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SIAM. – The king of Siam proposes to place penses to Japan, and until they begin work, must

the Presbyterian mission schools on the same basis be paid by themselves or friends in America .

as to Government aid as the Government schools . There is a national movement among the Japanese

At a recent visit to Petchaburi, he gave the hospi- women to adopt the Western style of dress . The

tal $ 1,440, and the queen gave the girls ' school Japanese female dress , although simple , is incon

$ 960. - One of the princes of Siam , in a recent venient and immodest. A Christian banker at

interview , stated that he was a reformed Buddhist ; Sendai gives ten thousand dollars toward founding

that he discarded the supernatural from Buddh- in that city a thorough Christian school.

ism ; and that he did not regard Buddha as a god, AFRICA. - In recognition of his services in

but simply a great teacher , and received only his keeping open a line of communication with the

moral teachings. The prince said that this view outside world, Emin Pasha has sent Mr. Mackay

is rapidly gaining adherents in Siam. at Uganda for the Church Missionary Society two

CHINA. – Animal worship is common in tusks of ivory valued at two hundred and seventy

China. The fox is most generally worshipped . dollars . – The Arabs at Uganda have finally

The province of Chihli has nearly the same succeeded in stirring up King Mwanga to expel

area as the State of Florida, but with a population Mr. Mackay, who has gone to the Southern end

equal to that of all the States east of the Missis. of Victoria Nyanza ; but the king desired the

sippi , with the exception of New York, Ohio, and return of Rev. E. C. Gordon , whom he connects

Illinois . The Protestant missionary force who are with Gordon Pasha, of whom Mwanga had heard.

intrusted with its evangelization numbers barely So there is still a missionary in Uganda. The
40, or one missionary to 67 5,000 souls . The pop- religious interest among the people is remarkable.
ulation of China is so vægt, that, at a low esti- All the copies of the Scriptures which have been

mate of the death- rate, 24 are dying every minute, sent there were readily disposed of, and more are

1,440 every hour, 34,560 every day, 1,036,800 every called for.

month , and 12,441,600 every year ! This death- ISLES OF THE SEA. — During the last

rate would sweep off the whole population of the fourteen years seven hundred Protestant churches

United States in five years , but the birth-rate in have been built in Madagascar, making the total

China is so great that the population is increasing number now twelve hundred. There are over

What an argument for sending them the gospel eight thousand communicants in these churches,
NOW ! Corea has refused to longer pay an not counting those who have embraced the Chris

annual tribute to China, and the emperor of China tian faith, but have not made formal profession.

has decreed the independence of Corea. The churches are self-supporting . Martial law

JAPAN. — There is a great call now for foreign has been proclaimed throughout the Caroline

teachers in Government schools . Mr. D. L. Moody Islands by the Spanish governor-general. The

has become interested in sending out Christian effect on the missionary work, it is feared, will be

teachers to occupy these positions. They will disastrous . The natives , angered by the out

have a great influence on the future of Japan . rages of the governor, have risen and killed every

These teachers will receive fair salaries from the Spaniard on the island.

Government after being engaged ; but their ex

DONATIONS
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MAINE, $33.50 .

Warren , ch . , 22.50 ; Canaan, Mrs. Eliza Fogg, 9 ;

Gardiner, J.N.B. , 2 ; $33 50

NEW HAMPSHIRE, $6.76 .

Freedom , ch ., 2 ; Goffstown Centre, ch . , 4.76 ; 6 76

MASSACHUSETTS , $ 794.09 .

West Dedham , J. P. , 7.50 ; East Gloucester, ch . ,

27.76 ; Greenville, ch . in Leicester, 5 : Framing:
ham, ist S. S., Miss Snow's class, for girls ' school,

Nellore, care Mrs. Downie, 15 : Reading, ch ., 3;

Stoneham , ch ., 10 ; Miller River Asso. , A. H.

Dudley, treas., Petersham , ch . , 8.75 ; West Roy.

alston, ch ., 2.51 ; from asso ., 4.00-16.16; Boston,

J. B. Houser, of wh 25 is for the Congo mission,
and 25 is for a nat . pr., care Rev. A. E. Carson,

50 ; Clinton, ist ch., for sup . S. Vencutiah , care

Dr. Clough , 53.18 ; Valley Falls, prayer meeting ,

coll . for the Congo , 2; Winthrop , ch ., 12.50;
Maplewood, ch ., 3.75 ; Northboro', Chas. " E.

VERMONT, $36.34 .

Whiting , ch . , 23.75 ; Fairfax, ch . , 4.87 : Manchester,

Central ch . , Rev. J. A. Swart, 2 ; St. Johnsbury,
ch. , 6.72 ; 36 34
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return this year only relieve two other brethren

who must return home in the early spring ;

so that, excepting the real gain to the mission

in the coming of three single lady missiona

ries, the working force of the mission stands

just where it did last year. Yet the work

goes on , and the call is , if any thing, more

urgent. In view of this earnest , pressing

need may we not ask every reader of this to

pray the Lord of the harvest that he would

send forth more laborers into the great har.

vest- field of our Telugu mission ?

KING GEORGE WASHINGTON OF SIAM.

9

MRS. FANNIE ROPER FEUDGE, BALTIMORE, MD .

The lamented death , in the flower of his ful lives , - a love so beautifully unselfish , that ,

young manhood, of the Wangna, or “ second in after years, each was willing for the sake

king ” of Siam, better known as “ King George of the other to resign a kingdom and a crown .

Washington , " occurred about two years ago. But despite the universal joy that heralded

His reign is the fourth in succession of the the birth of these young princes , and their ap

present dynasty. The Siamese have “ first” parent security of an unclouded future, there

and “ second ” kings , who reign conjointly , came into their young lives a hiatus of twenty

each receiving royal honors, living in regal seven long years of sorrow and care ; when ,

state in his own palace, and the two sharing after the death of the royal father, the throne

the revenues and the responsibilities of royalty was usurped by an illegitimate half-brother,

between them . They are not rivals , but as- and the young heirs hunted down like wild

sociates, and usually of near kin . In the beasts, - a price put upon the head of the

reign that preceded the present, the “ first ” elder, as the one most to be feared , and both

and “ second ” kings were full brothers ; the forsaken bymany, who,during the last hours of

" first, " the senior by ten years . They both their royal sire , had sworn undying allegiance

died within a single year, and each was suc- to his sons .

ceeded by his eldest son, — the “ second," As the only possible means of security for

who was King George Washington , being at his life , the elder brother, then twenty years of

the time of his accession nearly thirty ; and his age, fled to a Buddhist temple , shaved his

cousin, the present reigning sovereign , only head , donned “ the sacred yellow robe , ” and

fifteen . became a priest ; and when once in the priest

The fathers of the two young princes who hood he was, by virtue of his royal birth ,

were crowned as “ supreme” and “ second ” high priest of the kingdom .”

kings in November, 1868, were the two most He thus secured not only his life , but the

remarkable men of their age and nation , whose homage of all ranks and classes , including

genius and virtues have left their lasting im- even the royal usurper. For wherever Buddh

press upon their country and people. They ism holds sway, not a man , woman , or child

were the sons of a warrior king, who was can be bribed or bullied into laying hands

greatly beloved as well as renowned, — the upon the consecrated person of a priest ; and

only sons of the queen , or “ superior wife, ” all , from prince to peasant, must, in passing,

and born when the royal sire was far advanced do him reverence .

