM.
€hinese Flsslon of Wangkek.
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Chinese Secret Society. Bangkok, March
25, 1869. — The Partridges and Miss Dean

“are at Banplasoi for a few weeks, where

the church is suffering from the exciting

influence of the ‘‘Sang to hue,” Two

sword Society. The symbol of the order
is two swords, crossed at an oblique angle.

and the oath is administered with the two

swords crossed over the neck while a fowl

is decapitated, and the candidate impre
cates his own decapitation, if he reveals
the secrets of the order. They pledge a
mutual protection to the fraternity, even to
the rescue of a brother from the bands of
the police or magistrates, and adopt a re-
pudiation of specie payments and all pe
cuniary obligations which cause them in-
convenience. One secret sign among the
fraternity is said to be a crossing the arms
in the form of the two swords ; and in tak-
ing a cup of tea, one finger is placed on the
inside of the cup and two fingers without.
One Chinese estimates three fifths of the
Chinese of Siam as members of the order.
But this may be far from the truth,and we
know nothing very certainly about it, ex-
cept that it is producing great excitement
in the country, and perhaps justly causing
some alarm.

Inguirers—God a Refuge. Miss Fielde
has just returned from Leng kia cha, after
a stay of two or three weeks. One or two
hopeful inquirers are reported, bat the ex-
citement from the secret society prevals
there as elsewhere through the country,
and the public mind is pot in a state to
think calmly about eternal things.

The report comes to-day that the secret
society have killed the governor of Laken
chi si, a district a day or two distant. Some
say they are to fire the city and plunder the
people. We may be on the margin of a
volcano that may pour its lava over us, or
it may pass away with these subterranean
rumblings and tremblings on the surface.
With the people there is ‘¢ distress with
perplexity, men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those thicgs
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which are coming on the earth, for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” Our
trust is in Him who causes and controls
the storm, and makes the rage and wrath
of man to praise Him, and keeps His peo-
Pple as securely on the trembling earth, or
tempest-tossed ocean, as if around His
throne. in heaven. “ Thou wilt keep him
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee;” — not
in himself, not in an image, but in the Al-
mighty God,—not merely to wear His
badge, march under His flag, glory in His
victories, but to fight for Him, suffer for
Him, trust Him. Yes, trust Him — that’s
all. .

The Bible— An Appeal. April 12th,
1869. — Fannie and the Partridges are at

Banplasoi, and Miss Fielde is at Anghin.’

I have been able recently to’ attend one
“Chinese service daily, and on the Sabbath
to pronounce the benediction of the two
chapels, after a sermon from one of the
Chinese assistants at each.

I am still at the revision of the Scrip-
tures, as God gives strength, and have
some portions nearly ready for the press.
During the last week we have a box of
New Testaments from Ningpo, to meet
our immediate wants; but as brother
Knowiton says they have this year no ap-
propriation for Scriptures, I must pay for
them out of private funds, since we are in
a like impoverished condition. The Bi-
ble Society bave demonstrated to us how
much we may rely upon their aid; but
I think the American churches will not
allow the Chinese to perish for the bread
of life, just as they are ready to receive it,
and hands are ready to feed them. Shall
those hands be left empty, and those read-
ing millions be suffered to go to their
doom without the Word of God ?

A Chinese Christian. April 15th, 1869,
— We have to-day letters from Fannie
and Mr. and Mrs. Partridge at Banplasoi.
They are well and happy in their work,
and speak of a month longer there. They
had just buried one of the members, who
two weeks before walked four miles to
cbapel. Mr. Partridge says, none but a
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Christian would have done it under the
circumstances.

