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ARTICLES.

BACK IN CHINA.

REV. WILLIAM

BAck again to Swatow — back just in time
to see two members of the mission packing
their trunks to leave it.

This packing of missionary trunks to go
home, done as it is sometimes softly, in
solemnity and silence, and with tear-dimmed
eyes, as one would arrange the preliminaries
of a funeral, have in them something inex-
pressibly sad. True, then, there are all the
bright anticipations of home, — many a drink
out of the old well, ceaseless quaffs of fresh
mountain air, and a sight of the old hills and
valleys of other days; and yet what srue-
hearted missionary ever packed his home-
bound trunk without a solemn and sorrowful
heart?

This feature of trunk packing set my
thoughts running back over the list of changes
in this mission. It is now about thirty years
since Mr. Johnson and I did our first preach-
ing here. I made the preliminary visit, while
Mr. Johnson was at home for a change; then
I was taken ill, and reduced to a skeleton in
weight and appearance. He hurried back,
and I was packed off on shipboard; then he
came and began the station work here, giving
up the Hong Kong centre, where he had been
hitherto. Soon Mr. Sawtclle followed him,
but before a year he broke down, and had to
leave to return no more; then came Mr. Tel-
ford, but in a few months he followed Mr.
Sawtelle. Meanwhile I had returned to take
my share of responsibility. For several years
we worked on alone, then Mr. Johnson died.
He lies asleep in the little cemetery at Kak
Chieh, and again I was left alone. Then
Miss Fielde came up from Siam, and was fol-
lowed immediately after by Mr. Partridge:
then came Miss Norwood, and by and by Mr.
McKibben and Miss Thompson; and then
Mr. Ashmore, jun.,, and Miss Dr. Daniells;
and then Miss Buzzell; and then Miss Hess;
and then Mr. Foster; and now, last of all,
the new arrival, Mrs. Dr. Scott.

Mr. McKibben and Miss Thompson went
to America, and will return no more. After

ASHMORE, D.D.

nine years of a grand missionary service as
ever was rendered, the bright and cheery
Miss Norwood was married to Dr. Lyall of
the Swatow Mission hospital, and is doing as
good work there as she did with us. Miss Dr.
Daniells is a secretary for the Woman’s Soci-
ety of the West. Miss Buzzell has been
doing lofty home service in Oregon, and ex-
pects to come back next fall. Mr. Ashmore
would have returned the last fall if his physi-
cian had approved. He waits till another
fall. Meanwhile he is helping to stimulate
and instruct the young men in the West who
have the mission work in view. That is the
whole story, as far as names are concerned.
Of course 1 am speaking now of the Swatow
Mission proper. Our Hakka work is entitled
to distinct consideration.

To come now to a specific word about the
outgoing ones: AMiss Fielde is packed and all
ready to depart on the morrow. She came
out to the mission field about twenty-three
years ago, having laid down the headship of a
female seminary for that purpose. She came
to join a devoted young missionary to whom
she had been engaged, but on her arrival
found herself plunged in the shadow of a
tremendous grief. Weeks before, the young
brother had been laid to sleep beneath the
sods of the valley in Siam, while she was yet
tossing on the far-off billows of the ocean.
She decided to remain and take up work as
best she could; but Siam is not a good place
for work among Chinese women. When she
came to Swatow she found what she had
desired, —a vast and open field in which she
could reach the women of China. She began
and organized that splendid addition to the
main work, known as the Bible-women's work.
She picked out and trained a company of
them, and directed them with marvellous
grip. At the noted Shanghai Conference,
more than ten years ago, this work was a
theme of special admiration, and Miss Ficlde
was called upon to speak to the great assem-
bly on the subject. This is not all the work
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she has done. At home her powerful and
stimulating addresses have moved the hearts
of tens of thousands who have had the pleas-
ure of hearing her. But now she has to go.
The physician says she must no longer live
in a hot climate. Indeed, for the past two
years she has not been able to encounter that
roughness and hardship of country work
which once only put an edge on her splendid
powers of endurance. Rare powers of body,
mind, and heart have been laid by her, with
an unselfish devotion, on the altar of service
for the women of China. This is praise, it
will be said. I know it is; but 1 have been
so intimately associated with her in the trials
and details of mission work for so long a
time, that I know that it is praise well-
deserved.

Mr. Partridye is rapidly getting ready to
leave. With him, too, have 1 worked side by

e for sixteen years. He is a good and
true man, faithful, earnest, conscientious, and
devoted to his work. It has been a pleasure
to be associated with him. During this long
period, I cannot recall a single instance in
which we have had an unpleasant disagree-
ment. He has been unselfish, and free from
small ambitions. He has carried big loads,
and carried them without complaining ; which
is a great thing on a mission, where all
alike have to be staggering under burdens,
and where there is nothing more vexatious
than to have some one always repining and
talking about going home. During the past
two years Mr. Partridge has had to bear the
brunt of the work in the male department,
Mr. Foster being still engaged in the study
of the language. The wear and tear of this
Chinese work have told upon him. He ought
to have gone home a year ago, but there was
0o one to take his place. Then he planned
to go in the spring of 1890, but down hill he
went, and he decided not to be later than the
Ist of January; but down he went, lower and
lower still, till he became utterly prostrate,
and then he concluded he must pack up and
be off within a fortnight, and get out as soon
as possible to cold air and the open sea; and
50 boxes are being packed in one home, and
the melancholy sound of the auctioneer’s
hammer selling off household goods is heard
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in another. In a week more, possibly, the
Swatow Mission will be depleted of two life-
long workers. Mr. Partridge we hope will
soon be built up, and will return again to the
work; but Miss Fielde will take her leave
forever of these old granite hills, these cling-
ing Bible-women, and these crowded towns and
villages filled with their churchless multitudes.

