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A RESPONSIVE WORD FROM ABROAD.

BY REV. WILLIAM DEAN, D.D., MISSIONARY IN SIAM.

In the October number of the Magazine,

the inquiry is made, "Whence shall help

come ? " and the answer given by inspired

words, " My help cometh from the Lord,

which made heaven and earth ; " and the idea

is added, that help from him comes in answer

to prayers. In the present state of our mis

sions, it would be difficult to find thoughts

more timely or more urgent In Scripture

language, "This is a day of trouble and re

buke ; for the children are come to the birth,

and there is no strength to bring forth." Zion

has travailed with the promise that a nation

should be born in a day ; and can it be said

that her labors shall now become abortive ?

No ! Zion shall see a seed as numerous as

the stars of heaven ; but her help cometh from

the Lord, and he will be inquired of by the

house of Israel to do those things for them.

His promise, " Ask, and ye shall receive,"

still remains uncancelled, and its redemption

is as sure as the throne of God. Prayer is

now the great need : prayer will call down the

Holy Spirit to convert the world ; prayer will

secure divine help to missionaries to render

them efficient in preaching Christ to the

heathen ; and prayer will bring forth from the

churches at home the needed funds to carry

the gospel to every creature. The . grand

reason why so many do not give to missions

is that they do not pray for missions ; and the

reason that others give so little is that they

pray so little. It is impossible for any one

honestly to pray for an object, without doing

all in his power to promote it ; but how few

professed Christians pray for missions I In

how many churches the monthly concert of

prayer is abandoned altogether ! and, where it

is observed, how few of the members attend

it, or even pray at home for the heathen and

their representatives among them ! Now and

then, these representatives receive from the

friends of missions an expression of sympathy

in their work, and a pledge of continued

prayer for Its success, which greatly gladdens

their hearts, and gives them new energy for

their toil. The committee and executive offi

cers are so much engrossed with the scaffold

ing, and with collecting the material and the

needed workmen to build the Lord's house,

that they really have little time to give the

needed sympathy and counsel to those who

are laying the foundations abroad.

And it should not be forgotten that we are

still laying foundations, and there must of

necessity yet be a long-continued and increas

ing demand upon the home churches for sup

port. The mission-churches are receiving

instruction and training, and some of them

are making noble efforts for self-support

They begin by making a pecuniary sacrifice

which men in Christian lands do not under

stand. By observing the sabbath, as they

suppose, they lose one day in a week for gain

ing their daily bread, and in reality make a

greater sacrifice by losing their co-partnership

in a trading-house ; or their customers, if

doing business alone, because their shop, like

that of their neighbors, is not every day alike.

If a customer comes, and finds the door closed

to-day, he will go elsewhere to buy to-morrow.

In addition to this serious sacrifice, if he help

to build and repair the chapel, and from his

reduced income give something for the sup

port of the sexton and the preacher, we may

place him on the memorial column above some

at home who have given their tens of thou

sands. As the Master said of the poor widow,

compared with the rich who gave of their

abundance, " She hath cast in more than they

all."

The churches in Asia are pecuniarily poor ;

and, if it requires much time and effort to train

Christians in America to give according to

their ability, then it must require much more

time and effort to train the disciples from hea

thenism to like benevolence. Asiatics gen

erally are flabby textured, loose jointed, thick

skulled, black skinned, diminutive sized, and

a weakly race. Their mental and moral char

acter resembles their physical constitution.

They have neither the elements nor the con

struction of strong men, in any sense of that

term. They excel in selfishness, deceit, and

chicanery, and consequently are wanting the

generosity, the purity, and integrity of a relia
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ble character. They have inherited from gen

erations of Pagan ancestors all the corrupt

passions of fallen humanity, and these have

been matured in the hotbed of heathenism ;

and, when converted, these plants of virtue

seem sickly in their growth, and the fruits, if

ever ripened, are dwarfed in size and shrivelled

in appearance, and wanting the luscious flavor

of home fruits.

From such material the common members

of our mission-churches are but babes in

Christ, and the preachers are but children in

understanding. If young men born in a Chris

tian land require to be educated seven years

to fit them for the gospel ministry, then young

men born in a land of paganism might need

seventy times seven years for a like fitness.

Still some of these men are of great service in

exhorting their brethren and preaching to their

countrymen ; but to leave these churches in

Asia to the pastoral care of these native preach

ers, without the superintendency of foreign

missionaries and without the support of foreign

funds, would be about as wise as to collect a

company of country farmers on board ship,

2nd after giving them a sight of salt water

and a few lessons in seamanship, without pro

visions or a pilot, to send them to navigate

the ship around the world. We all have occa

sion to pray more and do more and wait longer

before we can leave our mission-churches to

their own superintendency or support.

After all that God in his mercy has allowed

as to do for the heathen, the responsibility of

preaching the gospel to every creature will

long rest with special pressure upon the

American churches ; and this pressure is not a

burden, but a blessing. If Paul could regard

it a grace to be allowed to preach the gospel

to the Gentiles, then the members of our

churches may each regard it a like grace to

share a part in a like service. The churches

which have made an experiment of generous

giving to the cause of benevolence have .grown

rich in this world's goods, have prospered in

their church interests, and io their own souls

have personally received a reward of a hun

dred fold, to say nothing of the coming life

everlasting. Christianity, like its Author, is a

mystery of mercy ; and, the more we can do

for either, the better for us. The more costly

the sacrifice, or the more self-denying the ser

vice, the stronger the linking of the soul to

the incorruptible inheritance purchased by the

blood and held by the hand of Him who hung

upon the cross. We cannot pray too much

nor do too much for the heathen for whom he

died ; we cannot love too much nor give too

much to him who gave his life for us, and

whose last words spoken upon earth are now

sounding in every Christian's ear, " Go ye into

all the world, and preach the gospel to every

creature." By these words' the missionary

work is bound upon the Church till every part

of the world shall have been evangelized ; and

every heart that hopes for salvation, begs a

part in this service, and daily offers supplica

tion for its consummation, and he that sincerely

prays, " Thy kingdom come" will honestly

give of his time and his substance to hasten

its coming, when it can be said, " The king

doms of this world are become the kingdoms

of our Lord and of his Christ."

MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE.

BURMAH.

P'tssion to Hit t'mniuns.

LETTER FROM MR. ROSE.

TOUNOOO, Dec. 25, 1875.

HOMEWARD BOUND. —It is a month to-day

since I left Mandelay. My party is composed of

Lazarus, who is my cook, two heathen Burmans

from Mandelay, a pony, a cart, and four bullocks.

The cart contains my clothes, bed, cooking uten

sils, food, and a large box of books and tracts,

forty-eight hundred in number, and not less than

two hundred thousand pages. My books and

tracts alone would have been a load for six coolies.

My route was directly south from Old Ava to

Toungoo, and nearly parallel with the beautiful

range of mountains which separates Burmah from

Shan-land, extending in an unbroken chain from
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to gaze upon ; and yet talk about starving out

and calling home some of the noblest band of

ambassadors whom America has ever sent to

foreign climes ! Truly this is a novel thank-

offering to the Lord God of our fathers for a

century of national blessings."

