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pioneer of the Christian army, the Presi-
dent of the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation, while the candidates were dressing
distributed tracts on baptism among the
spectators. Thus even before the sermon
he scattered the heavenly seed and di-
verted the attention of the people away
from frivolous conversation to the one
thing needful. There was a solemn si-
lence when the pastor, surrounded by the
seven candidates, after a brief but earnest
hymn, spoke on the words, * Buried with
Christ by baptism unto death.” There
was no interruption. The crowd were
quiet and attentive. All was still as on a
Sabbath morning in the chamber of
prayer. Nosound was heard but the
murmuring of the water and the gentle
rustling of the trees. It seemed as if the
very foliage was saying — ¢ Peace be with
you. The voice of the Lord is in the
trees. The Lord is at hand.” They went
down into the river, which had worn a bed
for itself -perhaps twenty feet deep, while
the choir on the shore sang a hymn. The
first was an aged man with hoary hairs;
he had outlived two generations of men;
now he rejoiced to obey with filial trust
the command of Christ, and thus to tread
in the footsteps of his Elder Brother. To
such a heart no commands are burden-
some. The joy that beamed from his
eyes was mirrored in the eyes of him with
whom, hand in hand, he went down into
the watery grave. It was his son, a full
grown man and the father of a family.
Then followed a married couple. In
short, it was an occasion over which the
angels might sing. In dripping garments
a few words of exhortation were spoken,
a hymn was sung, and the multitude sep-
arated into little companies, to talk over
what they had seen and heard. The
tearful eyes of the Caffres during the re-
marks at the water, showed that under
their dark skin they have human hearts,
capable of being pierced by the sword of
-God’s truth. Some of the brethren had
previously explained to them, partly in
Dutch, partly in Caffre, the meaning of
the ordinance. Now they were surprised
to find even in their own Bibles, which
they brought for proofs, that there was
written, immersion, burial, and rising
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again, going down into the water and
coming up out of the water. Not a few
Caffres, both here and elsewhere, are not
satisfied with their sprinkling, after having

* witnessed baptism by us, and give their

missionaries much trouble.

A chapel called Fbenezer chapel has
been dedicated in Hanover. We recog-
nize here ‘the principle that the people of
God know and keep the Master’s word —
“ Owe no man anything.” Hence we do
not consecrate a chapel to the service of
God, until the last penny is paid.

Tiyo Soga, a native who has received
a good education, is now engaged upon a
translation-of « Pilgrim’s Progress.” The
book will be read much by the Caffres
and with great pleasure.

—————
THE SECRET OF A SPEAKER'S POWER.
By REv. DR. DEAN, BANGKOK, SIAM.

Where is the promise of His coming ?
The disciples were to wait in Jerusalem
during ten days for the promised power
which came at Pentecost. They tarried to
good purpose, because it was in obedience
to command, and in the exercise of prayer.
Idle waiting is worthless in results. The

- ploughman who folds his arms in seed-.

time, “ shall beg in harvest and have noth-
Mg.” The workman who idly waits for
his wages, deserves what he receives,
emptiness and poverty. The builder who
stands inactive on the foundation of his
edifice, rejoicing in its firmness and hold-
ing in his hands the beautiful plan of
architectural skill, will never see his
house completed. He may eloquently
discourse to the passers by of the beauty of
the model and the grandeur of the build-
ing, but the walls will never go up with-
out work.

The beauty of any plan depends greatly
upon its practicability. The eloquence
of an oration depends on its truthfulness
and adaptation to time and place, and its
practical bearings on the persons ad-
dressed. A man with the fascination of
the sweetest voice, and the flourish of the
most captivating rhetoric, may not stir
the hearts and move the hands of his
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hearers, unless he brings to them some
practical, appreciable truth. He may
discourse to men with the tongue of an
angel about the inbabitants of the moon,
and still affect the people of the moon as
much as he does the inhabitants of the
earth. Words must be understood, must
be ¢rue, and have some connection with
the parties addressed, to become eloquent.
-What gives sublimity to the seraphic
visions and glorious predictions of ancient
prophets, if not their fulfilment?* Take
away the truthfulness of their before-say-
ings, and we have but the vagaries of dis-
quieted dreamers. The sublimity of Isa-
iah’s predictions of the Messiah’s coming
and glory is found in their fulfilment.

Had the promised Messiah never come,
and the prophet proved deceptive, we
should read his predictions with disgust,
added to the disappointment. Where do
we go for the profoundest thoughts that
ever filled the human mind, but to Jesus
of Nazareth? First to His words, where
the sublimity of thought is surpassed only
by the simplicity of diction, — but next
and chiefly, to His actions. Christ’s words
were such as never man spake ; but if we
dared to imagine that they could be sep-
arated from truth, what would they be ?
But we dare not suppose the words of
Him who is The Truth, to be anything
but the truth; and it is their unquestioned
truthfulness which gives them their charm
 and glory, and that truthfulness is veri-

fied by His doings. The common sayings
of a great man are prized; a simple sen-
tence from a benefactor has a special
significancy to the beneficiary. Hence
the simplest words of the Saviour have a
power, which nothing but His stoop to
poverty, His suffering of shame, and His
vicarious death for the sinner, could give
them. His eloquence was in His actions,
and without the deeds, the declarations
even of & God would fail to affect us.
What then shall we think of the so-called
eloquent harangues of men, who stand in
crimsoned pulpits and discourse to hearers
who sit in cushioned pews, about the glo-
rious gospel, and the heathen groaning
beneath the load of generations of pagan-
ism, and then make no corresponding
effort to lift that load and lead the suf-
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ferers to heaven? Measuring the elo-
quence of such orations by the practical
efforts of the orator, how often do his
words of seeming eloquence become tame
and tiresome! God is waiting for an
eloquence of action among His professed
friends, — while they seem still to be
waiting in Jerusalem for the promised
power from on high, which they have
failed to receive, because they have failed
to pray for it, or fear to use it for Him.
——

‘WOMEN IN INDIA.

Woman in India, as in all barbarous
and semi-civilized nations, feels the influ-
ence of that barbarism, and occupies a
position in society far beneath that which
she is entitled to as a moral and intel-
lectual being. She is but the slave, the
tool and convenience of her lord and
master, dependent on his will not only
for her subsistence, but for her conscience
and entire rule of action. Society has
assigned her this subordinate position;
custom has kept her there from time
immemorial, and she has accepted her
position not only as a necessity, but would
regard any other as inappropriate and
unbecoming.

It is difficult for us, reared as we are
where woman reigns queen, to under-
stand the degraded condition of the un-
educated, unhonored female of India.
She is despised from her very infancy.
Her birth is looked upon as a misfortune.
The Hindoo delights not in his female
offspring; while the boy is fondled and
caressed, the girl is treated with indiffer-
ence. The former is educated; the lat-
ter is reared in ignorance and in the
midst of domestic brawls. Never do you
seo a female in a Hindu school, save that
one who, as soon as she arrives at age, is,
as their saying is, to be married to the
god; become the dancing-girl of the tem-
ple, and lead a life of shame and infamy.
According to Hindu law and custom, no
female is allowed to learn the art of read-
ing and writing, and hence when you see
one with a book in her hands, you at
once know her vocation and destiny.

The rules relative to the conduct of



S TN

THE

MISSIONARY MAGAZINE

Vor. L. —MARCH, 1870. — No. IIL

—w R~

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION.

——p——

LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONS.

SIAM.

@Chinese PAisslon of Banghok.

LETTER FROM DR® DEAN.

Visits to Out-stations. Bangkok, Oct. 4,
1869. — Yesterday I shared the commu-
nion service with Mr. Partridge and Pua
Sin Se, the pastor of Banplasoi church,
who also preached for us at Wat ko this
morning, to a large audience. As usual
at Wat ko, there was some talking aboyt
the doors, and some coming in and
going out during the service. The ser-
vice at the Union chapel in the afternoon
was uninterrupted, as is common at that
place, and the exercises seemed to inter-
est the church and a few others present.

The Sabbath before, I met the church
at Lengkiachu at the Lord’s table, when
twelve Chinese members were present,
and the day was nearly occupied in prayer,
conference, preaching and the Supper-
service. Miss Dean was with me there to
gather some of the children of the church
into her school, which is still in its infancy,
but promises usefalness in its maturity.
She also attends to the class of women
left by Mrs. Dean on each Sabbath day.

¢ Two Sword Society.” We have had
no baptisms this month, and the secret So-
ciety of ¢ The Two Swords” is alarming
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the members of all our churches, and pre
venting others from entering the fold, by
committing various depredations on all
such as are not of their own fraternity.
The officers of government are making
efforts to check them ; but their extermin-
ation can scarcely be expected. Our help
is in God, and this may teach the disciples
to look to Him for deliverance. New forms
of evil and fresh obstacles to the progress.
of the gospel are daily discovered ; but-
the same hand shapes them all, which.
pointed our first parents to the forbidden.
fruit.

Assault on a Member. 18.— The cliurch-
at Lengkiachu has been suffering from the-
Society of Odd Fellowship, called here-
the “ Two Sword Society.” This name-
comes from the fact that in taking the init-
iatory oath, the candidate stands with,
two swords crossed over his head. One-
of the fraternity last week attacked the-
house of a church member at Lengkiachu, .
while he and his wife and children were
quietly asleep at night. He commenced
by throwing stones upon the roof, then
thrust his sword through the bamboo sides.
of the house, piercing the musquito cur-
tains which covered the wife and children.
They in terror cried out and rushed from
their bed, and the husband, armed with a
fish spear, rushed after-the-assassin and’
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wounded him, while the neighbors came to
aid in his capture.

The next day he was handed over to the
magistrate, who is a leading tnember of
the Two Sword Society, and he, instead
of committing the culprit to prison, re-
leased him, and apprehended the suffer-
ing man and his wife and put them both
in irons, on the plea that they had wound-
ed the marauder with a spear.

Thus matters stood when a deputation
from the church came to Bangkok for help.
The case was represented to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, and on Saturday I pro-
cured from him a letter addressed to the
magistrate at Lengkiachu, instructing him
to adjudicate the matter justly.

The Minister of State sympathized with
us in the matter ; but the government is
evidently careful in dealing with the mem-
bers of the Two Sword Society, which
embraces multitudes of the Chinese and
is assuming a threatening attitude.

The church at Banplasoi is also suffer-
ing from its secret but potent influence.
‘This is testing the fidelity of the church
members, and may keep back, for a time,
some who might wish to join them. But
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall
laugh” at the rage of the wicked, whose
wrath ¢ shall praise Him, and the re-
:mainder of wrath He will restrain.”

Pastoral Visits — Christian Barber. On
‘the last day of the week, in company with
Mr. Partridge, I distributed a few Bibles
among the Chinese, and called on some of
:the church members and others who are
.accustomed to worship with us. The wife
.:and workmen of the man of the house,
.assembled to hear the Scriptures read and
prayer offered. At one place we found a
.company of twenty-five or thirty Chinese
‘in front of a barber’s shop, who is a church
'member, and who, while shaving a man’s
head, is in the habit of talking to him and
.others about the doctrine of the Lord.
We found here also one of our assistants
_and among us the time for a half an hour
was fully occupied in hearing and answer-
.ing questions and in prayer.

Various Labors. Some of the company
.came to chapel the next day, when the

-

Chinese Misston of Bangkok : — Letter fromg.Dr. Dean.

[March,

Banplasoi pastor preached at Wat ko,
and another Chinese preached at Union
chapel in the afternoon. Mr. Partridge
preached at four p. M. in the English
chapel. He and his good wife are giving
us great help in Chinese, and larger prom-
ise for the future. The pastor from Ban-
plasoi is remaining here for a month, to
give lessons to them in the colloquial, for
which he hasrare aptitude, while he aids
us on the Sabbath and attends our daily
lessons for his benefit and ours.