Now all this does make one sad. Human
ties are of many kinds, but a peculiar tie is
that which binds together old co-laborers in a
work like this. Soldiers at home can under-
stand it. We three are the old missionaries
of this mission. We have been soldiers to-
gether; we have been in trouble together;
we have passed through deep waters together ;
we have been in the furnace together; we
have sympathized with each other in the
troublous times of the past, when the founda-
tions of the mission were still being laid, and
when the hardest fighting had to be done.
How the mandarins did hound our people in
those days! We were like Paul when he was
fighting wild beasts at Ephesus.

And now another break-up is at hand; one
sails eastward towards the rising sun, the other
westward towards the setting sun, bound for
the same home-land in the end, while, in the
providence of God, I, the oldest of them all,
am here to bid them both God-speed. And
a privilege it is to speak from the heart true
words of appreciation and regard. When a
faithful worker like Mr. Partridge breaks
down in the harness, it is but right that an old
comrade should claim a little freedom of
speech in words of cheer, wishing him speedy
recovery and a safe return; and when another
worker like Miss Fielde, with her unabated,
vigorous, and superb mental powers, is com-
pelled to retire from a field where, for Christ’s
sake, she has spent the flower of her life in
toiling for down-trodden Chinese women, it is
but right that an old co-laborer, who knows
most about the sacrifices she has made, should
be here to escort her tenderly out, and, being
just now a representative of the Executive
Committee, bid her adieu with something
more than a touch of the hat and an ordinary
wave of the hand. Good-by, old comrades
in the Lord’s field of strife, until the Lord
shall let us meet again.



1890.]

Missionary News. — Donations.

85

MISSIONARY NEWS.

GENERAL. — The Episcopal committee has
appropriated for foreign missions the coming year
$185,000. The Church Missionary Society at
one farewell service the past season sent forth
seventy-four missionaries to the missions in all parts
of the world. Of the more than 4,000 student
volunteers for missions now on the rolls, 1,000 are
women. 195 volunteers have already gone.
Mr. Reed of the School for Christian \Workers at
Springfield, Mass., has started a Christian Industrial
and Technological School to train missionaries in
the mechanical arts.

EUROPE. — Germany. —The religious sta-
tistics of Germany are: Evangelicals, including
members of the Lutheran, Reformed, and United
Churches, 29,369,847; Catholics. 16,785,734; other
Christians, including the United Brethren, Baptists,
Mennonites, Methodists, and other independent
churches, 125,673; Jews, 563,172; unclassified,
11,278. The Evangelicals and the Catholics have
increased at about the same rate since 1871, but the
“other” Christians, which includes the various
Protestant missions, have grown much faster in pro-
portion to the population, which is 46,855,704. Of
the 125,673 of the independent Christians, 20,990
are members of Baptist churches, making trom
50,000 to 70,000 Baptist adherents.

INDIA. —The efforts of the agents of the
Hindu Tract Society to counteract the preaching
of the missionaries by imitation of their methods,
have proceeded so far that they have taken to sing-
ing, and even fold their hands and offer prayer.

CHIN A. —The Presbyterian missions on For-
mosa are making great progress in self-support.
Recently one church agreed to help another to the
amount they were deticient on their pastor's salary,
rather than have them receive it from the mission-
aries. This so shamed the latter church, that they
made up the amount themselves. —— There is great
uneasiness in China on account of the disasters of
the last two years. The people think the young
Emperor is unlucky.

JAPAN. — The death of Rev. Joseph Neesima,
the founder and head of the doshisha, or college of
the American Board at Kyoto, Japan, is greatly to
be lamented. He had visited America several times.
—— In one church in Japan there are a jadge of
the supreme court,” professor in the imperial uni-
versity, three government secretaries, and members
of ten noble families.

AFRICA. — Eastern. — The Swedish Luther-
ans are proposing to establish a strong mission
among the Gallas. Menelik, the new King of
Abyssinia, is favorable to civilization and evangel-
ical Christianity. His predecessor expelled Protes-
tant missionaries, but now the country is reopened
for them. The committee appointed by the
Anti-slavery Conference at Brussels to report upon
the most available measures for the suppression of
the slave-trade has rejected the English proposals
for a maritime blockade of the East African coast,
and adopted those of the Belgian delegates. The
latter look to the extirpation of the evil in1ts places
of origin, by the organization of African territory
under European rule, the establishment of police-
stations at strategic points, and the institution of
steamboat service on the lakes and rivers, the open-
ing of railroads, and the prohibition of the import
of arms and ammunition. Northern.— The
sources of the Senegal are very mnear those of the
Niger, and by a short land transport these two rivers
afford a waterway far into the Soudan, without pass-
ing through the unhealthy regions of the Lower
Niger.

ISLANDS OF THE SEA.—The “Derby
Park,” from California to Sydney, was recently
wrecked on the Penrhyn Islands in the Pacific.
All on board might have escaped to the shore in
safety, but the captain fearing that the natives were
cannibals sent his wife in a boat to another island.
The boat was capsized by the waves, and she was
drowned. On going ashore the next morning, the
captain was greatly surprised to be met by the peo-
ple in a most friendly manner, and when the body
of his wife was washed ashore they gave it a Chris-
tian burial. The island is a station of the London
Missionary Society, and in a population of 373
there are 100 church members. Danger Island,
one of the Hervey group, is so isolated that few
vessels visit it; but in a population of 489 there are
240 church members. Mitiaro, with 223 people,
has 85 church members. Manke, with 430
people, has 165 church members.

