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tians toward scriptural baptism, and believe that in this will not be found a peril to
the cause of evangelical faith in France, but rather the salvation of true religion from
the entangling alliances which are to many so alluring.

ASIATIC ORTHOGRAPHY. — The paragraph upon the various spellings of Asiatic
names which prevail even among well-informed persons has many illustrations. No
two of the standard encyclopadias or atlases have the same orthography. Rev. M.
C. Mason of Tura, Assam, furnishes the following curious example of the inconsist-
ency of the government of India itself in this matter.

A letter just received, and now lying before me, further illustrates your paragraph on orthog-
raphy (page 429, October MAGAZINE), for the letter was forwarded from another post office, so
that it received the post-office stamp upon entering Madaripur ; and upon leaving the same day,
the same office stamped it Madareepore, whereas the address was Afadaripore. Three spellings
on the face of the same letter, two of them printed by government at the same office on the same
day. The post-office stamp of Tura has had three different spellings since I came here.

Yours truly, M. C. MaASON.

“TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.” — A letter from Rev. M. C. Mason of Tura, Assam,
encloses an outline of a sermon by one of the native preachers, which states an
exceedingly interesting fact. He says that the Garos, in sacrificing to the various
demons or spirits which they worship, seem to fear they may have overlooked some ;
and so they offer a sacrifice to ¢ the spirits which in counting one cannot count, and
in naming cannot name.” Is not this the same feeling of uncertainty and dissatisfac-
tion in worship which led the Athenians to inscribe an altar ¢“ To THE UNKNOWN
Gop”? What an inestimable privilege it is to go to such people and say, *“ Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, Hiv declare I unto you.”

PERSONAL. — Miss C. M. Batterson’s death, noticed in the last MAGAZINE, occurred
in December at Rangoon, Burma. Rev. P. Frederickson and Rev. Isaac Cadman
arrived at Banana, Congo, October 24. Rev. William Ashmore, Jr., and wife
reached Swatow, China, October 31. Rev. J. S. Adams and wife of Kinhwa,
China, have arrived in England, where they will remain for some time.

NOTES.— An illustrated lecture on Siam, with views for the stereopticon, has
been prepared, which will be loaned gratuitously to Baptist churches and societies on
the home-field of the Missionary Union. We would like to have sent to the
editor of the MisstoNARY MAGAZINE the names of all Baptist churches which con-
tribute more for benevolence than they pay for their church expenses, with the
amount of their contributions last year. We do not wish that specially large con-
tributions of any church or any member of a church should be included, but only
those gifts which may be expected to be substantially maintained year by year.

BOOK NOTICES.— Dr. Mabie’s book, ¢ In Brightest Asia,” has been reccived
with great favor. It has been found necessary to order new editions to the number
of 5,000 copies. A great many were bought for presents to friends during the
holiday season, and with the numerous illustrations it makes a beautiful as well as
instructive present. Dr. A. T. Pierson has collected in book form his series of
articles in the Missionary Review on *¢ The Miracles of Missions.” Twelve of the
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desired very much to furnish a cheaper Bible to the Christians in Burma. They have
availed themselves of the modern processes of photo-engraving, and by having each
page of the larger Biblephotographed on a reduced scale, and plates made from these,
a Burman Bible has been printed in Boston which can be sold for one rupee. A
copy of the New Testament will be sold for eight annas, or eighteen cents. This
is a triumph of modern science, and will be a great blessing to the Burman Chris-
tians. As Dr. Jameson writes from Alton, Ill., where he is now, ¢* It is a wonderful
achievement, and meets a great want.” For attention to the details of the work and
seeing that all was properly done, credit is due to Mr. F. D. Phinney, now returned
to his post as superintendent of the American. Baptist Mission Press, Rangoon, and
to Rev. W. H. S. Hascall, formerly of Burma, but at present assistant pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Fall River, Mass.

PERSONAL. — Professor L. E. Martin and wife and Rev. O. R. McKay reached
Ongole, India, Dec. 1, 1891. Rev. R. R. Williams, D. D., and wife arrived at
Nellore, India, early in December. Miss Bertha Menke was married in Stettin,

Germany, in December, and has retired from the missionary service. The
date of Miss C. M. Batterson’s death at Henzada, Burma, was December 1o.
Rev. A. A. Hallam and wife arrived safely at Gauhati, Assam, December 13. Mrs.

C. M. Hill, of Bexley, Liberia, formerly supported by the Woman’s Baptist Foreign
Society of the West, died July 26, 1891. Rev. W. H. Brodt reached Swatow,
China, December 12; also Miss A. M. Ross, M. D. Rev. W. H. Cossum and
wife arrived at Ningpo, China, December 15.—— Mr. W. M. Biggs and Mrs.
Thomas Moody have safely arrived on the Congo.

THE KAREN MISSION in Northern Siam has been carried on by means of native
missionaries from Burma, and is now included in the statistics of the Maulmein field,
although far away. In April, 1890, Rev. Myatsa, with his wife and a Karen woman
and a young man from Siam, set out on the journey from Maulmein to Lakon, the
district of the northern Siam missions. Since then nothing has been heard from
them, although two parties have been sent in search of them, under the direction of
Rev. J. L. Bulkley of Maulmein. Their route was followed a distance beyond the
Siam border, and then all traces were lost. It is feared that they may have been
murdered.

THE CONFERENCE of Baptist Missionaries in Burma met at Henzada November g
and 6, and was an excellent meeting, with a paper by Mrs. A. M. Bailey, on ¢ How
shall we win and hold our young people for Christ?” and an address by Rev. J. N.
Cushing, D. D., on the relations with the British and Foreign Bible Society, and a
sermon by Rev. F. P. Sutherland. The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Burma
Baptist Missionary Convention followed, and continued from November 7tog. The
sessions of the convention were taken up with reports and the usual convention
business. There were three annual sermons: in Burman, by Saya Taik; in Karen,
by Thra Te Naw, and in English, by Rev. H. H. Tilbe. Next year there will be
annual sermons in the three languages mentioned and also in Telugu. This is a
striking illustration of the polyglot character of the people of Burma.

The officers elected for the year are as follows: President, Rev. W. F. Thomas ;
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SKETCHES OF THE SWATOW MISSION—I.

REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE, D. D.

SwATOW is one of the ports of China opened
by treaty to foreign trade. It is situated in the
northeastern part of the great province of
Quang-Tung, or, as it is anglicized, Canton,
which signifies the province of the Broad East;
and it lies directly on the Tropic of Cancer.

The mission of our denomination here was
started in 1860. It has worked its way along
under most of the ordinary and some extraor-
dinary difficulties which beset new missions.
It has passed through notable vicissitudes, and
had some trying as well as some blessed ex-
periences. It has been thought well that a
few of these experiences should be placed upon
the record.

It is not proposed to write a continuous
history of the mission, which might prove
wearisome to the general reader, but to present
a few sketches, one of which— this present
one —shall be introductory ; the second. per-
sonal and chronological, and the others deal
with particular experiences and incidents in
the rise and progress of the present member-
ship, now amounting to about 1,100, scattered
over an extent of country nearly as large as
the state of Massachusetts, meeting for worship
in more than thirty different places, and cared
for by nearly as many movable evangelists
and local volunteer helpers. In this way ex-
periences and incidents of a kind can be
grouped together.

By way of introduction, then, we note the
condition of things which prepared the way for
the opening of this new mission.

RACE HOMOGENEITY OF THE CHINESE.
The great multitudinous Chinese people is all
of one single stock. They all have the same
general features, the same black hair, the same
almond-shaped eyes, the same glossy black
pupils, the same irregular noses, the same
saffron-colored tint, the same books and litera-
ture, the same general customs and habits and
ideas and proclivities and superstitions and
beliefs. They are Chinamen, the whole of
them, and the admixture of a little Mongol and

Manchu blood does not affect the sum total.

RACE DIFFERENTIATION.

Yet there are differences so marked that men
of different sections can be distinguished at

once — differences even of facial expression,
between the men of the East and the men of
the West, the men of the Northand the men of
the South —the men of one province and the
men of another province. A Canton man
differs from a Fokien man, and a Fokien man
from a Shanghai man, and a Shanghai man
from a Peking man. Especially are these differ-
ences in dialect, which render it impossible for
the people of one region to understand the
people of another region, as it is for a Spaniard
to understand an Italian, though their languages
are both derived from the Latin. They all
started out with acommon speech ; but by wide-
spread separation from each other, continued
through ages and ages, and the natural tendency
of language to vary its pronunciation from
generation to generation, they have come grad-
ually to reproduce among themselves the dis-
cords of Babel.

It can hardly be questioned that the ancestors
of all this people came from the plain of Shinar
after the confusion of tongues. Their foot-
steps are traced coming from the west and the
southwest, down the great gorges of the Yellow
River and possibly of the Yangtsi. Then they
multiplied and filled the land, spreading them-
selves northward to the bleak steppes of Tar-
tary, eastward to the waters of the great
sea, and southward to the sunny plains of the
tropics.

FIVE BRANCHES OF THE FAMILY SOUTH AND
EAST.

Five branches of this strange family are found
off towards the southeast.

The Cochin Chinese, occupying Anam and
now partially in the possession of the French,
have spread over the extreme Southeast.