in years . At the advent of each , fêtes and The extreme youthfulness of the ten-year

processions , songs and rejoicings , proclaimed old brother rendering him less dangerous to

a nation's joy . the interests of the usurper, he was suffered

The beautiful boys grew together side by to go at large ; and after the elder's assump

side , with never a sorrow nor a care, - in child- tion of priestly vows , the little prince returned

hood, seemingly wise above their years ; and to the palace provided for him by his father,

in young manhood, the idols of the nation as and there grew to manhood . He was , in many

well as the court . respects , one of the noblest types of manhood

At this early period of their lives was laid the I have ever known , – that is , of one not

foundation of an affection for each other, that avowedly a Christian ; and sometimes we, who

never once waned during their long and event- knew him best , ventured to hope that he was
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our

indeed “ a disciple of Jesus, but secretly ,” like picked workmen by this Siamese prince, he re

Joseph of Arimathea. His boyhood's promise quired them to build a similar one ; and when

was more than realized in the mature excel- his dock was prepared , and his founderies

lences of his manhood ; when , instead of set up, his men had still no other teacher

deploring his own misfortunes, he set himself, or helper than their royal master.

mind and heart, to improve and exalt the con- He died about the close of the year 1867 , at

dition of his people, and this even before he the age of fifty- five, universally lamented in a

came to the throne as co-ruler with his brother land where one meets at every turn some new

the priest, after the usurper's death . trophy to the energy and ability of this re

He reigned as “ Second King Pawasendr markable man .

Kamesr Maha Waresr," in conjunction with The last decade of the usurper's reign was

the “ priest-king," from 1851 to 1858 ; but, especially fruitful in the introduction of useful

even before assuming the kingly sceptre, he inventions ; and it is unquestionably true that
was , as “ the very remarkable Prince T. Mom- the wonderful progress in Western civiliza

fánoi, ” well and favorably known both in tion and the arts made by Siam during the

Europe and the United States, for his ripe last forty years received its first impetus

scholarship, no less than his amazing skill in from this particular period of the prince's

the introduction among his people of very life . It was during these years that he began

many of the arts and sciences of Occidental also to study and collect specimens in several

nations. By the aid of the few missionaries branches of natural history, aided and in

then resident at Bangkok, Rev. Messrs. Jones, structed by the writer of this sketch . But

Dean , Davenport, and their wives , he mas- his surprising aptitude enabled the royal pupil

tered the English language, and made very soon to outstrip his instructor, and become

creditable proficiency in Latin and French . master instead of scholar. He afterwards

He studied Euclid and Newton with absolute sent many valuable specimens of his own

enthusiasm , learned the use of sextant and preparations to National Institute at

chronometer from such shipmasters as occa- Washington, - the presents being always

sionally visited the port, and spent some por- accompanied by autograph letters signed

tion of every day — snatched from his busy “ T. Momfánoi of Siam . ”

life — in drawing and mathematics, astronomy After the usurper's death , Prince T. Mom

and navigation . He first taught himself, and fánoi might have succeeded as supreme

then a picked squad of his servants, the art instead of “ second ” king, as the position

of watch and clock making, and the very was frequently offered him by his priest

first timepiece ever constructed in Siam was brother, who, after his long years of retire

the work of this prince in his young manhood ; ment and study, shrank from the cares and

while to-day the watches and clocks made in duties of more public life . But the younger

Bangkok are noted for their excellence , and almost forced upon his brother's brow the

supply the demand of Siam and of all the regal diadem of “ supreme " ruler, while him

surrounding countries . He cast guns and self took upon his younger and more vigorous

cannon by his own unaided skill , and with un- shoulders its most weighty responsibilities .

tiring energy succeeded at last in substituting Both were eminently fitted to govern , - the

for the wretched junks of his country first- “ priest-king ” bringing to the throne rare

class frigates and merchant vessels built upon dignity, wisdom , and maturity of judgment ;

European models. and his brother, the earnest forethought and

The first miniature model was built by his intensely practical virtues that rendered him

own hands, after a drawing he had himself a model king, and the never-to -be-forgotten

made of an American vessel then lying in benefactor of his people.

port ; and for exquisite beauty of workman- Such was the father of the late “ King

ship , this tiny craft would compare very favor- George Washington of Siam , " the worthy

ably with the beautiful models constructed by son of a noble sire.

William the Fourth of England, and preserved The writer, who had shortly before reached

with commendable pride in the Royal Poly- Bangkok, had the honor of naming the royal

technic of London . After his own model had babe ; and as the father had requested that

been exhibited and explained to a band of the name selected should combine that of

1
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an English king and an American president, made with nearly all the great Western
" George Washington was chosen . This powers ; while the wealth , commerce, and in

name was altogether acceptable to the father, dustries of the kingdom have correspondingly

who was quite familiar with Washington's increased .

history, and an enthusiastic admirer of his In person, “ King George Washington ” was

character. of tall , compact figure , indicative alike of

The little prince never bore any other strength and beauty ; of full , pleasing face,

name, though his titles were legion ; and on and well -formed head . His social habits,

ascending the throne it was as “ King George high -bred manners, and uniform gentleness

Washington," after which followed an array and courtesy rendered him a favorite wherever

of imposing titles. He wore the English dress he was known ; and , altogether, he was one

from his cradle , and was taught to speak our of the finest specimens of the courtly Orien

language as soon as the baby lips could utter tal gentleman I have ever known. He died

a word. He afterwards read and wrote Eng. at Bangkok, Aug. 28 , 1885 , aged forty-seven .

lish with great fluency ; and , like his honored On the 29th , his Majesty, the “first king,"

father, was extremely fond of the society of with many of the princes and nobles, visited

Europeans, and their social customs . the Wangna's palace, had the remains bathed

After his accession as “ second king ,” he and urned , and saw them laid in state to

kept his father's palaces and steamboats in await cremation the next dry season .

excellent condition , and his body -guard under Whether or not this noble young king was

the same thorough drill for which they were a Christian, is unknown ; but his influence, and

noted during the reign of his sire . that of his regal cousin the “ supreme king,"

The joint reign of the cousins was alto- have from the first been in favor of the spread

gether peaceful and prosperous, marked by of Christianity throughout the realm . The

many and great steps of true progress , as the missionaries have always , on public occasions ,

full establishment of religious liberty and the been those whom these kings delighted to

abolition of slavery throughout the kingdom , honor; while in private the warmest friend

and later the organization of an Anglo- ship has existed between the parties . The

Siamese college , with an American missionary reforms begun by the fathers have been more

at its helm . The walls of the city have been than carried out by their sons ; and slowly

extended , new forts built and mounted, good but surely the leaven of Christianity is leaven

roads opened, and broad avenues with paved ing the country, where less than half a century

sidewalks have supplanted narrow lanes . ago the seed was sown under so many dis

Lines of steam -packets to various points have couragements, but is now multiplying and

been augurated, prin s-presses and bind- increasing, some thirty , some sixty, some

eries are set up, grounds and buildings for an hundred fold , ” to the glory of our God .

resident consuls are provided , and treaties

JAPAN.-I.

2

I.

1

1

L. P. BROCKETT , BROOKLYN, N.Y.

ITS GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY . It is somewhat larger, however, than the

JAPAN , called by its inhabitants Zipangu, British Islands, having four large and three

or Jipungu, “ the Land of the Rising Sun," thousand eight hundred and forty-six small

and at an earlier period Yamato Zima , " The islands, which together constitute the Jap

Land East of the Mountains " (both names anese Archipelago. The four principal islands

indicating their belief that it was the most are known to us by the names Vezo or Hok

oriental of lands then known), is wholly an kaido, at the north -east ; Hongo, the central

island empire, and sustains a similar relation and much the largest island ; Sikoku, at the

to the Pacific shores of the Eastern Conti- south ; and Kiusiu in the south -west. Nippon

nent, to that which the United Kingdom of is the Japanese name for the whole empire.