THE gospel story has been put into
verse by a Siamese Christian of Bangkok.
The popular literature of Siam is written
in this form.

DONATIONS

RECEIVED IN JANUARY, 189o.

MAINE, $148.2a.

Corinna, Lizzie J. Young, s; South Paris, ch., 8.70;
Waterville, 1st ch., 1§7.19: Auburn, Miss Lizzie S. Thomas,
for Judson Memorial Chapel, Mandalay, care Rev. E. W.
Kelly, 1; Harpswell, Paul C. Alexander, 2.50; Lebanon

and North Berwick, ch., 4.53; Waterville, 1st S. S., 27.50;
North Berwick, ch., Miss. Star Band, for work of Rev.'S.
W. Hamblen, Japan, 12; Oakland, ch., 4: Skowhegan,
Bethany ch., 4.80; Jefferson, ist ch,, 11; Thomaston, Louisa
Stackpole, 10,
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belongs to my Lord, principal and all. Think of it, brethren! think of it, sisters! Would
it not be better to give the principal right to the Lord’s work ? It all belongs to him who has
given himself for us and redeemed us with his precious blood.”

THE CHIEF RELIGIONS of the world may be classified according to the number
of adherents as follows : Christianity, 450,000,000 ; Confucianism, 390,000,000 ; Hin-
duism, 190,000,000; Mohammedism, 18,000,0000; Fetishism, 150,000,000; Buddh-
ism, 100,000,000; Spirit worship, 50,000,000 ; Shintoism, 20,000,000 ; Jews, 8,000,000 :
Parsees, 1,000,000 ; Total, 1,449,000,000.

The following shows the distribution of missionaries in the chief missionary
fields: China has one ordained missionary to each 733,000 of population; Siam,
onejto each, 60o,000; Corea, one to each, 500,000; India, one to each, 350,000 ;
Africa, one to each, 300,000 ; Japan, one to each 215,000 ; Burma, one to each, 200,000.
Nearly all the missionaries in Africa are around the coast; in Central Africa and the
Soudan there is as yet only one missionary to each 5,000,000 people.

'RETALIATION, as between man and man, is contrary to the spirit of the gospel ; but
there seems to be something very like|it taught it Matt. vii. 2: ¢« With what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.” And again in Matt. vi. 15, where it says, “If ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” The truth
that God purposes to treat us as we treat others, is a stern teaching, and evidently
far too little considered. Yet there is no doctrine of Scripture which is more clearly
stated ; and it would be wise for all to bear it constantly in mind in their dealings
with their fellow men,

If this doctrine seems hard as presented in the above passages, it has a gentler
side as stated[in Luke vi. 37: ¢ Judge not, and ye shall not be judged; condemn
not, and ye shall not be condemned ; forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.” We may
therefore] be encouraged as we see that our heavenly Father not only purposes to
punish according to our evil treatment of his children, but to reward us if we treat
them well,

This truth has a very exact and forcible application to missionary work. God sent
his Son into the world to save them that should believe on him (John iii. 16); and
Christ, in leaving the world, committed his work unto his disciples (John xvii. 18),
and commanded them to ¢ preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark xvi. 15).
There is no escaping the conviction that those who have the gospel are under sacred
obligations to give it to those who have it not. Some can go, and all can give that
others may go. If any fail to do what they can to fulfil their duty to those who have
not received the gospel, according to the above passages will not God withhold from
them some gift of great value? On the other hand, those who give themselves or
their money for the work of sending the gospel to all nations, may surely claim the
promise in Luke vi. 38: ¢ Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you
again.”
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11. 70 push the work of missions, instead of letting them dawdle and drag, is attended
with a vast economy of men and means.

A man commenced building a house : he did a little, and then stopped for a year; then did
a little more, and stopped for two years; then worked another spell, and stopped for three years.
Each new beginning had to be preceded by a clearing away spell, and by repairing damages
by weather, and by getting new material to start afresh. By the time he got through, his
house had cost nearly twice as much as it would, if he had kept at it and followed it up.

An officer had at his command a thousand men. Infront of his advance stood an enemy's
camp. If he had marched against it with all his force at once, he could have routed it wita-
out the loss of a scorc of men; but he wanted to save expenses and practise economy, so he
sent only fifty. The enemy drove them back with slaughter. The officer sent fifty more;
these also were cut to pieces. Then he sent a third fifty, and the third fifty were cut to pieces.
So he kept on till his whole force was destroyed, and there remained the enemy’s camp intact
and safe as ever.

A man had a boat to be rowed up a stream a day’s journey. It was fitted for six oars,
which would have sent it flying. Six pairs of hands could have done it; but he did not wish
to employ so many men at once, so he got only one man, while he himself sat in the stera to
steer, tilling his body forward to help on. The one man rowed all day and blistered his
hands; night came on, and they tied up at the old post. The next day he had to hire a new
man, while he himself see-sawed in vain as before, and again a pair of blistered hands, and
again the old post. The third day it was the very same thing over. A week passed: six
men had blistered their hands, and the boat had not gained a furlong. 1If he had hired three
men af once, he would have been there before sundown of the first day.

