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not, for it is a shame and reproach for any

church or any individual to be willing to stop

giving until as willing to stop receiving. We do,

however, hear it asked, and sometimes almost

in tones of complaint, " Will the wants of the

Union ever be met, or its treasury ever be

full ? " And then we are told that, " the more

it receives from the churches, the more it

seems to want" Yes, so it is, and so it will be

in future. This accords with the great law.

Almost three thousand years ago was that

language written, " All the rivers run into the

sea, yet the sea is not full." And we know

not that it is any fuller to-day than it was then ;

and yet the rivers, with no signs of weariness,

flow cheerily along into the same great sea,

with no prospect of its ever being fuller than it

is now. It would be sadly disastrous if the sea

were full to overflowing. So the treasury of

the Missionary Union receives all these

streams which flow into it, and is not full ; and

there is but little probability that it ever will be

full. And this, instead of being a discourage

ment, is rather an argument why the streams

should continue to flow into it. The results

would be about as disastrous if the treasury

should be filled to overflowing, as if the streams

should cease to flow ; and, were there a possi

bility that it would thus be filled, we should

regard it as an indication that there was a lack

of the plans and forethought, the broad and

comprehensive views, demanded in the expen

diture of its means, and the management of its

affairs. The mutual relations of the Union

and the churches are such, that, in the great

work of converting this world to Christ, they

should heartily co-operate, and not " be weary

in well-doing." A wise policy demands of the

one that they see to it that the streams of their

benevolence be unobstructed and constant in

their flow ; and, of the other, that it plans so

generously and judiciously as to expend with

out waste to the full extent of what it receives ;

and that they both, in the prosecution of the

missionary enterprise, make the measure of

their ability the measure of their obligations.

THE MARTYROLOGY OF THE MISSIONARY UNION.

BY REV. S. F. SMITH, D.D.

The record of the missions of the Ameri

can Baptist Missionary Union is a record

not only of successes, but also of persecutions.

The principle enunciated by the apostle has

been largely fulfilled in them, — " We must

through much tribulation enter into the king

dom of heaven." We recount these persecu

tions not to bring odium upon the individuals

or the governments which have been the

authors of them, but to show through what

difficulties the success of our missions has

been achieved, and over what obstacles the

gospel has triumphed. The persecutions

endured by the early Baptists of New Eng

land, when Roger Williams was banished, and

Obadiah Holmes was whipped on Boston

Common ; when Hezekiah Smith of Haver

hill narrowly escaped severe injury or death

by a stone thrown into his study window ;

and in later days by the baptized believers in

France and Germany, in Burmah and China,

— constitute a new bond of kindredship in suf

fering, and realize the communion of saints in

the long line of the succession of our breth

ren.

The following statement omits the thousands

of instances of domestic and private persecu

tion to which the converts have been sub

jected, and presents only a few specimens of

the nature and extent of the painful discipline

endured by missionaries and native converts.

BURMAH.

The Burman mission was cradled in opposi

tion. The obstacles which the East India

Company put in the way of the landing of the

brethren in India, at the outset, are matter of

history. A man of less perseverance than

Judson would have been intimidated, and

perhaps would have relinquished the enter

prise. The spirit of persecution began to

manifest itself when the second and third

Burman converts were baptized privately,

Nov. 20, 1819. Soon afterwards it became

necessary to close the zayat at Rangoon alto
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gether, and all the inquirers but one disap

peared. In January, 1820, Messrs. Judson

and Colman presented their petition for toler

ation to the King at Ava, and were refused;

the king violently rejecting the little tract,

containing the syllabus of Christian doctrine,

which they placed in his hands. In Septem

ber, 1821, the teacher Moung Shwa Gnong

was compelled to flee for his life. In the

commencement of 1823, the houses of some

of the disciples at Rangoon were demolished,

and the place where they stood was seized by

the government, through the instigation of

those who hated their religion.

At the opening of the first Burmese war,

May 10, 1824, Messrs. Wade and Hough

were put in prison, and in fetters, and on the

day following ordered to be beheaded, but the

order was not executed. Dr. Judson was con

fined as a prisoner " nine months in three pair

of fetters, two months in five, six months in

one, and held two months as a prisoner at

large."

The chief of Kambet in 1829 exercised a

petty persecution which forced the converts to

maintain silence. July 17, 1832, a school

teacher in Rangoon, under the care of Mr.

Kincaid, was whipped, fined thirty rupees, and

imprisoned one day ; the school was broken

up, and the parents had to pay three rupees

for each child in the school. A month later it

was stated that the two schools had been

broken up by the government. Nov. 14, 1833,

a convert in Ava was imprisoned four weeks

for preaching. Dec. 12, 1833, Ko Thaha, the

pastor at Rangoon, was seized and impris

oned; and Feb. 23, 1834, he was put into the

stocks, and fined sixty rupees, under the pre

tence that he was plotting against the govern

ment. Moung Hmeng, a schoolmaster, was

severely scourged, May, 1834. Sept. 9, 1834,

a Karen of Maubee was fined sixty-five

rupees, and forbidden to receive the foreign

ers' religion. Nov. 5, 1834, Mr. Kincaid was

summoned before the Burman court, and for

bidden to preach, and give books. Ko Thaha,

of Rangoon, was again imprisoned, fined, and

twice put into the stocks with his head

downward. At Rangoon, March 21, 1835,

Ko Sanlone was imprisoned and abused for

preaching the gospel. Sept. 24, 1835, forty

Christians were fined on account of their

religion, under the order of the governor of

Maubee. In 1836 there were three churches

in Rangoon, — Burman, Karen,.and English ;

but the members were chiefly scattered on

account of persecution, and few residents of

the city acknowledged themselves Christians.

The same year Mr. Bennett's school at Maul-

main was closed, because the government

required that no religious instruction should

be given.

During the first three years after the com

mencement of labors at Tavoy, the station was

twice broken up, and labor suspended ; and

Ko Thahbyu went out and had a school in

the wilderness.

In 1837 Mr. Kincaid undertook a journey

through the northern provinces of Burmah to

Sadiya in Assam, but was forced to turn back,

having been repeatedly taken prisoner, and

robbed. Ko Ing, who died previous to Feb-

uary, -1837, was reviled and stoned as he

walked along the streets of Mergui. In

August, 1838, four Karens were imprisoned

and put in the stocks at Rangoon. Eleven

Christian chiefs near Bassein were imprisoned

and fined for embracing the Christian religion,

Dec. 31, 1840. A woman in Rangoon was

fined fifteen rupees on account of her religion.

Persecution was stirred up in Akyab against

the native Christians in 1841. Ko Sanlone

was punished for his religion by the stocks,

chains, and hard labor. In 1842 numbers

were forced by persecution in Burmah Proper

to flee over the Arracan Mountains to be bap

tized in English territory, because they were

not allowed to receive the ordinance under

their native rulers. From 1842 to 1853 the

spirit of opposition was a serious interruption

to the work ; and it was the second Bur

mese war only, and the consequent transfer of

more territory, which brought relief. In 1850

Mr. Abbott made two attempts to enter Bur

mah Proper, both of which were frustrated

through the influence of governors on the

route.

In 1850 several Christian Karens in the dis

trict of Maultnain, holding public offices under

the Burmans, were displaced because they

were Christians.

In 1851 Ko Chetthing, one of the converts

who visited America in company with Mr.

Wade, was imprisoned ten months, and then

dismissed, no charge being found against him.

In 1852 the Karens were oppressed by the

Burmans. The native Christians at Toungoo

suffered persecution in their own families.
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The first convert in Enma was driven out of

his home and village by the priests.

The transfer of most of the territory occu

pied by our missionaries in Burmah to Great

Britain has placed the work under the pro

tection of a Christian government, and thus

put an end to civil persecution. Converts are

still subject to opposition from their own kin

dred ; but such instances do not come within

the limits of this article.

SIAM AND THE TELOOGOOS.

In 1855 the labors of the missionaries in

Siam were interfered with by the government.

In May, 1844, the missionary Mr. Day, at a

festival near Nellore, was beaten by a mob.

CHINA.

In November, 1849, one of the native con

verts at Hong Kong was thrown into prison

by the authorities for aiding in building a

chapel and schoolhouse.

Two native Christians made an unsuccess

ful attempt to penetrate from Ningpo to Nan

kin, to put the New Testament into the hands

of Taeping, the insurgent chief, distributing

tracts on the way. One of them was arrested,

and placed in confinement, and a ransom

demanded for his deliverance. A Tui, a

native assistant, was taken by pirates in 1855,

and carried to Kapchu. He preached from

village to village, and from house to house,

during three weeks of his detention, to thou

sands of people. In 1856, two native assist

ants, on a missionary tour in the Tiechiu

district, were arrested and imprisoned, and

treated with much cruelty during their incar

ceration of four months.

In 1856 A Sun and A Ee, assistants at

Hong Kong, were imprisoned four months

at Chau-chau-fu. In 1857 two assistants at

Hong Kong were tortured and imprisoned.

More recently every effort of missionaries at

some points to procure land for a mission-

house and chapel has encountered opposi

tion, and finally been frustrated.

[ To be continued. ]

WOMAN IN JAPAN.

BY MRS. EMORY LYON, OF PROVIDENCE, R.I.

RELIGIONS.

The most ancient religion of Japan is the

Sintoo, of which the chief deity is the sun-

goddess, Ten-sio-dai-zin. This object of su

preme worship is considered too exalted to

be herself addressed in prayer, and is, there

fore, invoked through inferior divinities, called

Kami, and, through the Mikado, her descend

ant The Buddhist religion, established in

Japan before the Christian era, is intermingled

with the ancient Sintoo faith, and from this

union numerous sects have arisen, and the

prevailing religion is a compound of the

two. When the Jesuit missionaries attempted

in the sixteenth century the conversion of

Japan to Christianity, they were surprised to

find in the worship of another goddess, the

divine Amida, and her wonderful son Xaca,

almost a counterpart of their own homage of

the Virgin and Child. And it was their mode

of introducing their religion to substitute

Mary the mother, and Jesus her son, for

Amida and Xaca, the favorite divinities of the

Japanese. Beside the goddesses before men

tioned, Kamon, the goddess of Mercy, is a

divinity much honored and worshipped, and

many offerings are placed at her shrines.

Not only do these ancient religions of Japan

place their female deities on the highest pin

nacle of honor and reverence, but women

were not excluded from the royal succession,

and their early history records many famous

empresses. One of these royal women, after

a triumphant and glorious reign, died, leaving

a son worthy of such a mother. He, emulat

ing her virtues and heroism, was deified by

his subjects, and is worshipped as thejapanese

god of war.

GENERAL POSITION OF WOMAN.

From these divine honors, and the natural
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reaped in the two fields (and I do not need to

repeat the figures that are familiar to you all),

have you longer any doubt as to which of these

spheres of labor for Christ brings the greatest

pressure of duty to bear upon your conscience ?

CONCLUSION.

Let us make an end of talking of any thing

we may do for Christ, in any department of

Christian effort, as a simple charity, in the

narrow and unworthy sense in which these

words are often used. Let us remember that

we are not our own, but are bought with a

price. Let us consider every thing we can

either do or give for Christ as only the pay

ment of a most just debt ; and then let us do

and give all as the spontaneous expression of

a love that can bear all and endure for Him

who bore and endured so much for us ; of a

love that can keep nothing back from Him

who gave himself for us, that, whether we live

or die, we should be his.