We have sent a young man to Banpla-
soi to take his place for the time being,
who has never before acted as an assistant,
but has proved himself faithful as a Chyis-
tian brother and a good student of the
Bible. This service may -do him good,
and at the same time give the church there
a little variety in their teachers. We
have in our daily class with some members
of the church, a company of Chinese
scholars, proud, opinionated and Pharisa-
ical, but hearing something of the truth,
which the Spirit may make the means ‘of
their salvation and usefulness. We have
also daily with them a class of children
under Miss Dean’s instruction; each re-
peats a verse of Scripture, and they take
part with us in reading and explaining
the Bible. .

What is Needed. We are in need of
fomething more important to our success
than what the churches can give. We need
a grasp of faith which will enable us to
take hold of God’s arm, and a largeness
of heart that will take in all the “ exceed-
ing great and precious promises” of His
word. We need the power of the Holy
One, to quicken the dead around us, to
rouse the heathen to a consciousness of
their condition, and a recognition of their
obligations to their Maker and Judge.
Words of life are daily uttered in the ears
of this people, and from week to week the
gospel is proclaimed to many ; but their -
ears are dull of hearing, their eyes are
darkened and their hearts are hard as
Pharaoh’s. There has not been a baptism
for the last three months, and the devil is
taking advantage of this declension, and is
already making his harvest season overlap
the time of his seed-sowing. The seeds of
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wickedness everywhere vegetate rapidly ;
but the heat of the tropics, which accelerates

the development of vegetable and animal -

life, also speedily ripens the plantings of
the Wicked One. The moral soil is richly
fertilized for the growth of vice, whose
rank foliage often overshadows the plants
of righteousness, so that they bring no
fruit to perfection. We mneed a higher
type of piety here and at home; men
here, to be successful, need Divine power,
and to meet the claims of the churches
who send them, need to be immortal.
The death of a missionary, or the fainting
of a laborer in the field abroad, leads to
discouragement among the churches at
home.

Missionaries Returning. The workman
perhaps, might as well rest in the harvest
field, and be ready with sickle in hand to
renew his reaping, at the first signs of re-
turning strength, provided he could recu-
perate as well there as in the shelter of
his home ; but if he is fainting from heat
as well as toil, it would be wise to remove
him to the shade as well as to a place
of rest. He may also need a cooling
drink, or a little cordial, which becomes
doubly restorative by being presented by
the hand of loved ones of the home cir-
cle.

Those who gather the harvest or glean
the grain from foreign fields, go home at
greater’ cost to themselves than to those
who pay the ferry.

—_——
LETTER FROM Miss FIELDE.

- Looking Backwards. Bangkok, Oct. 83,

1869. — In taking a retrospective view of
my life in Siam, on the third anniver-
sary of my arrival here, the 22d of July, I
found I had spent one third of my time at
the out-stations and other villages, and the
remainder in Bangkok, and had distributed
several hundreds of books. talking as I
was able, of the gospel to those to whom I
gave the books,

During the rainy season I have made
the study of the language, with my teach-
er, my chief work ; feeling that I should
accomplish more in a short time with a

67

sharp tool, than in a longer time with a
dull one.

The first of June a sick European child
was brought by its father to me to be cared
for, and remained two months. Its moth-
er had died some months before, and it
had suffered greatly through neglect. I
hoped that with care and affection it would
soon grow well and strong; but it bad ac-
quired some wasting discase, and grew
more weary and wailing day after day.
On my being taken ill the first of August,
Mrs. Smith kindly took the sick boy to her
house, and when I recovered, the first of
September, he bhad gone to his own
mother in heaven.

I am quite well again, and as soon as
these, the heaviest of the rains, are past,
shall go out among the people again.

———e

Eastern China FAlsslon.
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON.

Missionary Tour — Dr. Macgowan.
Ningpo, Sept. 15,1869. — I have time only
to give an outline of my very interesting
visit to the ports and up the Yangtse. I
have now visited all the open ports of
China except Tai-wan, on the island of
Formosa, and Newchwang in Manchuria.

I started from Ningpo on the 27th of
July, leaving in the steamer at four o’clock,
P. M., and arrived at Shanghai early the
next morning. At present we have
daily steamers running from Ningpo to
Shanghai. The fare is fifteen dollars for
the round trip, or ten for one way. Dis-
tance about 130 miles. I stopped at Dr.
Macgowan’s, who is supporting himself
and family by practising medicine, chiefly
among the shipping, and by aiding Chinese
scholars in translating western works on
science. He is paid ‘by the Chinese gov-
ernment for this service. Thisis a sug-
gestive fact, indicating that there is some
demand at least, for western science. Dr.
M. also assists gratuitously in the dispensary
of the American Episcopal Mission, Shang-
hai. Dr. M. is a friend to the Chinese.

e

Trip to Fuchau. On the evening of
July 28th, I went on board the Butha, a
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The Lord’s Supper — Christian Singing.
On the second Sabbath of the Wards’
visit we celebrated the Lord’s Supper;
twenty-five were present, besides the
‘¢ form of the Fourth,” whose gracious in-
fluence was most manifest.

Sister Ward could not remain idle, but
held a dailpexercise with the Christians
present, in Scripture reading, prayer and
singing of hymns in the Assamese, which
most of them were committing to memory.

The singing of Christian hymns among
such a people is a powerful auxiliary in
the work of evangelization.

% One Hundred Garos for Christ.”
Thus, in the providence of God, our trav-
elling season has opened most auspiciously.
Our dear friends left us to-day, on their
long and weary journey, with the ¢ watch-
word for us, ‘one hundred Garos for
Christ the present season.”” O for grace
and faith to perform well our part, while
Christ will not fail to gather in His elect
in due time.

Many Garos are daily praying for a
blessing upon those who have this day left
Assam, and earnestly asking God to speed
the return cf their old teacher Bronson.

——

LETTER FROM MRs. ScorT.

New Inquirers. Nowgong, Nov. 19,
1869. — The Wards have left me and are
now making their way to Calcutta, stop-
ping at Gowahati and Gowalpara for a
short visit as they -go down. We miss
them very much. Mrs. W. was much in-
terested in the school, and ‘her daily in-
structions to the young men have, I trust,
made deep impressions upon some of them.
Ramserang, a Cosari, has expressed deep
convictions of his need of forgiveness, and
says his only trust is in Jesus.

An interesting case from the sepoy
lines has lately come to my notice, —a
Garo youth, a countryman and acquaint-
ance of Omed. This young man was sin-
cerely inquiring after the truth. In
my conversations with him, I have been
much pleased with his candor and earnest-
ness. His interest was first awakened by
conversation with one of my mountain
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baws of the Normal School. An old woman
from one of the villages, a Miri, has also
been showing much apparent interest in
her soul’s salvation. The Lord be praised
for these tokens of favor.

Plan of Labors. I am making arrange-
ments to send Charles and one of our Garo
young men, a Christian, to visit the Garos
between this place and Gowahati. My
late husband bad made all his arrange-
ments for this tour last cold season, but
was prevented from going by the earth-
quake. Besai and Habe and Mon will
spend this cold season among the Mikirs
of the hills, while the old colporteur Adi-
ram and I must look after the station and
the people of-the plains. O, there is so
much to be done! I am obliged to leave
two thirds of the most urgent and press-
ing of the work entirely untouched!

The weather is so delightful now that
one almost fancies that the dreadful heat
and distress of the hot season would never
be able to assert sway here again.

—————
SIAM.
€hinese PAlsslon of Wangkok.

LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Visit to Banplasoi. Bangkok, Nov.
18, 1869. — Last Thursday I went to
Banplasoi. By favoring tides and winds,
the passage was made across the gulf in
the unprecedented time of fifteen hours,
from Bangkok to Banplasoi. The Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs had invited me to
accompany him in his steamboat; but on
hearing that he was to be attended by his
family of women, and all the adjuncts of
an annual visitation to the idol temples,
I thought it wise to go in the mission-
boat ; and Gé6d sanctioned the decision by
thus bringing me to my destination with
more comfort and in less time.

Friday was spent in aiding the brethren
and calling on the Governor and Lieut.
Governor of the place, and assisting one of
the church members in a case before the
magistrate. On Saturday some of the
brethren and various parties called at
the chapel, and on the Sabbath I preached
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in the morning and administered the
Lord’s Supper in the afternoon. At the
covenant meeting, during the time be-
tween the morning and afternoon service,
two Chinese offered themselves for bap-
tism. While they seemed to be hopeful
candidates, they were recommended to
defer their baptism for a time, that they
might become better acquainted with some
of the primitive doctrines and duties of
Christianity.

Converts from among the Heathen.
This policy has surprised some of our
friends at home, whose experience has not
qualified them to measure the difference
between a convert from a well-educated
Christian family, where the Christian con-
duct and creed are taught him from
childhood by the usages of home, the
lessons of the Sabbath-school, and the
temple worship, and by the whole struc-
ture of social intercourse and civil institu-
tions of a Christian land, and a convert
from a pagan household, shrouded in ig-
norance and schooled in vice, and whose
whole being is shaped by the gross
mouldings of idolatry. A convert of the
latter class, however genuine the new birth,
needs much longer to lie in its swaddling-
clothes, and much greater care in early
nursing, and a much more protracted diet
of milk, than the child of God, born of
Christian parents, and under the light of
the gospel, and into a healthful Christian
atmosphere. Then, these feeble children
of grace, born of heathen parentage, as
they grow up need to wear splinters on
their legs to help them walk, and stays on
their body to keep them erect, and staves
in their hands, though young in years,and
glasses for the eye, through defective
vision ; and after all they need some one

“to lead them by the hand, through the
whole line of their pilgrimage, lest they
turn out of the way or stumble and fall.
Though they live to be a hundred years
old, they are still but babes, and cry for
their toys and are pleased with a rattle,
and will contend for a marble as in the
days of infancy. To look for full grown
men from such a generation is a vain ex-
pectation. While their descendants may

inherit many of their infirmities, we may
hope in future generations a better stock
of Christians may be produced, not by
natural generation, but by the Spirit of
God, in the use of Christian culture and
increasing light.

A Converts Trouble. Wa found one
of the members at Banplasoi, who had
gratuitously enjoyed for ten years a royal
grant of his house lot and duck pen. In
the one he has a wife and seven children ;
in the other, three hundred ducks, which
daily furnish him two hundred eggs or
more for the support of his family. Re-
cently the governor had ordered a strip
two feet wide to be taken from the side of
his duck enclosure, and given to his neigh-
bor, leaving him still the occupancy of
ground sufficient for three or five hundred
ducks, for which he never paid a farthing,
nor is asked for rent. Still this poor man
mourns over this as an unrighteous inter-
ference of government, and persecutes me
with long hours of lamentations, insisting
upon my influence with the King to restore
to him the use of the lost scrap of land.
He was deaf to the statement that the
King had remanded but a pittance of what
he had the entire right to claim, that he
had already all the ground he could reason-
ably desire, and that I was not the owner
of the land, or the lord of the King.
‘Still this man has cast away his idols,
keeps the Sabbath day, brjngs his children
to the chapel, and prays to the living
God.

Fearful Members. One of the mem-
bers who had.been entangled by the “ Two
Sword Society ” came back with peni-
tence, and joined the church at the
Lord’s table. Others are still halting,
filled with fear lest the powerful hand
of men may plunder their boats, burn
down their houses, or attack their per-
sons. They were slow to admit that
their strong foes had not power to pre-
serve their lives and their possessions
nor, without God’s consent, to destroy
them; but that God could destroy them,
without the permission of their friends or
their foes.
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LETTER FROM Miss FIELDE.

