
� � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �



1873.] 7The Present State of our Mixtion*.

to Ongole, about 70 miles north of Nellore. Since this date remarkable prosperity lias attended

the mission. The conversions have been numbered by thousands. Rev. A. V. Timpany and

wife joined the mission in 1868, and Rev. John McLaurin and wife in 1870. The station at

Ramapatam was occupied in 1870. It is on the coast, about midway between Nellore and Ongole.

A building for a Theological School was erected the year before last, ami the school wa9 opened

in September of last year. Rev. Edwin Bullard joined the mission in 1870, and Miss A. L. Pea-

body the last year. There are now 9 churches in the mission with a membership of about 2,500,

and about 40 native helpers of all grades. Revs. L. Jewctt and E. Bullard are at Nellore,

Sirs. Jewett being in this country. Rev. J. McLaurin and wife are at Ongole, Rev. J. E.

Clough and wife being in this country. Rev. A. V. Timpany and wife, with Miss Feabody, aro

at Ramapatam. The mission needs to be reinforced at once with at least three new families.

There are one or two important centres which ought to be occupied, but which must lie waste

until reinforcements can be sent.

CIIIXA.

The Missions to the Chinese date back as far as 1833, when Rev. John Taylor Jones left

Rangoon in March of that year, and settled in Bangkok, the capital of Siam. It is situated

on the Meinam River, about 25 miles from the head of the Gulf of Siam. Mr. Jones came in

contact with a large number of Chinese, who visited Bangkok for purposes of trade, many

of whom fixed their residence there. The first four converts baptized by him were

Chinese. This circumstance, coupled with the fact that this portion of the population

proved most accessible, led to the determination to establish a mission among them. Rev.

William Dean, now the venerable Senior Missionary at Bangkok, was accordingly appointed,

in 1834. the first missionary to the Chinese. He remained a few months at Singapore, study

ing the Chinese language, and reached Bangkok in June, 1835, and entered at once on his

labors as a Chinese missionary. This station, and the one at Macao, a port under the jurisdic

tion of Portugal, occupied in 1836, by Rev. J. L. Shuck and wife, were intended as points of

approach to China, as soon as that country should be open. At length the treaty between

China and England, in 1842, ceded the island of Horg Kong to England, and opened the five

ports of Canton, Amoy, Fuhchau, Ningpo, and Shanghai to English commerce and the resi

dence of foreigners. In February of that year Mr. Dean left Bangkok for the purpose of

selecting a new point for a mission in China. He arrived in Hong Kong in the following June,

and thence proceeded as far east as the island of Chusan. As the degree of toleration that

would be accorded to foreigners was yet very doubtful it was thought wise to locate the mission,

for the time, at Hong Kong. Mr. Dean and Mr. Shuck accordingly decided to settle at this

point, nnder the protection of the English flag. Mr. Dean had heretofore used the Tie Chiu

dialect, and he therefore confined his labors to that portion of the people who came from the

Tie Chiu province. In May, 1843, a church was constituted composed of the Tie Chiu people.

This was properly the beginning of »hit is now known as the Southern China Mission. That

little church continues to this day, though Hong Kong is now only an outstation.

Swatow, about 150 miles ea>t of Hong Kong, is now the headquarters of the Southern

China Mission. Since its removal from Hong Kong in 1869 it has been under the care of Rev.

J. W. Johnson and Rev. William Ashmore. On the 8th of October last, Mr. Johnson was

stricken with paralysis, and on the 21st of the same month ent red into rest. His lamented

death is noticed elsewhere. Rev. S. B. Partridge, late of the Chinese mission at Bangkok, has

been transferred to Swatow, to fill the vacancy occasioned by Mr. Johnson's death. There are

now 2 churches on the mainland, with 142 members and 11 native preachers. The mission is

one of the most prosperous in China.

In the autumn of 1843, Dr. D. J. Macgowan arrived in Chusan, an island on the eastern

co tat of China, and thence went to Ningpo, one of the five ports, where he established a mission

hospital, and where he remained several years dispensing to the bodily ailments of the people,

and teaching them the new doctrines of Christianity. This was the seed from which has

grown up the Eastern China Mission, of which Ningpo is at present the principal station.

Rev. E. C. Lord arrived at the station in Jane, 1847, and Rev. Josiah R. Goddard in 1848.

Mr. Goddard died in 1854, and Mr. Lord resigned in 1863. The present personnel of the
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The Mission in Sweden dates back to 1853. It was aided at first by the American Baptist

Publication Society, but in 1866 it had {frown to such proportions that that Society desired to

transfer it to the Missionary Union. The word of God has grown and multiplied among the

people wonderfully. Where in 1853 there were only a few baptized believers, there are now 10

associations, 220 churches, 9,000 church members, and 129 pastors besides evangelists. And still

the work grows.

The Mission in Spain was adopted in 1870. It is under the superintendence of Rev. W. I.

Knapp, Ph. D„ and has been attended with a good degree of success. There are now four

ehurches with nearly 200 members.

The Mitsion to Greece was reopened last year under the charge of Rev. D. Z. Sakellarios. .

The Lord seems to smile upon the labors of the missionary, though we arc not able to record

any signal display of his power in the awakening of the people.

A TOUR AMONG THE KARENS OF SIAM.

BT REV. C. H. CARPENTER, MISSIONARY IN BURMAH.

plan and purpose. cuted from a base in Siam itself, under the

Ever since the days of Boardman, the locale, immediate direction of American teachers,

numbers, and disposition of the Karens in Siam would give far more light and inspire more

towards the gospel have been subjects of fre- confidence than the desultory visits of native

quent conjecture and deep interest to the preachers, who are often suspected of being

Christian Karens and their missionaries in Bur- spies from the adjacent kingdom,

mah. The elder Vinton made long preaching Meanwhile the attention of Baptist brethren

tours beyond the Thoung yeen River towards in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had been

Rahaing and Zimmay, north of Siam proper, turned to this field, and the plan of establishing

Mr. Brayton visited Pwo villages on the Siam- an independent mission to the Karens in Siam

e«e bonier twice ; once from Tavoy, and was discussed.

again from Maulmain with Mr. Harris, but was My own' interest in the field had been so

turned back by small-pox and the opposition of strong, that on the return of Dr. Binney to the

native officials. From its origin, the Burmah Seminary in 1866, I wrote to the Executive

Baptist Missionary Convention contemplated Committee, urging them to enter upon it, and

evangelistic work in regions unoccupied by the offering myself for the work. The Committee

local Home Mission societies. It was early favored' the plan, but did not deem it praclica-

seen that no more appropriate Karen field could ble at that time. My interest in it continued,

be found than that in Siam. Accordingly na- however, and when from failing health a jonr-

tive missionaries were repeatedly sent by the ney to America became necessary, we deter-

Convention across the border. They preached mined, Providence permitting, to go by way of

in a score or more of villages. S'Quaine lived, the Karen villages in Siam. Our health had

with his wife, for more than a year in a Pwo suffered from excessive care rather than from

Tillage on the head waters of the Me-klong disease and bodily fatigue. We hardly expected

River. These brethren reported that the Ka- to escape mountain fever altogether, but we

rens whom they reached generally professed to were accustomed to jungle travel, and felt

be afraid that their Siamese rulers would be sure of a welcome and assistance from Ka-

angry with them if they should change their re- rens everywhere. The plan did not therefore

ligion for that of the white man ; and that on seem to us presumptuous, and the ends to be

account of this fear or from natural indifference gained seemed to justify the risk. These ends

to religious truth, but few would listen long to were,j?raf, full and accurate information as to

their preaching. These somewhat discouraging the numbers of the Karens and the extent of

reports did not satisfy us that a properly con- territory occupied by them in Siam, their lan-

rtitutcd mission to the Karens of Siam would guage and religion, the real attitude of the

be unsuccessful. A mission steadily prose- Siamese rulers towards missionary operations
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at a distance from the capital, the views of mis

sionary brethren at Bang-kok on these sub

jects, the best location for a Karen mission

station, etc. ; anil second, making known to all

whom we could reach the way of salvation, as

fully as our time would permit.

THE START.

Accordingly, we left Bassein and all its im

portant interests, Jan. 2, 1872. In Rangoon I

met brother Hopkinson, and made over to him

. the funds and accounts of the Sgau Karen

schools and mission in Bassein. I also procured

from Mr. Fowle, the Siamese Consul, a pass

port to Bang-kok with the broad seal of the

royal white elephant, which proved to be of es

sential service. We left Mauhnain Jan. 17,

by boat, and reached the most eastern Karen

church in the district, the one at Kyah-eng, on

Friday the 19th. Here we completed our

preparations and hired three elephants for the

journey to Pra-thoo-wan in Siam. Our party

consisted of Mrs. Carpenter and myself ; a Ka

ren lad going with us to America, at his father's

expense, for an education ; two ordained

preachers, Myah-oo of Maulmain, Sali-poh of

Bassein, and two recent graduates from the

Seminary, Ger-pau and Ng'pok, also from

Maulmain and Bassein respectively ; besides

quite a party of Karens, mostly Christians, who

avail themselves of our protection across the

bonier, where they hope to buy elephants.

After a delightful Sabbath with brother

Rand, the aged pastor Tah-oo, and other old

frieuds in this Christian community, we started

on our journey of six hundred miles through

the wilderness to Bang-kok. Our continual

prayer is that the Lord will bless the journey

to the enlightenment of souls, and to the ad

vancement of the bounds of his kingdom until

it shall embrace hundreds of villages on the

mountains of benighted Siam.

GENERAL COURSE.

Our general course is southeast. For five

days we followed up the eastern bank of the

Attaran River and one of its branches to the

mountain pass, through which we enter Siam

ese territory. There are several Pwo Karen

villages on this route, anil many in the Wau-

ran valley, which lies parallel to this on the

west ; there are also a largo number of

Sgau villages north of this in the Houng-da-

rau valley, all of which are perishing for the

gospel. Brother Rand and the native brethren

associated with him have a wide field to culti

vate, and much of it has hardly been broken.

When shall we see the heathen Karens in Brit

ish Burmah as well as in Siam turning to the

Lord in thousands as they did in former days ?

The Christians in Bassein and Maulmain have

much of the missionary spirit, but they have

too little faith in the efficacy of Christian effort.

They exaggerate tho hardness of the heathen

heart.

All of the Pwos in this vicinity are pro

fessed Buddhists. At Kroo-see, Shway-poo-hat,

Kwah-te-ree and Poo-Kau, we tried to tell them

of a Saviour. A few listened with interest,

but it was the time of their great semi-annual

feast, and in two of the villages which we

passed through, the people had come together

from miles around for a merry-making and to

go through with the forms of a lifeless religion.

The pagodas which they build on the.-e occa

sions are merely conical piles of bamboos set

up on the larger end and bound together.

