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14 The Hill Tribes of South-Eastern Asia.

was the only Biblical one. There was no oppo-
sition. When I showed them that two or
three drops of water on the forehead were the
image of a few drops of the Spirit's baptism,
while we should plunge in its fulness, they
were all of my mind. I had a deacon’s meet-
ing afterwards; they all asked to be immersed.
There is one who no doubt will oppose, but he
was not present then. In a fortnight we shall
have a new meeting of deacons, to take unani-
mously a definite decision. Meanwhile, I am
authorized to have a baptistery made. Could
you not get us some money for that purpose?

[January,

Of course I cannot
I have

This people are very poor.
ask help from our own Free churches.
already met with their opposition.”

I just hear of a revival in our churches in the
North. Pastor Hugon is having many converts.
One of the lady workers of the McAll Mission,
who had hitherto been a bitter foe of the Bap-
tists, has been baptized this week by our
friend, Colonel Paschkoff of Russia. Colonel
Paschkoff is in full sympathy with us. Glory
be to God! His truth, His whole truth, will
have the victory!

THE HILL TRIBES OF SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA.
REV. ALONZO BUNKER, D.D., TOUNGOO, BURMA.

THE remarkable success of Christian mis-
sions among the Karens of Burma calls the
attention of Christian workers to the hill
tribes of South-eastern Asia.

In a study of the map of Asia we find that
the country between the Ganges and Cambodia
rivers is cut up into alternate valleys and
mountain ranges, running north and south,
taking their rise in the Himalaya mountains.
This is especially true of Burma and the Laos
country. The valleys are occupied by the
more civilized races, while the hills are inhab-
ited by a people divided into many tribes and
clans, quite unlike the people of the plains in
manners, and customs, language, and physical
characteristics. These clans have many names
and a great diversity of dialects, which dialects
take their peculiarities from the dominant races
in the plains near which they lie, How far they
can be traced to one general source, or from
how many parent languages these dialects have
risen, are questions yet to be solved. It is
increasingly manifest, however, that most of
these hill tribes are allied in certain general
characteristics which show very clearly that
they have had a common origin. In a study
of Dalton’s Ethnology of the hill tribes of
India one is forcibly struck with the likeness
in the manners, customs, and physical traits of
one clan to others, and also to the hill tribes
of Burma. The Karens of Lower Burma, the
Chins and Kachins of Upper Burma; the
Garos, Nagas, and allied tribes of Assam have
many characteristics in common, which would
indicate a near parentage. The account of the
French expedition under Carne, up the Meinam

river several years ago, frequently mentions
the hill tribes on that river, and, so far as
descriptions of these tribes are given, mark
them of the same family as the above-named.
All descriptions of the Paloungs and Toung-
thoos of Shan-Land also indicate them to
belong to the hill people already mentioned.
No estimation has ever been attempted of the
number of these hill men of South-eastern
Asia, but they undoubtedly aggregate millions
of souls. The census of 1881 puts the num-
ber in Lower Burma alone at about 700,000.
As a rule the hill men are short, thick-set,
and physically well developed. They are
manly in bearing, independent, and brave in
war when well led. None have written lan-
guages of their own, but all have many tradi-
tions handed down from father to son, from
ancient days, which, so far as collated, show a
remarkable resemblance among the tribes.

None of the hill tribes in their natural state -

are idolaters. They are worshippers of evil
spirits and their worship is entirely propitia-
tory. Some tribes have obscure traditions of
one great, all-wise, and all-powerful, and benev-
olent being, who is kind to his creatures, and
so they do not feel it necessary to worship
him. They are teachable, hospitable, easily
attached by kindness, and when once mentally
aroused by the Gospel are most anxious for
an education. They are peculiarly susceptible
to religious truth, and when once it is accepted
it is held with the faith of a child. They are
also zealous in the propagation of their faith
among their neighbors.

Wherever the Gospel has been proclaimed
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among them faithfully it has taken speedy root.
In Lower Burma there are at this date nearly
30,000 baptized adults gathered into schools,
lower and higher, most of them supported by
themselves, also into well-organized churches,
with their Associations and a Convention of all
the Associations conducting foreign mission-
ary work, 1n which these hill men are eagerly
engaged. They have one weekly and three
monthly papers in their own language, together
with the Bible and many books, religious and
secular. In short, a people who were once
“no people” have within about fifty years
advanced from their obscurity to a recognized
position among the peoples of the earth, with
all the machinery of civilization and Chris-
tianity in active operation among them. Their
self-help is a marked feature of their new
condition. Earnestness in their efforts to push
forward education and civilization among
themselves is very promising for future
advancement.

Wherever missions have been planted among
the hill men the same readiness to accept the
Gospel and to teach it to others has been
manifested. In all cases they far surpass the
idolaters of the plains in their acceptance of
Christ.

The taking of the kingdom of Thibaw by
the English, with subsequent operations in
Burma, has greatly facilitated missionary oper-
ations among the hill men. New tribes and
clans have been brought to notice and prepared
for the teacher. These opportunities should
not be neglected; they promise great results
for the honor of Christ. Past successes give
an earnest for future progress among them. It
is, however, a sad fact, to say nothing about new
fields, that old fields among these interesting
tribes have not been fully occupied. New
fields of promise, however, are opened every
year.

The operations of the English troops among
the Chin hills of Western Burma during 18go,
have brought to notice several large tribes
ready for missionary work.

A missionary should be located as speedily as
possible among the Hakka people, in the Chin
hillsabove named. Here a military station has
been formed and aroad connecting with Manda-
lay has been opened. The country has been
described as cool and healthy. Other expedi-
tions also report the opening of several other
tribes in western and northern Burma, all

The Hill Tribes of
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showing the same interesting characteristics as
already mentioned as belonging to the hill
men, especially inviting to the missionary
worker. The Toungthoos, intimately allied to
the Karens of Burma in traditions, manners,
and customs, also the Paloungs, should not be
forgotten in this account. The latter have
been good hearers of the Word whenever
brought into contact with the truth.

It is thought by the compilers of the last
census of Burma that the home of the Karens
is to be found among the Miautse of western
China. The Rev. 'Mr. Stevens of the China
Inland Mission reports certain hill men in
western China, east and south-east of Bhamo,
as greatly resembling the Karens of Burma.
If it be true, then, that the cradle of the Karens
is to be found among the Miautse of China,
how important is our work at Bhamo among
the Kachin hills! In view of past successes
in Lower Burma we cannot push our work
among that people, and through them to the
hill tribes beyond, too eagerly.

When we consider the great reluctance of
the idolaters of the plains, throughout southern
Asia, to accept Christ as their King, and the
readiness with which these hill men accept the
Gospel, does not the finger of Providence
point to the hills? At least, the hill tribes
should not be neglected or regarded of minor
importance because they are thought to be
less numerous than the inhabitants of the
plains. Considered in detachments they
appear of much less importance than their
neighbors ; but taken in the aggregate they
form no mean proportion of the population of
south-eastern Asia. It may be, in the provi-
dence of God, that the more numerous idola-
ters are to be reached by these hill men, in the
future of mission work.

They appear to be the chosen and prepared
people to whom Christ will first reveal his
glory ; andas they are scattered throughout the
length and breadth of the land they will form
an admirable medium for conveying the Gospel
by native agency to the harder races. Surely
God does nothing without a plan and purpose.
If it be not for this purpose who can even
guess at the reason for this mixture of races in
southern Asia?

It may be objected that the many and
diverse languages and dialects of these hill men
will oppose a great obstacle to mission work
amongst them; but this is found notto be so
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and also Great Britain. The salary of one missionary, Rev. A. Friesen of Nalgonda,
India, is paid by his friends in Russia; and the Baptists in Sweden and in Germany
are taking steps to support missionaries in connection with the Union. There is an
inspiration both in the greatness and wideness of the work carried on by the
Missionary Union, and by the wide-spread sympathy and effort called out in its
behalf.

PERSONAL. — Miss Mara S. Morehead has reached Ningpo, China, on her way
to Suchow in Sz-chuen Province. Rev. Ola Hanson and wife reached Bhamo,
Burma, Dec. 22. Rev. W. C. Calder of Tharrawaddy, Burma, arrived at New
York March 1, returning to America on account of ill-health. Miss Lenore
Hamilton reached Matadi on the Congo Jan. 10, 1S91. Rev. F. C. Gleichman
and wife reached Leopoldville, Congo, Dec. 25. Rev. Thomas Moody reached
Leopoldville Dec. 30. —— Mrs. H. W. Hancock has returned {rom Bhamo, Burma,
to Mandalay, and taken up her former work. She went to Bhamo to be with Miss
Manning while no other missionary was there. Rev. D. H. Drake has under-
taken the pastoral care of the English Baptist Church, Madras, India. Mr. L. E.
Martin, a graduate of Kalamazoo College, Mich., has been a teacher in the govern-
ment schools in Nagaski, Japan, for several years. His contract expires March 31,
1891, and he has been appointed a missionary of the Missionary Union, which thus
gains a laborer already acquainted with the Japanese language. He will begin his
labors as a missionary Sept. 1. Mys. Ellen Sharland has been appointed a mis-
sionary of the Union in connection with the Woman’s Society ot the West, but pro-
vides her own support in her labors at Shimonoseki, Japan. Rev. T. E. S.
Scholes, M.D., of Mukimvika, Congo, reached New York March 1.