Idolatry and Prayer. The secret Soci-
ety is still causing some disturbance among
the members. They ask for prayers in
their behalf, and we extend the invitation
to the saints in America. We believe in
prayer, when offered to one God, from
Christian hearts. Does the Christian
church grasp the idea that idolatry is to
be overturned by the one hand of Him to
whom we pray ? It may perbaps be easy
for you, who do not see it and know its
enslaving power on all around, — kings,
priests, people, in every relation and in-
terest of life, to believe its overthrow.
But to us, it costs a struggle for faith to
grasp the thought firmly and hold on to it
unflinchingly. ~As this burning sun weak-
ens the muscle and palsies the power of
motion, so the surrounding sights and
sounds of paganism seem to paralyze the
hand that holds on to God’s arm and
promise. If any one is cherishing the il-
lusory thought that the din of idolatry and
the disgusting sights of heathenism are in-
spiring to pious fervor and strengthening
to Christian faith, let him come here to be
unbeguiled.

First Fruils, James says of the Jews,
that they were “begotten by the Father
of lights, with the Word of truth, that
they should be a kind of first fruits of His
oreatures.” Paul says that the honse of
Stephanus was ¢ the first fruits of Achaia.”
Carey reports Krishnu Pal as the first
fruits in India. Judson records Moung
Nau as the first fruits of Burmah. Board-
man gathers Ko Tha-byu, the first fruits
among the Karens. Jones baptizes Bun
Thai, the first fruits of Bangkok. Tang
Tai was the first fruits at Hongkong, and
Morrison plucks Leang Afat as the first
fruits of China.

I have been reminded of these facts by
the enclosed letter from the Rev. Mr. Mc-
Gilvary, of the Presbyterian Board of the
United States, reporting the first fruits
gathered at Chieng-mai, the capital of
North Laos, situated thirty days north of
Bangkok. The letter will explain itself.
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Letter of Mr. McGilvary — A Laos Dis-
ciple. Chieng-mai, Jan. 80, 1869, — Your
note per last mail was d:}iy received, with
many thanks. I was glad that you were
able to give such a cheering report of the
result of your labors during the year, and
trust that the good work among the Chi-
nese may go on and tly increase,

With us it is a day of small things.
Yet God has given unmistakable evidence
of His presence and power in the convic-
tion ang conversion of sinners. One ve!
interesting Laos man gives as good evi-
dence of conversion as I almost ever saw
in an applicant for church membership in
heathen or Christian land. He was
tised the first Sabbath in January, the day
of the beginning of the week of prayer.
When we consider all the circumstances
taken together, that he is literally the first
in this whole land, that he is a regular
graduate of the Buddhist priesthood, and
a favorite man of a
master being a son-in-law of the nephew
of the king, that he did not know and
could not ?oreeee what would be the re-
sults, to himself or family, of the act thus
boldly taken, we have surely reason to
exclaim, “ What hath God wrought !” It
was a sight that this land never witnessed
before, when last Sabbath-week he refused
to go to work at the summons of his master,
tor conscience sake. He sent a mild and
respectful, but firm answer, that if his
master insisted on the work and could
hire a man in his place, he would pay for
it; or if another would do, he would
work any number of days except the Sab-
bath. He weat in on Monday morning
and found his master, the prince, very
pleasant. He asked him a great many
questions relative to his change of religion,
and is on the best terms with us, which
makes it much better.

1 am reall at the growin
estimate of the importance of this fiel
It seems to me that even one such con-
vert, in less than two years after the first
arrival of the first miemonaries on the field,
is an encouragement not often granted in
most new missions. We believe that God
has much people in this place. Pray for
us and our work. I never began a year
with such ardent hopes and strong faith
for the ultimate and compantive‘l{ speedy
triumph of the Gospel in this lan

——

LeTTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.
The Church at Banplassi. Bauplasoi,
March 29, 1869.— My wife, Miss Dean

rince of rank, his -

and I came to Banplasoi, on the 11th inst.
We had three objectsin view. In the fint
place the church needed the presence of
a missionary.