" Love to amazing, 10 divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my alL"

THE KAREN TRIBES OF THE CAMBODIA VALLEY AND WESTERN

CHINA.

BY BEV. C. H. CARPENTER, MISSIONARY TO THE KARENS.

The man of money is on the alert for open

ings favorable for commercial enterprise. On

the same principle, all lovers of missions will

be interested in what the intelligent De Carnd

has to say in his " Travels in Indo-Cliina and

the Chinese Empire," of the aboriginal tribes

in the unexplored regions traversed by the

French commission for the exploration of the

Mekong (Cambodia) in 1866, '67.

He first mentions the " savages,*' as he

terms them, in his account of a side-trip which

the party took from Bassac to the mountains

east of the Cambodia, in the latitude of Yeh,

half-way between Maulmain and Tavoy. He

says,—

" There are no pagodas among the savages.

They believe in fairies and ghosts, which do

not live in temples. Round the village to

which we had come rose a palisade to keep

off evil spirits. A bit of bamboo, covered

with writing and conjurations, hung over our

door. The huts were ranged in a semicircle.

We counted as many as seventy or eighty, all

built upon the same plan, which was as simple

as possible. These wretched dwellings are

perched on posts, which leave a commodious

abode, underneath the family to whom they

belong, for fowls and pigs. The women ran

off at a signal from their husbands, so that

we found none but the old people. The men

are, in general, well grown and well made ;

their projecting forehead set in a frame of long

hair, which they leave to fall in confusion, or

twist up behind their head. The end of the

nose comes very low, and the nostrils are

much raised. The Laos, on the other hand,

have short snub noses, and would be less

good-looking than their tributaries, but for the

true savage expression of these poor people,

seen especially in their wild, frightened looks.

They wear bracelets of brass wire, and neck

laces of glass beads, and make holes in their

ears large enough to insert great cylinders of

wood." Further on he asks, —

" What is the origin of these tribes which

we found everywhere alongside the Laos,

throughout the course of the Mekong? We

can hardly venture even on conjectures "

" The Laos occupy only a narrow strip on

the banks of the river, especially on the left

bank. Between their villages, and the great

mountain-chain which bounds the Anamite

empire, numerous tribes are scattered from

the Tonquin to our [French] province of

Lower Cochin China. Those nearest the

Laos have submitted to the king of Siam, and

pay him a light tribute. This nominal sub

jection brings them some very substantial

advantages. They need no longer fear the

incursions of slave-traders, who drive a flour

ishing trade with the independent tribes."

He goes on to speak of the different classes

of slaves in Cambodia, Laos, and Siam, add

ing, "True slavery, in all the horror of the
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word, is inflicted only on the savages. These,

trapped by amrjushments, or driven off like

fallow deer by the man-hunters, are torn from

their forests, chained, and taken to the chief

places of Laos, Siam, and Cambodia. At

Pnom Penh, they are worth eight hundred

francs, while a Cambodian slave is hardly

worth more than five hundred, and no more

than two hundred will be given for an Anam-

ite. The main thing which determines this

difference in value is the degree of confidence

the master can put in the uprightness of the

slave, according to the race to which he be

longs."

" Among the tribes which have preferred

the chances of this almost nomadic life to the

security of an easy vassalage, some become

fierce, pursue strangers in their hatred, and

shoot them with poisoned arrows. On the

left bank of the Mekong, as far up as Ton-

quin, the Laos, though quite convinced of

their own superiority, confessed that a hun

dred of them would not dare to face ten of

these wild children of the woods. In their

turn, these use reprisals, and traffic, as they

have a chance, in the liberty of their ene

mies. These tribes have many names. In

the lower and middle part of the basin of the

Mekong, we meet the Mois, the Chiames, the

Stiengs, the Penongs, the Cuys, the Charais

[Karens ?], &c. They are, perhaps, the old

owners of the soil, beaten and driven Into the

woods by the invaders established on the

banks of the rivers and principal streams."

" There are radical differences between the

Cambodian or Laos, and the idioms of the

savage tribes, — idioms which seem connected

with each other by striking features, and by a

general resemblance. The Chi&mes are said

to speak the Charai, while the Cuys speak the

same language as the Stiengs. All live in a

kind of communism, sharing impartially want

or abundance."

The Charais surround two personages in

their tribe with veneration ; the one enjoying

the name of the King of Fire ; the other, that

of the King of Water. The fire-king is the

more important* A great, rusty sabre, with

out a sheath, is his symbol of power ; and it is

difficult to tell whether the homage is paid the

man or his weapon. I am assured that the

♦ In British Burmah, we have often heard rumors of an

independent Karen king, tar to the eastward of Zimniay.

kings of Cambodia and of Cochin China send

him ambassadors periodically ; and he is

known and honored by all the savage tribes to

the very frontiers of China."

At Attope'e, they saw boats loaded with

captive mountaineers on their way to the

slave-marts below. " Immovable in their nar

row floating prison, letting their sad looks

wander as they might, they showed in their

bearing that nobility which hopeless misfor

tune, profoundly felt, everywhere, imprints on

the human figure."

At Luang- Prabang, a little north of the lati

tude of Zimmay and Toungoo, he says, —

" Numbers of savages, who have submitted to

the king, come every morning to the town to

sell or buy. They live in the mountains.

Their dress is extremely simple. They pierce

the lobe of the ear. The little scared figures

of their women contrast agreeably with the

masculine features of the Laos women. Their

savage sisters have more modesty, or more

of the coquette. The Laos look on the sav

ages as much inferior to themselves, as almost

contemptible, indeed. The stranger refuses to

accept this estimate formed by a perverted

pride. The savages are hard workers ; and

the finest fields of rice, and the noblest herds

of cattle, I have seen, have been in their parts

of the country. They are all shy at first, but

they are easily brought to be familiar. How

often have I, in my walks, had to ask these

children of the woods for shelter from the sun.

or water to quench my thirst, or a mat on

which to forget my fatigue ! They did not

understand my words, but divined, with the

quick instinct of hospitality, the wants which

brought me among them, and hastened to

satisfy them. I have enjoyed positive feasts

in these huts ; and I cannot recall without

gratitude the recollection of a collation made

up of sticky rice, smoked iguana legs, and

pepper, which a savage, a good ofd man, of

fered me one day."

After describing the' modes of cultivation

adopted by these rude but kindly mountain

eers, Lieut. De Carne" adds, '"The obstacles

which Nature offers to the toil of man have

always the result of developing his energy and

activity. Though the laborer has to water the

ground with his sweat to make it fertile, he

not only secures a living by doing so, but has

without knowing it, and, as it were, into the

bargain, acquired manly qualities which make
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it impossible for him long to remain a slave.

Agriculture exacts more labor in the moun

tains of Luang-Prabang than in the fertile

plains of Lower Laos ; and the people have no

longer the stolid features and the indolent

ways of the people of Ubone and Bassac."

In advocating the opening of trade between

Luang-Prabang and Tonquin, where his

countrymen have since established them

selves, the author says, —

"If, as there is some reason to believe,

there are some unsubdued tribes of savages,

who have revolted from vassalage, and are ex

asperated by hideous outrages, their misfor

tunes perpetuating their barbarism, — in the

region occupied by those of their race who

have submitted to one or other of the neigh

boring nations, they will never be an insur

mountable obstacle to the revival of inter

course. When these men are no longer

tracked like wild beasts, and sold in the

markets, they will at once cease to be fero

cious."

Passing into Muang Line, the first of the

Laos or Shan states dependent on Burmah,

De Carnd says, " Our interpreter was no

longer able to communicate with the savages,

•whose number and importance increased at

each of our stations, till our entry into China.

They speak a language absolutely unintelligi

ble to him, and live, grouped in tribes, amongst

the mountains, where their villages present a

peculiar appearance. Like the i Laos, the

greater number have adopted Buddhism, with

a strong mixture of superstition ; but, while

the former erect pagodas, the others have no

temples, and practise no outward worship.

They have not the timid air of the other abo

rigines scattered through the valley of the

Mekong : they carry their heads high in the

midst of the Laos-Lus ; and it is because they

like it, not because they are forced, that they

live on the hills. They appear to consent to

give up their land, rather than yield to mas

ters. They are remarkable for their distinct

physical type, for the comparative whiteness of

their skin, and for their picturesque costumes,

of which I can vouch for the endless variety."

In the territory of Kiang Tong, visited by

Mr. and Mrs. Cushing in 187 1, between Mu

ang You and Muang Long, he writes, "The

road we followed, though it was the ordinary

road to Muang Long, was overgrown with

shrubs ; and, while hardly traced out at first,

was now wholly neglected. In contrast with

this, when we came on a broad road, kept as

carefully as the alley of a park, we were told

that it led to a village of savages. These

little towns built, and as it were suspended

on the slopes of the hills, are inhabited by a

laborious population, who subsist on the rice

of the forests [mountain rice], which they irri

gate by means of long bamboo pipes in which

they bring all the water it requires. They do

not mix with the civilized people of the plain,

whose language they do not speak : in short,

they keep to themselves, intrenched in their

pride, and live on the heights."

The expedition, soon after leaving Kiang

Tong, crossed to the north-eastern bank of

the Mekong, and entered the territory of

Yunnan, the south-western province of China.

In crossing a rugged spur of the Himalaya

chain, they come again to the villages of the

aborigines. " At twelve hundred metres above

the sea, we found only savages, and it was

from them we had to ask shelter for the night.

They had no sala [zayat] for travellers ; and

we had to content ourselves with a badly-

roofed stable, where we were invaded by

myriads of fleas. Sleep, which our great

fatigue so imperatively required, could not

triumph over these unseen enemies. It was

the first time we had suffered such an annoy

ance, and we recognized it as a sign that the

nation, so justly reputed to be the dirtiest in

the universe, could not be very far off. In

these small villages, we were compelled to

employ women and children as porters on

several occasions. The strongest men would

take possession of the lightest boxes, whilst

their wives, bending beneath the loa'd, put a

strap, fixed to the heaviest packages, over

their foreheads, and walked along like oxen

yoked to a heavy cart." [This method of

fastening heavy loads to the back by a strap

parsing over the forehead, is a marked char

acteristic of the mountain Karens in Burmah

and Siam.]

Several days farther to the north-east, he

writes, " Villages again appeared on all the

heights, but did not look so bright in color as

the Chinese villages, properly so called. They

are peopled by mountaineers, who recall by

their costume, and the general cast of their

features, the natives of northern Laos. The

population of Yunnan is composed of ele

ments so numerous, so different, and so
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changeable, that it defies all analysis. To give

any account of them, it would be necessary to

remain a long while in this, perhaps the most

interesting province of the whole empire, and

to make the manners and language of the dif

ferent savage tribes a special object of study."

