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belicve that he would be safe from violence, even
were he to live on the Hills.

This Naga work imperatively needs an Amer-
ican missionary to surpervise and direct it.
This need is one of pressing emergency. May
the Lord send you the man, and you hasten him
on to his fleld.

SIAM,
Chinese Mission of Bangkok.
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.

The Work sn Siam.—We suffer here among
the Chinese from the silent workings of the same
secret Society which is now bursting out in
smoke and fire in the neighborhood of Canton
and other parts of the Empire. Still our chapels
are open, our congregations large, and we travel
without fear in the couuntry, and the people with-
out restraint visit our dwellings and places of
worship by day and by night. Four Chinese
stand as hopeful candidates at Lengkiachu,

_and there are other cases at Bangkok and Ban-
plasoi. The various departments of missionary
work are progressing here hopefully, and God
has continued His care over the life and health of
our members. We continue our prayers for the
friends of missions, and feel encouraged by the
assurance that we have theirs in return.

Remsniscences.—Anold associate, Dr. Bradley,
is just recovering from a typhoid fever, which
brought him near the margin of the river; but
he is now slowly recovering. Yesterday he told
me he stood on the same platform with the thief
on the cross,—saved by faith. He is one of the
four now remaining of the old *“Cashmere com-
pany,” who sailed from Boston together in 1884.
Wade, Osgood, Bradley and the writer; the
rest, including Comstock, Vinton, Howard,
Mrs. Wade, Mr. Vinton, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Tracy,
Ko Chet Thing and Moung-Shway-Moung, with
Mrs. Dean and Mrs. Comstock, have gone to the
general assembly above. Soon we all shall meet
there together with the Karens, Burmese, Chi-
nese and Siamese, who have heard from our lips
the name and salvation of Jesus.

The Work at Bangkok.—Bangkok, Oct. 18,
1871.—Mrs. Deanis at work among the Siamese
women and children, holding a service with them
on the Sabbath, and has a small class daily in
reading the Scriptures. We have this week en-
couraging reports from the pastor at Banplasoi.

We have had good congregations on the Sab-
bath, and Mr. Partridge continues his Chinese
service on Tuesday and Friday at the bamboo
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house, and the daily service at the room on the
mission compound as uspal every morning.
We are all happy in our work and hopeful in our
enterprise. God is interested in it, and bas
pledged its success. More than this we cannot
ask, except to do our duty.

Sabbath at an Outstation. — Last Sabbath
I spent with the church at Lengkiachu.
The passage over nccupied ten hours of rain on
Saturday, in a boat propelled by four men.
Saturday evening a small rumber assembled and
listened to the exposition of Heb. I. Theme,—
the Deity of Jesus Christ, proved by His creat-
ing the world, the object of worship, and having
a throne of endless dominion. Sabbath morning,
read the letter of Jude. Theme, —the com-
mon salvation. What saves? Not Buddhism,
Confucianism, Mohammedanism, but Christianity
alone. .Common,—because it embraces all na-
tions, ks, and conditions of men. )

The Lord’s Supper in the P. M., when the
brethren said a few words personally, and one
man, & Chinese, related his experience and was
voted a candidate for church membership. As
he requested to be baptized at Bangkok, his bap-
tism was deferred, and after an explanation of the
words—‘‘The cup of blessing which we bless, is
it not the communion of the blood of Christ ?"—
the brethren took the emblems, thinking of the
words, ‘For we, being many, are one bread.”
The Master was at the table, and it was good for
us to be there.

Faith without Works.—At the evening ser-
vice, Rom. IV. was read and explained. Theme,
—justification by faith. The Chinese readily ac-
cept the doctrine of faith without works. The
men at Lengkiachu, being mostly fishermen,
were told that they might find an illustration of
their creed in practical life, by drawing and
hanging their nets up to dry; if they had faith,
they should have fish for food and market, and
need not go to sea and toil night and day, but
believe, and the fish would come.

LerTer FrRoM MR. ParTRIDGE.

Hope— Success tn the Language.—Bangkok,
Oct. 24, 1871.—We certainly hope to see another
mission family here some time, and of course the
sooner the better, if it does not conflict with more
important interests elsewhere.

One week ago Sunday, P. M., I preached in
Chinese and heard some encouraging commeants.
Last Thursday evening I took the entire charge
of the prayer meeting, and felt an unusual free-
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dom in talking. One of the brethren said he un-
derstood nearly every word When all present
can say as much, I shall feel more satisfaction in
preaching than is possible now.

Influence of the Mission.—We believe there
are nearly or quite as many Chinese here in Si-
am as there are Siamese; and anything which
conflrms our view is of special interest to us.

A little incident occurred the other day. A
friend who has spent a few months here, but who
has no knowledge of the languages of the coun-
try, wished us to go up to the bazaar with him.
In order to make some of his purchases, we had
to go to a Chinese shop, where my friend said he
had seen the most intelligent looking Siamese
woman he had met in the country. When Isaw
the woman, I thought I could account for her in-
telligent looks. She spoke ¢Tie chiu” distinctly,
and I asked if her father was not a Chinaman.
She sail he was. I asked if her mother was Si-
amese. She repliel, ‘“no, she was Chinese also.”
She had a little girl, who understood Chinese.

A Broad Field.—The more we explore our
field here, the broader we find it, and the greater
the number of those to whom we must preach the
gospel. oo

Has it ever occurred to you that your two mis-
sionaries here are the first and last sent by you
to the Chinese? .

Chinese Borrowing. Let me give an illustra®
tion of the kind of character we have to deal
with.

One day my teacher told me that on the pre-
vious Sunday morning he looked for his best silk
paats, but could not find them. IIe was sure
some one must have taken them; but he could
not think of any one whom to suspect. In the
evening, happening to take up a book to read, he
noticed a bit of paper on which were written
four lines in Chinese characters, each line con-
taining five characters. Herecognized the hand
writing as belonging to a friend who had visited
him a day or two before. The writing, arranged
in Chinese order, and translated as literally as
possible, was as follows, beginning, of course,
at the right hand, in Chinese fashion, and read-
ing down, in columns— .

come now wishes Poor
back RO, borrow, man,
repa{ if afraid heart
benevolent earn you like
man. money, - unwilling; thief’s,

The missing pants werc accounted for. The
teacher’s friend was out of money, and, being
afraid a proposal to borrow would be rejected,
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he had helped himself to the most convenient
articles in the room, which he would pawn to
meet the present emergency. If sometime in
the future he should earn money enough to re-
deem them, he would do so, and return them to
the “‘benevolent man,” whose benevolence, how-
ever, seems rather to have been presumed upon.
Such a proceeding would seem rather cool at
home; but being ‘‘according to custom,” my
teacher took it all very philosophically.