Since the accession of the new king to
the throne, the Chinese have had doubs
as to their status, and a secret Society has
been formed, which evidently seeks to in-
clude all the Chinese in Siam. What the
real object of the leaders may be, I cannat
say ; but ostensibly they are forming the
Society for self protection. There is no
ground for their fears, as they will probably
learn in a few months ; but the charch here
has suffered from the disturbances, and a
few of our number have been drawn into
the Society. It is easier to understand
Paul’s Epistles than it was at home, and
his experience with converts from hes
thenism affords the best encouragement to
missionaries. His words also contain the
best of advice in cases which are constant-
ly coming to our notice.

Our native teacher seems well fitted for
the place, but the people seem to need a
missionary also, a male missionary. One
of the deacons said the other day, that he
feared the members would all have gone
into the Society if the teacher had not
come. There is some satisfaction in being
able to do alittle in that inactive, half un-
conscious way. It is far better than re-
maining in Bangkok all the time. The peo-
ple seem comforted and encouraged by our
presence, and we hope the present distur-
bances may. result in no permanent injary
to our church here.

Climate of Banplasoi. Another reason
for our being here is that the heat is most
oppressive in Bangkok from the middle of
March to the 1st of June, and of course
these months are the most trying to new
comers. Here on the gulf we have a cool,
refreshing breeze nearly all of the time.
We have been perfectly well all the time,
but we think it best to take all the sanitary
precautions possible. Letters from Bang-
kok say the heat there is intense, but bere
we have scarcely suffered any inconveni-
ence on that account.

The third reason for coming here is the
increased facility for study. At Bangkok
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we were liable to interruptions at all times
of the day, and we heard our own language
spoken more than the Chinese. Here we
can arrange the time to suit our own con-
venience, and we hear the Chinese spoken
constantly. The native preacher teaches
us, and it would be difficult to find a better
teacher. He was Mr. Ashmor®’s instruct-
or. Ifit were best, I should like to live
here and be the pastor of this church, but
that cannot be, until we have at least one
more man.

How a Day is Spent. Let me tell you
how we spend our time. After breakfast
we have family worship, all of our house-
bold being present. This consists of the
preacher, a teacher whom Miss Dean
brought, our cook and servant man and
two little girls. We each repeat a verse
in Chinese. We then each (who can
read) read a verse in course, and make
brief comments upon it. We read this
morning the last nine verses 6f the 22d
of Luke. Of course my wife’s comments
and my own are interpreted by Miss D.
A hymn is then sung in Chinese, and
prayer is offered, by some one of our num-
ber, either in Chinese or English.

After worship Mrs. P. and I study with
the teacher. Our study for the present
consists in learning a verse to repeat and
practising the one we are toread. We
are also learning the Commandments.
Besides this, we manage to pick up nearly
every day some new expression or word.
After our regular lesson we spend the day
in stady, reading, writing, or work. As
my wife has charge of the housekeeping,
she finds considerable to do in that direc-
tion. Just before sunset we usually go out
for a walk, and call on one or more of the
brethren, and take dinner on our return.
After dinner we have evening worship.
The preacher takes charge of this, reading
s few verses and then commenting on
them, often a half hour or more. We usu-
ally have from two to four or five of the
brethren in at evening worship. Some-
times I add a few words to what the
preacher has said, and thus we pass the
days here at Banplasoi, very quietly, very
pleasantly, and I hope profitably to our-
selves and the church.

~— -

: — Letter from Miss Fielde.
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‘We have our public service on the Sab-
bath. Through Miss Dean I talk to the
people from some practical lesson in the
New Testament, and the preacher follows
with a more extended discourse. I enjoy
all these services very much, but it is very
trying to be so dumb, when there is so
much to be done. Theee Christians need
to be led along step by step, and these
steps are no soldiers’ strides of twenty nine
inches, but the hesitating steps of an infant.