"What characterizes several provinces of

the empire, and above all those on the west

ern frontiers, is the existence of certain races,

which have shown a singular vitality ; re

maining distinct in spite of conquest and

annexation ; their language, costume, and even

sometimes the right of governing themselves

by their own laws, having escaped, at least in

some measure, the deadly grasp of a powerful

centralization. Yunnan [conterminous with

Upper Burmah], from this point of view,- merits

particular attention. Stretching up to the

masses of the Himalaya, it shares the wild char

acter of that savage region, which banishes all

effeminacy, and at the same time protects its

population by mountain ramparts. One must

distinguish, amongst the numerous tribes,

those still calling themselves Toukia (aborigi

nes), — who doubtless have possessed the soil

from the beginning, — from those descending

from voluntary immigrants. Of the first occu

pants of the vast territory of Yunnan, the most

numerous are the Lolos and the Pai-y. The

Lolos are divided into black Lolos, white

Lolos, red Lolos, and Lolos of the rice-fields.

The three first distinctions relate to the color

of their clothes, not that of their skin. The

emperors gained over these people by accord

ing to their chiefs the rank of Chinese manda

rins, and by giving them possession of their

land. The Lolos of to-day submit to a kind

of feudal organization. They have a chief of

their race, whom they call Toussen ; but it is

difficult to see what they gain by him, for he

stands only in place of a viceroy, and exercises

over his subjects a despotic power. Timid,

lazy, and intemperate, they shun the stranger,

leave to their women the care of cultivating

their fields, and seek happiness in intoxica

tion." [It is doubtful whether this estimate,

derived as it is, not from M. De Carnd's per

sonal observation, but from French Catholic

missionaries, who seem to have labored for

the Chinese alone, not for the aborigines, is

quite just to the latter. The Karens have

often been maligned by those whose only

sources of information were their hereditary

enemies, the Burmese.]

In Talan, "Amongst the numerous speci

mens of the savage races, certain women

greatly attracted our attention. Dressed in a

picturesque costume, which showed to advan

tage their vigorous and elegant figures, their

marked features and almost Grecian noses

formed an agreeable contrast to the pale,

sickly Chinese women, dressed in a sort of

sack, and hobbling along on two crushed and

distorted feet."

Approaching the chief town of the prov

ince, Yunnan-Sen, they pass through a little

fortified town belonging to the Lolos race,

"who are represented on the banks of the Son

Koi by numerous tribes over which the Chi

nese government exercises an authority which

sensibly diminishes as one reaches Tonquin."

His description is a pleasant one.

"Half-way up the hill, in a hollow dug in

the side of a barren mountain, the village of

Poupyan first appears to view like a verdant

oasis in the midst of a desert. It is shaded

by numerous arecas and gnarled tamarinds,

the age of which would seem to carry far back

the date of its foundation. The houses are

made of earth hardened by the sun ; they are

one story high ; and on their terraces the

women turn their spinning-wheels, walk about,

or look to their household duties. Oxen,

asses, and pigs move about at liberty in the

streets. Sentinels keep watch every night at

the gates. . . . From wandering huntsmen,

many of the Lolos have become clever agricul

turists. Here, for example, they have turned the

course of a torrent about four kilometres from

the village, and have brought it through the

mountains into Poupyan itself by an aque

duct constructed with the first materials at

hand, for they do not trouble themselves much

about elegance ; though chance has so willed

it, that these materials are a splendid marble,

whose worn blocks, polished either by the

water, or the feet of the passers-by, show the

most lovely colors. The feathery plumes of

the arecas, and the strong branches of the

gnarled old trees, shade the cascade where

women come to draw water in attitudes and

costumes which recall old biblical memories.

They wear silver ornaments round their necks

and arms, and are clothed in a simple dress

drawn in at the waist ; a wide plait over the

forehead fastens the cap which conceals their

luxuriant hair ; their beautiful proportions,

their noble and stately bearing, all combining
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to distinguish them from the grotesque Chi

nese women, who look like maimed dolls,

devoid of strength, freshness, and grace." At

a farther stage, he writes, —

u Kiousi-Tcheou is hardly less troubled than

Yunnan-Sen, by the insurrection of the Afiau-

isu, those bold mountaineers, 'sons of the

waste,' who, though often beaten, are never

daunted, and are always ready to shake off

the yoke which the feeble hand of the Celes

tial empire is no longer able to maintain. The

province of Setchuen itself is not free from

civil war, incessantly rekindled in that beau

tiful country by the Man-sen, who were driven

away less than two centuries ago from Souit-

chow-foo, their capital, and forced into Lean-

chan, a mountainous region traversed by the

Blue River. In the prosperous times of the

empire, these barbarians lived unsubdued,

protected by the fastnesses of the Himalayas,

descending from time to time into the plain,

and then quickly regaining their haunts, where

they divided the spoil among them. Their

audacity increases at this time in proportion

as the restraint is weakened, and their efforts

only too well second the designs of the Mo

hammedans, not to be seconded by them."

[The Mohammedan rebellion, so long success

ful in Yunnan, has since been put down by

the Chinese.]

"After having vanquished these unfortu

nates [barbarians], the Chinese insult them.

Horrid paintings cover the walls of their pa

godas, representing one of these fine savages,

in national costume, chained and without arms,

enduring the outrages of a group of Chinese

soldiers,— a vengeance worthy of the cow

ardly people who find a gratification in it"

These observations, by a man of singular

thoughtfulness and intelligence, throw much,

light on the character and condition of the

aboriginal tribes in Cambodia, Eastern Laos,

and Western China. Their resemblance in

character, customs, and superstitions to the

Karens of British Burmah is marked. Bamo

in Upper Burmah is a capital base from which

to commence operations for the evangelization

of the Ka Khyens and the wild tribes of Yun

nan. It is for American Baptists to say when

this work shall begin.

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION IN MADRID.

It is now some time since I had the pleas

ure of addressing you, and through you your

wide-spread constituency, on the affairs of

Spain. Nor do I intend to enter at length on

general questions at present, though the sub

ject is one which would bear handling. I

really believe that you are better up in Carlist

news in London than we in Madrid, owing to

the prohibitions placed on the local press here.

I may say that there is a general and preva

lent impression that the end is not far off.

Still it is also said, and that quite openly, that

in not a few quarters the war is a necessity,

and that no steps are being taken actively to

put an end to it. But, as I said, I have no

intention of entering on these questions at

present

My object to-day is to communicate to you

and your readers the pleasant intelligence of

the auspicious inauguration of the second

course of the Young Men's Christian Asso

ciation. Owing to repairs in our locale, under

taken jointly by the Young Men's Christian

Association and the United Presbyterian

Church, we have been unable to begin our

meetings till this week. In one sense, this

has been a misfortune ; in another, not at all.

It became known that the young men were

enlarging their accommodation, and a general

expectation was the result. It was also known

that the Catholic preacher, Padre Tornos,

would make his appearance for the first time

in the Protestant pulpit on the occasion of

the opening of the enlarged church in Legani-

tos, 4. We assisted the general expectation by

large posters put up all over the town. These

were, I am sure, a thorough novelty in the

capital of Romish and Bible-hating Spain.

They were as below: —

"The Holy Bible,

The only Rule in Religion.

The well-known ex-Padre Tornos will begin a series

of Discourses on this Divine Book, on Sunday,

Nov. it in Leganitos, 4, at 11 a. m."
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meeting for prayer and praise for a full hour. It

is a beautiful morning, as I remember a sabbath

morning in October in far-off New England. The

blessings of the New England sabbath have reached

even here ; for, as I sit in this well-made chapel

just outside the stockade of the village, I see that

this defence against their enemies is falling into

decay. Ths moat is filling up, the gates have dis

appeared, and the other woodwork is being car

ried off for cooking rice. The gospel is rapidly

doing its work here. Peace is evidently come to

dwell. May she never depart, and may the har

vest of souls soon begin to be gathered in !

Moung See Dee is an earnest man, full of faith and

of the courage which comes from faith. He

should have the prayers of all interested in his

work.

S1AM.

glission to % Cjrintsf..

Letter from Dr. Dean.

Bangkok, Dec 24, 1874.

The Unknown God. — Last week Mrs. Dean

went with me in a buffalo-cart over a mountain

piss to Long Mai Leng, a garden region about

five or six miles distant from Banplasoi. In this

valley are living about thirty members of the Ban

plasoi church, most of whom have been baptized

during the present year. Some of the rice-fields

are yet unreaped, which prevented us from going

on to Ku Buang ; and many of the women were

engaged in the harvest fields, which prevented us

from seeing them at their houses : but we met

several of the men at a new sugar-mill, where we

hid worship. The name Sin (God) was written

on the wall of the new building or office belonging

to the company of which Chek Pa, one of the

disciples, was a member. This emblem of idol

atry gave him trouble, in which we strongly

sympathized ; but as he was but one of the com

pany of three, and the other two were idolaters, he

said he had not the power to take down the

emblem without the consent of the other mem

bers of the company, though he would do all in

his power by prayer and persuasion to induce

them to worship the true God. This furnished

an occasion to preach to them from the text,

" Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him de

clare I unto you." The members of the com

pany, and some of the workmen, and several of

the disciples from the neighboring gardens, lis

tened attentively ; and, afterward, a company of

women and children gathered around Mrs. Dean,

and heard her speak in their own language about

Jesus Christ, who came to save children and

women, as well as the men ; to save Siamese, as

well as Chinese ; to save all kinds and conditions

of people, that " whosoever believeth in him might

not perish, but have everlasting life."

More Baptisms. — After the service we partook

of refreshments kindly provided, then entered our

cart, and returned to Banplasoi after the setting sun,

and the next day took our boat for Bangkok, and

reached home after a passage of a day and a night,

and an absence of eight days.

While at Banplasoi, during the present month,

forty-five Chinese offered themselves to the church:

of these, forty were baptized. They are all unlet

tered men ; but a majority of them live with their

families on their farms and gardens in the regions

about Banplasoi.

INDIA.

gttsstnn to the Ctloogoos.

In writing from Ongole, under date of Jan. 7,

1875, Mr. Clough speaks incidentally of a jungle

trip as follows : .—

" I am (D. V.) off again to-morrow for the jun

gle villages. I never had a more pleasant or more

blessed tour than my last. In one day nc less

than five village moonsuffs (magistrates) came to

learn about Jesus. Two or three of these affirmed

that henceforth they would worship Jesus only.

If I mistake not the signs of Providence, a great

harvest is soon to be gathered from the honorable

Hindoos — the wealthy classes."

Speaking of his two children whom he left in

this country, Mr. Clough says, —

" We love our dear children in America, but

that does not detract from our love for the Hin

doos. No : as a matter of fact, / lave the Teloogoos

one hundred times more than I did the first day I

saw them. The more a man has to love, the larger

his heart gets." Amen !

pission to (Strmatrg.

A Report by Miss Lehmann.

Bkrun, Jan. 10, 1875.

Revival in the Sunday School. — Our

church has been most graciously visited by the

Spirit of the Lord ; not only that a great revival

took place among the children in the latter part of

the past year, but also the beginning of the present

year has been crowned by the Lord with his

choicest blessings. And the work of conversion is

quietly but steadily progressing. We can never

be thankful enough to those dear English brethren

whose hearts were directed by the Lord to appoint
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OF the word ; that he would preserve their

lives ; that he would give them all needed bold

ness, faith in God, belief of the truth, love, zeal,

perseverance, knowledge of divine truth, wis

dom, prayerfulness.

IV. That God would bless the preaching

OF HIS WORD.