I learned from him that if in China a man is
passing through a fleld of sugar cane, and finds
himself so hungry and thirsty as not to be able
to withstand the temptation, he helps himself to
the cane and writes a note, similar to the one
inserted above,—stating that he is not a thief,
and begging that he may be pardoned. It de-
pends upon the owner of the field, whether the
trespass is pardoned or punished.

Judging from what I know of the character of
the Chinese, I suppose the note is only written
when there is danger of detection. '

MISSION TO AFRICA.
LeETTER PROM MR. VONBRCUN.

Need of Laborers.—Vonbrunsville, Nov. §,
1871.—1 am encouraged by a kind Providence to
labor among my people, many of whom are now
inquiring after the way of salvation. Nine
youths have been received into the visible church
of Christ. I regret to state the great need ofla-
borers in this important station. I am here
alone, without any assistant. I am engaged in
preaching and superintending the building of the
church, the day and Sabbath school.

Laying a Corner Stone.—Through the as-
sistance of the great I AM, I am now endeavor-
ing, to the best of my ability, to administer the
Word of truth to the heathen. In August last I
had the plcasure to baptize three young men;
four are to be baptized shortly; a little Ameri-
can girl, also, with them. We have commenced
our new chapel. We had a happy time in lay-
ing the corner-stone. It was quite interesting,
and to the surprise of the natives to witness the
manner in which the service was performed.
Some even inquired whether it was a gregree
house. They were informed it was the house of
the Great Creator. The solemnity of this left a
serious impression on the minds of many.

Several scholars in our Sabbath and day
school, can now read well in the Holy Scriptures.
My preaching to the heathen is regular. Their
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Mission to the Shans.
LerTER FrRoM MR. CusHiNG.

Matthew in Shan.—Matthew is printed and I
start on my journey to Toungoo to-morrow. I
have great reason to be grateful to God for the
privilege of putting a part of His Word into the
language of a heathen people. This dry season
I hope to give many copies of the Gospel to
Shans resident about Toungoo, and to Shan car-
avans from Shan land.

Call for ¢ Burman Missionary in Toungoo.
—1I do feel earnestly the importance of occupy-
ing this.fleld [Toungoo] with a Burmese mis-
sion, both on account of its size, second to no
unoccupied fleld in Lower Burmah, and on ac-

count of the large amount of work done in it

during past years. Ritualism does not convert
souls. It will avail itself, sooner or later, of the re-
sults of our mission work, unless we build on the
foundation already partially laid. Now is the
time to secure to the Burmese in Toungoo, a
faithful preaching of Christ’s salvation, by send-
ing a Baptist missionary. Now is the time to
avail ourselves of the work already done. Send
a Burman missionary to hold up the clear,
strong, steady light of the Gospel of Jesus to
these dark-minded Buddhists. The dim relig-
ious light of Ritualism is worse than useless to
the heathen. If false teachers must come to
Toungoo, cannot the Union give the heathen a
chance to hear the truth, by sending a man to
preach it? My heart is full, and it does me no
good to keep my feelings pent up. Nay, I dare
not do it. Fidelity to my Master compels me
to speak. .

SIAM.
Chinese Mission of Bangkok.
LeTTER FROM DR. DEAN.

A Thoughtful Act.—Nov. 27, 1871.—The re-
cent high tides, flooding the grounds and streets,
have interrupted somewhat our walks. Mr.
Partridge and I were out on Saturday, calling
on some Chinese members, when we cameto a
flood of muddy water, passable ouly by the bare-
footed. As we were about to return before
reaching our destination, we saw the church-
treasurer with one of his workmen, bringing a
long plank to help us over the puddle. This was
not Sir Walter Raleigh’s cloak for the feet of the
Queen, nor the branches of palm-trees for the
Messiah’s entry into Jerusalem; but it was in-
tended as an act of kindness and respect from
these humble disciples to their teachers. Amid
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the clouds that sometimes darken our horizon,
we accept gratefully these occasional streaks of
sunshine, in our mission work. Indeed the sun-
shineis often luminous from the source of ail light,
and we find our endeavors to lead the poor heath-
en in the upward path, joy unspeakable and full
of glory. There is a significancy in the inspired
language,—*Unto me, who am less than the
leust of all saints, is this grace given, that I
might preach among the Gentiles the unsearcha-
ble riches of Christ.”

We had Divine help in preaehing at Wat Ko
yesterday morning, and in the afternoon the
Master met us at His own table in Union chapel.

Aged Disciples.—We have some Chinese mem-
bers in our church now over eighty years of age,
whose path grows brighter and brighter. Bless
God for such lights in this dark land of idolatry
and wickedness.

LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.

A Heathen Custom Christianized.—Bangkok,
Nov. 24, 1871.—A pleasing incident occurred the
other day, which I must mention. Our wealth-
iest church member has a little boy about a
month old. .According to Chinese custom, when
a child has attained to that age, its head is shaved
for the first time. Among the heathen Chinese,
the ceremony has many idolatrous and super-
stitious accompaniments. Many friends are in-
vited, each one of whom is expected to bring a
present of value. .

On Monday last our church-member invited a
large company of friends, among whom were
the other church-members. As many of the
brethren are poor, Chek I accompanied his in-
vitations to them with a gift of four ticals,
(82.40) each, which they might take as their
As
one of the brethren is a barber, he was employed
to shave the child’s head, so that no heathen
should take any important part in the ceremony.

" The church members had tables by themselves,
at which a Christian blessing was asked. The
entire affair passed off very pleasantly, and
proved plainly that our church members have
some strength of Christian character, thus pub-
licly to oppose the heathen customs of their own
people. Such a course means more to us than
it can to you, and it gives us new courage to la-
bor on.

How a Chinese Convert Reasoned.—The Bap-
tist idea, that the New Testament is the best
work on baptism, receives confirmation now and
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then, even here among the heathen. My teach-
er gave me a chapter in his experience the other
day, which I will try to give as nearly as possi-
ble in his words,—supposing he had used Eng-
lish.

He united with the Presbyterian church in
Swatow some years ago, and came to Siam a
year or two after Dr. Dean’s return from the
United States.