Great Britain and Ireland bears to the west- Hongo is nine hundred miles long, and a hun

ern or Atlantic shores of the same continent . dred wide; its large peninsula, Yedo, extend
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to purchase a bullock and carriage , and to set it remember Mr. Hallet as the one whom Dr. Cush

up in working order. ing accompanied to Siam on the surveying expedi

tion several years ago ; negotiating with the king
Mr. J. Kiernan .

of Siam with reference to a system of railways

ONGOLE , Jan. 27 , 1888. over the kingdom . There seems a fair prospect

My Work is chiefly among the caste people of a successful termination of the question. In

in and around about Ongole. I speak to them view of such facts , it does not seem the proper

nearly every day in the week . I try to collect a time for giving up any thing in Siam , but rather for

crowd of people by singing a verse or two of a strengthening our stakes and lengthening our

hymn either in Tamil or Telugu . Sometimes I cords .

sing in Hindustani if I see most of the people in

the vicinity are of that class. I then read or recite CHINA.

some familiar passage of Scripture, such as that
The Eastern China Mission.

concerning the lost sheep , or the prodigal son , or

the man who built his house on the rock . I then
Miss E. Stewart.

tell them of the lost sheep being found by the NINGPO , Jan , 17 , 1888 .

Shepherd, of the wanderer returning to the Father, Just at present I am having an experience famil

or the wisdom of building on the Rock Christ iar to every missionary ; but it is my first, and I

Jesus. I do not remember that I was ever disap- tremble for results. Through my influence some

pointed in collecting a crowd, and I am thankful heathen women are interested in the doctrine, and

to say that the people thus collected have listened coming to chapel regularly. Will they come out

to the preaching of the Word with marked atten- on the Lord's side , or will all this pass away ? My

tion, both in Ongole, and the villages five or six fervent prayer is that God will give me some of

miles round. I also make use of the magic-lan- them as a token of his favor and an earnest of

tern at night , exhibiting pictures from Bunyan's
what is to come. I hear much of the hardness

Pilgrim's Progress, or Bible pictures, when larger of this field compared with others, yet all the mis

numbers attend than I can collect in the daytime, sionaries are confidently expecting showers of

and to whom I endeavor to speak of Jesus as the blessings soon.

Only Saviour of fallen man.

The Wakka Mission .

Miss J. E. Wayte.

Rev. George Campbell.

Nellore, Feb. 27 , 1888 .

MUN -KEU -LIANG , Feb. 4 , 1888 .

My outside work , though somewhat hindered by
At Work. — It will soon be three months since

sickness in town , is progressing. Six new pupils
we arrived in China. Most of the time we have

were added to the number this month , and others
been at Kak Chieh, but have been here now more

are asking to have the teacher sent to them . The

women listen to the old, old story with increasing
than two weeks . The weather has been delightful

the whole time. About New Year's we had some

interest, and it seems to be taking hold in some

hearts.
frost , and yesterday morning the mountains within

sight were covered with snow down to the alti

tude of two thousand feet. Some of the moun

SIAM.
tains are over three thousand feet high. The

Rev. L. A. Eaton . natives say it has been thirty or forty years since

BANGKOK , Jan. 20, 1888 , so much snow has been seen .

The Tramway that I mentioned in a former As to the Language , I can only say that a

letter is now in course of construction, and in a beginning has been made. The first two months

few months more we shall have cars going from I had a very incompetent teacher, not much better

one end of the city to the other,- a distance of than none. I had no grammar or dictionary, and

seven miles. This line will run directly past our no help of that kind except a phrase-book of Miss

chapel, and our compound where we live is within Thompson. I enjoy the study of the language

two minutes' walk ; so this tramway will increase very much , and hope to make more rapid progress

the value of our property. Other improvements Some of the special disadvantages I labor

are also in prospect for Siam . Sir Andrew Clark under will not fall to the lot of those who come

- former governor of Singapore - is now in out hereafter. In many respects we are favorably

Bangkok with a company of surveyors and engi- located for the study of the language. We are

neers, sent out from London by a syndicate who right among the people , and hear Hakka spoken

has favored Mr. Holt S. Hallet's recommendation constantly. The people are quite friendly. The

for a railroad to extend from Burma to China and frequent meetings at the chapel are , of course,

to Lower Siam through Northern Siam . You will very helpful. On the other hand, the Hakka

now .
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MISSIONARY NEWS.

the army.
-

A great

-

-

EUROPE. – Russia. – Mr. Rabinowitz, the the excessive taxes which are imposed. This has

Jewish reformer, has had an embargo laid upon been aggravated by the action of the Government

him by the Russian Government, and will not be last December in expelling from Tokyo a large

able to carry out his plans for Christianizing his number of persons. It would not be surprising if

people. Italy . - The officers actively favor a rebellion should break out.

the circulation of the Bible among the soldiers of AFRICA. – Western . — The headquarters of

France. The people in many the Congo Free State are at Boma on the lower river.

places show an eagerness to hear the gospel, and The governor -general resides there . The criminal

are not restrained by the opposition of the priests . and civil code of Belgium are in force in the State .

INDIA. — The “ Harvest Field , " published in Central. — Contrary to the prevailing opin.

South India, says it could mention twenty or thirty ior., Emin Pacha says, that , after twenty years do
places in which Brahmans have formed themselves minion of the Arabs in the province now ruled by

into societies for the sole purpose of studying the him , Mohammedanism has hardly ten proselytes.
Bible. No missionaries are admitted to their He strongly favors Christian missions, and wishes

meetings ; but they occasionally submit questions a station established in his province. —

to missionaries by messenger, and the answers movement is in progress among the Barotse toward

are reported back to the meetings of the societies. Christianity. – Northern . Rev. F. E. Bald

A writer says, “ Even in the monasteries of this win and wife of North Carolina, who have been in

land, and by some of the high -priests of Hindu Tangier for several years, are to start an inde

ism, the Sanskrit Bible is to-day a book anxiously pendent mission in Morocco. He will work in har

studied. At the B. A. examinations of the mony with the North Africa mission , but will not

Madras University of the Brahman candidates,
look to it for support. - Eastern. Mr. Mc

thirty-six per cent passed ; and of the Christian Kinnon, the originator of the Emin Bey Relief

candidates, thirty- seven per cent . Hitherto the Expedition and head of the British India Steam

Brahmans have always stood first.
Navigation Company, has obtained from the Sultan

of Zanzibar a treaty which gives him control of one
SIAM. – In addition to the gift which the

hundred miles of coast, includirg Mombasa. He

king recently made to the school of the Presbyte. has formed a company called the British East Af.

rian mission of twenty-four hundred ticals , and rican Association , with the object of introducing

the gift of the queen of fifteen hundred ticals, the commerce and civilization into Central Africa ,

- Encouragingprime minister has given a house for the starting with this coast line as a basis.
news is received from the Chagga mission near

of a new mission -station near his home. Med

Mount Kilimanjaro. The missionaries are

ical missionaries find an abundance of work in garded withmorefavor bythe people.
Siam . The Laos people of Northern Siam ISLES OF THE SEA . - The work of evan

are very eager to hear the gospel. There has been gelization among the South -sea Islands has been

an average of seven members received into the largely carried on by the native converts. It is

wonderful to see their devotion to the work . Hun
church at Chiengmai each month, for several dreds have sacrificed their lives to carry the gos

months . The members of the church are earn
pel to the heathen . Sixty from one church in the

est and active in personal work for others . The Hervey group have been killed while acting as mis
Laos mission stands second of the Presbyterian sionaries. The first stone in the monument to

missions in the amount of progress during the
the memory of John Williams, the martyr of the