Ignorance of the People. Our people
at home do not, because they cannot, un-
dersiand the ignorance of these Christians.
They need constant instruction in the
first principles of Christianity and my am-
Bition now extends no further than to be
able to read and explain to the common
people, the truths of the Bible. But I
need so many words to say a very little !
The Chinese language has a more familiar
sound than it had two months ago, and I
can recognize occasional words.

Progress in the Language. 1 can send
my man to market, and on his return un-
derstand what he has bought and what he
has paid out. I can ask a very few ques-
tions, and can make a very few replies.
I can tell the names of a very few printed
characters, and their meaning. But this
is only a drop in the broad ocean of the
language.

One day last week we all went about
four miles to make a pastoral call on Chek
Oi. Our means of conveyance was a buf-
falo cart; which creaked slowly along the
hot, dusty road. But we enjoyed the ride
and the visit. After such visits, and after
the people have called on us, my first
thonght, and often my first expression is,
¢ If 1 could only talk!” )

———

LeTTER FROM MiIss FIELDE.

Scene at Banplasoi. Banplasoi, May 2,
1869. —1I have thought this morning how
strange the scene would be to you, were
you looking through my eyes. From the
front of our chapel we see the blue Gulf of
Siam; from the back, the shore covered
with tamarind, mango and palm trees,
with the mountains looking over them
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here and there; from the sides, clusters of
atap cabins, standing on piles ten or
twelve feet high. Our habitation, like its
neighbors, is amphibious; at high tide it
seems to float on the waves, only joined to
the land by a string of boards, on which
one with steady head and nimble feet may

go to terra firma. At low tide, it appears -

to have waded out on its long wooden legs
and stuck fast in the mud, at twenty rods
from the solid shore.

The chapel has two twin roofs, one of
which covers two tiny sleeping rooms,
and as tiny a dining room, and the other,
the worship room. This Sabbath morn-
ing, the first to come was a lame man, who
walked from his home five miles away.
After him came two or three others from
a distance in the country,and a few stal-
wart fishermen from the neighboring
houses. To these eight church members,
the Chinese pastor, and a few others, Mr.
Partridge spoke through an interpreter,
from Acts 14 : 22,

The Mode of Working. 1 came to
Anghin the last of March, with the wife
of the English physician at Bangkok, and
spent three weeks, stopping in a house
belonging to one of the Siamese noble-
men ; then joined Mr. and Mrs. Partridge
here. In the forenoons while Mr. and
Mrs. P. are reading Chinese, I go to the
native houses and shops, to carry the peo-
ple ¢ the true doctrine.” This manner of
working does not produce great and im-
mediate effect, but it seems to me to be in
accordance with the command, “ Go and
teach.” 1 do not believe our Lord sends
His servants upon useless errands. 1 will
do mine as faithfully and wisely as I can;
results rest with Him.

———

. Hasteen €hina flsslon.
LxTTER FRoM MR. KNOWLTON.

Baptisms at Ningpo. Ningpo, March
81, 1869. — At our last communion sea-
son at Ningpo, March 7th, six converts
were baptized. Two of them, a young
man and his sister-in-law, are from Si-u, the
large village about twenty miles south of

Eastern China Mission : — Letter from Mr. Knowlton. [October,

Ningpo, where I have recently hired a
room for a chapel ; one was an aged wo-
man from Miau-san, a village near Si-u;
another was a man from Teo-mung-giso,
about six miles this side of Si-u, where I
opened a chapel last August ; the other
two were aged females of Ningpo city.

As Si-u is a powerful clan, the head
men of the place undertook to prevent
our establishing ourselves there. Aftera
little, having ascertained that we could
hold by treaty right the house we had
rented, they gave up the attempt to drive
us out, and contented themselves with
threatening to expel from the clan any
person who becomes a Christian. This
they proposed to do ostensibly, on account
of not worshipping ancestors. Ancestral
worship is more rigidly and devoutly main-
tained in that village than I have found it
in any other place.

