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been received from the missions, for the
pressing necessities of the ensuing year, we
need $500,000.”

NOT YET REACHED.— Long shadows fall
from the western mountains of China, and
from the Himalayas northward, upon a popu-
lation that has hardly yet been reached by
Christianity. More than nine-tenths of the
population of the Chinese Empire have never
heard the central truths of Christian civiliza-
tion. But Japan is filling with a dawn that
will be a day, and is rapidly crystallizing in the
habits demanded by Christian custom. Six
thousand towns between the Himalayas and
Cape Cormorin are Christian. The darkest
places are the interior of Africa, the islands
between Australia and Asia, and the centre of
the Asiatic continent. — Rev. Foseph Cook.

AT HOME AND ABROAD. — We have forty
millions of people, and Great Britain forty mil-
lions.

In the United States in 1776 we had one
evangelical minister to every 2,400 of the
population ; now we have one for every 700.
In no other country has Christianity made
such outward advance ; and to no other land,
therefore, are the words more emphatically
uttered than to ours: ¢ Preach the gospel to
every creature.” Our great cities are listen-
ing to tabernacles and to steadily laboring
churches. 1 suppose there has been as much
activity put forth in America to reach the
masses at home as in any other country; but
they who work most at home are those who are
most willing to work abroad, and those who
are most willing to work abroad are most
willing to work at home. Echo and re-echo!
Those who feel that the field is the world are
those who feel most acutely that their field is
their own hearthstone. The reverse is also
true. Show me a man who is aggressive in
Boston, and I will show you a man who will
be aggressive on the Bosphorus, and under
the shadows of the Himalayas, and along the
rivers of China; who would put up Mount
Holyokes and Wellesleys in the South of
Africa, and would brave the fevers of the
Gold Coast, and carry through the centres of
darkness a light such as commerce alone has
never diffused, such as only the Bible has
stied upon heathendom, —a light that diffuses
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conscientiousness, and therefore allows prop-
erty at last to be safely diffused. — /éid.

Ko-THAHR-BYo0o.— It is not generally known,
but itisanestablished fact, that Ko-Thah-Byoo,
the first Karen convert, whose heroic labors
have been chronicled by Dr. Mason in a little
book entitled “ THE KAREN APOSTLE,” was
a native of Bassein. His widow and only sur-
viving son are still members of the church in
Kau-Kau-pgah. From the time of Ko-Thah-
Byoo’s entrance into the work under Board-
man down to the present, a large company of
able and zealous men have gone forth from
Bassein into other districts of Burmabh, into
Siam, and now even to the confines of China,
for the purpose of advancing the kingdom of
Christ. Scores of them have gone to their
reward on high. — Rev. C. H. Carpenter, Bas-
sein, Burmah.

BrAHMISM DECLINING. — “Indications mul-
tiply,” says “ The Lucknow Witness,” “that
Brahmism is steadily declining. The interest
that once attended it is fast going, and is
largely gone.” A correspondent —a Brahmist,
we suppose «+— has been writing on the subject
to “ The Indian Mirror.” The young men in
Government schools, he says, do not look on
the Samaj with favor; the rising generation
feel little interest in it ; its work in the metropo-
lis is almost at a stand-still. There is neither

‘energy, enthusiasm, organizing, preaching, nor

lecturing; and for want of these Brahmism
languishes. These confessions indicate how
feeble the hold really is which this movement
has ever gained upon the intelligent men of
India. The Samaj really consists of one
man,— Babu Keshab Chandra Sen. His most
earnest associates have simply drawn their
enthusiasm from him, been led on by his
example, and fired by his ardor. The rank
and file, we imagine, have never cared much
about the thing any way. When, therefore,
Babu K. C. Sen disappears, the Samaj disap-
pears. And for some reason he has of late
remained almost wholly in retirement. All
this speaks much for 4és power, but bears very
poor testimony to that of the Brahma Samaj.
— Indian Evangelical Review.

How SHouLp WE ? — The Hindoos cannot
bear to hear-of-one (salvation for everybody.
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of the word. In a mission church near Nico-
media, the male members have formed them-
selves into a band called the “ Distributors of
Light.” The women have their organization,
¢ Bearers of Glad Tidings.” The children
have theirs, “ The Little Flock.” All are
engaged in Bible circulation and in the spread
of the gospel in adjacent villages and country.
The whole churcp is organized for work.
This universal, and the whole world would
speedily be ablaze with gospel light. — Ckrss-
tian Advocate.

BEYROOT.— In Beyroot and in many Leba-
non villages are there native and foreign
schools, colleges, and training institutions,
besides churches. The English evangelistic
work is here abundantly blessed. Thousands
of children have already been taught divine
truth, including the daughters of Moslems.
Their wives have also been instructed. Bible-
women engage in this labor of love ; and some
native women have already been trained for
the service. A princess in Beyroot, with her
husband, servants, and other ladies, are in-
quirers after the true God, while the Druses
and others have been reached. — 757d.

JAPAN. — Every report from Japan brings
news of the rapid deheathenization of the
country. The Church must see to it, that,
when idolatry is abandoned, the gospel is
substituted in its stead. The prospects are
that Christianity and civilization will advance
pari passu in the Mikado’s realm. — /57d.

CHINA seems to be in a shaky condition.
Siam is refractory. A rebellion is imminent.
The Emperor wants tribute; and the Siam-

ese pretend that they are afraid to bring it by

a particular route, as they were robbed once
that way. The tremors of the great revolution
are ever and anon felt in Asia. The shadows
of doom are falling on hoary superstition. —
1b4d.

CHINA : NANKING. — Dr. Gulick has re-
ceived some account of the Arabic Bibles sent
last year to the Rev. Mr. Whiting, who says
respecting them, —

They have been loaned to several mosques,
and in each instance have been returned after
a number of days. I have never offered to
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loan a copy; but, if asked to do so, I am happy
to oblige my visitors. Mohammedan 4-Aungs
(teachers) constantly go to our book-shop, and
read for half an hour or more. . . . . As to
the question whether the Chinese Mohamme-
dans understand the Arabic Bible, I will say
that some do, without any doubt. One who
read in Genesis for some time remarked, that,
if all the book was like that, he would indorse
its doctrines. Perhaps, however, the Persian
would be better understood. Their commen-
taries are in Persian, as well as the greater
part of the books in their mosques. They
also converse in Persian to a limited extent,
and it is the language by which they communi-
cate with other places.

CHINA. — We have here an immense coun-
try, a vast population, a regular government.
Each of its eighteen provinces, all subdivided
for administrative purposes, is densely peo-
pled. There have been appointed to China,
by our different Protestant institutions, about
three hundred missionaries, of whom about
sixty are females. But of these missionaries
upwards of a hundred and sixty are located in
nine cities! Thus the vast masses of China are
left unevangelized. Millions upon millions, so
far as our missionaries are concerned, never
hear of the name of Jesus. Canton is situated
in QUANTUNG,which province has nineteen and
a half millions. There are 62 missionaries in
this province, of which Canton has 28, — near-
ly one-half the number. The number is made
up thus: American Baptist 4, American Pres-
byterian 10, American United Presbyterian
1, British London Missionary 3, British Wes-
leyan 9, Continental/ Rhenish 1, — total 28.
What about the unevangelized millions of
Quantung and neighboring provinces? Ki-
ang-su has thirty-four millions, and Shanghai
has twenty of the thirty-nine missionaries as-
signed to this province. These twenty mis-
sionaries represent nine societies; and the
remaining nineteen missionaries are located in
four towns ; and millions upon millions in the
province live hopeless, and die in darkness.
We might draw a much darker picture. We
might tell you of vast and populous provinces
wholly unevangelized, the people sitting in
darkness, though the Christian Church has
sent out so large a band of missionaries to
this part of the heathen world.— ZTke Mis-
sionary Herald, Eng. Baptist. ,
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before he went to bed he prayed to the eternal
God to listen to him, and grant a request, if he
really was and is the eternal God. The request
was this: “If the eternal God is the true God,
let his (the suppliant’s) eyes be kept open till
morning. If Gautama be the true God, let him
sleep until daylight.,”  After thus praying, the man
went to bed as usual, but never closed his eyes all
night ; and rose the next morning convinced that the
eternal God is the true and only God, and that he (the
priest) must leave his priesthood, and be a disciple
of this God. That day he came and asked, “If
he should pray with his whole heart to Jesus
Christ, could he, and would he, forgive his sins ? "
When told he surely would, the man deter-
mined to leave the monastery. To-morrow, if
all goes well, I expect to see the man here. At
any rate, I have faith enough to venture five rupces
on his clothes, with which to leave his priesthood.

Feb. 3.— The man who was a priest came to-
day in ordinary dress, and will remain here to read
and talk until we see further.

March 8. — The priest I wrote Mrs. Hovey about
was baptized last Sunday, a clear, happy Christian.
He will bring two others with him soon, I hope.

ASSAM.
LETTER FROM MR. NEIGHBOR.

NowconG, Assam, Feb. 1, 1878,

NOTES OF A MissioN Tripe. — My trip into the
district, from which I have just returned, extended
to the farthest point where we have located a na-
tive preacher, and to the frontiers of this district
on the Naga and Kossyah Hills side. I enjoyed
the trip very much, and found several cases of Hill
people who had abandoned their demon-worship,
and promised never to worship them again; but
they did not appear, as yet, to be ready for admis-
sion into the church. I had the pleasure of bap-
tizing a Mikir woman, the wife of Habe, the native
preacher supported by the Amboy, Ill, Sunday
school. She is the second Christian Mikir I have
baptized. She expressed hersclf as being very
happy in her baptism, and seemed really to be so.
She appeared very nicely, and will help her hus-
band much in his work, at least indirectly, Her
conversion has long been sought with prayer, both
by her husband and us.

WORK IN THE VILLAGES.~— I staid at this vil-
lage three days, including the sabbath, and worked
among the adjacent villages, which I regretted to
find so few. The population in the Hills, and in
many places along the line of the Hills, is very
scanty. As I did not feel equal to the fatigue of
camp-life, and the very rough marching through
the dense jungles, I had to refuse altogether to go
info the Hills, but waited at the village below,
while Kandura, my native preacher, and others,
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visited some villages lying within them. The Hill
stream, in which the above-mentioned Mikir woman
was baptized, is the third which, in various local-
ities of the Hills, has witnessed, during my labors
here, the baptism of Mikirs,

. STAM.
{Hission to the Chinese.

LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.
Bancgkok, Fes. 28, 1878.

THE DEPARTED.— Another reaper has wiped
Jthe sweat from his brow, and hung up his sickle :
still the ripened harvest is not all gathered. Friend
Arthur has gone to tune his harp in heaven, and
make ready to join the chorus, and shout the * Har-
vest home,” when the last sheaf shall be brought
in. He might, on the last Christmas, have said, in
the language of a member of the British consulate
here, whose death-bed I attended, and whose body
1 buried, “My history is written;” and then
added, as he did, *“ My only trust is in the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Arthur, and Binney, and Haswell,
and others who have recently gone from the for-
eign field, with Fish, and Wyckoff, and Turnbull,
and others who have just gone up from the home
land, all could join in the password, *My only
trust is in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Blessed pass-
word, which will satisfy every challenge, and open
the gate of the heavenly citadel to the sentry in
any costume, and from any country, whether he
bears the marks of official rank, or comes from the -
line of the common soldiers | Trust alone in Jesus
Christ, is adapted to each, and is enough for all.

A LITTLE RIGHTEOUS SARCASM. — We are still
holding on our way, with strong heart, though with
faltering steps. We are a weak force, and belong
to a feeble folk. The Baptists of America, who,
more than forty years ago, sent us here to begin in
their behalf a mission to the Chinese, are few in
number, and poor in this world. Though they
have the divine promise that the gospel shall be
preached to them, they may not be expected to do
much to give it to the world. Some of their two
million members may each have a million of dol-
lars ; but others may not have more than five or
six hundred thousand, and some may not be able
to command more than fifteen or twenty thousand,
and many of them have a hard struggle in life to
keep up appearances, and live in a style of dwell-
ings and furniture and surroundings in harmony
with their neighbors. None of them are seen in
the streets begging their bread, nor actually suffer-
ing for the necessaries of life. Some of their sons
may have an early schooling equal to that of Henry
Clay, who began in a log cabin, but may not be
able to go to college ; and some of their daughters,
though they may have more dresses than the first
president’s wife, still are left to pine for the want
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of another new dress, or for lessons in music, or
for a visit to the seaside or to Saratoga.

ANOTHER CLASS OF THE PoOR. — Many of the
Baptists of America are only farmers, and I know
from personal experience some of their toils and
self-denial. 'Tis true they have fields of wheat ;
but it may cost sweat and sunstroke to harvest it.
They have orchards of fruit ; but it requires climb-
ing and shaking trees, and filling baskets, to gather
it. They have gardens of vegetables, and acres of
potatoes and turnips and carrots; but they cost
back-ache and cold finggrs to gather them. They
have milk and butter and cheese, and pork and
beef; but the cows must be milked, and the pigs
must be fed. They have horses and carts and car-
riages ; but the horses must be groomed and har-
nessed, unless they go to the extravagance to keep
a man to do it for them.

AND STILL ANOTHER CLASS. —Some of the
Baptists are carpenters and blacksmiths and shoe-
makers, or day-laborers, and cannot get more than
ten shillings or two dollars a day; and many have
a wife and children to support out of that. Some
of the girls are reduced to the necessity of working
in the factory, going out to do housework, and
make only two or three dollars a week besides
their board, and that must require scrimping to lay
aside enough to buy a sunshade, boots, and suita-
ble .dresses and gloves to be seen walking the
streets. .

THE POOR SPECULATORS. — There is another
class of men belonging to the Baptists, who have
to rack their brains to buy and sell, to get gain,
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and not suffer loss. Many of them do the latters
perhaps, in their haste to secure the former.

THE PooR PROFESSIONAL MEN.— There are
also among the Baptists professional men, such as
lawyers, doctors, clergymen, college professors, and
teachers. They must toil, if not by the sweat of
their brow, yet by the sweat of their brain. Some
of them reccive a few thousands, and others but a
very few hundred dollars a year, for their work.

ALL SorTS OF Poor.— There are other classes
of people which belong to the Baptists, for they
include all sorts of folks; but it must be confessed
that the Baptists are a poor people, and deserve
our commiseration. And it seems too bad to be
pricking their conscience, and pressing them to
give money for building churches in destitute re-
gions, founding schools and colleges, and sending
the gospel to the heathen; especially when the
question comes up, “perhaps the heathen may be
saved without it.”

ForTY YEARS SERVICE.—1 began work for
the Chinese, in behalf of the Baptists of America,
more than forty years ago. I have started seven
churches, baptized five hundred Chinese converts,
and people now call me an old man ; but I expect
to live a good while longer. Much of the time
since I came to the heathen, I have labored alone,
and have before made feeble endeavors to gain
helpers in this field; but I have no longer the
heart to ask the poor Baptists in America for more
men or more money. [ intend to stay by the ship
so long as I can hold on to the helm; then the
ship and I will cast anchor together.

MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.—The Thirty-fourth Annual
Report of Foreign Missions, by the Free
Church of Scotland, is before us. From this
document we learn that the total receipts of
the Society for its past fiscal year were about
$136,000; and the total of receipts since the
disruption in 1843 are something over two
and a half millions of dollars. The largest
amount received in any one year (1874-5)was
about $157,000. But this statement does not
include (1) the contributions raised by the
Ladies’ Society for Female Education in India
and South Africa: (2) the sumsraised in India
and Kaffraria; (3) contributions sent direct to
the several mission stations by friends in
Britain and elsewhere ; (4) the sums raised for
Mission Buildings, amounting, since the dis-
ruption, to upwards of £100,000; and (5) the

contributions to the Missionaries’ Widows and
Orphans Fund.

The Society’s fields of labor are in Lndia,
in Africa, and in the New Hebrides. The
total number of communicants in the mission
churches is 3.730. The total number under
Christian instruction in the mission schools
is 14,109: over one-half of that number are
being taught in the Anglo-vernacular, and they
chiefly in India. It will be seen,” says the
report, “ that, while there has been an addition
of six to our foreign-mission staff in India
and Africa, yet there has been through deaths
and resignations a loss of five. An increase
of one only cannot be a matter of much con-
gratulation to the Church.”

MissioN To THE,Nkw HEBRIDES. — The
Free Church of Scotland has a mission in
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fourth will be occupied soon. A grand opening exists now for the entrance of the Karen
evangelists, and under the guidance of an energetic white missionary, by God’s blessing,
they will accomplish a noble work.

“ During the rainy season I revised again the entire Shan Dictionary, and added a con-
siderable number of words, principally, however, words peculiar to the northern Shan. I
prepared also a Handbook of the Shan Language, and translated the Epistle of James.

“Several hours a day were spent on the Ka-Khyen language, which I have reduced to
writing. A rough grammar, a vocabulary of two thousand words, and a set of sentences -
have been prepared, which I trust will be of assistance to Mr. Lyon in acquiring the lan-
guage. :

“In reviewing the year, I must express very deep sense of the grace and mercy which
have attended me. The year opened in darkness, and an almost hopeless suspense, which
continued until the telegram from America announced that an effort would be made to
furnish the required help. In God’s own time the debt of the Union was liquidated, and
the Bhamo missionaries were on their way. In view of such signal blessing, the words
of the Psalmist spring from my heart: ¢Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within
me, praise his holy name.’”

MISSION TO THE KARENS.

Tavoy. — Rev. HorATIO MORROW and wife. Churches, 21; ordained pastors, 5; unordained pastors, 12; 1
school in town ; other schools not given.

MAULMAIN. — Rev. DAVID WEBSTER and wife, Miss S. J. HiGBy, Miss ELIzABETH LAWRENCE. In this country,
Rev. S. B. RAND and wife, Rev. B. P. CRoss and wife. Churches, 15; ordained preachers, 7; unordained, 9;
schools, 9; pupils, 309.

RANGOON (Sgau). — Rev. J. B. VINTON, Rev. I. D. COLBURN. Mrs. VINTON and Mrs. COLBURN in this country,
Reportedglast year, churches, 74 ; native preachers, 64, of whom 4 are ordained ; pupils, 917. '

RANGgor; (Pwo). — Rev. D. L. BRAYTON and wife. Churches, 13; native preachers ordained, §; unordained, 8;
schools, 7.

SHWAYGYEEN. — Rev. NORMAN HARRIS. Mrs. HARRIS in this country. Churches, 20; native preachers, 13;
schools, 13; pupils, 208, as reported last year. N

TouNGoO (Paku). — Rev. E. B. Cross, D.D., and wife, Miss U. P. Cross. Churches, 61; native preachers
ordained, 5 ; unordained, 30; teachers, 15; number of schools not reported.

TounGoo (Bghai). — Rev. Ig BuNkER and wife, Rev. A. V. CRumB, Miss H. N. EAsTMAN. Churches, 74;
ordained preachers, 7; unordained, 30; jungle-schools, 21; jungle boarding-schools, 4 ; town boarding-school, 1 ;
number of pupils,(::;oé.

HENTHADA. — Mrs. C. B. THoMAs. Churches, 50; ordained preachers, 12; unordained, 40; boarding-school, 1;
pupils, 81; day-schools, 30; pupils, 436.

BASSEIN (Sgax).— Rev. C. H. CARPENTER and wife, Miss ISABELLA WATSON, Miss M. E. WALLING, Miss ELLA
F. McALLISTER. In the United States, Miss M. C. MANNING.

BASSEIN (Puv). — Mrs. S. T, GoobeLLr, Miss C. H. Ranp, Miss E. H. PAYNE. Churches, 16; ordained native
preachers, 7; unordained, 15; schools, 10; pupils in do., 360.

TAVOY.

Mr. Morrow says: * Our first year of missionary life has closed, and I send you a brief
report of our work, and the condition of our field. By the goodness of God we were able
to continue our school till Jan. 11, or as long as was desirable, and closed without any debt.
The last sabbath the school was together, ten of our pupils were baptized ; and, at the Lord’s
Supper, there was only one over thirteen years that did not partake with us. The exami-
nation of the candidates was conducted mostly by Moo Lah, our evangelist, giving us an
opportunity of knowing his methods, as well as hearing the experience of the candidates.
Both were entirely satisfactory. If Moo Lah is as careful in his work in the jungle, he may
Le safely trusted. I think now of the answer of one boy whose stepmother is a heathen
and a violent opposer. He was reminded of the opposition he might expect, and asked
what he would do. His reply was, ¢ Pray.’ .