A RETURNING MISSIONARY. — Nearly two

years ago Rev. W. B. Boggs, under the Bap

tist Foreign Board of the British Maritime

Provinces, sailed for the foreign field. He is

prostrated in health, on his way home, and is

expected on this continent in a few days. In

a recent letter from him, written from Madras,

India, he says, " I left my home and friends,

and turned my face towards the East, with the

strong desire and fixed purpose to labor for

the salvation of the heathen ; and already I

am returning to my native land. Before actual

work has commenced, I have to retrace my

steps ; before the battle has begun, I am or

dered to the rear.

"It was in my heart to labor for the salva

tion of the heathen ; but God has seen fit to

order otherwise. I was permitted, however,

to take part in the solution of the question of

a mission to the Karens of Siam ; have seen

the removal of the mission to the land of the

Teloogoos, and, I trust, its permanent estab

lishment in that interesting field.

" But, though I am obliged to return so

soon, I do not feel that my coming out here

was a mistake. No step of my life was taken

with a deeper desire for divine guidance, or a

clearer conviction of divine approval ; and I

now believe that the same heavenly Master

who led me out here is leading me back

again ; for what reason, he knows best."

WE have, then, this remarkable fact, that,

taking the growth of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States as a fair indication of the

aggregate increase of the whole Evangelical

Church in this country, we have the growth

of the mission churches three and a half

times greater, with one-third of the ministe

rial force and at one-half the cost. — Fifty

Years' Mission Work.

THERE is also a large class called in some

countries " Borderers," recipients of the truth,

yet afraid for various reasons to come out

openly to be baptized. These are found in or

on the borders of every mission, waiting for

more auspicious times before avouching pub

licly their interest in Christ. Akin to these is

another class, who, away from mission centres,

are cherishing secretly their faith in the Lord

Jesus, and can only be recognized as God's

hidden ones. Were all who confess to the

missionary that they have given up their own

systems, and have embraced Christianity as

the only system of truth, and rely for salvation

only on the Lord Jesus, to come out decidedly

for Christ, the roll of communicants would be

largely increased. Besides these, there is a

still larger number who are thoroughly ac

quainted with the doctrines and principles of

Christianity, and who are ready to assert its

benign and divine character, and yet stand

aloof from a cordial reception of the same ;

while others have ceased defending their own

system, and who, if they are not ready openly

to acknowledge that the religion of the cross

can, alone save, yet have no confidence in their

own tenets, and have abandoned all idolatrous

rites. These are gains to the power of the

gospel, and many of them will be found in the

future on the side of Christ and among his

devoted friends. — Ibid.

CHINA'S MILLIONS. — Suppose that on the

first day of the year 1876 you begin to count,

and continuously persevere day and night until

the first day of the year 1888, or twelve years,

you would not count four hundred millions,

the number of China's population. They

would form hand in hand a line long enough to

reach to the moon, or to encircle the earth ten

times at the equator. In this population there

are about 33,000 deaths every day.

MR. MARSHMAN, in his "History of the

Serampore Mission " (vol. ii. p. 56), says the

Burmese mission "was taken up by a body

of men of invincible perseverance, who

brought into the missionary field all that

splendid energy which has rendered the United

States the phenomenon of history. . . .

The Burmese mission confessedly stands at

the head of our modern missionary enterprises.

It realizes all that has been affirmed of the

almost fabulous success of Xavier, while it ex

hibits a more rigid and substantial enforcement

of Christian principles and practice. When the

American missionaries first made their appear

ance at Serampore, in 1812, Dr. Carey wrote to

Mr. Fuller, ' I have little hope from the Ameri
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churches in the shape of missionary zeal and effort. We read of scores and hundreds

being added to some church that is a contributor to the work of missions ; and, on con

sulting the books of the mission treasury, find that same church giving no more, and in

some cases giving less, for the spread of the gospel. And we wait in vain for the

numerical increase of such a church to grow into a spiritual, working, giving force. The

years roll on ; and that church does no more, it may be does even less than formerly, to

spread the gospel beyond its own narrow and crowded limits. There is here, at some

point, a radical defect. Either the revival has been a spurious production, begotten under

spurious doctrines and false methods ; or the principles of true piety and Christian

activity have not been inculcated and impressed upon the minds of the young converts,

so as to make the numerical increase a working, aggressive, evangelizing force in the

church.

We are heartily sick of the talking and writing, so much of which we have nowa

days, about "entire consecration," the " higher life," the "life of faith," the " rest of

assurance," and other like phraseology, proceeding from those "who either wholly ignore

or slightly regard the claims of God upon the time, talents, energies, and possessions

of his people. Men, whether they be ministers or merchants, only trifle with the truth

of an entire consecration, who inculcate and profess to experience that truth, but who

are hoarding and hugging the wealth of this world, while the claims of Christ's own

great commission and the wants of perishing millions are all unheeded, or responded to

with the merest driblets of sympathy and of money. It is high time that this matter

were faithfully dealt with, and that the thin covering were torn from such religious pre

tension.

MISSIONARY WORK AMONG THE MALAYS.

BY REV. WILLIAM DEAN, D.D., OF BANGKOK, SIAM.

SINGAPORE, THE COMMERCIAL EMPORIUM OF the interior of the Malayan peninsula, where

THE EASTERN SEAS. they live without clothing or a fixed habitation,

and sleep on the trees of the jungle. They

ABOUT l° north of the equatorial line, and were first driven from Singapore by Malays

104° east from the meridian of London, is who came from Sumatra, A.D. 1160, and

Singapore. This Malayan island is twenty- planted a colony on the island, which they

five miles long, and fourteen miles broad, pre- called Singhapura.

senting a beautiful picture of hill and dale, These colonists were afterwards expelled by

covered still in part with primeval forest trees, the Javanese, who took possession of the

emulating in growth Californian greatness, island in 1252. In the estimation of Cameron,

with its hills rising to the height of two or who is good authority in all matters connected

three hundred feet, and the summits of many with the Straits, tlie Javanese did not prosper

of them crowned with European dwellings, here ; and, after a century or so, " they aban-

and adorned with all the varieties of tropical doned the island, leaving it to the occupancy

fruits and flowers. Though this beautiful of a few fishermen and gardeners." In this

island may not, as some suppose, have been condition it remained till about the middle of

the earliest residence of our first parents, still, the sixteenth century, when the Malays, who

from its natural attractions, it is worthy to had been disturbed in their quiet possession

have been the home of the unfallen pair. The of Malacca by the Portuguese, returned to

aborigines of the island have wandered into Singapore, and founded the kingdom of Johore
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in 1 512. About three hundred years after that

time, Sir Stamford Raffles founded a British

settlement at Singapore, which has since be

come the commercial emporium of these east

ern seas, the connecting link between India

and China, and the dwelling-place of enter

prising men from almost every nation of the

world. The population of Singapore is esti

mated at 120,000, — Chinese, 80,000; Malays,

15.000; Indiamen, 14.500; other Asiatics,

6.500; Eurasians,1 3,000; Europeans, 1,000.