The Hainanese occupy chiefly the island of
Hainan, though their language, with variations,
is used to a more or less extent over on the
coast of the mainland.

Zhe Cantonese or Pun-tis fill the bulk of the
great province whence they take their name,
and their language must be used by at least
fifteen or twenty millions. The word Pun-ti
means simply ‘‘the natives,” and is used to
distinguish them from the next class.

The Hak-kas come wedged in along a moun-
tainrange —as awedge isdriven in between the
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two sides of a log that is being split, or as a
seam of some other kind of rock in a great ledge
of granite. In the valleys are the Puntis, or the
original settlers. On the mountain ridges are
the Hak-kas, or, as they are called here, the
Khe-ke; that is, the “ household of strangers,”
so called because they have come from the
North. The little end of the wedge is at
Canton city, — still forcing its way among the
Puntis with many a bitter feud and bloody fight,
— while the large end is found inland far up in
the heart of China. It is estimated that there
are some sixteen or eighteen millions of them
of one distinctive speech before they blend
with the mandarin-speaking masses, from which
they came.

The Fokien Family.— Up the coast beyond
the Cantonese lines, and occupying a part of
two provinces, is the fifth of these great families.
The present stock came from the Northeast.
The great portion of this family is in the Fo-
kien Province, from whence comes the name.
But an aggressive wing of it pushed on farther
south, and forms what is now known as the
Swatow people. The Amoy and Swatow dia-
lects are so closely related that a person who
has gotten the one, could easily acquire the
other. Altogether, these two branches, known
a generation ago by the name of Fokien men,
number some eighteen or twenty millions.

It is concerning our mission work at Swatow
among the smaller and the younger portion of
the Fokien family that we are now to speak.
But now we must go back a little.

MONSTER JUNKS OF HALF A CENTURY AGO.

Half a century ago China was shut, with its
gates all double barred and bolted. The only
spot accessible with safety to the foreign foot
was a small patch of ground at Canton city, on
which were situated the famous but long since
departed Zhirteen Hongs, or foreign factories,
or foreign warehouses, as they might be called.
The old East India Company had founded the
place. As the ships of the company came and
went, they passed muititudes of Chinese trading
junks up and down the coast. These were
- Cochin Chinese, but they did not amount to
much, and did not venture far away. Then
there were the Hainan junks, but neither were
they ever seen far from home. Then began to
be seen the Cantonese junks, They were built
with more artistic skill, and were good sailers.
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Occasionally they ventured off into strange
distant waters, but as a rule their abundant
commerce was confined to the bays that indent
their coast and to .their inland waters. But
there was still another class, and they were a
class by themselves. As compared with ordi-
nary Chinese craft, they were a sort of marine
monsters. They were huge in size, and of a
carrying capacity equal to that of the largest
sailing ships that came from the West. They
were driven by mat sails of dimensions simply
stupendous. They did not hang around the
home shores, as did all the others. They struck
out boldly into the open sea, and visited such
distant places as Siam and Batavia and Singa-
pore. As they went breezing their way against
the sea in front, with their lofty red painted
sterns and bows high up in the air as the
main-top of a ship, the English sailors, if down
below, would rush on deck to look, with a
mingled expression of mirth and wonder.

WHENCE CAME THESE BOLD SAILORS?

Whence came these junks, and who manned
them with such clumsy and yet consummate
skill? They were known as Fokien junks, and
the men were all called Fokien men. They
came from that part of the coast between
&Swatow and Amoy. The feature of their dress
which distinguished them from others of their
countrymen wearing the same wide trousers and
cotton jackets, was their head-gear. A long,
dark-colored sash, with usually some bright-
colored thread worked in at the ends, was wound
around their heads and made into a graceful tur-
ban. They were a rough, hardy, noisy, vocifer-
ous, pushing, driving, enterprising set of fellows.
They were great sailors, — the real maritime
people of China. They guided their way along
from headland to headland — every one of which
some of their best pilots knew by sight —for
six hundred miles; then they went by compass
or soundings until they reached their desired
haven.

Along their own coast they were wonderfully
expert in the use of soundings. They judged
by depth, by sight of the deposit brought up,
and by taste of the mixture of mud and sand;
and they knew the composition of the bed of
the sea all the way down from Amoy to Pulo
Oby, as well as fishermen at home were said to
know it from Cape Cod to Martha's Vineyard.
They were not only a race of traders and sail-
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ors, but they were a migratory people as well.
Their own villages were overcrowded, and so
they went south, as with us people *“ go west.”
They abounded in Java, and all along the coast
of Malacca, and were pouring into Singapore.
Siam especially was filling up with them. Hun-
dreds of thousands of them had gone there.
One object of the great junks spoken of was to
carry emigrants, and they would start out with
a thousand people on board, nearly all of whom
were going for the first time, and a large part
of whom expected to spend there the fulness
of their lives.

AN INVITING FIELD FOR MISSION EFFORT.

Of course such a people presented a most
interesting field for missions. But as they
could not be reached in their own lands, plans
began to be laid to reach them abroad. Mis-
sion work was begun among them at Singapore
and Malacca and Siam. The early mission-
aries, Morrison, Milne, and Medhart, were in-
terested in them; Dr. Gutzlaff went especially
to start work in Siam. Various other pioneers
were associated with them. It was working at
arms’ length and at great disadvantage, but the
only way of reaching certain portions of the
Chinese people was from these distant coun-
tries. It had soon become known to those in-
terested, that the Fokien men included two*
dialects, distinct and yet kindred,— the Amoy
dialect and the Swatow dialect, as the latter is
now called,—and arrangements were made to
work them separately. So some gave them-
selves to the former, under the name Hokeen
dialect, and some to the latter, under the name
of Zie-Chiu dialect.
THE AMOY CENTRE OPENED BY THE WAR OF

1842. )

The first opening of China followed the close
of the Anglo-Chinese war of 1842. Amoy was
one of the five ports made accessible to foreign-
ers. In joy and expectancy the Hokeen-speak-
ing missionaries pulled up their stakes, bade
adieu to *¢ The Straits Settlements,” and made
for Amoy, while others hastened to join them.
Abeel, the Stronach brothers, John and Alex-
ander, are honored names among the Amoy
pioneers.

OUR OWN WORK BEGAN AMONG EMIGRANTS TO
SIAM.

As yet there was no opening for Tie-Chiu

missionaries. Our own Missionary Union had
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decided to commence work among the Chinese,
and the emigrants in Siam that came from Swa-
tow region furnished the most inviting field.
Mr. Dean and then Mr. Goddard went to Bang-
kok, and initiated labor among them. But this
was only preliminary. After a while Dr. Dean
removed to the newly opened British port of
Hongkong, which contained a few thousands
of the same Tie-Chiu speaking people. It was
still laboring under great disadvantage ; but the
new approach had the advantage of being
within a few tens of miles of thickly studded
Tie-Chiu villages on the mainland, and within
a hundred and ninety miles of the port of emi-
gration, instead of sixteen or eighteen hundred
miles away, as the first places had been. Dr.
Dean left and went home, and the Hongkong
station remained in charge of Mr. Johnson.

THE SWATOW CENTRE OPENED BY THE WAR
or 1858.

The second war with China brought changes
of vital importance to the Tie-Chiu Mission.
A new list of ports was opened; among them
was Chau-Chau-Fu, the capital of the Tie-
Chiu-speaking district. This included Swatow
as the port of entry, and the eventful years of
1857 and 1858 marked the rise of this new and
important mart of foreign trade. For this
selection the Christian as well as the mercan-
tile world must recognize its large indebtedness
to the late Hon. S. Wells Williams. He was
himself interested in our mission, and laid him-
self out to secure a place where not only trade
could be carried on, but where we could get
access to our dialect-speaking people. Some
other places were talked of that would have
been of no help to us.

ACCESS TO THE MAINLAND AT LAST.

And so at last after sixteen years more of
waiting, the way was open to the Swatow
branch of the Fokien family to have missions
planted in their own home-land, where the
people formed an integral part of the great
population. As soon as possible the Hong-
kong army of occupation, consisting of one
person, now reinforced by another, — the writer
of this article, — which made a solid column of
two, prepared to march on the main body of the
enemy. And now is to come the history of the
actual Swatow Mission, with its vicissitudes,
down to the present hour.
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religion is held by the people of any particular country. There is also a chart
showing the relative proportion of the world’s population which is counted under
the various religions, and the statistics of population are revised to date. Jt is
practically a new map, and handsomer as well as more valuable than the old. The
Messrs. Colton deserve the thanks of the Christian world for the care and expense
they have bestowed upon this map. It is an education in missions to look at it.
The regular price of the map is $20; but the American Baptist Missionary Union
has secured an edition with Baptist mission stations specially marked, which is sold
at $15, on application to the Mission Rooms, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass.

THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY UNION will hold its ninth annual meeting at
Clifton Springs, N. Y., June 8-15, 1892.

All persons, either men or women, who are or have been foreign missionaries
in any field or of any Evangelical society, constitute the only membership of the
Union, and will be entertained without cost during the week. Provision cannot be
made for the children of missionaries. Missionary candidates under actual appoint-
ment will, as far as practicable, be hospitably entertained. Board in private houses
can be obtained by other persons attending, at from $6 to $8 per week.