Statistics of Missions in Bangkok. Bang-
kok, Oct. 20, 1869. In considering what
has been done for the Chinese here, I
find that fourteen Protestant missionaries,
under various Societies, have labored
among the Chinese in Bangkok. Of this
number, three have died, and three have
returned to the United States, in less
than two years from their arrival here.
Of the remainder, six have removed from
here to China. Omitting all who have
lived in the country less than two years,
there have been seven male missionaries,
averaging eight years each, who have
worked here among the Chinese, between
the years 1834 and 1869. The present
number of nominal Chinese Christians is
eighty.

Of these, I fear some would not bear any
true test of their Christianity. To the
eyes of those who look at missions from the
other side of the world, increase of mem-
bers means progress; but sometimes per-
sons are added to the church, when there
is little in their habits of thought and
course of action, to distinguish them from
the heathen. Others may work with less
evident results, but with truer success
and give instruction to many, while their
church numbers few.
built * of hay, wood and stubble,” it may
extend rapidly; but if of polished stonesy
the work will be slow. But the first has
the contempt of all observers, and decays
speedily ; the latter rises firmly and for-
ever toward heaven.

———n

ission to Stweven.
LETTER FROM MR. EDGREN.

Revival Influences. Gottenburg, Swe-
den, Jan. 8, 1870. — At present I am as-
sisting br. I'ruvé in his missionary work
here. We have very good attendance.
Now during the week of prayer strong re-
viving influences are felt. Sinners are
broken down powerfully, we trust by the
power of God. Last night a young man
stood up and said he would be ashamed
of Christ no longer; his friends and rela-
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tives might now say what they pleased;
he was determined by the grace of God to
become a Christian. He then prayed very
earnestly that God would open his eyes
and give him grace to believe in Christ.
Many were moved to tears and the general
question was, “ What shall we do_to be
saved ?” .

Among others, young men from the
schools in the city frequently come to the
meetings. If we had a larger and better
place, we should have many more people.
A Baptist chapel in this city, and steady,
persevering missionary labor, year after
year, would, we think, make a breach in the
strong fortifications which the state church
here, true to her nature, presents against
our cause and against a living Christianity.
May God speed the day when every plant
which our “heavenly Father has not
planted shall be rooted up.”

—_—————

isslon to SGexmany.
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN.

Results of the Tour to Russia. Ham-
burg, Jan. 22, 1870. — The effects of my
protracted tour, embracing the south of
Russia, Turkey, Romania, Transylvania,
Hungary and Austria, demanded on my
return home the middle of December,
that I should suspend all exertion for
some time. My mission to Russia has
been attended with happy results. Three
churches have been formed in the south of
Russia, numbering 800 immersed believ-
ers, and one in Turkey with 111 members.
At Odessa, Bucharest, Vienna, and other
places, valuable connections have been
formed.

All these lands, with their more than
two hundred million souls perishing in
their ignorance and sins, now lie open be-
fore us, and our outposts extend already
to the Caucasus. But alas | alas ! we can-
not respond to the cry of these millions
for want of a few thousand dollars. What
we have toiled and suffered and prayed
for, nearly balf a century, the Lord has
given us, — a rich harvest of souls, and lib-
erty to preach the gospel throughout Eu-
rope. But the two nations, rolling in gold,
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ble for one or two to live in the midst
thereof, and not at times go beyond their
physical strength ?

However, we are laboring hard to sat-
isfy the convictions of our own consciences,
and to follow the sound advice of our many
dear friends at home, and * not to over-
work.” But this is the hardest division of
our labor.

We are rejoicing in the news of a new
family for Nowgong; but what for Gowal-
para and Garowana ?

The Lord send help ; for truly the fields
are already white to harvest, but the reap-
ers are few.

P. S. Dec. 80, Damra. — Soon after
writing the above, we parted with the Ra-
jasimola Christians, amidst sobs and tears,
while singing the hymn in the Garo,
% There’ll be no more sorrow,” meantime
shaking hands with the entire church, as-
sembled in and about their chapel. These
are new and rare scenes for Assam. May
they be multiplied, and our God magni-
fied ! .

—————

SIAM. .
@Thinese PAlssion of Wangkok.

LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Candidales for Baptism. Bangkok,
Nov. 28, 1869. — For three Sabbaths in
succession I have met the churches at the
Lord’s table ; first at Banplasoi, second
at Lengkiachu, and last at Bangkok.
Yesterday morning at nine o’clock, Is
preached to the Chinese at Wat Ko. At
eleven o’clock we met at the mission house
to examine candidates for baptism.
Three men offered themselves for church
membership, one Chinese and two Euro-
peans. The former was accepted by a
majority of the church; but as two or
three of the brethren were not satisfied
with some of his answers to questions pro-
posed, and his general knowledge of the
gospel, he was recommended to defer his
baptism for a future hearing. The two
Europeans were unanimously accepted
by the church as candidates for her or-
dinances. One of the men is a Dane,
and commands the brig “Kim Soon

Wat,” the other is a Swede, and chief
officer of the bark « St. George.”

Baptism — An Open Field. The ex-
amination was conducted in English,
which they both understand, though the
latter preferred to relate his experience
in his native language, which was inter-
preted to us by a friend present. All was
then explained to the Chinese. Some
persons present, well acquainted with the
candidates, gave honorable testimony to
their conversion and exemplary Chris-
tian character. They were baptized and
received the right hand of fellowship, and
joined with us at the Union chapel in
celebrating the Lord’s death. Mr. Par-
tridge presided at the Lord’s table, and
aleo preached at the English chapel at
four p.M. The day was interesting to us
all, and of hopeful promise to the church.

We are happy thus to give a helping
hand to our European friends, without
diverting our labors from the Chinese,
who are in need of all the forces we can
command, and more than all the power
we can wield to turn them from idolatry.
All classes, including men, women, and
children, are accessible and ready to con-
verse on religious matters ; but their
hearts seem to grow harder and harder,
and the truth can break the shell by which
they are incrusted, only when it is
wielded by a Divine hand. We are help-
less as a ship in a calm, and both alike
are dependent on the breath of Heaven.
Still, as commanded, we continue to’
preach and are encouraged to pray.

A Stone in the Heart. Dec. 6.— Last
evening several ship captains and officers
called at the mission house, self-prompted,
and the proposed visit was turned into
a prayer-meeting. Capt. Peterson took
the lead, singing a hymn and praying,
then reading the 15th chapter of John,
and making remarks on the subject of

" abiding in Christ and bearing fruit, perti-

nent to the occasion and profitable to all
present. Capt. Olsen prayed in Eng-
lish, and after further remarks, Mr.
Pavitssen prayed in Swedish. Though I
understood not a word of the prayer, it
reminded me of a remark of Ko A Bak,
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who attended a Sabbath-school celebra-
tion in Norwich, Ct. and heard Rev. Jabez
S. Swan pray. Passing on from Con-
necticut through New York, Michigan,
and Illinois, to St. Louis, in answer to
a question, he said he ‘ thought the most
pious man he had met in America, was
the teacher who prayed at the Sab-
bath-school celebration, though he un-
derstood not the language of the prayer.
The other captain present, who was bap-
tized last Sabbath, said he had ¢ lost the
stone out of his heart.” For a long time
he had felt that he had not obeyed the
command of Christ; but since he was bap-
tized, his heart was light and happy.
Perhaps some others in the world are
carrying about a stone in their hearts.

Yesterday the assistant who has been
supplying the Banplasoi church for two
months during the absence of their pastor,
returned bringing with him a young man
who desires to study the doctrine, and the
assistant remarked that he wished to
learn more of the gospel before he went
to the out-stations where there was no one
to help him out of difficult places, and ex-
plain to him difficult passages of Scripture.
The pastor has this week gone back to h{'s
people at Banplasoi.

Bible Class for Chinese. Dec. 20. —
Yesterday two more Chinese offered them-
selves for membership, making four now
as candidates for baptism, who appear to
be hopeful converts to Christianity. -

We have a class of four young Chinese,
who meet five days in a week to receive
instruction, in the Scriptures. We pro-
ceed on the plan of selecting a passage of
the Bible which contains some prominent
doctrine of Christianity, and leave mem-
. bers of the class to select corresponding
passages in support of the same doctrine.
As for example we selected. on the

1st day, Deut. 88: 27. ¢ The Eternal

God is thy refuge.” Subject, the Chris-

tian’s God.

2d day, John. 1: 1. % The Word was
God.” Subject, the Divinity of Christ.

3d day, Acts 5: 4. “ Thou hast not
lied to men, but to God.” Subject, the
Divinity of the Holy Spirit.

This plan stimulates the class to search

Southern China Mission : — Letter frork ‘Mr. Ashmore.  [May,

the Scriptures, and brings up a variety of
pagsages more or less connected with the
subject for discussion. Two of the class
have been employed as preachers of the
gospel, and we hope the others may be.
They go out daily among the people, and
hold an evening service with the domestics
and the people about us, and all meet for
morning worship with us, when most of
the nalives, together with Mr. and Mrs.
Partridge, join in repeating a verse of
Scripture, and then read and explain each
a verse of the Bible and join in singing
and prayer.

In our Bible class, when it was sug-
gested that the devil might be passed over
in our list of subjects, one of the class
responded that it was the most practical
subject of all the list, and we should-by all
means take it up. ’

Claims of the Heathen in Asia. Dec.
22. — We need all the available human
agency, and above all, the working of
Divine power to bring our churches up to
the measure of interest and action corre-
sponding with the magnitude of the work,
and the urgency of the wants of the per-
ishing heathen. I rejoice to see the
claims of our native country so largely
enlisting the sympathies and efforts of the
people of God. But from our stand-
point, the heathen world is not receiving
from American churches an interest
corresponding with its comparative claims.
Surely the lovers of Christ and the friends
of our race will not allow the new chan-
nels of usefulness among a few millions of
Africans to engross their energies, to the
neglect of the countless millions of China,
Burmah, and India. America is largely
responsible for the evangelization of
Burmah, Siam, and China. Christ died for
the world, and we are commanded to give
the gospel to every creature.

———
CHINA.

Soutbern Ehina Plssion.

LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE.

Theological Class. Jan. 3, 1870. —
Our work of study and our communion
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ings, except that it is more speedy in its
action. I do not wonder that the igno-
rant natives are so afraid of this disease.
It grows more mysterious each year,and I
may say, not less fatal.

How the Natives regard it. The na-
tives (Hindus) will not speak the name of
this disease aloud while it is prevailing
around them, but if a friend dies with
it, they whisper to us, “The great one
among diseases has seized and carried off
such and such a one. 'Several intelligent
Hindu baboos have asked me, “Is chol-
era a curse of idolatrous countries?”
« Why is not the disease as fatal in Eng-
land and America?” When I have tried
to explaih to them the difference in the
physical features of those countries, and
the difference between a civilized, Chris-
"tianized country and an uncivilized, idola-
trous one, and how God favors those who
seek first His kingdom and righteousness,
they have quickly replied, “Then why
did God take away by this very disease
some of the most useful and beloved of
your missionary circle, who came to us
that they might teach us of this higher
and better life ?”

To these questions, trying often to my
own weak faith, I ean only reply, “ God
works not as man works. These sore af-
flictions to our little circle of laborers, have
brought great good to the missionary cause
in general, and God will yet show forth
still greater good as the result of these af-
flictive dispensations.”

e —
SIAM.
Chinese Pisslon of Wangkok,

LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Tyribute to the Departed. Bangkok,
" Jan. 15, 1870. — I have heard with much
sorrow of the death of Mr. Scott, and Mr.
Douglass and Mrs. Bronson. The latter
was a kindred aud early companion of
my first wife, and an old personal friend,
and ranks with Mrs. Judson, Mrs. Wade,
Mrs. Comstock, and other Christian
worthies, who have died in the service of
Christ and the heathen. Others are

waiting to finish their course and leave
their work for a new band of laborers to
carry it forward.