South-sea Íslands, was laid by the son of the manpast year in proportion to the missionaries on the
who slew him.

field . SOUTH AMERICA. – A gentleman in

CHINA . – The Chinese Government is grad- Leeds, Eng., has offered three of the British mis

ually assuming a more independent position toward sionary societies the joint sum of £ 15,000 for the

foreigners. No more foreign concessions will be prosecution of work in the northern part of South

America. He would apply part of the money to

granted , to place Chinese soil under foreign juris- the purchase of a steamer to ply up and down the

diction . Miss Mary Geraldine Guinness, daugh- Amazon and its tributaries, while the income of

ter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Grattan Guinness, has gone the remainder would go to manning the vessel with

as a missionary of the China Inland Mission . heralds of the gospel. This generous proposition

JAPAN . – A large meeting was held in Tokyo,
may lead to the development of this region hither

to greatly neglected . The South American

Feb. 23, to celebrate the translation of the whole
Missionary Society has decided to send out a mis

Bible into Japanese.- - There is a large amount sion to the Indians of Paraguay if a sufficient fund

of dissatisfaction among the people on account of is subscrib . d .

re

1
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During the year a number have asked for baptism ; but , as they did not give satisfactory

evidence of conversion , they were not accepted. Perhaps we erred in not consenting in the

case of one or two ; but , in the case of others , it has proved wise that we refused . Some of

them we hope ere long will become suitable subjects for baptism . The school continued for

ten months in the year. Largest number on the school register at a time, 32 ; average, 16.

I am rejoiced to say that another pagoda on our compound is almost demolished to give

.space to a mission -house. Again I renew my request to the Executive Committee to send a

missionary and his wife to the Shan and Toungthoo work here in Thatone, and not here only,

but in all the Moulmein district, – surely a large enough field for any one man. Here he can

prepare for work in the Shan country, where he can go a few years hence if he wishes . These

Shans and Toungthoos, or their parents or grandparents, have come directly from the Shan

country. Here a missionary can live comfortably , and do the same work for the same kind of

heathen as in the Shan country.

CHIENGMAI, NORTHERN SIAM .

KARENS. Rev. D'VID WEBSTER and wife in America.

In Mr. Webster's absence in this country, the work among the Karens of Siam is carried

on by a few native preachers from Burma; but no report of their work has been received

from them . A few of the young converts from Siam are in the mission schools in Burma,

preparing to return and preach the gospel to their people. Negotiations are in progress

for the construction of a railroad from Burma through Northern Siam to Southern China.

Should this be done , the importance of the mission field in Siam , and the facilities for

prosecuting the work , will be vastly increased .

.

RANGOON .

BURMAN DEPARTMENT. Rev. A. T. Rose, D.D. , and wife, Rev. F. H. EvelErh , Mrs. C. BENNETT , Mrs. E. L.

STEVENS, Miss E. F. MCALLISTER, Miss Mary E. WILLIAMS, Miss RUTH W. RANNEY. In America, Miss

A. R. GAGE , Mrs. F. H. EVELETH .

SGAU -KAREN DEPARTMENT. – Rev. L. J. DENCHFIELD and wife. Mrs. J. H. VINton in America.

Pwo- KAREN DEPARTMENT. --Rev. D. L. BRAYTON wife.

SHAN MISSION . - Rev. J. N. CUSHING , D.D. Mrs. CUSHING in America.

KAREN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY . -- Rev. B. P. Cross and wife. Rev. D. A. W. SMITH , D.D., and wife , in

America.

RANGOON BAPTIST COLLEGE. – Professor E. B. Roach and wife. Rev. JOHN PACKER , D.D., and wife , in

America .

Baptist Mission Press .- Mr. FRANK D. PHINNEY, Superintendent .

Burman Department.

For some reason , no report of this work has come to hand . Dr. Rose has continued the

mission in the usual lines , and an increasing interest in the gospel message has been appar

ent among the Burmans. Pride of learning and station , and a love for the ways of sin ,

still keep the Burmans from receiving the truth with the readiness and simplicity of their

humbler countrymen , the Karens . The troubles of the last few years have, however,

greatly shaken the faith of the people in the Buddhist priests, who have often been leaders

of the bands of dacoits, or robbers ; and many of the missionaries believe, that, after the

irritation caused by the overthrow of the Burman king Thebaw has passed away , there will

be a more favorable time for mission work among the Burmans than has ever been known .
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industry, economy , energy , and intelligence give them a pre -eminent claim to the attention

of Christian missionary societies . So that, whether the Chinese are regarded as to their

vast numbers, their great needs, or their present and prospective importance among the

nations of the world , their claims upon the attention and the efforts of Christian missions

are immeasurably beyond what they have received in the past, and seemingly beyond those

of any other nation in the world . But providential circumstances such as their exclusive

ness until a very recent date, and the response of the Spirit to Christian effort in other

lands, and other reasons, have united to withdraw the attention of Christians from them .

The missions of this society to the Chinese are far short of the requirements of the

situation, and of the privileges which are now open to us among that people .

BANGKOK , SIAM .

Rev. L. A. EATO. and wife, Rev. A. H. FRASER and wife.

Mr. Eaton writes : —

This is the end of my fifth year in the mission . For two years my wife and I were left

alone without any associate in the work ; but one year ago our hearts were gladdened with the

news that helpers were coming, in the person of Mr. Fraser and wife . They arrived on the

21st of January.

It is not an easy task to give even a synopsis of personal work on a mission- field . I still

keep a personal teacher, and continue to give as much time to the study of the language as I

can without neglecting other duties. I preach in Chinese once each Sabbath , but far more

people are reached by wayside teaching than we can hope to reach by the stated preaching of

the gospel. I visit the markets and shops, where the thrifty Chinamen, always busy, are ever

ready to show every polite attention, and listen to what we have to say. I wish I could go

further, and say that we see the results of this listening in interest manifested in the truth and

in the improved lives of the people. A few , indeed , do express an interest in our doctrines,

and several appear almost ready to embrace them ; but the secret society among the Chinese,

which almost every one joins as soon as possible after arriving in the country , for the sake of

the mutual protection and help which it offers, is a formidable obstacle to the spread of the

gospel.

I have visited the out-stations, and made an extended tour on the West Coast of the Gulf,

telling the story of Jesus and his salvation to many who had never heard of it before. We did

not reach the most populous provinces , being compelled to turn back on account of contrary

winds . I hope at some future time to be more successful.

Of the native helpers, two are employed in Bangkok at present, and for some time past, in

daily visiting from house to house, distributing tracts,and teaching. These men are earnest

and enthusiastic, and know better how to reach their countrymen than a foreigner could after

many years of experience. We hope for good results from this source . We have also two

other native helpers here as the personal teachers of Mr. Fraser and myself, one of whom is

also a preacher. Besides these, there is a native ordained preacher at one of the out -stations,

to whom we pay a salary , and at another a preacher who holds regular Sabbath services

without remuneration from us .

In Bangkok we have a membership of seven men , who attend the services of the church as

a rule regularly , and live consistent Christian lives . The average regular attendance on our

Sabbath services is only about fifteen , though there are often many more who come and go

during the time of public worship. Those who attend regularly sit throughout the services ,

giving good attention, and appearing to enjoy the singing and other exercises .

We have a church at Leng-kia-chu , a large fishing-village , composed chiefly of Chinese , and

situated at the Tachen River. Here the membership is only five in number. Some of the
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best of our members at that place have died, and I have not felt that the condition of things,

and especially the finances of the mission , justified our keeping a preacher there ; but a

preacher formerly in our employ, who now has a drug-shop, holds regular Sabbath services

with the members. They have also expended some money on repairs on the chapel, and

manifest an interest in keeping up the church .