He said, ‘““When I joined the church, I could
read very little; but used to ask the pastor a
great many questions about the Bible. The pas-
tor was a very good man and required every
church member to keep the Sabbath very strict-
ly, rot even allowing them to talk about their
business on that day. He held meetings every
evening, for prayer and explaining the Scrip-
tures. When I was coming to Bangkok, he
gave me much good advice, and especially told
me if I was tempted to do wrong, I must pray—
pray often. He said there was a Baptist (im-
mersing ceremony) church in Bangkok among
the Chinese, but no Pedobaptist (washing cere-
mony) church. He told me I might worship
with the Baptists, but as I had been baptized
once, I need not be baptized again, even if they
urged it. For sometime after reaching Bang-
kok, I was at work on the compound of the
Presbyterian mission. I read my Testament as
I had time, for I had read very little in it before.
Many of the characters I didn’t know, but I
would ask any Chinese scholar I metto explam
those I did not understand.

I wanted to know why the Baptists immersed
rather than sprinkled. The venerable teacher
(Dr. Dean) told me to read the New Testament.
So in my reading I marked the passages that re-
ferred to baptism, and found five which seemed
to prove that the “1hmersing ceremony” was
the correct one.

1. When John baptized Christ, they went down
into the water and came up out of the water. 2.
John baptized at Enon, because there was much
water there. 8. The case of Philip and the
eunuch. 4. Paul represents baptism as a burial.
5. He speaks of the Israelites as baptized in
their passage through the Red Sea. I came to
the conclusion that the Baptists were right; but
I remembered my pastor’s advice, and would not
submit to baptism in order to unite with the
church.

Whien my friend Toa Ti wished to unite with
the church, I advised him to be immersed. He
followed my advice; but when he noticed that I
did not commune with the brethren, he wanted
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to know the reason. I explained the reason, and
then said that as I had been sprinkled, I thought
that was enough. He then wanted to know why
I advised him to do a thing which I would not
do, although I believed it was right. This set
me to thinking again, and I could not rest satis-
fled, till I had followed Jesus. So I asked the
venerable teacher to baptize me.”

—

INDIA.—MADRAS PRESIDENCOY.

Mission to the Teloogoos.
LeTTER FROM MR. JEWETT.

Encouraging Baptisms. — Nellore, Dec. 1,
1871.—Before setting off for Ramapatam, Mrs.
Shelling, who lately joined us from the Church
of England, volunteered to work a month in Al-
loor. I sent with her some of my best preachers
and readers (women), and promised to call on
my way home from R. and baptize the converts,
should the Lord give them success.

I left Ramapatam on the eve of October 12,
and reached Alloor the next morning early. On
Sunday, a goodly number came in from many
villazes to hear the Word. Of these, seven
were accepted by the church and baptized in the
evening.

I gave out word tbat I must go to Nellore the
next day, but would return on the shortest no-
tice, should the Lord crown the labors of His
people with converts. On reaching home, I
found three men and one woman waiting for
baptism. They all lived ten miles east from
Nellore. The church never received converts
with greater satisfaction. I had often remarked
that I longed to see more depth of feeling in the
converts, a breaking down of the spirit before
the Lord and His people.

This day the desire of my heart was fulfilled.
One man who had been a priest, got on very
well in his story till he began to speak of the
multitudes he had led astray; then his heart was
too full for utterance, except in sobs and tears.

More Baptisms and Conrerts.—The following
Sabbath I was called to Alloor, where I bap-
tized ten converts, and broke bread to over fifty.
A backslider witnessed all that was done this
day. Early Monday morning he came to tell me
that he prayed; that he had put away his wicked-
ness.

The first Sabbath in November we baptized
ten more converts in Nellore. Ihave just heard
of new cases of conversion in Alloor, east of
Nellore, and in Nellore iteelf.
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LETTER FrROM MR. CLARK.

Baptisms in Sibsagor. — Sibsagor, Feb. 28,
1872.—Feb. 18, I had the pleasure of baptizing
eleven more converts in the Dikho river. Two
of them were young women belonging to our Bi-
ble class in Sibsagor; seven were from the Bar-
holah tea-gardens, beyond Jorhat, and two were
from a tea-garden not far from this station. At
the tea-garden beyond Jorhat, there are now
eleven members of this church. These from the
tea-gardens were well recommended, and all that
were baptized gave good evidence of genuine
conversion to Christ.

A new Tribe begun upon.—These people from
the tea gardens are Chota Nagpore people. They
have been brought from their own country to
work on the tea plantations, there are many
Chota Nagpore people in the tea gardens of As-
sam. Of those who have joined this church, two
had heard the gospel in their own country. The
others are converts through the labors of these
two and one of our own colporteurs. One of
these, a Chota Nagpore man, would, I think,
make an excellent preacher, and he has stir-
ring convictions for the work. These Nagpore
people can talk with the Assamese and vice versa;
but not freely. There is too much difference
n the languages. Cannot you allow me ten ru-
pees a month for a Chota Nagpore preacher
among the many Chota Nagpore people in this
district ?

The first of last October I baptized seven con-
verts and eleven more on the 18th of February,
—makes eighteen baptized in the last four
months.
numbers thirty-eight members. May the Lord
continue to bless.

SIAM.

Chinese Mission of Bangkok.
Lerrer FrRoM DR. DEaN.

Candidates in Bangkok.—Bangkok, Jan. 17,
1872.—1Last Sabbath was a geod day for the Chi-
nese church of Bangkok. Four men offered
themselves as crndidates for church membership.
Two were baptized, and the others may be re-
ceived the next communion day. One of these
suggested that his father and grandfather were
baptized on a sacramental day, and he wished to
follow their example in this, as well as in other
things. His grandfather was one of the constit-
uent members of this church, and some of the
members of the family for three generations have

Missionary Correspondence :—Siam.

The native Christian church here now.

206

been members also, which prompted the 1emark
from one of the native preachers on the occa-
sion, that they were furnishing a case analogous
to that of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, where
three generations of the clan were found worship-
ping the true God.

The other waiting candidate, though not ex-
actly like the disciples whom Paul met at Ephe-
sus, who said, ‘““We have not so much as heard
whether there be any Holy Ghogt,” seemed not to
have, or at least, not to express any very satis-
factory views of the person and office of the
Holy Spirit, though he manifested many linea-
ments of a Christian character, and declared his
determination to worship God as long as he
lived, whether in or out of the church.