It remains to be seen if the piety and
power of the present generation of Chris-
tians are equal to the demand of the
times. There seems a falling off of inter-
est for the conversion of the world on the
part of our charches at home. We cer-
tainly are not wanting confidence in our
creed, nor wanting extent and promise in
our fields of labor, compared with other
denominations.

———

LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.

A Sabbath at Bangkok. Bangkok, Siam,
Jan.” 23, 1870, — 1 wish to record this
evening the events of to-day, lest. by de®
lay their freshness should be lost. We
observe the Lord’s Supper once in two
months; and this being the first occasion
in the new year, we made it a special day.
Five krethren came over from Lengkia-
chu, and the native pastor from Ban-
plasoi. We expected several brethren
from the latter place ; but just at this sea-
son they reap one of their harvests from the
sea, and they could not leave their homes
80 long as would be necessary.

At nine o'clock, A. M., we went to
Watkoh chapel as usual, where the. pastor
from Banplasoi preached from Col. 3,
dwelling upon verse 83 — “ For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.” Dr. Dean pronounced the sermon
one of unusual heart-searching and spir-
itual excellence. There was a good at-
tendance of the members, and a large
pumber of strangers such as assemble
near the doors every Sabbath.

‘At eleven o’clock the church members
came together for covenant meeting, and
for the examination of candidates. First,
there was a recital of Christian experi-
ence by the members, and then three
candidates were questioned. Two were
advised to wait till they could give more
satisfactory evidence of sconversion ; but
the third, whose case has been under con-
sideration many months was unanimously
accepted. We improved the occasion to
ask for the regular annual subscription, for

A
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expenses of the chapels and for the sup-
portiof two or three aged members. We
had present the members of the mission
and three of our European members,
The subscription amounted to 137 ticals,
8 salungs — $82.65. )

Baptism in Chinese. We have a bap-
tistery by the side of the canal in our com-
pound, to which we repaired after these
services, and I was permitted the privilege
of burying in baptism the candidate whom
we had accepted. One year ago to-day
my wife and I spent our first Sabbath in
Siam, and on that day I had the pleasure,
for the first time in my life, of adminis-
tering the ordinance of baptism. Twice
afierwards, during the year, I had the
same privilege; but to-day for the first
time was I able to use the baptismal for-
mula in Chinese.

At one o’clock, P. M., we met at the ta-

_ ble of the Lord, in the chapel near our
compound. A hymn was sung in Eng-
lish, after which Dr. D. gave the hand of
fellowship to our new brother. I then
broke the bread and gave thanks, and Dr.
D. followed, pouring out the wine. After

“the usual contribution, a hymn was sung
in Chinese. Of course I used the Eng-
lish language, and Dr. D. the Chinese.

The day has been a good one, and the
Chinese members seemed especially to en-
joy it. It is a great drawback to my hap-
piness, that I cannot yet preach in the
language of the people; but it is not yet
time to be discouraged. I can see some
sprogress in the language, but I hope it
will be more than doubled at the begin-
ning of another year. )

Visit to Petchaburi. We went last
month over to Petchaburi. We had four
boatmen and a cook, and had to depend
entirely upon our knowledge of Chinese
in our conversation with them.

The journey and the visit proved very
pleasant, and we returned to enter on our
studies with new courage. We hope the
visit was not without profit in other di-
rections, — for we had a good oppor-
tunity to practise what we had learned
of Chinese, and I distributed several Chi-
nese books.

181

Need of another Laborer. We meet
the Chinese everywhere, and they form
the greater part’of the workers and think-
ers, at least¥in southern Siam. Mr. Mc-
Farland, of the Presbyterian Board at
Petchaburi, expressed very emphatically
the need of a missionary to the Chinese '
at P. They frequently come to him; but
they have to go away disappointed, as he
speaks only the Siamese.

—————

Hastern China Flssion.
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON.

Parting from the Disciples. Ningpo,
Jan. 10,1870. — Br. Goddard and I have
just returned from a three days’ tour to
Jih-z-kong and Wau-ka-den. I went more

" especially for the purpose of bidding the

brethren there good-by, and to install br.
G. as pastor of the Jih-z-kong church, and
superintendent of these out-stations. The
tears and entreaties of the members, both
there and at Ningpo and Chusan, that I
should return from my visit home as soon
as I can to the mission work among them,
have encouraged me to hope that they
have more love to Jgsus and His cause
than I had dared to give them credit for.
They manifest more gratitude for the gos-
‘pel than I previously had reason to sus-
pect they possessed. Br. G. baptized one
man from Wau-ka-den. Several others
there and at Jih-z-kong are inquiring.
The three churches have each elected
br. G. to be their pastor. I had hoped to
ordain at least one native pastor; but the
native brethren objected to the man I pro-
posed, and the other two who appear at
all eligible to the office, are not, I think,
prepared at present to assume the duties
of the office; so this desirable step in ad-
vance in this mission must be delayed a
little.

Need of the Holy Spirit. May God |
soon send His Spirit in power upon these
churches and preachers in China. It is
their only hope. If the Protestant
churches in China do not have a baptism
of the Holy Spirit, they will eventually
go the way of the Nestorian and Romish
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faithfal helper, was put on the field, to travel from place to place, preach-
ing the gospel, and selling tracts and Scripture portions. He visited
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred villages, being well received
and having in some instances audiences of two hundred people. He ex-
pects to continue in this delightful employment the year to come.

Besides Ezra, br. Timpany has had around him six or seven other
persons, some advanced in life and others quite young, in process of train-
ing for assistants. A part of them have spent most of the time in study,
while another part have alternated between study and jungle labor, hav-
ing visited a hundred or more different villages. From these he expects
much assistance in carrying out future plans.

Mr. Timpany has also made several tours for mission work to On-
gole, to Ramapatam, to Alloor, and to the region west of Nellore, keep-
ing in mind all the while the importance of acquiring facility in the use
of the language, combining the study of books and the study of the peo-
ple, and seeking by both studies and by constant practice to make him-
self at home in the Teloogoo tongue. In all these labors his wife has
been ¢ a help-meet.” .

Summary of the Mission. — Churches, 2 ; baptized, 628; died, 5; ex-
cluded, 17 ; whole number, 835. Native assistants, 34 ; contributions,

Rs. 1535-56-11.

CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK.

BANGKOK. —Rev. WiLLIAM DEAN, D. D., Rev. S. B. PARTRIDGE and wife, Miss A. M.
FieLDE and Miss F. A. DEax.

In this country, Rev. W. M. Li1sLE and wife and Mrs. DEAN.

By the blessing of God the operations of this mission have gone steadily
on through the year, and not without encouraging results.

During the entire year preaching in Chinese has been continued at
the chapels in Banplasoi, Lengkiachu and Watko (Bangkok), and
during the last half of the year at the Union chapel, Bangkok.

In addition to a general oversight of the work, Dr. Dean has con-
tinued his endeavors to prepare an improved version of the Scriptures in
Chinese, shared with the native assistants the service of the chapel on
the Sabbath, and conducted daily religious services with the domestics and
teachers. He has also visited the out-stations several times, laboring to-
guide, establish, and strengthen the infant churches.

Before leaving Bangkok, Mrs. Dean kept up, as in previous years, a
class of Siamese women and children for religious instruction. She also
went from house to house for tract distribution and Bible-reading.

Miss Fielde spent parts of the year in a daily visitation in the chapels,
to give religious instruction, and more recently has sought the Chinese
wherever she could gain a hearing for the messages of the gospel, while
she read and explained the Scriptures.

During the first part of the year, Miss Dean spent much time in tract
distribution at the floating houses, and afterwards commenced a small
school in Chinese for the instruction of the children of church members in
reading and Christian learning. _ :

Mr. and Mrs. Partridge have, since January, 1869, given daily attention
to the study of the Chinese language, and with very encouraging results.
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In a variety of ways they have afforded important aid in the general
work of the mission. They have good health, and are encouraged in
their work.

The strength of Mrs. Dean became so much reduced that her physi-
cian deemed a change indispensable, and accordingly she left for a visit to
her children in this country. _

Statistics. — Churches, 3 ; baptized, 12; excluded, 4; died, 2;
whole number, 77. Contributions by the churches and members of the
mission, $274. Two of the persons baptized are Danish ship-captains.
The churches at Banplasoi and Lengkiachu have been much disturbed by
- the “ Two Sword Society,” a kind of Odd Fellowship.

SOUTHERN CHINA MISélON.

Swatow (Kakchie). — Rev. WiLLiAM AsHMORE and wife. Rev. J. W. Jonnson and wife,
absent on account of health. :

Out-sTATIONS — Under Mr. JoHNSON’s supervision, Tang Leng, Tat Hau-Po, the Hu City, and
Hong Kong. Under Mr. ASHMORE'S supervision, Te Ine, Kiet Ine, and Ampo.

AssiSTANTS — Connected with Mr. JOHNSON, A Sun, pastor of the church at Tang Leng, Tie
Pe, Chang-Chi-Hnia, Po San Hnia, A Chuan Sinsey, So Che, and A Tui Pe. Connected with Mr.
AsHMORE, Hu Sinsey, Chang Lim Hnia, Kai Bun Hnia, Chiang Wgwan la, ong Kiam la, Heng
Peld

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, whose health had for some time been giving
way, at length found it imperative to make a change, and accordingly
left Swatow in midsummer for California, where they have passed the
winter. He soon found himself so much improved that he engaged in
pastoral work with the Baptist church at Petaluma, enjoying in this
new sphere of Christian labor signal tokens of Divine approval.

The withdrawal of Mr. Johnson left the mission in the care of Mr.
Ashmore, from whom we have derived materials for the following
statement.

The year past has been characterized by a quiet but steady progress.
The whole number baptized is 35, which is an increase of 5 over the

. previous year.

The internal condition of the churches is gratifying, and furnishes
occasion for continued thanksgiving. Not that all the members are
walking as they should, or that any present extraordinary cases of ad-
vancement, above converts from heathenism in other places. Several
show a lack of zeal and faithfulness, but no instance of apostasy has oc-
curred. As a body, the members evince an increasing love for the
gospel and for one another, two prime tests of piety. Their experience
lacks depth and breadth concerning the sinfulness of sin and the excel-
lence of holiness. Also in learning to feel the burden of responsibility
in making known the truth to others and in supporting pastors, they
are yet in the primary stages of consecration. In both these respects
an encouraging advance is visible.

At Tang Leng there is a church with a settled pastor, A Sun, who,
though feeble in body, is strong in faith. He continues to be supported
by funds contributed by the Bristo Street Baptist Church, Edinburgh,
Scotland. At this station eleven have been baptized during the year,

1In the above names, Pe means Senior, and is applied to persons well advanced in years:

Hnia means elder brother: Che (So Che) means elder sister: Ja means something equivalent to
Esquire. These are the common designations which the Chinese use to each other.
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Promising Cases. We found one old
man at a little place far from any Bur-
man church. He attends a Karen church
about two miles distant, and has the
sermon explained to him after it has been
preached in Karen. A copy of the Acts
of the Apostles was near him as he sat in
his house, and we were told he reads it
every day. There was good evidence of
his conversion, and he wanted to be
baptized ; but he thought he would wait
for some of his family to go with him.
Finally he expressed a desire to be bap-
tized at once.

I hear that at another village, not far
from Bassein, there are some who desire
to be baptized. The place ought to be
visited. If I could but speak the language,
I am sure I would not need to look else-
where than to the Burman work of this
district for enough to do, and my present
conviction is that the labor would not be
in vain. At any rate, I believe it to be
my duty to preach the gospel as far as I
am able to these two hundred thousand
souls.