This is in addition to the marine and military

changing population, and the constant tide of

passengers to and from Europe, India, and

China, and all the surrounding countries. The

arrival and departure of steamers is almost

daily signalized on the flagstaff on the top of

Government Hill ; and these signals can be

read by the people of the town and the resi

dents on the surrounding hills. Besides these

steamboats, a multitude of European ships and

native vessels throng the harbor of Singapore,

exchanging European fabrics for Asiatic pro

ductions. Among the latter are gambier, tin,

sago, tapioca, pepper, tortoise-shell, gutta

percha, nutmegs, mace, camphor, gum-elastic,

coffee, sapan-wood, stick-lac, birds' nests, betel-

nut. The imports and exports during the last

year probably exceed twenty million pounds

sterling.

SCHOOLS.

Soon after the settlement of the colony, an

institution of learning was established, called

the Raffles Institute, after the name of its

founder, Sir Stamford Raffles. This school,

under a competent faculty of teachers, has

since continued, with increasing success, to

furnish to various classes of Europeans and

Asiatics an academic education, both in the

English and vernacular languages. It is now

numerously attended by the children of

Europeans, Chinese, Malays, and the people

from India, and has proved a boon to the

youth of all classes, a monument to the

sagacity of its illustrious founder, and the

benevolence of an enlightened Government.

Other schools of a less prominent character

have been established in Singapore, both by

Protestants and Catholics; and during the last

year the Government has organized schools

1 Eurasians are of mixed parentage, — European fathers

and Asiatic mothers: hence Europe-Asians, or, for short,

Eurasians. — Ed. Mag.

for the Chinese youth to learn both English

and Chinese under the superintendence of a

Christian gentleman who was once connected

with Protestant missions, and who has the

prospect of great usefulness in his present

employment.

EARLY MISSION-WORK.

Singapore has also been occupied by the

English and American missionary societies.

The Rev. Ira Tracy, in behalf of the Amer

ican Board, commenced a mission there for

the Chinese in 1833, the year in which his

classmates Lyman and Munson made their

fatal attempt to evangelize the cannibals of

Sumatra. Mr. Tracy was followed by Dickin

son, Hop .', Trevelly, North, and others, who

opened schools and chapels both lor Chinese

and Malays ; but their mission was afterwards

abandoned, not for the want of promising

success, but for want of faith and perseverance.

Samuel Milton, under the patronage of the

London Missionary Society, when the British

flag was hoisted at Singapore in 1S19. pro

ceeded to establish a mission for the Chinese

there. He was succeeded by a line of laborers

from that society who continued till 1S44,

when they abandoned their missions in

Batavia and the Straits, and removed all their

Chinese-speaking missionaries to China. At

that time the Rev. Benjamin P. Keasberry

was in the service of the London Missionary

Society, and the only man then in Singapore

devoted to missionary work among the

Malays.

Mr. Keasberry, after completing his educa

tion, left America unconnected with any mis

sionary society; but on reaching Singapore he

came under the protection of the American

Board. When that society abandoned the

Straits, as a missionary field, he joined the

London Missionary Society ; and, when the

London Society gave up their missions in

the Straits, Mr. Keasberry was again left to

his own resources for support. But the results

of that abandonment were not measured by

the embarrassment of an individual laborer, but

they bore in a far more serious manner upon the

destinies of the people thus forsaken. When

the directors of the London Missionary Soci

ety resolved to give up a promising mission

established in 1827 by their agents, Rev.

Messrs. Beighton and Dyer, at Penang, trans

plant the Anglo-Chinese College founded in
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1S1 5 by Morrison and Milne at Malacca, and

pluck up the mission planted in 1818 by Milton

and his coadjutors at Singapore, and remove

the whole to China, some were filled with rap

ture at the grandeur of the plan, while others

mourned over the spoils and romance of the

enterprise.

These early missions were started at great

expense of money and toil. I recollect, on

landing at Penang in 1S34, of asking the Rev.

Mr. Dyer, afterwards one of the best Chinese

scholars we have ever had among the mission

aries, what success he met in his missionary

work. His response was, " I had been preach

ing in Chinese four years when I found that

I was not understood by the people ; then I

closed my chapels, and renewed mv study of

the languige." This may indicate that it is no

easy matter to require a knowledge of the

local language and habits of the people, and

to lay deep and broad foundations for a Chris

tian superstructure on heathen soil. When

that labor in lnying foundations is abandoned,

or the half-reared walls are left in ruins, the

hopes of labors blasted, and multitudes just

being lifted from the pit of paganism left to

fall to perdition, it becomes a serious affair.

A MALAYSIAN MT. ZION.

Mr. Keasberry, having an exellent knowledge

of the Malayan language, but ignorant of Chi

nese, did not feel himself at liberty to leave a

place where he was already prepared to labor,

and go to a people whose language he had yet

to learn. Consequently, he was left unaided by

any society, the sole Protestant missionary to

the tribes of the Malayan States, trusting alone

to his personal resources and the promises of

his God. His condition attracted the attention

of a gentleman high in the colonial govern

ment, who placed at his disposal a beautiful

hill, containing fourteen acres of ground in its

tropical wildness, and situated a mile from

town. This hill, Mr. Keasberry accepted in

the name of the Lord, and, bowing upon his

knees, consecrated it to his service, and gave

it the name of " Mount Zion." On this

summit, rising two hundred feet above the

surrounding plain, he began at once to clear

away the jungle, and built a small bungalow to

be occupied by a native who was to aid him in

the work of his mission. Afterward the entire

hill was cleared, andNplanted with the various

tropical fruit-trees ; and now may be seen there,

in healthy growth and fruit-bearing, the mango,

mangosteen, bread-fruit, cocoanut, coffee, cin

namon, pepper, nutmeg, cloves, cardamoms,

vanilla, papia, India-rubber, rambutans, laichis,

and all the varieties of the beautiful and fra

grant tropical Mowers.

On this hill have also been erected a commo

dious dwelling of two stories, for many years

occupied by Mr. Keasberry and his numerous

family, and a commodious bungalow of one

story for the accommodation of travelling mis

sionaries and other Christian guests; and that

bungalow is seldom empty, from the opening to

the close of the year ; and Mr. Keasberry is

seldom without a guest from different parts of

the world, who may stop there for a night or a

month, according to their convenience, and find

the hospitalities of the family never flag.

In addition to these dwellings, Mount Zion

has also buildings for a girls' school, a boys'

boarding-school, and a lithographic press. The

lithographic art was learned by Mr. Keasberry

in his youth ; and this press has furnished

much beautiful work, together with instruction

to many a youth, and aided in the support of

his family. The girls' school was for many

years under his personal superintendence, and

the boys' school has long flourished under the

care of his son. These schools have enjoyed

the patronage of the local government and

an appreciative mercantile community. And

among the pupils may be numbered the rajah

of Johore, and many men holding important

offices under the English Government, and act

ing as clerks and cashiers in banks and com

mercial houses. In addition to the lithographic

press, Mr. Keasberry has long had under his

control the mission press, located in town,

where Christian tracts and the Scriptures have

been printed, and where every variety of job-

work has been executed, employing ten or

fifteen men, and contributing to the support of

his family and the general expenses of his

missionary work. He built by subscription a

good mission-chapel in town ; where for years

he has preached every sabbath in Malay to a

large congregation of men and women, and

where he has gathered a church of more than

forty members.