These piles are solid, perhaps twelve feet in

diameter at the base, tapering upwards, and

topped out with a tall bamboo and an open

umbrella over all, perhaps one hundred feet

from the ground. Outside of the clear space

around the pagoda there are frail bamboo al

tars covered with cheap offerings, and spacious

booths for the priests' anil musicians' use, and

others for the people to lounge and sleep in.

DANGER AHEAD.

From the Inspector of Police at Nat-Khy-

oung and the one at Kannee, we learned that

orders had just been received to look out for a

baud of 80 or 90 dacnils, who were said to be

proceeding southward directly across our track.

At Poo-Kau, the last village in British territory,

where we slept Thursday night, we were told

that men from the village, while out hunting

near the border, had heard several musket shots.

As ordinary travellers would have come' through

to the village before our arrival, they feared

that the shots were fired by robbers. Our

party was a strong one, but the Karen traders

were considerably alarmed by these reports.

Friday evening, however, after a long day's

march, during which we too heard shots ahead,

the mystery of the firing was explained. On

the island at the fork of the river where we in

tended to camp, we came upon a large party

of K'wahs, numbering 105 men, women, and

children. On account of severe oppression from

the Siamese officials, they had fled from their

homes in the Se-sa-wat valley, six days' journey

eastward. Some of them could speak Karen,

showing that there are Karens where they

came from. They had travelled mostly by
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night, avoiding the villages. Their rice was

all gone, and they were pinrhud with hunger.

We gave them all we could spare, and jrreat

»as their gratitude. They had just completed

some thirty bamboo rafts, on which they em

barked the next morning. Sammy, our " ele

phant captain," a Christian Karen from Kyah-

eag. was very anxious to have them stop and

settle near his village, hoping that they would

thus hear the gospel and become Christians.

He loaned them several rupees to buy food with,

ml they promised to stop at Kyaheng till his

return.

CROSSING THE LINE.

Friday the trail ran for 12 or 15 nii'es al

most under the shadow of immense limestone

cliff* from 1.000 to 1,500 feet high. Saturday

morning we began to approach the boundary,

the ascent still gradual for the most part.

Aboat 9 A. M-, we reached the remains of an

old Pegaan stronghold, placed here doubtless to

guard the pass against hostile incursions from

Siam. The moat and ramparts and a large

tank are still visible. By this route the great

Alompra marched his army in 1767, when he

destroyed the old capital, Ayuthia, and slew

the king of Siani. By this route, we hope,

scores of native missionaries will go on their

errands of mercy from the churches in Burmah

to their heathen brethren in the Me-klong val

ley.

At 11 o'clock, contrary to our custom, we

baited two hours for dinner at the last water in

British territory. Half an hour's march from

this point brought us to the .boundary at

" Three Pagodas," so called. They are merely

three large piles of rough stones, heaped to

gether by the boundary commissioners of the

two countries. From this point we went on

rapidly- by an easy, descending trail till an hour

after dark, when we camped on the ea-tern

bank of the Than-ga-lay river. Here we spent

oar first Sabbath in Siam, far from the habita

tions of men, but happy in the conviction that,

as in Burmah, thousands of the elect shall yet

he gathered in this dark lai,d.

A DETOUR — 9GAIT KAREN.

Early Monday morning we resumed our

march. At 8 o'clock we left the main road to"

Bang-kok via Weng-ka which travellers oidina-

nlv take, and proceeded in an easterly direc

tion to the village of the Pwo Karen governor

of Pra tboo-wan, the highest Siamese official

this side of Kan-boo-rie, where we arrived at 2

p. M. Tbere is a belt of Sgau villages to the

south of this, and a larger one to the northeast,

but all in this vicinity are l'wo. While the

Pwo Karen dialect varies exceedingly in dif

ferent districts, so that our Banein preachers

could understand and talk with the people here

with difficulty, the Sgau language is substan

tially the same wherever it is spoken. It is

providential that the Bible was first translated

into Sgau Karen, that too at Maulmain, which

is nearly the geographical centre of the Sgau

Karen habitat. For the same reason, it is for

tunate tint the Sgau language was adopted

from the beginning for use in the Karen Theo

logical Seminary. In the College as well as

the Seminary, some one dialect must be fixed

upon as the medium of vernacular instruction

for Sgaus and Pwos, for Bghais and Mopghaa

alike. The Sgau is undoubtedly the best

adapted for this purpose.

KIND RECEPTION.

The governor received us with great cordial

ity. His people insisted on feeding our whole

party, over thirty in number, during the three

days of our stay. He gave us all the information

we required as to the locality and numbers of the

Karens. His district is covered with rugged

hills, and abounds in rocky fastnesses known

only to the Karens themselves. During the

centuries of war between Burmah and Siam,

this has been the track lollowcd by Hostile ar

mies from either side, hut the Karens have

always had secure asylums for themselves and

their cattle. They have long been practically

independent of the Siamese. The other races

are taxed to the very limit of endurance, but

no tax or service of any kind is exacted from

the Karens, except to convey occasional mes

sengers of the King from oue village to the

next.

The governor professes to be a Buddhist, and

supports quite a large monastery, in which his

son is one of the novitiates. The people pride

themselves on a strict observance of the Buddh

ist law. Tliey drink no arrack, and keep no

fowls or pigs for slaughter. But observation

here, as below, convinces me that the Siamese

Pwos profess Buddhism mainly because it is

the King's religion. Even the priests do not

understand the tenets of Buddhism well enough

to defend it. They have no brick or stone

pagodas, no idols, so far as we saw, save half

a dozen small ones about a finger long. The

Sgaus quite generally retain their primitive su

perstitions without adopting Buddhism.
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PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

We preached to the people here and to their

priests faithfully. The native brethren went

out to all of the surrounding villages within a

day's journey and preached, the people every

where listening well. But the governor loves

his oflice too well to imperil it, as he supposes,

by accepting the new religion. The people

around him generally refuse to believe that the

King would tolerate Christianity in his domin

ions. They say that nothing but the sight of

an edict of toleration under the royal seal will

convince them. We leave them, as we left so

many on thn journey, with the sad conviction

that they neither understand nor care to un

derstand the truths which they have heard

about God and eternity, unless they can be as

sured of protection against temporal loss. At

the same time, if the truth as it is in Jesus

were preached here long enough, patiently and

lovingly, it would surely be received by some,

and the truth would free them, as it has freed

so many like them, from the fear of man and

demons.

RIVER TRAVEL.

At night the cold in this narrow mountain

valley was severe, and the Karens in our party

suffered much. The danger of contracting

fever under such circumstances, when the sys

tem is relaxed by hot days and the fatigue of

travel, is great. On Thursday, as the elephants

from Kyah-eng had returned, the governor sent

three of his own to convey us and our baggage

some twenty-five miles to the bank of the Red

stone or western fork of the Me-klot)g River,

at Tee-wah-plong. Here we obtained small

dug outs, in which to make the remainder of

our journey. From this point we followed the

Red-stone, shooting nearly a hundred rapids,

to its junction with the eastern fork at Kan-

boo-rie. The valley is narrow, and most of the

villages are on the banks or within a few miles

of the river. We divided our preaching force

into two or three parties, and made it a rule to

visit every village within half a day's walk of

the boats. In this manner we offered to the

inhabitants of forty-three Karen villages free

pardon and eternal riches through Jesus Christ.

In some places, particularly among the Sgaus,

considerable interest was manifested. We

might give interesting details of conversations

with various individuals, but they would per

haps mislead the reaxler. The general attitude

of the people was like that of the people in

Pra-thoo-wan. " Give us proof that the King

will not molest us, and we will learn to read

your books, — perhaps we will worship your

God." We have no evidence that a single

soul accepted Christ through our preaching,

but we are certain that many hundreds heard

of Him who had never heard before. If we

could have tarried longer, favorable impres

sions might have been deepened into saving

convictions. As it is, our hope is in God and

the labors of those whom He may send after us.

KAN-BOO-RIE TO BANG-KOK.

Within two days of Kan-boo-rie the Karen

villages left the river bank, retreating towards

the mountains on the west and south, and

the Talcing villages began to appear. Above

that point, there is hardly an acre of level, in

terval land, and the entire population, with

the exception of twelve or fifteen Talcing fam

ilies, is Karen, the Sgaus and Pwos being in

nearly equal numbers. This homogeneousness

of population is favorable to missionary effort,

but the villages are small and far apart. We

spent one day in Kan-boo-rie. It is finely lo

cated, and is quite a large, walled town. There

are many Chinamen, which secures a good na

tive market and good servants, in ease mission

families should be located here. We made a

long visit on the Siamese governor. He was

very hospitable and friendly. He showed us a.

Siamese New Testament which one of the

Presbyterian missionaries had given him, and

showed his liberality, if not his intelligence,

by saying that in his opinion Buddhism and

Christianity were the same at bottom. One

day below Kan boo-ric we passed a Roman

Catholic establishment. I called on the priest

for a few minutes. He claimed to have 80O

converts. He is one of eighteen French priests

in Siam, besides their bishop. As in China,

they assume a great deal of importance.

When travelling, they always fly the French

tricolor with a silver cross in the centre, at the

stern of their boats. We reached the kindest

of friends in Bang-kok, February 2G, just forty-

one days from Mauhnain, thankful for so many

journeying mercies, and thankful for another

taste of the comforts and social enjoyments of

a Christian home.

DISTANCES.

The following table of distances between

Maulmain and Bang-kok is calculated from the

number of hours that our elephants or boats

were actually in motion : —

To Kyah-en;,', by bout, 21 hour*, at i miles per hour,

84 miles.
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To Three Pajrodas (hoamhrr), by elephant, 49 hours,*

1 i\ miles p^r hour, \22\ mile*.

T» Pna ihoo tran (or Batu-m am), by elephant, 13J

boors, at ijj mile* per hour, 33 j miles.

To Tee-wali-i.Song ( KeJ-stone), by elephant, 8 hours,

j: -3 miles per hour. 24 miles.

To Kan-lwo-rie, by boat, 75 hours, at 3J miles per

!*nr, Xlk miles.

To Bang kok, by boat, 32 hours, at 8 uvUa per hour,

§S miles.

Total from Maulmain to Ban^-kok, 198J hours, 022}

Biles.

EIFLOBIXG TRIP FROM BANG-KOK.

On our way down the r'ver we heard a' va-

riooe points of Karens living in the Pata-wco

uistrict nortlieast from Bang-kok. I was ex-

retsiiagly anxious to visit them, anil get what

light I could on the dispersion of the Karens

m that direction. My hope was that they

might prove to be the outposts of an extensive

Karen population in the Cambodia valley.