Much the same kind of economy do we show in our missions. ¢ Inadequately manned” is
the cry that comes up from a dozen of them at this very time. There is a certain amount of
work which must be done in order to achieve mission success; yet we do some work and then
drop off. We let missions run down. We get the work started in a place, and it begins to
flourish and disciples come in, but the missionary breaks down and has to go home, and there
is nobody to take his place. For two and three years there is a gap, and then things go back.
We go ahead on another spurt with a new man, and in due time another long gap.

One who has not looked into it can hardly imagine what a difficult thing it is to get mission
work up again after it has been allowed to run down. It is hard to recover lost ground, and
sometimes it is never done. There are formatioa stages in young mission church life when
the converts should never be left alone. The twig gets a wrong bend, or the tree becomes
dwarfed. Taken altogether it would be a large aggregate of the hours of missionary life that
is spent in recovering from the condition of * no missionary,” and getting started anew. The
old paths have to bz cleared away of the weeds that have grown up, dzcayed rubbish has to
be removed, damages have to be repaired, old influences have to be again set in motion,
extinguished fires have to be rekindled, scattered converts have to be re-organized, and much
wearisome heart-sickening and utterly discouraging discipline has to be gone through with.

It would be easy to keep a mission on hand in this way for half a dozen gencrations, instead
of bringing it forward vigorously, by means of a sufficient force in one generation. In the
end the slow method consumes more men and more means than the prompt method. Slow and
dilatory campaigns in war destroy more soldicrs than a quick one ending in a battle. The
blame of backwardness may fall upon the missionaries whercas it really rests upon the adsence
of missionaries. The ¢ one man” is blistering his hands to no purpose in his end of the boat,
while we keep up the bodily exercise that profiteth little in the other end. Surely we can do
better if we will only be willing to look the whole thing honestly in the face and take the
dimensions of this great demand.
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Here, in this place where we are now writing, has a Presbyterian missionary given utterance
to similar sentiments in publi: print. He had been alone, and was forced to leave on account
of ill health. He had come back and had the promise of a helper to follow. And thus he
expresses himself in the last number of his missionary paper: «The work has undoubtedly
suffered in our absence. It would be to suppose a much more ideal state of affairs among those
but recently dug out of the mine of heathenism than exists in the average congregation at
home to expect anything else, under the circumstances in which they have DLeen placed. We
feel deeply thankful at the prospect of soon having another missionary, so that we may hope
that never again will these brethren be left without a ¢ shepherd and bishop’ to care for them,
instruct, direct, and encourage them until that shall come for which we are working — when
they shall have Chinese *bishops’ of their own.

111. A4 neglected half-manned mission allowed to run down is atlended with a vast loss
of moral power in the eyes of the heathen themselves.

Heathen largely form an opinion of us and our work by the vigor with which they see us
take hold of it. When we are able to take the field and keep it they look for consequences.
It is an army in the field and on the march that the defenders fear. When the army has to go
into garrison for lack of means, the defenders breathe freely. Multitudes d» not know what Chris-
tianity is. They judge of it by the intensity of the zeal we exhibit. And this conviction of
the heathen—a mixture of fear and apprehension and of enforced attention which makes them
watch our movements, one after another, to see what we will do next—is of the nature of a m0ra/
Jorce which is of untold value in our favor. This was seen in the case of the Midianites when
one soldier told another his dream. # This is nothing else than the sword of Gideon.” It was
seen when Rahab said, “Your terror is fallen upon wus.” It was not a slceping
post in camp but a moving column of men that those nations feared. We remember
the time forty years ago when the prime minister of Siam told Dr. Jones that he could see that
Christianity could not take his country. He based his opinion on the weakness of the missionary
movement he saw going on before his eyes. It is right to count in this kind of moral force
and to take advantage of it, for there is plenty of the same thing in the Bible.

But, alas, when we fail to follow up our advantage and have to draw back within ourlines,
trying simply to “ hold on to what we have got” because we lack help, then our weakness
becomes impressive to the heathen. Itis a worse thing than you can dream of when we are
in danger of being classified with the fossilized “old religions " of the land. Brahmanism is
such an “old religion;” Mohammedanism is such; Buddhism is such. They have ceased to
push ; they are simply holding their own, and Christianity in their eyes may become an
s old teaching” with its own dilapidated stockade and weather warped gates ¢ the same as
our own.”

Aye, and there on the old rampart paces the one solitary sentry that we have seen there
ever since we were children, forty years ago. He was young then and thought he was going
to take the country, and was enthusiastic, and talked big about the backing up he had at
home, but now he is gray-headed and stoop-shouldered, and has sobered down, and don't
talk so much about his reinforcements. Aha! what have we to fear from that kind of war-
fare on our faith ?

The way to prevent such talk is to keep our mission on a *war footing " and not on a
“ peace footing,” for the time of peace is not yet. To retain its moral power missionary
Christianity must be, I would almost say, fiercely aggressive and continuously so. Then we
will be in no danger of being numbered with the decrepit faiths of the land which have
ceased to attract attention.

IV. Then in rapid and pushing missions over slow and lagging oncs there is a mul-
tiplication of capitalized spiritual resulls tohelp on to the great consummation we are aiming at.
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Voted, to appoint the following brethren as a committee to nominate officers for the
ensuing year: — .

Rev. Wayland Hoyt, D.D., Rev. H. F. Colby, D.D., Rev. T. E. Vassar, D.D., Rev. W. N.
Clarke, D.D., Mr. B. F. Jacobs.

Rev. William Ashmore, D.D., the Home Secretary, having resigned, a copy of his
resignation, presented to the Executive Committee, was received and read.