The sessions for 1892 promise to be of great interest. Dr. Mabie, secretary of the
American Baptist Missionary Union, will tell of his observations in his round-the-
world visit among the missions. The sessions of the Union are open to the public;
the right of debate being reserved to the members, except on invitation of the body.
Clifton Springs is on the Auburn division of the New York Central Railroad. For
other information address the secretary, Wm. H. Belden, Bristol, Conn.

NOTEs.— This number of the MAGAZzINE is delayed a few days for the purpose of
printing the donations received in the month of March. The number is so large that
an unusual length of time was required to prepare them for the printer. Tre
Missionary Herald (Boston) for April contains a fine map of Protestant missions in
Japan, showing every station, and every church of all denominations of Protestant
Christians. The region about Banza Manteke where the great revival occurred in
our Congo Mission a few years ago now furnishes 30,000 carriers for the transport
work.

PERSONAL.— Rev. F. E. Warner of Rangoon, Burma, has returned to America,
and is now general secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Association at Batavia,
N. Y. Rev. A. Billington of Bwemba, Congo, reached London March 1.
Mr. Thomas Hill sailed from Boston April 2 for Matadi, Congo Free State.
Rev. L. A. Eaton reached Bangkok, Siam, December 19. Rev. William C.
Owen and wife arrived at Bapatla, India, February 13, having assumed charge of
that work in the absence of Rev. Edwin Bullard in America. Mr. Alfred Copp
and family reached Kinwha, China, November 9, and assumed the care of the work.

ILLNESS OF MRS. GUINNESS, — Thousands of people in America will be sorry to
learn that Mrs. Guinness of London was stricken down by paralysis on February 29.
She was entirely helpless for a time, but had somewhat recovered up to the Sth of
March, although she was not then considered out of danger. While Dr. Guinness
devoted himself specially to teaching in the Missionary College and to literary work,
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tion, art, industry, and civilization in Christian
homes and communities, in the domestic and
social life of Christian lands, and plant it in
the midst of heathenism; not the seeds only,
but the ripened fruits of the Christian religion,
that heathen eyes may see its marked superior-
ity by the visible contrasts at their very doors?

General Booth would destroy the moral
corruption of London by scattering it. God
would destroy the darkness and corruption of
the world by scattering into it the purer and
better life of his people. ¢ Ye are the light
of the world and the salt of the earth,” said
Christ. A bit, a specimen, of Christian civili-
zation in the midst of a heathen community
as a divine object lesson — who can tell how
effective it would be as an enforcement of the
preaching of the gospel? It might be like a
piece of sound flesh inserted in the midst of
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a painful burn, and become a point of healing,
a beginning of cicatrization. Is it a chimeri-
cal dream that the missionary spirit may
become so widespread and controlling that,
instead of sending out missionaries one by
one, or ten by ten, we may yet send out whole
communities, and colonization become an eftec-
tive method of evangelization? If the induce-
ment offered was gold or land, glittering sands
or fertile ficlds, the roads to the new California
or Oklahoma would be crowded with the
incoming settlers. Shall not the glory of
God's spreading kingdom and the promised
new heavens and new earth offer an equal
inducement to the hearts of God's people,
and the possession and redemption of the
waste places of the earth for Christ inspire to
a holy emigration?

SKETCHES OF THE SWATOW MISSION—IIL.
REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE, D. D.
PERSONAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL.

IT will be borne in mind that missions to
Chinese speaking the Swatow dialect had been
commenced in Siam in the year 1833. The
selection of that place was because large num-
bers of Swatow people had emigrated to that
region, and because access could not be had
to them in their own country. Dr. Dean had
gone there in 1835, Mr. Goddard in 1840;
but both had gone away, leaving the place
vacant when Mr. Ashmore went there in 1851.

Subsequently a pew mission was opened for
the same people in Hongkong, to which
many of them resorted for trade, and because
it was much nearer the region of the Swatow-
dialect-speaking people.  Dr. Dean had set-
tled there from Siam in 1842, and was joined
by Mr. Johnson in 1847. The former returned
to America, and the latter was left for several
years alone, until Mr. Ashmore joined him in
1857, in the early part of the year, immediately
after which Mr. Johnson left for America.

1857-58.—In these years occurred the events
which prepared the way for the long-desired
access to Swatow itself. The second war with
China had commenced, and was dragging its
slow length along. A fresh treaty was con-
cluded, and several new ports were opened.

Among them was Swatow. After some little
delay, the opportunity was ripe. Mr. Johnson
and Mr. Ashmore had consulted, and were of
one mind. But the former had gone to Amer-
ica, and the initiative had to be taken by Mr.
Ashmore. He went up to Swatow, looked
over the field, decided on a plan, and sent
home a report to the Executive Committee,
asking for the needed authorization and grants;
and with that report commenced the distinc-
tive history of the Swatow Mission.

1859.—At the May meetings, on motion of
Dr. Malcolm, a vote was passed in favor of
two men being sent to labor at Hongkong
and in the Tie-Chiu district. The use of the
word ¢ Hongkong™ was an anachronism, as
there had long been a mission in Hongkong.
Reference was doubtless had to the new port
of Swatow in the Tie-Chiu district, about which
a report had been sent home to the Executive
Committee. In June, immediately after the
May meetings, the Executive Committee voted,
«That Mr. Ashmore be requested to repair
to the Tie-Chiu district, to open a mission
station there, at such place as he may deem
most judicious, renting the necessary prem-
ises.” While waiting for their answer to come,
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Mr. Ashmore was stricken down with one of
the most destructive diseases of the tropics.
December 24 Mr. and Mrs. Johnson arrived,
accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Sawtelle, to find
Mr. Ashmore wasted to a skeleton, just on the
threshold of death’s door. Mrs. Johnson was
a nurse of rare skill, and under her kindly care
be rallied back to the land of the living.
1860.— In March Mr. Ashmore was put on a
ship, and sent to America to regain his health.
Later in the month Mr. Johnson went up to

-
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1861.— Tat-Hau-Po first occupied as a sta-
tion. Plans laid for a beginning at the Hu
City. In April Mr. and Mrs. Sawtelle re-
moved from Hongkong to Double Island, to
remain only five months. In the same month
the Hongkong property was sold for $20,500;
a house was bought on Double Island for
$3,000. In September Mr. and Mrs. Sawtelle
went home, and returned no more. Mr. John-
son tried to get a house in Swatow for chapel
use, but nobody would sell or rent — dangerous

PREACHERS AND BIBLE STUDENTS AT SWATOW.

Swatow, to carry out the cherished plan already
started. In June he removed his family to
Double Island, and the actual mission was now
fairly inaugurated. A house was rented for six
months. Two old Christians baptized in Siam
by Mr. Goddard now returned to their own
villages, and a group of workers from Hong-
kong formed the seed corn of the new enter-
prise. The country was in an unsettled state.
Clan feuds were going on ; infanticide and
the sale of infants prevailed to a fearful extent.

even to visit the place. Mission staff at this
time, four evangelists: A Tui, A To, A San,
A In, —two baptized at Double Island.
1862. — Work confined to Double Island
and Tat-Hau-Po. Country all disorganized;
remains of Tai-Ping Rebellion, which had swept
through western border. Six converts bap-
tized, among them a small military officer, and
the beloved Chai Khi, of blessed memory. Mr.
Ashmore ready to return from America, but
funds too low on account of the war at home.
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1863.— In March Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore
sailed in the ¢ Benefactor™ via Cape of Good
Hope. Continual apprehension on account of
Confederate cruisers. Work began at Chung
Lim. Mr. and Mrs. Telford arrived from
Siam. In July Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore reached
Swatow, and were quartered at Double Island
with Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. British consul
driven back from Hu City; his boat stoned.
Our preachers managed, at great risk, to hire a
small upstairs room for themselves in the Hu
City. Seven baptisms this year, making six-
teen since coming to Swatow ; thirty communi-
cants at Lord’s Supper.

1864.—In January Mr. Ashmore removed to
Kak-Chieh, took a small rative house in a
side alley, as no other could be had;: at the
same time bought the compound where the
mission now is, for about $80o. In May Mr.
and Mrs. Telford went to America via San
Francisco. Double Island was becoming de-
serted. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson decided to
remove to the new compound purchased by
Mr. Ashmore. Mr. Johnson opened a station
at Tang Leng. Mr. Ashmore opened one at
Tie Ie, also started street preaching at Swa-
tow. Fifteen baptized, total forty-three. Some
village preaching done, but people usually
found too turbulent.

1865. — Mr. Ashmore built, and occupied as
a dwelling, a small house in the valley of the
compound, since then enlarged, and now known
as ‘‘the Students’ House.” Mr. Johnson
‘moved up from Double Island; occupied a
house in Kak-Chieh while building a perma-
nent house on the new compound. At Hu
City an attempt made to identify Christian
converts with Fokien rebels. At Tie le a
disturbance and mob on account of the conver-
sion. In November, sixty-two sat down atcom-
munion, fifty of whom had been baptized since
the removal of the mission from Hongkong.
Some exclusions have taken place.

1866. — Much time taken up in house build-
ing and getting ready for permanent opera-
tions. Hindered by the difficulty of getting
lumber, on account of the vicinity of the rebels
to the pine forests. Mr. Johnson's house and
Mr. Ashmore's house near completion. At
Swatow a chapel hired by Mr. Ashmore. Mis-
sionaries take part in an English service. New
station opened at Ampo. Mob attacked the
chapel, and Mr. Ashmore stoned out of town.

