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lay upon them , they approved of a building

committee composed of volunteers to the

work . I explained the labor and trials which

they will be surely called upon to sustain ,

and then five faithful men volunteered to

work with me until the church , a girl's school,

and mission bungalow too , perhaps, are fin

nished . Two of these who live in the com .

pound have done especially good work and

have demonstrated what an advantage a bus

iness -like Telugu has over a white man in

his own country in business matters. They

are slow perhaps for western ideas, but I

had rather it would be thus than to take the

work out of their hands. Material for foun

dations have been quarried and drawn four

miles to the compound ; they have built roads

over the deep sand of our compound to

render cartage possible. This work has been

done at fully half the cost demanded of me.

These brethren are now inquiring for tim

ber at the most reasonable rate for purchase .

Every preacher at Bapatla has given a

month's pay to the new church , and other

Christians have given liberally both in money

and grain . While visiting the churches by

boat I keep rice bags for the Christians to fill .

Thus, with the donation from Gilbertsville.

X. Y. , of $ 135, and our own contributions

we have begun the chapel with over a thou

sand rupees. We will go as far as our means

allow and pray the Lord for more . I trust

friends at home may learn these facts, aside

from those whom I have written personally,

If they could only see the glow on some of

our Christians' faces when they come and

empty a measure of rice into my bags, they

too I am sure would want to add something

also . But if any should ask , " Why do you

not undertake a church building that those

poor people can afford to build themselves ? "

I would reply , “ Because a church built in

the compound ought to be one that will stand

the heavy floods of the Krishna district, and

mud walls will not do this. A brick house

large enough to accommodate the congrega

tions will cost six thousand rupees at least,

but we cannot afford to put up a mud church

and hare it washed and blown away with

every year's monsoon. "

SIAM.

Hans Adamsen , M. D. to as many as the house will hold , and to

BANGKOK , Oct. 31 , 1895 , those standing on the outside besides. Dr.

The work among the Chinese at Wat Dunlop helps me at this new place and also

Koh chapel is continuing with interest. I at Wat Koh when he is in the city. I have

have had the pleasure of baptizing two more been thinking seriously of forming this new

candidates and taking two by letter and one mission into a regular Baptist church with

by experience . The Chinese preacher is nine members. The building accommodates

going to Swatow . It will be a great benefit about sixty persons. The rent is twenty

to him and the work here. I can hardly seven ticals a month , which at the present

spare him from the work at present, but will rate of exchange is about $ 8.10 in gold .

endeavor to send him , hoping that he will I have been serving the Missionary l’nion

return to us richer in wisdom and the knowl- for two years now free, and expect to serve

edge of the Truth . another year under the same condition . As

The work among the Siamese at the our communion service for Wat Koh chapel

new mission within the city wall is still consists of a silver -plated teapot, one gob

encouraging. We have two services a week , let and a china plate , -a service of Mrs.

on Thursday and Sunday, when Krue Joy, an Adamsen's invention . - it would perhaps be

earnest native worker, and myself preach. a pleasure for the Union or some church

I have been able to gather together seren to grant us the necessary and proper service

native Christians living in the neighbor- for the sacred communion , to be used not

hood and Mrs. Adamsen and myself, mak: only for the Chinese mission , but for the

ing nine in number. This number constitutes Siamese and Peguan missions which we hope

the ( hristian congregation . But at each in the future to have established .

service we have the pleasure of preaching
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THE KARENS AND THE WILD PEOPLE OF CHINA.

REV . C. A. NICHOLS , BASSEIN, BURMA .

Brethren Upcraft and Openshaw were

with us a few days. The visit did us good ,

and I think that it inspired them , to see

the condition of things after two or three

generations of work has been done, in con

trast to what they have been accustomed

to in breaking up the primeval forest in

mission work .

In company with Brethren Tribolet and

Cronkhite I took them on our launch to

the village where yet lives Thrah Da Bu,

one of the noblest and almost the only

surviving pastor of Abbott's time. He has

been not only one of the foremost men

in all our educational work, but has also

been one of the most profound believers

in the idea that there were large numbers

of Sgaw Karens, as yet unreached, in the

regions beyond. He has carefully collected

all the old Karen traditions as to the Karen

fatherland, and has been on the alert for

all the tidings he could get from Chinese,

Shan or Burmese travellers beyond our

frontiers. He has, largely from his own

means, sent out several parties beyond the

borders to find them and to preach to them.

He has always said that, when found,

these people, with their traditions of the

one God and with their expectations, in

common with their kindred in Burma,

would only need a brief hearing of the

gospel in order to accept it. The readiness

with which the Karens at Zimmai re

ceived the gospel only added to this be

lief of his. As soon as he met these

brethren who had been working in the

direction he has been so long looking as the

original home of the Karens , he began

questioning and comparing notes, with the

following results.

Brother Upcraft had become very much

interested in the mountain people whom

he had met and of whom he had learned

somewhat. From this knowledge we

gained the following parallels between the

Karens of Burma and the wild people of

Western China :

1. “ These people have never been sub

dued by the Chinese.”