Voted, That it be spread on our records and published in the minutes, together with an
expression of appreciation of, and gratitude for, his faithful and efficient services.

The following is Dr. Ashmore's letter of resignation: —

SwaTtow, CHINA, March 21, 1890,
To THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Dear Brethren, — In October last I presented to you my resignation of the office of
Home Secretary, with a view to a return to the foreign field, in which I believed I could not
only render better service to missions, but be more helpful to the Union at large.

It transpired at the time that there was some special work abroad that could be done for
you by some one commissioned to represent you. 1 was grateful for the confidence shown
towards me when it was suggested that [ might be your representative to bear your greetings
to the brethren and confer with them. In view of this fact, and in order to greater efficiency
in the discharge of the duty, it was thought that the resignation had better be withdrawn, and
thus I could go forth as your accredited representative. Accordingly this was done, with the
full understanding, on my part, of renewing the resignation when the special work should be
over. 1 felt satisfied with this course, because I left behind me the understanding that, if the
exigencies of the home work should require it, the office should be flled with some one else,
without waiting for the completion of the visits to India and Siam I was expecting to make.

After a round of about ten thousand miles I am now back to Swatow. The principal
matters of my journey have already been forwarded to you, together with things of importance
which impressed me in Burma, which I visited on my own account. Some special presenta-
tions on particular points can follow after more mature deliberation.

And now it only remains for me to place fully and finally in your hands this my letter of
resignation of the office of Home Secretary of the Missionary Union. From this date I shall
consider myself your servant ¥ general and missionary at large; only too happy to do what
may be put upon me, or my hands find to do.

This trust came originally from yourselves, but it has since come also from the Board of
Managers. On this account it would be grateful to me if you would send a copy of this paper
to the Secretary of the Board. ’

I acknowledge the uniform courtesy and kindness received from associated officers at the
rooms. In the burdens and responsibilities borne by them, I have learned how deeply they
are entitled to the warmest sympathy of the hearts of us all.

To the Executive Committee 1 am profoundly grateful for the cordial response and steady
support [ have received without fail from them in every measure and every suggestion that 1
had occasion to lay before them. Your indulgence has touched me tenderly.

To the Board of Managers I am deeply indebted for their confidence, which I have tried my
best to deserve. The honor they put upon me, and the way they confided in me, will be a
stimulus to higher and more constant endeavor to the rest of my days.

Some of those measures in which I have been specially interested are before you, such as the
most appropriate sphere of District Secretary work, the weekly lay-by offering, the relation of
our sisters’ work to the general work, the right of our auxiliaries to an existence of their own
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without a constrained dependence upon others: these are still vital questions, upon which,
together with new ones both at home and abroad now forcing themselves to the front, the
future well-being of our foreign missions depend.

Rejoicing that my official relation with you alone is terminated, and that I can still be in
sympathetic connection with you, and be yours to command, I remain,

Your servant in the Lord,
WILLIAM ASHMORE.

The recorded expressions of the Executive Committee, of the highest consideration
for Dr. Ashmore’s great ability and high character, and a sincere appreciation of the
services which he has rendered to the cause of missions in the home department, are
fully endorsed by the Board of Managers.

The Board also recognize with admiration the devoted and heroic spirit which
leads Dr. Ashmore to resume his work in China, where he has rendered such efficient
service for more than a third of a century.

A communication from Dr. Murdock, Corresponding Secretary, was read, and
ordered placed on file.

The committee appointed a year ago to take into consideration the whole subject
of secretaries and the cultivation of the home field, made their report through the
chairman, Dr. Colby.

Voted, to consider, first, that part of the report which relates to the Foreign Secretary, the
Rev. Dr. Murdock, and after careful consideration it was unanimously adopted, as follows: —

«In view of the fact that the honored Secretary of the Missionary Union, Rev. J. N.
Murdock, D.D., after almost thirty years of able and consecrated labor, has signified to this
Board his purpose to retire from his office ¢ on attaining the allotment of human life mentioned
by the Psalmist,” and has stated that he would * gladly be relieved of its exacting duties,’ your
Committee feel that he should receive from this Board strong assurances of their high appre-
ciation and fraternal regard, and that he should heartily be elected and urged to one more
year's service at the post he has filled so well.

« Your Committee recommend that when, a year from this time, he shall lay down the duties
of the secretaryship, he be appointed Honorary Secretary of the American Baptist Missionary
Union, and that his name be so printed in the list of officers during the rest of his life; that
he be requested to devote a portion of his time, after his retirement, to the preparation of the
history of our missions, for which he has long been collecting materials, and for the skilful
arrangement and presentation of which his pen is so well qualified; also, that a committee be
appointed by this Board at this meeting, which shall present to the Union at its anuniversary
next year suitable resolutions in regard to the service he has rendered. May the years be
many in which we shall continue as a denomination to have the benefit of his large attain-
ments, ripe experience, and noble Christian presence.” '

The Committee on Nominations made a report, in part, and in accordance with
that report the following officers were elected by ballot : —

Rev. EDWARD Jupsox, D.D., Chairman.
Rev. M. H. Bixsy, D.D., Recording Secretary.

EXEcCuTIVE COMMITTEE.
Ministers.
Rev. A. J. Gorpox, D.D. Rev. W. S. Apsey, D.D.
Rev. R. J. Apaws, D.D. Rev. J. B. THoMaAs, D.D.
Rev. W. T. CHASE, D.D.



SEVENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT.

HOME DEPARTMENT.