Swatow Mission. [May,
Death of Chai-Khi; bitter were the tears we
shed. Hu Sin Say and Chong Chi from Jio
Pheng, helpers of Mr. Ashmore.

1867. — Mr. Johnson organized the converts
into churches at Hu City and Chung Lim.
Ordination of A Sun and A In. One mission
chapel mobbed and levelled to the ground,
another one assailed. In May, seventy-two at
communion. The Students’ Class organized
by Mr. Ashmore. The Pentateuch thoroughly
studied. Mr. Johnson visited Ko-Tung, in Jio
Pheng. Double Island property sold in July.
Swatow grown to three times its size when
we came.

1868. — Less disturbance in the country. A
In, one of the ordained men, withdrew for a
time from the work of the mission. Much use
made of leaflets printed at Swatow. Trouble
at Tang Leng. Baptism and Lord's Supper
had to be deferred. Mr. Ashmore opened the
Kiet Ine station. Declaration of mission policy.

1869.— In midsummer Mr. Johnson returned
to America for a change. He suffered almost
constantly from the effects of a sunstroke. No
external changes in the work. The preachers
pinned down to a few cardinal truths in their
preaching to the heathen. A continual ten-
dency to diffuseness to be checked. Baptized,
during the year, thirty.

1870. — Mr. Ashmore alone in charge. The
members were led to undertake the support
of two evangelists, at $#4 a month each.
Baptized thirty-five. Country much disorgan-
ized; clan feuds, piracies, and robberies of
every-day occurrence.

1871. — Bible study prosecuted with special

vigor. Some of the epistles committed to
memory. Romans memorized by one of the
preachers. The Pentateuch mastered by the

class, so that any incident called for could be
given, chapter and verse. Baptized forty.
Mr. Johnson returned late in the season, hav-
ing been absent two years.

1872.—Two stations and two preacherslargely
supported by the native Christians.  Began to
press the distinction between evangelists and
pastors.  Our preachers were to be evangel-
ists ; not acceptable to some of them who liked
to settle down at stations. Forty-one baptized,
$331 contributed.  Mr. Johnson died Oct. 21,
1872, of apoplexy, which had long threatened
him; a man of rare excellence of character,
profoundly lamented.
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1873.— In February Miss Fielde returned
from America, to start Bible-woman’'s work at
Swatow, for which she had uncommon ability.
In March Mr. Partridge came up from Bangkok,
to join the Swatow Mission. Good congrega-
tions in Swatow, — from sixty to a hundred day
by day.

1874. — Miss Fielde built her house on the
hill.  Bible-women’s house and preachers’
house and schoolhouses erected a little later.
The famous General Pang still ¢ pacifying”
the country.  Drum-head court martials the
order of the day; 4,000 offenders decapitated
in about two or three years; hundreds of vil-
lages burnt wholly or in part by General Pang’s
order. Peace and order restored.

1875. — Mr. Ashmore went home to Amer-
ica, whither Mrs. Ashmore had preceded him
more than two years. Trouble between two of
the preachers, which led to the discipline of
both. Still urging the churches to become self-
nourishing in the New Testament sense. In
November Mr. and Mrs. McKibben arrived.
Baptized forty-nine.

1876. — Miss Fielde undertook the care of
a boys’ school in addition to her other work.
Troublous times and persecutions. Pestilen-
tial diseases abroad, cholera and smallpox.

1877. —Pe Tha and Hue Cheng stations
opened, largely through efforts of Miss Fielde.
Miss Thompson arrived, to be associated with
Mr. McKibben.  Boys' schoolhouse built
under the superintendence of Mr. Partridge.
In December Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore returned,
accompanied by Miss Norwood, to be asso-
ciated with Miss Fielde in Bible-woman’s
work. Seventeen stations, 169 baptisms.

1878.— Mr. and Mrs. Partridge back to
America. Stations now increased to twenty-
five, of which eighteen, including those of Mr.
Partridge, temporarily were under the care of
Mr. Ashmore. The remaining seven were trans-
ferred to Mr. McKibben. Fifteen evangelists,
113 baptisms. Continual solicitude on account
of the disposition of the members to desire
consular help. Great danger of corrupting the
church. Miss Dr. Daniells arrived, to open a
medical department.

1879. — Mr. McKibben made his attempt to
buy a valuable piece of property at the Hu
City. Hitherto we had rented only, which
had not been difficult. The mandarin made a
determined fight, threatening with death the
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poor man who had sold the lot, and it had to
be given up.  Still suffering greatly from false
applicants for membership, who wished to
make the church a cave of Adullam, some of
its own members parties to it.

1880. — In the early part of the year Mr.
and Mrs. Ashmore, Jr., joined the mission.
Towards the end of the year, Mr. and Mrs.
Partridge returned from America. Very busy
with important issues affecting the inner life of
the church, such as self-nutrition, relation of
converts to their own government, evangeliza-
tion of the villages.

1881. — Mr. McKibben decided to turn his
attention to the Hakkas. Miss Fielde trans-
ferred her Bible-women’s work to Miss Nor-
wood, in order to devote her time to the
preparation of a dictionary. Miss Thompson
engaged in helping Miss Norwood. Out stations
increased to thirty-two. Preachers employed
and unemployed, twenty ; Bible-women, twenty ;
baptisms, ninety-nine.

1882. —In the early part of the year Mr.
and Mrs. McKibben and Miss Thompson
ended their connection with the Tie Chiu
work, as it is called, and devoted themselves
exclusively to Hakka. Mrs. Partridge died,
leaving the whole mission overwhelmed in
grief. Miss Fielde went to Shanghai, to super-
intend the printing of her dictionary. Mr.
Ashmore, who had been suffering for two years
with inflamed eyes, ordered to Japan for the
summer.

1883. — Great efforts made to get all the
preachers to be less confined to station work,
and engage in more energetic evangelization of
the unreached villages. Mr. McKibben driven
back from Toa Po by persecuting literati.
Mung-Kiu-Liang occupied as a centre.

1884. — Mr. McKibben on the way back to
America; resigned the succeeding year. Mr.
Partridge returned, bringing Mrs. Partridge
and Miss Buzzell, both new comers. Miss
Daniells returned to America ; afterwards served
as home secretary to the Women's Society of
the West. Great disturbances on account of
the French War. Two chapels looted and
destroyed, others assailed. A bad cholera
year. Schools had to be dismissed. Typhoon
destroyed mission boats.

1885. — Mr. Ashmore returned to America
on account of Mrs. Ashmore’s health. She
rallied for a while, but the complaint returned.
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GENERAL ARTICLES.

CHINA, THE GREATEST MISSION FIELD IN THE WORLD.

REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE, D.D., SWATOW.

THis use of the superlative is becoming
hackneyed. Yet here it is in order — and it is
in order because it is true, and because any-
thing short of a superlative would be short of
the truth.

And here are some of the reasons for say-
ing so:—

1. The empire of China lies in what people
in western lands wounld call **the zone of
power.” 1t covers a great area between great
cold and great heat. It hasa Mississippi Valley
of its own, with a soil rich and fertile, with
mineral supplies inexhaustible bencath. The
Creator has stored away for coming use enor-
mous resources. This is a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and depths, that spring out
-of valleys and hills ; aland of wheat and barley,
and vines and fig trees, and oranges and sugar
«cane; a land of olive oil and honey; a land
where stones are iron, and out of whose hills
you may dig brass. It is the zone of the
greatest productive richness; the zone of the
highest possibilities of development, as writers
on such subjects would say in America when
talking of capabilities of races.

/. China contains a vastly greater multitude
of people than any other single mission-field of
the world — 100,000,000 more than all India;
200,000,000 more than all Central Africa;
300,000,000 more than all Polynesia, and at
least 360,000,000 more than Assam, Burma,
and Siam combined. It has single provinces
larger than two or three ordinary western king-
doms put together, and populations in some
of these single provinces to exceed that of a
European empire.

11, The three hundred and eighty odd mil-
lions of China are all of one family stock —a
homogeneous people with one written language,
and one literature, and one religion, and one
code of laws, and one governmental admin-
istration, and one system of usages, and one
social order. All read the same books; and
though there are variations of dialect, yet no
less than 150,000,000 of them use one dialect
in common. Work on such a people will

in the end go farther and count for more
than among smaller nations and disintegrated
tribes.