Besides these sabbath services, he has reg

ularly met the people for an evening lecture

during the week, and on the first Monday

evening for the monthly concert of prayer.

At these last- mentioned services, other clergy
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men have been called in to share a part in the

exercises ; and these seasons have always been

profitable to the congregation, and often of

much interest to travelling friends who have

tarried with them for a night. From this chapel,

at the monthly concert of prayer, our friend

received his translation to heaven.

MEMORIAL SKETCH.

The Rev. Benjamin Peach Keasberry, the

subject of this memorial, was born at Hydrabad,

British India, Oct. 30,1811. His father was

an English colonel in the Indian army ; and

soon after the birth of this son, he was ordered

to Java, then in possession of the English,

and appointed resident of Tagal, where he

died in 1814. Mr. Keasberry's mother was a

Danish lady ; and her grandfather Baithaupt

was a missionary in Tranquebar, associated

with Swartz. After the death of Col. Keas

berry, his widow married Mr. Davidson ; and

his son was sent to school, first to the Isle of

France, then to Madras, and afterward to

America. He finished his education at Ando-

ver, and in 18 18 sailed from New York to

China in the ship " Morrison,'' in company

with Dr. David Abeel. From China he imme

diately proceeded to Singapore, the scene of

his life-work for the Malays. To that work he

brought rare qualifications, and in it combined

the translation of portions of the Bible, 'he

preparation and printing of various Christian

tracts, teaching the youth, and preaching the

gospel to the heathen and Mahommedan

inhabitants of Singapore. His smiling face

and kind words rendered him accessible by all ;

and his generous nature and perfect command

of the Malay language made him the confidant

and counsellor of many. His sympathy and

kind words dried many a mourner's tears, and

led them out of sorrow and difficulties into

hope and new energies of life. His help

ended not with mere sympathy and kind words j

but his hands often drew from a scanty purse

pecuniary aid for the needy, which relieved

their present embarrassments, and restored

them to the means of a livelihood. His name

was known and his praises sung by all classes

of people in Singapore ; so that at his funeral,

the most numerously attended of any one ever

known in the colony, the natives compelled the

Europeans to allow them to carry his remains

to the grave, though at a long distance from

his late dwelling-place.

Mr. Keasberry's first wife was the daughter

of Mr. Worth of Brooklyn, N.Y. She left

him two daughters, — one the wife of James

Meldrum, Esq., long associated with the rajah

of Johore, the other married the Rev. I. C.

Ince of the English Church in India. His

present widow is the daughter of the late

Robert Scott, Esq., a merchant in Batavia, by

whom he leaves seven sons and five daughters,

who mourn the loss of their honored father,

and cheer the loneliness of their judicious and

most estimable mother. We may be par

doned for introducing here an extract from one

of her letters.

" The Lord has been very good to me in

raising up so many friends in this my sudden

bereavement. Never having been separated

from my sainted husband for more than a

week or two at a time, I do now so miss him !

Yet I cannot but feel that it was a glorious

translation for him to be called away while

standing up preaching the unsearchable riches

of Christ's love. We have seen many dark

days, and often knew not where to look for

help ; but my dear one looked up to God, and

found him his great support all through, and

went on in his Master's work to the end. He

was indeed faithful to the end ; and how happy

he is now ! My husband had strong faith in

God the Father ; and he has indeed wonderfully

supported us ; and I feel sure he will still sup

port us if we put our trust in him at all times.

My dear husband was taken in the midst of

his Master's work. Such a sudden death I

have never seen. At our last missionary

prayer-meeting, he was reading about the con

version of a Mohammedan in Upper India ;

and while reading, he had an attack of heart-

disease, from which he had long suffered. He

dropped the pamphlet, and began relating

about one of his own school-boys, who had

while in England become a Christian, but

when he returned he could not withstand the

opposition from his wife and mother, and

then again became a Mohammedan. My hus

band's last words were, ' But I know the time

is not far distant when God will incline the

hearts of the poor deluded Mohammedans to

trust to "Jesus as their only Saviour? There

was a pause : he turned very pale ; and, while

standing in front of the pulpit, he felt back

against the pulpit, and then sank into his chair.

We all rushed to him. I poured water upon

his head, but his spirit must have fled before
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he fell. Oh, it was so sudden ! I know he is

now in the arms of Jesus, and his works will

follow him. It seems to me that his last words

are to be prophetic in the case of many of his

grown-up pupils, who know so much of truth,

yet keep so far from God.

"The Lord Jesus is my trust and consolation

in this sad and sudden bereavement ; but there

is such a blank in the house ! There is one

thing I should like your advice about, Dr.

Dean ; and that is, the Maha Rajah of Johore

(who was once Mr. Keasberry's pupil) wishes

to erect a monument over my husband's tomb.

Should I give my consent to it, or not ? Very

likely our native Christians, who are mostly

poor, would like to do it. They might per

haps erect a tablet in our church. What would

you advise ? "

The rajah will doubtless enjoy his wish to

erect a monument to the memory of his vener

ated teacher ; and the native Christians may

also have the privilege to place a tablrt in

their church inscribed to the name of him who

taught them the first lessons in the school of

Christ ; while multitudes of Europeans and

Asiatics of various languages will have his

name inscribed on the tablet of their hearts

in uneffaceable memory.

The last letter we received from him was

dated Mission Press, Singapore, Aug. 19, 1875.

Dr. De*n, My Dear Friend, — We are truly glad to

bear that your dear daughter and son-in-law are with you.

Can you not prevail upon them to remain with you, and help

forward the work begun so long ago, and so patiently and per-

aeveringly continued, for which now in your old age you are

reaping the fruits. I trust your society, after perusing your

bst reports, mav be led to reconsider the matter, and be per

suaded to allow Mr. Goddard to be your future colleague.

We are in good health at Mount Zion, and trust this may find

you all well. With much esteem and Christian regards,

Believe me, yours very truly,

B. P. Keasbbrry.

Mr. Keasberry, by personal experience, was

prepared to appreciate the importance of sus

taining missions long since planted, which still

gave promise of producing fruit. He saw

with painful solicitude the results of his own

missionary labors for thirty-seven years at

Singapore, about to be left with no human

provision to gather in the harvest, and carry

forward the work. He had a promising church

of forty members, who spoke the Malayan lan

guage, still surviving the numbers he had led

to Christ, and whom God had taken to glory ;

and he had also, near the centre of the Island,

a Chinese church under his care, and enjoying

the ministrations of a Chinese preacher, and a

numerous company of his former pupils, who

had learned from his lips the first lesson of

Christianity, besides thirty or forty youth now

in his school, daily receiving instruction in lit

erature and religion, and on the sabbath con

stituting a part of his worshipping congrega

tion at the chapel. These all to be left at his

death — which from his advanced years, and

known disease of the heart, might occur at any

moment — as sheep without a shepherd. His

prayers, always fervent, had grown into strong

cries and tears for some one to carry forward

the work in which he had so long and so faith

fully toiled. His prayers for this sometimes

amounted to an agony.