THE Executive Committee of the Missionary Union submit another Annual Report,
with peculiar thankfulness for special blessings during the year.

The last few years have witnessed a large advance in nearly all departments of the
Society’s work, which has involved a greatly increased annual expenditure. The
report for 1889 showed appropriations amounting to $406,568.33, which was nearly
$16,000 more than those of any previous year of the Society’s history. Last year the
total amount of the appropriations was $440,556.57, which is an advance of $33,988.-
24 over the previous year. The receipts of the treasury for current expenses have,
however, been $440,788.07, fully covering the very large expenditures, and reducing
the debt of the previous year by $231.50, leaving it at $7,942.06. The Committee
congratulate the Union on the encouraging fact that an advance of nearly $50,000 in
the annual expenditures within the last two years has this year been fully provided
for without the aid of urgent or unusual appeals. It indicates that the permanent
income of the Society has received a large increase, which, it would appear, may be
relied on to still further advance in the future.

This gratifying feature of the Society’s work may be ascribed chiefly to the growth
of missionary interest in the churches. Many things indicate that the work of
preaching the gospel to every creature has a stronger hold on the Christian public
than ever before, and is rapidly assuming its true place as the great work of the
Christian Church. In addition to this, it is believed that proper ideas of the duty
of proportionate and systematic giving are gaining ground among Christians, to the
great benefit of church work, as well as of missionary operations. The Committee
will continue to urge the duty of regular giving, according to ability, on the constitu-
ency of the Society.

ORGANIZATION.

The Executive Committee was organized May 27, 1889, by the re-election of Rev.
A. J. Gordon, D.D., as Chairman, and Rev. E. F. Merriam as Recording Secretary.
All the members elected at the last Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers
have continued their services through the year. The Committee has held thirty
meetings.

THE HOME SECRETARY.

Rev. William Ashmore, D.D., the Corresponding Secretary of the Society for the
home department, presented his resignation to the Committee Sept. 30, 1889, giving
as a reason for the step his desire to return to the missionary work in China, which
greatly needed his services. The Committee adopted resolutions expressing their
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high appreciation of Dr. Ashmore’s services, voted to lay the resignation on the table,
and requested Dr. Ashmore to withdraw it. Dr. Ashmore sailed for China in October.
At the request of the Committee he has visited the Telugu Mission in India, to confer
with the missionaries there, who had requested the presence of a representative from
America. He was also requested to give attention to certain important interests of
the Union in Siam, and to confer with the missionaries in Japan in regard to the
enlargement of the missions in that country, and the proper distribution of the
laborers. After the completion of these special services, which it was thought he
could perform more effectively in his capacity as a secretary of the Union, and
which he has completed to the perfect satisfaction of the Committee, Dr. Ashmore
felt constrained to renew his resignation, which he wished to be regarded as definitive.
There seemed to be no reason for further delay in yielding to his wishes, and with
expressions of the highest consideration for his great ability and high character, and
with sincere appreciation for the service he has rendered to the cause of missions in
the home department, the Committee accepted his resignation. The natural regret
which must be felt for his loss in the home field is compensated by the assurance
that his labors and his energies will be devoted to the work in which he has so long
borne a conspicuous part, and in which he has achieved such large success.

THE WOMAN'S SOCIETIES.

During the year, the relations of the Union with the Woman’s Missionary Societies
have been somewhat readjusted, in a manner which will promote a better understand-
ing and a closer and more efiective co-operation. The Woman's Society of California
has undertaken the support of a family at Swatow, China, and the women in all parts
of the country have manifested a willingness to labor in collecting funds for the
general purposes of the Union, in addition to their work for their own societies.
This has been brought about largely by the personal efforts of she Home Secretary.

THE COLORED BAPTISTS.

The Committee has been for several years in negotiation with the General Con-
vention for Foreign Missions of the colored Baptists, in reference to co-operation with
the Missionary Union. An invitation was extended to the Convention to engage
with the Union in mission work in Africa, on a basis which, it was believed, would
promote the effectiveness of their work, and be of benefit to them, as well as to the
people of Africa. After full consideration, the Convention, at the meeting in Indian-
apolis in September last, declined to co-operate with the Missionary Union. The
‘General Association of the Baptists in the Western States and Territories continues
to work with the Union in supporting two missionaries on the Congo.

THE MISSOURI BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

In October, 1839, a communication was received from the Missouri Baptist Asso-
ciation, stating that a Board of Home and Foreign Missions had been formed for the
purpose of collecting funds in the State for all missionary purposes, and that all
societies had been requested to withdraw their collecting agencies from the State.
Much pressure was brought upon the Committee to induce them to coincide in this
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goon English Church to all departments of the missions in Burma call for the liveliest
interest in its welfare on the part of all supporters of the missions.

The missionary work during the year has been marked by a steady advance,
especially in the interest of the Burmans in Christianity, and in the increase of self-
support and self-dependence among the Karens. The growth in these respects in
all the missions in Burma has been very gratifying. The details of the work will be
found in the following reports from the missionaries : —

TAVOY.

BURMAN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. E. TRIBOLET and wife.
KAREN DEPARTMENT.— Rev. H. MORROW and wife.

Burman Depariment.

Mr. Tribolet has secured a fine locatian for his work in the city of Tavoy, and has
been working vigorously among the Burmans in the country. As the field has been
so much neglected in the past, he finds the people very indifferent to the gospel
message. He complains that they are neither cold nor hot, and almost longs for
some opposition rather than their lazy and impregnable indifference; He expresses
his determination to persevere, and is confident that the Lord has some people
among the Burmans of Tavoy.