“We attended our association Jan. 17, at a village not quite two days from here. The
reports from the churches were in the main encouraging. The statistics I give below. You
will notice that the contributions are more than double those of last year. They also passed
‘a vote to raise a thousand rupees more, for our new school-building, before May 1. Two
heathen villages have built chapels, and we have sent them teachers for the present at
least. To one we sent two boys from the school. In one, five have been baptized, and
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others are waiting baptism. We sent twenty boys and girls to teach and preach during
the vacation, — many to heathen villages ten or eleven days from here. Our great need is
competent teachers, men who feel themselves called of God to carry the gospel to their
people. I am sure we could locate twenty preachers with good prospects of success. The
heathen tell us, ‘We would be Christians if you would send us teachers.” They seem
afraid to turn from their old system unless they have some one to lead them in the new
way. The teachers we have are good men, but from lack of oversight and advice, perhaps,
do not accomplish all they might. One of our ordained men confessed to us at the asso-
ciation, that he had not been in a house, except his own and the chapel, for more than a
year. We are doing all we can to improve this state of things ; trying to exercise patience
with these poor people, whose advantages are so limited.

“We are frequently visited by Karens from Siam, who report large villages in that country,
with much better land for paddy than that occupied by Karens this side the frontier. None
of them can read; but they would like to have teachers to teach them, and tell them of
the eternal God. Here is an important field, with no obstruction to its occupation save
the lack of means and men. A goodly number come aver here to live, though the motive
is becoming less urgent as the Siamese rule improves.

“ Another interest here is giving us much pleasure. Several months ago a young Chris-
tian man, a Eurasian, came here from Calcutta to work as a street-sweeper. He talks
Hindostani and English. He immediately began to talk to his fellow-workmen about Jesus ;
and now two Mussulmans have been converted, we believe, and five others come to him
every evening for instruction. He and his converts come to see us very often, and we do
all we can for them. I wrote to our brother Litchfield, American consul at Calcutta, who
has kindly sent us Hindostani Testaments and tracts.

“1 preach to the English people every sabbath, in the Circuit House, a building kept by
government for travellers and other Europeans to lodge in. This is our work. We enjoy
perfect health, and are happy in our work.”

Statistics: Churches, 21 ; ordained pastors, §; unordained pastors, 12 ; baptized, 64 ;
present number, 880 ; religious contributions, Rs. 699 ; educational contributions, Rs.
1,120; total, Rs. 1,819.

MAULMAIN.

Mr. Rand remains in this country, unfit for service ; and Mr. Cross was compelled to
leave the station last autumn, on account of his shattered health. Mr. Cross suffered so
much that he can scarcely be said to have fairly taken the work in hand. Miss Higby
spent twelve weeks in jungle-visiting in the early part of the year; going from house to
house, both- among the heathen and Christian population. Her plan was to go to a set-
tlement, and stay long enough to get acquainted with the people, so as to know their way
of living and the habits of their daily lives. In Dong Yan she awakened memories of
Miss Macomber. She says, “In more than one heathen village the people said when
they saw me, ‘ Mama Macomber has come back again.’” Kong Louk’s wife, who before
her marriage went among these very villages with Miss Macomber, accompanied me.
She could talk of nothing but her joy that I had come to go with her, and the wide differ-
ence between their invariably kind and even cordial reception of my large company, and
the insult and neglect with which, thirty years ago, they treated the message of eternal love.
She said, ¢ Mama, when I went with Mama Macomber, the people in every house pulled
away the ladders, and set the dogs on us; and we carried some dry biscuits in our bag, to
eat when we were hungry. Now the people receive us kindly, cook for us, and beg us to
remain with them, and come again. Truly the kingdom of God has come near.’ ”’

Mr. Webster arrived on the ground early in December, and is beginning to learn the
language. The churches have enjoyed a reasonable degree of prosperity, though they have
not been visited as formerly. It is hoped when the new missionary is able to move among
the people, and speak to them, there will be a quickening among them.

The statistics are as follows : Baptized, 43 ; present number, 1,013.

1
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distance from Kurnool, where the people have built a house for the native preacher, and
added to the Kurnool church.

Mr. Clough baptized twenty-six converts at Atmakur in December, 1875. Four of them
had died, and two had been excluded ; and the remaining twenty were dismissed from the
Ongole church, and constituted into a separate church, a week after the constitution of
the church in Kurnool.

The statistics are : Baptisms, 70 ; present number of members, 112.

The total number of baptisms reported among the Teloogoos is 298, and the total
membership is 4,522.

MISSIONS TO THE CHINESE.

BANGKOK, SiAM. — Rev. WiLLIAM DEAN, D.D., and wife. Churches, 6; out-stations, 5; chapels, 7; ardained
preachers, 2 ; unordained, 6 ; one boys’ school ; pupils, 22.

SwaTow, CHINA. — Rev. W. AsiMORE, D.D., and wife, Rev. S. B. PARTRIDGE and wife, Rev. W. K. Mc-
KiBBEN and wife, Miss A. M. FIELDE, Miss MArRY E. TuoMPsoN, Miss SopHIA A. NorwooDn. Church, 1;
out-stations, 17; ordained preachers, 2; unordained, 12; Bible-women, 20; schools, 2 ; pupils, 36.

NINGPO. — Rev. J. R. GoppARD and wife, Rev. E. C. Lorp, D.D., Rev. S. P. BARCHET, M.D, 3111 this country,
Mrs. L. A. KNowLTON, Rev. M. A. CHURCHILL. Churches, 7, with 14 out-stations ; native preachers, 14;
Bible-woman, 1 ; boarding-school, 1; day-schools, 4.

ZOAHYING. — Rev. HORACE JENKINS and wife. Churches, 2 ; out-stations, 4; native preachers, 6.

BANGKOK, SIAM.

Dr. Dean has been able to continue his labors among the people who speak the Tu-
Chen dialect, and his labors have been blessed as in former years. He makes occasional
visits to the different stations, there being six churches in the region to which his labors
are chiefly confined. He also conducts,religious services in the city in both Chinese and
English, and has the oversight of the churches and preachers. It seems that a very effec-
tive native force is being raised up for work among the people; and one of the native
preachers is supported by his church, and another by himself. It is manifest that the
Chinese work at Bangkok is crystallizing into permanent form, and that with an increase
of laborers it would be even more fruitful. The Presbyterians are beginning to consider
the question of opening a mission in Bangkok for the Chinese. Should they do so, their
labors would doubtless be confined to the people of another dialect. If our mission to
the Chinese of Bangkok is to be kept up, it will be necessary to re-enforce it at an early
day. There ought to be another family there now learning the language, and getting ready
for effective work.

Dr. Dean writes under date of Dec. 31, 1877: —

“On the 14th of October, twenty-four were baptized at Pet-Riu, and eighty took the
supper. The twenty-four new men gave forty-two ticals for the new chapel which is soon
to be built. The ground has been measured by the government officers, and the deeds
are being made out. Our United-States consul has rendered us efficient aid in this matter,
as well as in other things connected with our American citizenship. Oct. 21, seven
were baptized at Ku Buang, and fifty took the Lord’s Supper. The chapel there, built
by the Chinese four years ago, just burned. The church there is now under the care of
Chek Ke, the first convert,baptized at that station.

“Mrs. Dean is now absent for health in northern India, at the home of her daughter.
We hear encouraging reports of improving strength, and hope soon to welcome her return
to Bangkok with restored health. The school has a vacation during her absence, and we
feel much the want of her society and help in the work of the missions.”

Baptized, 61 ; present number, 418 ; contributions, 595 ticals, of which 360 were for
new chapel at Pet Riu.

SOUTHERN CHINA MISSION.
SWATOW.

Dr. Ashmore, Mrs. Ashmore, and Miss Norwood reached Swatow about the 1st of
December, very inuch to the relief and “gratification of the other missionaries. Dr. Ash-
more entered at once into the work of the mission, and Mr. and Mrs, Partridge began to
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stand the dialect of Hangchow, because it so
nearly resembles the universal court and offi-
cial dialect of China, so that he who preaches
in the Hangchow dialect can preach to men
who live at great distances from Hangchow.

Perhaps there is no city in China where so
large a number of men from all parts of the
country come and go during the year as they
do in Hangchow. It is the Corinth of China.
Official business brings hundreds to Hang-
chow. Then it is a large military station,
having within its walls a large military city or
walled camp. Moreover, at certain times of
the year as many as twenty thousand a day
will come as pilgrims to visit temples.

In the course of the year vast numbers of
worshippers will repair to the temples at or
near Hangchow for idolatrous worship. To
these as well as to others the missionaries
sometimes sell tracts, and preach.

5. Missionaries of other denominations are
looking to Hangchow as the future centre of
missionary operations in the Chekiang prov-
ince.

The Church Missionary Society (of Eng-
land) has there two clerical and one medical
missionary. The Northern Presbyterians
have two clerical missionaries (one now in
America). The Southern Presbyterians have
two clerical and one lay missionary, and two
female missionaries. The China Inland Mis-
sion (English) has one lay missionary.

6. During the past year such results have
accompanied the missionary effort, at Hang-
chow and neighboring districts, of various
missionaries, as to indicate a new readiness on

Albert Fonathan Lyon,
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the part of the people to accept and obey the
gospel.

For over ten years the gospel has been
preached in Hangchow. We have to some
extent participated in this work of evangeliza-
tion, and should be among those who reap the
results,

Not three months had elapsed after my
removal to Hangchow before we had an in-
quirer who came five miles to hear preach-
ing sabbath after sabbath. Occasionally
others came with him. Before I left China
he had made up his mind to make a bold stand
for the religion of Jesus Christ, and be bap-
tized. He was an intelligent and thrifty farm-
er, and asked for baptism only after he had
satisfied himself respecting the character of
Christianity, by repeatedly questioning the
native preacher at Hangchow.