DEATH OF MRS. L. A. EATON.— With sorrow we announce the death of Mrs.
L. A. Eaton of Bangkok, Siam, on Jan. 19, 1891. Mr. Eaton went out to the
Chinese Mission in Bangkok in 188z unmarried, but was married to Miss Annie
Check, of the Presbyterian Mission in Siam, on Jan. 1, 1855. We have therefore
never had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Mrs. Eaton, but we know
from the reports of the Mission that she has shared in the labors of her husband in a
wise and efficient manner, and her death is a great loss to the work in Siam. She
leaves four little children motherless, one of them a babe. We extend to our brother
our earnest sympathy in his great bereavement.

NOTES.— Rev. P. M. Johnson’s article in the March MacaziNg, ¢“ A Pente-
costal Day in Ongole,” has been issued in tract form, and may be had on application
to the Mission Rooms, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. The English Baptist
Missionary Society began a work in Japan a few years ago, but on account of the
claims of other fields has withdrawn from that country and transferred its work there
to the American Baptist Missionary Union, which has assumed the responsibility of
carrying it on. —— It has been decided to hold the Baptist anniversaries this year in
Cincinnati, O., beginning Wednesday, May 20. The meetings of the Missionary
Union begin on Monday morning, May 25. The understanding is that the anniver-
saries go to Philadelphia in 1892, for the celebration of the centennial of modern
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missions. The report of the offerings on ¢¢ Children’s Day,” for foreign missions,
will be found at the end of this number.

THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY UNION will hold its Eighth Annual Mect-
ing at Clifton Springs, New York, June 10 to 17, inclusive, 1891. The purposes
in view are the mutual acquaintance and conference of missionaries, and the pro-
motion of foreign missions both in the hearts of Christians in the home churches
and in the wide field abroad.

All persons of either sex, who are or have been foreign missionaries in any field
or of any Evangelical society, constitute the only membership of the Union, and
will be entertained without cost during the week. Provision cannot be made for
children. Missionary candidates under actual appointment will, so far as practica-
ble, be hospitably entertained. Very moderate rates for board in private houses can
be obtained by other persons attending. ,

The sessions of the Union are open to the public. Should reduced railroad
rates be given (inquiry may be made at any principal station), all persons attending,
from however near points, are requested to obtain certificates of their trip from
the ticket-agent at starting-point, as railroad certificates brought to the secretary must
reach a certain number to make any of them available. Missionaries and others
expecting to attend will please notify the president, J. T. Gracey, D.D., Rochester,
N.Y., giving name of field and society, or board, with years of appointment
and, if retired, of departure from the field. The Union cannot assure entertainment
to any persons not so reporting.

AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE. — Several years ago a nobleman of Siam gave the
Presbyterian Mission in Petchaburi, a suburb of Bangkok, a valuable property for
mission-school purposes. Apparently from this circumstance, an item started the
rounds of the missionary and religious periodicals that the king of Siam had given
the Baptist Mission in that country $240,000. Although the statement was authorita-
tively denied in the MissioNARY MAGAZINE, it continued to appear in different rela-
tions for a number of years, and then was dropped as a piece of ‘¢ old news.” We
never expected to see it again, but some enterprising journalist has unearthed it from
the ancient archives, and it has again started upon its travels. We suppose it will
again go the rounds of the periodicals. If repeating a thing would only make it
true the Baptist Mission in Siam would be greatly enriched, but we fear this is
only another illustration of the proverb that ‘¢ a lie travels twice as far as the truth.”

THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY of England has had an experience in its
Niger Mission, which it will be of value for other missionary bodies tonote. The Mis-
sion has enjoyed much prosperity, but in recent years it appears to have been left. to
a large degree, in the hands of Africans. All appeared to be going on well, but last
year certain circumstances occurred which led the European missionaries to make an
investigation, which resulted in the suspension of several of the native ministers and
the dismissal of a number of native lay agents. The matter made so much stir that
the general committee of the society entered upon an examination which has resulted
in the restoration of Archdeacon Crowther, the dismissal of two other African clergy-
men, and the continuance of four others only under close European superintendence.
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E. P. Coleman, Esq., Treasurer of the Union, presented an abstract of his annual
report.

Rev. Albert G. Lawson, D.D., of New Jersey presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Obituaries, which was adopted : —

During the year just closed death has stricken down a number of devoted friends of our work.

Dr. John Peddie of Philadelphia—the pastor, the preacher, the man of large heart and of
strong sympathies, a member of the Board—and Mr. John B. Trevor of New York City —the
Christian merchant, a generous contributor to our Union for years past—have been called from
labor to reward.

Some of the patriarchs in service have fallen. The Rev. [saac M. Willmarth, born at Deerfield,
N.Y., Oct. 27, 1804, ceased from his labors about a month ago, at the full age of eighty-six
years, and was closely followed by his devoted wife.

Brother Willmarth was the first Baptist missionary sent out to France. An earnest student, a
competent teacher, he had among his pupils the celebrated Jean Baptiste Crétin, who wrought
for years so faithfully in our French work. Commissioned in 1834, ill health compelled their
return in 1837. Mr. and Mrs. Willmarth were devoted Christians and accomplished teachers.
Identified with pastorates and academies in New England and in New Jersey, their decease
effected a large circle of friends. God gave to them a long life, and in the ending they were
separated by only a few days.

Rev. Abner Webb entered Burma in 1833 ; but after six years of faithful toil, theillness of Mrs.
Webb compelled his return to America, and he was never able to resume his work. For the past
fifteen years his home has been in East Oakland, Cal., from whence the Lord took him unto
Himself Feb. 11, 1891. )

Mary Elizabeth Flint went out to Sibsagor, Assam, with her husband, Rev. S. M. Whiting, in
1851. There they labored arduously for ten years, when ill health compelled them to leave the
field. Mrs. Whiting was born in Hartford, Conn., May 8, 1823, and for a number of years
has lived in New Haven, Conn., where her husband died in 1878. She has been very active in
foreign mission work, being State Secretary of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. Here
her decease occurred May 7, 1891, and very lovingly is her memory cherished.

Freeman Elden Morgan, born in Batavia, Ill., Feb. 9, 1853, departed this life about a
month ago. He became a missionary in April, 1879, and labored at Kurnool, India, for eight
years. Il health forced him home and very reluctantly to resign his commission, and death came
in April last.

Quiet, sincere, devoted, his associates in the Telugu work united in earnest desire for his
return to them, but the Captain of our Salvation had other work for his soldier. He leaves a
widow to mourn the loss of one who was a true witness for Jesus our Lord.

Victor Lepoids, Montbeliard, France, Aug. 4, 1890, at the age of seventy-three, entered into
rest. One of the oldest of the Baptist pastors of France, his eyes had been gladdened with
the growth of that mission amid good report and evil report. For fifteen years pastor of the
First Church in Paris, then at work in Montbeliard, he, assisted by a noble wife, continued his
labors to the last. His work abides, and his memory is intertwined with all our history in
the French mission.

Edwin A. Kelley, a native of India, of European descent, becoming interested in our Telugu
work, gave up a lucrative government position, and in December, 1877, became a lay missionary.
He was of the greatest service to the already overburdened Dr. Clough, and his early decease is
a very great loss to this mission.

The severest trials of the year have come in the removal of four godly women of whom it
might well have been written, * Those women who labored in the gospel.”

Mrs. G. W. Taft of Tokyo, Japan, entered upon her work a year and a half ago, and already
hath the Lord said it is enough. Blessed service may have its least measure in length of days.
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Mrs. L. A. Eaton, sent out to Siam by another denomination, changed her views of Christian
doctrine, and became the wife of our Brother Eaton six years ago. In all his labors she has had
full share, and in January last was exalted to the presence of the Lord.

Mrs. L. Edwin Tribolet departed this life in Tavoy, Burma, in September, 18go. She entered
Burma with her husband in December, 1888, and has been a devoted co-laborer. Faith-
ful to the end, she is now rejoicing in the crown of life.

Mary Hawley Fuller, born in Roxbury, Conn., Aug. 17, 1808, became the wife of D. L.
Brayton, and sailed with him from Boston in 1837, and entered into rest Dec. 16, 1890, at the
advanced age of eighty-two years.