Accordingly, as there was no favorable oppor

tunity at present for securing passage to China,

we started from Bang-kok March Gth, in a

commodious " house-boat," kind'y loaned to us

by Dr. House of the Presbyterian Mission.

Five days" journey up the Menam River and a

targe eastern branch which unites with it at

the old capital Ayuthia, then a day and a half

on foot in an easterly direction, brought me to

one of the Karen villages referred to. The

problem which had brought me to the water

shed between the Menam and Cambodia rivers

was solved at once. The few Karens in this

vicinity are neither indigenous, nor are they

Jroin the East. Their ancestors were captured

by the Siamese in one of their incursions in

the Tavoy district, and were brought to this

distant place to prevent their escaping. Even

here, isolated from the great body of their peo

ple, they are entirely free from taxation. They

had settled among the Laos, and intermarried

with them until the children's children had lost

the use of their own language altogether. A

dozen or two of the older people could still

speak Karen and understand us very well, but

that was all. They received us kindly, and list

ened to our story of what the Saviour has

done, and how their brethren in Burmah are

reading and obeying his word, but they list

ened dreamingly, as if the good news was not

for them. My own heart was sad enough.

We could not stay with them more than a day

or two. Even if Karen missionaries come to

Siam, it would not pay to send teachers to

these few, isolated Karens, who are fast losing

their identity as a people. They know of no

Karens to the eastward of this, although tho

Laos tell them ihat there are large numbers

of a people near the Cambodia River who

greatly resemble the Karens. Mr. Chandler of

Bang-kok confirms this report. The Siamese

officials call them " Kars." This trip occupied

us just two weeks, making in all about two

months of labor for the Karens of Siam.

OPINIONS IN RKGARD TO T1IK. FIELD.

From my own observations and from infor

mation supplied by missionary brethren and

others in Siam, I have formed ihe following

opinions : —

(i.) POPULATION.

The larger part of the mountainous districts

in Siam and the northern Laos States, — all

in fact which borders on British, Burmah, and

much of that in the interior, is occupied by

Karens of the same race, and — allowing for

variations in the Pwo — of the same language

as the Chris ianized Karens in Burmah. They

are found as far south as Petchaburee, in the

latitude of Mergui. llcv. Messrs. McFariand

and Bradley, Jr., have repeatedly visited their

villages in that vicinity. From Pelchaburee a

line drawn northward through Kan-boo-rie to

Muang Oo-tai, thence by a curving line north

ward and e istward across the Menam below

' Rahaing sufficiently far to include the Karens

beyond the river, thence by the reverse curve

back to the west of Chieng-mai or Zimmay —

would bound the Karen country in Siam and

its dependencies so far as now known. In all

of these regions the population is probably quite

sparse.

CONDITION.

The Karens as a people know nothing of the

advantages of a division of labor, as practiced

by civilized peoples, and hence their communities

are small. The main business of every family

is to extract grain enough from the soil to sus

tain life. In the intervals of reaping and sow

ing, each family builds and repairs its own rude

house ; each spins and weaves from the cotton

of their own raising the few garments which

they possess. In their wasteful system of cul

tivation they must labor hard and clear fresh

fields by cutting down and burning the forest

every year, getting but one crop of rice from

the virgin mountain soil. Thus a small clus

ter of related families requires a vast tract of

la id for their support during a term of ten or

twenty years. Then their very stomachs are

in bondage to their superstitions. The Sgaus
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will not raise healthful fruit, for they must follow

their tradition to plant no see<l of which they

cannot cat the fruit the first year. Their for

ests are full of fine game, but the Pwos will not

touch it, neither will they raise pigs or poultry

for food, for the Buddh st law forbids the tak

ing of life. As a result, all of the Karens

whom we saw were suffering for want of a

nourishing and wholesome diet. They eat no

meat, and hardly any fish or fruit. Their t^le

diet is rice and vegetable curries so hot with

chillies, that our Karens could not eat them

with impunity. Christianity would be their

physical salvation. They have many children,

but most of them die in infancy for want of

suitable food and clothing. As Christians there

is good reason to believe that they would mul

tiply rapidly.

NUMBERS.

It is quite difficult to form a reliable esti

mate of the whole number of Siamese Karens

from the imperfect data in our possession. In

the Ileil-stone or Me-klong-noi valley we vis

ited or gained definite information of 80 Karen

villages, numbering by a careful computation

603 houses. If we reckon the villages remain

ing in the south and those back from the river

beyond our reach at an equal number, we shall

have in the western half of the Me-klong val

ley 1,200 families, or about 6,000 souls. In the

eastern half of the valley, including the Se-sa-

wat region, we hear of one head man who has

70 families under him, and others with 20

or 30 each. Two of our preachers, Sah-poh

and Ng'pok'of Bassein returned this way from

Ayuthia to Maulmain. They report the Ka

rens more numerous than on the southerly

route pursued by us, and more ready 'o listen

to the gospel. On the whole, I think it reason

able to suppose that, there are at least 15,000

Karens living south of Muang Oo-tai. Ger-

pau, another of our preachers, returned by a still

more northern route. His repurt agrees with

the testimony of many other witnesses, that the

Karens in the Rahaing district, north of Muang

Oo-tai, are much more numerous than in the

south, the Sgaus predominating. If we add a

reasonable number for the Zimmay district, we

(hall have not less than 50,000 Karens in Siam.

Compared with other peoples, or even with the

same people in Burmah, this is not a large

number, but it is to be remembered that the Ka

rens are nowhere very numerous, and that they

are everywhere a teachable and hopeful race.

An experienced miner in California told me

that hydraulic mining would not pay, a few

years ago, unless from 40 to 50 cents' worth c i'

gold could be extracted on the average from

every cubic yard of earth washed down, hut

now by improved processes seven cents' worth

to the yard will pay. It is somewh.it so in the

Karen work. Thirty years ago we had little

experience, the Bible and school books were

not translated, the Seminary was hardly begun,

the native preachers were few and illy trained.

Work in the more thickly inhabited Karen

fields of Burmah would pay, but while these

were unoccupied, it certainly would not ha\e

been wise to divert a part of tbe scanty force

to Siam. Now our position is different. We

have the Bible complete in Karen. We have

a small army of native preachers trained and

ready to volunteer for this service. They will

do the heavier part of the work. A few miles

more or less of distance is nothing to them.

They only ask a few, good white brethren to

lead them.

(il.) RELIGION.

As to their religion, enough perhaps has

been said. Within five or six years only, the

Phon-gyees of Maulmain have made a grand

effort, with some success, to convert the Karen

timber-men beyond the Thoung-yccn boundary,

to Buddhism. In the Ked-stone valley the

Pwos are generally professed but not bigoted

Buddhists. There are several villages of a

peculiar feet who worship the lord " Too-way "

whoever he may be. There are others known

as "yellow-thread" people; others still are

known as " oil-worshippers.'' The majority

however still keep up their old superstitions

and nat-wcrship. I do not anticipate that they

will turn to Christianity as easily as did the

Bassein Karens under Abbott, or the Toun-

goj Karens under Qua-Iah, but 1 do think that

much fruit may be gathered among them,—

far more than among the Siamese or the Chi

nese, at the present rate of gathering. The

attempts hitherto made prove nothing. In or

der to become real Christians they must under

stand the gospel and feel its claims upon them.

This they have never done. Some of them

have held it at a distance and looked at it cu

riously as the white man's religion, but to their

minds, the way for them to believe and enter

Christianity has never yet been opened. Let

missionaries be located among them perma

nently : give them schools and books for their

instruction, and they will believe that you offer

them the gospel in good faith.
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(ill.) DISPOSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT.

What is ihe real disposition of the Siamese

Government towards Christianity ? Tliere are

American missionaries located in Bang-kok it-

•elf. in Petchaburee, in Ayuthia and at Chicng-

tuai in Northern Laos. All preach and dis

tribute books with perfect freedom ; all testify

to the friendliness of the Government to them

selves personally ; all believe that the policy

of the Government is one of p-rfect religious

toleration. But why is it, that after many

years of faithful preaching by not a few good

missionaries, so few of the Siamese suhjeets have

accepted Christianity 1 It appears to me that

there most have been a latent fear on the part

of the people, similar to that expressed by the

Karens. They know well that the king and

chief nobles have the power of life and death.

They know that for frivolous reasons even ven

geance may be visited upon them. The late

king was for many years at the head of the

Buddhist priesthood, and he was a munificent

supporter of that religion throughout his reign.

The present king, however, seems to be quite

free from his father's devotion to the state re

ligion. It is quite likely that under him the

Siamese will feel greater liberty in religious

matters. The subjoined translation of an ex

tract from the Siamese Calendar for 1871, an

official document, annually published by royal

authority, seems to be satisfactory and is wor

thy of note.

In regird to the concern of seeking and

Loiding a religion that shall be a refuge to

voureelf in this life, it is a f/nod concern, and

exceedingly appropriate and suitable that you

all — every individual of you — should investi

gate and judge for himself according to his

own wisdom. And when you see any religion

whatever, or any company of religionists what

ever, likely to be an advantage to yourself, a

refuge in accord with your own wisdom, hold to

that religion with your own heart. Hold it not

with a shallow mind, with mere guess-work, or

because of its general popularity, or from mere

tradition, saying that it is the custom held from

time immemorial : and do not hold a religion

that you have not good evidence is true, and

then frighten men's feats and flatter their hopes

by it. Do not lie frightened and astonished at

diverse events (fictitious wonders) and hold to

and follow them. When you shall have ob

tained a refuge, a religious faith that is beauti

ful and good and suitable, hold to it with great

joy, and follow its teachings, and it will be a

cause of prosperity to each one of you.".

It is important that missionaries to the Ka

rens should enter the country at Bang-kok, and

make that the base of supplies. If this is done,

there is every reason to believe that Govern

ment will grant them eligible places of resi

dence, and afford them and their converts com

plete toleration and protection.

(IV.) VIEWS OK MISSIONARIES.

With regard to tl.e views of missionaries in

Bang-kok I can bay that while few of them

had much definite knowledge of the Karens,

all, as we anticipated, viewed the project favor

ably. Dr. Dean was very cordial in express

ing his approval. Dr. House of the Presby-

teri in mission, Dr. Bradley of the American

Missionary Association, Mr. Smith, and others

gave valuable assistance and advice. The Ka

rens in Siam are so separate from the other

races, that a mission to them could not inter

fere with the work of other societies. New

missionaries in any country need much counsel

and aid. In Bang-kok certainly they will

never seek these in vain.

(V.) WHERE TO BEGIN WORK.