He was led to visit the chapel by one of our
church-members. As a church-member him-
self (with his wife), he would undoubtedly in-
fluence others to go with him to the chapel.

So much for the outlook at our chapel in
Hangchow. Remarkable instances occurred
in connection with the work of other mission-
aries, such as a man’s hearing the truth at a
chapel, afterwards inquiring the way more per-
fectly, and then going fo his home in a village
some distance from the city, there to repeat
what he had learned, and lead a dozen or more
to faith in Jesus Christ. Now is not the time
to stand aloof from Hangchow. My heart is
there, and more than any thing else I desire
the health that will enable me to live and labor
in Hangchow.

ALBERT JONATHAN LYON.

BY REV. E. H. JOHNSON, D.D., PROVIDENCE, R.L

THE subject of this sketch, second son of
Rev. A. Smith and Mrs. Caroline Phillips
Lyon, was born in Sturbridge, Mass., July 11,
1848. The family removing to Newport, Minn.,
in 1858, Albert passed there seven years of his
healthful and happy youth. At the age of
seventeen he began preparing for college
under the tuition of the late Rev. Asa Drury,
D.D., in Hastings, Minn. He was converted
during these studies, and baptized by his father
in June, 1863. Entering Shurtleff College in

1867, he removed the next year to the Uni-
versity of Rochester, where he graduated in
1871. Within a few months thereafter died
his idofized mother, a woman of uncommon
intelligence and worth, and his father, whose
end was hastened by labors for the education
of this son. For that venerated parent did not
conceal his eager desire that Albert should
preach the gospel, and did not spare himself
in making this possible. But young Lyon was
diffident of his abilities, and could not give
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himself to the Christian ministry until his duty
was entirely plain. Accordingly he accepted
an agreement to serve as principal of the acad-
emy in Afton, Minn., for one year ; but decided
success in teaching kept him there for three
years, interrupted by six months of travel in
Europe.

In 1873, after a few experiments of preach-
ing in Minnesota, he entered the Rochester
Theological Seminary, satisfied that if he could
not make a preacher, he would be able to teach
better after the broadening studies of a theo-
logical course. During vacations he supplied
a little Baptist church in Bergen, N.Y., devot-
ing himself to its interests, and winning af-
fection and respect from its members. En-
couraged by this experience, he decided, rather
late in his course, to follow the calling to which
the prayers and toils of his parents had devoted
him. Having had a taste of life in a small
country parish, he would venture to seek a
similar post in Minnesota, where, besides do-
ing full justice to local duties, he might give
lifelong love and care to the interests of the
State.

These broad and cherished plans were un-
settled by an acquaintance formed at Bergen,
with Rev. William Dean, D.D., missionary at
Bangkok, Siam. Dr. Dean comprehended
Mr. Lyon’s worth, and easily won respect for
himself, and interest for his mission. After
much thought and prayer, application was
made for appointment to Bangkok; but the
Executive Committee could riot re-enforce that
mission, and Mr. Lyon was advised to offer
himself for a Burman field. This new project
was reviewed as seriously as the first, and de-
bated with his friends, without much encour-
agement from them, so long as his purpose
was unsettled. But he felt forced to go, and
then eager to go,—a decision as painfully
reached and as heartily accepted by the lady
who was to be his wife.

His career chosen, Mr. Lyon married, Sept.
5, 1877, Miss Lida A. Scott of Northville,
Mich.,, sister of Rev. J. H. Scott of Cleveland;
was ordained in Newport, Minn., Sept. 20, and,
after visiting his and her friends East and
West, was attended by many of them to the
steamer, and sailed from New York, Oct. 24,
1877. A returning Karen, Moung Tway, left
America with Mr. and Mrs. Lyon; and they
were joined in London by Rev. J. A. Freiday
and wife.

Albert Fonathan Lyon. .

[August,

The party arrived in Rangoon without nota-
ble incident, Dec. 27, a little travel-worn and
depressed by the heat and damp of the Indian
Ocean. But the delightful cordiality of their
reception, and the bracing coolness of the
journey up the Irrawaddy, raised their spirits,
and assured them that a kind Providence was
furthering their plans. Every incident of the
river-journey deepened that impression; and
Feb. 13, 1878, when they reached Bhamo, their
cup seemed full.. Little notice was drawn to a
trifling cold which Mr. Lyon had caught at
Mandelay; and he gave himself cheerfully to
the toil of moving goods under the hot sun,
and to the nights spent in a little room venti-
lated only through its bamboo floor. The
short run of fever that followed, and the rapid
decline ending in death early on March 13,
thirty days after the arrival, have been re-
counted in the MAGAZINE by that faithful,
fatherly friend, the missionary Cushing.
Whether the heart-broken widow will return
to America, is not yet known by her or her
late husband’s scarcely less afflicted friends.

Mr. Lyon was, in childhood, singularly af-
fectionate and dutiful; throughout his studies
conscientious and tireless ; in the develop-
ment of character rapid, but of his literary
abilities somewhat slow. The writer wit-
nessed the care and patience with which, dur-
ing his college course, young ‘Lyon trained
what he held to be his meagre gifts. His
pains received their due reward, — a style of
composition terse, of touching simplicity, and
direct as his purpose; an elocution deliberate,
careful, and strong, as his spirit was calm, con-
siderate, and firm. Up to the last which his
friends in this country saw him, he visibly
grew. Among later acquaintances, he passed
for a man not only of gentle and winning man-
ners, but of native eloquence, whenever high
thoughts, glowing emotions, and fit words are
eloquent. While a senior in college, and
president of the students’ Christian Associa-
tion, Mr. Lyon’s exceptional religious influ-
ence was remarked by the president of the
university, while those who knew him in the
theological seminary testify the constancy
and wisdom of his activities for Christ. His
kindred, when he went away, said they had
lost their saint; and now he is with God,
whose will be done!

To his nearest friends, a tragic significance
pervaded this beautiful life, —a career pro-
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vided at such cost by his devoted father, who
died as soon as his work was done, not know-
ing to what it tended; a young man’s long in-
quest whether he might become a preacher of
the truth; a modest but far-reaching plan; a
relinquishment of it through much prayer and
pain; a growth thereby; a final ripeness for
work ; a work cut short when it began.

MISSIONARY ARTICLES OF FAITH.
BY REV. B. S. MCLAFFERTY, OAKLAND, CAL.

1, WE believe that “the world is aX
Christ’s ; and that no consideration of the
obligation of missions would be broad and
worthy, that did not bring under its purview
the condition and wants of the whole world.”

2, We believe that Christ is the world’s
great need ; and that, for lack of a knowledge
of him, millions of immortal beings are pass-
ing into eternity unenlightened and unsaved.

3, We believe it is the paramount duty
of every Christian, according to the measure
of his opportunity, to give the knowledge of
Christ, or make that knowledge possible, to
every human soul.

4, We believe that the great lack of our
- churches is a more vivid conception of the
world’s perishing need of Christ, and their im-
perative obligation to supply that need.

5, We believe the Baptists of America have
occasion for humiliation in the fact that less
than a quarter of their number contribute so
much as a farthing towards the conversion of
the heathen world.

6, We believe that the absence of the mis-
sionary conviction from our churches is trace-
able in no inconsiderable degree to the apathy
of pastors, and their consequent failure to
enlist the sympathies of their people in the
noblest work man has ever undertaken, or
that God has called him to perform; since no
pastor, possessed by the true “missionary con-
viction,” would ever wholly fail to impress the
same upon his people.

7, We believe the time has fully come,
when the standing of that church in which
no contributions are made to the work of
Christ in foreign lands, ought to be ¢hal-
lenged, and such omission explained. |

8, We believe that the minimum annual
contribution of every Baptist church should be
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one dollar for each of its members; that to
contribute less is “to play at missions,” while
to give nothing is practically to condemn
them.

9, We believe that missions have already
accomplished enough to demonstrate that they
can do all that remains to be done; that the
monuments they have erected, and the tro-
phies they have won, furnish an argument to
strengthen our faith, encourage our hope, and
stimulate our exertion in the grand work of
carrying the gospel to all nations.

10, We believe that the Church of Christ
may, and of right should, anticipate the com-
plete evangelization of the world by the close
of the present century, and that such a con-
summation has a legitimate basis in the mis-
sionary achievements of the last fifty years,
though these, inspiring as they are, represent
but a fractional part of the power which the
Church might have exerted. With an upward -
movement in the contributions of our churches,
there may be, and there wi// be, such an
onward movement in the operations of our
missionary societies, as shall speedily plant
Christian institutions in all the earth, and
Christian hopes and Christian homes become
the heritage of all the children of men.

11, We believe it is the imperative duty|of
each of our churches to adopt some plan for
securing contributions to send the gospel|to
the “regions beyond ; ” and to the considera=~"
tion of all pastors and churches we heartily
commend the article entitled “ System in Giv-
ing,” to be found in “ The Baptist Missionary
Magazine ” for the month of May.

12, We believe that in advocating the cause
of foreign missions, we are most effectively
promoting the work that lies at our own door,
in our own land; that the one is a necessary
complement to the other, and that the church
which adopts the selfish theory of confining
her benevolent operations to her own individ-
ual wants must suffer diminution of her own
gifts and graces, and a gradual drying-up of
her energies. '

13, We believe that God calls us to-day,
more loudly than ever before, to make sacri-
fices for Christ, and to pray more fervently for
the prevalence of his kingdom; that the cross
of Christ may be the one shrine at which all
hearts shall bow, and the one bond by which
all souls shall be united.
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-
chiefly through' native agency will readily be seen.
Men need to be trained for this purpose, and we
must look to God to send us the right sort of men.

ORDINATION OF NATIVE PREACHERS. — You
will be glad to hear that two of our native helpers
were last week ordained to the ministry, They
are both intelligent men, and bear irreproachable
characters. One of these is Li-sin-sang, whom I
stationed at Kong-Keo ; the other is U-Ah-dying,
whom brother Goddard placed at the West-gate
chapel. There were present Dr. Lord, brothers
Jenkins, Goddard, myself, and a number of native
helpers and Christians. In the afternoon, the can-
didates first gave a short and interesting account
of their conversion, and a brief statement of their
faith. They were then questioned by Dr. Lord,
brothers Jenkins and Goddard, to whose questions
satisfactory answers were given. It was arranged
that they should be ordained in the evening.
Brother Jenkins preached the sermon on this occa-
sion Dr. Lord offered the ordaining prayer; and
brother Goddard gave a most impressive charge,
which will long be remembered. Both brother
Goddard and myself were much inneed of ordained
helpers ; and we are very thankful to God for giv-
ing us such promising men, —men who have a good
report in all the churches.