Through these long years of toil, spent mainly among the Pwo Karens in Rangoon and its
vicinity, Mr. and Mrs. Brayton have been home but twice —in 1842 and 1870. Their active
service has extended through the period of forty-eight years. Faithful, prudent, honored, — these
words but feebly express the worth of the labors of Mrs. Brayton. Reviewing this full life of
ministry for Jesus, we are carried back to the heroic days. When Brother and Sister Brayton
were commissioned, Dr. Judson was at the full tide of his great work. Francis Mason, the Wades
and the Bennetts had been long enough in Burma to lay good foundations for our work. The
elder Vintons, Haswells, Stevens, with E. L. Abbot, were there and at work. What memories
of the power and grace of God are stirred by the mere mention of these names!

Of those who were then in Burma, Mrs. Cephas Bennett, sent out in 1829, Mrs. E. A. Stevens
and Mr. Brayton only are left. We mourn the cessation of her work, but rejoice in that God
gave to her so long a life of usefulness in a tropical country. Her memory will be sweet until
the fulness of the Pwo Karens is gathered to the Lord.

Thus men and women — missionaries, pastors and merchants, youthful workers and veterans of
three score years of toil, now from Japan and now from India, now from Siam and now from
Burma, now from America and now from sunny France —are called to meet around one throne of
Grace on high. It is the one Lord whose voice they have heard, and He doeth all things well.

To emulate their zeal, to enter into their labors, to continue their work, is the privilege of
those who mourn their departure, and of all who loved them for the work’s sake.

ALBERT G. LAwsoN.
E. W. LOUNSBURY.
W. T. RICHARDSON.

The report of the Committee on Bible Work was presented by Rev. E. A. Woods,
D.D., of Pennsylvania, and adopted : —

In Burma the first Bible issued in any vernacular was Dr. Judson’s, the large quarto edition
of which is now practically exhausted. The new edition issued from the Mission Press last year
is a large octavo, selling at $1.44; the price of the New Testament is 45 cents. But both Bible
and Testament are too heavy for convenience and also too expensive.

A new photo-engraved edition, reduced in size, has been prepared, and will be printed in
Boston, the price of which will be 36 cents for the Bible and 18 cents for the New Testa-
ment. The Burmans will now have a convenient Bible, at a price within the reach of all.
The Karens buy Bibles and Testaments freely, and they, too, should have an edition of reduced
size and lower price. Two editions of the Shan New Testament have been issued. The whole
Bible will soon be ready for circulation. The work of translating the New Testament into the
Kachin and Chin languages has also been comnienced.

The importance of Bible distribution in each field and of systematic Bible study in each
school is recognized by all our missionaries. Translating, printing and distributing Bibles are
not minor or incidental features of missionary work. The work of translation and revision
demands the labors of the best scholars, while the work of distribution may be entrusted largely
to native colporters.  Mere preaching is not enough; the divine word must be furnished as a
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MISSIONARIES SAILED.

70 Burma.— Prof. E. B. Roach, Prof. D. C. Gilmore, Rev. Ola Hanson and
wife, Rev. W. W. Cochrane and wife, Rev. L. H. Mosier, Rev. F. H. Eveleth,
W. C. Griggs, M.D., and wife, Miss Lenna A. Smith, Miss G. P. Clinton, Miss I:.
E. Mitchell, M.D., Miss M. E. Carr, Miss Eva Squires, Miss S. L. Griffith, Mrs.
M. B. Ingalls, Miss C. E. Batterson, Miss E. C. Stark, Mrs. A. E. Carson, Miss
Melissa Carr.

Zo Assam.— Rev. P. H. Moore and wife, Rev. P. E. Moore, Rev. William Dring
and wife, Rev. F. W. Klein and wife, Miss Laura A. Amy.

Zo India.— Rev. P. M. Johnson and wife, Prof. W. E. Boggs and wife, Rev.
G. N. Thomssen and wife, Rev. Charles Hadley and wife, Rev. W. R. Manley and
wife.

Zo China.—Miss E. A. Parker, Miss Mary Dunwiddie, Miss M. K. Scott, Mrs.
L. A. Gould, Miss Elia Campbell, Miss M. S. Morehead (Mrs. Warner).

7o Japan.—Rev. A. A. Bennett, Rev. C. H. D. Fisher and wife, Rev. H. H.
Rhees and wife, Rev. W. B. Parshley and wife, Miss M. A. Whitman, Miss A. A.
Adams (Mrs. Hamblen), Miss Lavinia Mead, Miss O. M. Blunt.

Zo Africa—Mr. Charles Markham and wife, Rev. Henry Richards and wi‘e,
Rev. Edwin Small, M.D., Mr. J. H. Camp, Rev. F. C. Gleichman and wife, Rev.
Thomas Moody, Miss C. A. Howard, Mrs. J. E. Ricketts, Miss Lenore Hamilton,
Mrs. Bella Claflin, Miss Fanny Tiptaft, Mrs. C. B. Glenesk, Miss R. A. Roy.

MISSIONARIES RETURNED FROM FIELDS.

Rev. L. J. Denchfield and wife, Prof. E. B. Roach and wife, Rev. W. F. Arm-
strong, Rev. W. C. Calder, Rev. W. H. Roberts and wife, Rev. P. H. Moore, Rev.
J. E. Clough, D.D., Rev. L. A. Eaton, S. P. Barchet, M.D., and wife, Rev. G. L.
Mason and wife, Rev. A. A. Bennett, Rev. Jos. Clark and wife, Rev. P. Frederick-
son and wife. .

Miss E. F. McAllister, Miss M. E. Williams, Miss R. W. Ranney, Miss H.
Phinney, Mrs. C. A. Nichols, Miss I. Watson, Miss L. E. Tschirch, Miss H. N.
Eastman, Miss Z. A. Bunn, Mrs. W. W. Cochrane, Mrs. D. Downie, Miss Bert:a
Menke, Mrs. J. R. Goddard, Miss E. L. Rolman, Miss Lina Faulkner, Mrs. E. J.
Miller.

MISSIONARIES RESIGNED.

Rev. E. E. Silliman, Miss A. R. Gage and Miss L. M. Eaton have severed their

connection with the Union during the year on account of inability to return to their

fields, and the name of Rev. T. E. S. Scholes, M.D., has been dropped from the
list of missionaries.

MISSIONARIES DECEASED.

The Society has to mourn the loss of two very useful brethren during the year,—
Mr. Edwin A. Kelly of Ongole, India, and Rev. Victor Lepoids of Montbelliard,
France,—and also to join in the sorrow of four of the missionaries who have been
called to part with their beloved wives. Mrs. D. L. Brayton of Rangoon, Burma,
Mrs. E. Tribolet of Tavoy, Burma, Mrs. L. A. Eaton of Bangkok, Siam, and Mrs.
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The income of the Union specially for Bible work was $9,928.46 from the following
sources: American Baptist Publication Society, $5,000; American and Foreign
Bible Society (legacy), $500; share in Bible-day collections, $2,749.86; income of
the Nathan Bishop fund, $1,678.60. There are certain expenditures of the Society
which may be placed specifically to the account of Bible work. These would
amount to about the sum received, as noted above, but the expenses of the Society for
Bible work, which cannot be separated from the general missionary appropriations,
are many times this amount.

BURMA.

The most significant event in the history of the missions in Burma during the year
is the opening of the first station in the Shan country at Thibaw. Preliminary steps
had been taken previous to the last annual meeting, but during the year the station has
been occupied by Dr. Kirkpatrick and the mission work fairly begun. This act will
have a far-reaching influence. The Shans are the traders of South-eastern Asia, and
wander widely over large territories and among many peoples. They are allied to
the Chinese, and belong to that collection of races known as ¢¢ Tai,” which includes
the Siamese and Laos, in Siam, the Khamti in Assam and the Burman and Chinese
Shans. They are the most numerous of the Indo-Chinese races, and are found in
Burma and South-western China, although their home is in the semi-independent ter-
ritory in the north-east of Burma and the northern part of Siam. All the Tai
family are Buddhists, but it is thought that the religion has a slighter hold on those
in the independent Shan country than on those in Burma and Lower Siam.

Missionary work among the Shans is not a new thing to American Baptists. It
was opened as early as 1860, by Rev. Moses H. Bixby, who made his headquarters at
Toungoo and labored among the Shans of Lower Burma, and has been continued with-
out interruption to the present time. Rev. J. N. Cushing visited a part of the Shan
country in 1867, in company with Rev. A. T. Rose of the Burman Mission, and has
repeatedly made tours of observation in the Shan principalities, becoming acquainted
with the country and people, and preparing the way for the present movement.
Dr. and Mrs. Cushing resided for some time at Bhamo in 1877, and laid the founda-
tions for a mission among the Chinese Shans. The whole Bible has been translated
into the Shan language by Dr. Cushing, and has nearly all been printed at the mis-
sion press in Rangoon. The opening of mission work in the Shan country itself
has been delayed several years by the last war in Burma and the consequent dis-
order, but the country is now safe for the residence of foreigners. Established on
broad foundations, provided with a printed Bible, and having for its field a vigorous
and widely-diffused people, the Shan Mission, now for the first time opened in the
home of the race, is fairly started on a career from which great and blessed results
may confidently be expected. :

The general mission work in Burma has gone on in the same lines, and with the
same gratifying success as in previous years. Greater interest in the gospel than
ever before is shown by the Burmans, and the unusually large number of baptisms re-
ported by the missionaries to the ruling race of Burma, give encouragement of a more
general movement of that proud and bigoted people toward Christianity. The very
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hopeful mission to the Chins indicates that a greater number of laborers among that
people would without doubt lead to a yet more fruitful work.