Toleration and Progress in China. The
man baptized at Teo-mung-giao has also
met with much opposition. As the truth
takes a stronger hold of the people, we must
expect the opposition will also be propor-
tionally increased. The battle of toleration
of Christianity in China, notwitbstanding
the recent speeches respecting China, “in-
viting missionaries to plant the shining
cross on every hill,” has yet to be fought.
And it will not be without the shedding of
blood. The people of the United States
are getting a very erroneous impression
about China’s coming into the family of
nations under full sail. China, embracing
all officials and men of influence, with rare
exceptions, hates foreigners and foreign
improvements. They vastly prefer the
old state of things. Their feeling is, “ we
bave got on well with the lessons of our
sages for about five thonsand years ; why
should we run after these upstart barbari-
ans?” They prefer,as a general rule,
their necromancy to science ; their cars
drawn by mules over rough roads, to rait
road cars ; their old junks, to steamers;
their old snail-pace way of doing every-
thing, to the go-ahead break-neck speed
of Westerners. Still it is a cheering fact
that the government at Peking perveives
the need of improvement and progress,
and is taking some steps in that direction.
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toward the sea, and has a large Karen

. population, all Pwos. The work has be-
gun here also in three places, and a spirit
of.inquiry about the white book prevails
extensively. In one village of seventeen
houses visited by me, there is great in-
terest. Before I left, one household gave
up all their utensils so long used in their
heathen offerings. One of these was a
bottle for arrack, which the owner said
bad been used in his family for at least
eighty years. He himself is now sixty
years of age, and he knows that his father
had it for some twenty years before he
was born.

———
SIAM.
Chinese flisalon of Wanghok.

LeTTER FROM DR. DxaAN.

An Old Disciple. Bangkok, May 26,
1869. — Chek Heng has just called to say
good-by, before leaving for his native
town in China. He was baptized here
thirty years ago, and has since maintained
the uniformity of a meek and quiet spirit,
and proved himself in good report and
evil report a man of prayer and Christian
principle. He has been one of our most
useful members, and for several years has
served as deacon. We shall feel his loes;
but his influence for good may still be
felt, as his home is near one of the churches
of the Tie Chiu Mission, where his elder
brother is a member. That brother has
two sons here, one of whom is a member
of this church, of which his grandfather
was a constituent member. This has ever
been one of our best families, and we re-
joice that it is still represented by the
younger members.

State of the Work. This is the third
member of the church to whom we have
given letters this year, one of whom ex-
pects to return here after a few months.
Some have died, and some are under
church discipline for various delinquen-
cies. A few names are before the church
as applicants for baptism. The seed-sow-
ing is accompanied with tears, and in the

gathering eome tares are bound up with
the wheat. If we fail to pick them out,
they will be divided at the great separat-
ing day.

We have encouragements in our work.
Results are quite equal to the means em-
ployed, and perhaps beyond the measure
of our faith. It is written, “ Be it unto
thee according to thy faith.” If we had
no more than we are entitled to expect by
that rule, our success and support might
be meagre. God often acts on a more
generous rule, and does for us “ exceeding
abundantly, not only beyond what we de-
sire, but above all we ask or think, ac-
cording to His power that worketh in us
to His glory in the church, by Christ
Jesus, throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen.”

Baptisms at Lengkiachu. June 1,1869.
Last Sabbath I spent at Lengkiacbu,
where two Chinese were baptized, and
fourteen members sat at the Lord’s table.
At the river side a multitnde of Chinese
assembled to witness the ordinance, and
as we went down into ghe water, a little
mirth was excited by a remark from one
of the spectators, that “ they were going
down into the river to wash the black out
of their hearts.” After coming up out of
the water, this formed a text from which
to address the people. When they heard
that this rite was not one of ours, nor in-
troduced by foreigners, but was instituted
by our God and their God, they listened
attentively to the statement, that rivers
of water could never wash the black out
of their hearts, but the blood of Jesus
alone could make their hearts clean. and
render them forever happy. From this
emblem of the Saviour’s resurrection, we
returned to the chapel, to memorize His
death. The season was one of interest to
the church. One of the members said at
the covenant meeting, that they bhad
been passing a refining process, and the
furnace had been very hot. This remark
led to the choice of a text from Deat.
88:27. “The eternal! God is thy refuge.”
The heathen have no sach God; none
but the Christian has such a refuge. Ino
that refuge he is secure. ,