After such a life, God chose a fitting time

and place in which to end it. At the very

stand where he had for so many years pro

claimed the glorious gospel of the blessed God

to the Gentiles, on the very occasion on which

the living redeemed of all lands were engaged

in one heart, with the one prayer Thy kingdom

come, while uttering the words of exultant hope

and Christian triumph, with a countenance

radiant with heavenly joy, he went up. He did

not die — he was translated. And while the

astonished wife and children flew to his rescue,

as if to hold him back from his upward flight

by the skirts of his garments, the awe-struck

disciples and worshipping congregation seemed

by open mouth and wondering eyes to repeat

the words of Elisha, " My father, my father,

the chariot of Israel and the horsemen there

of."

BENJAMIN PEACH KEASBERRY.

THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS A MISSIONARY TO THE

MALAYS.

BORN AT HYDERABAD, BRITISH INDIA, OCT. 30, l8ll.

DIED WHILE PREACHING IN HIS CHAPEL AT SINGAPORE.

13TH OF SEPTEMBER, 1875.

Aged 64 Years.
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fitting introduction to the account of the Burman missions for the year under review.

The association met with the church in Henthada. Nearly all the churches were repre

sented, though the attendance was not large. The day preceding the opening of the

association, a council called by the Thongzai church met to examine and ordain Moung

Loo-ga-lay as an evangelist. The missionaries were invited to sit in the council, and Mr.

Crawley was chosen to conduct the examination, which was satisfactory. Mr. George

preached the sermon • the pastor of the Thongzai church offered the ordaining prayer ;

the Rangoon pastor gave the charge. These services, which occurred on the following

sabbath morning, were deeply interesting. It was well understood that the council,

though for convenience' sake it met at the place of the association, was entirely distinct

from it.

The association, for the second time, elected the pastor of the Thongzai church mod

erator ; and he presided over its sessions in a very satisfactory manner. The exercises

consisted of reading the letters from the churches, the reports of committees, inter

spersed with devotional exercises. The most interesting services were those held every

evening, including the sabbath, for preaching to the people, who could not be induced to

come into the chapel. The space between the mission schoolhouse in town and the

street, about 30 by 60 feet, was covered with a light, inexpensive bamboo roof, supported

by poles. The ground was covered by strong clean mats, for seats. The place was

open on all sides ; and the people, who would not come in and sit with the Christians,

would stand round outside, from fifty to a hundred or more, each evening, and listen to

the preaching. The girls from the school furnished good singing, which helped to call

the congregation. Two, and sometimes more preachers, were engaged in the course

of the evening, in reading and explaining the gospel, and exhorting the listeners. There

has been a great deal of this kind of preaching in the streets of Henthada during the

last two years • and many hundreds must have listened to the truth.

Mr. Jameson speaks of being greatly pleased with the chief speaker at the last even

ing of the association, whose substance and manner were alike admirable. He was

from Prome ; and Mrs. Crawley stated that he came to them a little boy years ago, had

been converted, had studied considerably in Mr. Crawley's class for preachers, and ever

since, in one way and another, had been doing good service.

The missionary committee, of which Mr. Crawley was chairman, reported the work

done during the past year. The committee was instructed as to the disposition of funds

for the coming year, of which about Rs. 200 were paid on the spot. It was decided to

continue the support of a preacher in the Prome district, of whom good accounts were

received ; and the rest of the funds will be used in mission work in the large town Say-

Myet-hua, on the borders of the Bassein district. The whole amount contributed by the

association for religious purposes was Rs. 5065-10-10. The whole number of church-

members, exclusive of the English church at Rangoon, is 1,037. The whole number of

pupils in schools is 752. The total number of baptisms reported was 142, the largest

number of Burmans ever reported in any one year. The increase was largely the result

of the Spirit's work in the district of Henthada, where 83 of the baptisms took place.

There is said to be good promise of as many more the coming year on the same field.

In proceeding to give a more detailed account of the several Burman missions, we

shall not speak of Tavoy till we come to report on the missions to the Karens.

MAULMAIN.

Early in the year Miss Barrows joined Mrs. Longley in the " Eurasian Girls' Home "

and school work, and has rendered invaluable service in that department. Miss Myra

H. Stetson arrived from the United States in July, to join Miss Haswell in the Burman

Girls' School. In crossing the Atlantic, Miss Stetson contracted a severe cold, owing

to defective arrangements for warming the steamship in which she took passage. She

was still suffering from its effects on her arrival, and was unable to enter upon the work

for which she went to Burmah. She had the best medical advice, and every means

available were used for her recovery ; but in vain. She was therefore compelled to
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return to the United States, and has arrived, somewhat improved, but not well. It is to

be hoped that a bracing climate may arrest the progress of her complaint. Miss Stet

son was in every way peculiarly well adapted for the work to which she was designated,

and endeared herself to every member of the mission during her stay. In September

Mr. W. H. S. Hascall joined the mission from the Mission Press at Rangoon. He is

taking up the work of itinerating, and is making special efforts among the young men

and lads of the Burman church and congregation. In the latter, especially, we have

every reason for encouragement, and believe that much good is being done by his min

istry. Rev. Alex. Estabrooks and his wife arrived the 13th of November. Mr. Esta-

brooks at once relieved the station missionaries, and assumed the pastorate of the little

English Baptist church.

In January, Dr. Haswell, according to appointment, prepared the " circular letter "

of the Maulmain Association. It was revised soon after the annual meeting, and pub

lished in tract form as " An Address to Christians," urging upon the native disciples

the duty of proclaiming the gospel by word and life to their heathen countrymen. The

tract has been extensively circulated among Karens as well as Burmese, and is highly

commended by all. Almost immediately after this effort, Dr. Haswell was attacked by

a most painful inflammation of the eyes, from which he did not recover until during the

rains. His disease has made steady progress : the vocal organs have become seriously

affected, and his voice has become so weak that he has often been unable to communi

cate with any one. While he is physically helpless, his other faculties remain unim

paired. Almost the entire care of Dr. Haswell has devolved upon his wife. This, with

the duties of her large household, has taxed her strength severely.

Rev. Jas. R. Haswell continues as hitherto in charge of the general work of the mis

sion. In addition to the general direction of affairs, he has preached often from the

pulpit, at private houses, and at special meetings for the heathen in Rangoon, Maul

main, and in Che district. Every such service has been an occasion of enjoyment and

special thanksgiving to him. A severe cold, contracted by unavoidable exposure to a

violent storm while travelling by boat to an out-station in September, entirely laid him aside

from such work during the last quarter of the year, and caused serious apprehensions.