History of two Converts.—The two men bap-
tized have for some time been in the habit of at-
tending worship, and, during the past year, both
have visited their native place in China, and are
well reported of by the brethren there. Chtiang
Sun is 47 years old, has here a wife and two
young children, and is engaged in honorable
business within the city, occupying one of the
King’s newly-built houses, for which he pays a
monthly rent of twelve ticals,—about seven dol-
lars. On previous occagions, both at his own
dwelling and the mission house, his conversation
and prayers gave evidence of Divine teaching.

The other man baptized, Chek ko, is 54 years
of age, has & wife in China, and two or three
sons here. He is in the habit of passing yearly
to and from China, as a sort of postal agent for
the Chinese, who intrust to him their letters and
small sums of money, to be delivered to their
families in China. His work is one of trust and
respectability.

- A Work of God’s Power.—We accept the con-
version of these two men and their public avowal
of their faith in Christ at such a time as this, and
amid the threats and taunts of their Pagan coun-
trymen, as proof that God has not forgotten His
promise, and His Gospel has not lost its power to
save the heathen. We rejoice that we need not
go back. to Noah, and Abraham, and Daniel,
and the journey of Saul to Damascus, nor the
preaching of Peter on the day of Pentecost for
proof that God is faithful to His word, and Jesus,
though persecuted, has still power to save men.
His raising one man from the dead was as clear
proof of His Divinity as if He had raised a mil-
lion; and the quickening and transformation of
one Chinese to His own image, is as conclusive
proof of His power to save, as if He were at once
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to vitalize the myriads of the Empire. The
promise of Jehovah to Abraham, more than four
thousand years ago, is current still, and the
8pirit which for eighteen hundred years has re-
proved the world of sin, of righteousness and
judgment, is not yet worn nor weary in His
work; and the gospel, which on a single day,
and that too within a Sabbath of weeks after the
crucifixion of its Author, led three thousand
souls through the baptismal waters into the
church, is still the power of God unto salvation,
to the Jew first, then to the Gentile. Well may
every Christian herald sing,—

*‘In the cross of Christ I glory,

Towering o’er the wrecks of time;

All the light of sacred story

. Gathers round its head sublime.”

Or, in the languaze of a still higher Inspira-
tion and more exalted authorship, say, ‘‘God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Still, it is easier to say
and to sing, than to do and demonstrateit. Only
the Spirit, which saves the heathen through the
power of the Gospel, can help the preachers to
practise it. We admire its power and watch its
progress with ever-increasing delight and ador-
ing worship, and still struggle and’ pray,—‘‘Let
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and
establish thou the work of our hands upon us;
_yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it.”

Native Preachers.—The pastor of the Banpla-
soi church is now here for a visit, and preached
at Wat Ko lest Sabbath morning. He has been
away for about a year, and shows the need of a
little friction with his brethren, to remove the
parasitical plants which gather on the branches
of his theological tree. In his'sermon, for exam-
ple, he said that the language of the Master,
¢‘Get thee behind me, Satan,” was a rebuke to
Satan and not to Peter. A few mornings since,
in our usual daily worship, when each one
present who is able reads and explains a verse or
two of Scripture, he remarked that the twelve
baskets full of fragments, after feeding the mul-
titude with the five loaves and two fishes, might
have a hidden meaning, reaching to the twelve
tribes of Israel. This man has long been under
religious instruction by several missionaries, and
has generally a correct and extensive knowledge
of the New Testament; and the above examples
indicate him to be a man of fertile imagination
and independent thought. Some others of the
native meinbers are not slow to suggest correc-
tions in the language of Scripture and in the
methods of missionary work, which are ever
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gratefully received, and sometimes very profita-
ble. Some others go so far as to criticize cen-
soriously and endanger the peace and prosperity
of the church. Such are generally from the less
intelligent members, and imagine that what is
opposed to their opinion is opposed to the Master
and His truth. A Chinese friend has gone to
Banplasoi to assist the church in its public wor-
ship in the absence of their pastor.

Sermon of a Native Pastor.—Jan. 21.—This
morning at Wat Ko chapel the Banplasoi pastor
gave us a good sermon from Gal. 5:22—283.
““The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance.” The speaker was affluent in language
and fruitfal in illustration, and kept to his text
more closely than is common with native preach-
ers here. The theme was eminently timely and
well received. .

Mistaken Ezpectations.—The two men bap-
tized last Sabbath and the other two candidates
were present, and listened with apparent inter-
est. A crowd about the doors were, as usual,
'voking in, and partly listening and partly com-
menting on what they saw and heard. A few
women and children were present in the assem-
bly. Two or three little boys were brought by
their fathers, who think they must come up and
shake hands with the missionaries at the close of
the s_ervices, in common with the church mem-
bers, though these little ones have never receiv-
ed the seal of their father’s faith; and, having no
faith of their own, we have not felt authorized
by our commission to baptize them. Some of
our missionary friends baptize the children of
believers and the children of unbelievers, and
our Roman Catholic friends, in addition to the
washing ceremony, given to the children, give
also passports and a French flag to their disci-
ples, which secure to them certain pre-emptions
and pecuniary advantages in their travel and
traffic in the country. People often come to us
for like protection and aid to worldly profit,
which we can neither afford nor encourage them
to look for. We have sometimes to add to our
instructions exemplary proof that we cannot
shoulder their'ﬁshing-nets, and cook-houses, and
rice-gardens, and collect their bad debts for
them, nor help them out of prison when they
have earelessly fallen into it.

Still we reserve the Christian right to defend
a brother when imposed upon or unjustly ac-
cused, in which case we have generally received
a careful hearing and a helping hand from the
native magistrates.
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Interview with a Magistrate.—Passing yester-
day the office of the ¢hicf criminal magistrate,
Iwent In and paid my compliments to his excel-
lency, when a company of officials and men of
business were assembled, and remarked that be-
ing an order-loving teacher, I did not fear for my
head by coming into the chief magistrate’s office.
The remark was received and given pleasantly,
and his honor gave me a very warm shake of
the hand at parting.