A WEDDING. — Another of our native evangel-
ists has just married one of Dr. Lord’s school-girls.
The wedding took place in the country, thirty miles
west of Ningpo, at the house of the bridegroom’s
parents, as the young man’s idea was to show his
parents and friends what a Christian wedding is.
We were pleased with the arrangement.

FEW INQUIRERS.— Since my last letter we can-
not report much progress as to additions to the
church. There are a few more inquirers; but we
have received only one person into the Kong-Keo
church, who will be baptized shortly.

LETTER FROM Miss FIELDE.
SwaTtow, CHINA, May s, 1878.

BIBLE -WoOMEN. — I have a class of eight women
studying here, nearly all of whom give promise of
great usefulness as Bible-women. They are to re-
view the compendium of the Gospels during the
next two months, and then go out to the country
stations, while fifteen women who are now out at
work in the villages will come here for four months’
study of the book of Acts, which Mr. Partridge has
had printed in the colloquial.

A Tour.—In March Miss Thompson and I
made a tour of the eight stations in the Kit-Ie dis-
trict. Nothing but work is needed for the gather-
ing of a great harvest from those fields. The
Christians of these stations are doing more for the
support of the gospel than is done at our other
stations, vet they do but little.

This district is perhaps the richest in this prefec-
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ture. The best land, rice-fields from which two
crops a year are taken, is valued at one hundred dol-
lars the Chinese acre, which is about one-sixth of an
English acre. The government tax is fifteen cents
per acre per annum. From three to five dollars
must be spent for bean-cake and other fertilizers for
each acre of land, every year, A strong, activeman
can till about ten acres of land ; and the income to
a man working his own land, even in favorable
years, is less than fifty dollars per year. Nearly
all the rice-fields are irrigated by means of pumps
worked by treadles. The fertilizers dispensed to
every stalk of grain are carried to the fields on
men’s shoulders, and none but the most primitive
agricultural implements are used. The rice-fields,
and the gardens in which sugar-cane, sweet pota-
toes, and various vegetables are grown, are about
equally profitable to the cultivator. Those who
hire land do so for half its products, reckoned at
eight chaldrons the acre in rice. Rice in the husk.
sells, in ordinary years, at one dollar the chaldron.

The great mass of men here are farmers, culti-
vating their own fields. The arable land is di-
vided up into very small sections, and being tilled
by the owner is made to yield its utmost. Middle-
class families live at an average cost of a dollar a
month for each person, and every member of the
family, except the very old and very young, earns
as much as the cost of his food.

AT PEH TaH, fifty miles west from here, I opened
a’ day-school in the new chapel, with one of the
oldest boys from my school here as teacher, and
twenty-four boys, all Christians, or the sons of
Christians, as pupils. The parents furnished the
benches and desks for the school, and six dollars -
towards the teacher’s wages.

I hope the school will eventually become self-
supporting ; but as, while I was at Peh Tah, these
same parents subscribed fifteen dollars for painting
the chapel, and eighty cents per month toward a
Bible-woman’s wages, and as they have been giv--
ing what they could toward the building of the
chapel, I did not press them to do more this year.

The only text-books to be used in the school are.
the Bible and its commentaries.

SIAM.
LETTER FROM MR. DEAN.

Baxckok, April g, 1878,

INTERESTING CONVERTS. — Last sabbath I bap--
tized two Chinese, each the head of a family.
Chek Heng, the elder, is fifty-three vears old ; has.
lived in Siam twenty years; has two sons. He
keceps a variety-store a little way from the second
king’s palace, and sells cloth and cutlery, nails and
nutmegs, rice and resin,, tea and tobacco, and a
variety of other things, some of which are not
foundin@a‘countrystore in America.
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Last vear this man had heard something about
Christianity, and resolved to learn what it was.
He soon mct one of the old members of the
church, who so far answered his inquirics that
he resolved to come to chapel; since which, he
has been a constant attendant at our sabbath ser-~
vices, and shows evidence of being a true Chris-
tian.

On his national new year, having pulled down
his household gods, he thought he would make an
offering to his new-found God, in the same way he
had done to his old one ; and preparing a plate of
sweetmeats, pork, and flowers, he started off to
the shadow of a neighboring tree to make his of-
ferings to his new-found God.

In his haste he stumbled in the way, and fell,
and broke his plate, spilled his offerings, and cut
his hand with the broken fragments of his dish.
As he saw the blood on his hand, he took it as an
omen of ill-luck for the year, and was greatly
troubled. Soon after, meeting the deacon of the
.church, he related to him his adventure, and ex-
pressed his foreboding of evil. The deacon
.allayed his fears, by interpreting the fall, not as
.an omen of evil, but as significant of God’s un-
‘willingness to receive that kind of worship, and
ithat he required the service of faith, of repentance,
.and a holy life. The man received gladly the inter-
pretation, and has since gone on his way with rejoi-
«cing. The other man, forty years old, ten years in
Siam, has a wife and three children, lives in the
.country, and comes to the city to sell paddy.
These men expressed by their language and looks
great joy at their first sitting at the Lord's table.
They both can read a little, and expressed a
wish to learn more of the doctrine and more of
:.books.

BaPTISMs. — During the first quarter of 1878,
we baptized twelve disciples, six from Lengkia-
chu and six from Pet-reu; and now begin the sec-
ond quarter, with two new disciples at Bangkok.
We are now carefully distributing copies of * Mat-
thew with Notes,” and the “Daily Manna,” and
here and there a copy of the New Testament.
Some inquiry has been awakened, and some
opposition aroused, but a few are interested. One
old member of the church is ripening for heaven,
now eighty-four ; one is becoming demented by
his misfortunes ; and one has admitted seven
ather spirits into his heart, more wicked than the
one first expelled. His wife says he is so bad, she
thinks of leaving him.

MRs. DEAN returned much improved by her
trip to the hills of India; but is now suffering
from the transition from fires in her room there
two months ago, to the mercury in her room here
now at 93° or 94°. This is our most trying month
in the year.
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JAPAN. .
LETTER FROM Miss KIDDER.

Toxkio, JaraN, May 18, 1878.

WE have had a baptism every Lord's Supper
sabbath for three months. There are others who
give good evidence of having changed hearts, whom
we hope to receive soon. We have a new preach-
ing-place where we go twice a month, and the wo-
men are holding two meetings there every week.
I am greatly encouraged by the growth in grace of
some of the disciples there. On Sunday attendance
was so increased that the people could not be ac-
commodated in our preaching-room, so we have
made it as large as we could, by taking in the piazza
on one side, and we are full again now. I am ex-
pecting a missionary and his wife in the fall, and
am praying especially that the Lord will direct the
Board to select such a man as will be best fitted for
this ficld; such a woman as will be, in deed and
truth, a missionary herself. Miss Sands is hard at
work, and news last week was that her labors were
being particularly blessed.

I believe you pray for us.

SPAIN.
LETTER FROM MR. CIFRE.

BARCELONA, May 14, 1878,

HINDERANCES AND SUCCESS. — My last letter to
you was written about two months ago, and I am
very sorry that I have neglected writing you so
long; but you must excuse me, for I have been
extremely busy. I wrote you in my last letter, that
in all probability we should have a work similar to
that in Hospitalet in Cornella, the next town to us;
and I also stated the great interest which was
manifested the day I preached in Cornelld. It
seems that the priests have been working among
the rich people, so as to influence them not to let
any houses to us; and the result has been that we,
for a while, have abandoned the place. After
special days of prayer for God to give us a house,
just as we were discouraged, word was sent to me
that there was a house at our disposal. So I im-
mediately went te see the owner; and, after con-
sulting about taking down a wall, so as to give
more room for the chapel, he concluded to do it,
and I paid him two months’ rent in advance; so
now we have the building secured for our use.
The next thing to consider was, how I was going
to fit up the chapel and school, as I did not have
a cent. And finally I concluded that I would visit
some of the English friends here ; and, after going
about with a subscription-list, I raised twenty dol-
lars, —enough to buy the benches and the tables
for the school. So in two or three days we will
open our school and chapel.
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the generous arrangement that he will bear all
losses that may be, but share all the profits
after the three hundred copies being printed
are sold. Miss Fielde has also finished an
“Index to Williams’s Dictionary,” with pro-
nunciations in the Swaton dialect.

S. Wells Williams’s Dictionary is fourteen
years work of one of the most able and accu-
rate scholars China has had. It contains
12,527 Chinese characters, with the Pekinese
pronunciation and definitions in English.
This index will render that grand dictionary
more useful in the study of our dialect, and
wil] be valuable in the preparation of our col-
loquial books in the Chinese character.

Miss Fielde says the ¢ Compendium,”
which is the only book besides Acts, that we
now have in the vernacular, has been invalua-
ble in our work. It is the curriculum for all
the Bible-women before they go out to their
work ; it is used in all our schools, and it has
induced many unlettered Christians to learn
to read.

S1aAM.— The changes that are taking place
in Siam are full of encouragement. The peo-
ple are not only more interested, but those in
authority are showing their appreciation of
the services that have been rendered to the
country by the missionaries. How different
is the state of things to-day from what they
were in the early history of our work in that

land! Then the king was opposed to mission-
aries. He did not wish them in his domin-
ions. No land could be had on which to

build houses, and no places where they could
live could be rented. Their teachers were
arrested and thrown into prison, their servants
left them through fear, and the people were
unwilling to trade or to have any connection
with them. To-day the king is friendly, and,
as has been published, has given one thou-
sand dollars for the erection of the school
building at Petchaburi, The nobles have
also contributed to the same object in the
aggregate a larger sum.

THE government list of works of public util-
ity constructed at private expense in the Pegu
division of British Burmah for the year 1877
gives a total value of Rs. 135,961-15.