IV. The Chinese are a most ancient people;
they are the gray-heads among the nations.
Before Iingland, before France, before Ger-
many, before Greece, before Rome, Dbefore
Babylon, before lsrael went out of Egypt—
before them all, was China and the Chinese.
Their family line can be traced back almost to
the plain of Shinar. Their early history takes
in ¢ the chief things of the ancient mountains.”
Of ancient times the development of their na-
tional traits began. Their cult outages that
of all the nations except two or three; their
‘“antiquity is of ancient days.” Of all the
nations mentioned in ancient history and Holy
Writ—and there were not less than seventy ot
them —only two survive to-day, and one of
them is scattered among the nations, awaiting
its resurrection call; China is the other. The
earth has become the graveyard of the old-time
nations. One after another has God said of
them, ** I will dig thy grave, for thou art vile."
One after another have they been ¢ brought
down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” Egypt
is dead and buried, and Edom and Midian and
Palestine ; the worm is spread under them, and
the worms cover them. DMedia is dead, and
Persia is dead. Nineveh is dead —she is
*“become a pool of water.” God has com-
manded concerning her, ** that no more of her
name be sown.”  And Babylon — great Babylon
—also is dead; dead and buried 2,500 years
ago. Babylon the splendid —her pomp is
brought down to the grave. Babylon the
mighty — the hammer of the whole earth is cast
out like an abominable branch. But China!
China still lives ; the land of Sinim is still there
in the hands of the same people that held it
when Isaiah wrote. China, the sole survivor
as a nation, still walks the earth with more
people sleeping below ground than any of the
ancient nations ever had, and more people
above ground than any of the nations have
to-day. This tremendous burden of years is
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entitled to respect. ** Thou shalt rise up before
the hoary head and honor the face of the old
man and fear thy God.” If there is to be any
sort of missionary precedence among the tribes
and nations, then China, the ancient field, has
a prominent claim. The younger are not all
to be waited upon first, and the elders left to
the last.

V. The Chinese are physically a tough and
hardy and wiry people. Their ability to endure
vicissitudes and tension and hardship im-
presses even the passing stranger. They are
not made of that fragile kind of clay which
enters into the composition of so many Asiatics.
They will outwork and outstrip and outwear
any of the common tribes of Southern Asia.
They have wearing qualities and lasting quali-
ties beyond those exhibited by the common
run of Javanese, Burmese, Malays, Siamese,
Tamils, and Bengalis. The native Indian
cannot endure any great change of climate.
Take him away from his own warm sunshine,
and he shrivels like a frost-bitten leaf. The
Chinaman can live anywhere. Send him to
Singapore, directly under the equator, and
before the year is up he is inured to it like a
Malay. Put him in the cold regions of Canada
and Siberia, and he learns to endure snow-
storms like a Canadian or Cossack; and so he
will wear and wear on after Greenlanders and
Sandwich Islanders and Hill tribes are worn
out and used up, with but odds and ends and
tailings left, to be like old tools in the junk-
house of humanity. We do not believe in a
policy of skipping over weak and helpless tribes
and picking out the great nations to be the
recipients of missionary grace, but neither do
we believe in a policy of giving the great
nations the go-by, without a fair proportion of
men and means being given to them. It was
the promise of Christ that His disciples should
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit should
remain. Staying qualities in a race are worth
something. ¢ Amos, what seest thou? a basket
of summer fruit.” See how carefully the sum-
mer fruit of the Sandwich Islands has been
cared for. We should not be less anxious to
gather in fruit that will remain in a missionary
sense.

VI. The intellectual traits of the Chinese are
as striking as their physical. In tough and
rugged and often ungainly bodies, there are
rugged, brusque, and sturdy intellects. As there
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is no run-down vitality in the one, so there is
no run-down mentality in the other. The
distinguishing characteristic of their intellectual
make-up is common sense. They are an in-
tensely practical people ; they reason slowly and
cautiously along the lines of their premises;
and when they reach conclusions, they hold on
to them with the grip of bull-dogs. That they
blunder in their reasoning, it is true; but the
cause of it is to be looked for in defective
premises, through excessive ignorance, rather
than in lame logical process. Enlighten them,
and they will be behind no people in the world
for sound reasoning. They are not given to
fanciful theorizing and ingenious speculation.
Like so many Asiatics, the practical value, the
common-sense application, the real availability
of things is what always enlists their attention.
A speculation which starts in mist and ends in
fog, which amounts to nothing, and achieves
nothing, has no attraction for them. This of
itself is a characteristic of great value. Asiatic
drift is in the other direction. A great correc-
tive is needed, and it will be found in this part
of the world in the assured solidity of the
Chinese.

Beyond dispute the Chinese are gifted with
a high and lofty quality of human intellect. It
is capable of mighty achievements ; its possess-
ors can compete with champion men in western
universities, and its diplomatists can vie with
statesmen in western cabinets. The political
economist has his feelings moved by seeing
vast stretches of territory overgrown with
weeds, or vast mineral resources beneath the
soil unworked. More moving than all this,
and moving to an infinite degree to the Chris-
tian economist, is all this unworked mass of
human intellect and human heart—such a
tremendous mass of power—all running to
waste, and so much of it worse than running
to waste : utilized to turn the devil's mills and
grind the devil’s grist.

VII. The moral capacities of the Chinese,
their qualities of heart and conscience, are also
o be taken into account. Corrupt and wicked
and addicted to various vices, to gambling and
opium smoking, more particularly selfish and
hard-hearted, they are as matters of course ; for
they are worshippers of idols, and are led cap-
tive by Satan at his will. Yet in some things
the Chinese stand head and shoulders above
others around them. They have been taught
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to honor their parents, to rise up before the
hoary head, to exalt the practice of virtue, to
honor benevolence, propriety, good faith, wis-
dom, and righteousness, to pay profound respect
to the requirements of human relations. In
all their heathenism they never deify vice and
lust. Dwell on that fact. The Greeks and the
Romans and the Hindus have deified lust,
and placed courtesans and debauched females
in their pantheon of gods. The Chinese have
never done that. They have debauched plays in
their theatres, but they never introduce women
on the stage, nor have nautch girls as part of
their troup. They have no caste among them.
They profess a recognition of merit and of
moral worth only as the standard of the true
man. Granted that they fall immeasurably
short in practice, but though they have not
lived up to the standard, they have not changed
the standard. The same high and lofty rule of
procedure which obtained before the days of
Confucius is the only one recognized as valid to-
day. They do not say, ** Evil be thou my good.”
They lie, but they denounce lying. They
smoke opium, but they reprobate opium smok-
ing. They gamble, but they censure gambling.
They have not tried to sear their own moral
sense, and their moral sense is not seared. They
are guilty of immorality, but public opinion does
not allow them to glory in it. They are not
shameless. Some regard for fair dealing, some
sense of honor, some manliness, some faith
between man and man, some sense of grati-
tude, some sense of mutual obligation, some
recognition of the equality of human brother-
hood — some of these and other things of lofty
mould are there still. They have sunken to low
levels, but they are not stamped out. Indeed,
they claim far more than we usually give them
credit for, and they have a deal to present in
support of the claim.

Now, salvation is not built on morality, but
morality of a new, lofty, and intensified kind is
one of the fruits of salvation. It is a vast deal,
though, to find here so many correct ideas, so
much conscience already developed under the
law of nature, so much recognition of the
second table of the law, so many remains of
the primitive knowledge of one Supreme God,
so much in the moral consciousness of the
people which supports our assertions, so much
basis on which to build an appeal to their sense
of ill desert, so much that bears witness to the
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scripture doctrine that the wrath of God is
revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men who hold the
truth in unrighteousness.

These things, too, enter in and help make
China the greatest mission-field in all the
world, — all this mass of human beings, all this
mass of human intellects, and this mass of
human hearts, each with its own capacity for
everlasting bliss and its liability to everlasting
pain. The Christian heart again is moved to
think of what possibilities of praise and thanks-
giving to God are here, and yet the field so
greatly neglected. Three hundred and eighty
millions of human hearts, each of which ought
to be an altar of sweet incense in due time and
order! What a revenue of glory ought to be
coming in to the Lord Jesus! Onall this round
globe is there anywhere such a unique and
peerless field? None. The world has but
one.

VIIL. China is to be a determining factor
in the world’s future. As already stated, the
nation has had a mighty past. Great states-
men have been produced, great scholars have
come forth, great philosophers have arisen,
great warriors have sprung up, works of art of
stupendous magnitude have been executed, the
grand canal was a wonderful conception in its
day, the great wall would reach from Boston to
St. Louis. Discoveries of great value have
antedated our own. The mariner's compass,
the use of gunpowder, the art of printing, are
all ancient things with them. Let us not for-
get such names as Fo Hi, Kang Hi, Lau Chu,
Confucius and Mencius, and let us not forget
that from this same region went forth two of
the greatest generals the world ever saw—
Tamerlane and Genghis Khan. The facility
with which their military genius handled vast
masses of men is without a parallel in some
respects in the history of warfare. These men
moved their conquering armies across Asiatic
deserts as though they had been selected fields
for *“Autumn Manceuvres.” They set up a
Mogul dynasty in India, the greatest that ever
ruled in its history, headed by such men as the
Mighty Akbar and the magnificient Shah
Jebhan. Note well that fact. The glory of
Indian greatness, as the world counts glory,
was an outcome of these same northern Mon-
gols. Nor did they move alone in that direc-
tion; the sheen of their spears was seen on the
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Dnieper as well, and the clattering hoofs of
their squadrons of horse made Europe tremble.