A Chénaman’s Dificylty.—Jan, 23.—A young
Chinaman came to my study to-day, to inquire
about religious things, and at the close of the
conversation engaged in prayer in a manner
which showed that he was accustomed to it and
enjoyed the aid of the Spirit. He said he de-
sired to worship God, but feared he could not
keep the Sabbath. His business requires a cer-
tain amount of work each day, to prevent a waste,
like the dairy mam in Christian lands, who thinks
he must curd his milk on Sabbath morning, or
lose it. ‘This man has not the alternative of the
dairyman, who may with less labor leave his
milk for butter than he can make it into cheese
on the Sabbath. Still, in either case, he gives
as much thought and time to the preliminary prep-
aration for preserving his milk, as does the Chi-
nese on the Sabbath in preserving his property.
In a country where the whole framework of
society and the interlacing of business relations
involve alike the activities of each day in seven,
it is a much more dificult matter to keep the
Sabbath holy than itis in a place where public sen-
timent and commercial transactions recognize the
rest of the Sabbath. The shop-keeper here who
closes his doors one day in seven, finds his cus-
tomers forsake him during the other six days of
the week; and where the Christian convert is
but one among a thousand of his heathen coun-
trymen, it is apparent that business of any kind
is conducted under serious embarrassments. If
a man is a common laborer, his employer may re-
fuse to release him for the Sabbath and still give
him employment for the rest of the week. Some-
times these workmen are employed in pairs or
gangs, where, if one stops work, it necessarily
stops the other. When the work is altogether
manual, it often requires a number of hands in
one mill or to move one piece of machinery, and
the machine rests if one man is absent. Men en-
ter into copartnership in business, the one a
heathen, the other a Christian. The heathen in-
sists on keeping open his shop, in common with
his countrymen, on the Sabbath. The Christian

Missionary Correspondence :—8Siam.

207

is held to share in the responsibility of his part-
ner's doings, though he himself may be at the
time at a Christian chapel.

Chinese New Year.—Bangkok, Fcb. 8, 1873.
—This being the last day of the Chinese year,
the beating of gongs and the explosion of fire
crackers is the general order of the day. In
passing through the streets this morning, many
objects were met calculated to attract attention
and lead to thought. Some of the people wore
an expression of calm satisfaction, as if the year

‘now closing had been generous to them, giving

them success in business and a quiet home. Oth-
ers carried a troubled countenance, indicating
that the work of the year had not been prosper-
ous, ur that some one was-still in their debt, and
they were in eager pursuit of their due, which
might be demanded till midnight or the dawn of
the new year. Then if not collected, it would be
regarded as a bad debt, and the debtor a bad man,
and the creditor might at last relinquish his claim
with imprecations on the delinquent’s head, and
pray that the fires might consume his dwelling or
the lightnings strike him dead, or that some oth-
er dreadful calam'ity might overtake him.

Offerings to the gods.—From the market, the
streets were lined with men, women and chil-
dren returning to their homes; one, with a
new pair of shoes, a new jacket, or cap, or some
article of household wear, or with fish, or fowls,
or vegetables, or gods or golden paper for wor-
ship. One man was met by the roadside with a
pair of ducks, which he wad re-fastening to his
bearing-pole. . When asked what he was to do
with his ducks, he answered that they were to be
made an offering to the gods. ¢ What gods?” I
don’t know; some of them,—it matters little,
which.” Others were carrying in their baskets
ducks or fowls, already dressed, and prepared for
the idol offering on reaching home. In the shops
were displayed the various wares to be found in
a8 Chinese market of clothing, hardware, tin,
iron, brass and silver, together with drugs, med-
icines, fruits and vegetables, all full of business,
since nothing could be bought and sold to-mor-
row, the first of the year.

The price of agod (Sin), which is written in
one large character, covering a space of four or
six inches square, on a sheet of white, red or
gilded paper, twelve by eighteeninches, was from
thirty to fifty cents. Some of these single charac-
ters of ‘“Sin” require a sheet of paper two by
three for writing them, and are posted in every
pagan house for worship.
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Additions to the Church. — Feb. 11.—This
morning two more Chinese were baptized, and,
in company with two baptized Jan. 14, received
the right hand of fellowship and joined with the
church this afternoon in taking the symbols of
our Lord’s death. While receiving the hand of
fellowship, they also accepted a copy of the New
Testament in their own language, to be taken as
their teacher in religious matters, and to be
made a book of daily study.

Convert of the Third Generation.—The two
men baptized to-day, are young, each less than
thirty years old, and one of them is a grandson
of a constituent member of this church, old Pe
It, since gone to the Christian’s rest and reward.
His father was baptized into the fellowship of
this church, and is now a worthy member of one
of the churches in the Southern Chinese mis-
sion. His uncle was for many years a member,
and some years a deacon of this church; but
now is in China, and his elder brother is treas-
urer of this church. Our young brother is of a
good family, and may trace his Christian pedi-
gree back to the third generation; but comes in-
to the church by baptism, on the profession of
his own faith, and he received a cordial welcome
from all the members of the church. He prom-
ises well as a helper in the harvest fleld.

The Church and tts Members.— The other
young man baptized to-day is from Lengkiachu,
and was, some weeks ago, examined, and re-
ceived by a vote of that church; but he then ex-
pressed a wish to be baptized in Bangkok.

The four received into the church to-day ap -
pear to be men of faith and prayer, and the
church may well regard them as an accession to
her progress and power.

One of the men who last month requested bap-
tism, is to-day confined to his room by illness.
One excluded member was present at all the ser-
vices of to-day, and was seen to drop a piece of
money into the contribution plate after the Sup-
per, of which he could not partake. What may
be the end of his career may be better known in
future. Some of the members of the church
were necessarily absent, and some are delin-
quents. Two or three of the Lengkia h. church
and two from Banplasoi were with us to-day, but
we fail to gain a general meeting of the church-
es as intended.
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MISSION TO GERMANY.

LeETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN.

Revival 1 Berlin.—Berlin, March 6, 1873.—
Since my last letter, we have experienced great
things. They began at the close of the year.
At Christmas we had our usual love-feast, which
was numerously attended. A brother proposed
that we should spend part of the time in prayer
for a gracious visitation of the Spirit. At once
the Spirit of prayer was shed upon us in a meas-
ure not enjoyed for a long time previously. At
the close of the love feast, several of the mem-
bers retired into an adjacent room, together
with several who felt anxious for grace and the
forgiveuess of their sins, and continued all night
in prayer. Early in the morning I was awaked
by the joyful news that four souls had found
peace and were full of gladness. For the next
fourteen days, reaching into the new year, pray-
er meetings were held every evening, and a con-
siderable number found peace in believing. Four-
teen were baptized in February and thirteen
more the first Sabbath in March, in presence of
a great crowd of spectators. The brethren are
anxiously consulting about enlarging their chap-

NN

The joy and harmony of the people is great,
and a new spirit of life is poured into our veins.
Large masses attend the preaching of the gos-
pel. New activity has been awakened, particu-
larly in the work of tract distribution.