At Patriew we have a native ordained preacher, and a membership of thirty-five . These

cannot all be understood to be faithful Christians, as many of them are very irregular in their

attendance at church , and in other ways inconsistent in their lives .

At Bamplasoi our chapel is very inconveniently situated , being built on posts far out on a

mud- flat; the only access to it being a narrow plank walk , also on posts ten or twelve feet high,

and extending about a hundred yards. All this space is covered with water when the tide is

in ; with mud , when it is low. This state of things I consider to be a drawback to the success

of the church at this place. The chapel is quite away from any thoroughfare. We have here

a membership of fifteen . The spiritual condition at this station is very low , and the prospect

not at all encouraging. The matter of removing the chapel about four miles inland is being

discussed .

Ku -Buang is situated inland about fifteen miles from Bamplasoi. We have here eleven

members ; and, though it is difficult to get them together regularly for worship, I consider this

one of our most pro iising fields of labor. The Chinese here are strictly an agricultural class,

and have not the vices so common among the great majority of Chinese in Siam .

There has not been much progress made ; at least , if there is any, it is not apparent to human

view. Yet I think the churches are in as good a condition as at any time since I came to Siam ,

and the prospects as favorable for advancement. During the time of my absence on the West

Coast, I spent some days at Petchaburi, and held several preaching-services in Chinese, having

large and attentive congregations . Since that time , I have had frequent intimations that

another visit was much desired by the Chinese there, and the assurance that they would be

much gratified at the establishment of a station of our mission there.

We are constantly cramped in our endeavors and desires for pushing on the work more

vigorously by the lack of funds. Can we not hope for an increased appropriation for this

mission instead of constantly decreasing means ? I wish with all my heart that it could be

self-supporting ; but as other missions have not attained that much desired ultimatum , under,

to say the least , as favorable circumstances as this, I see no alternative but patience and for

bearance, with line upon line and precept upon precept on the duty of giving for the support

and spread of the gospel. While it is so hard to arouse people in Christian lands on this

subject, we need not wonder that converts among the heathen do not give freely out of their

poverty.

In spite of every discouragement, we enter on the new year with renewed courage, resolu .

tion , and hopefulness for the future ; and if we ask a little for your money, we ask a great deal

and very earnestly for your prayers and sympathy. “ Brethren , pray for us . ”

Mr. Fraser sends the following report : —

A year among the Chinese has passed away. For three months, beginning in March, I had

a regular teacher, an excellent one. Since that time I have done as well as I could with the

help of a young man whom I brought with me as a boy. I have tried to make a point of

learning the colloquial language, leaving the literary until the future.

Soon after I arrived here I visited all the stations in company with Mr. Eaton . I did not go

away again until October, when I went to Patriew and spent ten days two Sundays — with

the brethren , visiting almost all of them at their homes, and endeavoring to appreciate their

circumstances, trials , and temptations. I found them willing to come to worship, and believe a

good work could be done among them . They are farmers, and live away from many things
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which , in Bangkok, distract and draw away. There is a membership here of 35 ; and at the first

service 20 were present, at the second , 35 .

Dec. 9 I went to Leng-kia-chu, and spent Saturday and Sunday. I judge such visits

to be useful in gaining a command of what language I have already learned, of learning more,

and as a means of encouraging the people. Dec. 30 I went there again, and the next day

we had communion , at which service every member was present ; and they took up a collection

for the poor amounting to about eighty cents .

SWATOW .

Rev. S. B. Partridge and wife, Rev. JOHN M. Foster , Miss A. M. FIELDE , Miss C. M. Hess. In America,

Rev. WILLIAN ASHMORE, Jun ., and wife, Miss C. H. DANIELLS, M.D., Miss M. A. BUZZELL.

Rev. William Ashmore, D.D., Home Secretary of the Society, has returned to this station

for a time, but, after the adjustment of his affairs, is expected to resume his duties in this

country. Mr. Partridge sends the report of the mission as follows :

The labors and experiences of the years just closed have not differed materially from those

of former years. The obstacles and opposition to the advance of the truth are not less than in

the past, but neither has the power of the truth waned. Although our church - roll shows no

increase in membership , there has been an evident advance in spiritual strength .

Towards the end of each quarter our native helpers have, as heretofore, assembled here in

the compound for study and consultation ; the meetings continuing for one week in the second

and third quarters, and for two weeks in the first and fourth .

The studies included exegesis of parts of the New Testament, the doctrine of the angels,

the Scripture teaching on the subject of giving, and church polity as taught in the book of the

Acts. There were also exercises in reading the colloquial Scriptures, and repeating from

memory the portions that were studied exegetically. During the last quarterly meetings , more

time than usual was given to prayer, with good spiritual results. In addition to the work of preaching

at out - station chapels, the evangelists have visited several hundred towns and villages , exhorting

and encouraging church -members, and talking about the gospel on passage boats or in market

places, as there was opportunity. As the out -stations are double in number to the preachers

employed, two or three have been placed in charge of one man . At nearly all of these stations

there are now deacons or other members who can conduct the Sunday services when there is

no paid preacher present. We continue to urge upon the church -members the importance and

the necessity of finding among themselves those who can act as their spiritual guides, who,

without pay, will exercise watch - care over the flock .

There has been no violent opposition to the work of evangelization ; but the church -members

have been subject to petty persecution , threats of violence, and unjust taxation . The refugees,

who were driven from their villages more than three years ago, have received no compensation

for their losses, and are not yet able to return to their homes .

There is a growing willingness on the part of the Christians to give to the support of the

work among themselves, but a special effort has been made this year to develop the ability of

the church in this direction .

Two of the evangelists, by appointment, gave seven months to the work of collecting money

for the support of the native preachers. They visited all of the out- stations, and preached on

the subject of the scriptural teaching in regard to giving. They went also to the homes of the

Christians, and talked with them on the subject, visiting more than 190 towns and villages . As

a result, they received subscriptions amounting to more than $400, which it is expected will

be paid in before the Chinese New Year ( Feb. 12) . This special effort enables us to see

what the Christians can do if they will, and we are encouraged to believe that , by systematic

weekly giving, during the year to come, a larger sum than this can be raised .
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Editorial.

a day of special prayer for the conversion of the heathen . The church in Malden is

arranging for a grand celebration . Doubtless, thousands of churches throughout the land

will have some fitting observance of the day. Let us all unite in it , and make it a day

long to be remembered among the churches.

To each subscriber of $ 1,000 , or more, to the “ Judson Centennial Fund," a hand

some certificate, with portraits, and facsimiles of autographs, will be given , which will be

a pleasing memento of the share they have had in this important movement in our

missionary history. Any who desire to be enrolled among this honorable number can

forward their subscriptions to the Treasurer of the Missionary Union .

PERSONAL.– Rev. Horatio Morrow and wife of Tavoy, Burma, arrived in New York,

Sunday, May 20. Mrs. Morrow's health greatly improved during the journey from Burma.

Mrs. J. H. Vinton of Rangoon, Burma, arrived in New York , May 28. She is at

Brattleborough , Vt . — Rev. Dr. A. Bunker and family of Toungoo, Burma, arrived

in New York, June 4 , returning for a brief rest. Rev. R. L. Halsey and wife sailed

for Sendai, Japan , in June , from San Francisco.- Rev. A. Loughridge, formerly of

Hanamaconda, India , has been elected president of Los Angeles University, California,

and has accepted . — Rev. W. W. Campbell of Secunderabad , India, arrived in New

York , June 7, being obliged to return to America by the continued ill health of Mrs.