And now this mighty past is to be followed
up by a mighly future. Her population is
increasing with rapidity. Her towns and vil-
lages swarm with children, myriads of them
coming on. She could take a contract to supply
with a working population all the waste places
of the west,and she is sending out her colonies
and squads already, wherever she can find a
place for them, and still the home population is
on the increase. China’s greatest history is
ahead of her. It is true that in the great
movements of our day, she has not counted for
much hitherto. She has been asleep, as one of
her statesmen says. But the sleeper of the
ages has begun to wake. His ancestral cradle
has ceased to rock; he has risen to his elbows,
and is looking around ; his snores have ended ;
his yawns have attracted the attention of the
nations. *‘‘A huge boneless giant,” a public
speaker once called her; but the giant’s bones
have begun to form, and the growing pains have
startled statesmen in America and Europe.
She is already a problem, her wandering chil-
dren already a bewilderment. Years ago the
nations of the west fought to get into China.
The walls were broken down, the nations got in,
but the Chinese got out, and now the nations
are almost ready to fight to get them in again.
The copper globe of the fisherman has been
opened to let out the imprisoned genii, but no
power of the west will ever get them back
again. Half a century ago, a Chinaman with
his cue was a sight so rare as to call for a long
newspaper paragraph to tell about him and the
far-off land he came from. Now-a-days where
is he not to be found? He has already become
a cosmopolitan. He is in Australia and New
Zealand and the Sandwich Islands and Demer-
ara and the West Indies, and in England and
Canada and Mexico and the United States.
He has insinuated himself into our towns and
villages, here and there, one and two and
three, and has established his ¢ quarters” in
our large cities, and jostles along, determined to
vindicate his right to live.

Chinais to have a great commercial future.
Her people are born merchants and traders,
and, given time and experience, they will make
their own opportunity and compete with the
sharpest for a full share of the world's gains.
Formerly her dealings were of the second-hand
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and the petty shop-keeper kind. Her mer-
chants in Hongkong and Shanghai operated
through foreign merchants, and bought all their
supplies second and third hand. Now they
have become wholesale dealers and importers;
they keep run of New York and London prices;
they know the mutations of western markets;
they have their own agents abroad, get their
own quotations, and transact their own busi-
ness by telegraph. It has become a fact that
old and established English and American
firms in China, that once did colossal buying
and selling with their own funds on their own
account, have tapered down to be largely mere
commission merchants for Chinese. They have
become thankful for their patronage as well as
their custom. In foreign settlements, away
from home, they show the same ability to keep
up with the Anglo-Saxon. In Penang they are
the moneyed men of the colony; there are
millionnaires among them ; they live in style, and
ride in carriages. In Singapore, the garden
city of the tropics, they own two thirds of all
the property in the settlement outside of the
government buildings. They own bank shares,
and lines of steamers, and mines of tin, and
forests of timber, and make fortunes, and ride
around, some of them, in costly carriages quite
equal to the governor’s. But for them the
colony could not pay its way. England fur-
nishes the governor with his secretaries, the
soldiers with their rifles, and the police with
their batons, to keep order, but Chinamen pay
for the food they eat and the very clothes they
wear upon their backs. The business of the
whole region round about is largely in their
hands. Not only do they run their own affairs,
but, as a prominent official said, ** there is not
a heavy transaction among the foreign mer-
chants in Singapore which a Chinaman has not
got a finger in somewhere.” Nor is it with
Europeans only that they compete successfully.
They lead all Asiatics, — Hindus, Arabs, and
even the shrewd Moguls. And so they are
progressing every year, getting experience,
widening their scope of vision, broadening their
field of effort, branching out. taking new vent-
ures, becoming bolder operators, and pushing
themselves into business whether other people
want them or not.

China is to have a great political future, not
one which is to concern simply herself, but one
which is to affect the world. Who would have



1€o China, the Greatest Mission Field in the World.

said such a thing fifty years ago? Who would
have said then that China would ever become a
consequential factor in European politics, or
that her attitude would affect the moves on the
diplomatic chess-board? Yet already has that
thing come to pass. England and Russia are
rivals in Asia. If the Lion and the Bear should
lock jaws on each other anywhere on the long
range of the Hindu Koosh, both of them will
have to watch the coils of the Dragon. Neither
England nor Russia cares to provoke China.
Humanly speaking, these three powers hold the
destiny of Asia in their hands. England is the
most powerful at present, but the others have
the best foothold. In a sense, each holds the
balance of power between the other two. Of
course China holds her share. To hold the
balance of power between these two nations is
to hold it for all Asia;and to hold it for all
Asia is to make herself felt in all the council
chambers of Europe. Some things already
spoken of have been referred to as *‘ancient
things.” ¢These are modern things—so modern
that they have come up in the last quarter of a
century ; so very modern that many people at
home, supposed to be well informed, have not
heard of them. Be assured that China has
begun to apprehend the situation. Her states-
men are aware of it, and intend to profit by it.
Indeed, they have begun to do so already ; their
political winnings are coming in. If rumors
are to be taken, Russia has been trying her
hand on the Chinese ambassador, and the
Chinese ambassador has been trying his hand
on the Russians, to get them to hold off from
the proposed demonstration on the Yangtse.
Strangely enough, Russia has dropped out of
the coalition, and now England makes haste
slowly. European problems are being manip-
ulated in China. As yet the Chinaman is a
green player on a European chess-board, but he
is going to school and taking lessons. Give him
practice, and he will get there along with the
others.

IX. China is the greatest mission-ficld in
the world, because success in it is essential to
the conservation of missionary success in so
many other great fields. Missions remain no
longer local; they have become cosmopolitan.
In the beginning of a war, there may be sepa-
rate campaigns, none of which may be decisive.
Not until the movements become parts of a
combined whole is the crisis really on. So it
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is in missions to-day. We have skirmished
and fought around outskirts and among peoples
who occupy no determinative position among
the forces of the nations. Now we are ap-
proaching the centre. China is the largest of
all the camps occupied by the God of this
world, and it is the strongest fortified in not a
few important particulars. It will be useless to
hold all these outlying tribes around China
firm to the truth, unless the great empire itself
is reached. It will be too much to expect that
Christianity will be safe in Asia at all should
such a mighty and influential mass remain un-
leavened by the truth. Unconverted China
will be enough to corrupt all Asia, and will
keep in corruption; but converted China will
powerfully atfect and mould all Asia, and we
boldly declare will religiously affect the whole
world. The conversion of the Chinese will
tell powerfully on all the Malays and Siamese
and Javanese and Laos and hill tribes and
Cossacks, that lie round about China like the
bark and brashy parts around the tough heart
of a tree. Nails driven into the hard centre
may require more blows of the hammer, but,
once driven home, are more apt to hold bark
and sap and heart together. And this we say,
not to disparage the outer crust, but in self-
defence; for the solid heart of oak is being put
in unjust comparison of late. The time has
come to accept the challenge, and to begin to
cry out in favor of China’s claims to a fair pro-
portion of men and means.

It is not to be forgotten that in Central Asia
two forms of religion, hostile to our own
Christianity, are working their way across the
Asiatic continent from the west—Mohammedan-
ism in the southwest, and the Greek Church in
the northwest. It is the widening fringe of
Chinese population alone which stands in the
way of their advance. Let it not be forgotten,
either, that in that almost unknown region
between the cold snowstorms of the north, and
the hot sandstorms of the south, and lying
also in the vaunted zone of power, is an ex-
panse of country that will some day hold an
empire of its own—an empire that will have
a better vantage-ground for permanent great-
ness than had either Babylon or Nineveh of
old. This wonderful region will some day be
the prize of a contention between the Russian
and the Chinaman. Our own Christianity and
missionary aspiration has far more to hope for
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from the success of the Chinaman than of the
Russian or the Moslem. Neither of the latter
will grant us religious liberty, while China has
already committed herself, and will not retrace
her steps. Missionary success in Western
China means the exaltation of a pure Christian
influence in Central Asia and the erection of a
barrier against these two bigoted and intoler-
ant systems of faith. An advance there is an
attack on the Russian and Moslem rear.  Z%e
great province of Szchuan, with its thirty or
Sorty millions of people, is the real heart of
Central Asia. Humanly speaking, as goes Sz-
chuan, so will go Kan Su, on the north, and
Yun-nan, on the south, and Tibet, on the west ;
and as they go, so along with them will go
scores of outlying clans and tribes and kin-
dreds. We hesitate not to say it — the key to
great Central Asia is Szchuan, and Szchuan
only. The key is not to he sought for through
the medium of any one, or any dozen, or any
dozen dozen of petty tribes and families and
clans around the border and up and down
among the hills. It is therefore of inestimable
importance that Christian missions should hold
Szchuan in force, and should do it speedily.
The battle for religious ascendency in Central
Asia will not be fought and won among any of
the hills and spurs of the Himalayas, but in
rich and fertile Szchuan ; not among wild and
wandering tribes, disintegrated and discon-
nected, but among that well-organized and well-
governed forty millions of one civilization and
one speech, who are established in the valleys
of Szchuan, up towards the head waters and
along the tributaries of the upper Yangtse.

X. China is the greatest mission-ficld in the
world, because into it are being concentrated
more missionary forces than in any olher.
There are already forty different societies and
organizations, with their representatives, here.
Comparatively few years ago, the number of
missions was less than in India, that favorite
missionary centre. Now it is greater. The
missionaries have increased from year to year,
till they have now run up to twelve hundred,
and still the ratio grows. At the conference a
year and more ago, a call was made for a
thousand to be sent in five years. They will
come and still others ; for where the carcass is,
thither, ina good sense, will the eagles be gath-
ered together. There is room for them all,
and need for them all, and both room and need
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for many more than will be likely to come.
A great missionary plant is being provided:
presses, schools, hospitals, all on great scales,
according to the predilections of different per-
sons. And this large missionary body is being
scattered here and there throughout the em-
pire: in the cities, to pre-empt them in the
name of the Lord; in the towns and villages,
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord;
on the mountains, to cry ** Behold the morning
cometh,” the darkness is past and the true
light now shineth. There are some places in
the empire which they are not able safely to
penetrate ; but where they can, there they go,
and there they are, and there they stick, and
there they stay. The words of David may be
paraphrased and applied to China: ‘¢ Day unto
day uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge ;™ there is no speech nor
dialect in the land where their voice is not
heard ; their line is gone out through all the
provinces, and their words to the ends of the
empire.