Sabbdath School. — Covenant Meetings.—Our
Sabbath school is prosperous. I instruct & Bible
class. The teachers, male and female, are very
earnest in their endeavors, and among our last
candidates for baptism were several from the
Sabbath school.

Covenant meetings, such as exist in many of
the churches in America, have been introduced.
The Young Woman’s Union numbers about one
hundred, and is very active. The Young Men’s
Union is smaller.

Weekly Contribuitons.—We have adopted a
system of weekly contributions for the necessi-
ties of the church by means of envelopes, in
which the weekly gifts of the members are en-
closed, and put into a box in the chapel. This
system last year proved very advantageous.
With much less trouble than formerly, our re-
ceipts were much larger. By the continuance of
such efforts, we hope to be able to.do more for
missions generally. Our work extends more
and more every year, and the support of our
missionaries becomes more and more expensive.
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influence upon us as a nation. Whereas China is as much American as English, and sus-
tains to us already an immediate connection, which will surely increase in importance in
years to come. Furthermore, I much mistake if the signs of the times are not such in Chi-
na as to claim the special attention of all western nations. It may compel a much greater
share of consideration, and that, too, before very long, than people m the United States have
been willing to concede to it hitherto. I am persuaded there is yet to be here a mighty grap-
ple between the Chinese and the west. The Chinese are not showing a disposition o ‘graft
our civilization over the ancient civilization.” An overruling Providence may bring chang-
es to come peacefully around ; but nothing is plainer to my mind than the determiuation to
perpetuate their own systems as they now are, and that at all hazards,”

If this view be correct, it is appalling to think how blind our people are to their own in-
terests, as connected with our work among the Chinese. Undoubtedly, there is no land on
the face of the earth which appeals more strongly to American Christians for help than ¢‘the
land of Sinim,” whether we regard the vast numbers of its people, or their prospective influ-
ence on the progress of mankind, and especially the fruits their contact with our people is
destined to produce.

CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK.

Rev. WILLIAM DEAN, D. D., and wife, Rev. 8. B. PARTRIDGK and wife. Native helpers, 6; outstations, 2;
churches, 3; members, &4,

The personnel of this mission is the same as last year, with the exception of Miss A. M.
Fielde, who has been transferred to the Southern China Mission at Swatow, but who is now
in this country. The missionaries have continued the operations carried on in former years,
and it is hoped some progress has been made. The additions by baptism have not been ae
large as in some previvus years; but the Lord has not utterly forgotten to be gracious.
There is reason to believe that the members of the little churches are coming to a cleare
sense of their personal responsibilities, and that they are growing in the grace of giving.

The question hus often pressed itself on the Comnittee whether it is wise to continue a
mission in Siam, exclusively for the benefit of the Chinese population of that country.
These Chinamen are not citizens of Siam ; those that are married have generally left theix
wives and children behind them, and the larger portion of them are living'in open concubi-
nage with Siamese women, and they have no thought of making Siam their permanent home.
Hence the labors performed among them are aimed chiefly at their personal reformation, and
can have scarcely an appreciable influence on the socinl and religious condition of Chi-
na. This mission, like those of Chusan and Hong Kong, was established before China
was open to m ssionary labors. Since the change which took place in this respect,
the centre of the Eastern China Mission has been removed from Chusan to Ningpo,
and that of the Southern China Mission has been transferred from Hong Koug to
Swatow ; the former plices being now simply outstations. It is a question demanding
serious consideration, whether it is not also wise Lo remove the principal operations
now carried on at Bangkok, to some of the great centres of the Tie Cniu Province;
whether the leaven now scattered on the wandering fragments of the Empire, should not be
concentrated in the heart of the Empire itself. The policy of attempting to evangelize the
people through their emigrations, instead of planting the Gospel in their vwn social centres,
will scarcely tind a serious advocate, when considered on its merits. 1f the question were,
Whether we should establish a mussion to-day among the Chinese sojourners of the Spice
Islands or the Straits scttlements, there is no doubt that the decision would be uuanimous
against it. The auswer would be, we should locate ourselves in comwmunities thut are per-
manent; the leaven must be put into the lump. We wunt not only to save individuals, but
to renovate communitics. We should aim to establish Christian households aud sanctity
women and children, thus purging the fountains of sucial life, and sending living streams of
piety through all its channels.

The question which the case in hand presents is one of expediency. It is simply whether
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the fact that we are now in Siam, and actually engaged in a work for the Chinese, is, in it-
self, a justitication for persevering in a false policy. If thé success there had been marked,
—if we had been able to trace clear and broad lines of influence extending from this point
to the indigenous populations of China,—or, if the Chinese residents of Bangkok were all
of the same Province, 8o that the missionaries could communicate freely with them, the ques-
tion would be somewhat modified. But, in fact, the success has not been sufficiently marked
to inspire strong hope, and even the measure of success attained has scarcely any hold on the
future, as would have been the case, had it been gained in an indigenous community. Nor
are we able us yet to see that the men gathered here have excited any perceptible interest in
their native provinces. Besides, the Cninese residents of Siam are from differcnt Provinces
of the Empire, and speak various dialects ; so that our missionaries are unable to communi-
cate with a very large portion of them. When, therefore, we come to sift the argument for
continued occupancy of this field in any considerable force, and spending large sums of
money upon it, it resolves itself into the natural reluctance we feel in abandoning ground we
once have taken up. It may well be claimed that this argument loses its principal force,
when we consider that the movement involved in the partial abandonment of this mission, is an
advance into the heart of the enemy’s country, instead of a retreat from an outpost. Itisa
concentration of our forces to carry a central position ; and why is not this as wise in evan-
gelizing processes as in military operations?

Influenced by these views, the Executive Committee have opened correspondence with the
missionaries at Bangkok, with a view to some change in the work at that station. No an-
swer to the points made has been received at the date of preparing this report. But, in a
letter written in February last, Dr. Dean has stated the case in favor of a continuance of the
present policy in terms which fairly represent the argument on that side, and we append his
observations, asking for them a careful consideration.

*The work among the Chinese is of more importance than among the Siamese, both at
present and as relates to the future. The mission was established here when our missiona-
ries could not enter China, and a missionary here to-day has access to as many Chinamen as
he could have in China itself. Very few Chinamen are found in Ayuthia, but the same is
not true in other places. Here in Bangkok there are thousands of Chinese who must depend
entirely upon the Board for their knowledge of the gospel. Hundreds come here every
year from China, and nearly all speak our dialect. Sometimes 500 come in a single ship.
Some return to China every year; but the Chinese population is evidently increasing very
rapidly.