Karen Department.

Mr. Morrow returned to the field after a short stay in America, on account of occur-
rences which seemed to demand his presence. He reports: —

We reached Tavoy May 15, after a tedious journey, during the latter part of which we suf-
fered a good deal from the intense heat at that season. The school had commenced before
our arrival, under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Tribolet. They had also done much other work
in our department, as well as their own, but a great deal remained for us. Our field had
passed through severe trials during our absence, and the work of setting in order was no easy
task, and told considerably on our health, which our too brief furlough had not well recruited.

The school only nambered fifty, but good work was done. Our older pupils took the place
of assistants, and did excellent service. As usual, we paid little attention to preparation for
government examination, and none at all when our time for Bible study and the religious
instruction of the pupils would thereby be diminished. The object of our school in town
is to lead those unconverted when they come to us to Christ, to strengthen the love and faith
of those who own his name, and to train all for positions of usefulness among their people,
Those who have the advantages of such a school are sure to be regarded as leaders, and are
to exert an influence in some direction. We aim to have it work in the line of the moral and
spiritual regeneration of these people.

Of the work among the people in the jungle little can be said that is encouraging. The
churches do little to diffuse light among the heathen, but in many cases quite the contrary.
The pastors are busied trying to keep their flocks from straying, and often have but very par-
tial success. This vacation we have sent out three of our best young men of the school to
assist the pastors, and teach them the way more perfectly. Whatever can be done among
other peoples without schools, among Karens they are of the first importance.

We have yet done little towards teaching better methods of agriculture beyond instructing
our pupils on our small model farm here in town. We hope to advance the coming year.

In the mean time the aid we received from friends at home is deposited in a bank in Rangoon.
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Two churches have entirely disbanded the past yecar, the members wandering so far apart that
they could no longer meet for worship. On account of the great influx of natives of India,
who are rapidly taking up land, the Karens must settle down to permanent cultivation or suf-
fer the fate of all wild ‘ribes, — extermination. There are now more peeple from Hindustan
in Burma than the aggregate of all the Karen tribes.

MOULMEIN.
BURMAN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. E. O. STEVENs and wife, Miss S. E. HASWELL, Miss S. B. BARROWS,
Miss AGNFs WHITEHEAD. In America, Mrs. L. M. HASWELL, Miss MARTHA SHELDON.
KAREN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. J. L. BULKLEY and wife, Mrs. C. H. R. ELwELL, Miss E. J. TayLoR.
Miss NaoMI GARTON in America.

TeLUGUS AND TAMILS, AND ENGLISH CHURCH. — Rev. W. F. ARMSTRONG. Mrs. ARMSTRONG in
England. .

EuURrAsiAN HoOME. — Miss SARAH R. SLATER.

MEeDICAL WORK. — Miss E. E. MiTcHELL, M.D,, in America.

Burman Decpartmicnt.

Mr. Turner returned to America early in the year, and Mr. Stevens only reached
Moulmein Dec. 23, 1839, and was able to send no report of the work, which, however,
has gone on as usual during the year, except for the presence of a missionary. Mr.
Stevens sends the statistics, and finds much to encourage him for the future.

Miss Haswell continues to labor in a part of the Moulmein field, living at Amherst,
about which so many sacred memories are gathered. She finds some encouragement
in the work among the Burmans, and also among the English-speaking people of the
town. :

Miss Barrows has returned from Rangoon, and resumed charge of the Burman
boys’ school, in which she has been eminently useful in past years. Miss Whitenead
continues to successfully conduct the Morton Lane girls’ school.

Mr. Bulkley writes : — Karen Dcpartment.

We have great reason to praise God for good health, among multitudes of other blessings,
all undeserved, showered upon us during the year 1839.

The churches have also been blessed in almost every respect. The statistics for the
year show an increase over last year in the number of baptisms, restorations, contributions, and
every thing good ; while a corresponding decrease in deaths, exclusions, and everything unpleas-
ant is also shown in every item. Nothing very great, but enough to make us feel that the
Lord has moved among us in his great loving kindness during the year.

The jungle schools are doing well. They are not helped by one cent from America.
We have some of these schools established in heather. villages, as well as in the Christian vil-
lages. There is a growing enthusiasm for education. Some of the schools open at day-light.
have only short recesses during the day, and have lamp-light sessions in the evenings. They
open with devotional exercises, study the Bible one hour in the morning, and close at night
with devotional exercises. Some of them, however, must be continually exhorted to keep the
Bible from being crowded out by the study of English, arithmetic, etc.

The city school is reported by Miss Taylor, who, while a new arrival, has worked indefatiga-
bly in the peculiarly trying position of taking full charge of the school.

Mrs. Elwell has been with us but a short time; but her knowledge of the Pwo Karen
language, her cheerfulness and zeal, have been inspiring.
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No. of baptized in 1879, 361 ; in 1889, 404 : increase of 12 per cent.
No. of schools in 1879, 43; in 1889, 78 : increase of 8o per cent.
No. of pupils in schools in 1879, 1,294 ; in 1839, 2,393 : increase of 8o per cent.

The increase in the number of churches and increase in membership, thirty-one per cent in
each case, does not accrue from immigration of Christians from other districts or associations,
as there is very little of such migration from one district to another, but it represents a healthy,
normal growth within the %eld.