These works include zayats or rest-houses,
kyoungs or school-houses; tanks, wells, and
bridges, but no idols, pagodas, or other works
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of purely religious use. The motive in build-
ing these works was undoubtedly the Buddhist
idea of obtaining “merit.” If we add the re-
ligious works, and the daily sustenance of
thousands of priests, the total expended by
the pious Buddhists of Pegu alone would reach
millions of rupees in a single year. When
will the wealthy Christians of America give
for the support ana propagation of their reli-
gion, any thing like the generous donations of
the poor Buddhist for his poor faith ?

JAPAN.— The day is dawning in this dark
land. On the 18th of December last, the
¢“ Akebono Shinbur,” a secular newspaper
whose title signifies the bdlusking morn, the
time just before sunrise, contained an article
on religious liberty which both surprised and
gladdened our hearts. The writer openly and
earnestly advocates the removal of all restric-
tions from Christians as to preaching, burials,
&c. Itis the first time that a native news-
paper has ventured freely and fully to give
expression to such views. We hear that the
Council of State has this subject now under
consideration. — 4 Correspondens in Yoko-
hama.

Popre Leo XIII. is said to have sanctioned
a plan for the conversion of Central Africa to
the Romish faith. Twelve missionaries have
left for Zanzibar and the interior. — Mission-
ary Herald.

THE work of the British and Foreign Bible
Society among Russian and Roumanian sol-
diers in the present war had amounted, up to
the gth of February last, to the distribution of
135,249 copies; 44,407 of which were sold. —
Zlbid. '

3
1
\

THE London Missionary Society is extend-
ing its operations in New Guinea, among the ‘
Malay population eastward. — /6/d. ~’

)

THE Presbyterian Board of Missions was
again embarrassed by a debt of $47,929 at the
close of its financial year, on the 1st of May.
The number of contributing churches for the
last year was 2,810, and 2,343 churches did
nothing for foreign missions. The churches
in the synods of New York State fell off
219,423 in that of New Jersey, $4,115; and in -
those of .Pennsylvania; 811,064. The diminu-.
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AN ELEPHANT-HUNT IN SIAM.

BY REV. DR. DEAN.

As the guest of the United-States consul,
we went last week to Ayuthia, the former
capital, to witness the elephant-hunt. We
had*the use of the foreign minister’s state
barge, which was propelled by his steam-
launch. The barge was well covered from
the sun, and afforded a ladies’ saloon, fur-
nished with bed and curtains, and every con-
venience for travellers. It had also a dining-
saloon, with a table for eight or ten persons,
couches where half a dozen men might sleep,
cupboards and drawers for table-linen and
dishes, all well filled. As a special luxury we
were furnished with a box of ice, just received
from China, which afforded refreshing iced
water and lemonade. After a generous shower
on Monday evening, a party of six left Bang-
kok in this barge, and reached the king’s new
“palace at Bang Pra In, fifty miles from Bang-
kok, a little past midnight. His Majesty was
there, and sent us an invitation to call on him;
but from the lateness of the hour we excused
ourselves, and slept in our boat.

At half-past eight o’clock the next morning
we went on to Ayuthia, distant ten miles from
Bang Pra In, and about sixty miles from
Bangkok. When we reached the old capital,
we were invited to a seat in the sa/a, on an ele-
vated platform. On one end sat the king; at
the other end sat the ex-regent, who seemed
master of ceremonies for the occasion; and
near us were a company of princes, the Euro-
pean ladies and gentlemen, and the foreign
consuls. In immediate front of this sa/a was
a stockade surrounding half an acre of ground,
in which were about two hundred wild ele-
phants.
before gathered from the jungle, was com-
posed of various grades, from those of mam-
moth size down to the young ones not larger
than a sheep. It was interesting to see with
what care the dam protected her young from
the trampling feet of the crowding herd; and
when the young is attacked by man, the mother
becomes furious. It is said by the Siamese
that the elephant lives to a great age, some of
them reaching the longevity of a hundred years.

The king seated himself in his easy-chair,
which served as a throne, before which a table

This encaged herd of wild animals,

was spread with his golden teapot, betel-box,
and some copies of the late English maga-
zines. A crowd of native spectators, variously,
estimated at fifteen or twenty thousand, sur-
rounded the stockade, some perched on the
numerous trees in the vicinity. Some of the
men entered the theatre with a ball like a co-
coanut attached to a thread of twine, which
was thrown under the feet of the gnimals, and
drawn away to attract the foremost elephants
out from the herd for better inspection and
selection for the prizes. After his Majesty or
the ex-regent had made choice of one or two,
bearing the finest pair of tusks, four or five
large domestic elephants, each with two riders,
entered the enclosure through a gate well bar-
ricaded with large sliding timbers, and com-
menced in earnest the work of capturing the
mammoth beasts. This was done by means
of a lasso attached to a small bamboo stick
eight or ten feet long, connected with a coil of
rope placed on the back of the domestic ele-
phant. The front rider holding in his hand
the bamboo, to the end of which was attached
the noose of the rope, pressed hard after the
doomed animal, and slipped the noose around
his hind-foot as he lifted it to-walk.” In like
manner another rope was placed around the
other hind-foot; then all the ropes were, by
the attendants, made fast to some large pillars
near the centre of the circle. This done, the
captive struggled in vain to follow the crowd
of his companions, and turned to show fight
with his domestic captor. This domesticated
elephant is so strong and so well trained that
he parries, with his tusks and long trunk, the
thrusts made by the captive, when two or three
more trained animals with their riders come
to his aid, and, with one on each side and one
in the rear, the captive is escorted from the
stockade to the stable prepared for his recep-
tion without, where, by means of the ropes
attached to his hind-legs, he is made fast to
large pillars deeply set in the ground.

- This one secured, there was a lull in the
exciting work, when the king was seen read-
ing his English magazine, and the European
guests were invited to a well-prepared lunch
spread. in (the)sala. © This repast over, the
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party were invited to another sa/a on the
border of the open field, when two other wild
elephants were captured by the same efforts,
while a line of domesticated elephants stood
as sentinels to prevent the flight of the herd.
The wild animals stood in awe of the larger
and well-trained domestic elephants, and dared
not approach them except when goaded by
capture; and then they were soon conquered
without loss of life or limb to the conquer-
ing men on this occasion, though life has
sometimes been sacrificed on similar occa-
sions.

In this open field another large elephant
with long tusks was entangled, and led away in
triumph by the conquering force, to the great
interest of the assembled multitude. The un-
caught elephants were then allowed to go to
a neighboring pond, where they either im-
mersed themselves, or spouted the water over
their backs by means of their trunks. They are
said to carry a supply of water within their
own tanks, sufficient for several days’ travel;
and during the struggles of the captives, they
were seen to throw, from their own fountains,
water over their backs.

This exciting exhibition is an annual cere-
mony instituted many years ago when ele-
phants were used for military purposes. The
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custom continues, though the cause has ceased
to exist. The pageantry lasts for two days,
attended by the king, nobles, and the Siamese
people. Few Chinese were present.

Having been kindly provided for by the
king, and highly entertained by this novel ex-
hibition, which we now attended for the first
time, we returned at the evening of the first
day, and the next morning found us safely at
our home in Bangkok. The weather was com-
fortably cool; and being free from the dread-
ed heat and annoying mosquitoes, enjoying
pleasant companionship and many acts of roy-
al kindness, we have occasion to pronounce
it a very enjoyable entertainment, and a prof-
itable vacation from our work.

We took with us a bundle of Chinese books,
but found little time for their distribution,
especially as the Chinese were quietly at home
or in their shops of trade, about the ruins of
this old capital of Siam. We have made pro-
vision for a supply of scriptures and tracts to
be sent to them.

We have occasion to renew our thanks to
the United-States consul for his hospitalities,
to the Kroonatah for the use of his barge and
steamer, and to his Majesty for his royal
courtesy and various acts of kindness, and,
above all, to God for all his goodness to us.

CHURCH WORK FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

BY REV. W. W. BOYD, D.D.

[IT is not too late to reproduce an article
which was printed a little while since in ¢ The
Central Baptist,” published at St. Louis. It is
pre-eminently timely and forcible. We bespeak
for it a careful reading by pastors especially.
Dr. Boyd was formerly the efficient pastor of
the First Baptist Church in Charlestown,
Mass., a church noted for its prompt and
liberal contributions to the work of the Mis-
sionary Union. Dr. Boyd will not suffer the
missionary spirit to languish in any church of
which he is pastor, and hence has a right to
speak, and in what he has to say gives the
best of reasons to be heard, on Churck Work
in Foreign Missions. The article is as fol-
lows.]

The foreign field is white for the harvest.
With a Macedonian cry for reapers, and with

men eager to go to heathen shores,— God’s
answer to the Church’s incessant prayer that
he would send forth laborers into the harvest,
—how strange it sounds for our theological
professors to be compelled to say to the young
men anxious to enter upon the work, “ Gen-
tlemen, I fear that you will not be able to
devote yourselves to the special work to which
you feel God has called you, because there
are no funds with which to send you abroad.”
When the most thorough scholars of our
seminaries offer themselves to meet the im-
perative demands of opening missionary work,
and there are no moneys in the missionary
treasury to equip and send them, there is
great need of a prayerful scrutiny of the
home field, to discover, if possible, wherein
we have failed, and whatare the essential
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ignorant, very superstitious, and very sorrowful.
The only way of giving them the gospel is to send
it on the tongues of messengers straight into their
homes. Bible-women seem to be the necessity of
our work.

Miss Thompson and Miss Norwood will each
take three or four of my Bible-women in begin-
ning her work, and increase the number under her
direction, as the Lord shall enable her to do so.
Of the two hundred and more of Christian women
in our church here, the twenty now taught as Bible-
women are all whose circumstances and ability are
such as to enable them to do this work. But there
are baptisms at every communion, and we wish to
take every Christian woman who has aptness to
teach, and train her as a Bible-woman. We want
to save every fine, full ear in the harvest, for seed-
corn, and believe that the sympathy of our friends
in beloved America will enable us to do so.