That men may feel its power, that many may

be converted by the Holy Spirit. That all

classes may be blessed,—Hindoos, Mohamme

dans, Brahmins, men of low caste, villagers,

townspeople, fakirs, and ascetics, the ignor

ant, the educated, the rich, the poor, those

who have received education in Christian

schools, Europeans, Eurasians — all classes

of the people.

V. That God would bless the Christian

CHURCHES IN HEATHEN LANDS, —

Both the native and the European. That

the Christians of India and other lands may be

upright, honest, pure, loving, humble, spiritu

ally-minded ; that they may have an intelligent

apprehension of the truth ; that they may be

patient under persecution, and zealous when

unmolested ; and that they may become more

independent, and more ardent for the conver

sion of souls.

VI. That God would give special bless

ings.

That he would bless special countries, —

India, Africa, Madagascar, Japan, Italy,

Spain, Austria, Britain.

That he would bless special persons, — these

whom we know, our relatives and friends,

whom we mention by name before God.

That he would bless special departments of

labor, — the preaching of the gospel, the distri

bution of Scriptures and tracts, work at me/as,

private conversation, Christian education, work

among the women, medical missions, the trans

lation of the Scripture.

VII. That God would bless the mission

at home.

That he would increase the missionary

spirit among the churches, that they may

give more liberally men, money, and prayer.

That he would bless all committees and

directors and secretaries of societies.

THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

The Portuguese on their arrival in Cambodia,

in the sixteenth century, "asked the king for a

small piece of land, and he allowed them to

take as much as they needed. They humbly

answered that they only wanted as much as a

buffalo-hide would cover, and then, repeating

the trick of Dido, they appropriated a con

siderable tract ; so that the Cambodians till

this day say of a Christian [Romanist] that he

belongs to the ' village of the stretched-out

skin.' "—De Carnfs Indo-China.

"The life of man has no value except in

proportion as he has learned to contemn it by

rising above it. To be devoted, is truly to

live ; to be devoted to the end, is to live

beyond the grave," — words of the young and

gifted De Came", who lost his life by his

devotion to France, and the interests of science,

in the wilds of Indo-China.

the same rate as the waters rise, so that the ear

is always at the surface, and famine is averted

even in years when the floods are heaviest in

Lower Siam and Cambodia. A pint or two of

the seed was carried back from Bangkok to Bas-

sein by the Karen preachers who went with Mr.

Carpenter to Siam in 1872. It has already

increased to a hundred bushels, sufficient to

supply a whole district, and will prove a great

boon.

By a merciful provision of Providence, there

is one kind of rice, the stalk of which grows at

The Polyglot Society of Drew Seminary,

the Methodist theological institution in New

Jersey, which contains among its students more

representatives of foreign languages than the

Propaganda of Rome, enrolls in its member

ship men from Japan and India, Bulgaria and

Macedonia, Germany and Norway, France and

Italy. Twenty-six languages are represented,

— ancient languages, eight ; viz., Sanscrit, He

brew, Chaldee, Arabic, Syriac, Slavonic, Greek,

and Latin : modern languages, eighteen ; viz.,

Japanese, Chinese, Hindostanee, Bengali, Per
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

Rev. R. R. Williams and wife, assisted by four native teachers.

No detailed report of the Theological Seminary has come to hand. The attention of

Mr. Williams was much occupied all the earlier part of the year with building the new

bungalow and dormitories for the students. He also labored under the great disadvan

tage of being entirely fresh in the language. It may well be understood, that with study

ing the language, and building, his time has been largely taken up, leaving little oppor

tunity for school-work. He has enjoyed the efficient help of Miss Peabody in certain

departments, besides the services of four good native teachers.

Forty-six students enjoyed the advantages of the school during the greater part of the

year. Seventeen of these men have families for which it has been necessary to provide.

The wives have taken part in the class exercises, as far as practicable, and so have become

better fitted for the new sphere which they are destined to occupy. They have made

good progress in Biblical studies, in some cases outstripping the young men.

The students are represented as men of good capacity, and for the most part as mak

ing fair progress. They evince a commendable love of study ; but the calls from the

field are so numerous and urgent that it is difficult to keep them in the institution longer

than will suffice to give them the alphabet of scripture knowledge. When to this call

from the villages for speedy help is added the pressure of want, — the means at hand

being insufficient to supply them with food, —the outward drift becomes too strong, and

the men go forth in the beginning of their preparation. There ought to be one hun

dred men in the institution ; and there would be no trouble in finding them if the

money were not wanting.

MISSION TO THE CHINESE.

Bangkok, Siam. — Rev. William Dean, D.D., and wife. 8 native preachers.

Swatow. — Rev. S. Br Partridge and wife, Miss A. M. Fielde ; Kev. William Asiimore, D.D., md

wife, in the United States. 10 native preachers, 2 of whom are ordained; 15 Bible-women ; 2 schools; 12

out-stations.

Nint.po. — Kev. J. R. Goddard and wife, Rev. M. A. Churchill and wife, Rev. E. C. Lorp, D.D., ant!

wife, Rev. E. P. Barchett and wife, Mrs. Lucy Knowlton. 12 native preachers; 4 colportors; 3

Bible- women ; 11 chapels; 1 theological school ; 3 schools.

ZoAHYiNC. — Kev Horace Jenkins, Mrs. Jenkins in the United States. 9 native preachers and colpor

tors ; 3 out-stations.

The missions to the Chinese have been signalized by great changes during the past

year, some of them most painful, and others most cheering. The death of Dr. Knowl

ton was a heavy blow indeed to the cause of Chinese evangelization. His acknowledged

ability, his large experience, and mature judgment, combined with his ardent piety,

had conspired to centre in him, in a large degree, not only the affections of the native-

disciples, but the confidence and expectations of the friends of missions. His removal

leaves a void in our future work which must long remain unfilled. Rev. E. C. Lord,

D.D., formerly connected with the same mission, has since Dr. Knowlton's death ac

cepted the unanimous re-appointmtnt tendered him by the executive committee, and

is again enrolled among our missionaries. Dr. Lord has resided in Ningpo during all

the time since his separation from us twelve years ago, and has never ceased to do

the work of a missionary. In fact, he brings with him a large mission interest, con

sisting of several out-stations, native helpers, over one hundred church-members, and a

large and well organized female boarding-school. Rev. E. P. Barchett, who has

been many years associated with Dr. Lord, has also been appointed a missionary of

;the Union, though we have not been formally advised of his acceptance. Mrs. J. W.

Johnson has resigned her connection with the Missionary Union, and has retired from

the field at Swatow, where in company with her lamented husband she so long labored.

The wonderful ingathering experienced by the venerable Dr. Dean at Bangkok consti

tutes the other most marked feature in the history of the last year.
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BANGKOK.

The record of this mission during the last year is the most remarkable of its entire

history, as evinced by the number of baptisms and the increase of the evangelical

force. All the out-stations, as well as Bangkok itself, have received large additions ; two

new churches have been constituted, one pastor has been ordained, two chapels have

been completed ; a spirit of inquiry has been awakened among the Siamese people, the

women, and even Buddhist priests, having come to Mrs. Dean for instruction ; and

every thing betokens not only the continuance but an increase of the movement.

Mrs. Dean's Siamese school has been prosperous, and there never seemed better pros

pects of success in all departments of the mission. Many others have abandoned idol

atry, and asked for baptism, promising to live Christian lives, and to contribute for the

support of the gospel. Dr. Dean makes the following observations respecting the

class of Chinese people who are now receiving the gospel, and their prospective posi

tion and wants ; and they are worthy of the most serious consideration : —

" Most of the Chinese who come to this country are of the middle class ; not the

abject poor which abound in China : we seldom meet a pauper in this country, nor

do we often find here a Chinese of learning. They are generally men of enterprise

and of small means when they come here, though many of them rise to wealth and

station in the land of their adoption. The men, from whom most of the converts this

year have been gathered, are of the most hopeful class, being fanners, gardeners, and

fruit-growers, and living with their families in the country districts. We have but one

ordained pastor, having buried one during the year ; and the other preachers are

unlettered men, and we have not here the material for making native preachers till

they are educated. I have a theological class of three young men, who may do some

thing in future, but now there is not a native helper to whom the growing interests of

this mission could be intrusted ; and in case of my death, — and I may die at any day,

— there is not a man of any society here who can speak a Christian word in their own

language to these infant disciples, and watch over the interests of these promising

churches. This logic of facts may furnish proof that this mission deserves from the

American churches a prayerful sympathy and a practical support. An intelligent ob

server said to me not long since, ' Your society stands in its own light if it does not at

once send a re-inforcement to your mission.' I am aware that you and I have long

thought differently on this point ; but I am persuaded, that, if you had for the last year

shared in my services, you would now share largely in my sentiments. If yqu had

helped me to baptize those forty disciples, twice told, and then sat with me at the

table with one hundred and thirty of these disciples from paganism (for the first time,

many of them) stretching out their hands to receive the emblems of a crucified

Saviour, you might think that they would need a shepherd when the old man had gone

who still remains."

The statistics of the mission for the year ending Sept. 30, 1874, will complete the

story of this wonderful work.
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"Oh !" exclaimed one of the Daroga's party, " I

have seen a baptism, and can tell you all about it.

The Christians and a large crowd assembled near

the river. They sang a hymn. The sahib then

read out of a shaster, and explained to the people

[hat we are all sinners, but the great God above

all loves us still, and sent his own Son to die in

our stead, that we may not perish. He called to

[he people and said, ' Why do you worship dumb

idols that can't help you ? ' &c "

" Very good," said the Daroga ; " but if I don't

■teal, or lie, or do wicked acts, do as well as I can,

and am not baptized, won't I be saved ? That

is my case. I don't worship idols ; won't I be

saved?" And thus, as they travelled along, our

foung converts were laboring to persuade their

cllow travellers not to be ashamed to confess

Christ before their countrymen.

Several of the Garo members of the Gowahati

:hurch came in to see me. One of them had oc-

asion to present a petition in court. One of the

enters, a heathen, inquired what name he should

(fix to the petition. " Galeng Christian," was his

eply. "What! are you a Christian ? " — "Yes,"

aid he. " Do you know any thing ? Can you tell

ie who the mother of Christ was ? " — " Yes ; her

ame was Mary."—"Where born?"—"In Bethle-

em, Judaea." — "There !" said one of the court

eople, " you see the thing is going all over the

auntry. Even these Garos on the hills know it."

'urning to the Garo Christian, he said, "Who

iught you these things ? " He replied, " The

ihib; and he sent us a Christian teacher, and

any of our people don't worship evil spirits, as

jr fathers did." " Very good," said the writer,

excellent Continue thus."

At another time, several of our Christians from

ic villages were sitting around me, and a teacher

one of the government schools — a proud, self-

iportant person — called to see me. After a

tie, he turned to the native assistants, Joising

d Kheben, and inquired where they taught.