————

SIAM.

Chinese Misslon of Wanghok.

LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

The Church at Lengkiachu. Bangkok,
March 24, 1870. — Last Sabbath I spent
at Lengkiachu, preached Sabbath morn-
ing, attended the covenant meeting and
the Lord’s Supper in the afternoon. The
members appeared pretty well. One had
been involved in a lawsuit, and somewhat
compromised his Christian character ; one
was absent at a distant town ; two were
still entangled by the Secret Society ; one
returned to his opium-eating. The rest
expressed their unshaken devotion to
Christ; some appeared unusually joyful
in God, and one man offered himself for
baptism.

The members of the church are few
and feeble ; but the faith and prayerful-
ness of some of the number afford hope
of progress and permanency in the ser-
vice of the Lord. They keep the sexton
paid, and the mission has a new man there

Southern China Mission : — Letter from Mr. Ashmore.
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as an assistant, since the first of this year,
in the place of the old one who is now
with the pastor at Banplasoi, partly as a
learner and partly as a helper at that sta-
tion.

————

Southbern @hina Misslon.

LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE.

A Loving and Orderly Church. Swa-
tow, March 14, 1870. — Our last com-
munion season has not been inferior to
any of its predecessors in matters of
general interest.

The meeting of the brethren has been
very harmonious, and a good degree of
warm Christian affection has been mani-
fested. The Chinese as a people are
prone to petty resentments, and we too
often have some trouble from those whose
pride bas been touched by something
others have said or done. Considering
how very recently they were wallowing
in the slough of beathenism and how
slowly they recover themselves, we some-
times wonder they exhibit so good a
spirit as they do.

The Native Students. The week of study
has been very satisfactory. I had to
chide them sharply for having not more
thoroughly mastered the previous lesson.
Notwithstanding they did well, I knew
they could do better, and they have done
very much better. We had ten of the
class present the entire week, beginning
with Tugyday. The book of Exodus had
been assigned them, to be studied during
the two months they were at the out-sta-
tions. They had been over the ground
once before, so that it was chiefly a re-
view. But they were told they must
come prepared to give an account of the
contents of the forty chapters continu-
ously. Half of them did it, straight along,
naming the chapter, and then telling what
was in it, in a general way. We were
two whole forenoons hearing them, as each
was required to go over the whole ground.
The others got through tolerably well.

Then followed an examination of ques-
tions, a series of which I had drawn up ;
such as, “ Where shall I find the incident
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What Love to Christ Demands, As I
thought of the teachers and the mamas
gone, and of the most consecrated among
our people, those departed, and those
around me, my heart melted. I said to
myself, or some influence said to me, ¢ If
tender love to the Saviour which leads to
employ and to suffer all fur Him, and
which through extreme poverty makes
Him the all and in all, draws to His feet,
near to Him, on earth or in heaven, shall
I be near enough to see them ? The wo-
man who washed the Saviour’s feet was
nearer and loved more than the proud
Pharisee, even though a disciple, per-
haps nearer than the Apostles them-
selves. It was not knowledge that drew
the weeping Mary to Jesus’ feet, or the
sister of Lazarus closer than others to lis-
ten to every word that fell from His sa-
cred lips. And John leaned upon His
breast, because he was the beloved disci-
ple. This love is not of earth, either in
the hearts of the destitute Karens, or in
that of the highest saint on earth or in
heaven.’

During the meeting I sat almost con
stantly with pencil in hand, to ¢ gather
up the fragments,” and at every break to
suggest something to be done. And at
the close, I represented to them how al-
most entirely they had done all that was
required, and would do it again. The
principal service which 1 had been, was
to suggest things so as to expedite matters,
that the time should not belost. Another
pleasant feature of the meeting was that
the younger preachers and workers espe-
cially, were called upon to speak in confer-
ence.

Home Mission Work. Almost every
thing seems to indicate healthy progress
in the mission. The remaining duty of
the meeting was to disburse the too scanty
funds of the Home Mission Society. In
this the Committee wanted especial coun-
sel of the mama. The amount was a lit-
tle less than Rs. 200, and there were at
least five churches that needed help, and
more than would have been given had the
whole amount been divided among them;
and nine young men who bad labored as
missionaries, all to receive aid from this
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fand ; without any account being made of
our efficient working women. But these,
thanks be to some loving sisters and Sab-
bath-school bands, received aid from es-
pecial contributions sent us for that pur-
pose. I was also able to add vome towards
helping our missionaries and preachers.
I should like to have said more of the ser-
vices of our young women in the jungle
schools and other efforts.

Statistics. 1 have not been able to col-
lect ‘as carefully as Mr. Van Meter has
been in the habit of doing, the annual
statistics, but copy from the church letters.
Baptized, 61; new worshippers, 23;
whole numbers of church members, 768 ;
nominal Christians, 611 ; pupils in school,
800. Whole amount of money and paddy
given to pastors, Home Mission Society,
chapels, and poor church members, Rs.

1,790.
[

SIAM.
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LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Bringing forth Fruitin Old Age. Bang-
kok, April 6, 1870. — We had at our Chi-
nese worship this morning, an old Chi-
nese, who says he was baptized by Mr.
Johnson last year at Hongkong, as the
latter was on his way to California. He
comes here on some matters of personal
business. His hair is white, but his step
is firm, at the age of seventy years.

One of our old members was brought
in from Paknam yesterday, nearly help-
less from paralysis, but his heart rests on
Christ in happy hope. Two of the breth-
ren here volunteered to go down for him
two days ago, and his heart was gladdened
by their presence, as he was there sur-
rounded only by pagans.

New Inquirer — The End sure. Last
week one of our members having been at
his native home in Hainam for a year,
came back accompanied by a friend, a
scholar, who said that his heart was made
warm by the doctrine of ‘Jesus, which his
friend had taught him. He gratefully ac-
cepted a copy of the hymn book, New
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Testament and catechism, and went away
to study them. .

At the monthly concert at our place on
Monday, allusion was made to Madagas-
car, where a few years ago they burned
Christians ; now they have burned their
idol gods, and find that fire will burn
them as any other blocks of wood.

The progress of the gospel in Madagas-
car and other places gives us joy ; but our
hope of success rests alone on the Divine
promise. That makes the end sure;
these indicate that it is near. You and I
may not see it this side the valley, but
we shall behold it from the hills beyond.

Sabbath in Bangkok. April 10.—
Chek Chong preached this morning at
Watko, to a large assembly, some of whom
were newly from China. Several ships
from .China have recently landed here,
each from 200 to 600 Chinese passengers.
Among the number present this morning
were two scholars, who tarried to have
some conversation after service. In the
afternoon Chek Pua preached to the usual
congregation at the Union chapel. At
‘the close, a friend of one of the ministers,
who has just returned from Hainam, pre-
sented a written statement of his interest
in reading a New Testament, given him
the other day, and expressing his belief
in its teachings. He speaks a dialect we
do not understand, but writes the same
language and reads the same books with
other Chinese.

One of the members who had been ill
during a few weeks’ absence, expressed
great joy and gratitude to God that he
was able once more to visit the house of
worship.

New Inquirers. April 28. — Chek
Pua one of our native helpers, went a few
days ago to Leng-kia chu, to assist the
church there for a little while, to labor
with a young assistant who recently be-
gan to preach.

This week a Chinaman called and said
he wished to be a disciple of Jesus, and
to place his little boy in school. Two or
three others have offered themselves as
inquirers within a month. The work, and
the wisdom and the glory are the Lord’s.

The Gospel Bringing forth Fruit.
April 25.—Yesterday we met at the
chapel a Chinese from Tie chiu, who said
he was baptized about three years ago, at
Tang Leng by the native preacher, A
Sun, whom I baptized at Hongkong more
than a quarter of a century since. This
man’s religious pedigree made him seem
to me like a grandson in the faith. He
reports A Sun, his pastor, to have seventy
or eighty members in the church at Tang
Leng, some of whom reside in the neigh-
boring villages. He says he met there
one of the Bangkok members who re-
turned last year to his native place, three
or four Chinese miles from Tang Leng.
This brother has for many years been an
active and consistent member of the
Bangkok church, and is reported to be
practically interested in promoting Chris-
tianity in his native district. It is stated
that on an occasion when the church
members were  assembled from the sur-
rounding hamlets, for the Lord’s Supper,
he directed his son to carry a bucket of
rice and a basket of fruits, for the refresh-
ment of the members, who were too far
from home to procure for themselves vict-
uals. These two examples of piety, one
baptized at Hongkong and the other at
Bangkok, during the early history of our
mission to the Chinese, afford us hope
that God may in some way honor Himself
by our bumble endeavors, notwithstand-
ing the difficulties of the way and our very
imperfect service.

We had a sermon yesterday from the
text, ¢ For I am not ashamed of the Gos-
pel of Christ, for it is the power of God
unto salvation.” Not man’s power but
God’s power, so far as salvation is con-
cerned, is found alone in the Gospel of
Christ. Then we may well trust to it,
preach it, and it only, for salvation.
Though the heathen scorn it, deride it, its
Author, and those who believe and preach
it, I never more firmly believed it nor
more fully enjoyed standing as a witness
for it, before stupid idolaters or skeptical
Christians.

Tribute to Dr. Stow. May 28.—1I
have read what has been written of Dr.
Stow with mournful pleasure. We do
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not say that we feel his loss more than
you do, nor do wé suppose you need any
statement from us to aid you to euter into
our sorrows for his loss. There is mingled
in the cup we are called to drink a gen-
erous element of joy, for the universal
and well deserved commendations his fin-
ished course receives. We praise God for
such examples of fidelity to the Master,
found in our time and among our friends.

——

LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.

The Blind Seeking Light. Banplasoi,
April 10, 1870. — The brethren began to
come together as usual this morning, and
Chek Pua struzk the bell about ten o’clock.
The congregation was an improvement on
last Sunday’s, as there were seventeen
members present, including the pastor ;
and our entire congregation, including mis-
sionaries, numbered thirty-four. Chek
Ch’at, Chek Oi, and Sai Hong, were pres-
ent, although they live so far away. I was
especially interested to see the latter, who
brought a little grandchild as a guide ; for
he is so blind as to be unable to distin-
guish anything except mere light from
darkness. He seemed to listen with in-
terest, and was very thankful for a small
gift.

Applicant for Baptism. A small man
with but one eye, who has often been to
worship, desires to unite with the church,
and his case came up for consideration af-
ter the sermon this morning. Chek Pua
questioned him, and seemed to receive
satisfactory answers, but did not take a
vote of the church.

I do not feel quite capable of deciding
in such a case, so as to vote one way or
the other, and I preferred to wait till Dr.
Dean could hear the candidate. He was
quite satisfied to wait. His case, so far
as I can judge, seems a very hopeful one.

Chek Pua preached from 1st Peter ii.
11-17, his sermon occupying three quar-
ters of an hour. After the service the
members remained a while to chia te, and
then one by one said their /i ong an and
went home. I enjoy these services more
than last year, as I feel more confidence
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and can understand more, besides being
able to take part in them.

————

Hasteen China Pllsslon.
JOURNAL OF MR. JENKINS.

Notes of a Trip. Hangchow, March
4th, 1870. — The journey to this city was
made without any event of special note;
my boat, however, was miserably dirty,
and highly fumigated with tobacco smoke.
Arrived at Siao-saen, 90 li from Zao-hying,
in season this morning to breakfast with
the Nicols, of the Inland China Mission.
At Lihing, 10 li from Siao-saen, I took
a chair for Zong a bi-z (Hangchow), as
the roads were very nasty from recent
rains. It is no desirable job to cross the
Hangchow river in the best of weather; to
do so with wet roads and a cold, humid
atmosphere is disagreeable enough.