A GREAT WORK.— The Lord is not less able
to work miracles now than he was when he fed
five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. If
you pray for us enough, perhaps he will take the
few crumbs we have into his own hand, and feed
these three million women with the bread of life.
Know how vast the multitude is ; think how fam-
ished they are; consider how few and weak and
poverty-stricken the disciples here are ; and remem-
ber that the Lord alone can, and by a miracle may,
do this for us and them. Then you will pray for
us as we need.

SIAM.

LETTER FROM DRr. DEAN.

BanGkok, Aug. 8, 1878.

THERE are four large rivers from the north
emptying into the Gulf of Siam. These are all
deep, broad streams, navigable for ships fifty or a
hundred miles. The most western is the Ae
Klong, on the banks of which the so-called Siam-
ese Twins were born, the father of whom was a
Chinaman, and the mother a Peguan. They sold
their sons to Capt. Coffin for silver; and when I
once saw the mother, her first inquiry was, when
her boys were to send .her some money. The
second river from the west is the 7a Chsn, on the
banks of which are acres of Chili gardens and
fields of sugar-cane, and near the mouth of which
stands our Chinese chapel at Leng-Kia-Chu. Next
is the e ANam, on which, twenty-five miles from
its mouth, stands Bangkok, a city of half a million,
composed largely of Chinese, and containing rep-
resentatives of nearly all the nations of the world.
Here you have a Chinese church, two chapels,
three mission-houses, and one missionary. The
most eastern of these four rivers is the Basn-pla-
#ong, which empties into the gulf near the town
of Ban-pla-soi, where we have another Chinese
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church; and over the hills to the east of Ban-pla-
soi are our two churches of Ku-Buang and Sin-
Buang, each with a bamboo chapel, one of which
stands in the place of a good wood edifice which
was burned two years ago. Up the Ban-pla-kong
river, about twenty-five miles from its mouth, follow-
ing the crooked stream, but ten miles in a direct
line, stands our new chapel, built of wood, a good
house, and just completed at the expense of the Chi-
nese. \We attended the dedication of this chapel,
during which service it was stated that the house had
in it no visible altar, where were seen images or a
cross, with burning candles and smoking incense, but
simply a plain hall, with a chair and a table, on
which were Bibles and hymn-books, and an in-
scription over the door, — THE TEMPLE OF THE
TRUE Gobp. It was further stated that this temple
was built not for money-changers, nor for buying
and selling to get gain, not to gamble in, nor to
smoke opium, nor to do any impure thing, nor to
say improper words, not to wrangle and hate, but
in which to love one another, and worship God, and
learn the true doctrine.

After the dedication, some candidates for bap-
tism were examined, among whom was a woman,
and her son ten years old. Mrs. Dean examined
the woman in Siamese, and addressed a company
of women assembled, who understood Siamese
better than they did the Chinese language. These
eleven candidates promised well, but were recom-
mended to wait for baptism till a future time.
We then sat down at the Lord’s table with seven-
ty-five disciples, which was the best part of the
dedication of this temple to the service of the
Lord.

These new disciples suffer persecutions from the
Roman Catholics, and beg for some American
missionary to come and live among them. If I
could cut myself into six pieces, and have a living
part for each of these six churches, it would be
gladly done. But, as it is, there is scarcely enough
left of the old man as a whole to meet the wants
of one of the six churches here. If the friends of '
the Union saw the wants of the mission as I do,
we should not long want for helpers from home.

SWEDEN. !
LETTER FROM MR. WIBERG. J
STOCKHOLM, Sept. 13, 1878. '
MANY ADDED TO THE CHURCH. — We are glad:
to say that the Spirit of the Lord continues to work
mightily among us. In the First Church here in:
Stockholm, there seems not to be any abatement|
of the great religious interest which has been wit-
nessed during the last two years. During the sume
mer months, a season in which congregations gen«
erally dwindle-down, the Bethel Chapel has con-
tinued” to"be-crowded, ‘and the additions to thoj
i

’
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Bohemia;” “The Waldensian Church,” in-
cluding Palermo; “The Free Church of Ita-
ly;” “The French Cahadian Missionary So-
ciety ;” “ The Presbyterian Board of French
Evangelization ; ” ¢ The Missionary Kizakian
at Tarsus;” “The Nyassa Mission of the
Free Church;” also various missionary move-
ments for the benefit of Egypt, Belgium, Bul-
garia, the Lebanon, the freedmen, and other
special schemes. Altogether the United Pres-
byterian Board has been enabled to exert a
somewhat extensive influence throughout the
world, for the glory of God and the good of
soul. — 7/ Miss. News.

A BRAZILIAN “Society for Religious and
Moral Literature ” was last year formed in Rio
de Janeiro, under the title of ‘Sociedade de
Litteratura Religioso e Moral.” It will circu-
late religious tracts, books, and Scriptures, in
the Spanish language. It will be worked upon
the plans of the American and English Tract
Societies. — Jb6/d.

PorRTUGAL. — The Bible is now freely cir-
culated in Portugal, and the people are ina
measure prepared for God’s message. Many
hundreds go to hear the gospel preached in
Lisbon and Oporto. It has been proclaimed
there for the last ten years, and Christian
churches have been formed now consisting of
about two hundred and fifty members. — /bid.

THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER.— The soldiers
of the Queen boast that the sun never sets on
the empire of their sovereign. They follow
the beat of her drums from the ice of Hud-
son’s Bay to the eternal snows of the Hima-
layas. They march to the weird wailing of
her pipers, from the miasmatic Sunderbunds
of Bengal to the lagoons of Honduras and
Guiana. On the parched strand of Aden, on
the rocky cliffs of Hong Kong and Gibraltar,
her standards shelter them. In her puissant
name they charge the Russians at Inkermann
and the Maories of New Zealand. Loyally
‘they live, right loyally they die. We, my
brethren, are soldiers of a mightier Sovereign,
whose sway extends over all lands, in whose
most honorable service we ought gladly to go
to the remotest corners and the deadliest
climes. For what else, brethren beloved,
were we redeemed, to what else do we aspire,
but to please Him who hath called us to be
soldiers ? — Rev. C. H. Carpenter.
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THE SEED-TIME. — We greatly err when we
estimate the worth of an enterprise by imme-
diate, visible results. Judged by this rule, the
mission of Jesus Christ would be pronounced
a failure ; so of the reformations under Luther
and Wesley. Their beginnings were small,
feeble, and, to the eye of sense or natural
reason, most unpromising. As in nature, phi-
losophy, art, science, every-day life, so in the
kingdom of grace, — “one soweth, and another
reapeth,” and the work of each is equally im-
portant ; so that “he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together.” Brethren,
this is the seed-time of China, Mexico, Brazil,
Japan, India, Africa, and other parts of the
world. The Master has pledged, “In due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Oh
for the faith that labors on patiently, cheer-
fully, and relies implicitly upon the promise
of Christ! The time doubtless will come
when the heroic men and women in the for-
eign work — the brave sappers and miners —
will receive their reward, not only from Him
who commissioned them, but from men. The
heathen world, converted to Christianity, and
glowing with the love of Jesus, shall vie with
the Church at home in weaving chaplets for
their brows. — ZTke Advocate of Missions.

PRrROGRESS. — God is moving, it would seem,
as never before, to open the way for the intro-
duction of the gospel amongst the heathen.
Religious toleration is now the rule, even
amongst the most barbarous nations, and the
missionary enjoys protection both to person
and property; heathen nations are brought
into close commercial relations with Christian
countries, and are greatly impressed with their
progress; the spirit of inquiry is permeating
the dark places of the earth, and there is
arising in the minds of millions the conviction
that idolatry is false, and idols no gods; the
churches are moving with a determined spirit
to “go up and possess the land;” and if the
preachers, laymen, women, and children of
our Church unite heart and purse in prose-
cuting this great work, this generation will
not have passed away before Christ will be
enthroned in the heart of heathendom. —/5:d.

THE MISSION TO THE LAaos.— The Laos
are a people living north of Siam, and tribu-
tary to the kingdom of Siam, though having
a king of their own race. They resemble the
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Siamese, but are a different race; in some
respects kindred to native tribes in Burmah,
differing from the Burmese. Chieng-Mai. one
of the chief cities of the Laos, is situated five
hundred or six hundred miles north of Bang-
kok, with which it has infrequent communi-
cation. Our brethren at Chieng Mai have less
communication with the rest of the world by
mail than any other missionaries within our
knowledge.

The mission consists of two ministers and -

a physician, and their wives. Mr. Wilson.
one of the ministers, has been on a visit to
this country for his wife’s health; but he ex-
pects soon to return to his station, leaving
his wife and children here for some time.
Arrangements are nearly completed for send-
ing out two single ladies as teachers, special
funds having been offered for this purpose. —
The Presbyterian Record.

ONE MISSIONARY TO 300,000 SOULS. —
In our last issue, p. 247, a material error oc-
curred in giving certain statistics, by the omis-
sion of a cipher. The paragraph ought to
read as follows: “In our country, amongst
our mostly Christian people, we have one
evangelical minister to every 8oo souls; in
India, amongst nearly all Pagans and Mo-
hammedans, not one to every 300,000 souls,
after counting all ministers, — British, Ger-
man, and American.” — Jb/d.

MounamMEDISM. — The ancient dynasties of
the East are possessed generally by two vast
religious systems, which meet and are blended
togecther in the peninsula of Hindostan.
The former of these systems is that of the
false Prophet, which exercising unopposed
sway over Western Asia, and extending along

_the northern coast of Africa, offers the most
formidable obstruction to the faith of Christ,
from the fact of its being, as it is, a counter-
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feit of the truth itself. The great simplicity
of its dogmas, proclaiming the unity and spir-
ituality of God, with the solemn doctrine of a
state of future reward and punishment, and
denouncing the sin of idolatry, are calculated
to seize hold of the mind, and demand the ac-
quiescence of the reason. The existence of a
sacred record, which always, in its degree, se-
cures permanency to a creed; the purity of
its morals, compared with what is recognized
in Oriental superstition; the recollection of
former grandeur, when Europe was indebted
to Arabian genius for a revival of its arts and
science and learning; and the adaptation of
the system, especially in its large admixture
of fabulous comment, to the Oriental mind ;
the increased civilization that has undoubtedly
followed in its track, and enlightened many of
the dark places of idolatry; its alliance with
powerful dynasties in Asia and even in Eu-
rope, —all these circumstances concur in giv-
ing a fixedness to the system, and in rooting
the Mahometan in his faith, so as to forbid
his viewing the gospel of Jesus Christ as hold-
ing any other place than that allotted to it in
his creed. — Bampton Lectures, 1845.