When intelligent and discerning missionary
boards are thus willing to invest their men and
their means to such an extent, it indicates
great expectations, for which there must be
great preparation: ‘‘to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.” Here are to come
great collisions; here are to be fought great
and decisive battles for the truth; here the
powers of darkness are to make a stand for the
ascendency of heathenism; and here the sol-
diers of light are to make a stand for the
supremacy of the Prince of Peace. ‘¢ And
there was war in heaven, Michael and his an-
gels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
fought and his angels.” It is not without
moral suggestiveness that we remember that
the device on the banner of China is a dragon,
and that the dragon is pictured as trying to
swallow the sun. It is the very symbol of
Satan. He will do his best to keep his goods
in peace. But he shall be cast out; and when
that is done, there will ring through the length
and breadth of this devil-ridden land a mighty
song of thanksgiving which all the world shall
hear. **Now is come salvation and strength,
and the kingdom of our God and the power of
his Christ.”

Happy the missionary societies that discern
the magnitude of the occasion! Twice happy
are they whose constituencies pulsate in har-
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mony with it, and thrice happy they who keep
step with the movements of Providence, and
hurry up their contingents to the help of the
Lord against the mighty !

7o a Far Country.

[June,

“ Why abidest thou among the sheepfolds to
hear the bleatings of the flocks? For the divi-
sion of Reuben there were great searchings of
heart.”

TO A FAR COUNTRY.
C. H. FINCH, M. D., SUICHAUFU, CHINA.

WE — Miss Forbes, my wife, my baby and
myself —arrived in Shanghai, China, Sunday,
September 27. After a two days’ stay with
Mr. Evans, we went to Ningpo, being escorted
there by Miss Inveen, who met us in Shanghai.
At Ningpo Miss Forbes went to the house of
the ladies of the mission, while I and my
fagily were kindly received by Dr. Grant.
There we stayed two months waiting for our
passports and permission to go forward on our
journey; the time being spent in visiting the
different missions in the place, becoming ac-
quainted with our own mission work, becom-
ing more familiar with native faces and ways,
and nursing and being nursed; my baby being
quite sick with intestinal irritation, and I hav-
ing a short and sharp attack of bilious fever,
from which I was slow to rally; but both baby
and 1 fully recovered and started on our west-
ern journey quite well. Mr. Upcraft reached
us early in October with a young man who
acted as our teacher, and 1 was enabled to
make a start in the language; and as we had
him all the way up the river, I managed to get
nearly through our Chinese primer, so that we
can hardly feel that any time was really lost by
our detention in Ningpo or our slow river
journey. I was much interested in the medi-
cal work in Ningpo, and was glad to be used
by Dr. Grant in some surgical work among his
Chinese patients, especially in case of a very
worthy and valuable Bible-woman. I was glad
that 1 had with me the instruments which the
board's allowance permitied me to get, as the
Ningpo hospital was almost bare of proper
tools for good work. The calls for work there
are many. They have a large dispensary prac-
tice, and accommodations for a number of
patients in the hospital, with good native help-
ers and preachers, and very good results of the
work ; but the doctor is much hampered by the
lack of funds and his strength diverted from
its proper channels by the necessity that he

has felt of treating the foreign residents, to get
money to carry on his hospital work. I would
respectfully bespeak a liberal donation for his
work there, which might become a very useful
one, as the hospital is known far and wide, and
favorably known, too.

We finally received permission from the
consul at Hankow to go on, and left Ningpo
the 23d of November, sorry to leave the kind
friends at Ningpo, who had been very kind to
us, but glad to get on our way to our final
resting-place. Stopping but one day in Shang-
hai, we took first-class foreign passage in
steamer to Hankow. There we were delayed
four days waiting for steamer to Ichang, but
this gave us an opportunity to visit the missions
and hospitals in Hankow. We had a very
pleasant call on Dr. John, in whom we had
taken a great interest before coming to China,
on account of his pioneer work, and while here,
in reading his articles on the troubles in China
and his efforts in searching out the causes lead-
ing to the riots. The London Mission and
Wesleyan hospitals were to me the most
interesting. The latter has a large and well-
equipped hospital and dispensary, and is doing
a great work. December 1 we again took
steamer, first-class foreign passage, as they
would not take us native passage, for Ichang,
which we reached December 5. As we had no
house-boat to go into, and the mission-houses
had all been burnt down, there was no place of
entertainment to which we could go. So Cap-
tain Kane allowed us to remain on his boat till
we should obtain our own boat, which we did in
a few days; and on December 8 we took our
freight, baggage, and silver into our boat, which
was to be our home for the next two months.
While at Ichang we attended service in the
chapel, which was not disturbed during the
riot, Mr. Dean conducting the services. He
and Dr. Perie having returned to Ichang, after
having been driven out by the rioters, they had
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China), Rev. W. H. Brodt, Mr. William Wynd (already in Japan), Rev. ;. H.
Scott, Rev. Charles H. Harvey (reappointed), Mr. W. M. Biggs, Mr. Isaac Cad-
man, Mr. Thomas Hill, Mr. Charles H. Tanner, Mr. W. E. Story, Mr. George ]J.
Geis, Mr. Christian Nelson, Rev. Fred. P. Haggard, Mr. C. B. Antisdel, —33.

Miss Annie M. Modisett, Miss Kate Knight, Miss Ida V. Kushmore, Miss Amelia
G. Dessa (already in India), Miss Erika A. Bergman, Miss Ida A. Skinner, Miss
Helen D. Newcombe, Miss A. M. Ross, M.D., Miss Jennie V. Smith, Miss Mary
D. Faye, Miss Susan I. Kurtz,—11. Total, 44.

MISSIONARIES SAILED.

7o Burma.—Rev. J. N. Cushing, D.D., Mr. F. D. Phinney, Rev. John
McGuire, Miss E. F. McAllister, Miss M. E. Williams, Miss Annie Hopkins, Miss
Mary C. Fowler, M. D., Miss A. M. Modisett, Mrs. W. W. Cochrane, Miss Kate
Knight, Miss Ida V. Kushmore, Mrs. H. W. Mix.

7o Assam.—Rev. A. A. Hallam and wife, Mr. S. A. D. Boggs and wife, Miss
Nora M. Yates.

7o India.— Rev. R. R. Williams, D. D., and wife, Rev. O. R. McKay, Prof.
L. E. Martin and wife, Rev. W. H. Beeby, Rev. W. C. Owen and wife, Rev.
W. B. Boggs, D. D4, Rev. George H. Brock, Rev. John McLaurin, D. D., and wife,
Miss M. M. Day, Miss E. A. Bergman, Miss Ida Faye, M. D., Miss B. L. Slade,
Miss I. A. Skinner, Miss H. D. Newcombe, Mrs. E. Chute.

7o Siam.—Rev. L. A. Eaton.

Zo China.—Rev. W. H. Cossum and wife, Rev. W. Ashmore, Jr., and wife,
Rev. G. L. Mason, C. H. Finch, M. D., and wife, Rev. W. H. Brodt, Miss A. M.
Ross, M. D., Miss B. G. Forbes.

70 Japan.—Rev. A. A. Bennett, Rev. J. L. Dearing and wife.

7o Africa. —Mr. Theodore A. Leger, Rev. P. Frederickson, Rev. Isaac Cadman,
Mr. Thomas Hill, Mrs. Moody.

MISSIONARIES RETURNED FROM FIELDS.

Rev. J. N. Cushing, D. D., Rev. A. Bunker, D. D., Rev. E. J. Miller, Rev. E. W.
Kelly and wife, Rev. F. W. Klein and wife, Rev. E. G. Phillips and wife, Rev.
D. Downie, D.D., Rev. D. H. Drake, Rev. J. F. Burditt and wife, Rev. W. B.
Boggs, D.D., Rev. J. S. Norvell and wife, Rev. J. S. Adams and wife, Rev. J. L.
Dearing, Mr. C. W. Markham and wife, Mr. C. E. Ingham and wife, Rev. A.
Billington, Mr. John Newcomb and wife, Rev. Edwin Bullard and wife.

Miss M. M. Coté, M.D., Miss K. F. Evans, Miss E. H. Payne, Mrs. A. K.
Gurney, Miss E. J. Cummings, M. D., Miss Johanna Schuff, Mrs. E. Chute, Miss
N. E. Fife, Mrs. A. M. Bailey.

MISSIONARIES RESIGNED.

Rev. William A. Atchley, Rev. F. E. Warner, Rev. F. W. Klein, Rev. J. S.
Norvell.
Miss Bertha Menke, Miss Lenore Hamilton, Miss Lina Faulkner.
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workers,— unattached workers,— whose work generally stops when they do. I think there is a
great work to be done, but it must be got in hand by somebody in whom there is promise of
definiteness and continuance ; but we must be as wise as serpents and as harmless as doves in our
relations to them. I believe it is God's will that the Missionary Union should centralize and
control this work and give it definite aim. But we must not be impatient, nor press too fast,
while at the same time your missionary should be so conditioned as to avail himself of every
favorable opportunity.