Campbell.— Miss E. E. Mitchell, M.D., of Moulmein , Burma , arrived in New York,

June 17, after nearly nine years' absence . Rev. A. H. Fraser and wife re hed

Boston, July 1 , from Bangkok, Siam .

ANNOUNCEMENTS. By a strange confusion , the name of Dr. Jeffrey was inserted

in the list as the preacher before the last Annual Meeting of the Missionary Union . All

who were at Washington will remember that the sermon in the evening of Sunday before

the Union , was by Rev. Henry M. King , D.D., of Albany , N.Y. , from John xiv. 12 ; and

all who heard the sermon must have been impressed with the striking and impressive man

ner in which the “ greater works ” possible to the Christian church of to -day were pre
sented . We call attention to Mr. Ingham's letter from Banza Manteke, which gives

some very interesting particulars of the great work there , with which we were not before

acquainted. — The “ National Tribune,” Washington, D.C. , will send a set of the full

reports of the recent National Baptist Anniversaries, postpaid , on the receipt of twenty - five
cents. As the “ Judson Centennial ” number, this issue of the MAGAzine is devoted

largely to Missions in Burma .

64

THE NORTH ADAMS (MASS.) BAPTIST CHURCH has organized itself into a Mis

sionary Society, with constitution, officers , and all complete, a “ Woman's Branch,” and a

* Primary Branch .” The duty of the executive committee is to increase the interest in

missions by meetings and other means ; of the pledge committee, to secure a pledge for

weekly giving from every member of the church and congregation ; and of the committee

of collectors , to see that all keep their pledges. This is another indication of the awaken

ing sense of the duty of the churches to the world, and we give our best wishes for its
success.

THE SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH , ST . LOUIS, MO. , has adopted a plan for sys

tematic benevolence , which is , in some respects, superior to any we have seen . A little

pamphlet , descriptive of the principal objects to which the church contributes, is given to





1888. ) 387The Future of Siam .

from Phil . ii . 2 , and immediately starts for Traces of a quarterly meeting are always to

Nellore . be seen for days in the sick and ailing it

Friday we begin our day's work , as usual, leaves behind, and numbers of others who

with a prayer meeting,after which Dr. Clough have failed to get a hearing, and who feel that

has plenty to say to his helpers before they they cannot go home until they do so. These

leave for their respective fields. He answers have to be attended to, and perhaps some of

all their questions ; and after a cheerful and the sick have to be carefully nursed for days.

affectionate address, and a prayer from one of It is these quarterly meetings, and the con

the senior preachers and himself, he wishes stant work and calls on a missionary's time

them all God-speed, and forces his way out of between them, not to mention the anxiety

the crowd of people who would detain him and care which every day brings with it , — all
longer if possible . A couple of marriages in of which make such meetings possible, - that

the evening, and a few more parting words draw his very life-blood out of him. But he

from Dr. Clough, bring to a fitting close one dare not turn away from God's appointed

of the most successful and interesting quar- work ; for Jesus has said , “No man, having
terly meetings yet held in connection with this put his hand to the plough , and looking back ,

mission . is fit for the kingdom of heaven.”

But does it end here ? Certainly not.

THE FUTURE OF SIAM.

REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE , D.D.

-The Future of Siam . - What is it to be ? geolet. If any of these eggs should be broken ,

Things may drift on as they are now doing a viper may sting their heels.

and drift interminably. The kingdom may On the North is China .- The “ Chinese

have long life before it in its present form, giant ” is waking up. The world has heard

on account of the advantage there is in having that already. He is looking down over his

some neutral ground between great nations. shoulder like Angelo's statue of Morning on

And yet, from some of these same nations, the tomb of the Medici . He is looking into

a danger might gather like a summer storm. things in these Asiatic waters . He has got a

For, here is a little nation wedged in be- fleet now , and can go about and fire salutes,

tween three great powers, either one of which , etc. , like other folks. He has begun to ask

if it should happen to roll over on her, would questions about Siam . The little kingdom has

crush her. She is a defenceless hare of the been one of the “ tribute-bearers " to the foot

meadow , between an eagle , a dragon , and a of the dragon throne . But the tribute has

lion . been neglected of late, and now China wants
On the South -east is France. She has to know why and wherefore. So she sent an

been swallowing up . CochinChina, in part. embassy to get particulars. The real reason

Appetite is not satisfied. Cambodia is in was that Siam had come to consider herself

danger, and Siam is more attractive than as big enough to be out of leading-strings , and

either. France desires to extend her influ- had become indifferent. But she did not dare

ence towards the valley kingdom , and in the It was safer to affirm that the tribute

valley kingdom ; and the Siamese have to keep had been sent, but its failure to arrive was due

their wits at work to avoid “ occasion , ” etc. to that uncertainty of commerce, “ the perils

France goes about with a chip on her shoulder, of navigation .”

and the consummation of Siamese diplomacy In itself the affair is of petty importance .

in that direction now is to jostle along quietly An adroit fib is made a solace to a little

and not knock off that chip . The Roman wounded pride, and that is the end of it . But
Catholics in Siam are under French protec- it is a straw which indicates a change of the

tion , and the zeal of French officials at times The north -west monsoon may be

for “ a pure faith ” becomes vigilant and as- setting in . That small issue may be the pre
sertive . So the Siamese have to be careful cursor of greater ones that cannot be fibbed

not to tread on the long gowns of the Vatican , out of court so readily . For China has, resident

which may conceal the long rapiers of French in Siam , some one million three hundred thou

generals . It is an egg- dance that is going sand of her subjects. In the past, she has

on , in which Siamese ministers of state are paid no attention to their welfare. She has

capering to the uncertain notes of a French fla- regarded them as a set of runaways , who de

say so.

monsoon .
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served nothing from the paternal govern- the bounds of possibility. China may have
ment at home. Of late , she has reversed her no such intentions as yet, but her intentions

policy. She is looking after the wanderers. grow out of circumstances. A boy with a

She is having consuls appointed in Singapore new pair of copper-toed boots is under modi

and Java and Manilla. It is not probable fied temptation to try them on some of his

Siam will be left out. If China should claim companions. A nation with a new navy may

the right of consular oversight ofall her sub- be easily led to ask hard questions of small

jects in Siam , the consequences cannot fail to sized neighbors.

bemomentous. Take one single item . The On theWestis England. - Her possessions

subjects of all powers not represented by have long bordered on Siam. Now that

treaty and by consuls are made to pay a cer. Upper Burma is annexed, the line of border

tain triennial capitation tax. In the case of is greatly extended. The lion's paw covers

the Chinese this amounts to about two dollars a deal of surface when it is opened out. But

per man, or more than two and a half million a full lion is a generous beast England does

dollars. There is nothing to prevent the not want Siamese territory. But England is

Chinese, some day, from demanding that their concerned as to who is her neighbor on that

people be put under consular representation. frontier. Certainly she does not wantto see

The payment of this vast sum might be sud- France moving in that direction. If Sir An.
denly abrogated. Whether that be so ornot, drew Clerke's railroad is a success, it will

indications point to the probability of China give English capitalists a vast interest in

having much more to say about Siamese Siam, which can be made to subserve both
affairs than she has had in the past. sides . It does not seem to us that Siam has

To all this possible occasion for Chinese really any thing to fear from England, and

complication is to be added the certain in- she may have much to hope for. Large Eng

crease of the Chinese portion of the population . lish interest in Siam may make England a

The large present population of the kingdom barrier to encroachment from the East. After
is of very mixed nationality. Siamese, all, the little kingdom may not have to make