In addition to his work as editor of " The Burman Messenger," special attention has been

given to the preparation of a new edition of Stilson's "Elements of Arithmetic" in

Burmese. Government had given an order of six thousand copies of Part I. of this work.

About three months were spent in Rangoon, superintending the printing of the book at

the Mission Press ; but work was stopped with the book half printed for lack of paper,

and has not been resumed for the same reason. During the last half year Mrs. Jas. R.

Haswell has for the first time in her life suffered seriously from ill health and debility.

Mrs. Longley was obliged to give up her work in October and November from over

exertion ; and the issue was for a time quite doubtful.

The number of native preachers remains the same as reported at the close of last

year (eight), Moung Yangin having being employed by Mr. Hascall during the last

quarter as a personal assistant. The two younger men and the Toungthoo preacher

Ko Nyar Nah, and to a less extent Ko Tah of K'marwet alone, have been able to

render effective service. The Maulmain pastor has regained his usual health, and is now

comparatively able to discharge his duties. Moung Kyaw accompanied Rev. Messis.

Sandford and Armstrong on their trip of exploration to Rahaing in Siam. He found a

number of Talaing families in that city, and was permitted to preach the gospel, and fur

nish them with the Scriptures and other books in their own language. Moung Kyaw

and Moung Reuben have spent considerable time in itinerating separately and in com

pany. With the exception of a trip to Shwaygyeen, Mr. Simon La Chape-He has con

tinued his residence at Maulmain. Although he has suffered much from fever and

general ill health, he has often supplied the Burman pulpit with much acceptance, and

has preached and labored as opportunity offered. It is a source of real regret to the

mission, that he has felt unable as yet to resume his position at Shwaygyeen.

The English Church has demanded less of the missionaries the past year than

previously. Mr. Joseph S. Adams, a young English evangelist, labored with them for
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some weeks, and was followed early in June by Mr. Henry Soltati, also from England, —

a missionary of the China inland mission, appointed to establish a station at Bhamo,

Upper Burmah, looking towards the occupation of Yunnan in Western China. The

difficulties between the English and Burmese Governments caused his delay. The Lord

brought him to Maulmain, where he labored for the English-speaking people nearly

three months. His coming was in the fulness of the blessing of Christ, not only to the

English but the Burmese Church. His sincere piety, sound good sense, and earnest

devotion to the Master's service, have been a precious blessing to the mission and Chris

tians of both races. Including two Tamil converts, 15 persons were baptized in connec

tion with the English church previous to Mr. Estabrooks's arrival.

The three native churches at Amherst and K'marwet show but little change. That at

K'marwet gives evidence of healihy growth : a married couple from the heathen have

been received by baptism, and the disciples continue faithful and earnest in the Master's

service. In Maulmain there has been unusual religious interest, especially among the

younger members of the church. A remarkable work of grace has been going on

through the year in the Girls' Boarding School. 31 converts have been received by

baptism during the year, of whom two men and one woman were from the heathen.

Several of the younger converts were also from the heathen. Seven of these were lads

and young men, and twenty-one young women and girls.

Schools. — Out-station schools have been maintained at Amherst and K'marwet as

usual. At Amherst the attendance has ranged from 30 to 45 (pupils of both sexes),

according to the season. The school at K'marwet has had from 20 to 35 scholars. The

old station-house and lot at Moodong was sold in December, a new lot purchased, and

a house erected during the last week of the year, where it is proposed — at the earnest

solicitation of the villagers — to settle a promising young couple from the Maulmain

church, to engage primarily in school work. It is hoped that as they grow older the

way will open for them to engage more directly in evangelical work. The Mission Boys'

school at Maulmain, under Dr. Shawloo and five assistant teachers, has been prospered.

They?r.r/ month of the year closed with 147 pupils on the roll, and an actual daily

attendance of 97. From this the number of pupils rapidly increased ; and the monthly

average attendance of pupils on the rolls for the whole year is 205. The actual daily

attendance averages iSoX- The total school fees (viz., \ re, or annas 8, per month)

collected during the year amount to Rs. 1,490, or an average of Rs. 124 3 per month.

The total disbursements on account of the school during the same period by the A. B. M.

Union amount to Rs. 1,140. In addition to school fees, the boys pay for all their

books, stationery, &c. It is impossible to ascertain the amount thus expended. Dr.

Shawloo's last quarterly remittance for sales on account of " Mission Press" is Rs.

106.14. A large number of the lads are quite small, and the standard of instruction

for the first-class boys is hardly above that of intermediate schools in the United

States.

Girls' Schools. — These schools have been under Miss Haswell's sole charge, except as

assisted by native teachers and the services of an Eurasian lady as inspectress of the

day schools. There has been abundant opportunity for enlarging the work and useful

ness of these schools in every department ; but the lack of means, and, above all, the

overwhelming amount of work, and exceeding multiplicity of engagements devolving on

the principal alone, has prevented. It has required unceasing struggle, and taxed her

powers of endurance, until we tremble daily for the result. The boarding-school con

tained 86 inmates at the close of the year, of whom 5 are pupil teachers. 10 pupils

have left the school during the year, 2 of these by marriage ; 21 pupils from this school

are engaged in teaching at Bassein, Thayet Myo, Pegu, Shwedoung, and elsewhere.

The school at Moodong was closed on the removal of Ko Tha Moung's widow. There

have been five day schools in operation through the year, with an average of 180 pupils.

The Director of Public Instruction of British Burmah, in his report for 1874-75, just pub

lished, says of the boarding-school, "It continues to set an example to all Burmese

vernacular girls' schools ; and, being with a fine and well-furnished building, a visit to it

would lepay even a visitor not especially interested in education. . . . The first and
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the missionary concert. The plan of ladies

making an extra effort to aid in meeting the

crisis was proposed to Mrs. Baldwin and

Mrs. William Reynolds, who gave it their full

approbation ; and the subject was talked over

at the stated weekly meeting of the sisters of

the church. The paper was prepared ; and

several of the ladies most interested in this

effort met at the house of Mrs. Reynolds to

make arrangements for the printing and dis

tribution among the churches of five hundred

copies. In our own church and society be

tween four hundred and five hundred dollars

were raised. Personal sacrifices were made.

Jewelry and valued articles were sold, and the

money given to this cause. Recalling these

events is affecting to me, as those interested in

them have passed away. Oh that every Christ

ian would work while the day lasts, and live for

eternity ! I do not know that any with whom I

was associated in this effort are now living."

We print the circular with all the typograph

ical indications of the deep and earnest feeling

poured into it from the hearts of those who

composed and sent it forth. No doubt others

besides Mrs. O'Brien will recall to mind the

crisis described when they read the circular.

CIRCULAR.

To the Female Members of the Baptist

Church in .

Beloved Sisters, — Having had our sym

pathies in Foreign Missions re-awakened, even

to a four-fold interest, we are desirous of com

muning with you upon the subject, that we

may enlist your sympathies and secure your

co-operation in more efficient measures for the

support of this branch of the Redeemer's

cause.