3n the Garo Hills, two or three days' journey

im this," said they. " We don't remain up there

the pay we get We could gain much more

icwhere. But our people have long lived in ig-

rance and darkness. That they may know the

y of salvation through Jesus, the Saviour of sin-

rs, we live and teach and preach among them."

e pundit looked at them with perfect astonish*

nt- Never, probably, did it enter into his Hin-

3 heart to deny himself for the good of rude,

civilized mountaineers. So " God hath chosen

rigs that are not, to bring to nought things that

»»

There have been an unusual number of deaths

->ng our native Christians of late. Among them

jve to mention the names of Bhubon (Samuel

aim) and Bhodi (John Dowling), who were sus

tained in school by friends in Worcester, Mass.,

and in Philadelphia. They both died in peace,

" looking to Jesus." I was with Bhubon to the

last. He came to me when a little boy, and was a

member of the Nowgong Orphan Institution for

seven years. There he was converted, and was an

earnest preacher for some time ; but, on the plea

that his allowance would not support him, he en

tered government service, and soon grew worldly

and indifferent. But a short time previous to my

removing to Gowahati, I received a letter from him,

expressing his great regret that he had ever turned

away from mission service. For a long time he

had no peace of mind, and now saw clearly that he

ought to take up his work anew, and spend the

remainder of life in making known the gospel to

his countrymen. This he had resolved to do, but

health and strength failed. Just before dying, he

called his wife to his side, and charged her to trust

in God, committed her and his four little children

to my care, bade all the native Christians farewell,

and fell asleep in Jesus. His wife has a good

Christian character, and will, I hope, become a use

ful worker among the heathen women here in

Gowahati.

A li-'i r. 20.

I was closing my letter when the second son of

the Gaun Bura, baptized only ten days since, ap

peared with several of his village people, come to

hear more fully about the Christian religion, and

to be baptized ; three of the number, his elder

brother, uncle, and a very respectable Hindoo, who

had heard about Christ at the Sunday worship at

Wakolpara and Burimeira. He, too, has endured

great opposition from the Rabha Cosaris, many

of whom are his relatives. He expects to be cast

out by his priest and neighbors ; but his mind is

settled to obey Christ, rather than man. This

man can read, and will, I hope, prove a second

Sotoloo.

The church received them last evening, to be

baptized the following sabbath. So, within a

month, we have visited our Jordan three times.

Pray for us, that these may prove only as a few

drops before a more plentiful shower, and that in

this valley of vision there may stand up an exceed-

ng great army for the living God.

gtission to % Cbintst.

Letter from Dr. Dean.

Bangkok, May 10, 1875.

At Work again.— Through God's mercy we

are again back at our work in Bangkok. It gave

us great joy to meet the Chinese here, last sabbath,

and address them a few words after a painful ab

sence of three months from their assemblies.

They seem to have held on their way here ; and we
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received good reports from the out-stations, where

some are waiting for baptism. While at Singa

pore I was enabled to address two Chinese assem

blies, and two in English ; and God has been very

gracious in lifting me from what seemed the brink

of the dark river, and has reason to expect a re

newed consecration of this restored life ; and with

his help he may receive it. We sympathize with

you in the interests of the meetings this month,

and trust that enlightened views, enlarged faith,

and liberal deeds may be crowned with the divine

presence, and followed with rich blessings at home

and abroad.

Southern Cjj'trra Pissiorr.

Letter from Mr. Partridge.

Swatow, March 14, 1875.

Opposition.— I think my last letter to you con

tained an account of the disturbance at Chung

Lim. That matter has not yet been settled, but I

am hoping it will be soon. That outrage occurred

on the 7th of February. On the evening of Satur

day, Feb. 27, a crowd of Tang O villagers went

to the chapel there, and seized the assistant,

also a boy who was reading with him, and another

church-member, and took them to the capital of

the district (Tnie Ine) some twelve miles distant.

Some of the mob broke up benches, broke holes

through the roof, and carried off a few articles

from the house. They said the people at Chung

Lim had broken up a chapel, and they were going

to do the same thing.

I reported the matter to the consul, who sent a

.messenger in to Tnie Ine to inform the governor.

On the next day the governor went himself with a

Jarge retinue to Tang O. He examined the chapel,

and then ordered that full restitution should be

made. I should have said that, as soon as the

consul's messenger reported the affair to the gov

ernor, he ordered the three church-members who

had been seized, to be brought before him, and

after a brief examination let them return home.

Reparation has not yet been made, but I have

.every reason to believe it will be soon.

Progress.— The week following this Tang O

outrage was the week preceding our communion,

and all the assistants were in. As our minds were

so occupied with the recent attacks on chapels and

church-members, it was with some difficulty that

tthe usual programme was carried out. On Sunday

itwo candidates were baptized, and admitted to the

.church ; one, a man past middle age, the other a

lad of seventeen years, the son of one of our assist

ants.

A Needy Field.— I found the week a very

fatiguing one. I wish you could spend two month

here with me, to see for yourself how much is re

quired of one man. Of course the present cir

cumstances are supposed to be temporary, but tbc

burden is a heavy one if only for two years. Is ii

not possible to send us a family this year f Car.

you not find one young man who will graduate

this summer, who wishes to come to Swato»>

Our needs are very great I am willing to do all

in my power, but there is a limit to my strength

If a family could come this year, they could makr

considerable progress before Dr. Asbmore re

turns. All of your mission stations need re-en-

forcements ; but just now I think it is safe to say

that the needs of no other station are greater thaa

ours. Since your mission was established in Tie

Chiu itself, you have not sent one man here from

home, unless Mr. Sawtelle be an exception. Mr.

Johnson came here from Hong Kong. Mr. Tel

ford and Dr. Ashmore, as well as we who are now

here, spent from four to nine years in Siam before

coming to Tie Chiu. If it were necessary, 1

would give you a list of the weekly duties required

of me ; but I do not think it necessary, for you

know that one man cannot do the work connected

with so large and important a station as this. It

two families and two single ladies were sent this

year, they would all find work enough to da!

But our need of at least one family is impera

tive. Will you not try to do something for us iMs

year ?

Last Wednesday I went over to Tang O to asst3t

in the marriage of one of our assistants. The

broken window and broken roof mutely testified

to the rage of heathen.

A few days since, I learned of the death of or*

of our church-members, a woman more than sever,

ty years old.

May 3.— This is Monday morning after a de

lightful week of hard work, and my recreation u

letter-writing. We had pouring rains on Mondii

and Tuesday last, that prevented a prompt assent

bling of the assistants ; but when the force of th:

storm abated they all came in, and we had three

days for study. On Wednesday I went to tte

yamum in Swatow, and had a long talk with the

viceroy's deputy respecting the disturbance s,

.Chung Lim, which has not yet been settled.

Examination of Schools. — Four montfes

ago, the assistants appointed a committee of thres

to examine the two schools at each communis

season. As it takes them some time to get starm

on a new track, the committee did not fairly ent—

upon their duties till this last week. On Thsni

day they examined the boys in the presence n' 1

large number of spectators. The examinatea
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a kind of recreation between hours of study and

otber work, so that it has not proved a very heavy

burden.

Self-Help. — Our church-members are gradu

ally learning that they must do something for

themselves ; but they are still quite willing we

should do for them all we will. Some time since

I heard that an old woman (lady) at the city wanted

permission to occupy a room in the house rented

as a chapel. I knew enough about her to know

that if she was once established there it would be

impossible to remove her. And besides, we are

trying to teach the Christians that the chapels are

not " poor-houses." So I directed that she be not

permitted to move in. A few days since she came

to me, and began a story that promised to take

mure time than 1 could afford : so I told her that I

could not hear any thing about her occupying a

room in the chapel, but the church would help her

if she was too poor to help herself. - The next day,

one of the assistants, with whom I had talked the

matter over, told me they had settled upon a plan

which they thought was satisfactory. The woman

had been living in a room which she had repaired

at an expense of $2.80. The owner wished her to

leave, and would refund $2.00. The woman knew

of a room which she could have the use of by pay

ing S4.00 or $5.00, the money to be refunded when

she should give up the room. The plan decided

upon was this. The woman should take the $2.00

to be refunded, and the church-members would,

by a special contribution, make up the J4.00 or

$5.00 necessary to secure another room. They

said further, that, as the money would be refunded

at her death, it should be used to buy her a coffin ;

so she need not feel any anxiety on that score.

I have mentioned this case to illustrate the will

ingness of the Chinese to have us take care of

them, and also the ability of the Chinese to man

age their own affairs when they see they must.

S1AM.

gltssiort to % Chinese.

Letter from Dr. Dean.

Bangkok, May 17. 1873.

Ordinations. — On the last sabbath Chek Sun,

one of our Chinese preachers, was ordained as an

evangelist, and Chin HO was ordained as deacon

by the Chinese church of Bangkok. The leading

members of the church had lung contemplated

this act ; and the two men seem well fitted to honor

the Master, and promote the interests of the

church in the capacity in which they are now

called to serve. The third chapter of first Timothy,

giving the Bible standard of the bishop and dea

con, was made the text for the morning chapel

service, as introductory to the ordination of the

afternoon. The church, with some friends, both

Chinese and European, assembled at the chapel at

one, p.m., when a hymn was sung in Chinese ; and

the oldest deacon, now more than fourscore years,

and nearly ripe for heaven, offered with a falter

ing voice, but in strong faith, the opening prayer.

The ordination was not sanctioned by an eccle

siastical council, nor consummated by the impo

sition of hands by an Anglican or Roman hierarch ;

but after the sanction of the church by the unan- •

imous rising of its members, the bishop of Bangkok

laid on hands, and offered prayer to the great

Head of the Church, that he would accept the

consecration, and, by the gift of his Holy Spirit,

qualify these men for the responsible duties of

their sacred office. The feast of the Lord's supper

followed the ordination exercises, and the newly

initiated pastor took part in the services of the

table. Having here no associate who speaks the

Chinese language, we were left to the aid of the

native brethren ; but the Master of assemblies

gave us his presiding presence, and left us the

hope that he sanctioned the doings of the day.

June i. — The newly ordained pastor of the

Bangkok church has just returned from the admin

istration of the ordinances at Lengkeachu, and is

to leave this week in company with a young man,

a member of my theological class, for a few days

at Banplasoi and the churches beyond. From

the enclosed letter from the Banplasoi pastor, you

will perceive that " many, very many," there truly

believe, and desire to be baptized. For two rea

sons I send the Chinese pastor to them this time.

One is, I am not yet quite strong enough for the

fatigue of getting there at this rough season for

crossing the gulf ; and another is, a desire to press

the Chinese into the service, who are slow to ad

minister or to receive baptism at the hands of

their countrymen.

The evangelist stationed at Lengkiachu has vis

ited us since our return from Singapore, and

brought with him his son, ten years old who is

reading Chinese, and learning the doctrine. He

has made some progress, and talks and prays

much like a Christian. We have suggested to his

father to gather a few more boys at the chapel, and

teach them with his son.

The following is a copy or translation of a letter

from Chek Ko, who has been the Chinese preacher

at Ku Buang since the first of the present Chinese

year ; and, from what we learn from others, he has

been doing well. Last year he did good service

at Banplasoi, and his labors were connected with

the ingathering at that station.
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Tq the venerable teacher and teacheress we offer

salutations. We hear that your honored persons,

having obtained great mercy of God, have reached

Bangkok ; and the brethren here at Ku Buang are

rejoiced beyond measure. When, at the begin

ning of the year, I received the commission to

come to Ku Buang to aid it#the completion of the

chapel, and help the brethren in the worship of

the true God, they gave me a kind reception ; and

God the Father and the Holy Spirit soon gave

the brethren harmony, and I had great peace.