As to the most eligible location for a Karen

mission station, I had inclined to Kan-boo-rin

and Kahaing, but Rev. Mr. Smith of Bang-kok,

who has travelled quite extensively in the Ka

ren country, advises Mining Oo-tai as more cen

tral and healthful. It lies between Kan boo-

rie and Rahaing, — is about four days by boat

from Bang kok, and eight days for natives on

foot from Maulmain. There is quite a large

Karen population on three sides of the place,

and I incline to think with Mr. Smith tli:.t

for a tentative effort at least, Mnang ()o-t;ii is

the best location. Two men at least should be

sent there at the outset, — one to the Sgaus

and one to the Pwo«. They would need from

ten to twenty native preachers from Biirmah.

As soon as churches begin to be formed,

school work in the Sgau language should be

begun, and in this work well-qualified single

ladies might be of great assistance. The

evangelization of the Siamese Karens cannot

be effected, in my judgment, by natives alone.

Miss Nonis, who has been for two years past

in Burmah under the support of the Nova

Scotia Board, is now probably in Siam with a

company of Karen preachers and fern de assist

ants. It would seem that a lone woman

should be excused from undertaking a journey

and work of such hardship and danger, but

our cste n:ed sister has felt for years that the
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Karen field in Siam !> her destined place of

labor, and now she goes thither, " bound in the

Spirit." Who shall hinder her ? Who can

withhold best wishes' for her success ? From

personal acquaintance with her in Burmah, I

am sure that if her life and health are pre

served, she will do excellent service there, and

all in a modest, womanly way. She will go

more slowly than we could do, stopping for

days or weeks wherever the people show an

inquiring spirit. I hope to hear that she has

been permitted to gather " first fruits " of the

gospel harvest on those mountains. Where are

the men to enter upon this important field in

the name of the Master ?

THE JAPANESE QUESTION.

What is to be the future of Japan ? This

is a question which interests Christians and

statesmen alike. We call it the Japanese ques

tion. In Japan it is the Christian question.

It is plain that the future of that deeply inter

esting country depends upon the question of

Christianity or its present recognized religions.

The spirit in which this question is discussed in

the country itself, will be seen by the following

extracts from an able article in the Mail, one

of the three foreign papers published in Yoko

hama. The leaven is already working inside

the lump.

" The great objection urged against the tol

eration of the Chrtisian religion in this country

arises from the antagoni-m of two cardinal doc

trines, respectively, Christian and Japanese.

The former is the doctrine of the incarnation

of the Deity in the person of Jksus of Naza

reth ; the latter is that of the divine origin

and authority of the Mikado. Each of these

A- ctrines strikes at the root of the other, but

so far with unequal force, that while all the ar

gument which could be adduced to prove the

divine origin of the Mikado would but move

the derision of Europe, the Japanese mind is in

no condition to resi.-t the arguments which can

be adduced to prove the divinity of Chiust,

arguments which have prevailed with the most

lofty and subtle intellects of Europe for fifty

generations. But it is obvious that as the

great Christian doctrine gains in acceptance,

the opposing doctrine, already growing feeble

and unsubstantial, must wane before it, the di

vine authority of the head of the Government

will be questioned, and the basis on which the

whole political fabric of the country rests will

be undermined. No Japanese statesman can

afford to overlook this important fact, and no

foreign critic of the smallest insight or knowl

edge will deny that great caution must be ex

ercised in approaching and handling the whole

matter.

•' By what class of men have the dictionaries

been made, the works on natural science trans

lated, and by whose hands has the opening

been made in the Chinese mind, through which,

in all probability,' our knowledge must event

ually enter it ? By the missionaries assuredly.

It is they who have cast Newton, Whcwell, Her-

schel, and De Morgan into a Chinese form, and it

is they who will throw them into a Japanese form.

Before a mercantile community can sneer at

missionaries, it must first purge its own body,

and afterwards find mercantile equivalents for

a St. Paul, a Livingstone, or a lleber. With

this form of pretension we confess we have

small patience, and we will never consent to

admit an equality between two avocations, one

of which, however beneficent in its effects, is

based on and guided by selfishness, however

enlightened ; and another, which, at least in

theory and often in practice, involves an abso

lute, life-long renunciation of self for the good

of others, and which demands the exercise of

the highest faculties and the possession of the

noblest sentiments to pursue it with ideal suc-

JUNGLE WORK.

The following letter from Rev. A. R. R.

Crawley, of Hcnthada, will be read with inter

est, as setting forth vividly the real work of

carrying the gospel to the heathen at their

homes in the jungle. The letter was written

to the Christian Messenger of Halifax.

Koo-.\K-Yu.\ii, July 29, 1872.

It is the rainiest month of the rainy season.

I am in the heart of the Tharrawaddi jungles.

A small zayat is my abiding place. It is

flanked by a similar building on one side, oc

cupied by a company of Shan pilgrims, making

their way by slow marches away from Shan-

land, to the great Shway Dagong Pag<da at

Rangoon. The Shans are more devout and

more bigoted than the Burmese, even ; but

the woik of evangelizing them has been vigor

ously entered upon. On the other side of my

zayat is a monastery, where the Phongyoe

shows his zeal by making his crowd of boys

shout ,their lessons out togeth-r, with the
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ganl gifts to friends. Let us make our bene

factions testify to our love of the Divine Mas

ter."

The italics are our own. Such words are

worth repeating with emphasis. How few, in

making their holiday gifts, think of a New

Year's gift to Christ I

In Mr. Carpenter's article in this number of

the Magazine, reference is made to Miss Nor-

ris' going on a pioneer jungle tour into Si am.

The following letter from Miss Norris her

self will be read with interest in connection.

We copy from the Helping Hand.

Bassein, Sept. 14, 1872.

Dear Mrs. Carpenter :

.... My heart is full of things I want to say to

you, but I have less time than ever for letter writ

ing now. I ought, by this time, to understand my

Father's ways, and to know his leading, as the

sheep who knows his master's voice, but will not

follow a stranger. He surely leads me on now ; God

forbid that I should follow any other call.

And this all, you will see at once, means Siam.*

Miss lligby goes with me, with Pwo Karen pastors,

though she may probably return before I do.

Mr. Rand, who is going to visit in his own dis

trict, plans to accompany us part of the way, and

assist us all he can. Among the Karens who are

engaged to go, Ng-pok and Kah-po, who accom

panied Mr. Norris to Zimmay, ought to be efficient

helpers. Everything seems to conspire to put me

through easily, just as God always has dealt by me.

I supposed everybody would discountenance my

going, and instead of that, every one helps me on

my way ; though they all seem to favor my spend-

* Miss Norris is probably now earn ing put her cher

ished wish of visiting the Karens iu Siam.

ing the rains in Tavoy, and helping the cause what

little I can there.

What old men will go, I do not yet know. Mr.

Rand thinks he can send one ordained man, and I

hope to take one from here ; but I do not know

who, till after Pastor's Conference. Mr. Rand

writes that Myah-oo had not yet returned from

Siam, and Gur-pau, who is Mr. Rand's personal

assistant, spent a longer time in Siam than the

Bassein men, and found Karens earnest to hear the

gospel north of the road I have spoken of into

that country. I know there are many things to

fear, but I have always found it the easiest road

where the Master led, and / do notfear to go. God

will surely be with me.

One word on another subject. Woman's mission

work has taken root, or rather, I will say has been

planted in Karen soil. We began here in town in

the girls' school to bring our pennies and pray for

Siam, Saturday evenings. Miss Stevens is president,

Mah-lu-thah assistant; and I have written to the

preachers' wives in the jungle to do the same thing,

thinking to prepare them beforehand a little, and ex

plain more i'ully at the Pastor's Conference. Their

funds are to be expended in sending out one of the

advanced pupils here to assist mc in labors for the

women and children, and the funds as they increase

to be expended for more helpers sent out from the

girls' school here. I believe God is in this, too ;

and if it is carefully tended, this plant will nourish.

The girls are interested. I expect Lay-po will be

the one to go ; she has improved very much the past

year. I wish I could take one of the other class

of girls, but they need them here. This is the Way

things stand, somewhat. I have one word more to

add— Pray for us.

Our school has been marked by steady progress

rather than by celerity. I feel pretty well satisfied

with all but some of the scholars in arithmetic ; I

have managed to examine almost every class once a

week, on the week's work. The Bible classes, at

nine, breakfast hour, I have visited very little.

With love to all you. II. M. Norris.

DEATH OF REV. JOHN W. JOHNSON.

The last mail from Swatow, Clrina, brings the sad news of the death of this good man and

faithful missionary. He was attacked with paralysis on the nioruiug of Oct. 8th, and lingered

till the morning of the 21st, when he fell on sleep. Mr. Ashmore says, " Had it been simply

paralysis with which his vital energy had to contend, such a result .might have been long

delayed. The pressure of blood on the brain was relieved by cupping, and consciousness,

which had for a little time disappeared, was restored. But a new enemy appeared. An

aneurism was discovered in the main artery passing through the bowels. Of an encysted form

at first, it soon became diffused, perhaps by the wrenching of the body from side to side, as he

tossed himself about, one side of his body making quick and violent motions, and the other

lying utterly lifeless.

" Although unable to respond to a single word that was said, he fully apprehended the con

dition he was in, and knew all that 'was going on around him. He recognized his friends, and

invariably reached forth his remaining hand to greet them, as they came to his bedside.

Favorite passages of Scripture quoted, or verses of favorite hymns sung, caused his face to

light up, while the warm pressure of his hand, and glances upward, attested how fully his soul

was in unison with the sentiments expressed.

'■ The funeral of Mr. Johnson was largely attended. The Consular and Custom House flags,
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be found m the denomination. To this com

mittee these new societies leave the actual

»p\ioiiitmetvt and designation of missionaries

«nd the oversight of their labors, thus ren

dering harmony of action and wisdom of action

tlmoU absolutely secure. All the knowledge

of the fields of labor, all the experience in the

work possessed by ;uia committee are placed at

the disposal of this new movement, so that we

can have in its operations the same unswerving

confidence which we have always had in the

Missionary Union.

This sea movement proposes to do a very im

portant sork at home. It proposes to circulate

missk-aary intelligence, to awaken interest in

tie work, to organize auxiliary circles wher

ever it is possible, and in all proper ways to

enlist and combine woman's efforts for the ele

vation of her own sex. For this purpose it

proposes to receive woman's voluntary offering,

and asks that this offering shall be strictly

additional to all other and usual contributions.

It fixes the fee for annual membership in these

circles at $1 per year, or two cents per week,

a sum so small as to be within the reach of the

poorest members of our churches, with scarcely

an exception. The 112 churches in Maine that

are without pastors will find in this work some-

dung exactly adapted to their condition. If a

church is dying from inactivity, here is some-

tiling to do to help to preserve its life.

Our churches in the State report a member-

•hjp of 19,511, and they contributed for For

eign Missions, the past year, $3,850. Probably

more than 12,000 of the members are women,

sod if only one third of these were enlisted in

this work, they would thereby double oar State

contributions. Is not this result within easy

reach ? Shall not this or even more be accom

plished during the present year?