Hangchow River and Ferry. The
Hangchow (Dzin-dong-kong) river is a
wonderful stream. The chanuel is eon-

stantly changing from the left to the right

bank, leaving a broad barren mud flat on
the one hand, while the narrow plain out-
side the city walls is being rapidly washed
away by every return of the tidal wave.

The channel has changed greatly from
my last visit, scarcely two months since,
shortening the ferry route by at least a
quarter of a mile.

The ferry itself is worthy of mention.
Some twenty boats are employed in con-
veying travellers to and from the city.
Each boat usually takes about fifty persons
at a trip, aside from their baggage or loads
of merchandise, making five round trips
daily. Thus ten thousand persons are
daily conveyed acroes the river. This
statement was made by one of the head
boatmen.

The ferry is free; that is, the boats are.
It is necessary for the traveller, however,
to pay two cash (one fifth of a cent) for a
ride in an ox-cart to and from the boat on
the left bank, where the shallow and swift
waters will not permit of the construction
of a jetty. He can wade to the boat
« Scott free,” if he chooses.
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spared what he had so much dreaded,
being left to perform the last sad offices
alone. The Doctor who had but recently
been stationed at Tavoy, with his wife,
were very kind, and the Deputy Commis-
sioner and Commanding Officer of the
Station took the whole responsibility of
the funeral upon themselves, reading the
Church burial service, and in every way
possible showing kindness and respect.
All the native Christians, Catholics as well
as Protestants, and many heathen attended
her remains to their last resting place, and
much respect and sympathy were mani-
fested throughout the town.

——

CREMATION OF THE LATE KING
OF SIAM.

The king, Chau Fa Mongkut, died Oct.
1,1868, and while his body, embalmed and
placed in a crouching posture in a golden
urn in a hall of his palace, bas been sur-
rounded by yellow robed priests, chanting
day and night, thousands of workmen have
been constantly engaged in erecting the
funeral pile. The largest trees bave been
sought in the most remote forests, and
brought to make its pillars. Hundreds of
gold and silver smiths have been employed
on its decorations. Carpenters, painters,
and artists have expended their skill on it,
and acrobats, actors, gymnasts, and buf-
foons have been under special training for
the occasion. The astrologists having de-
cided that the 7th inst. would be a propi-
tious day, the body was carried from the
palace to the pyre in a great gilded car,
with a procession of soldiers, horsemen,
noblemen, and sedan-chairs with their reti-
nues; men called angels, in trumpet-
shaped white hats, and lotus flowersin their
bands; persons carrying trees bearing
huge flowers, made of cloth, to be pre-
sented to the priests ; monstrous fabulous
animals, made of paper and wicker work,
and drawn on wheels, and multitudes of
people in fantastic garments.

The central spire of the building erected
for the burning was two hundred and fifty
feet high ; the main roof, a hundred feet
bigh, with numerous gables and porches.
A high roofed wall, enclosing a square
acre of ground, surrounded it, and at each

t

of the late King of Siam. 361

corner and in the centre of each side of
the wall, was a temple, smaller than, but
similar to the central one. These again
were surrounded by lesser temples. The
walls, roofs and spires of all were gilded,
and reflected dazzlingly ‘the rays of the
burning sun. The enclosure was floored
with bamboo matting ; the entrances were
hung with scarlet cloth, embroidered with
gold, and the numerous pillars supporting
the roofs were covered with scarlet cloth,
decorated with gold. The whole, partic-
ularly by moonlight and lamplight, when
the shabbiness of the work was not ob-
servable, seemed the effect of enchant-
ment,

In the centre of all, under the loftiest
spire, rose the “ Golden Mountain,” a py-
ramidal structure, glittering gold and
(false) gems, on the top of which the urn,
containing the dead king, was .placed.
There it remained for ten days, while all
around outside the wall of the pra-mane,
there were theatrical and gymnastic per-
fomances, walking on tight-ropes, fire-
works, transparencies, sham fights, and
tournaments, lantern-dances and the
throwing of lines containing small coins
among the people, who came in crowds,
with heads closely shaven, and in white
mourning garments, to the festivities.

On the 18th inst. the golden urn was
covered by one of sandal wood. Scented
candles and fragrant woods were put un-
der it, and set on fire in the presence of
the king, nobles, priests, foreign counsuls
and residents, and multitudes of people.
The flames entered through the iron grat-
ing in the bottom of the urn, and burst
out at the top, red, green and yellow, with
volumes of smoke. The priests fed the
fire with flowers of sandal wood shavings,
while the women and musical instruments
wailed. In three hours nothing was left of
what had been the best king of Siam, but
a few black coals, which were put into a
small golden urn, to be preserved, with
the bones of his predecessors, and a few
ashes which were scattered next day in
the waters of the Meinam.

The festivities continued three days af-
ter the burning, and the temple built for
the occasion is now being taken down.

The son of Chau Fa Monghut, Maha
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Chulalongkorn, seventeen years old, now
reigns in his stead. A.M.F.
BANGKOK, 24th March, 1870.

———

MISSIONS PAST AND PRESENT.

The commission of our Lord, the most
remarkable commission ever given on
earth, was : ¢ Preach the Gospel to every
creature.”

L. We would consider it in its influence
in the first centuries. This commission
was given to a few, all Jews, who were
also of no rank or position in their own
nation. It was a commission — the most
large — given in outward circumstances
the most unfavorable. The Jews were
then generally despiced. They were not
looked upon as the Greeks and Romans,
as directors of thought or' masters of phi-
losophy ; and they were in the eyes of the
. wise about the most unlikely persons to
inaugurate a new religion which should
overspread the world. But, with the
.calmness of perfect knowledge and of
power, Christ gives such a command as
none else could have given. “ Go and
preach the gospel to every creature; and
lo, I am with you alway, even to the end
of the world.” This was the commission
of One who felt that in Him time could
make no change; that now and always
He would be with that church against
which the gates of hell should not prevail.

And so, inspired by such counsel, the
disciples of Christ had no sooner received
the gift of the Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost, than they began to preach unto all at
Jerusalem the glad tidings of salvation.
Tongnes were given to them as of fire.
Languages and dialects were freely
spoken. The unlearned Galileans ac-
quired in a moment such a power of
speech as no years of study would have
given them. They proclaimed unto all
in their own tongues the unsearchable
riches of Christ. The waters burst forth
from their channels for the healing of the
nations. Those who had listened even to

the words of Christ without fully under-
standing them saw plainly the intent of
those truths uttered, and accepted gladly
the proffered salvation. They were now
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able to understand those doctrines which
could not have been proclaimed before,
and which went home to the very heart of
multitudes who heard them — the sacri-
fice of the Cross as an expiation for sin,
and the power of a risen Saviour for the
imparting of grace and strength. And
soon after they were scattered abroad by
persecution, the Holy Spirit made use of
the case of Cornelius to remind them of
the words of their Master, that the wall
of partition was to be broken down, and
that the Gentiles also were to be made
participators in the Divine favor. Paul
was selected to be a chosen vessel to pro-
claim the name of his Lord “far hence
among the Gentiles.” In a period amaz-
ingly short for such a change, Christian-
ity spread its influence far and wide. All
through Asia Minor, churches were soon
planted by the zeal of the Apostle Paul.
He neither sought for nor avoided the
learned or noble, but adapted himself to
men of all classes, and ardently preached
the Gospel, whether to the barbarians
of Malta, the superstitious people of Derbe
and Lystra, the philosophers of Athens,
the governors of Roman provinces, the
soldiers and sailors, the senators or the
slaves. To him there was no difference,
whether of Greek or barbarian, bond or
free. And the other apostles did like-
wise, Some travelled eastward to the
provincesin the neighborhood of ancient
Babylon, and far beyond them to India ;
others travelled nortbwards to the barba-
rian tribes then threatening the empire;
others travelled southwards to Egypt and
other parts of Africa ; others moved west-
ward to Spain, Gaul, and even Britain.
The call was at once felt to be universal.
That it was a gospel to be preached to all
men is apparent in all the apostolic epis-
tles. In fact, never has this been im-~
pressed so intensely at any period of the
world, or by any section of Christians, as
it was at the first by those whe had re-
ceived the commission of Christ. So
strongly was it urged, that no question
ever arose for many centuries as to the
duty and necessity of preaching to all, ev-
erywhere, salvation through Christ. The
missionary spirit was not an accident of
the primitive church ; it was its lfe.
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LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

China Open. Bangkok, Juoe 8, 1870
— Three things fill my heart with ador-
ing wonder. Que is the opening of the
heathen world to Christian labor. For
instance, the interior of China, as just
explored by friend Knowlton, where an
ocean of humanity, whose deep waters
have rested for ages unrippled by the
breath of Heaven, is now open to Chris-
tian navigation. We have long been ac-
customed to look upon China with feelings
of wonder; but when we stand face to face
before the hundreds of millions of our fel-
low men, going to eternity without Christ,
we are awe-struck and stagger back from
the sight.

Success of the Work. Another thing
that fills me with pl-asing wonder is the
success which is attending missionary work.
Churches are established in various parts
of China. Many are coming from the
hills and valleys of Assam to learn of
Christ the Saviour. Men and women in
Burmah are still turning to the living God,
and multitudes in Madras are making a
pilgrimage to the man of God, for the or-
dinances of the gospel, and to learn the
landmarks of their way to heaven. One
of your missionaries baptized there 324 in
a month, and the cry is still heard for
more laborers to gather in the ripening
barvest among the Teloogoos, who a few
years ago were regarded as a doomed peo-
ple, and your Society gravely discussed
the question of abandoning them to the
heathen’s fate. Martyrs in Madagascar are
coming to life ; Spain is breaking the Ro-
man yoke; Northern Europe is embrac-
ing the truth asit isin Jesus; Africa is
stretching out her hands to God ; the isl-
ands of the sea are accepting the gospel.
Indeed. the whole world stands with out-
stretched arms for the bread of Life.

Christian Liberality. The other won-
derful thing is, that our own country, just
rising from her life-struggle, covered with
dust, bespattered with blood, and stagger-
ing under the load of such a national debt,

should so soon have regained more than
her wonted political power and commer-
cial prosperity, and have poured into the
treasury of our churches such supplies of
Christian men, and such stores of grain and
gold, for giving the gospel to the world.

A Wonder. I mightadd a fourth won-
der which is, in view of the opened fields,
the ripened harvests, and the wealth of the
churches, that in April, our Treasury in
Boston should still want one hundred
thousand dollars, to meet the appropria-
tions for the year.

—_—

LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.

Statistics of the Mission. Bangkok,
June 7, 1870. — S'nce reading the Sta-
tistics of the missions in Bangkok, as re-
corded in the Magazine for April, 1870,
I have been looking over, with Dr. Dean,
the church record for the Baptist mission
in Bangkok. I find there the names of
149 Chinese and five Europeans, who
have been baptized and received into the
fellowship of the churches of our mission.

Of the missionaries of our Society who
have labored lere for the Chinese, only
four have lived here more than two years.
Dr. Dean stands first in respect to time,
he having spent ten years here ; Mr. Tel-
ford, nine years; Mr. Goddard seven and
a half years, and Mr. Ashmore, seven
years. Here we have, in the aguregate,
less than forty-four years of labor.

Allow to each of these men four years
for preparation and we have less than
twenty-eight years of actual work among
the Chinese. And besides, something
more must be deducted, as it is impossible
for men to work here as they could in
their own language and in their own
country. Measure the results by the
amount of labor. Do they not compare
favorably with the work at home ?