' The chapel has been completed j and since every

sabbath day some tens of persons assemble in it

to worship God, and I humbly endeavor to explain

to them the doctrine. A few men here wish to

enter the church ; and we wish the teacher to come

in haste to baptize them.

One of the members at Sin Buang has become

stained (corrupted), and has tried to lead away

other members from the doctrine of Jesus Christ,

and to oppose.the words of the teach:r.

The monthly money from the church at Bang

kok came to me by the hand of Brother Bun-Li.

To the teacher and teacheress, two persons, from

A-Ko, who presents his respectful salutations.

3d monlh, 30th day (May 4, 1S75).

From Pe Bue, the Pastor of the Banplasoi

Church.

Salutations to the venerable teacher and teach

eress, two persons : may you enjoy peace and pros

perity !

We still, as before, desire to build a new worship

temple near the market-place ; for many, very many

men who have heard the true doctrine now truly

wish to repent, and obey the commands of Jesus to

believe and be baptized. This number is very

many ; and they desire the venerable teacher, on

receiving this letter, to come hastily to baptize

them.

Thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, for blessing us, and giving; to the

church great prosperity ! We all unite in sending

to the teacher and teacheress, and all the brethren

and sisters, salutations of peace and joy.

The 1st year, 4'.h month, 1 ith day, the 6th of the week.

(May 15, 1875.)

Jflission to % tuloogoos.

Letter from Mr. Campbell.

Oncolb, India, June 12, 1875.

You may have expected before this to have heard

from me, from Secunderabad. When the news of

my appointment reached me, on the 29th of March,

I was ready, and thought to start immediately ; but

the hot weather, coming early, had by this time

fairly set in ; and Brother Clough strongly remon

strated against our going until after the hot wind^.

I knew it would be imprudent, and so listened to

what we thought good advice. But we expect

(D.V.) that we will be in Secunderabad before you

receive this. We expect to start as soon as the

south-west monsoon begins ; probably the last of

this month or the first of next, The weather will

then be much cooler. I am anxious to be on the

field, and trust we may be permitted soon to com

mence our labors in that wicked, benighted country.

Since my visit to Secunderabad, I have received

several letters from there, urging me to come a»

soon as possible.

Pission to CStrtnang.

Letter from Mr. Haupt, Barmen.

Baptisms in Barmen. — The 25th of April was

a glorious day for the church in Barmen. It viii.

be long remembered with joy and thanksgiving.

The chapel was crowded. The organ gave forth

its sweetest sounds, as I descended from the pul

pit ; while nineteen new converts, dressed in white,

took their places as candidates on either side of

the baptistery, which was crowned with a wreath

of ivy. It was an impressive spectacle, — these

newly converted souls, this crowd of interested

spectators filling every corner of our great chape!.

The sun, which once veiled his beams when the

Beloved of God bowed his head on the accursed

wood, — the same sun shed his friendly beam'

through the window on the great assembly, as if

they would call upon his saints to offer sacrifices,

and praise his holy name.

Preaching on Baptism. —The hymn, sung by

about five hundred voices, almost drowned the

voice of the organ. I do not often preach on bap

tism ; but on such occasions I deem it my duty to

set forth the importance and the original meaning

of the ordinance, so that strangers may under

stand our views. I read the narrative of the bap

tism of Christ, the Saviour's command, the histor},

of the baptism on the day of Pentecost, and th*

sixth chapter of the Epistle to the Ramans.

Then, taking for my text Acts xvi. 31-5+, I

showed, (1) rtiat the baptism of believers is not 1

new thing, but as old as the Christian dispensi-

tion; (2) that the preaching of the gospel, ar,J

faith in Christ, mustgo before baptism ; (3) that

baptism is a voluntary act on the part of the recip

ient ; (4) that there were no infants in the family

of the jailer ; (5) that only those who have b*-|

lieved and been baptized can be truly happy. I

closed with the words of the prophet : " Oh that

thou hadst hearkened to my commandments I
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been dismissed ; and the present director is a

warm friend of the Christian teachers. He has

restored the teaching of moral science, and

appointed two Protestant clergymen to profes

sorial chairs. " Requests also continue to come

from various parts of the main island, and

from some of the smaller ones, for missiona

ries to take charge of schools and preach the

gospel ; and, better than all, there is a large

increase in the number of converts in the mis

sions at stations which, like Osaka and Yoko

hama, have been for some time occupied ; and

the missionaries write that the signs of the

times indicate a still greater work of the Spirit

as nigh at hand." —Friend of India, June 12,

1875.

The Laos is one of those " nations " in

which the gospel of the kingdom has never yet

been preached, as far as we are aware. It lies

immediately south of the Chinese province of

Yunnan, between it and Siam, having Anam

on the east, and Burmah on the west. Moun

tain ranges and large rivers ran north and

south through the country, leaving fine wide

plains between. The people carry on a con

siderable trade with China and Burmah, ex

porting slaves, ivory, gold, silver, tin, and lead,

in which their mountains abound ; lac, gum,

hides, and various woods from the forests ;

and receiving silk and opium in return. The

natives are peaceful and industrious, but sunk

in irreligion and superstition. A few are Budd

hists, and a species of ancestral worship has

been introduced from China ; but there is no

religion proper to the country. The Chinese

character is used with certain modifications.

Marriage is a matter of traffic, and the women

are oppressed and neglected. When shall these

village homes be brightened with the light of

life ? Let us pray that present difficulties with

Burmah, however else they may issue, may at

least lead to the opening-up of these beautiful

but long-forgotten and unevangelized regions,

as well as of the provinces of Western China.

— The Illustrated Missionary News.

Friends, what were the last words ut

tered on earth by our Lord Jesus Christ?

Look at Acts i., and you will see they were

"THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH."

" Ye shall be witnesses to me," he said to the

twelve, " both in Jerusalem and in all Juda?a,

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part

of the earth." Touching reproof to all who

care only to labor for those immediately around

them ! If the last thought in his mind, if the

last words on his lips, were for the poor far

away, ignorant, and degraded heathen, shall

we forget their existence, or ignore their

claims ? " When he had spoken these things,

while they beheld, he was taken up ; and a

cloud received him out of their sight" Nor

will he come again till this his last behest has

been fulfilled by his people ; for " this gospel

of the kingdom shall be preached in all the

world, for a witness unto all nations, and

THEN SHALL THE END COME."— Ibid.

S. Wells Williams, LL.D., of Peking,

has just finished his immense " Syllabic Dic

tionary of the Chinese Language," upon which

he has been engaged nearly forty years. Some

idea of the amount of the labor he has be

stowed, single-handed, upon this work, may be

formed when it is stated that the dictionary

contains about 53,000 examples and phrases,

comprised under 10,094 articles ; the number

of separate characters given being 12,577. And

not only is the Peking pronunciation of this

vast number of characters given, but also the

methods of pronouncing them at Shanghai,

Amoy, and Canton.

Abyssinia.— Mr. Flad writes, respecting

Abyssinia : " I have heard gladdening accounts

in reference to the copies of Holy Scriptures

which I sent three years ago from Matamma

to the interior. The hearts of many Abyssin-

ians have been enlightened, priests and laymea

have risen at many places, gathered the people,

read before them the word of God in Amharic,

and testified against the errors of the church.

Also among the Jews is a process of fermen

tation going on ; and our four converted teach

ers are making missionary tours, and proclaim

the gospel to Christians and Jews."

The Entire Bible in the Mandarin

is now complete. — The last pages of the

Old Testament came from the Mission Pres^

on Dec. 22 ; and since then the Sacred

Scriptures in a complete form, in the ordinary

spoken language, has been available for as;

throughout China. Whilst it is affirmed thai
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CANADIAN BAPTISTS AND THEIR

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Baptists in the provinces of Ontario

and Quebec have been for a short time en

gaged in the Teloogoo mission in that part of

the country called Cocanada. They have had

but one man, Mr. McLaurin, in the field.

The Baptists of the maritime provinces, Nova

Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward's

Island, have recently sent out ten men and

women, four men with their wives, and two

single women. It was proposed to have these

missionaries labor among the Karens of Siam.

After spending some time in exploring the

field to ascertain the best locality for estab

lishing the mission, the missionaries wrote

home for instructions, expressing in their joint

communication some hesitancy about locating

in the kingdom of Siam. A special meeting

of the Baptist convention of Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, and Prince Edward's Island,

was called in May last, to consider what reply

should be sent to the missionaries. To that

convention, held in Nova Scotia, a delegation

from the Baptists of the Upper Provinces was

sent, instructed to invite the Maritime Baptists

to co-operate in the Teloogoo mission. After

much discussion it was decided to enter upon

a co-operative mission among the Teloogoos

of Cocanada. Telegrams were immediately

sent to the missionaries in Burmah and Siam,

ordering them to enter Cocanada at once.

The whole movement seems to be under the

special guidance of the Divine Providence.

Rev. J. L. Campbell, Secretary of the For

eign Missionary Society of the Upper Prov

inces, in a letter dated Chatham, Ontario, July

15, 1875, and addressed to a brother in Halifax,

N. S., says : "This morning I received a

remarkable, shall I add, almost a prophetic

letter from Brother McLaurin, of Cocanada.

It is dated 24th May. At that time McLaurin

knew nothing of the joint letter, special con

vention, or the peculiar state of affairs in your

foreign missionary work. He only knew what

we all knew for months before. BrotheY Mc

Laurin points to the special, and at the present

time peculiar, openings around Cocanada. Let

me give one or two things: 'Immediately

to the south-west of Cocanada lies a field con

taining two thousand square miles, containing

twenty-two large towns, seats of sahsildars ;

containing also seven hundred villages, aver

aging from one thousand to two thousand

inhabitants each — the whole field containing

about one million people. This field, just at

his door, is unoccupied,' &c.

" The London Missionary Society, who have

three small sections north of Cocanada, near

Chicacole, are about to abandon the field.

They labored among the Brahmins and high

castes exclusively.

" Their mission premises will be for sale

cheap. When we occupy the ground from

Chicacole to Narsapur, then Baptists, to all

intents and purposes have all the ground, from

Calcutta to Madras, — the rest of the field

being in Baptist possession.' Mr. McLaurin

says in his letter received to-day, ' We must

have six men at once. Let the maritime breth

ren come over and take the field with us. We

can work side by side. We are one in church

polity, &c. A formal union is not necessary.

We can work contiguously if we cannot work

together ; and any business that needs to be

between you can be done by correspondence.

I have written to Rev. Mr. Boggs, who is over

Burmah-way prospecting. I also send by this

mail a letter to the Rev. Dr. Cramp of Novi

Scotia. Now I hope you will go into this

thing, and work it up.'

" Oh, how wonderfully God works ! About

the time we met at Amherst, Brother McLaurin,

in complete ignorance of what was going on in

Canada, wrote to Brother Boggs ; and about the

time your missionaries received the telegram

from your Board, instructing them to go to

Cocanada, they would also have a letter from

Brother McLaurin, urging them to come to

Cocanada. Mr. McLaurin speaks of your

missionaries having twenty thousand Karens

and adds, ' But there are that many heathen

within a mile from my door.'

" McLaurin would have heard all in a few

days after he wrote the above. I shall anxious

ly watch the mails. How the tidings must

have burst like a flood of glory over the lone

Mission house of Cocanada !"