We had known for many months, that

much solicitude was felt by the Board, and

that great anxiety pressed upon their spirits

when the wants of the different Missions and

the state of the Treasury were compared ; but

we quieted our minds, while contributing the

usual sum, with an undefined presumption,

that, as they had heretofore, so they would still

be able to meet all the expenses of the Stations.

But a letter from Maulmain, read by the

Foreign Secretary, Dr. S. Peck, at the Monthly

Concert in January, dispelled the illusion, and,

with similar extracts from letters of other

stations since listened to, has filled our hearts

with deep anxiety. The consequences of re

striction were vividly before us. We could

see the half-taught Burman youth, who was

just beginning to think about the Christian's

God, sent back to his idolatrous home to

settle down into more hopeless degradation

and darkness ; and those who had been habit

ual hearers of the Word at the zayat, returning

to their superstitious and revolting heathenism,

because the Missionary was not there, and

saying, " Where is the perseverance and self-

denying zeal of the Christian in the service of

his God ? "

Our anxieties were deepened by the remarks

of our beloved Pastor, at the last Monthly

concert and the preceding one : " Could you,''

he said, "be present at the meetings of our

Board, you would feel like weeping ; for we

do. It was this morning the saddest meeting

I ever attended. The heart-affecting appeals

coming to us for more missionaries and more

money to carry forward their well-arranged

operations, while the state of our funds com

pels us to answer ' Restrict your operations,'

this makes our hearts ache. And when the

inquiry comes back to us, ' At what point

SHALL WE BEGIN TO RESTRICT ? ' the obliga

tion to return a definite reply brings with it a

sense of pungent pain and tremendous respon

sibility. Nevertheless the order has already

gone forth, ' You MUST restrict.'"

" Connected with the Maulmain Mission,"

as stated by the Missionaries in the letter re

ferred to, " are three boarding schools, six day

schools, and the theological seminary. There

are also in the Burman, Taling, and the two

Karen departments, no less than twenty-five

assistants : so that in our judgment not less

than seven thousand rupees are needed for the

extra expenses of the Mission. But the Cir

cular (of the Board) appropriates only forty-

seven hundred. In order to bring our expenses

within the limits prescribed, we must unavoid

ably dismiss some of our schools or some of

our assistants."

Information of the same kind has been re

ceived from the Assam Mission. " We were

sorry," said Mr. Brown, "to learn, from your

letters to the Mission, that the funds of the

Board are so low. I do not think that the

sum allowed to this Mission will be nearly

sufficient to cover the extra expenses of the

ensuing year."
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Mr. Brayton, at Mergui in the Tavoy Mis

sion, has written as follows: "Shall I then

suspend all operations at once, and send my

little band of ten scholars back to the jungle,

DISAPPOINTED, CAST DOWN, and DISMAYED ?

This is indeed a trying question. I am quite

sure, if the churches in America knew the im

portance of sustaining these schools and native

assistants, there would be no want of FUNDS.

What can we do without these auxiliaries ?

Comparatively nothing."

Mr. Abbott, writing from Sandoway, in Ar-

racan, says, " Nineteen hundred rupees are

absolutely required for schools and assistants.

As to assistants I will simply say, that I have

the men selected. Nearly all these assistants

are now at the head of large congregations of

Christians." (But Mr. Abbott is restricted to

a thousand rupees a year for such expenses.)

He adds, after stating other particulars, " I

mention all these facts and suggestions to the

Board, to aid them in LIMITING the EXTRA

EXPENSES of SANDOWAY, and, if I am to

RETRENCH in ANY particular, the Board will

please say IN WHAT. I have put my estimate

as low as I DARE in the sight of God."

From Siam, July 24, the Missionaries write

to the Board : " Two days since, we received

yours of March 7, 1840 ; and last evening we

spent in spreading out the case before the

throne of Heaven. We are aware that the

Board are very seriously embarrassed, that

many pious liberal hearts in our native land

are deeply pained on account of this embar

rassment, and that the threatened overthrow

of all our missionary operations would be a

most insupportable calamity. Yet we see not

how it is possible to relinquish any of our

present permanent arrangements without a

most serious if not a fatal wound to the

Mission.

"With the confident hope that our dear

. brethren in Christ, on being informed of our

circumstances and the threatened ruin of our

labors and hopes and plans, will not only help

the Board to sustain our present doings, but

enable them to send with dear Brother Jones

the men and means for a great enlargement.

we are resolved to pray to the only God of

Missions, whose the money and the men are,

to send us speedily the needed aid."

" And where shall we retrench ? " asks Mr.

Slafter, of the same Mission. "If we have

houses, we must have roofs on them. (Their

roofs are thatched with leaves, &c.) Wj must

have a house in the bazaar, or not carry the

gospel to. the people. We must sustain a

Chinese assistant, or Brother Dean will soon

sink down into his grave, under his labors, and

the little Church — the foundation of our hopes

and our little heaven here — be scattered to

the wolves. We must sustain the schools, or

long, long years will see darkness still brood

ing over this people.

"A notice in 'The New York Register,'

in bold capitals, told of the 'SUPPRESSION

OF SCHOOLS —THE DISMISSAL OF

THE NATIVE ASSISTANTS — STOP

PING OF THE PRESS, THE TRANSLA

TIONS, AND TRACT OPERATIONS —

THE MISSIONARIES RETURNING,

AND THE WORK BEING AT AN END.'

WELL, WE ARE RECALLED, rushed into my

mind as though all were a reality. The first

opportunity we must leave for our native land

' To-day,' says one, ' I must discharge my

teacher.' Another says, ' I must dismiss these

Siamese boys and girls redeemed from slavery,

and already able to speak and read in Siamese

and English." Says another, ' I must send away

this dear company of Chinese boys to their

homes, and to the idol-worship of their fathers.

I must turn off my native assistant, and above

all this native Church, the only one in all this

region, raised and nourished with many tears,

to be crushed by the mass of pollution thai

surrounds it, and must leave this vast popula

tion to work their own way after happiness, —

the enemies of God. ' "

While listening to these extracts and re

marks, the reflection came home with power,

" Am I guiltless of the blood of these souls ?

Do I contribute all that I should to this cause ?

Can I practise no self-denial by which my

contributions may be increased ? " Simulta

neous resolves were then formed, and a meet

ing proposed, that we might act in concert

From this meeting, beloved Sisters, we now

address you ; and implore you to unite with

us in immediate efforts to prevent the relin-

quishment of schools in Maulmain, Siam, and

other places, by more general and liberal con

tributions to the Board. Our own first collec

tions will be applied to sustaining the Maul-

main Schools ; as directions have been given for

diminishing them, which will be recalled if a

sufficient sum for their support can now be

raised. Will you not aid in supporting the rest?
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We are aware that our means as females

are very limited ; but can the approving sen

tence now apply to us, " She hath done what

she could"? By some retrenchment in our

personal attire, our home comforts and con

veniences, or from some treasured little store,

cannot each contribu.te a special offering

at this crisis ? And at that day when we

meet the converted ones from these schools,

in the Paradise of our God, and hear the

blessed plaudit, "Well done, good and faithful

servant," think you we shall regret the sacri

fice? Were the privilege of contributing to a

cause so glorious in its results fully realized,

we do believe the command would soon go

forth, given by Moses to the ancient Israelites,

"Make no more offering ; for there is enough

for the service, yea, and more than enough."