Wkhen the Sabbath was past, on coming



1860.]

down to the boat to return home, an old
man met me near the landing and said,
« [ have desired to go to the chapel and
see you; but 1 am not able to walk far.
I am now more than eighty years old.
Since I saw you baptize those men, I
thought I would like to be baptized, and
then go to heaven.”

On the way home a few books were
distributed to the boatmen we passed,
bound to the capital, from the coast and
western districts, with large boats laden
with sapau wood, salt, and rice.

Things not Seen. Some few Chinese
are secking to come into the church in
Bangkok, and some perhaps may need to
go out. There has been a resurrection
of an old church member of Banchang,
who was reported last year to be dead,
but who a few days ago walked into the
chapel at Lengkiachu, much to the delight
of the brethren. We expect to see him
at Bangkok soon, and propose to visit
Banchang as soon as the rains will allow,
to look after the lot there belonging to
the mission. That is a stronghold of
Romanism, which, with the distance of
the place, and the want of men to work
the field, has caused the neglect hitherto.
The work is one of faith; the result is one
of hope. Heaven is not seen, but hoped
for. Because we cannot look in at the
gate, shall we despair of reaching it? The
salvation of the heathen world is not seen,
but hoped for; and that hope rests on the
pledge of God.

New Deacons— The Opium Habit.
June 15, 1869. — Last Sabbath two of
the older and tried members of the church
were recognized as deacons, by prayer
and the laying on of hands.

On the same occasion, four of the
Jounger members were suspended from
charch fellowship, in consequence of
smoking opium, followed by immoral con-
duct. Two of these men were profess-
edly reformed opium-eaters, but returned
again to the habit, «like a dog to his
vomit.” The other two were young men,
supposed to have been entangled in the
snare, after their baptism. This is a
dreadful calamity. When a man is at-
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tached to the smoke-car, there is no tell-
ing where the train will land him. The
smoke first soothes the nerves, then bright-
ens the intellect, blazes the passions, and
finally benumbs all the powers, and bru-
talizes the whole man, and burns up
body and soul. The maundering, mad-
dening, murdering tendencies of the habit
would be beyond all credence, if they
were not within daily observation.

Its effects are apparent at first, in the
fullness and flushed face; then a pallor
and glassy shining skin, followed by a
cadaverous coantenance, a ruin of fortune,
and a wreck of manhood, and finally, you
meet this staggering skeleton of humanity,
and remonstrate with him against his
self-destruction, and with the greatest
coolness he responds, “O no! I never
smoke |” Then he totters along to the
smoker’s dismal grave, and the heathen’s
dreadful eternity. His countrymen pity
his folly, then follow his example. Is the
like folly, and the like following, limited
to the Chinesq?

Birthday Meditations. June 21.— This
is another marked day. It ties another
knot in my thread of life. God has given
me sixty-two years of mercy on the earth,
forty-seven of which have professedly been
consecrated to His service, and spent in
preparation for, or the performance of mis-
sionary work. The years spent in study
and the recuperation of wasted energies, all
counted in the work of preparation. Dur-
ing this period God has sent me three
times from America to China, and this is
the third visit to my present field of labor.
In sorrow and in joy,on the sea and on
the land, at home and abroad, He has ever
been my strength and song, and in every
conflict and conquest He has been my
valor and victory. During the last year
He has given me more nights of sleep,
more days of labor, more bread to eat,
more joys to count, than during one of the
preceding twenty. By the grace of God
I begin to-day this new year, with as
much physical bealth, and more mission-
ary heart, and a better fitness for the
work, than any year since I stepped from
Boston wharf on board the old ship ‘* Cash-
mere,” thirty-five years ago. Christ is
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not only a great God, but a good friend,
and a generous Master. He provides us
delightful work, prepares us for success-
ful service, and promises a reward of fu-
ture glory, besides an hundred fold in the
life that now is.