What our sisters need in this work is such a

spirit of consecration as Mary Lyon exhibited

twenty years ago, when, returning to Mount

Holyoke Seminary from a meeting of the

Anwrican Board, "She gathered her teachers and

pupils together, and kneeling in the midst of

them, reconsecrated herself and her school then

and evermore to the conversion of the world."

Though this step cost her six of her. best teach

ers, and subsequently many of her scholars,

yet she could never regret such sacrifice for

such an object. We are living in the world's

harvest time, and the whitened fields require

earnest reapers. The spirit in which every

offering should be brought to Christ is well ex

pressed by the words which Longfellow ascribes

to the penitent womin :—

" Thou box of nlabnstcr, ....

Let us go forth upon our pilgrimage,

Thou and I only. Let us search for Him

Until we Hud Him. and pour out our souls

Before his feet, till all that's left of us

Shall be the broken caskets that once held us."

Let our sisters combine with this entire con

secration that spirit of active obedience which

those early Christian women had who " departed

quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great

joy, and did run to bring his disciples word."

No wonder Jesus met them when they were on

such errands as that ! He will still meet and

bless those who do similar service.

NG'l'OK'S NARRATIVE.

BY KKV. C. H. CAKI'E.NTEK.

In our tour among the Siamese Karens, we

were assisted by four Karen preachers. After

two months of pleasant association in labor and

hardship, it became necessary for them to re

turn. Two of them, Ng'pok and Rev. Sah-

poh of Bassein, left us about twenty miles

above Ayuthia, the old capital of Siani. They

were to return by a new route, gome distance

north of that pursued by us in coming to Bang

kok. We all knew that the journey bclbre

them was full of hardship and peril. Their

faith and manhood would be tested severely.

They were more than eight hundred miles

away from home, in the heart of a foreign

country, entirely ignorant of the language of

that country, without a pass and without a

guide. They had to go towards the setting

sun for ten or twelve days across the broad

delta of the Mcnam, in the hottest season of

the year, before they could reach the moun

tains where their heathen Karen brethren live.

They would be exposed night and day to the

attacks of fever, wild beasts, and wicked men.

But they were in the service of One able to

defend them. Why should they fear ? A

faithful translation of their simple narrative

may be interesting, and will illustrate the

character of many of our Karen preachers.

(translation.)

" May grace rest upon the dear teacher and

mama. I send this love letter to the teacher

and mama who love me, and whom I love.

" I wish to tell you what happened to teacher

Sah-poh and me after we separated from you.

After leaving the boat in the morning, we

walked all day till evening. We asked to

sleep in a Siamese house, but they directed us

to sleep in the zayat which the king had built
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some way beyond the village. We went

there, and cooked and ate our rice when it be

came dark. While we were praying and sing

ing, two men came up with swords, and sat

down close to us. We moved away a little,

and they moved after us. Then I was afraid,

and prayed in my heart. Directly we jumped

down and returned to the village and begged to

sleep in one of the houses, but they would not

let us, so we had to go and sleep under a tree.

" Tuesday morning early we got them to

ferry us across the river, and we went on all

day until night overtook us in the midst of

a great plain far from any habitation. We

slept there, the musquitoes biting us dreadfully.

Wednesday we walked all day and arrived at

Supan, where we slept in a zayat. The next

morning, as there were many roads, we hired

a guide for two deals, and came on to S'moh-

loo. Friday we could not get a guide, and

walked on alone. It was very hot and we

could find no water; we were very thirsty, but

God did not bring us to the water until even

ing. We drank, and our strength revived.

We cooked rice, and slept by turns under a

tree. The tigers were pretty bold. Others

who had slept here before had taken great

pains in building barriers to keep them off.

Satunlay morning there was not water

enough to cook with, so we went on all day.

It was fearfully hot, and we were dreadfully

thirsty and hungry. We stopped and prayed

to God to bring us to water. About (bur or

five p. m., God answered our prayer and

showed us two Siamese men. We could not

ask them for water, but made signs, and they

led us to a mud hole where the buffaloes wal

low. The water was thick and black, and

smelled very badly, but we drank it thankfully.

Then the men pitied us and gave us some cold

rice to eat. Then our strength came back,

and we cooked and ate again. Because tlie

Lord's Day had come, we must needs sleep there

by the muddy water two nights.

" Monday morning we bought a bamboo joint

of I he Siamese, and filled it with the muddy

water to carry with us. It lasted till noon.

About three o'clock we became very thirsty

again, and prayed as before, and at evening we

came to a Siamese man watching buffaloes. He

guided us to a Laos village. They led us to the

priest's house, where we lay down after cook

ing and eating our suppers. We were very

tired. Our shoes were all worn out, and our

feet were so sore and hot that we could not

sleep. About midnight I fell into a doze, when

a thief came up stealthily and stole my gun

and bag. I waked and pursued him a little

way, but when I considered that the thievei'

were armed while I had no weapon, I did not

dare to pursue further, and returned. Every

thing was gone except the old clothes in which

I was sleeping, and the money which the

teacher gave me. It was tied around my

waist so that they did not get it. The name

of the village is P'bat, and the robbing occurred

Monday night, March 20.

" Tuesday we walked all day without water,

and arrived at Faibat. We cooked rice and slept

again on the premises of a priest. In the morn

ing we begged a bamboo of the priest, and car

ried water. At evening we reached Mau Kai,

where we slept. Thursday morning we found

a Shan who could talk Karen. He told us that

the Karen villages were two days further on by

a difficult road. So we hired him for Rs. 2 to

guide us to the Karens. Friday evening we,

reached a Karen village among the mountains,

of seven houses. They received us very hos

pitably, and listened to the word of God gladly.

We spent Sunday, March 31, in Ker-poli-gay, a

village of forty-one houses, where they received

us and listened to the gospel gladly. Monday

morning we hired a guide for twelve annas

(about thirty-four cents), and he brought us to

Ker-t'proo. The next day we had company,

and by a hard day's march reached Oo-tau,

where there are many houses. The people

there showed us great kindness, and listened

well to the siory of salvation. Wednesday we

attempted to go on alone, but lost the road and

came 10 Oo-tau-p'koh, a village of only four

houses. We told them about the word of God,

and they listened well. On the morrow they

guided us back to the road which we bad lost,

and we reached Wild fowl Brook that night.

Our feet were very sore, and we stayed here

two nights. Saturday we marched all day to

Me-klong where we spent Sunday. Monday, as

there was no proper road we waded up the

river among the rocks anil along the steep

sides of the hills, to the upper village of Me-

klong. Tuesday night we slept in the forest.

Wednesday we reached a Sgau village on the

boundary. By hard inarching Thursday and

Friday, we reached Mai-tau on the head waters

of the Houny-darau River. Here, as our feet

were very sore, we hired a boat to take us to

Maulmain for Rs. 6.

" Dear teacher, although our journey back

was very hard, our beans never failed. We

were happy continually. Even at the hardest

times we said to each other, ' For Christ's

sake, we suffer willingly and cheerfully. If
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» compare Una our hardness with what the

disciples have suffered, it ii nothing. More-

oret Christ has suffered for us more than ten

thootanil times more than this which we suf

fer.' We comforted each other thus very

tsfltn, but we are not yet perfect. Help us

wits your prayers, in order that we may praise

God with cheerful hearts continually, whether

prcsptritv or affliction betide us in the work of

Christ. '

" One word about the Karens in Siam. Be

tween tfce Se-ea-wat and Red-stone rivers, they

told ns that there are thousands of Pwos and

Sgaas. To the northeast, clear to Northern

Laos, mere are Sgau Karens, but the villages

which we passed through on our return are

mo*tiy IVos. A trader told me that there are

saay Sgaus on the head waters of the Me-

klon Dear teacher and mama, pray for

asl " (Signed) Th'bah Sah-poh,

Ng'pok.

It may be added that they were obliged to

hasten in their journey, owing to the approach

of the rainy season, and the beginning of school

a Basse! n where Ng'Pok was engaged to

teach. They reached home well about the

first of Hay. No account has yet been re

ceived of the return trip of Th'rah Myah-oo

and Ger-pau, who made a still longer circuit

towards the east and north.

HOW SHALL I GIVE?

L Give of your toant. Learn from the ex

ample of this widow to give littles into God's

treasury when you can do no better. This

woman gave of her want; why may not the

peat nwfs of Christ's people who have but

little to give, give in the same way ? Jesus

eoanieuded her ; will He not commend you tor

doing as she did ? Do not think because you

cannot give large sums according to human

reckonings, therefore you may give nothing. \

V when you have only little to give, you do

aet give of your little, when you have more,

yon will not give of your more ; and if you

•huuid have abundance, you would not give of

your abundance. Jesus sits over against the

treasury, and He reckons not as men reckon.

Put in your mites, and your hearts with them,

and He nill weigh mites, hearts, and all. A

thousand dollars out of a thousand loving hearts

weighs more with Him than a thousand dollars

out of one heart. Yes, my brother, your little

offering for God, if it be of your want, and if

it be saturated with the heart's pure devotion ;

if you have enveloped it in prayer, and put the

wings of your faith upon it, may by God's

direction go straight to the most effective spir

itual working.

Your little scrip, my young brother, which

you deposited as your free-will ottering, out

of your scanty means, and of which, as it lay

beside the larger gifts of those older and abler

than yourself, you were almost ashamed ; that

little offering of your loving heart God may

take for the heart that is in it, and with that

meagre material offering carry your heart-offer

ing, as a spiritual force, straight to some other

heart, and convert it to Himself. Young men,

give your half dollars, even, with your whole

hearts, and while God alone shall know how

much good it will do for others, you yourselves

shall know how much good it will do you.

H. Give of your abundance. It will not do

for all to give in mites and farthings. If God

gives you only these, bring these to his treasury.

But if He gives you dollars, you must give bark

dollars ; if He measures out your prosperity in

thousands, you must make your thank-offering

in thousands. The material measure of evt-ry

man's giving must be " as God hath prospered

him." No two mites from the rich men who

frequented the temple would have called forth

the commendation of Jesus. You must not

give little out of your abundance. Such a

gift would not carry the heart with it. Your

heart will demand an offering in pro|>ortion to

your means. The poor widow's heart went

with her two mites, and the gift was great.

Such a gift, or any meagre gift, from you who

have abundance, would not have heart enough

in it to save it from contempt. It would have

no effectiveness, because no spiritual force.

IH. Give systematically. The subject of sys

tematic beneficence has been often discussed.

It is well in this matter,' as in others that be

long to the Christian life, to act from intelli

gent principle rather than from blind impulse.