We give on the next page a statistical

table of our Burmah mission, as found in the

last Annual Report of the Burmah Baptist

Missionary Convention, held in Henthada,

Nov. 7-12, 1874.
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demand that efforts be made toward self-support,

independent of the urgent consideration of the

present state of the treasury.

Session to % (rTljiiusc.

SOUTHERN CHINA.

Letter from Mr. Partridge.

Swatow, July 17, 1875.

Revising Church Roll. — Every thing passed

off very pleasantly during communion week. On

Wednesday, in place of the regular recitation, I

spent two hours with the class in work on the

church roll. I had had the names re-written, and

arranged by stations. I called up the assistants

one by one, and had them give me some account

of every person whose name was on the list. On

that day the whole number at present connected

with the church was 305 ; but among these are a

few doubtful cases, which we shall now look after.

Baptisms. — On Saturday twelve persons were

examined, of whom three men and four women

were accepted as candidates for baptism. On Sun

day we had a full house. I tried to explain the

meaning of the command, "Thou shalt not steal."

I am afraid very few Chinese, Christian or heathen,

fully comprehend its meaning. Two of the as

sistants followed me with good, practical sermons.

One of the ordained preachers baptized the seven

candidates; the other gave the hand of fellowship,

and assisted at the Lord's table.

Anxieties. — I always rejoice to receive new

members, but the joy is not unalloyed. In fact, I

hardly know whether my anxiety is less when we

receive members than when there are nt> appli

cants. These seven made our number 312 ; but I

have to-day heard of the death of one, a young

woman here at Kak Chie. During the present two

months the assistants are to look up the delin

quents and doubtful members, so that we may take

definite action in the cases at the next church-

meeting.

SIAM.

Letter from Dr. Dean.

Bangkok, June at. 1875.

Ordinances. — The Chinese pastor we sent

across the Gulf, in the early part of this month,

reports that two weeks ago he administered the

Lord's supper to a hundred disciples at Banplasoi,

in company with their local pastor. Twenty-five

or thirty Chinese were ready for baptism ; but they

preferred to wait till they could be baptized by the

" Old Shepherd," thus proving that they need fur

ther instruction. The following sabbath Pastor

Sun spent with the newly organized church at Ku

Buang, where he baptized twelve Chinese, and

administered the supper to forty disciples. That

church was organized last year, with thirty-two

members, who have built a substantial wood

chapel, and continued to show signs of Christian

progress. One of their number has died ; and one

was in chains for some weeks, by order of the

governor, at the instigation of an enemy of Chris

tianity, whose malice returned in punishment upon

his own head. The pastor of that church has thus

far proved himself a prudent and efficient man, but

has not been ordained. The members are quiet

country people, who live by their gardens and rice-

fields, or as day-laborers. We hope to visit them

after the rains, also to reach Pat Liu, where it is

reported the Chinese are waiting to build a chapel

and organize a church. That place is two or three

days from Bangkok.

This day has been one of interest to Mrs. Dean,

as the sixty-eighth birthday of her husband.

During the early part of the year we neither of us

expected to spend this day together ; but God has

been better than our fears in this, as in many other

things.

A Family of Workers. — Two brothers, mem

bers of the church, and their families, including

the baptized child of eight years, have just re

turned to Bangkok after a residence of two years

at Ban-Chang. These men, who had made a com

fortable living in the city by the manufacture of

sea-weed jelly, thought they could do better on a

country plantation, and invested money in lands,

and planted several acres of chillies, a field of

sugar-cane, and a garden of vegetables ; but the

experiment of two years, and the loss of some cap

ital, with little returns for their labor, has taught

them the lesson which some others are slow to

learn ; viz., that it is safe for a man to stick to his

calling During the absence of these two men in

the country, a third brother became a member of

our church ; now the three brothers are employed,

in the manufacture of sea-weed jelly during the

week, and on the sabbath, with some members of

their families, they are seen at our chapel of wor

ship, and constitute good working members in the

church. The oldest of the three says he is " not

strong enough to pray in chapel ; " but the other

two sometimes take a part in the public services,

and one of them is a deacon of the church.

Theological School. — Yesterday one of the

members of my theological class preached at Wat

K6 chapel, and another member of the class offered

one of the prayers. The latter is now employed

during a part of his time in a carpenter's shop, with

the idea of learning the trade to aid in his support.
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During this year the lessons of this class have been

interrupted ; but one of them was with me at Sing

apore, and received some instruction as I was able

to give it, and the others received daily lessons from

the Chinese preacher left in charge of the mission

here. These young men need continued care, as

well as instruction, lest they go astray.

Need of Instruction. — Indeed the older

members are not beyond the need of further in

struction ; since one of them, who had received

some counsel from a friend regarding the religious

training of his wife and children, did not kindly

accept the correction, and, to show his displeasure,

put his fingers in his ears during the time of his

reprover's prayer at our morning worship. I-ast

week another old member showed signs of becom

ing a candidate for the insane asylum. His wife

said he was mad, and he said she had made him so

by her constant scolding. As an offset to these

pains, we have some members who give us great

pleasure. Old Pt Put, who now calls himself

eighty-four, walks a mile to chapel every sabbath ;

always ready with a cheerful remark and a word

of prayer. He is a living epistle, known and read

of all men, as a worthy representative of the

Christian religion.

Influence of Home Churches. — The type

of Christianity which prevails at home will be

propagated abroad. If the church partakes largely

of the spirit of her Lord, the men she sends abroad

will infuse much of that spirit into the churches

they plant among the heathen ; but if the churches

in America become worldly minded, and lose their

early zeal, and loosen the grasp of their faith in

God's pledge, their representatives in pagan lands

may be expected to plant churches among the hea

then of a similar character to those who nurtured

and sent them forth. The streams may not rise

higher than the fountain. Christian influence is

felt not only by the few near its starting point, but

its widening circle may extend to the ends of the

earth ; and every individual Christian is responsible

in proportion to his capacity, not only for plant

ing Christian churches in all lands, but also for the

type of Christianity which those churches may pre

sent ; as the lathers are not only responsible for a

posterity, but also for the character of that pos

terity. The unrestrained passions of any kind, in

the parent, may be reproduced in his children, as

well as the contour of his face or the color of his

skin. While we go back of these parents for the

father of the race, as we go back of these churches

for the founder of Christianity, still the immediate

ancestors of each arc largely responsible for the

character of their offspring ; and, as the American

churches are the propagators of Christianity among

the heathen, they are responsible for a numerous

seed and an honorable posterity.

Bangkok, June 30, 1875.

Growth of Ku Buang. — Sun-sin-se returned

yesterday from Banplasoi, where he administered

the supper to a chapel full of disciples, and then

went a day's journey to Ku Buang, where he bap

tized twelve Chinese, and met at the Lord's table

forty members of that infant church, organized last

year. With some aid from the church at Iianpla-

soi, they have completed a substantial wood chapel ;

and the church appears prosperous, though itj

members have suffered more from religious perse

cution than other Christians in this country.

Persecution. — Last year, while the men were

employed in building their chapel, an effort was

made to poison them. An old woman was em

ployed by some evil-minded men, to sell them 1

rabbit which had been stuffed with poison ; and

the men, suspecting no evil, cooked and ate it

Fortunately none of them died, but some were

very ill for many days in consequence. Since the

baptism of the twelve this month, three men of the

secret society called one of the number to their

house, met him on the way, and cut him with

swords and spears, and left him half dead. Four-

of the brethren came here at once to report the

matter, when I wrote to the governor of the place,

requesting him to investigate the case, and bring

to justice the offenders ; at the same time remind

ing the deputation that it was the lot of Christians,

in all times and places, to suffer, in common with

their Master, from the malice of wicked men.

They left apparently comforted, and with some

new ideas of Christian truth ; but it is to be feared

that the letter to the governor will do them little

good, since he is in fear of, if not in sympathy

with, the secret society men.

gflission to ilje JJurtcIj.

Letter from Mr. Lefoids.

Paris, July 30, 1875.

Visit to England. — I can delay writing to

you no longer. Various circumstances have pre

vented my doing so sooner : please excuse me.

Since I last wrote you, I have had the privilege of

amending the great convention at Brighton, Eng.

I spent ten days there ; and my soul was greatly

blessed.

I there learn«d three very important things,

which I shallnever forget: t, to know my own

heart, with all its sins ; 2, to know and love my

dear Bible infinitely more ; 3, to search the heart

of my Saviour, and find out the riches of his grace

and love for us. Bless the Lord for his unspeaka

ble gifts, which I wish to see bestowed more and

more upon our dear church in Paris I I experi
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in songs of praise, in the house of God, and

in the social circle, while her infant child will

never know a mother's care, and while we

shall all, in common with Bro. Jameson and

his motherless boys, feel her loss sadly, we

are assured that our loss is her gain. We

shall see her again, but not here.

Brother Bawden writes us from Ohio :

"Would that all the readers of ' The Mission

ary Magazine ' and 'The Macedonian,' could

have been at Norwalk, O., Sept. 14, 1875, when

Brother McKibben was set apart to the work

of the gospel ministry, in the foreign field.

After a very thorough and most satisfactory

examination, by an unusually large council,

which showed most clearly to the brethren the

call of God to the work, and the efficient train

ing the dear brother has had to prepare him

for his work, he was ordained 'with the laying

on of the hands of the presbytery." And then,

before the close of the exercises, as he with bis

wife were about to start for their far-awa;

field of labor in one week from the day of

ordination, leaving them not sufficient time

even to make a good -by visit to many of their

near friends, he addressed the assembly. Part

of the- time he could hardly command his

voice, and the congregation were almost all

weeping ; but his words had a cheerful ring 0!

courageous faith and unreserved consecration

that was inspiring, while, at the same time, it

made us feel how little we are doing or sacri

ficing for Christ. If only we all who stay at

home could put ourselves in the place of those

who go for us to tell the glad tidings to the

perishing, we would pray more and give more

for the work. We would labor more patiently

and persistently to organize and develop botb

the praying and giving forces of the churches

on the home field ; and we would very much

nearer than we do approach the average of

one dollar a year per member to the cause of

foreign missions.

MISSIONARY WORK AMONG THE LAOS.

A paragraph in the Missionary Outlook of

the September Magazine, taken from '"The

Illustrated Missionary News," contains a

statement which is liable to produce a false

impression. The writer says, "The Laos is

one of those ' nations ' in which the gospel of

the kingdom has never yet been preached, as

far as we are aware." A correction of this

statement is due to the noble Presbyterian

missionaries McGilvary and Wilson, who are

laboring for the evangelization of this peo

ple.

Eight or nine years ago Rev. Mr. McGilvary

and wife, who had already given some years of

labor to the Siamese, being moved in soul for

the Laos, went up the Meinam several hun

dred miles to the city of Zimmai, or Chieng-

mai, the chief and most centrally situated city

of the Laos, to establish a mission to that peo

ple. It was a doubtful experiment, and con

sidered extremely hazardous by their brethren

in Siam, on account of the almost irresponsible

power exercised by the Laos king, although

he is feudatory to Siam. At first they lived in

a sala, or zayat, outside the city wall, made

barely habitable by inclosing it with mats.