But we are aware, that, as the wants of the

Missions are continuous, so must our contribu

tions be. In addition to our present extra

efforts, we are increasing our subscriptions to

our Primary Missionary Society. To stimulate

oar Sisters to similar efforts, and to the forma

tion of similar societies where they do not

exist, is a prominent object of this Circular.

It is from these small but perennial streams,

which yield their beneficent waters EVERY

SEASON', that the parched places of the earth

must be supplied. To these Primary Societies

we would urge every sister to give her name,

though she be able to contribute but two mites-

Such an offering, if apportioned to our means'

and made WILLINGLY WITH THE HEART, has

the Saviour's smile of approbation. And LET

THE OFFERING BE MADE WITH PRAYER.

She who PRAYS the most, with efforts corre

sponding to her ability, DOES the most for the

advancement of Christ's kingdom.

The following are the Resolutions which we

have adopted : —

RESOLVED, That we deeply sympathize with

our Board of Missions, under their present

embarrassments, and with our beloved Mis

sionaries on whom these Testrictions bear so

heavily ; and that we will unite our efforts to

enable them to sustain their schools now

established at Maulmain.

RESOLVED, That we send a Circular to our

Sisters of other Churches, that we may " stir

up their pure minds by putting them in re

membrance of these things," enclosing the

EXTRACTS which so aroused our own minds.

Written in behalf of the female members of

the Federal-street Church and Congregation.

MARGARET D. BALDWIN, President.

MARY L, O'BRIEN, Secretary.

BOSTON, March n, 1841.

THE OPENING HISTORY OF OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

REV. S. L. CALDWELL, D.D., professor at

Newton Theological Seminary, has prepared,

for the volume issued by the American Baptist

Publication Society on "BAPTISTS AND THE

NATIONAL CENTENARY," an admirable paper

on our foreign missions. It is, of course, a

mere outline of our work in that department

of religious activity ; but the sketch, though

necessarily condensed, is remarkably compre

hensive. It presents only the salient points

in beginnings and results,-omitting the numer

ous and wide-reaching details of progress. It

reveals careful study, large and correct knowl

edge of the enterprise of missions from the

origin to the present time. Facts and figures

are given with rare accuracy. The signal

providences of God, as disclosed in secular

history, and in the movements of the Christian

Church relative to the evangelization of hea

then countries, are traced and indicated by

Dr. Caldwell with a distinctness of conception,

with an earnestness of appreciation, with a

conciseness and vigor of expression, charac

teristic of the writer. From this excellent

summary we select for. the columns of the

" Magazine " a few paragraphs which carry us

back to the opening history of our own foreign

mission work.

Says Dr. Caldwell, " The East India Com

pany chartered under Elizabeth in 1600, . . .

while intent only on trade or conquest, was

really opening India to the gospel. Still

nearly two centuries passed before English

Christianity was ready to enter where com

merce had led the way. In 1757, at the battle

of Plassey, Robert Clive had secured India to

British dominion, and turned a trading estab

lishment into an empire. Thirty years after,

William Carey was starting an invasion of

India in behalf of Christ, through the ports
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HINDOOISM DEAD?— When you see one

hundred thousand at the confluence of the

Jumna and the Ganges, getting their hair cut

and their beard shaved, in the full conviction

that for every hair they will get a million years

in heaven, you cannot believe that Hindooism

is dead. Hindooism is not in images or books :

it is in the hearts of the people ; not till we

have killed it there, by the power of the gospel,

can we say that it is dead. . . . But look at

what there is for our encouragement ! There

are two hundred and sixty millions of people,

and the paramount power in India is Christian.

God has given you the country. Consider its

wealth. Only forty years ago the foreign trade

was forty million pounds : last year it was one

hundred and fourteen million pounds. God

seems to say, " I have given you the country and

its wealth : now give back some of that money,

to establish my kingdom in the land." . . .

When I look at the authoritative command of

the Redeemer, and at the apathy of the people

of England in this matter, I stand aghast with

horror. Here you have splendid chapels,

splendid music, the very best sermons, and

every thing absolutely good ; but if you look

with indifference upon these moral evils, that

are dishonoring God, I do not know where

your Christianity is. The first lesson of Chris

tianity is self-denial ; and, if we do nothing

for the heathen world, there is an abnegation

at once of the very first principle of self-

denial — Rei>. T. Morgan.

SIAM. — One of the most remarkable chap

ters in the history of missions is yet to be

written in relation to the truly " missionary

toilers " who have labored and waited and

watched and prayed. We give some rays of

light from that field, taken from the " Foreign

Missionary " of the Presbyterian Church, for

May. 1876: —

" For long and weary years the early labor

ers toiled and watched, waited and prayed.

Quakieng, a Chinaman, was baptized in 1844,

and was for several years in the employ of the

mission as a teacher. He died in 1859. A

short time before his death, Nai-Chune, the

first Siamese convert, was* baptized. Twelve

years was a long time to wait to gather in

the first-fruits; but it stands not alone in the

history of missions. For seventeen years the

Danish and Moravian missionaries in Green

land saw no one coming to embrace the truth

as it is in Jesus. Fifteen years the missiona

ries toiled at Tahiti, without a single convert ;

and, while the parent society were considering

the advisability of abandoning the mission, the

news was on its way to England that idolatry

was overthrown in the island. Mr. Bruckner

labored thirty years in Java before he was priv

ileged to see any turning to the Lord ; and it

has been true in the history of several missions,

that ten years pass away before the first con

vert was baptized."

CHINA. — For ten years we labored .in

China without a convert. Now we have three

distinct missions, and over two thousand

Church members. — Missionary Advocate,

Methodist.

OUR East China mission was begun at

Foochowin 1847. Our Central China mission

was begun at Kiukiang in 1898. Our North

China mission was begun at Peking in 1869.

Our Church in China is spiritual, aggressive,

self-reliant, and doing much toward support

ing its own ministry, at cost of great self-

denial. — Ibid.

THE Protestant missions of Hong Kong

have gathered 2.200 native Christians, of whom

1,400 are regular attendants at the Lord's

table.

JAPAN. — A missionary in Japan writes, " I

have the pleasure of informing you, that by a

recent decree of the Japanese Government,

after the ist of April, 1876, all government

offices will close at noon on each Saturday,

and remain closed until Monday morning."

" PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESS

INGS FLOW." —The telegraph has already

advised the American public that Japan, in the

interests of modern civilization and progress,

has opened up Corea. What may we not ex

pect from Japan ? Already she has recon

structed herself, tamed the savages of Formosa,

frightened China into the adoption of the tele

graph, and now has induced Corea to open her

gates. Let the Church pray for Japan '

A new station of the Church Missionary

Society has been opened in Japan at Niegata,

a large city on the west coast of the central
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