How each Christian man shall graduate his

scale of giving under the law of Christ, must

be left to each man's conscience, enlightened

by the Word and Spirit of truth. Some give

a tenth of their income. Some increase the

per cent, as their capital increases.

AN EXAMPLE.

I know of one large-hearted Christian man,

whom God has prospered in business, whose

argument and action run as follows : " I

began life with nothing. I was able to do busi

ness and make money by diligence and econ
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field. From a letter we Icarn that a church has

been organized there. So you see that jour old

interest and prayers for Alloor have not been lost.

It is a beautiful place, and will make a splendid

station.

Taking Possession of our Field. — On the 5th

Feb. 1870, we came and planted the standard of

the cross in this new place. The first Sabbath we

met for school and worship in one end of our sitting-

room. The congregation was our servants and

those who came with us from Nellore. Eight days

after wc started for Madras to meet the McLaurins,

and to make purchases for repairs.

Repairs and Building— The entire place was in

a more or less dilapidated state. We began at once

to mend and build, and have been at it ever since.

The first eight months, we expended over $600 in

this way. Since then till the present, wc have

spent Si!00 more. The chapel and native houses

have taken the greater part of the above sums.

Those who come here to study must live in some

place while doing so ; and the houses for them have

mostly been built in the past two years. Additional

house room is needed, but there are no funds.

School. — The school began under a Banian tree,

and was kept under it for several months. The

sand served as blackboard and slates, and the point

of the forefinger as pencil. The school has been,

and is, composed almost entirely of catechists, their

wives and children, young men and women, boys

and girls, who are mostly fitting for teachers. It

has gone on increasing in numbers and proficiency,

and of course in expense. I had great difficulty in

obtaining n suitable teacher. Ezra Keller once or

twice asked me to give the school to him. He said,

" I can serve the Master more by teaching and

training our helpers than by preaching in the vil

lages." I hesitated ; but when his leg was broken,

that ended his travelling days. After he came from

th(! hospital I gave the school to him, and he is

doing well. He is an excellent teacher, energetic,

methodical, and well qualified. We would like to

show you the school, which now numbers over 50.

Be sure your money is not wasted either on tenchers

or pupils. Mrs. Timpany teaches the women and

some of the men to cut and sew clothes. They arc

very apt at learning it.

The Commencement and Growth of our Work. —

On the 28th of March, 1870, a church of 35 mem

bers was organized during the meeting of the

missionaries with us. Within a month we made a

tour in the villages, and our number was nearly

doubled. From that time, with all the drawbacks,

the work has gone steadily onward, until now there

are about 400 church-members. In the Christian

village of Cumbaldinny they have a house, and for

a year have been asking for a teacher. I had no

one sufficiently advanced to give them. Xursamma,

the preacher Pediah's wife, tried for a short time,

but I saw it was only an excuse for a school, and

had her come here to study more. In five other

villages they either have houses built or arc build

ing them. They, too, will have to wait. How it

will be next year I cannot say. I fancy a far larger

number of houses will be built. I am doing my

best to meet the present want, and be prepared for

the future ; but so far have not been able to over

take the work, and to feel that I really have it well

in hand.

Financial. — When I closed the financial year,

the first of October, my mission was S250 in debt.

I have, according to the schedule just come to hand,

less than $900 in gold to carry on my mission for

another year, and clear off the debt of S250. The

catechist and school expense is at present $75 per

month, or $900 for the year. You see my catechist

and school expenses amount to all there is on hand.

How am I to pay' the $250, pay the taxes, travel,

procure medicines, and meet the miscellaneous

expenses of the mission ? It is quite possible that

during the next five or six months 500 or 600 will

be baptized, and a score of new villages opened to

us. What is to be done then ?

To carry on the work here as it is at present,

saving all growth, I must have yet this year $600.

There are specifics to the amount of $200 that I

know of to come in. Where the remaining $400

are to come from is for you, friends of the mission,

to say. We appeal to you to come forward at once

with your help. To be any aid to me this next

twelve months, your donations for catechists and

school must reach the Rooms in Boston before the

first of March. Do not, please, take funds in

tended for tho general work, but let your gifts be

additional.

The Union gave me this year a fair amount for

miscellanies, compared with other missions, but as

they are older, more people arc interested in them

and are helping them. Ramapatam is much as

Ongolc was three years ago. The growth has been

rapid, and calls for prompt action. We point as

evidence to the last trip wc made, when over 100

were baptized, and several new Christian village*

gained.

SUM.

Mimiitm to Oft Chines*.

Letter from Dn. Pkan.

Bang-kok, Sept. 30, 1 872. — In closing the year,

we have occasion to record the goodness of God

to us and our mission. During the year now end

ing, the churches connected with this mission have

contributed, for benevolent and mission purposes,

$239.60. Much has been expended in preaching the
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, and chapel expenses, and the support of the

aged and invalid members of the churches hero.1

The closing Sabbath of the year was spent in

hopeful religions services, and the baptism of three

Chinese believers in Christ, who were- welcomed to

the fellowship of the church. These men are in the

prime of life, from 30 to 40 years ; each has a wife

and children, and they promise to add to the

strength and prosperity of tho church. One of the

number is the adopted son of the old deacon bap

tised during my first residence here ; and he, the

lather, still maintains his Christian integrity. This

son hit before been an object of solicitude to his

father, but he now comes into the church with a

spirit, and the promise of Christian uso-

Two men from Lengkiachu had expressed

x wi-h for baptism, but they failed to reach us on

thai day. There arc still a few hopeful candidates

iere, who may soon come into the church.

Letter from Mr. Partridge.

Bang kok, Sept. 26, 1872. -r- One thing which

rives special satisfaction this year is the success of

Mrs. Partridge's school. She has fifteen scholars

who attend with as much regularity as pupils at

borne, and all of whom are making good progress

in reading and writing Chinese; for she teaches

altogether through the medium of that language.

We were told that a school could not be formed

in which only Chinese was to be taught, unless

each pupil was well paid for attending. But we

were not ready to believe the statement until we

had made a thorough trial. Mrs. Partridge has

proved satisfactorily to herself that such a school

can be formed, and that Chinese boys can be inter-

ested in learning their fathers' language. It re-

quires labor, however. For nearly eight months

the school has been constantly in session, and Mrs.

Partridge has given the greater part of her time to

it. If scholars are absent, she goes as soon as

possible to their homes and inquires the cause. To

six of the boys who come from a distance she allows

fair cents each per day, for their rice. The others

support themselves, but to each of those who get no

aurk for misconduct during the week she gives a

null reward.

She has a very good Chinese teacher to assist

her; and although he had never heard the gospel

previous to coming here, he has now a very good

knowledge of the way of salvation ; for one of Mrs.

Partridge's exercises is the explanation of Scripture

passages, and be himself seems to be studying the

truth carefully. We arc hoping that he will come

out openly for Christ.

1 Add to the forementioned a contribu'ion of 40

seals, equal to 824, by the native members of this

ehveh for the relief of disciples in China; and 26

(kal*. equal to $15, for refreshments to men from a

I on the Sabbath.

We believe the problem of the possibility of *

Chinese school here in Siam is solved.

EUROPEAN MISSIONS,

ifli'.s'ton to ©rrmann.

Lkttkr krom Mr. Wikhler.

Tour to Russia. — Aug. 16, we went by i

from Memcl to Libau, » city of 10,000 inhabitants.

It has the reputation of being the best harbor in

Russia. We were "onscious of peculiar feelings

when we found ourselves surrounded by Russian

officers and soldiers, acting as if they were eager to

hurry us off to Siberia. But we soon discovered

that they had no such intention. As soon ns my

associate presented them his pass as a preacher, they

asked us in the name of the police whether we were

Baptists. That did us no harm, and we received

our passes vitid back, allowing us to travel in

Russin at our pleasure till Feb. 4, 1873. The fear

that we should not be allowed to preach in Russia

vanished, and now we preach wherever there is

opportunity, without fear of molestation.

The Church Revived. —We spent about eight days

in Libau and vicinity, holding meetings with the

church every evening, for the purpose of adjusting

differences that had arisen. A faithful God heard

prayer, in which the dear lireiliren took no small

part, and by his gracious influence almost all re

turned into the church. It was a melting season.

Only a few — persons of very radical ideas— re

main without, and we hope they also will return to

their places in tbo brotherhood of the saints. Oh

how precious is sound doctrine and peace in the

church ! Would that all knew how to value it 1

The Lettish Christians. — From Libau we pro

ceeded through the country to Riga, travelling day

and night without resting. Our way lay through

Russian Lithuania, where we found a mixture of

Lithuanians, Lettish people, Russians, Poles, and

Germans.

Let me tell you something of the Lettish

churches. The wonders of divine grace among

them in the conversion of sinners exceeded all our

conceptions. In some of the villngcs we have as

many as two hundred members. Their religious

ideas are peculiar. The people do not easily laugh ;

they are much more easy to weep. Their Chris

tianity is very earnest. Hence it is that every

difficulty between brother and brother gives rise to

so much labor. They have much talent for preach

ing and praying. They have a very strange way

of speaking, especially the females, like water issu

ing from a water-pot. They are examples of

Christian forbearance. Rough and offensive words

arc scarcely ever heard among them. To preach

to them against vanity would be a waste of time.
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want to put money into his treasury gotten by

dishonesty. I must do business for Christ and

with Christ in a strictly Christian way." If

a man is going to give to God's cause, he does

not wish to steal the offering, or get it by dis

honest and underhanded, much less by immoral

means. The man who has determined to be a

Christian giver, according to the principles

already named, could not be tempted to sell

rum, or keep a gambling hell, or manage a

theatre for Ids life work. At the end of this

year, or at stated periods in it, you will sacredly

devote an offering, be it small or large, to God.

That very fact will not allow you to coin your

gains out of the extorted earnings of the poor,

or let the price of blood come into your hands.

The principle of Christian giving will foster

and encourage the principle of Christian gain

ing. You want to give none but clean money

to God.

It is astonishing how thi- one right principle,

stationed at the very outgoings of our common

life, will direct and control the whole life. Let

selfishness be dethroned and Christian charity

be enthroned in the heart and in the life, and

how surely will everything about that life yield

to the sway of its gentle sceptre ! It lays its

hand upjn our business and, rays, Be true. It

chastens the spirit of avarice ; it cuts up covet-

ousness by the very roots. It checks extrava

gance in personal expenditure, tones down a

too pronounced style of dress and fashionable

living, and puts up the blessed motto, " No

man livcth unto himself," over every avenue

of gain or honor, or preferment. It is a means

of grace.

FOLLOW YOUR ORDERS.