The king was unwilling to grant them land, or

permission to erect a permanent house ; but

after a while allowed them to build a bamboo

house near the zayat, which gave them more

comfortable quarters. Poor as the house was.

its situation was an excellent one for mission

ary purposes, as it was by the side of one of

the most frequented roads, and furnished

abundant opportunity of access to the people.

A year after the beginning of the mission.

Rev. Mr. Wilson and wife joined Mr. McGil

vary, and were permitted to build a similar

bamboo house in the suburb of the city, on the

opposite side of the river. Meanwhile the

king granted a piece of ground for a perma

nent house ; but every permission to build was

revoked almost as soon as given.

The Laos and Siamese languages are so

closely allied, that, with a little preparation,

Mr. McGilvary was able to begin to preach
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soon after his arrival. The people were will

ing listeners ; and, by the close of 1869, a little

church of seven converts had been gathered.

This drew the attention of the king, who

caused the execution of two of them. The

others fled, or concealed themselves ; and the

people dared not visit the missionaries, as the

Siamese government could interfere only to

protect the persons of the missionaries.

It was in this situation that I found these

faithful Christian workers clinging to their

post in February, 1870, as I was returning

through the Laos country to British Burmah,

from a missionary journey to Kaingtung.

Shortly alter my departure from Zimmai, this

persecuting king died. His successor, with a

more tolerant spirit, allowed the missionaries

to erect such a house as they desired on the

land previously granted them, and no longer

intimidated those who desired to visit them.

Since that time the mission has been in suc

cessful operation, although Mr. McGilvary

has made one visit to this country for his

health. Not only has the work of evangeliza

tion been conducted vigorously in the city,

but at least one extensive tour has been made

by Mr. McGilvary among the regions between

Zimmai and the Cambodia River.

J. N. COSHING.

Kingston, Sept. 4.

IN MEMORIAM.

We have already announced the death of

Mrs. Cross, of the mission at Toungoo. Her

death is a sad loss to the mission. She was

a woman of sterling qualities of character, and

her life was eminently a missionary life. The

following is an extract from her last letter,

written to one of her sisters in this country.

The event has shown that her words were pro

phetic : —

" We are now alone, with none but native

helpers, and without any prospect, so far as we

know, of any others. The burden is very

great, and I often feel as if we could not bear

up under it ; and I should not be surprised if

one or both of us should give out entirely at

any time. But there is no way but for us to

go on, and do what we can, as long as we can ;

and, when we can go no longer, we shall not

be responsible for the consequences. I am a

wonder to myself, as to what I manage to get

through, in teaching and overseeing, and nurs

ing the sick. Just now we have from fifteen

to twenty down with the measles (a formidable

disease here), all of whom I must and do watch

day and night. This, in addition to my teach

ing, &c, is serious."

We are permitted also to lay before our read

ers extracts from the letter of Dr. Cross to

the family, announcing the death of his wife,

with the circumstances attending. The famil

iar style we will not change. To the bereaved

husband in the far-off land, and the loved ones

at home, the departed was " Julia."

"Toungoo, May 12, 1875.

" I wrote you a short letter a few weeks ago ;

and I believe I tried to tell you something of

what Julia was attempting to do : it was too

much for her. I often remonstrated with her ;

but it was as true of her as it is possible to be

true of any human being, — the language of the

prophet concerning the Saviour, ' The zeal of

thine house hath eaten me up.' She was de

voured by her own earnestness ; no argu

ments of mine could restrain her : she would

accomplish the thing which she had under

taken.

" All last rains, Julia had additional duties :

she taught her classes of Karen young women

in the Scriptures about two hours a day, and

for this she carefully prepared herself. Besides

this, she had a class of children, teaching them

English. At first there were but two or three,

which by degrees increased to twenty ; but

the new ones required extra labor, and Julia

would give that extra labor. She scarcely

gave herself any vacation at the close of the

rains, only a part of two weeks ; and, when the

pupils came together again, they brought the

measles. More than thirty cases occurred ; and

Julia, with all her other cares and labor, at

tended upon the sick night and day ; her
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The Baptists of Sweden not only suffer from

restrictive laws with regard to the spread of

the gospel, but they are also placed in very

trying circumstances on account of the exist

ing laws concerning marriage. All young

persons who have grown up without being

sprinkled, and confirmed in the State Church,

cannot be legally married. Hence those mem

bers of Baptist churches who have not been

sprinkled, and confirmed in the State Church,

are compelled to have recourse to a form of

marriage in our churches which is considered

illegal, as the law will not permit the clergy

men of the State Church to unite in marriage

unconfirmed persons ; and the ceremony, if

performed by any other minister, would not

legalize the marriage. Consequently the chil

dren of those who have entered into marriage

relation without the sanction of the law are

illegal.

We have petitioned the government to pro

pose to the diet so to modify the law with

regard to marriage, that persons might be

legally married without the necessity of apply

ing to the clergy of the State Church. The

subject has been discussed, but not carried.

We also feel it to be a great inconvenience,

that we cannot bury our own dead without

the necessity of having the clergymen of the

State Church to perform the burial ceremo

nies.

These are but some of the legal disabilities

to which the Baptists of Sweden arc sub

jected.

As to the moral condition of the country,

intemperance prevails to a fearful extent.

Very little has been done to check the evil by

those who are in authority.

The sanctity of the sabbath is not observed

by the masses. Balls and dinner-parties are

given on that day ; theatres and other places

of amusement are open in the evening.

In view of the great change that has taken

plnce within the last quarter of a century, there

is, however, great cause to thank God, and

take courage.

Relying upon his promise that his word

shall not return unto him void, we have rea

son to believe that coming years shall tell of

a more glorious victory gained over all that is

opposed to our Lord Jesus Christ, and the

extension of his kingdom.

Unfeigned gratitude is due to the Christians

in America, who have so nobly contributed for

the spread of true religion in this far-oil

country.

Stockholm, September, 1875.

TELINGANA AND BURMAH.

BY REV. E. O. STEVENS, MISSIONARY TO THE BURMESE.

In the remote past, there existed in Hin

dustan a Teloogoo kingdom, called Telingana,

the capital of which was situated within the

limits of what is now denominated the Madras

Presidency. In those ancient times, when the

Teloogoos were subject to rajahs of their own

race, the more enterprising among them ap

pear to have ventured across the Bay of Ben

gal, and established trading stations on the

coast of Pegu, and the Tenasserim province.

They must have exerted a civilizing influence

over the barbarians with whom they traded ;

for, from the Teloogoos, the ancestors of the

Peguans obtained their written character. To

the most casual observer, the general similarity

in the shape of the letters, and the vowel signs

of the two languages, is quite striking. Com

binations of circles, and parts of circles, are

characteristic of both. Indeed, it seems prob

able that the term Taking, by which the Bur

mese designate the Peguan, is derived from

Telinga. The progenitors of the Burmese na

tion, moving down the Irrawaddy valley to

wards the sea, discovered a people more civil

ized than themselves, possessing books. To

the mixed population of Peguans and black

foreigners of the Teloogoo kingdom, they ap

pear to have given one common designation of

Telinga, or Taleing. From the Taleings, the

Burmese derived their alphabet; and, with

some modifications, their system of spelling.

Such are some of the results to which Sir
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Arther P. Phayre has arrived in tracing back

the beginnings of Burmese and Taleing litera

ture. Dr. Mason went so far as to advance

the theory that the Taleings came originally

from Hindustan.

But more than this : there can be no doubt

that the Shans and the Toung-thoos derived

their written character from the Burmans and

Taleings. It is well known, that the Tavoyans

and Aracanese, though possessing some dia

lectic peculiarities, use the same books as the

Burmese. Dr. Wade, in reducing the Karen

language to writing, instead of taking the Ro

man letters, made use of that which was ready

to hand.

With a few arbitrary changes, and a number

of important additions in the way of accent

and vowel signs, he constructed a system for

the Sgaus and Pvvos, which may be consid

ered well-nigh perfect for expressing genuine

Karen sounds. The kemea spelling-book made

by Rev. L. Stilson, and the system of spelling

invented by Dr. Stevens for the Salongs of the

Mergui Archipelago, were based upon the Bur

mese and Karen. The Bghai, Red Karen, and

Gaycho, Dr. Mason found to require but slight

modifications of the Sgau, or the Pwo.

It will be seen, then, that the Burmese owe

to the Teloogoos the first impulse, which

brought them out of a state of barbarism, up

to the position which they now occupy among

the half-civilized nations of the earth. The

books which the different tribes in Burmah are

reading to-day, whether written with a style

upon palm-leaf in some Buddhist monastery,

or printed upon foreign paper at the mission

press, may all be traced back, more or less

directly, to ancient Telingana.

Moreover, British Burmah, at the present

day, is largely indebted to the same region for

its supply of labor. The various races inhab

iting Burmah have retained so much of the

wild love of freedom, which has -descended to

them from the Tartar stock whence they

sprung, that they have a strong aversion to the

restraints which service imposes upon them..

In the seaport towns of Rangoon and Maul-

main, the house-servants, the cartmen, and the

porters are principally from the Madras coast ;

and of these the Teloogoos form a large pro

portion.

Besides, to the Burmese, the Taleings, and

the Aracanese, the discipline, the drill, and the

routine enforced in a military camp, are ex

ceedingly distasteful. Hence it has never been

possible to make good soldiers of them. The

British have always depended upon India,—

principally upon sepoy regiments, recruited

from among the Teloogoo and Tamil popula

tion of the Madras Presidency, — to co-operate

with them in doing garrison duty in their Bur-

man possessions. It is said, that at one time,

during the Indian mutiny of 1857, the Euro

pean troops were withdrawn, and Burmah was

intrusted, almost entirely, to Madras native

infantry regiments, which, with scarcely an ex

ception, remained loyal during that terrible

campaign.

But not only is Burmah indebted to Telin

gana ; but there is one aspect of the case in

which Telingana may be said to be indebted

to Burmah ; or, at least, to those parts of Bur

mah which have shared most largely the ben

efits derived from Christian missions. About

fifteen years ago, Rev. A. T. Rose baptized, in

Rangoon, a Teloogoo by the name of Anthra-

vady, who had been converted in his own

country, and, as mess butler, served the officers

in command of one of the native regiments,

which spent two or three years in Burmah.

This man was the means of converting quite a

number of others of his own people. Some of

these have remained in Rangoon to the pres

ent time, and are now counted in the member

ship of the Rangoon English Baptist Church.

Such as belonged to the regiment, after their

return to their own country, kept up their

prayer-meetings, forming a kind of regimental

church, to which have been added, from time

to time, of such as we hope shall be

saved.

The readers of " The Missionary Magazine "

have seen how Swanum Etheragulu, a Te

loogoo sepoy baptized by Mr. Haswell in

Maulmain in 1861, returned to labor, after his

discharge from the army, as a colportor

among his countrymen. He has held fast his

integrity during all these years, and is now on

hand to assist Rev. W. W. Campbell in doing

pioneer work, in the newly occupied station of

Secunderabad.

Rev. Edwin Bullard, stationed at Alloor,

was born in Maulmain, and spent the greater

part of his childhood in British Burmah. He

carries with him to the Teloogoo country the

benefit received from what he himself has seen

of that which the Lord has been pleased to

accomplish through the instrumentality of the