Chinese, Malays , Laos, Shans, Peguans, and the choice at all ; but if she does,it may far best

Cambodians are all to be found . Pure Siam- suit her interests to be a protégee of Britain,

ese are not largely preponderant. They in- rather than a dependency ofFrance, or a

crease only by natural propagation , and not feudatory of China.

rapidly at that. Nor is the physical stamina The religious future of Siam is of more

of the race at all on the increase. They could importancethan its political future.

not carry on a heavy war. The Chinese mul- The people are Buddhists. “ The land is

tiply as rapidly as the Siamese. In abate. full of idols. ” In the capital city, Buddhist

ment it will be said the progeny of Chinese shrines and Buddhist temples are the first

naturally gravitate towards the Siamese side . and last objects that attract the eye of a

True to a certain extent, but the proportion of stranger. With their lofty glazed tile and gor

Chinese blood is still on the advance, and the geous roofs, they tower far above the cheap

drift is not always Siamese-ward in the end . dwellings of the common people. Into these

But, above all , the Chinese are being continu- temples the wealth of the metropolis is poured.

ally recruited with fresh blood from the more Here are enthroned their idols, – idols of

bracing climate of China. Ahead is the old stone, and idols of metal, and idols of clay ;

problem of Northern races against Southern , idols standing, idols sitting, and idols recum

- the sturdy visitor from the temperate zone bent. “ They worship the work of their own

against the supine dweller in the tropics . hands, that which their own fingers have

Emigrationto Siam is a fluctuating quan- made. ” The common man worships before

tity. It has its periods of lull, then it starts an idol made of gilded bricks and mortar ;

up with fresh vigor. It might take a fresh the king bows himself before his emerald

turn that way atany moment. Should a tide idol flashing with precious stones . " The

ever set in from the North, it might move mean man boweth down, and the great man

with the slowness , but it would also move humbleth himself." Images of Buddha all

with the force, of the glacier. A very little of them , with that same dull dead expression

active intermeddling of the Chinese Govern- of the everlasting torpor of Nigban that never
ment would make Siam become Chinese. In dreams of a resurrection. In the cloisters

this respect, the coming kings of Siam may of these temples, which are indeed vast mon

have as perplexing a problem to deal with as asteries as well, are quartered whole tribes

Pharaoh had. They will not try Pharaoh's of priests. In the early morning, these fel

mode of dealing with it, but they may resort lows are seen paddling their small boats on

to some one of the modern modes , only to the river and in the canals, getting their trib

find themselves too weak to carry it out. It ute of rice from the faithful. Or, if on shore,

is too near China. Of course, this is con- long files of them with their yellow robes and

jectural. It might be a long time yet before shaven pates (6 watermelon heads,” the Chi

such a thing would happen, but it is within nese call them), wind in and out the lanes of
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If we

own

the city with the invariable rice -pot swung tianity may assert itself; but that, too, would

over the shoulder, collecting donations of the require too much space of years .

best the houses afford , poured in upon them It is lamentable to recall how little has

by devotees who worship them as they pass . really been done by Christian missions in

This is one of the things that makeBuddh- Siam. It may be questioned if another coun

ism an especially wicked form of heathenism. try on the globe can be found where so much

Every one of these lazy priests exacts and has been expended, and so little is to show

receives for himself homage due only to the as the outcome. Some of the grandest of

Divine Being. Having, gathered their sup- Christian men and the most persevering of

plies, the priests spend their forenoons in Christian workers have expended their life

eating and drinking,and smoking. At certain blood on this people, only to find it like water

hours of the day they study their Pali sacred spilled on the ground. And the money

books, go through their daily stint of praying too-- it is depressing to think of it - Bibles
and vain repetition, and drone their dreary, and books and tracts by the ton have been
dismal odes in honor of Buddha. So passes scattered abroad with as little effect as at

away the time of the Bonze. One day is the tended the “ cart -loads of wholesome instruc

same as another . He has taken his airing ; tions ” dumped into Bunyan's Slough of

he has gently exercised his limbs ; he has Despond .

fanned his face, and his body, and his fore- It is sometimes thought we should not

legs ; he has eaten his rice; he has sucked allude to these things, lest the faith of the

bis oranges; he has sipped his tea ; he has friends of missions should faint because of

swallowed his bananas; he has gulped down the way. That is not the way to look at it .

his cocoanut-milk ; he has chewed his betel , We should face these things , whatever they
and filled his spittoon with the results thereof: are. We are in for the war. If we meet

he has smoked his cigars ; he has patted his with reverses, we want to know it .

well-filled stomach ; he has yawned and gaped ; have blundered , we should be ready to admit

he has stretched out his legs; he has looked it and go at it in a better way next time . The

out of the window ; he has lolled and Baptist friends of missions are not going to

lounged ; he has intoned his lessons and give up the campaign because some part of
droned his prayers ; and , as for the rest, he it has miscarried . As regards our

has slumbered, and slept, and slapped mos- Chinese work in Siam , we have really gained

quitoes . nothing in the past twenty years . Men have

It is said that the priests are not regarded come into the Church through hope of worldly

with the reverence they oncewere. If so, the help. When that failed them , then came

diminution is very small. The king and his declension . Since then we have been running

court and his people are still Buddhists dyed a graveyard. But the epidemic is over, the

in the wool, and are helped by such writers as dead are nearly all buried ; and if it so please

Henry Albestes and Edwin Arnold, and the God we will begin afresh and do better .

utterances of those who prate about esoteric But it is the Siamese population that we

Buddhism , a subject they know but little are now to ask about . Why has not more

about. If they would know what esoteric been accomplished among them ?

Buddhism is , let them live for a while in a The answer to this must be found largely,

Buddhist cloister. Certain it is , coming back as we think, in the frivolous character of the

to the point, that Buddhism has yet a powerful Siamese generally . They are a " take-it-as-it

hold on the entire nation , and must continue comes, go -easy," sort of people. Serious

to have for a long time to come unless some- ness is not one of the ingredients of their

thing unusual shall interfere . make-up . Their convictions do not seem to

But that “ something unusual” might inter- be deep . Superficiality and shallowness and

fere when not at all expected . fickleness are laid at their own doors by their

It might come from some providential own people, and so we outsiders may not be

source. It is written that the nation and charged with uncharitableness in repeating

kingdom that will not serve Him shall utterly the testimony. This kind of nature is poor

perish. Far be it from us to attempt to soil for such truths as require men to grapple

determine the movements of Providence, or vigorously with the problems of life , as does

to locate possible judgments. But the power Christianity. And besides all that, Buddhism

of Buddhism in Burma, after having long itself forms a kind of character that presents

hardened itself, has been suddenly humili- a great power of resistance to the Bible doc

ated in a way its devotees never dreamed trines of sin and salvation . In such a char

of. acter and such surroundings the Siamese do

It is possible , again , that the experience of not stand alone. The inhabitants of the trop

other peoples may be renewed in Siam , – that ics are many of them in the same category.

a period of scepticism about the national And yet we know none quite so bad as the

religion may slowly arise, bringing with it Siamese. For this reason such able, earnest,

chaos of belief, in the midst of which Chris- and faithful missionaries as Caswell and Jones
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and Bradley, and a dozen of others, have seem- sion - field. It has also its peculiar difficulties,

ingly toiled in vain. Yet workers of greater and some drawbacks , which are more seeming

consecration, and devotion of purpose, never than real . And yet, in our opinion , it is the

wrought in any field of the whole wide world . one great thing needed in Siam to -day ; and

But next we would venture a question in not in Siam only, but in many other of the

regard to mode of work . Our good and able mission - fields of ourselves and our neighbors.