■It is recorded that the "Iron Duke" (Welling

ton) was once listening to a young minister yloomily

complaining of the difficulties of his work in the

ministry, and of the lack of success, when the Duke,

looking sternly at him, said, " Young man, Jollow

your orders." We were reminded of the story while

reading the following paragraph in the Spirit of

Missions for January, 1 873 : —

"Most things thit we attempt are experi

mental, and, therefore, fairly open to be accepted

or condemned by results. If we throw the

electric cable across the ocean, and time shows

that it will not bear the friction of the rocks on

which it rests, or the action of the sea in whose

depths it lies, it is most natural that we should

ab union the project. It was doubtful from

the first ; desirable, but not necessarily a duty.

The trial has gone against us, and we with

draw from an enterprise which experience has

proved to be beyond our powers. . . . If *

sink the shaft of a mine in a promising loca

ity, and '-grow old in getting nothing up " as

recompense for our expense and labor, we at

not justified in continuing our exertions. Be

in all such cases we are but trying experimenl

suggested by our own hopes, impressions, o

cupidity. We were not told to make the at

tempt by any power whose behests we wer

bound to obey, let the the prospects of sucees

be what they might. It is quite otherwisi

with this cause. It lies upon us as a duty t<

attempt the world's recovery for our Master

let the difficulties be ever so great, or the en

eouragements ever so scanty. He to whon

we owe our own Christianity, with all its hope;

and blessings, has left it on our souls " to

preach the Gospel to every creature." It is a

matter in which, positively, we have no option.

Necessity is laid upon us. A thousand or ten

thousand, failures, could not justify us in draw

ing back from the imperative duty. ... It

is true there is much to make the heart sink,

and hope falter ; but still we have the command

and the promise, the example of the devoted

of past ages, and the tokens around us of their

success."

PROTESTANTISM IN FRANCE.

The London correspondent of the Boston

Daily Advertiser, in a lecent letter, gives the

following statement of the present position of

Protestantism in France. The statement is

significant and gives promise of the future of

that country.

" The Protestants form only about a thirty-

second of the population, but they are socially

a Eelect body. They belong for the most part,

to the class of citizens in easy circumstances.

They are numerous in the magistracy and in

the army. A large share of the commerce and

industry, and almost the whole banking busi

ness of the country, is in their hands. In the

Versailles chamber, notwithstanding its cleri

cal character, there are 70 Protestants. A

number of men belonging to the literary and

scientific elite ofxlie country, without themselves

adopting Protestantism, cause their children to

be brought up in the Protestant church."

GERMAN MISSIONS AMONG THE IROQUOIS.

These were begun by the Moravians about

the middle of the eighteenth century, and con

tinued about twenty years. They had a quiet

and not altogether unsuccessful history, id

which it is very evident that vital piety was
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to have his own soul full of the missionary

spirit, which is but another name for the spirit

of Christianity ; to be thoroughly acquainted

with the origin and progress of the missions, at

least of his own denomination ; to gather items

of interest from month to month, and be able

to bring these before the people in his own lan

guage at the monthly concert of prayer. We

Bay in his own language, because the efifect

will be vastly greater and the facts themselves

seem all the fresher, if he thus present them

from the fullness of liis own knowledge, instead

of reading them in the meeting from the mag

azine or paper in which they are printed.

. A COLLECTION FOR MISSIONS.

And another thing to be attended to in the

missionary concert is the monthly collection for

missionary purposes. Prayers and alms are

linked together by the divine arrangement, and

are to come up hand in hand as a memorial be

fore God. No matter how stormy the evening,

or how Bmall the number present may be, the

opportunity should be afforded them of render

ing unto the Lord that which belongs to Him.

We know that it is sometimes said tffat it is

not practicable to take a collection for the

same object twelve times in a year, besides

other collections. But the objection is not a

valid one ; people do not get tired of contrib

uting to such an object if rightly presented, any

more than they get tired of hearing " the old,

old story of Jesus and his love." And the way

to increase the interest of a church in this cause,

or any good cause, is to get them to do some

thing to help it forward. And the oftener

they give, if from right motives, the deeper their

interest and the closer the feeling of identifi-

cation with the cause itself.

TIIE EXPERIMENT TRIED.

The experiment has been tried, and obser

vation proves this to be true. We know at

least one pastor who can look back over a

pastoral relation of thirty years, and give this

testimony. Never a month has passed during

all those years without the monthly concert of

prayer for missions, and never a concert with

out a collection. And we have the best of

evidence that the church which he serves is not

tired of the subject of missions yet, nor tired of

contributing to promote its interests. And we

think all fears upon this point are groundless.

Such are some of the thoughts that occur

to me in connection with this subject. They

are hastily brought together, and but imper

fectly arranged. But the subject itself is an

important one, and the purpose of the remarks

will have been answered, if they shall awaken

a new interest, or lead to a more just estimate

of the value of the Monthly Missionary Con

cert.

AN INTERESTING MISSIONARY TOUR IN SIAM.

BT REV. WILLIAM DEAN, D. D., MISSIONARY IN BANGKOK.

THE START.

In company with Mrs. Dean I have just (Dec.

24, 1872) returned to our Bangkok home, after

an absence of twelve days, spent among the towns

and villages in the region west of the capital.

We left on Thursday, in a five-oared boat,

having on board the cook and kitchen utensils,

with our mattress and mosquito curtains, and

passing through a new canal marked with mile

stones and measuring 600 sen, a sen being 20

woJis or 130 feet. Before entering this canal

we had passed 4 or 5 miles up one of the

embouchurh of the Menam, and at 7 o'clock

that evening were anchored on the western

bank of the Ta chin river, to rest the men and

wait for the tide.

THE SECOND DAY.

At 3 a. m. the following morning we started

at the mouth of another dug canal measuring

800 sen and reached its connection with the

Me Klong river at 11 o'clock of the same day.

During that day we passed through the ex

tended plain of highly cultivated gardens

called Ban chang.

GARDENS.

These gardens are planted with cabbage,

turnips, lettuce, cayenne pepper, garlics and

onions. Of the latter, broad acres of contin

uous gardens spread out in the distance, with

lines of dikes from which the plants, now half

mature, are daily watered. These lands are
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cultivated by Chinese, whose dwellings afford

evidence of industry and thrift, and their wives

and children appear comfortable and well cared

for. They only need the gospel to make them

happy, and brighten and bless their homes.

THE SIAMESE TWINS.

Our Banchang station is south of this region,

and near the mouth of the Me Klong River,

and not far from the birthplace of the so called

" Siamese Twins," whose father is here re

ported to have been a Chinese and their mother

a Peguan. The twins by country may be

called Siamese, because born in Siam. During

our early residence here we met the mother,

who had the appearance of a Burmese or Pe-

guan woman ; and the twins bear decided

marks of their Chinese origin. The parents

sold them in their childhood to Captain Coffin

for a few hundred ticals, and on the occasion

above alluded to, the only inquiry of the

mother concerning them was, — " when they

would send her some more money ? "

A WELCOME.

Leaving the region of Ban chang Friday

night, we passed through one of the outlets of

the Me Klong River and a canal to the Petcha-

bari River, and reached the town of that name

on Saturday, and received a welcome to the

hospitalities of our Presbyterian friends, Rev.

Messrs. McFarland and Van Dyke.

THE SABBATH.

On the Sabbath morning we met with

them and a congregation of forty at their new

chapel for worship in Siamese. In the after

noon I took with me one of our Chinese dis

ciples and a handful of books, and passed

through the town, containing perhaps ten

thousand people, nearly equally , divided be

tween Chinese and Siamese, and held religious

conversations with groups of Chinese gathered

in the marketplaces, or in the shops and dwell

ings. The people all appeared interested to

listen and ask questions. I met one Chinese

member of the Banplasoi church, who had

opened a shop for the sale of groceries ; and

another man who said he was a cousin of Chek

Swan, a former assistant in the mission at

Bangkok. He was over 70 years old, but

healthy and intelligent, and received gratefully

some Christian books, and made inquiries

about the gospel, and his disciples, and his

cousin's children at Bangkok. In the evening

we held an English Christian service with the

few friends at the Mission House, which closed

the exercises of a refreshing Sabbath day.

CALL UPON THE GOVERNOR.

On Monday morning we called upon the

Governor, who is half-brother to the Regent,

and he sent his carriage to take Mrs. Dean to

the large cave in the mountain, 8 or 4 miles

from town. This grotto is 210 feet long, 120

broad, and 90 or 100 feet high, having an

arched roof ornamented with stalactile hang

ings, some of which reach to the floor, or form

pillars near the arched doorway through which

we enter. It would be difficult to conceive

how Sir Christopher Wren, or any other human

architect could construct a cathedral of greater

architectural beauty or acoustic perfection. It

has an opening at the top 15 or 20 feet in

diameter, and is decorated, or defaced, by 140

gilded images of Buddha of life size, and

three more of mammoth dimensions.

A GRATEFUL SURPRISE.

On Monday night at 10 o'clock we took

our boat, and with a favoring tide started for

Ratburi, located on the banks of the Me Klong

River, where we landed the following day.

There vftis handed us a letter from the Regent

to the officers of the town, giving us the use of

his carriage and horses, and the occupancy of

the new house of his son, the minister of war.

The next morning at an early hour we saw in

front of our door the Regent's carriage and

English horses with a coachman and footman

waiting to take us for a drive.

. THE DRIVE.

This seemed a little out of the ordinary

course of missionary work, but we gratefully

accepted it as one of the good things of our

Father's gift, and enjoyed a drive of two or

three miles over beautiful roads across the

plain, and up the hill on which the Regent has

a temporary dwelling for the use of his guests,

from which we feasted our eyes with a long

look at the hills stretching along the boundary

between Siam and Burmah. The sight of a

mountain to us, for the last eight years, has

been as rare a pleasure as a ride in a carriage,

both of which are somewhat elevating to one's

thoughts. On a hill near the Regent's moun

tain house is the foundation for a retreat for

the King, which is to be two stories of brick,

75 feet long and 57 feet wide. The founda

tions of the King's palace on the plain near

the river are of much larger proportions and

to be a grander structure. The Regent's pal

ace on the plain is nearly complete, three stories

•.high, of brick, designed by an English archi

tect and of elegant European style, surpassing
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anything now in the country after European

model. The gardens in front and rear are

nicely laid out, and ornamented with plants

and tanks and lawns, and surrounded by an

iron railing. It was said by the attendants

that the Regent might retire to this palace

when he makes over the reins of government

to the hands of the young king. On these

public works are 500 Chinamen of our dialect

employed as carpenters and brick masons, who

receive their food and from 20 to 60 cents per

day. The poor Laos, employed as burden

bearers, give three months a year of gratuitous

work, and furnish their own food. These are

prisoners of war or the children of such.

A SUDDEN DEATH.