A portion of the report submitted by Dr. Packer of Meiktila, states so well a
thought which has been in many minds that we present it here: —

The paucity of native evangelists is, as it has been for years, the crying want of the work
among the Burmans ; and it cannot be doubted that its future progress and welfare are vitally con-
_ nected with its speedy and adequate supply in some way or other. This paucity of such laborers
was never greater and the need of their increase was never more urgent than now, with this great
field of Upper Burma, in all its length and breadth, thrown wide open to us, and scarcely any native
Burman workers to put into it without robbing the almost equally needy field of Lower Burma.
The scarcity of native workers is not only relatively greater in respect to this enlargement of our
field of work, but is made absolutely greater by either the partial or entire superannuation of not
a few of those who ten years ago were the most efficient of the Burman evangelists, to say
nothing of the losses by death. This was painfully evident at the late Missionary Conference and
Convention at Mandalay in November. One could not but be struck by the fact that the majority
of the Burman preachers there were old men, as men’s ages go in Burma, the greater part near-
ing or already past the end of their years for effective evangelistic work. That occasion, so full
of grateful and sacred memories of the past and so full of inspiration for the future, was no gen-
eral occasion, but the beginning of a new era of more aggressive work and of larger and more rapid
growth and progress, and seemed to demand that the disproportion should have been the other
way, — no less veterans, but vastly more young soldiers to fill the gaps in the thin line of battle
their fall will make, and to make new places for themselves.

It is a fact we all recognize and deeply deplore that few if any of those in training in our
Burman mission schools show a disposition, on leaving these schools, to enter the ministry and
labor for the salvation of their heathen countrymen. Government service and other forms of
secular employment attract the great majority of them. Much earnest personal effort on the part
of missionaries has been spent and much earnest prayer offered to bring about a radical change in
this state of things ; but hitherto little has come from such personal efforts, and the answer to our
prayers seems as far off as ever. But even if all who are now of suitable age in these schools were
given to us in answer to our prayers, for this work, the number would be greatly inadequate to
the real needs of the work. Besides, even though adequate, they would require some special
training for their work as evangelists before they could be sent forth to it. But in my judgment
it is vain to look for an answer to such prayers so long as we fail to use an agency that God has
fitted ready to our hands and in number adequate to the work. I need hardly say that I refer to
Karen young men, many of whom, well fitted for such work, like the laborers in the market-
place waiting for hire, are standing idle, with this great and whitening harvest perishing all about
them before their very eyes, and they do not thrust in the sickle and reap. Can any reason for
this inaction be given that will bear the searching test of God's word? None. Why, then, should
not Karens numerously engage in the evangelization of Burmans? If God is in providence — if
His purpose can be read from events — what purpose nearer His heart or more consonant
with His usual way of working in accomplishing His purposes of grace than the fact that He has
called so many thousands of this once despised and oppressed race into His kingdom rather
than their former oppressors and taskmasters? He has not led them forth from the land as He
did ancient Israel from Egypt, but has mercifully left them in the land, —a salt to save it, can we
doubt? If Christian Karens can be enrolled in police battalions under the colors of the Queen-
Empress of India to suppress Burman rebellion and crime, why can they not be organized under
the blood-stained banner of King Immanuel for a crusade to rescue the souls of these same Bur-
mans from the kingdom of darkness as organized in Burman Buddhism? I have that confidence
in the genuineness and virility of their Christian faith and zeal that I cannot doubt that, if this
great duty is affectionately and earnestly laid upon their hearts and consciences, the hearts of
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many of these young men will take fire at the grand idea, and with glowing ardor and earnestness
akin to the early Karen evangelists among the Karens, devote themselves to this great work.
The missionary zeal and the courage and fortitude Karens have shown in the face of hardship,
danger and death, even, upon the Kachin Mountains and amid the wilds of Siam, to give the
Bread of Life to savage Kachins and wild Karens, is the warrant for this. God can call them —
and who can doubt that He is so calling them in this emergency? —to no higher, no grander
service for Him here, nor one that could-so toughen their moral fibre and develop all that is most
Christly in Christian manhood, nor yet one so replete with blessings both to themselves and those
they seck to save, furnishing to each alike the best of opportunities for the cultivation of all the
precious and gracious fruits of the Spirit. It is no harder, but much the same self-denying, Christ-
like service that Christ required of His hated and despised Jewish disciples when He sent them to
preach the gospel to the hostile Samaritan, the cultured and skeptical Greek, and his haughty
and arrogant master, the Roman. The Karens were never better prepared to undertake this
work, and the time was never more auspicious for their success therein if undertaken. This mili-
tary service, in putting down rebellion and crime, has been a special and invaluable training for
this work for many of them; and the courage and manly qualities they have displayed in this ser-
vice have given them a standing and worth as men in the eyes of Burmans, such as they have
never had before, and that must go far to facilitate their approaches to them with the gospel mes-
sage of salvation. Who can doubt that all this is a special call from God to Karens to promptly
and earnestly take up this work?

TAVOY.

BURMAN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. E. TRIBOLET.
KAREN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. HORATIO MORROW and wife.

Burman Department.
Of his work in the Tavoy District, Mr Tribolet writes :—

It was two years yesterday since my arrival in Tavoy, and nearly a year of this time has been
spent in the jungle. I have been in almost every Burman village in my field. To-day I returned
from a forty-two-days’ trip among the fishing and ngapee-making villages of Tavoy and Mergui
districts. It will require two months to air my clothes in order to rid them of this wonderful
ngapee smell. Life for about fifty days ina Burman boat is simply delicious, and I wished
Brother Canon Taylor might enjoy it for a season. Mergui district is unquestionably the darkest
part of Burma. This is the verdict of every English official and every intelligent Burman.
These people are a mixture of every sub-lunar race — especially Malays — and would any day
resume their old trade as pirates if they had a chance. Paul's words concerning the Cretans
apply to them, **Merguians are always liars, evil beasts, idle gluttons.” Insome villages one
could hardly find a sober man among the whole crowd. Of Buddhism they know very little, but
that very fact makes them conceited and hard to deal with, for a little learning is always danger-
ous, even in Burma. In fact, the only gods they worship are salt fish and ngapee. A Karen knows
that he knows nothing, but the ignorance of these Mergui Burmans is only equalled by their
pride.

What I propose to do is to spend five or six years in continuous preaching in these villages,
until these people shall get an intelligent idea of what Christianity really is and what it is able to
do for our ngapee-making Merguians. This is just what the people in these parts at least, need, —
an intelligent presentation of the gospel; for the vast majority really don't know what Christianity
is. God certainly has a few of His own among these thousands. I firmly believe that if I am
spared to travel constantly for five or six years among these people, I shall see conversions. At
present our work is largely confined to removing prejudices, to show them the blessings as well
as the vices of Christianity, to incessantly preach Christ and the resurrection, not Gautama,
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to induce them to educate their children — for this is the greatest drawback in our districts, to
get them to think of something else besides salt fish and ngapee, to tell them of a loving Father,
whose heart is yearning to bestow upon them His richest blessings and give them that peace that
passeth all understanding.

Karen Department.

Mr. Morrow’s report is as follows : —

As usual, our work has consisted of our school in town during eight months of the year, giv-
ing such advice and help as we were able to preachers and others in the meantime, and direct
work among Christians and heathen during the cooler season. The object of the school, of
course, is primarily to raise up preachers and teachers for the jungle districts; yet many come to
school a year or two who never fill either of these positions, but with few exceptions they are
helped to become more intelligent and useful members of the churches. A large majority of
our pastors have received their training in our school; and all the school-teachers, Christians
without an exception, we are happy to say, have been educated by us.

The past year we have had no assistance in school work except those trained by ourselves and
one Burman teacher. We have, however, never had so good and profitable a year. We hope to
continue in this line. Our expectation is to be able to send out a few from year to year, who shall
be much better qualified than those now at work, to be employed as pastors or teachers, the latter
invariably doing Christian work, sometimes as much as a regular pastor.

Among the old churches but little progress has been made, owing largely to the inefficiency of
pastors, past and present. Scores of the members know nothing of religion beyond baptism.
This exceedingly great evil we are correcting as rapidly as possible, and the pastors are fully
convinced that the scores, nay hundreds, of baptized heathen are the fruits of imprudence and
lack of knowledge on the part of pastors who administer baptism.

The past year has witnessed the introduction of the gospel to new neighborhoods, where some
fruit has been reaped. The scattered condition of the Karens renders work among them difficult,
but we adapt our work to the people as much as possible.

MAULMEIN.