But we ought also to take into account
the needful preparatory work for the
heathen as well as for the missionary, be-
fore the truth can be made intelligible
here. There is a great amount of igno-
rance and prejudice to be met and over-
come, before the Chinese can be compared
with impenitent men at home.
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Character of the Converts. As to the
eharacter of the converts here, I think it
will compare favorably with that of con-
verts in China, Burmah, and other heathen
countries, where the same amount of in-
struction has been enjoyed. The net
gathers both the good and the bad.

Philip baptized Simon. Missionaries
do not claim infallibility, nor do they pre-
tend to a clearer insight into the charac-
ter of men than do pastors in our home
churches. Some have been admitted who
have proved themselves unworthy, and to
have neither part nor lot in this matter.
But there are others, living epistles of
Christ, known and read of men. Some
have died in the faith, leaving pleasing
testimony that they have gone to the
heaven of the Christian.

PR N—
BURMAH.
Misslon to BWurmans,
LETTER FROM Mns. INGALLS.

Church Organized. Thongzai, May 29,
1870. — You will rejoice to hear that a
church was organized at Sannway on the
8th of this month. It was constituted
with thirty members. It was a very
stormy day outside, but we had peace
within our chapel. After the sermon and
charge by the Thongzai and Letpadan
pastors, we took up a collection, which
they at once voted should be used for a
church-book and chapel mats, and after
a short intermission, we celebrated the
Lord’s Supper.

Sheaf Gathered. The only cloud of
sorrow which came over us was the loss
of one who was the first baptized in that
town. Alone at first, he met with great
opposition, but soon the Lord watered the
good seed of his life and conversation,
and he had Christian brethren and sisters.
A chapel was built, two schools were es-
tablished, a pastor called, and preachers
located ; and now he looked forward to
the time when a church would be formed.
He was somewhat advanced in years, and
had a comfortable living; but he wished
that all his talents might be consecrated
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to the Lord and His cause, and he became
a timber merchant, hoping thereby to
make his offerings ; but he contracted a
fever while he was in the forest, and the
Master called him home to join the church
above.

Before he died, be left funds for the
making of a well in our mission compound ;
but he was earnest in making it under-
stood that his hope of heaven rested en-
tirely on the merits of Christ.

After our service we had two applicants
for baptism ; but the church wait to see
more of the daily life of the two men.

Letpadan Church. The Sonnway
church have called the Letpadan pastor,
who is the only suitable man for their large
town, and ere long we hope another man
will be ordained for the Letpadan church.
He is now the acting pastor, and is aided
by another preacher and a school-teacher,
with one lay preacher. Four have lately
been added to the Letpadan church by
baptism. Two have taken heathen wives
without the Christian ceremony ; so they
have a mingling of joy and sorrow.

Chapel built by one Christian. One of
the Christians there has completed a large *
wooden and brick chapel at his own ex-
pense, and for this we rejoice and take
courage. We have good tidings from the
mountain tops, where we have lately sent
a Burman and Karen preacher ; but O for
gsuch an outpouring as they bave among
the Teloogoos !

I reported this to the preachersand col-
porteurs yesterday, and last evening it was
the subject of great joy, and prayer was
offered for the Great Shepherd’s,care over
the lambs there.

What a joy this must be to brother and
sister Douglass, who used to ask that at
least prayer might be earnestly offered for
the Teloogoos.

Giving Everlasting Life. 'Webear that
the churches are withholding their contri-
butions for missions. Have you got a new
Bible, or, do they disbelieve the words of
Christ — ¢ He that believeth on me hath
everlasting: life 2””  Will not every man,
woman and cbhild do all they can to give
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bear, God will open a way of escape in
due time.

Sustaining Grace in View of Death.
We received a hasty summons from A
Sun, Chiang Lan, last month. It was
thought he was dying. We hurried over
_and found him again reviving. Since
then, he has been able to continue his
ministry. But he is weak and worn out,
and he will not tabernacle in this wilder-
ness much longer. It was gratifying in
the extreme to see the cheerfulness with
which he speaks of his coming departure.
“I am all ready,” he said, ¢ to go whenever
it shall please God to send for me. I
have two hearts, one wants to go, and the
other wants to stay. The one that wants
to go is getting stronger every day, and
the other is becoming weaker.” Nearly
all the members were gathered in around
his bedside, while he talked with me, and
it was to them specially profitable. The
Chinese can meet death with stoical in-
difference readily enough ; but it is well
understood to be merely sullen submission
to what cannot be avoided. They never
see among themselves cases of persons
anticipating death with joyous composure,
as the entrance upon a new and better
life.

The Week of Study with the Assistants.
We had ot so large an attendance at
communion as on two or three former oc-
casions. Nor had we so full an attend-
ance at the class exercises, only seven
being present at the latter. Two were
detained by justifiable causes and two
others by reasons not justifiable, — the
true one being, I suspect, the want of
study and preparation. However, I am
confident they will not repeat it. I told
them all, the time had come when a much
- higher standard of qualifications will be
expected of them. They themselves see
it, and the majority of them are making
a vigorous effort to attain it. This week
of preparation is to be as much a week
of prayer as of study.

Daily, hourly, constantly, do we need
the Holy Spirit.
ress save when His gracious influence
is felt.

We make no prog-

Hastern China Misslon.

LETTER FROM MR. JENKINS.

Baptisms — A Widening Field. Ning-
po, June 28, 1870. — Two more were
baptized at our last communion at Zao-hy-
ing. One of these is from a city nearly a
day’s journey distant. He came over -
from heathenism gradually, and more is
the hope of the genuineness of his con-
version. He first cast away his idols, then
ancestral worship, and then his trade as
manufacturer of offerings to idols.

He is asking for an assistant to visit his
native place. Will you give me the funds
to work out from Zao-hying, even unto
the hills which skirt this populous plain,
where hamlets and villages and walled
cities await the Gospel ?

———

SIAM.
@Chinese Pigslon of Wanghok,
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

Gradual Progress. Bangkok, May 20,
1870.— The work among the Chinese
here is gradually progressing. There are
now one or two Chinese waiting for bap-
tism at each of the three churches here.
Mr. and Mrs. Partridge returned a few
days since from a stay of a month at Ban-
plasoi, much to the edification of the
church there, and last Sahbath they spent
with the Lengkiachu church for the Lord’s
Supper.

Looking Abroad. We think of you
now as being in the anniversary meetings
of the Union, and rejoice with you and
the friends of the cause in view of the
general prosperity of the missions of the
Union. What glorious tidings from the
Teloogoos. ¢ The lone star,” that was
threatened, by an annual consultation for
years, with being obscured by the dark
cloud of abandonment, has become the
brightest of the constellation. What a
chiding to our faith, and what a cheering
to our work | And still, were the whole
constellation of glittering mission stations
blotted out, our chief inspiration and the
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main encouragement of our work still re-
main, in the power of the gospel, and the
promises of the Bible.

———
BURMAH.

Rlyslon to Warens.

LETTER FROM MR. CROSS.

School in Toungoo. Toungoo, June 11,
1870. — Our school is now in, — seventy-
five or seventy-six males and twenty-seven
femaled. Mrs. Cross has been able to take
hold of the female department, so far as
their lessons are concerned, and to devote
much more time than I had even hoped
she would be able to do. If she can hold
out as she has begun, the women will have
something like an equal chance with the
men, for the instruction which they need.

I have myself taken more time on the
New Testament. I have now completed
the Epistle to the;Romans in the revision,
and have only two recitations a day, be-
sides spending considerable time with one
Karen. .

Reports from the Churches. We have
constant visits from the preachers and pas-
tors among the churches, and we have
good reason to believe that all is going
well. We are not, however, making the
progress among the heathen which we de-
sire.

It seems to me that if the people have
even a glimpse of what they are doing, it
must fill them with confidence and grati-
~ tude to God.

—_——

LETTER FROM MR. CARPENTER.

Progress in Self-support. Bassein, May
14, 1870. — Since the Missionary Union
purchased the Karen compound and
buildings owned by the Free Mission
Society, and thus fully redccupied  the
Bassein Sgau Karen field in 1868, very
little has been written, and still less has
been printed, with regard to our work
and the state of these churches. Probably
very few Baptists in America have any
idea of the extent of the work here, or of
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the remarkable progress made towards
self support and true independence. You
may have read Mr. Wheeler’s ¢« Two
Years on the Euphrates,” a sketch of the
recent history of the Eastern Turkey
Mission. The views there advanced are
such as must commend themselves to
every thoughtful friend of missions. Yet,
let it be known by every Baptist in
America, that the work commenced and
carried on by our denomination in Bas-
sein, is in many respects a more striking
demonstration of the principles upheld
by Mr. Wheeler than his own noble work
in Eastern Turkey. The experiment
here has been tried on real heathen
grounds, and the degree of success at-
tained is at least equal. This success is
the more remarkable, from the fact that
this great field has never had more than
one effective foreign laborer for any
length of time. More than once it has
been left with none for yecars together.
Until 1852, Bassein was Burman territory,
and inaccessible to the white missionary.
Abbott settled at Sandoway in 1840.
From that nearest English station, a
week’s journey away, he did what he
could for the Bassein Karens, who had
previously heard something of the gospel
through Ko-thah-byoo and other native
preachers from the East. Five years
after, Abbott returned to America for
two years. In 1848 we find him there
again, and with bim Beecher, just out
from home. As before, many of the pas-
tors and younger preachers from Bassein
went to them for advice and schooling ;
but close supervision by the missionary
was impossible ; foreign support for the
newly formed churches was not supplied.

Foreign Labor at Bassein. In July,
1852, after the occupation of the country
by the English, both of the missionaries
went around to Bassein, and found them-
selves within easy access of the whole
circle of churches. At the end of six
months, Abbott was compelled to return
home finally. Beecher remained two or
three years longer, and then left the sta-
tion without a Sgau Karen missionary.
In January, 1858, he returned to his post,
where he remained until 1866, when he
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me most was to see the burden of soul for
the salvation of their friends, which they
all manifested. It was to me the earnest
of a blessing near at hand.

Refreshing Sabbath. On Sabbath morn-
ing we had the Sunday-school, thirty-five
strong. At 10:30, preaching; preach-
ing again in the evening, after which we
observed the Lord’s Supper, which was
watched most closely, with great interest,
by many who could not join with us.
After all, the evening services, consisting
of singing, reading Scripture, prayer,
and a sermon, closing with prayer. Tea
was handed round to the grown people,
and the time spent in religious conversa-
tion. We rarely broke up before eleven,
P. M., and more than once, after I had re-
tired, some of the people tarried long
past midnight. I never had such listeners
in Burmah, or felt greater joy and comfort
in preaching anywhere. I came away
feeling that the Lord was indeed at work
in the hearts of the people.

Spirit of Persecution. There is much
opposition in the village towards the native
Christians, and those who are favorably
disposed. Spies were set by the priests
on the Sabbath, unknown at the time, to
report every one who came to meeting ;
yet we had good congregations at both
gervices. There were four men, not bap-
tized Christians, who at that time kept the
Sabbath and attended meeting regularly
with the Christians. Of these, I hope at
least one man and his wife (middle-aged)
are really converted. They yet hold back
from baptiem, mainly the effect of great
opposition to it and persuasion of their
relatives, who are all against them. The
truth will prevail.

Candidates for Baptism. 1 left Renben
at K’Mahwet. He had been absent from
his post nearly three months on account
of the serious illness of his wife. I was
hardly surprised this week to receive a
letter from him, saying that four persons
were waiting for me to come and baptize
them. One of these applicants is a mar-
ried woman, her husband yet a heathen.
Two of them are a young man and wo-
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man, children of converts, and one an
orphan girl. Of these, Reuben says,
‘¢ After meeting, these:three applied for
baptism. We all were greatly strength-
ened, and rejoiced in heart by hearing the
reason of their faith in Jesus Christ, and
the evidence of their conversion.” 1 have
sent word to K’Mahwet that I shall be
there next week to spend the Sabbath,
“if the Lord will.” I expect to report
the organization of a new church at that
point, at the next Convention.