WHY ASK GOD TO DO WHAT HE TELLS
Us TO DO ? — Brother K—— a man of known
wealth, rose one day in the noon prayer-meet-
ing, and told of a certain good work which
might be done if only three hundred or four
hundred dollars could be raised for the pur-
pose; and he urged those present to pray
earnestly that it might be done. Mr. Moody
—on his feet in a moment—exclaimed,
“ Brother K——, I wouldn’t trouble the Lord
with a little thing like that: I would do it
myself.” ‘

Christ has told us to preach the gospel to
every creature. How can those ask him to
save the heathen, who neither go nor give
to carry them the gospel?

\
.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

A NEw MISSIONARY FOR ONGOLE. — Two
brethren, in answer to the call from Mr. Clough
for a helper to be sent him immediately, for-
~ warded their checks to the Mission Rooms
for two thousand dollars, urging that a man be
selected and sent to Ongole without delay.
The man has been found, and is on his way to

India. Rev. W. B. Boggs and his wife, the
party to whom we here refer, were formerly
among the Teloogoos of Coconada, a mission-
field of the Canadian Baptists. Mr. Boggs’s
health was impaired, and he came home. His
sickness was not of a serious character, and
he is now in better health than at any time in

——
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Christian zeal, is his plain common sense. To
them, the frankness and plainness and soberness
and common sense with which he takes hold of
delicate and momentous topics, is something they
never dream of finding in a book, and never expect
to hear from their own teacher. Their sages ig-
nore all such topics, and treat the social relations
with a weak and treacherous hand. . .. .

Having some spare time in the afternoons, we
are at work on a colloquial version of Genesis.
Miss Fielde has a graduate of special fitness ¥or
this work, who has been helping in preparing her
first lessons in Tie Chiu. That work being now
finished, we are utilizing him to help us do a work
of transcendent importance. As soon as Genesis
is completed, which will be in a few days more, we
shall prepare a colloquial version of Romans and
Hebrews for the use of the students and Bible-
women, and the schools, as well as of the members
generally.

LETTER FROM Miss A. M. FIELDE.

SwaTow, Sept. 2, 1878.

YESTERDAY was our communion Sunday, and
the previous week was a busy one for us all. The
preachers came in from the out-stations early in
the week, and had Bible-lessons from Dr. Ash-
more. The Bible-women were already here, hav-
ing been studying here during the last two months.
The candidates for admission to the church came
in, bringing their rice, charcoal, and other pro-
visions for a few days’ stay in our compound, and
were gradually examined by the missionaries and
native members. Every day there were sermons
preached in the chapel at seven o’clock in the
morning and five o’clock in the evening. Thurs-
day afternoon the boys’ school had its examina-
tion, conducted by three of the native preachers, in
the presence of the interested parents. Each boy
was called upon to recite more or less of what he
had learned since the last examination, two months
ago, while the teacher sat anxiously by, seeing his
work tested.

On Friday morning the church-members met for
the consideration of certain social and domestic
questions. The chapel was well filled, and the
discussion continued with unabating vigor through
the forenoon. The evils of early betrothal, foot-
binding, unavoidable complicity in heathen cere-
‘monies, the marriages of pagans with Christians,
the importance of church-members’ regarding the
laws of their country while obeying also the dic-
tates of conscience and the commands of God, and
other subjects bearing practically on the welfare of
the church, were taken up and ably handled by
various speakers, Certainly the path of the con-
verted pagan who would walk uprightly through
his native environment is no smooth one.
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On Friday afternoon the girls’ school had its
examination. Saturday forenoon, while the breth-
ren were assembled at the chapel, the women had
a prayer-meeting at the Bible-women’s house.
Seventy-two women were present, and thirty took
part in the meeting. Five spoke to the edification
of the hearers, on the promises of God that he
would answer prayer. Others presented subjects
for special prayer; and the prayers offered were
direct, specific, and prevailing. One woman
seemed deeply distressed ; and, on inquiry, I found
that the subject she had presented for prayer —
the conversion of a reprobate brother — had been
inadvertently omitted. These women believe that
these prayers are going to be answered, and there-
fore their grief is real when something they much
desire has not been prayed for. One old woman,
who has but lately heard of God, and who had
never before been here, wished to know if it would
be proper to pray that she might have a daughter-
in-law, and was greatly comforted in having this
petition added to the others.

Saturday afternoon there was further examina-
tion of candidates for baptism, of whom there were
fifty-six in all. Of these, thirty-six persons —
twelve women and twenty-four men — were ac-
cepted by the church. Those received were from
five different districts of the department, and from
thirty-two different villages. The nearest was
Swatow ; the farthest, Kau Lam, seventy miles
away. The youngest was a boy of twelve; the
oldest, a man of seventy-four years.

Very early Sunday morning we gathered around
our quiet and beautiful baptismal pool, shaded by
banyans and bamboos, and Dr. Ashmore and Mr.
McKibben went down into the water together,
and baptized these thirty-six persons into Christ.
May they be in him indeed, and evermore !

Sunday forenoon our chapel was filled to over-
flowing with over two hundred people, and Dr.
Ashmore preached to them. At the close of the
morning service about ten dollars was contributcd
by the native members for church uses. After the
communion in the afternoon the assembly began
to disperse to their homes, and to-day we settle
ourselves again to quiet, hot-weather work.

Since Jan. 1 of this year, ninety — of whom eight
are from the boys’ school—have been baptized
here.

SIAM.
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN.
Banckok, Aug. 26, 1878.

NINE Chinese, after spending a week and the
communion sabbath with us, have returned to their
home at Ban Chang, twenty-four hours west of
Bangkok. They came professedly, and, so far as
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we can judge, purely, to learn the doctrine and
worship the true God. They are gardeners and
rice-growers, and most of them have a wife and
children, and seem well-to-do for common people.
They have met with us daily for prayer and the
study of the Scriptures. Some of them can read
Chinese enough to sing the hymns, and make out
some passages of Scripture. On leaving they each
took for their own use a hymn-book and manual of
doctrine, and a copy of the New Testament ; with
a bundle of Matthew with notes, for their own
help and for distribution.

They propose to build a bamboo chapel, on con-
dition that we send them a native preacher to teach
them the way of the Lord more perfectly. We
have a good man for the work, who is willing to go,
provided he can be supported. We still wait for
your schedule of appropriations for the next year,
to learn if you have made provision for such an
emergency. We told them that they might go on
and build at their own expense, and we would try
to furnish the preacher.

JAPAN.
LETTER ¥FROM DR. BROWN.

Yokouama, Oct. 10, 1878,

HOLDING ON.— Since my letter of July, we
have had little change in the affairs of our mission.
During the hot season, as usual, people were scat-
tered and our congregations small; but now the
cold weather has come on, and our church is full
again. There are a number of very hopeful in-
quirers. On the second sabbath of August I bap-
tized a middle-aged woman at Tokio; and last
sabbath, at this place, a young man, teacher of
Mi<s Sands. I am expecting to baptize two more
at Tokio next sabbath. Miss Kidder has held on
with her work remarkably, and the new missionary
will find a small but precious band ready to meet
him when he arrives. Several of the young men
who were baptized by Brother Arthur have wan-
dered away, to other churches or elsewhere, and
will have to be excluded.

THE PRINTING. —In my last, I reported the
printing of Acts as in progress. It is now com-
pleted, and I have sent you a copy. Hebrews is
about half finished. A severe cold and neuralgia
since the middle of August have considerably re-
tarded my work ; but I hope, as the cold weather
advances, to regain what has been lost.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS. — I notice in the * Help-
ing Hand” a letter of very old date, giving quite a
favorable account of Japanese government schools.
The statements were made in reference to the state
of things two or three years ago, but are not appli-
cable to the present time. Since the rebellion, the
government has been driven to retrenchment in all
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possible ways, and the schools were the first to feel
the effects. The best foreign teachers were grad-
ually dropped, as their appointments expired ; and
as a consequence the educational work throughout
the country generally has fallen back to the old
routine, that is, the mere teaching of Chinese, or
rather the mopgrel court style, made up of Chinese
hieroglyphics mingled with Japanese characters for
the prepositions and affixes, a scheme well adapted
to the object of subverting and destroying the ver-
naular language, but utterly beyond the possibility
of general use by the masses. Add to this the
fact that the government schools, for the most
part, are schools of infidelity, and it will be seen
that they are not likely to prove of much benefit to
the country.

LETTER FROM Miss SANDS,
YoxoHAMA, Oct. 11, 1878,

WE have just heard that we are to have new
missionaries next month. We are glad and
thankful. Old and young, we shall all act like
happy children when they arrive. I knew you
would not forget Japan. . . .

I am training three Bible-women now ; worked
and visited with one last year, and shall send them
all out this year to different places, going with
them myself sometimes. I have the afternoons for
visiting among the people, and shall try and go
alone, that we may reach as many of the people as
possible. Please pray in particular for me and my
work.

SWEDEN.
REPORT OF MR. WIBERG.

MR. WIBERG thus reports his personal labors
during the summer of 1878 : —

LUTHERANS, BECOMING BAPTISTS. — I have dur-
ing the summer made a missionary tour to Nor-
way, and on the way visited several places in Swe-
den. In passing through the town of Carlstad, on
the way to Norway, I preached Sunday, July 14,
in the large Lutheran mission-house morning.
afternoon, and evening, and also addressed the
Sunday school in the afternoon. Even in this
place, the leaven of Baptist sentiments has begun
to spread among the Lutherans, without any efforts
on the part of the Baptists. I was invited to dine
with the leader of the Eucharist Union in the
place ; and he informed me that himseif and three
other men had recently been baptized upon a pro-
fession of their faith. He still, however, kept up
his connection with the Lutherans, hoping by this
means to draw over the other Lutheran friends to
the Baptist cause. There are, besides these four
baptized Lutherans, a few Baptists in the town, con-