BURMAN DEPARTMENT. — Rev. EDWARD O. STEVENS and wife, Miss Susie E. HAsweLL, Miss SARAH B.
BARROWS, Miss AGNEs WHITEHEAD. In America, Mrs. L. M. HASWELL, Miss MARTHA SHELDON.

KAREN DEPARTMENT.— Rev. JusTus L. BULKLEY and wife, Mrs. C. H. R. ELWELL, Miss ELLEN ).
TAvLOR. Miss NAOMI GARTON in America.

TELUGUS AND TAMILS, AND ENGLISH CHURCH.— Rev. WILLIAM F. ARMSTRONG and wife (absent from
Burma).

EURASIAN HOME.— Miss SARAH R. SLATER.

MEDICAL WORK. — Miss ELLEN E. MITCHELL, M.D., Miss M. ELIZABETH CARR.

Burman Department.
Mr. Stevens reports : —

In presenting for the first time the annual report of the Maulmein Burman Mission, I would
take occasion to record the loving kindness and tender mercy of the Lord, manifested in the
bestowal of a good measure of health, enabling me to discharge the varied duties which devolved
upor me during the year 189o.

I have made nine missionary trips, occupying from one or two days to three weeks. The first
was undertaken for the purpose of preaching the annual sermon before the preachers gathered at
Henzada to attend the thirtieth annual meeting of the Pegu-Burman Association. In February
I went to Thatone. At that time Mr. Armstrong made over to me the charge of the Shan and
Toungthu Department there, in accordance with the request of the late Mrs. Kelley. Since then
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I have been thrice to Thatone. The last time I was accompanied by my family. Although Miss
Lawrence belongs to the Karen Department, she has taken a very deep interest in the welfare of
the Shans and Toungthus, and has been a great blessing to the little church at Thatone. During
the rains she taught one hour daily a little class in English connected with the Burmese Mission
School recently reorganized on the Kelley Compound under Moung Oung-lins, a Pwo-Karen
certificated Christian teacher from Bassein. She also takes a class in the Sunday school there.

In company with two assistants I spent five or six days of March in itinerating among the
villages on the Island of Bilugyun, lying opposite to Maulmein. April first and second we had a
<amp-meeting at Win-kyau, a village about fourteen miles to the north-west of Martaban.

In December we had the pleasure of welcoming Miss E. E. Mitchell, M.D., and Miss Carr.
As soon as practicable after her coming, I handed back to Dr. Mitchell the Sunday afternoon
Bible class, which she organized a number of years ago. She gives instruction through an
interpreter, who is himself one of the teachers in the Sunday school.

Beginning with March, I have had the care of issuing the Sabdbath Awakener, a monthly,
which follows the International lessons just one quarter behind the Sunday schools of Great Britain
and America. The preparation of these notes makes heavy demands upon my time; but it does
not seem to be misspent, as the Sabbath Awakener is designed for circulation all over Burma.
Moreover, it is studied diligently in the Maulmein Burmese Sunday school, which continues to
flourish under the superintendence of Ah Syoo, Miss Barrows’ head master. He is also
president of the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor.

During eight weeks of the rains, I conducted a preachers’ Bible class. Much faithful service
has been rendered by the assistants in house to house visitation and wayside preaching, not in
the town only, but also in the district. About 750 Burmese and 116 Talaing tracts have been
sold, most of them by my own hand. Pastor Kangyi reports an increased willingness to listen
to the gospel message and to receive tracts.

The fourteen baptisms mentioned in the table of statistics were all administered in the
Maulmein Burman chapel. Two of those baptized were adults; the rest were pupils; five
from Miss Barrows® school, five from Miss Whitehead's school, and two from the school under the
care of Miss Taylor and Mrs. Elwell. Four were Talaings, four were of Chinese extraction, two
Tavoyans, two Pwo Karens, one Sgau Karen, and one Toungthu. This shows from how many
different races the Burmese nation (so called) is constantly recruiting itself, and how many tribes
may be reached through the medium of the Burmese language.

In this region I meet with very few Burmans. These who pass for Burmans are generally only
Burmanized Talaings. Moreover, there are many parts of the district where the villagers hold on
to their mother tongue with a tenacity similar to that with which the inhabitants of Wales hold on
to the ancient Welsh language. In fact, a fresh impulse seems to have been given lately to the
study of Talaing. A few months ago a new sect, with Talaing types obtained from the Ran-
goon mission press, printed at Maulmein a Talaing Buddhist book in an edition of 1,500.

I cannot close without expressing the earnest desire, that one missionary family may speedily
be sent to the Talaings and one to the Toungthus of the Tenassarian Province.

Miss Haswell reports of her work in the southern portion of the Maulmein field,
with headquarters at Amherst: —

The work has been pursued on the same lines as formerly, viz.: medical work, — which is
only a means for gospel work, — house to house visitation, tract distribution and street meetings.
Of the last there have been very few, owing to there being no resident preachers here.

I returned from Rangoon to Amherst December 12, 1889, and found fever prevailing very
extensively in certain parts of the town. It increased steadily, until by the end of Tanuary it was
epidemic. From that time to the end of June, I was severely taxed by the medical work, a great
.deal of nursing having to be done in addition to visiting the sick, putting up and giving out med-
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icines. Dr. Kirkpatrick was here through the two worst months of the fever, and gave every
help in his power; otherwise I do not think that I could have borne the long strain without
breaking down. The middle of July I felt that I must leave Amherst for a time, and so went to
Maulmein, where I remained till October 3. While in Maulmein, I did considerable medical
work, and was able to resume my meetings with the pauper lepers and the ¢¢ Thoo-bah-yah-yahs,”
an outcast tribe of Burmese, who harbor the lepers in their settlements. I have reason to think
that five of the lepers and several of the outcasts are interested in the salvation of their souls.
I expect to open an English school for those who will pay tuition, and a Burman school in
Moodong. ‘

Ko Klah has been stationed at Moodong for the greater part of the year. Both he and his
wife are very faithful and earnest in seeking to win souls to Christ. Their oldest daughter, a
young woman of considerable character and who gives great promise of becoming a very efficient
worker for Christ, hopes to get her teacher’s certificate in March, and then to join her parents,
and to have charge of the girls' school. The two Christians from Kawbaing who have come to
live in Moodong seem to be much quickened, and growing in grace.

I expect to visit K'mahwet on my return from Moodong. There has been a good school there
throughout the year, composed almost entirely of heathen children. They all attend Sunday
school, and bring pice for contributions for the Lord's work. They also pay a small tuition fee,
either in money or in rice, which the teacher, Moung Shway Byu, is allowed to keep in addition
to his salary of Rs. 15 per month, as that is not sufficient for the support of his family. There
have been several baptisms from among the heathen.

Everywhere there seems a desire to hear, a spirit of inquiry, of uneasiness as regards their own
religion, which gives us much hope, and makes me long for more workers, especially for a mis-
sionary to the Talaings. Ko Reuben is nearly sixty years of age, and is becoming increasingly
feeble ; both Ko Klah and Ko Tawthoon are over fifty years of age. Moung Shway Gyah, though
younger and full of zeal, is almost entirely ignorant of the Old Testament Scriptures. Ko
Taw-pah is too old and too ignorant to be counted among the preachers. I have named the
whole of our working force among the Talaings, excepting the Bible-woman, Mah Lhah, who
is between seventy and eighty years of age, and not able often to leave her home in Maulmein to
visit the Talaing-speaking people. There are thousands of Talaings in this Ambherst district
alone, and numbers of large villages of them elsewhere in the Maulmein and Tavoy fields; while
I am told by Buddhist priests and nuns that the Talaings of Siam far outnumber those of Burma.
The Siamese Talaings speak exactly the same dialect as is spoken in K'mahwet; there is no
difference at all; and the men are all taught to read Talaing in their monasteries, though they
have been in Siam for generations. It is not right to leave them without the gospel.

At Yoh, Moung Win and his wife are doing what they can. The Lord has greatly helped him
in the medical work, enabling him to effect cures in cases that seemed wholly hopeless. He
always offers prayer by the side of the sick or wounded persons, asking for the needed wisdom to
treat them, and the Lord’s blessing upon his efforts in their behalf, and never fails to give
God the glory. By this means he has been able to reach all classes, high and low, rich and
poor, and to preach the gospel day after day, in the very monasteries.

There are no inquirers who are really in earnest, I am sorry to say. Moung Win has visited
many of the neighboring villages, preaching Christ wherever he could find those who understood
Burmese ; but outside of Yoh and Ahsin there are very few who can be reached through the
Burmese. .

Moung Win’s wife, Mah Pwah Kin, has done all she can through the school, which has been
maintained nearly throughout the year. The mission house at Yoh has been completed and the
ground fenced in. .