After three days of princely entertainment

in this country seat of rising palaces, we left

on Friday afternoon, and reached Leng-

kiachu at four o'clock the next morning. At our

landing place near the chapel, we were sur

prised to hear at that early hour the incan

tations of the Buddhist priests, but soon learned

that one of the chief men of the placfc arose

as usual the morning before, and seemed in

perfect health, but before noon dropped down

dead. He was about fifty years old, a drug

gist, a man of means, had often been at the

chapel at worship, and visited us at Bangkok,

but was not a believer in Christ. He leaves a

young widow and three little children, the

youngest an infant.

THE EFFECT.

This sudden death has produced a strong

impression in the town and seemed to increase

the solemnity of our services on the Sabbath,

and to give a sobriety and earnestness to the

people as we talked with them at their houses

and by the wayside. During the day, after

visiting the house of mourning, Mrs. Dean had

conversation with several groups of women and

children, of ten or fifteen persons in each, and

on returning to the chapel remarked that she

had never seen in Siam such earnest attention

paid to religious instruction by the women.

She visited one woman, the wife of a church

member, who seems an encouraging inquirer.

The wife of another member expressed strong

opposition to her husband and his religion.

At evening worship that man said the Sa

viour's words were true —"A man's foes shall

be they of his own household." The day,

to us all, was one of solemn interest, and

several applicants for baptism still wait for

further instruction and fuller Christian devel

opment before their admission to the church.

nosiE AGAIN.

We left Leng-kiachu on Monday morning,

and reached home in the afternoon of the same

day, having enjoyed a very successful and

satisfactory tour of nearly a fortnight. On

Tuesday I called on the Regent to thank him

for his kindness, and congratulate him on his

sixty-fifth anniversary.

A CHRISTIAN WOMAN IN EGYPT.

We shall not soon forget a brief call made,

two years ago, on a noble Christian woman

working for the Master, in the city of Cairo,

Egypt. This woman is Miss M. L. Whately,

daughter of the celebrated Archbishop

Whately, of Dublin. She was then, and is

now, conducting a very successful mission

school in Cairo. We copy the following

deeply interesting letter, written to a friend,

from the Female Missionary Intelligencer.

" We have been taking a few days' rest and

relaxation on board a Nile boat; and have

been enjoying the delicious weather. To-day,

which is the last of my holiday, I thought it

would be well to try if some seed might be

sown in a very pretty-looking and evidently

very populous village, about a mile, or nearly so,

from the coast where our boat was moored.

" Mr. Shakoor's father, who is one of our

party, a venerable and pious old man, accus

tomed to evangelistic work, offered to go with

me : and taking a gospel each, and a few

printed texts, we set out across the beautiful

verdant fields ; the barley already in ear in

some places, the lupins (a great article of

cultivation here) in blossom, and the clover

also, in which were tethered buffaloes and cows

feeding on this delicious pasture, which they

only enjoy in spring. The palms grew around

and in the midst of the mud-dwellings of the

village, but dirt and dust and discomfort

seemed to be as usual its characteristics, once

we got into its precincts ; and how it swartned

with children ! all dirty as could be, and uiost

very ragged ; some almost entirely naked, put

many with pretty, bright faces, even under such

disadvantages. I sat down under a mud-wall,

which seemed the least unclean spot witljiin

reach, while my old friend seated himself Ion

the ground under a gum-tree near, and each

soon had a circle gathered round. It appeared

that no European had ever visited the villa; ;e

' before, at least no female ; and I was assaih d

i
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.

BURMAH.

j&Uibm ta ttjc JSurmcsT.

Letter from Mr. George.

Hcnthada, Dec. 7, 1872. — I have been out for

ten days ; came back sooner than I intended, be

cause I found all the people engaged reaping their

paddy, and we could not see any but those too in

firm to work ; yet we had some .good times, and

met some who wanted to hear about Jesus. The

harvest is white for the reapers. Rest assured that

God has not forgotten Burmah ; those sixty years

of toil, of heavy outlay and suffering, have not been

years of useless toil. The seed has been scattered

and is now springing up to bear glorious fruit to

the praise of our promise-keeping Saviour. There

have been some applications for baptism recently ;

but we thought it wise for them to wait till they

knew better the nature of their profusion.

There is a promising work in a village just across

the river from Henthada. A man came over from

there this morning to see me, saying that he is now

decided that Christ alone can save him. There arc

three or four more who will soon give themselves

up to Jesus. In this town the work is very encour

aging just now.

SIAM.

jHtsteion to th,e Cljtnedf.

Letter from Dr. Deah.

Bangkok, Dec. 3, 1873. — Mr. Partridge has

been spending a few days at Bnnplasoi, where he

remained last Sabbath to bnptize and break bread

to the church. One of our assistants returned yes

terday from Lcngkiachu, where he says six men are

waiting for baptism.

Here at Bangkok are two women under Mrs.

Dean's instruction, who expect to be baptized next

Lord's Day. We had good congregations here last

Sabbath, both morning and afternoon. The latter

service was conducted by one of the assistants, and

on Monday morning at our daily worship, one of

the domestics and the teacher of Mrs. Partridge's

school gave a report of the sermons they had heard

the day before. This helps them to heed what they

hear, and indicates how far they understand our

instructions.

After morning worship I called on the Regent,

a man of my years, who has just returned from Rat-

busi, where' he is building a palace for his home,

when he hands over the reins of government to the

young king. He received me courteously, and has

ever treated me kindly, but I fear he is not a friend

of Jesus Christ. At 4 p. M. the monthly concert of

prayer was held at our house, conducted by Dr.

Bradley, rnd attended by sixteen persons, members

of the various missions in Bangkok. Some were

necessarily absent.

CHINA.

^ouHicrn ef)tna i&btsitm.

Letter from Mr. Ashmork.

A Tried Disciple.— Swatow, Dec. 10, 1872.— We

are hoping to have a good year in the vineyard.

Two or three incidents of late have afforded me pe

culiar pleasure. One is the case of a man at Po-

leng, whose wife and son arc already members, of

the church. He himself did not seem inclined to

ask admission. Although he was an attendant on

the services, he never struck me as evincing much

interest in what was said. Recently be was taken

sick and brought down to the mouth of the grave,

so that the native physician declared his recovery

hopeless. Then began to spring up, he knew not

how, some of the seed sown in other days.

His heathen friends began to make arrangements

for the usual idolatrous observances. He was con

scious enough to protest ; told them he would not

have'them, but wished to be buried as a disciple of

Jesus, in hope of resurrection. And he prayed fer

vently that God would let him hold out two or

three days longer, until the disciples could be gath

ered together. He did hold out, and at the end of

the two days began to amend, to the astonishment

of every^onc. He is now out of all danger, and the

brethren say they think his faith has had a pretty

good test. I think with them that for a Chinaman

the test is a good one, and shall not hesitate to bap

tize him when he makes application, as it is now

expected he will do.

A Case of Discipline. — Another incident is the se

quel to some of that merciful savcrity wc have been

exercising in the way of discipline. One of the

female church-members nt Kao Pwo has been par

ticipating indirectly in some idolatrous offerings.

She did not make the offerings herself, but gave the

money to a servant in the family and allowed her

to go. On hearing of this, the assistant there sent

to inquire the truth, and learning that the report

was well founded, he called together the members

in that vicinity and told them they must choose

whether they would serve God or idols. They took

up the case and voted with uplifted hands, one and

all, that the sister in question had broken her vows

and must confess and promise to do so no more ;

and by the same vote she was declared unworthy to

come to the communion until she had purged her

sins by repentance. Finding them all so unitedly

against her, she broke down, and, with a sorrow
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The Gkckhos. — Major McMahon, Deputy

Commissioner of Toungoo in 1869, wrote offi

cially as follows : " The Geckho country on the

northeast of this district, having the Shoungs

on the west, and the Padoungs on the east,

contains IS Tillages with a probable popula

tion of 1,500 souls ' The shortest route

to Mobye", Mone*, and the central Shan states

passes through it." It would not pay, of

course, with so many more important fields to

occupy, to translate the Bible, etc., for so

small a people. They must be reached, as

brs. Bixby and Bunker have been doing, by

native preachers, through the Karen or Bur-

man language.

For many years the balance of trade be

tween Europe and India has been against the

former. Hence there is a continual flow of

the precious metals in that direction. In a

single year Europe has exported to India, in

the mail steamers alone, £2,611,753 in gold

ami £6,550,606 in silver. This is equivalent

to $45,811,795. The problem is, what becomes

of it. None of it comes back, and India is

still as poor as ever.

" We must not forget that there is such an

element in all Christian working as spiritual

farce. It costs millions to lay the pipes and

build the reservoirs for the water-works of such

a city as Boston. But experience has taught

the people of Boston that capacious reservoirs

and a net-work of mains and services will not

alone give them water. The clouds, God's

clouds, are most essential to the effectiveness

of the whole system of works; and let the rain

be withheld a few months, and what were then

the use of all the conduits and pipes and pumps

and reservoirs ? It is so with our works of

Christian charity. Their effectiveness depends

upon both the material and the spiritual force

that enter into them. The power of Chris

tian giving, its effectiveness for good, is to be

estimated more by its spiritual than its mate

rial force. The old log pump, or the old oaken

bucket, will bring more sweet water out of the

farm-house well, fed by a never-dying spring,

than the most costly and complicated hydrau

lic apparatus out of a lake whose spring-heads

are dried up. It is not money power that God

uses to bless the race, so much as heart power.

Money is only the lever by which this heart

power acts upon the world ; the means by

which moral and spiritual forces work out good

for men." — Christian Giving.

Notes on Siam. — Forty kings, belonging

to four dynasties, have reigned on the throne

of Siam. The first king, of the first dynasty,

was crowned in a. d. 1352. The old capital

Ayuthia was founded in 1351. Seven of the

forty kings have been assassinated. The

King of Pegu captured the capital in 1557.

Again, in 1767, the Burmans sacked it and

carried away many captives, after which the

capital was removed to Bangkok.

The late first king (it is a custom of the

country to have two kings reigning simulta

neously : the second king, however, has but

little to do with the government, and on state

occasions must prostrate himself before the

first) had 84 children, of whom 39 were princes,

by 85 different mothers. He reigned 17^

years.

There are 18 French Catholic priests and

one bishop in Siam. There are 13 American

Presbyterian and Congregational missionaries

laboring there. Dr. Dean alone represents

the Missionary Union.

The average rain-fall in Bangkok during the

last ten years was 56.75 inches, or less than

half the average in the towns of Burmah.

Early Romish Missions in Burmah. —

An Italian Catholic Mission was established

at Syriam, opposite Rangoon, in 1721. In

1750 a fine church was built, the brick walls

of which still stand. .Much persecution re

sulted from the jealousies and suspicions of the

warring Peguans and Burmans. In 1756, the

bishop Nerini was beheaded by the Burman

king, and the mission broken up.