¢ The Chinese constitnte the bone and muscle, and a good part of the brain, of this coun-
try. The agricultural and manufacturing interests depend almost entirely upon the Chinese,
and the commerce is to a great extent in their hands.

‘ What their future history will be in this country we cannot predict ; but it is very evident
that their influence will never be less than it now is. If difficulties aiise in China, compel-
ling our brethren to vacate Swatow for a time, they could find ample work here. We bave
very frequently the pleasure of welcoming native brethren from the Swatow churches. On
the banks of the two large rivers west of us there are hundreds of Chinamen, whom we can
very seldom visit on account of our small force here.

¢ As near as I can judge, the population of Banplasoi must be nearly or quite 10,000, ‘the
majority of whom can speak our dialect. I believe China is to be converted within its own
borders ; but as this station is fairly established, and as its influence is constantly increasing,
I cannot feel that it would be right to diminish the number of influential workers.

¢ I believe, however, that the churches here and at the outstations would not die, even
though the missionaries should be removed. For I have faith enough to believe they are
known to the Lord as ‘branches of His planting, as the work of His hands.’"

Dr. Dean speaks of the evil influence of the secret Society, which has proved so mischiev-
ous in Canton and in other parts of the Empire. Still, the chapels are opened without fear,
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the missionaries move from place to place in perfect security, and the people visit thefr dwell-
ings and chapels by day or night without interruption. There has been some interest at
Lengkiachu, and four candidates for baptism are reported there. Mrs. Dean is laboiing
among the Siamese women and children, holding a sei1vice among them on the Sabbath, and
has a small class daily in reading the Scriptures.

The changes in the mission are as follows: baptized, 7; dismissed, 2; died, 1; present
number, 84; contributions, including those of the missionuries, $218.64.

SOUTHEKN CHINA MISSION. *
Rev.J. W. JOHNSON and wife, Rev. WILLIAM ASHMORE and wife. Miss A. M. FIKLDE in the United States.
Native preachers, 11; ions, 9, two of which are sustained by the Chinese church.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, after a sojourn of about two years in this country, sailed from San-
Francisco early last season, and in due time joined the mission at Swatow. Miss Fielde,
formerly of the Chinese Mission at Bangkok, at the request of Mr. Ashmore and in accord-
ance with her own views, has been transterred to this mission, where, it is hoped that her
knowledge of the language and her admitted abilities, with the blessing of God, may be.
effectively employed for the enlightenment and salvation of the people. The mission has suf-
fered a great loss in the death of A Sun, the first native Chinese ordained to the work of the
ministry in our Chinese Missions. He was baptized at Hong Kong 28 years ago by Dr.
Dean, and since his ordination had been in charge of the outstation of Tang Leng. He had
from the beginning lived a most exemplary life, enjoying the confidence of all who knew
bim. The production of one such character as this good man presented, is a witness to the
power of Christianity which the world cannot gainsay.

The independent mission work, mentioned in the last Annual Report, has been con-
tinued. Two of the outstations and two of the evangelists have been supported the whole
year, and a third evangelist a part of the year, by the native Christians. They not ounly sup-
ply the funds, but give direction to the work, thus furnishing an instance not only of self-
support, but, what is quite as important, of self-direction. Of course the missionary is
ready to advise with the church, and in some -particulars to supervise the work done under
their auspices; but they are made to understand that they are responsible for its maintenance,
They are taught that the agency of the Missionary Union will not be exercised for a very
long period on behalf of the same community. It is hoped that when the support thus ex-
tended to the native church shall decrease, their own liberality will correspondingly. in-
crease, until they will learn to hold forth the word of life themselves. If the work among
them be indeed a work of the Spirit, their development will surely be in this direction. We
must not indulge the hope that this stage of Christian attainment is near; for there are yet
years of sojourn in the wilderness, before this land flowing with milk and honey will ap-
pear. But the missionaries are pressing on in the right direction, and the goal will eventu-
ally be reached. We continue the account of this mission in the exact words of Mr, Ash-
more :—

¢ THE OUTSTATIONS OF THE MIssIONARY UNION are all of them places of great impor-
tance, cities and market towns in the midst of multituades of minor towns and villages, spec-
ially chosen from their fitness to become, each of them, centres of influence for large masses
of population. The number of such stations ought to be increased by the addition of some
three or four other places, as yet unoccupied for want of means. When these are all occu-
pied, the Union will have as many central locations as may perhaps be expedient for a long
time to come. The work must then spread into the thousands of smaller towns round about
from these centres, and this ought to be done through the agency of the native church mem-
bers, as far as possible. It is from a conviction of the importance of this plan that we have
asked the Executive Committee to allow the native church to use under their own direction
all the funds collected on the field here, and that we have made our own contributions
to the native church treasury, rather than to the home Treasury,—which, under other circum-
stances, would be incumbent on us.
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.sleeping on account of the cold, (she died a few
weeks afterwards from the effects of the burns,)
we take the boat again for K'mahmo, and stop for
the night in a government zayat at & Burman vil-
lage.

The next village is a short distance from the
mouth of & small stream. Only a few Christians
assemble for evening worship, as there are but
few houses in the village. They have an efficient
pastor, who has heen recently called to Tahkrai.
The chapel is a neat structure of bamboo. From
this point we return at once to Maulmain.

LeTTER FROM M18s NORRIS.

Learning to Read without a Teacher.—Bas-
sein, April 16, 1872.— School closed on the 26th
of March, and I left next day for the jungle, to
visit some churches in the north part of the Bas-
gein District, in order to excite fresh interest in
the school work. * * *

I met an old woman who interested me much
in the story of her conversion and endeavors to
learn to read. She was a young girl, when the
gospel first reached Burmah, 8he heard and be-
lieved. A native preacher gave her a hook and
a lesson in reading, and then went on his way.
The book she carried in her bosom, and at early
dawa would go far back into the jungle, look
round carefully that none were near, take out
her boek and look at it. Not one word could she
understand. Then she would try to remember;
but it was all gone. Then, putting up her hands,
with uplifted face, she would pray—*0 God, help
re! +©.God, help me!” Then, looking again at
her book, she remembered—this word, he said,
washeaven — that word, he said, was earth:—
and so on, picking out word by word, with a lit-
tle help at rare intervals, she learned to read.
She told me.of some one overhearing her once,

- and asking.herto whom she was talking; hiding
her book, she answered that she was talking to
herself. The tears were in her eyes at the re-
membrance, but she brushed them away, with
the shame at showiag any emotion, natural to a
Karen. .I wish yoa could have heard and seen
her .vivid descriptien of her fear that the Bur-
mans would find out about her book, for they
were sadly persecuted in those days.