A Growing Work. The work grows on
me all the time. Iam trying to visit Am-
berst and K’Mahwet once a month. Have
done so for Janie and July. When br.
Becker arrives, and the supervision of
schools is taken off my hands, Ishall try to
extend such operations. I rejoice that so
far my health has suffered in no respect.
I feel as well and strong, and as much like
work, as when I left Boston. 1 am bappy
and contented in the assurance that the
Master of the vineyard put me here Him-
self.

Baptism at Maulmain. One week ago
last Sabbath I baptized, at father’s request,
a recent convert from the sepoy regiment
in this place. There are probably not
less than 20,000 natives of Hindustan
within twenty miles of this place. We
rejoice in the good tidings from Nellore.
I tell the native Christians here, the work
in Maulmain, under God, is in their hands,
not in ours. When they take hold of it
themselves, we may expect like great
things here, not till then.

Remember us in all our trials and in
our work, at the throne of grace. God
will not fail us. This work is His work.

—_—

SIAM.

Chinese Pission of Wangkok.
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

A Chinese Commodity. At nine
o’clock in the evening of the 30th of June,
I left my daughter in charge of our home,
and all in the care of our Father, and
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embarked in a native boat for Banplasoi.
The night was rather dark and rainy,
but the boat was easily found at her
moorings about a mile from the mission-
house, ready to drop down the river at
the falling tide. The craft had brought
seven or eight tons of mussel for the
China market, which, when taken from
the shell and dried, sell here for $3 a
picul of 133 Ibs. They sometimes sell for
$5 or $6 a picul, and the fishermen on
the coast are now largely employed in
gathering and curing them. Stakes, six
or ten feet long are driven into the mud
near the sea-shore, where the water is
shallow, and the mussel soon cover the
stake on all sides from its top to its foot,
and the growth of a year leaves the
stake covered with shells scarcely more
than an inch in diameter. After a growth
of four or six years the shells, of a kid-
‘ney shape, are found sometimes of five
or six inches in length. They are gen-
erally gathered when two or three years
old. .

I found the cabin of our boat on deck,
ten by twelve feet, and with an arched
frame of bamboo covered with leaves,
which in the arch was three feet high. In
the cabin were the captain and owner,
three sailors and two Chinese passengers,
besides myself, not to count an indefinite
number of various insects, whose names
are not to be mentioned to sensitive ears.
Our captain and fellow-passengers, (the
last named class excepted,) after mutual
salutations and inquiries, retired to rest,
which left me to listen for an hour or two
to the song of the boat boys, as they pad-
dled their little canoes about the river,
calling out, * Sugar cane, congee, cake
and cigars, to eat | ”  Other boys in simi-
lar boats, in the earlier part of the day,
might be heard crying out, oil or ardent
spirits, for sale.

The Rich King. Leaving our moor-

ings at midnight, the next morning found
us floating past Pak Nam (river mouth),
and soon the mat sail was hoisted to a
gentle breeze, which before noon in-
creased to a squall, and we were tossed
on the threatening waves. At the close
of the gale, an old eailor said, ¢ I pass the

gulf nearly every week ; but for seven
years, 1 have not seen the like of this.
We escaped without damage, except that
a durian belonging to one of the sailors,
and as large as his head, with a hard
horny shell, broke loose during the squall
and rolled across the cabin and smashed
in pieces my water goblet. The captain
very coolly called out,  Never mind. The
old teacher has a rich king in his country,
who will give him plenty more.” He was
told that the teacher had no rich king, as
they supposed, in his native country, to
give him water goblets; but he had a rich
King in heaven, who gave him all he had
and who also gave the captain this boat,
and the sea to float it on, and the winds
to waft it; and He had also given them
charge not to sink us; otherwise, we all
might now be in the deep.

Before sundown we landed in safety at
one of the ladders, which serve as a wharf
at Banplasoi, and I paid the captain two
ticals (120 cents) for my passage, which
was twice as much as the Chinese passen-
gers paid for the same accommodations.
They charged me extra fare on the plea
of being a ¢* red-haired man,” though they
were forced to confess that my hair was
not red, but white.

Friendly Reception.  On landing at a
part. of the town to which I was unaccus-
tomed, I asked for an old church member
living in that neighborhood, but whose
name I had forgotten. On describing
him as an old man and a fisherman,
« ,” said one, “he is one of the thirty-
six,! and his name is called Pe Leang.”

Passing on, I soon came to the stall of
a brother in the market, who sold pork.
He took me into his house, where his
wife and children showed the usual Chi-
nese hospitality of serving tea and fruits,
and welcomed me with smiles and kind
words. After the refreshments, and rest
of ten minutes, I passed on, and soon met
one of the teachers, who took me to the
chapel, and one of the brethren went to
the boat for my * carriages ” and parch-
ments. We soon had a dinner of rice
and fish and boiled eggs; and then fol-

1 Thirty-six being then the number of mem-
bers in the church.
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lowed evening worship and a good night’s
sleep.

Visiting the Members. The next
morning I called on some of the church
members. The first bad a family of six
children, —the eldest sixteen years old.
The next had seven children, from four
months to seventeen years old. The
third had six children, one an infant.
The fourth had one daughter, three years
old, whose father had taught her to repeat
the first hymn in the Chinese Hymn-book.
In the next household we found three
children, the eldest seven years old.
Some of the church members have no
family, and others have left a family in
China, to whom they hope to return.
Some have been here two or threo, others
twenty or thirty years.

Tempted by his Wife. One member
said he could not take the Lord’s Supper
to-morrow, because another brother had
abused him. When told that he would
thus grieve the Saviour, please the devil,
and show himself the servant of his
abusive brother, bhe met all considerations
unmoved, till argument was followed with
the entreaty of tears, when he arose and
extended his hand, saying, “ Teacher, I
will go, and leave others to settle their
own account with the Master.” But
to our grief, the next day did not find him
at the house of God. On inquiry, we
learned afterwards that his wife had per-
suaded him that it would be unmanly for
him to go to the Table with a man who
had abused him; thus proving the power
of woman’s influence for good or evil.

Five Chinese Baptized. At the rising
sun on Sabbath morning the church assem-
bled at the chapel, when five Chinese
were voted accepted candidates for mem-
bership. These were all baptized in the
sea. The rising tide and calm sea met
the wants of the occasion, and led to the
remark from one of the brethren, that
“ God was very powerful and very good
to make the tide and winds suit our con-
venience. Each candidate, as he arose
from the water, repeated the hearty
¢ Amen.” On returning to the shore, a
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hymn was sung and a prayer offered, and
the company returned, each to his home
for breakfast. At about ten o’clock the
party re-assembled for preaching, and
were addressed from the words, ¢ Be per-
fect, be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace, and the God of love and
peace shall be with you.” A short recess
followed, then the Lord’s Table was
spread, a hymn sung, prayer offered, the
right hand of fellowship given to those
just baptized, and all sat down at the
feagt.

« A little Child shall lead them.” Among
others, three of the members who had
been frightened away by the Secret Soci-
ety, came back with confessions and found
an open door and open hearts to welcome
them. Two other wandering sheep are
bleating about the fold, and show signs
of entering by the door. One blind
brother was led by his granddaughter, ten
Chinese miles, (two and a half miles Eng-
lish) on Sabbath morning, to worship.
This, with now and then an exception, is
done every Sabbath. On the previous
Sabbath the man was led by his grandson,
a boy of ten years, but on the way home
he was bitten by a dog.

Last Sabbath, the boy being frightened
by his experience of the previous Sabbath,
his place was taken by his sister, a smil-
ing girl of fourteen years. She had risen
at an early bour, assisted her mother in
preparing the breakfast for grandpa, and
then with cheerful heart and steady hand
led him over the winding way to the
chapel. She was not in time to witness
the baptisms, but listened attentively to
the preaching and witnessed the observ-
ance of the Lord’s Supper, and saw the
deacon, in passing the bread, pause and
place the sacramental emblem in the fin-
gers of her sightless grandfather. At the
close of the service she brought forward
his hat and staff with smiling face and
cheerful voice, and said, “ Grandfather,
here’s your staff,” and then gave her hand
to lead him home. The tears started at
the lovely sight, and 1 felt like lifting my
hat to him and to her. With such exam-
ples, shall we pronounce Christian mis-
sions a failure ?



442

In the evening a fow of the neighbors and
one more of the Secret Society men came
in and joined usin the evening worship.
I was enabled toread and explain to them
the Scriptures for half an hour, and closed
the day of unusual labor and unusual in-
terest with singing and prayer.

Question to be Setiled. The only draw-
back to the interest of the visit, came in
connection with the arrangements for my
return home.

This was caused by a little strife be-
tween the two deacons, to see who should
be considered the greatest. I know not
whether the strife came from ¢ apostolic
succession,” or from still more ancient
ancestry, or whether its origin and ances-
try are traceable to the Chinese deacons
here. The development on this occasion
was aftended with circumstances which
tempted me to be lenient in rebuking it.
It appears that each of the deacons had
a boat, and each was emulous to give me
a passage across the gulf. The kind of-
fer of two placed me in a dilemma, since
I could not well embark at the same time
on both, and could not patronize one
without displeasing the other. Finally,
I allowed self-interest to decide the ques-
tion, Asone was an open boat, I selected
the other which had a cover. While all
saw that I should be more comfortable in
the boat which should shield me from the
rain and sun, the owner of the rejected
boat took leave of me with a long face
and rather a fishy grasp of the hand.

Fourth of July celebrated. — By a kind
Providence, I had a pleasant passage over
the gulf, and at Pak Nam dismissed my
kind friend, with many thanks, and took
a Post boat to Bangkok, but reached home
too late to join my American friends in
the recognition of the glorious 4th of July,
as they had just returned from its celebra-
tion at the house of one of the missionaries,
where the exercises had been presided
over by the United States Consul. Res-
olutions, I am told, were offered, speeches
were made, and a good time enjoyed,
without the use of wine or gunpowder.

Work of Native Preachers. July 28.—
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A Chinese shop keeper has gratuitously
given the mission one sermon a week
during the year, with the exception of a
few Sabbaths. Mr. Partridge’s Chinese
teacher has also been in the habit of
preaching once on the Sabbath, without
extra pay above his salary as personal
teacher.

Liberality of the Converts. — The
church of Bangkok has paid during the
year, on subscription, including the sums
taken at the Lord's Supper, $76.72.
This is appropriated for the support of a
sexton at the two chapels, and to aid the
poor of the church.

The churches at Banplasoi and Lengkia-
chu each support their own sexton and
help their poor members. The native
members have made some slight contribu-
tions for the purchase of Chinese tracts.

The church at Lengkiachu recently
paid the triennial tax for a poor brother
who was- unable to pay for himself this
government claim of about $2.50. Some
of the members there have also repaired
the road to the chapel, and renewed the
enclosure about the chapel grounds. The
members of thé church bere dis“over as
much sympathy for each other, and do as
much for the progress of the gospel, as
could be expected of men so recently
from the shades of heathenism. We are
well supplied with chapels, have a good
location and an ample field for labor. It
only requires a vigorous cultivation and
God's blessing, to gather a glorious bar-

vest.
—_—————

Risslon to Sweven.
Lerrer FROM MR. BroADY.

The Bethel Seminary. Stockholm, Aug.
24, 1870.— Almost a year has passed
since I last wrote, and it may be of some
interest for me to state a few of the facts
which during this time have, in the gra-
cious providence of God, transpired in
connection with our mission work in Swe-
den. I shall begin with the Bethel Semi-
nary.

The past academic year did not seem
to open as auspiciously to the school as