Discipline among the churches, in the main, is not difficult. One great help in this line is
the close bond between the different churches of the association; and in the case of difficult
matters, help is asked forand rendered by pastors and brethrengf sister churches. 1f a church
remains long without a pastor, the association usually sends a committee to visit them, to urge
their settling a pastor, and to aid in his selection if necessary. Total abstinance is obligatory
in becoming a member of the church, and any violation of it is usually promptly acted upon
Ry the church.

EDUCATION.

The advance in education among the people during the ten years has been rather in primary
than in higher education. As a people, they have not as yet advanced far enough to value
higher education for itself, but only as a means to a temporary end. In all these schools.
town or district, each pupil receives daily an hour of Bible study. Thus, with enlargement of
capacity and intelligence, they are insuring enlargement of heart and character upon a Biblical
foundation. The endowment of the town school has now exceeded seventy-five thousand
rupees (say twenty-six thousand dollars), wholly from Karen contributions, and I hope to have
it reach one hundred thousand before the next two years are past. During the last year, it
registered over four hundred pupils, mostly boarders; and of the school, as a whole, the director
of public instruction says, * The success of the school is creditable alike to teachers and pupils:
but more than this, an institution of this kind must be judged by something more than the
results of examinations. It is exerting an influence over a large community that is of the
highest benefit to the country. The Karens have been taught to help themselves and to man-
age their own affairs, to deny themselves for the good of their race, and to grudge no effort
or expense in order to give their children the opportunity of getting a good education and a
sound, moral, religious training. Every department — and they are many and varied —is in
a state of thorough efficiency.”” The Karen trustees of the school insist that no fees shall be
levied, or charge be made for board, lest some young man or woman might wish an education,
yet not being able to pay the charges, so remain ignorant. Except the small and decreasing
amounts of grants-in-aid from government, the churches carry the whole burden of expenditure.
No more devoted or far-seeing Christian men can be found in any country than some of the Karen
pastors who compose the body of trustees of the institution. Notwithstanding changes in mis-
sionaries, they have heroically held on steadfastly in their purpose to advance the kingdom of
God, here and elsewhere, where they have sent their representatives. Like the sturdy religion
of the pioneers in New England, theirs was strengthened in early days by the winds of persecu-
tion, through the intolerance of their Burman rulers. Only a few of these early pioneers are
still with us, but they are noble examples of energetic and persevering faith.

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

The system of raising money for church and educational expenditure, though not wholly
peculiar to our district, yet is worthy of remark, as well as of imitation in our home churches.
Contribution boxes here are the exception. Pews are not rented, nor even is the pastor's
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salary dependent upon a “ donation” or fancy fair. On the contrary, all the common items
of expenditure — education in town, general educational endowment, home missions, and
foreign missions — are provided for annually, at time of association, by voluntary self-assess-
ment. Thus the things ¢ not belonging to Casar " are no more left to hap-hazard or temporary
emotion, as the result of some special sermon or appeal, than the expenditures in the kingdom
“belonging to Casar.” For instance, from careful estimates of what are needed for missions
or other work for the ensuing year, it is found that there is needed an expenditure equal to a
certain number of rupees for each member of the association : e.g. town school, one rupee per
member ; home missions, eight annas; and other objects accordingly; and then, after ample
discussion, the association votes to raise these amounts, usually doubling the pro rata
assessment, to provide for delinquencies and contingent disasters, as short crops or other.
These pro rata assessments, though counted at so much per individual member, yet in fact are
carried out as so much per church, according to the membership; so the amount falling to
each church can be raised, there falling to each individual more or less, according to several
ability. The results are almost as certain and unvarying as in the income of a well-ordered
governmental system. With this system of voluntary assessment, as associations, I do not
know of a case having occurred, during the history of this mission, in which a work, either in
line of education or evangelization, has been adequately laid before them and pressed home
to their consciences, when it has not been provided for.
L ]
PASTOR’S % SUMMER SCHOOL.”

At the associational meeting, the pastors decided to spend a month in town together during
the rainy season, the time to be wholly given to Bible study; a sort of a ¢“summer school”
for the whole body of pastors. We hope that it may prove inspiring and profitable, and that
the churches may be refreshed in consequence. With a very meagre literature and with
very limited habits of study, they have usually but little that is stimulating to fresh thought in
their preparation for preaching, although their correct views of scripture teaching, in general,
is remarkable. This soundness in doctrine also shows how thoroughly the doctrinal founda-
tions were laid by Mr. Abbott in the early days of the mission.

WORK AMONG THE HEATHEN.

The work among the heathen in this district at present has some hopeful features. One
village which has been for years indifferent to the preaching of the gospel, has now, on their
own responsibility, called one of our Christian young men to start an English school there.
They do not want the gospel, but an English education for their children. The teacher
introduces the daily study of the Bible, teaches them the singing of Christian hymns, of which
they are very fond, and conducts regular worship among them. Thus we hope for good as
the outcome, for the children at least, and possibly for their parents also.

The greater part of the remaining Sgau heathen are Buddhists, as obdurate, or perhaps
more so, than the Burman Buddhists themselves; and some of them can not, or will not, use
their mother tongue longer, but have adopted both Burmese customs and language.

Some of the pastors are now devising further plans for the exploring of the regions beyond,
to the north-east of Burma, to find more Karens to whom to preach the gospel. These plans
are, no doubt, in part actuated by the hope of finding a « Karen country,” or larger bodies of
Karens than we think exist; yet out of one such expedition sprang the Karen Association in
Siam, and still further blessings may yet result from these plans. They sent one such expe-
dition during the last year, but two of the three sent were obliged, on account of malignant
attacks of jungle fever, to return, with but little additional knowledge of the country. British