brethren of other missions there have de- What we need is not more schools, but more

pended largely on the results of an educa- columns of assault ; not more educational

tional system. We have never been able to detours and flank movements , but more direct

share this confidence. We could not when charges . The children need long processes of

we lived among them in our early mission training ; the grown-up men and women can

days ; and still less can we do so now, after be dealt with at once, and they ought to
more than thirty years of observation as we be dealt with at once. The teaching arm of

noted the results of the work. We are not the service may be none too strong, but the

sent to raise up clerks and telegraph-operators, evangelizing arm , the real fighting arm , is aw

nor to teach young lads how to get larger fully weak , and nobody can deny it.

salaries because of their knowledge of Eng- The missions of the future will need more

lish . We do not help our work in that way. men with knapsacks, and not so many men

So we honestly believe. with camp-chests. It is our frank opinion,

It is the misfortune of those who think as for which we may be buffeted, that if the

does the writer, to be set down as opposing school system is relied upon, missions in Siam
schools. That is not so. We only insist will gain no more in the next twenty years

that schools be required to take their ap- than they have in the past twenty, relatively

propriate place . We would put the horse speaking. But if, while letting theschools
before the cart , and not the cart before the progress as they are doing, our Presbyterian

horse. Evangelise first, and educate after- brethren wouldsend out a staff of vehement
wards. street preachers, who, by the roadside and in

It is to be added further (in the opinion of the sala , would persistently preach Jesus and
the writer), that too often these schools be- the resurrection , death andeternal judgment,

come settled camps ; the army goes into bar- they would once more startle this people out

racks, and is in danger of perpetually becom- of their lethargy.

ing occupied with camp work, while field work That is just what the Siamese Buddhists

has to beput off. It will be said , these schools need , — somebody to keep onconfronting them

are military training -schools, and that, though as Elijah confronted the priests of Baal; to

the missionaries themselves do not do field. preach in the streets of the city, as Jonah

work, the young cadets will . But a fountain preached in the streets of Nineveh ; to tell

never rises higher than its source. If the them of the wrath to come, as John told men

missionaries do not do field -work , then neither in the wilderness of Judæa. The Siamese

will the pupils ever do it . To begin mission- have come to think missionary preaching a

work by starting a school for heathen boys sort of antiquated , died-out thing, — something

and girls, is too much like deciding to attack which had its time of newness, but is now

a place by siege approaches. The school is relegated to the moss-covered department of

necessary ; but let it follow with the supply- antiquities. So they have become callous.

train , behind the men of war who advance on Ordinary gentle, kindly-tongued talks won't

the enemy's lines. move them . They need very blunt speech,

It may seem absurd for the writer to be faithfully given, and plenty of it .

giving his opinion on Siamese matters , but That such will bring on a crisis, we fully

he is not so very ignorant of what he is talk- believe . Not only will the issue between God

ing about . During the sevenyears he lived and man be mademore apparent to them , but

there , he has been out with Dr. Lane or Mr. in connection with such fulness of speech the

Smith or Dr. Bradley, to hear their outside time will be hastened when God himself will

preaching ; he has heard them in the house act. In the ordainment of his providence, he

too ; and he is convinced they never struck would have people fully understand before

heavier blows than were some of those road- he acts . He sometimes has to wait on us,

side talks . Nay, more, he thinks they did because we have not properly conveyed our

their best work then . Somehow the arm message. Therefore, the sooner and the better

swings more freely than it does within four we do it, the sooner the way will be prepared

walls, and the thud of a truth sent home could for him to step in and force the issue.

be almost heard . He has seen even the friv- If any one thinks this is a reflection on

olous priests reel under the shock. our noble Presbyterian co-laborers, the writer

Most of the missionary force are engaged protests at once. There are as devoted, con.

in school work , and have no time for this , which, secrated men there now, moiling over this

after all , constitutes the real fighting on a mis- missionary problem, as ever entered Siam .
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They would lay down their lives to achieve a a question of method, in the right solution of

victory. No mean detraction is thought of. which they are as much interested as we are .

It is not a question of persons and persons , For the truth's sake each one allows the other

of Baptists and of Presbyterians. It is purely to speak frankly as well as kindly .

VISIT TO MOBYE AND KARENNI. - I.

REV. J. N. CUSHING, D.D., RANGOON, BURMA .

As the present orders of the English Gov- ancestor was Narapati, a younger son of

ernment not only prevent any attempt to Ougboung Khun Maing, who belonged to the

settle in the Shan country , but also prohibit Shan dynasty of Avan sovereigns, and ruled

travel , I was glad to avail myself of the some time before the succession of the House

opportunity of joining the military expedition of Alompia to the Burman throne. Through

of Col. Sartorius to Mobye and Karenni . the reading of Christian books , the Saubwa's

Dec. 6, 1887, I left Rangoon by railway for faith in Buddhism has been shaken . He was

Toungoo , and the next in company with Rev. very courteous during the three days of our

Dr. Bunker, began the journey over the Karen stay in his city. He voluntarily suggested

mountains to the Mobye principality. I met the opening of a school in Kongi, and offered

many pleasing evidences of the advance which his younger sons and his nephew , the Loilong

the Bghai Karen mission has made in the past Saubwa, a lad of twelve years, as pupils .
twenty years under the wise plans and ener- However, when, at Dr. Bunker's request, I

getic efforts of Dr. Bunker. Peace and unity asked him for a written permission, stamped

have taken the place of the sore divisions and with his seal , that the Karens tributary to

heart-burnings which attended Mrs. Mason's him might open schools in their villages , he

efforts to alienate the disciples from the Bap- declined to give the writing, although he ver

tist mission , while churches and schools have bally assured us that he was perfectly willing

been established in many new villages . that schools should be established . Evidently

Dec. 16, we arrived at Kongi City, which is some secret cause of fear moved him to refuse

the residence of the Mobye Saubwa, where the written permission. I am inclined to think

we were joined , a few hours later, by Col. that, being quite aware of the dislike which

Sartorius, who had left his camp at Nanta, and his two eldest sons the Kem Möng and

come on , with a small escort, to meet us . The the Naw Möng — feel toward Christianity,

Saubwa, aware of the approach of our party, he feared personal trouble should he give

despatched his Nah -kan -daw -gyi to salute us , a written permission .

and escort us to the zayats where we were to I found many of the people considerably

stay. Kongi is a small stockaded town, built well informed in regard to Christianity. They

in the hills which bound the western side of had gained their knowledge from Kam Sul ,

the Mobye plain, and is 1,500 feet above the a fellow - citizen , who, having become con

plain . It was founded by the present Saubwa vinced of the truth of the religion of Christ,

to escape the frequent raids of the Red went to Toungoo for baptism, and received

Karens, to which all places in the plain were the ordinance there in 1884. This man felt

liable . The place has not increased in size woe unto me " if he did not preach the

since I visited it twenty years ago. The gospel, and from the first was most earnest

Saubwa lives in a very plain style , and seems and constant in proclaiming it . His knowl

rather proud of his simple mode of life . His edge of the truth , his zeal in preaching it ,

residence is not distinguishable outwardly emphasized by his evident thorough convic

from the houses of well - to - do citizens. tion that there was no salvation outside of it ,

Within , the only sign of his high rank is a made themselves felt on the minds of many

dais surmounted by a white canopy . Not- of his fellow-townsmen, so that they ceased

withstanding the absence of princely pomp, to worship at the pagodas , or make offerings

the Saubwa has great pride in the ancient to the priests . We hoped that at last a real

royal blood which flows in his veins. His Shan evangelist had appeared, and that, when

a
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