The Ambherst school has been in session throughout the year, except that we were obliged to
close it before the close of March, owing to the fever, there not being enough pupils in attend-
ance to make it worth while to keep the school open. In compliance with the demands of gov-
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ernment, and in deference to the opinions of many of the missionaries, I consented to give the
system of charging tuition fees a fair trial, and we are receiving about Rs. 10 per month from the
fees; but the school is reduced one half in numbers, and I am very strongly tempted to go back
to the old plan of free tuition. If I do it, the government will withdraw all aid, and we shall lose
our certificated teachers, and that makes me hesitate.

Miss Barrows reports her work in the boys’ school : —

I have been back in Maulmein a little more than a year, and as I review the year, the mercies
of the Lord have been many, and my heart goes out in thankfulness. There has never been so
little sickness amongst the pupils since I came to Burma, as the past year; only one case of
serious illness, and God was pleased to restore him to health. The school is not so large as it
has been. There were one hundred and fifteen on the roll at the close of the school year, Decem-
ber, 18go. There have been many small schools opened near here, which have drawn the town
pupils away, as they pay less fees than here ; and from the jungle fewer pupils have come in, — partly
because I insist on payment of fees, and partly because there are more jungle schools than form-
erly. The work has been very trying at times, as it changed so much during my absence. The
school was examined in December under the new system adopted by government. The pupils
did fairly well, and there were as many full passes as I dared hope for; but the grant-in-aid will
be smaller than any previous year. No pupil above a certain age is allowed the grant, and a large
percentage of the pupils who passed were over age. If I refuse them they will at once join the
government school, where this rule is not binding ; and again, by the new rules we do not receive
any grant unless the pupil passes in full. Formerly we received for the subjects in which he
passed, even if he did not obtain a full pass. I am sorry the grant is less, for it will necessitate
my using more home money.

Five have been baptized from the school during the year; others are thoughtful, and have asked
for baptism. I think it wise for them to wait for a little. My Bible-woman, Mah Hla, is an earn-
est, devoted woman ; she has done faithful work in the town and jungle.

Karen Department.
Mr. Bulkley reports : —

During the year 1890 God's goodness has been manifested toward us as a family more, it
seems to us, than ever before in our lives. Among innumerable other blessings, He has, in
answer to prayer, restored my wife to wonderfully good health. He has protected me through a
dangerous trip into Siam; and greater than all, He has drawn us all nearer to Himself and
given us deeper experiences of His love than ever before. ‘Praise the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits.”

The school work was given a powerful impetus by the wise counsel and exhortation of our
Christ-like ¢ Father” Brayton, who attended our Association in February of 18go. In this
department especially, and in others generally, Mrs. Elwell and Miss Taylor have worked very
hard, and have been blessed with good results in conversions and spiritual and intellectual growth
of those for whom they are devoting their whole time and strength.

The churches present discouragements by needed discipline, deaths, scarcity of baptisms and
contributions. But some of the churches have done grandly. They have sent out evangelists
north to Pahpun, east to Rehang (Laos), and south to Bangkok. Most of them have village
schools, and some of them have established and supported schools in heathen villages. These
churches are all entirely self-supporting.

The heathen, 1 think, listen to the gospel a little more hopefully than a year ago. A company
of evangelists, having preached along from Swegyin to Pahpun, on to the border of Burma and
Siam and back to Maulmein, reported good interest. Another company of evangelists, along the
border of Burma and Siam, reported some interest. The preacher stationed at Pahpun by
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the Association reports more waiting for baptism. Preachers coming from Bangkok to Maulmein
report interest. Miss Lawrence reports very hopeful interest in villages north of Thatone, where
she has been bravely at work. Mrs. Bulkley has met with encouragement in talking with those
whom she has met in the city. About ten months ago an ordained Karen preacher with his
bride (in the employ of the Burma Baptist Convention), with three Christian followers, started
from Maulmein to go to the Karen churches north of Lakon (Laos). They have not been heard
from, and it is feared that they have been murdered. Search is being made for them. My
trip from Maulmein to Bangkok 77a Rehang was encouraging.

Please pray for a greater out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on this field, and that I may know
““ how to go out or come in” in the midst of God’s chosen people.

Miss Taylor reports the work of the Karen school in Maulmein : —

At the close of last year, Mrs. Elwell and myself sent out a circular letter to the Karen
churches, begging them to consider what they wanted to do with reference to the town school,
and how they wanted to do it, asking also that they go to the Association prepared to act. We
then travelled among the people as long as the weather would permit. Gradually the chain of
events was being forged, till at length all was complete and ready. The result was reconstruc-
tion. The Karens again put their shoulders to the yoke, pledging themselves to raise Rs. I per
member for the school, and all school matters were arranged most harmoniously. On the new
basis we started out on the new year, which the end proves to have been successful and
prosperous beyond our most sanguine hopes. ¢* Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” Contribu-
tions have come in better than we dared hope. Sixty-four pupils have been enrolled.
Hard foundation work has been laid. We have been blessed spiritually. The Young People’s
Society of Christian Endeavor and class prayer meetings have done much towards getting the
Christian pupils to work. After a time of special interest, nearly all not already members of the
church asked for baptism, but only four have as yet been baptized. The testing time has proved
that waiting was in many cases wise. Some more will be ready to follow soon.

Something has been done in the line of temperance. Some of our meetings have been
enthusiastic. All of our bhoys, not a few of whom acknowledge having drank in time past, have
signed the pledge. A good number have pledged themselves to abstain from tobacco and coon
chewing, and others, teeling the influence, are using less or trying to give them up. The white
ribbon, the sign of pure thoughts, words and deeds, is adopted by the many, and we believe its
influence will go spreading through the jungle. ’

While we would see greater improvement, we rejoice to know that our pupils go from us not
only wiser but better.

Telugus and Tamils.

Mr. Armstrong has been very ill, and unable to attend to his duties for several
mouths. Since the beginning of the year, he has been compelled to leave Burma
and join Mrs. Armstrong, who has been in England for several years. Owing to
this no report has been received of Mr. Armstrong’s work.

THATONE.
Miss EL1ZABETH LAWRENCE.

Miss Lawrence is the only missionary resident at Thatone, and, while engaged
specially in labor for the Karens, has an influence and share in the work among other
races, as intimated in the report of Mr. Stevens of Maulmein. Miss Lawrence has
presented no special report of her labors at Thatone, the statistics of which are
included in the Karen department of Maulmein.
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The first month after our arrival in Secunderabad was spent in touring in the Nalgonda district
with Mr. and Mrs. Maplesden. Although it may not be advisable on the whole for a new mis-
sionary to go on tour in the first year, Mr. Maplesden thought it to be the best for the work in
Nalgonda to introduce us at once to the work, and to select a fresh site for the future mission
bungalow and compound. All the other time of the year was devoted to the study of the
language. We had the care of the Secunderabad station for three months, whiie Mr. Maplesden
and family had a most-needed rest during the hot weather at Bandora, near Bombay.

In July I was again obliged to make a three weeks’ tour in the Nalgonda field, in order to adjust
some troubles among our Christians. At the same time I had the pleasure of baptizing eight
new converts.

Now, since the end of October, we are settled entirely at Nalgonda. Of course, as it is a new
station, plenty of work is to be done, both in building and evangelistic work. Besides improving
the present little bungalow for our temporary residence, and besides building shelters for our
preachers and teachers, we do all we can in visiting our beloved Christians, and preaching the
gospel in the station and district. Just before the end of the year I completed a fifteen days’
trip in company with Mr. I. Friesen, my father, who came from South Russia to see us. During
the last month of the year we received forty-seven new converts into the Church of Christ. The
prospects are good for a still larger ingathering in the near future. The most important thing
we want is a station school for our Christian children. We pray God to grant us the necessary
means for a school as soon as possible.

Although only a few months in the work, we realize that there are many difficulties and
obstacles we have to fight with; but not in vain Jesus says, just after having given the great
commission to his disciples: ¢ And lo! I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
Jesus is on our side, and we must have the victory!

CHINA.

¢t Forty-five new missionaries last year, but not a man for China,” writes one of the
missionaries in his annual report. Certainly this can hardly be considered as measur-
ing the full responsibility of the constituency of the Missionary Union towards that
vast empire, which holds under one firm, paternal government one quarter of the
human race, using one written language, though in many spoken dialects. In the
past other Asiatic nations have attracted the attention of the civilized world in a
greater degree than China, owing to special and temporary causes ; but as the whole of
the East is becoming better known, and the real character of its various peoples more
correctly understood, it is acknowledged that China dominates the East, and the con-
version of China means the triumph of Christianity in Asia. The reason for this lies
not only in the immense size of the country and the almost inconceivable multitude
of the people, in the strength of their intellectual and moral character, and in their
indefatigable industry, but also in the fact that they are making a peaceful invasion
of all the other countries of Asia, and by their superior ability and industry captur-
ing the commercial and industrial activities of those countries from the nerveless
hands of the natives. The business of Siam is almost wholly in the hands of the
Chinese. The same is largely true of the Straits Settlements and adjacent islands,
and they are becoming increasingly influential every year in Burma, India and even
in, Japan.