Need of Helpers.—At the next village I found
a living church, hard at.svork among the heathen
in the vicinity. At the .next, a sad tale of fail-
ure of crops and declension from grace; and so
from village to village, with varied experiences
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till I am drawing near town again. The general
truth that I have gathered is, that this people
sadly need a helping hand, an encouraging word,
und a bond of fellowship with their white brethren
in town. They are so ignorant, they have so little
with which to defeat the enemy of their souls;
and the mass of the people we cannot reach at
all, save by visiting them in their jungle homes.
There is so much need of laborers! Who will
pray the Lord of the harvest to send them into
His vineyard?—and a more vital question yet—
will they come?”

Le1TER FROM MR. CARPENTER.

Karens in Siam.—Mr. Carpenter, who left Bassein at
the beginning of the year to return to the United States,
travelled through Siam. Miss Norris rends an extract
of a letter from him, dated Feb. 23. He says:—

We have passed through the regions of Karens.
It is now about a week since we saw the last
ones in their own homes; although there were
others further down the river, but at a distance
from the river-bank. Our thoughts have natu-
rally been almost wholly occupied during these
past six weeks with these Siamese Karens—their
locality, numbers, and how they can be reached
by the gospel. They are here in this Red Stone
River valley, as we had heard; but they are not
as numerous a8 we expected. And although
there is almost no one else living three-fourthe
of the whole length of the river from the source
down, still they are scattered—very much so.
Most of the villages are probably on the banks
of the river, though without doubt there are
many, especially Sgaus, back at the foot and on
the sides of the mountains. Our preachers were
able themselves to visit many of these villages,
and heard of many others, and doubtless there
were still more of which they did not hear.

Prospects for a Mission Family.—I suppose
there can be no doubt that a missionary who is to
labor among them could do so most advantageous-
ly from Cam-boo-ree as a base. There are of
course no white faces there, and at present the
wants of a white face are not on hand. But I
think there is no doubt that a mission family
could live there very comfortably. To draw
stores from Bangkok would be no more difficult
than for us in Bassein to do so from Rangoon.
There is also a large Chinese population; we
judge it to out-number considerably the Siam-
ese.

These Chinamen could certainly furnish the
mission family with bread, pork, tea, vegetables,
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and 'would probably make the best servants. The
location of the town, too, is fine, just atthe
junction of the Red Stone and See-sa-wat branch-
es, on the East-bank, and on high land. A high,
healthful location would without difficulty be se-
cured. ~

Numbers and Character of Siamese Karens.—
The whole populaticn of the Red Stone Valley
we estimate at about 5,000. This, compared with
the 20,000 of Bassein, may seem a small field.
There are, however, if our information is cor-
rect, about an equal proportion of Karens in the
See-sa-wat valley. Besides these, up farther
North, to the West and South-west of Rahaing,
is said to be a large population of Karens, al-
most entirely Sgau. Those in the Red Stone and
See-sa-wat valleys are about equally divided
between Pwos and Sgaus; if anything, the former
predominating. The character of the people is
the same as those we already know ; théir habits,
prejudices, superstitions, simplicity, are the
same. The native preachers who have been
among the heathen of Henthada and Bassein
think these less hardened, less inclined to dis-
pute. We have seen individuals from several dif-
ferent villages who seemed to listen to the truth
kindly—to wish to understand it: a few, even
hungry for the words of life. There is reason
to believe that faithful, persevering labor among
them will be reward:d by similar success as
among other Karens.

SIAM.
Chinese Mission of Bangkok.
LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE.

Visit to Banplasoi.—Banplasoi, Jan. 28, 1872.
One object of my visit to Banplasoi, at this time,
was to take some of the Banplasoi brethren
back with me to observe the Lord's Supper with
us in Bangkok on the first Sabbath in the Chi-
nese new year, Feb. 11. We seem to be able to
do very little for this station, at leastas com-
pared with the work that is really necessary.
Our direct efforts are limited to occasional visits,
and the amount of work that I can do seems al-
most too insignificant to mention. I should be
quite discouraged, did I not know that God is
able from the least of seeds to produce a tr.e
greater than all the herbs.

Review.—Jan. 20 was the third anniversary
of our arrival in Bangkok. Three happy years
have they been, and to us three prosperous years.
@God bas bestowed His blessings without stint.
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He has provided us with everything necessary to
our comfort, and has granted to us a degree of
health almost unknown to missionaries during
the first year of their work in Siam.

Progress in the Language. —My progress in
the Chinese language has not been all I could
wish, although it may be all that I could expect.
As I think of previous visits to this station, I
find I have gained some knowledge in this diree-
tion. To-day I found it easier to preach than
ever before. One year ago, it was with great
difficulty that I could use the Chinese in prayer,
and I was frequently embarrassed in trying to ex-
press my thoughts. Now I find real enjoyment in
praying with my Chinese brethren. From remarks
which I have heard, I judge that my prayers are
better understood than my attempts at preach-
ing.

Sources of Encouragement.—I enjoyed the ser-
vices to-day, as we had a good number present,
one of whom has long kept away from our meet-
ings. I hardly know much we ought to expect
from the brethren here, who are left so much to
themselves. I shall rejoice when the Lord so
prospers us that a missionary family can be es-
tablished here permanently. These people need
to know how Christians live, as well as to hear
what they teach.

Two converts were baptized by Dr. Dean in
Bangkok recently. One of these gives us en-
couragement; for he seems to have been taught
by the Spirit. We have great cause for grati-
tude to God, that while He does not permit us to
see ‘‘a nation born in a day,” He does keep us
from despair by granting us evidences of His
power.

A Good Sabbath.—Sunday, Feb. 4.—This day
has been one of the way-marks, indicating, as I
hope, some progress in my work. I am still at
Banplasoi, but hope to be in Bangkok before an-
other Sabbath. The brethren and others came
together as usual this morning, and we had a con-
gregation of about 25. Our native preacher is
in Bangkok, and I took the entire charge of the
services. My subject was Christ’s narrative of
the rich man and Lazarus. I tried to enforce
some of the prominent truths there presented,
and had for encouragement indications of intelli-
gence and understanding on the part of many
of my hearers. I felt a kind of freedom in
speaking, which gives me encouragement in look-
ing forward, and three years hence I hope to
have more than double my present command of
the language.