OOTACAMUND.
Mrs. LAVINIA P. PEARCE.

Mis. Pearce has been laboring for several years in Madras, but has now returned
to her former residence in Ootacamund, a health resort on the Nilgiri hills in
Southern India, where there is a good work to be done among the native people.

CHINA.

The past year has been one of great disturbance in China, and of considerable
uncertainty regarding the future of missionary work in that country. At one time
the interests of the missionary work seemed to be seriously threatened by the riots, in
which several mission properties were destroyed ; but it has been shown that these
riots were caused by the ultra-conservatives, and that the government of China is
well disposed toward foreigners, and crmparatively favorable to missions. At least
forcible proclamations have been issued directing that the missionaries should not be
disturbed in their labors, and from present appearances the work will be carried on
without serious interruption in any pait of China.

It has also been questioned whether the anti-Chinese legislation passed by the
Congress of the United States would not have an unfavorable effcct on the residence
of Americans in China, and it is fearcd that the Chinese government will retaliate
by decreeing the expulsion of all Americaus, both missionaries and traders, from the
Chinese Empire. The anti-Chinese law is manifestly wrong, and the Executive Com-
mittee sent an earncest protest to the Senate against its passage. But it is doubtful if
it will provoke retaliation to the extent of exclusion of all Americans from China.
The Chinese government will no doubt make such diplomatic use of the wrong
done to its people as seems advisuble, but it is not believed that it desires Americans
to leave the country. Many of them are employed in the customs and other branches
of s:rvice, and the government is enlightened enough to value the presence in the
country of those who contribute materially to its prosperitv. A careful consideration
of the state of affuirs in China affords no ground for remission of our efforts for the
evangelization of this great pcople.

BANGKOK, SIAM.
Rev. LEwis A. Earox.
Mr. Eaton spent a considerable portion of the year in America, and the mission
was in the care of Rev. Samuel J. Smith, who, itis understood, is coming to America

to arrange with the Executive Committee for the more aggressive conduct of the
mission in Siam in the future. Mr. Eaton has sent no report since his return.
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SWATOW, CHINA.

Rev. WiLLiAM AsHMORE, D.D., and wife, Rev. WILLIAM ASHMORE, Jr., and wife, Rev. Jou~ M.
FosTER and wife, Mrs. ANNA K. Scort, M. D., Miss Mary DuNwIDDIE, Miss Mary K. Scort,
Miss ALICE M. Ross, M.D. In America, Rev. SyLVEST'ER B. PARTRIDGE, D. D., and wife,
Miss C. H. DaNiELLs, M. D, Miss MINNIE A. BUzzELL.

Dr. Ashmore sends some general remarks on the work.

The year 1891 has been with us a successful year, as much as any in all our past history ; a con-
spicuous year, ending with joy in looking back at some things behind us and which we hope will
stay behind forever. Itis not that the reception of members has been large; the number hus
often been exceeded in past years. But we have achieved success in things which have lain
heavily on our hearts, and about which we have prayed and longed and argued and toiled for
years.

We mention these four things wherein, if we have not in all of them fully attained, yet we have
got far enough to see our way out of the woods, and therein we do rejoice and will rejoice.

1. In getting the great body of our membership weaned from such a readiness to run to us to
make us judges and dividers between them and their heathen neighbors in a hundred and one
secular matters of their own, and still more of thinking that we are lacking in brotherly love if we
do not beg the consul to interfere in their behalf in every petty persecution, real or fincied, which
may be showing its head here and there. In plain words, less dependence on an arm of flesh
and more dependence on the promise of God.

2. In getting our staff of preachers converted from the notion of settling down as *¢ station
men " into a hearty readiness to become ¢ field men ™ ; that is, from being merely quasi pastors,
staying within doors, into a body of outdoor itinerants. It makes all the difference in the world
whether they look upon themselves as being chiefly and primarily evangelists, and station men
only incidentally and secondarily, or whether they are called to be station men first and chief of
all, and that evangelistic work is to come in secondarily and occasionally as may bs convenient.

3. In getting our church members generally to believe a little more fully in the 14th chapter
of 1 Corinthians and in various kindred teachings ; to believe in the fact of spiritual gifts being
given unto men by an ascended Lord for the edification of His Church; to learn to apply these
truths in their own practice and church life ; to take upon themselves, more than they have done,
the responsibility of self-direction and especially of self-nutrition, calling their own gifts into
exercise, with the Spirit of God in their hearts and the Word of God in their mouths, being
themselves filled with the Spirit, speaking to themselves in psalms and hymaos and spiritual
songs, making melody in their hearts to the Lord, able also to admonish one another, making
increase of themselves.

4. Then, again, marked progress has been made this past year in getting the more well-to-do
members of the churches, in villages where there are no chapels, and perhaps can be none with-
out an expense they are not able to meet, to set apart a room in their houses for public worship.
These rooms or houses are known as ** Places of Prayer,” and some have names over the doors
to indicate the fact.

We are on the dividing ridge between two missionary centuries. A look back, a look around.
and a look ahead are now in order. In what is just written we have taken a look in just one of
the directions—ahead. The missions of the coming century will vary immensely in some features
from the missions of the past century.

Mr. Foster sends the general report of the Swatow Mission.

It has been a troublous year in China. The riots along the Yangtse and rumors of a widespread
popular uprising have caused general unrest among natives and foreigners. Both in winter
and in summer, epidemic diseases have been prevalent. Parts of the country have suffered either
from flood or drought.
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Here in Tie Chiu, cholera raged during a part of the summer, and in September a typhoon
destroyed much property and many lives were lost. Mission property was damaged to the extent
of several hundred dollars, but no house was blown down, and only the smallest boat — that an
old one — wholly wrecked.

During the year the mortality among foreigners was unusually great, literally decimating the
number of foreign residents. Of our own number, a majority have suffered from illness more or
less severe, Mr. Norvell's health being such that they returned home in May. As the year
closed, the shadow of death hung heavy over Dr. Carlin’s home ; but after they had given up hope
the cloud lifted, and the many prayers offered for their child’s recovery were granted, so that our
mission circle has not been broken by death during the year.

All our native helpers have been spared, though twenty-five of the church members have died,
an unusually large number, and chiefly men and women advanced in years, among them Heng
Peh, who was baptized in Siam in 1848. He was a true believer, who loved the church and gave
at one time $200 — again $300 to the native church here. He also had compassion on the poor,
and many in time of need were given food by the old man. He lent to the Lord and died in
hope of sure fulfilment of all the promises which he had trusted. In his last severe illness, his
heathen daughter-in-law said he ** was even talking Heaven-words.”

We hear from time to time of men and women who never joined the church nor entered a
chapel, dying in hope; one woman, wife of a Christian, and two elderly men, who gave strict
injunctions that no heathen rites be observed at their burial, have been reported to us. The
number saved we believe to be greater than the list of those baptized. .

There has been a slight increase in the number received into the church over the previous
year. Three have been restored, and one received by letter from the Canton church, which offsets
the four names erased during the year.

It has been a busy year. More seed sowing has been done than in any previous year of
the mission’s history. The native preachers have been kept moving *¢ two and two " or in larger
companies, either on land tours or in boats. The boat *“ Hope " was built for them early in the

"year, a large part of the money being furnished by the Chinese Sunday school of the First Church,
Pawtucket, R. 1., whose Superintendent suggested the appropriate name ** Hope "—a bearer of
good tidings to those * without God and without hope in the world.”

In these boat trips nearly two hundred cities, towns, and villages were visited ; the actual lis-
teners to the truth numbering fully ten thousand. The value of such labor cannot be estimated in
immediate result, but we are glad to report one new outpost gained thereby at Tang Pb6i, where
we were offered the use of an upper room if we would bear the expense of cleaning and some
slight repairs. This has been a place of meeting for eight or ten from Tang P3i and adjacent
villages. We hope they may prove true believers, and be the nucleus of a church.

At Phon-Leng City, a field long difficult of entrance, a shop has been rented as a halting-place
for native and foreign preachers while at work in the large outlying region yet unevangelized.

We hoped for the same in the village of E. Od Hu Lii district, where our preachers had been
invited to go and tell them of the new doctrine over a year ago; but the people were so roused
by the rumors about foreigners wanting native ‘‘eyes and hearts™ to compound into medicine,
that no one dared rent to men in foreign employ. The Bible training class has been well at-
tended during the year. The men have prepared faithfully the work assigned day by day, and
passed most creditable semi-annual examinations.

The Bible class for women has been unusually large, twenty-two different women having been
in attendance ; fifteen present at the close of the year. One of these was a spirit medium, who
became an earnest believer. One older woman, returning to her village, led four or five to attend
the neighboring chapel. Mrs. Foster also reports twelve Bible-women. On two country trips
Miss Dunwiddie and Miss Scott had several women go in a native boat and visit the villages
where the men were preaching. Usually their work has continued to be in the regions near the
chapels. Several women have been brought in by them to apply for baptism.
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* Statistics of last year.