It is saying very little to observe that the evangelization of the Chinese is more
important than that of any other race. As far as all human standards are concerned,
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they are so far beyond any other heathen nation that there is no comparison to be
made. This great people deserve more consideration from this society than they
have yet received.

BANGKOK, SIAM.
Rev. LEwis A. EATON.

The mission in Bangkok is at present wholly among the Chinese residents of
the country, and is accordingly classed under Chinese Missions. Mr. Eaton has been
sorely bereaved by the death of his wife, and is now on a trip to this country to
bring his motherless children, after which he will return to Bangkok. It is probably
owing to his affliction and absence from the field, that the customary report has not
been received.

Rev. Samuel J. Smith, who was formerly connected with the Union as a mission-
ary printer, and who has continued in business in Bangkok since the dissolution of
his relations to the Society, has made important overtures to the Union for the
resumption of missionary work among the Siamese. It is hoped that these arrange-
ments will be consummated within a few months.

SWATOW, CHINA.

Rev. WiLLIAM ASHMORE, D.D., and wife, Rev. JoHN M. FosTER and wife, Rev. J. W. CARLIN,
D.D., and wife, Mrs. ANNA K. Scort, M.D., Miss MARY DuNwiIDDIE, Miss MaARY K. ScotT.
In America, Rev. SYLVESTER B. PARTRIDGE and wife, Rev. WILLIAM ASHMORE, Jr, and wife,
Miss C. H. DANIELLs, M.D., Miss MINNIE A. BUzzELL.

Mr. Foster furnishes the report of the mission as follows : —

When the last annual report was written, there were but one family and a lady physician,
just arrived, in the Tie Chiu mission, and in the native church were forces at work that gave us
no little anxiety; but the year has passed without serious trouble, and with constant tokens of
God’s love and care.

The reinforcements have been larger than in any previous year. Early in March Rev. J. W.
Carlin, D.D., and family arrived, and have been working hard at the language, expecting, in the
course of another year, to assume the care of a portion of the field.

The Japan mission had the benefit of Dr. Ashmore’s aid and counsel during the summer, but
reciprocated by giving him a helpmeet and this mission another experienced helper. We
welcomed Dr. and Mrs. Ashmore in October. They are giving a large portion of the time to
touring in the country, leading the native helpers to do more earnest, aggressive evangelizing
among the myriads of heathen all about them. In November Miss Dunwiddie and Miss Scott
came to work among the women, and Miss Campbell, for similar service, among the Hakkas in
her brother’s field. We are indeed thankful to God for thus answering our prayers, and we
wish to thank the Executive Committee that, with all the calls upon them, they have remembered
this field and designated these able consecrated workers to Tie Chiu.

As to the past year, what has been done may be classified locally as compound work and
country work.

The former is largely educational. The boarding-school for boys and that for the girls have
been full, and judging from the examinations both teachers and pupils have labored faithfully.
Nine from the boys’ school and four of the girls have been baptized during the year. The class
for women has been open, and the usual instruction in the Bible given to them. Mrs. Foster
feels encouraged at the signs of increased interest in study, and in going out to neighboring
villages to teach others also.
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$ 16 Missionaries under appoi but not designated. § Large contributions * in kind" are not reported.
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MISSIONARY CONCERT PROGRAMME.
SUBJECT.—GO0OD NEWS FROM FAR.
[The references are to this number of the MAGAZINE.]

Praise Service.

Prayer.

Scripture, Is. xi., 1-9.

Singing. “ When Jesus Comes.”

Letters from the Telugu Mission, India. (p.

376.)

(a) Mr. Newcomb.

(6) Mr. Powell.

(¢) Mr. Thomssen.

(d) Mr. Maplesden.

(¢) Mr. Friesen.

6. Singing. “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.”
Letters from Burma. (p. 375.)
(a) Mr. Thomas.
(&) Mr. Bushell.

nbhw N

8. Letters from Assam.
(@) Mrs. Clark.  (p. 375.)
(4) Mr. Rivenburg. (p. 376.)
9. Prayer.
10. Singing.
11.  Mr. Broholm’s Letter. (p. 380.)
12. Mr. Vincent’s Letter. (p. 382.)
13. Russia.
14. Prayer for those who are persecuted.
15. Singing.
16. A Word for the Rich. (p. 361.)
17. Two Resolutions. (p. 362.)
18. Have we Done our Duty? (p. 362.)
19. Collection.
20. Singing.
21.  Benediction,

GENERAL ARTICLES.

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION, SWATOW, CHINA.
REV. S. B. PARTRIDGE.

THE American Baptist Missionary Union
appointed Rev. Wm. Dean as its first mission-
ary to the Chinese in 1834, and in the following
year he began work among that people in
Bangkok, Siam. Siam was chosen as a field
of operations on account of its proximity to
China, of the great number of Chinese in that
country, and because at that time it was practi-
cally impossible to enter China itself.

By the treaty of 1842 the island of Hong-
kong, on the southern coast of China, was
ceded to England, and in the same year Mr.
Dean removed from Bangkok to that place.
In 1848 Rev. J. W. Johnson joined the mis-
sion; and in 1858 Rev. William Ashmore, who
had been laboring for seven years in Siam,
removed to Hongkong.

The dialect used by our missionaries in Siam
was that of the prefecture of Tie-chiu, of which
Swatow is the port, northeast from Hongkong
and distant 180 miles. At the entrance of the
bay on which Swatow is located, there is a
small island called Double Island, on which
foreigners secured a foothold before the port
was opened to the outside world.

In the summer of 1858 Mr. Ashmore visited
Double Island, and in June of the following

year was authorized by the Executive Com-
mittee to open a mission in Tie-chiu, but on
account of ill health was obliged to return to
the United States.

In 1860 Mr. Johnson removed from Hong-
kong to Double Island; and in the same year,
Swatow, by treaty, became an open port.

The town of Swatow is on the north side of
the bay and five or six miles west of Double
Island. The land on that side is low and level.
On the south side of the bay, directly opposite
Swatow (the bay being one mile wide at that
point), the land is hilly and rough, and that
locality is called Kak-chieh (stony corner).

In 1864 Mr. Ashmore removed from Double
Island to Kak-chieh, and purchased the mis-
sion premises (compound), represented in the
engraving, and occupied a Chinese house, while
a small house, known as the * Valley House,”
was being built in the valley of the compound.

This picture® was taken from a point south-
east of the compound looking north. Steamers
are lying at anchor in the bay. It is not
unusual to see twelve or fifteen there at one
time, but it is se¢ldom that there are none.

Directly opposite our compound, across the
bay, is the compound of the English Presby-

* We are indebted to Mr. E. P. Scott, son of Mrs. Dr. Scott, for the photograph from which our engraving was made.
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terian Mission; and just west of that is the
town of Swatow, which contains 25,000 or
30,000 inhabitants.

The picture may be described as follows :—

The house near the lower right-hand corner
is the hospital for women and children, built
under the direction of Miss Dr. Daniells, in
1882-83, now in charge of Mrs. Dr. Scott.
The house above, on the ridge, is occupied by
Dr. Carlin; and farther to the north, on the

American Baptist Mission.
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are on these ridges, which enclose a valley in
which are the following houses: —

The Students’ House, which is the original
¢¢ Valley House,” greatly enlarged; the Boys’
Schoolhouse; the Girls’ Schoolhouse; the
Assistants’ House, in which native preachers
stay when they are in at the quarterly meet-
ings; the Women's Training-school House,
and another house for the accommodation ot
women who attend the quarterly meetings.

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION, SWATOW, CHINA.

same ridge, is the house occupied by Misses
Scott and Dunwiddie. On the ridge toward
the west, the first house is the ‘‘Partridge
House,” occupied by Dr. Scott and her son.
The next is the ‘¢ Ashmore House,” occupied
by Mr. Foster; and the third, which is on the
top of the hill, was built by Dr. Ashmore at
his own expense, and is occupied by himself.
The compound is made up of two ridges —
one on the east and one on the west side.
These ridges were originally nearly joined at
their southern ends, giving them somewhat the
shape of a horseshoe. The dwelling-houses

There is also a chapel between the ¢ Partridge
House ” and the ‘¢ Ashmore House.”

The Students’ House, Boys’ Schoolhouse,
Girls’ Schoolhouse, and Assistants’ House
occupy four sides of a rectangle, at the southern
end of which, shaded by large banyans and
elms, is the baptistery, a pool about twenty
feet in diameter, and fed by living springs.

This compound comprises about twelve
acres, and was secured for about $1,000, at a
time when it was considered of little value.
It was then a rough, rocky and almost barren
place, with very few trees or shrubs of any 4
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kind; but during the quarter of a century
which has elapsed, all the different occupants
have shared in the work of planting trees,
shrubs and flowers, so that it is now one of
the most delightful compounds owned by the
Missionary Union. It is the base of operations
for all the work done in the Tie-chiu dialect;
work extending northeast seventy-five miles,
southwest seventy-five miles, and westward
sixty miles; a territory containing 3,000,000 of
people, who find their homes in 6,000 towns
and villages. .