——

Southern €bina Pisslon.

LETTER FrOM MR, ASHMORE.

Additions by Baptism. Swatow, July
18, 1869. — Our last communion season
passed off very pleasantly and with en-
couragement to ourselves. There were
six applicants for baptism. Their cases
were carefully considered. One was de-
ferred because of inadequate views of the
way of salvation ; another, because he had
abandoned gambling too recently to allow
us to feel easy as to the thoroughness of his
repentance, a third, because most of his
ideas about the truth were indefinite.
The other three were quite satisfactory.
Their confession of faith, though not ex-
pressed with many details, went directly
to the cross of Christ. .

A week later was the communion sea-
son at Tang Leng. A Sun had written
that there would be several applicants for
baptism. I had purposed to go over for
a special reason, and be with them at
another harvest home ; but one of our
Chinese here was taken dangerously ill,
and prevented me. It was just as well,
however ; for on the Tuesday following,
who should step in upon me but old Chnoi
It Pe from Ko Tung, who had spent the
Sabbath at Tang Leng, bringing a letter
from A Sun, communicating the good
news that he had baptized four persons,
and that they had had a very good day.

A Disciple Blessed. You have heard
of old Chnoi It Pe from Mr. Johnson’s let-
ters. His age and feebleness prevent him
from stirring about much ; but he felt that
he must come down to have a surgical op-
eration performed on his eyes, at the hos-
pital of the English Presbyterian Mission.
The old man is naturally very timid ; but
this time he was much more bold and joy-
ous. And he has great occasion to be so.

When be first made a profession, it was
with fear and trembling ; but soon after
his son was converted, and is now a faith-
ful and successful preacher of the goe
pel ; then his wife was converted, and
then his daughter-in-law. In this Jast
he is favored above some of his brethren,
whose daughters-in-law seem related to
those Hittite damsels that Esan loved, but
who were a grief of mind to Isaac and
Rebecca.

Poor old Tang Pe, when he was living,
had his life made bitter by hard bondage.
The last time he came over to commuaion,
his thought was chiefly on two subjects.
One was the joy in store for him in heaven,
and the other the misery he suffered from
his daughter-in-law, who dwelt in the
same house with him, but hated him on
account of his religion. He is now gone
where ¢ the wicked cease from troubling.”
But now, alas, there is another old brotber,
Tai Pe, who is being refined in the same
disagreeable furnace, and who never gets
through his brief account of himself at
the bi-monthly covenant meeting withoat
some deep sighs at the trial of his faith and
patience by the *‘ foes of his own house-
hold,” — two quarrelsome daughters-in-
law.

Church in Hongkong. Whilein Hong-
kong I gave much attention to the affairs
of the church, and had the pleasure of
baptizing one Chinese and three foreign-
ers, the latter in connection with a little
Baptist interest started and maintained
by a young man in the employ of the P.
and O. Steam Navigation Compaay.

My first object was to find out the
amount of the Tie Chiu population in
Hongkong. Five thousand is an ample
estimate. A Tui keeps up a service for
such of this number as can be induced
to attend. The question of his ordination
was of course an important one. Some
one should be ordained and stationed
there. Mr. Jobnson and mjself bhad
agreed that in case things appeared all
right, either he would come down and we
would ordain A Thui, or in case he could
not, I might proceed alone. But I did
not feel warranted to act, and wrote to
Mr. Johnson my reasons, in which be