Between the compound and the shore of the
bay can be seen the buildings of a large sugar
refinery, with its two tall chimneys. The
taller of the chimneys measures about 120 feet,
and its top is nearly on a level with the founda-
tion of the house on the top of the hill.

_ On the west side of the refinery, but not in
S’ﬁ!‘t' are two or three ‘‘mission-boats,” in
which journeys are made to all parts of the
field, the water facilities being such that nearly
all of the thirty out-stations belonging to the
mission can be reached by boat.

By means of these boats, and by occupying
Chinese houses in the country a part of the
year, the missionaries having “their homes in
this compound can carry on the work of
evangelization throughout the prefecture of
Tie-chiu.

List of missionaries who have been con-
nected with the Tie-chiu department of the
Southern China Mission: —

Rev. J. W. Johnson, appointed in 1846,
removed from Hongkong to Double Island, and
beggn work in the prefecture of Tie-chiu in
1860.

Rev. H. A. Sawtelle, appointed in 1839,
removed from Hongkong to Double Island in
1861, but by advice of physicians returned
during the same year to the United States.

Rev. Wm. Ashmore, appointed in 1849,
returned from the United States with Mrs.
Ashmore, and joined the mission at Double
Island in 1863. .

Tlhe Time it Takes.
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Rev. R. Telford and wife, appointed in 1852,
joined the mission from Bangkok in 1863, and
returned to the United States in 1864.

Mr. Johnson died at Kak-chieh in 1872 ; and
Rev. S. B. Partridge and wife, appointed in
1868, were transferred from Bangkok to Swatow
in 1873.

Miss A. M. Fielde, appointed to Siam in
1865, was transferred to Swatow in 1873.
Resigned 1890.

Mrs. J. W. Johnson returned to the United
States in 1874, and resigned her connection
with the Missionary Union.

Rev. W. K. McKibben and wife joined the
mission in 1875. Resigned 1885.

Miss M. E. Thompson joined the mission in
1876. Resigned.

Miss A. S. A. Norwood joined the mission
in 1877, and returned to Nova Scotia in 1886.

Miss C. H. Daniells joined the mission in
1878, and returned to the United States in
1884.

Rev. Wm. Ashmore, Jr., and wife joined
the mission in 1880.

Miss M. A. Buzzell joined the mission in
1884, and returned to the United States on
account of her health in 1887.

Miss C. M. Hess joined the mission in 1886.
Married Mr. Foster in 1889.

Rev. John M. Foster joined the mission in
1888.

Mrs. A. K. Scott, M. D., joined the mission
in 1889. .

Rev. J. W. Carlin and wife joined the mission
in 189o.

Miss M. K. Scott joined the mission in
18go.

Miss M. Dunwiddie joined the mission in
1890.

%he missionaries now (1891) on the field
are: Dr. and Mrs. Ashmore, Mr. and Mrs.
Foster, Dr. and Mrs. Carlin, Mrs. A. K. Scott,
M.D., Miss Scott and Miss Dunwiddie. In
the United States Mr. and Mrs. Partridge,
Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore and Miss Buzzell.

THE TIME IT TAKES.

REV.

SOME years ago, at the request of Dr.
Clough, I replied to a letter that had been sent
to him asking how long it took to baptize 2,222
converts. The letter found its way into the
Examiner, and was copied by Baptist papers all
over the world as a complete answer to the
absurd objection that 3,000 could not have been
baptized by immersion on the day of Pentecost.
The time it took two men to baptize 2,222 was

¢ about nine hours.

D. DOWNIE, D.D., NELLORE, INDIA.

This article, however, relates not to the time
it takes to baptize, but to the time it takes to
get around our fields in preaching the gospel.
It is not likely to be so popular, but itis os
even greater importance ; and the facts to be
stated, though not so palatable, will bear just as
careful examination. In a recent tour I had
traveiled ten miles by daylight without seeing
a single village, or even a hut. A stranger
would have said, ‘“What a sparsely settled
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HINDUISM DOOMED.— The Amrita Ba-
zar Patrika reasons out the problem thus:
*« To give up early marriage is to give up the
zenana system. To give up the zenana system
is to introduce the system of courtship. And
the introduction of courtship means the destruc-
tion of our caste; for if a Brahman girl takes a
fancy for a ¢“kyasta” and marries him, the
former will surely loose caste, and the latter
will find no place in society. The destruction
of the system of caste means the total destruc-
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tion of the Hindu religion. Thus the Hindus
cannot give up the system of early marriage
without destroying their society.” Observe,
in passing, how synonymous to the Hindu are
religion and society, and how convinced these
writers are that Hinduism is doomed, and that
its days are numbered. The reformers, the
Brahmos, and the Christians are succeeding in
their work of destruction, and Hindus are %ully
convinced of the fact.

MISSIONARY NEWS.

GENERAL. — 7%e Church at Hlome and Abroad
for September reports the death of five missionaries
of the Presbyterian Board, — three ladies in Siam,
and two gentlemen in America, one of whom was
killed by a railroad accident.—— The *Ninety-
ninth Annual Report of the English Baptist Mis-
sionary Society " reports 79 stations, 395 sub-stations,
121 missionaries, and 289 natwe evangelists. The
number of converts in the missions is not given.
The income of the society was £68,122-19—0 and
the expenditures £78,684-7-11.—— Although the
last year closed with a debt, the Board of Directors
of the London Missionary Society has resolved on
a strong advance, and an effort will be made to
increase the number of missionaries by 100 before
the centenary of the society in 1895. —— The Great
Church Missionary Society of England in last year
received £247,737-16-8 and expended £247,500-
18-2. The statistics of the missions are: Stations,
314. European Missionaries: Ordained, 317; lay,
53; ladies, 79; total, 449; native and Eurasian
clergy, 280; native lay teachers, 3,693; native com-
municants, 50,281; adherents, 193,736; schools,
1,845; scholars, 75,696.

INDIA. —The cultivation of opium in the Cawn-
pore District has become a losing business, and the
government offices have been closed. The Basel
German Evangelical Mission in Southwestern India
reports 125 European missionaries, 1§ native pastors,
231 other native helpers, and 5,197 communicants
in the churches. As a result of Dr. Pentecost's
last winter’s labors in Calcutta, more than 400
signed his covenant card, including thirty Bengali
gentlemen. The American Methodist missions
in Northern India are having a very interesting
work. In the Rohilcund District many converts
are being gathered into the churches. For the
whole mission the accessions averaged thirty a day
for two months. The Rev. P. M. Zenker writes
from Muttra, North India: “In my intercourse
with educated Hindus and Mohammedans on my
journeys through Muttra and Agra, in the railway
carriage, or in my study, it seemed to me the
impression is spreading that the war which Islam
and Hinduism wage with Christianity is hopeless.
With those who think, the feeling is gaining ground
that slowly but surely Christianity is advancing, and
resisting its progress is as vain as an attempt to
stem the tide of the ocean.”

. tianity.

CHINA. — Fifty missionaries have recently gone
to China in connection with the Scandinavian China
Alliance Mission, which is to work on the same lines
as the China Inland Mission, and in co-operation
with it. The missionaries are to be supported by
Scandinavian churches in America., —— It is said
that ninety-four of the 250 Protestant churches in
China are self-supporting.

JAPAN. — The only fully endowed High School
in the empire is at Yamaguchi, and this province
leads the country in education and intelligence. —
Poorhouses in Japan are not sustained by the gov-
ernment, but there are many suoported by voluntary
contributions from the wealthy. The Harns
School of Science has been opened in connection
with the “ Doshisha" or College of the American
Board at Kyoto, Japan. One gentleman in America
gave $100,000, of which $15,000 was used for the
building, and the remainder stands as an endow-
ment. —— The Ainos of Japan are found only on
the island of Yezo, and number about 15,000,

AFRICA. — Eastern. — The first two converts
among the famous Matabele tribe have just been
baptized, after thirty-six years of missionary labor.
King Khama has built a church for 3,000
hearers in his new capital, Palapye. —— Central. —
More than 200 Christian converts in Uganda have
suffered martyrdom, rather than give up their Chris-
Western. — The Southern Presbyterian
missionaries who have been on the Congo for some
time, selecting a site for their mission, have decided
to locate their first station at Boleke, at the junction
of the Kwango and the Kassai rivers. —— The new
King of Congo at San Salvador is a warm friend to
the Baptist Mission.

ISLES OF THE SEA.—There is a very
encouraging revival and many conversions among
the young people at Antananarivo, the capital of
Madagascar. In one district of Java there are
1,000 recent converts from Mohammedanism, a
result of the work of native Christians. In their
last battle with the Spaniards, 110 Ponape islanders
defeated 1,200 Spanish soldiers. As the islanders
are fighting for their homes, and for the privilege
of freedom of religion, the sympathy of all good-
minded people will go with them in their brave
struggle.