2. “ They lived north of the golden sand

flowing river." These people met by

Brother Upcraft live mostly north of the

Yangtse River, which in the summer rises

to a great height; and when it subsides

leaves a mobile sand , from which the na

tives wash out small quantities of gold.

3. " They live in the land of the three

rivers." In fact they do live between the

Yangtse and two of its northern confluents.

4. “ They are called by the Chinese

'Yarens' or the 'wild people .' ” It is from

this name that I judge the Burman name

for the Karens which we inherit in our

" Karen " is derived , viz. , “ Kayin ."

5. " They use bows and arrows, as do the

Karens."

6. The Karen garments worn in Burma

by the old people in the plains and by the

Karens of the hills, Brother Upcraft rec

ognized as the same as those he had seen

there.

7. “ The people there burn their dead,

according to old Karen custom . "

8. “ They worship,” according to the

statements of Mr. Upcraft's Chinese in

formants, “ the Lord of Heaven ," which

is certainly the old Karen form of teaching

respecting God.

In other respects there were many facts

in regard to these people which certainly

seem to point to them very strongly as the

people from which the Karens of Burma

and Siam are only “ branches."

These brethren now go up to Western

China in the hopes of finding a base

from which Karen preachers can work

out into the heart of the Karen coun

try, if such it be. Our people of course

are very much aroused over the pros

pect, and there will be lack of

workers or of means to send them when

the way opens up for them to go. As I

remember their report , the country inhab

ited by these people is said to be thirty

no
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days' journey in length and at least fifteen

days' journey in breadth, so the number of

people there should reach at least into the

hundreds of thousands. Thus it may be

that the providence which sent Messrs. Up

craft and Openshaw out of China for a

short time is only God's way of sending

the gospel to that large number of people,

as thoroughly prepared to receive it as

were the Karens of Burma when Board

man found them here.

THE NON-CONFORMIST MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA .

BY A PROMINENT CHRISTIAN EXILE IN TRANSCACCASIA .

There is no sign on the part of the Gov

ernment of relaxation in the barbarous per

secution of the Russian non -conformists,

especially those known under the name of

Stundists. A considerable number of com

mon criminals were pardoned at the acces

sion to the throne of the present Czar, but

none of the non-conformist exiles shared in

the imperial clemency . During the past

year the Czar put a stop to the shameful

propaganda of the Orthodox church among

the Buddhistic Buriates in Eastern Siberia ,

thus protecting his heathen subjects against

violence and cruelties from the orthodox

priests; but the peaceful Stundists have had

no share in the paternal protection of " the

Little Father " against the cruelties to

which they have been exposed during the

last twelve years.

I cannot give you an exact statement as

to the present number of non - conformist

exiles in Transcaucasia . I only know , that

with every etape (an etape, or convoy , of

exiles arrives here twice a month ) at least

five non-conformist families are brought

to this place of banishment. Thus about

one hundred non-conformist families are

exiled here every year. This systematic

process of banishment has continued now

for more than seven years . Members of

different religious sects are being banished

here, but most of all Baptists and so -called

Spiritual Christians. Stundists as a special

sect , strictly speaking, do not exist. By

this name are included both in the south

and the southwestern parts of Russia all

kind of sectaries. In fact , it is enough for

a man to leave off drinking whisky in order

to acquire the name of " Stundist."

In literature Baptists and Pashkoffites

are usually called Stundists, but the

“ Spiritual Christians," Young Stundists ,

The latter resemble the Quakers very much

with regard to their tenets . They are only

few in number, but they are growing rapid

ly with every year. The Young Stundists ,

or Spiritual Christians, resemble in their

doctrine and practices the so -called Dukho

bortsi ( a sect which the Government always

has considered as especially dangerous ),

and the Chlisti, or Christs, as this sect was

formerly called . There is an English book

on the Dukhobortsi, written by the Messrs.

Allen and Grell , English Friends, who

visited them early in this century, and to

whom they owe the clemency shown to

them by the Emperor Alexander I. The

majority of the Dukhobortsi at present live

in Transcaucasia , where they number about

10,000 ; but there are some of them also in

Siberia . During the last seven years they

have been most cruelly and relentlessly per

secuted, their most prominent members be

ing banished to the shores of the Polar Sea .

These persecutions have greatly elevated

their spirit and strengthened their courage,

and turned their attention more seriously

than ever to religious and moral questions.

Last spring, following the example of the

early Christians, they “ divided their pos

sessions and goods, and apportioned them

to all , as any man had need.” At present

they are establishing common husbandry ,

associated homes and workshops. These

“ silly and injurious devices," as these en

deavors to better their conditions of life are

called by the authorities, have brought

upon these harmless people new banish

ments by administrative process (banish

ment without trial). Thus exiled Dukho
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Rev. William Powell.

NURSARAVAPETTA, Feb. 3, 1896 .

I have been touring through January and

have had a very pleasant and prosperous

tour. Sixty -eight have been immersed since

January first. I have examined those candi

dates, nearly all myself, and exercise the ut

most care over those who join us. I have ad

vised a large number to wait on probation for

some months longer.

On January 25-27 the Krishna Association

was held at Nursa ravapetta , and we had very

good meetings. I endeavored to start an As

sociation in 1888, but as we were only two

missionaries in this district at that time, we

could not do it . The native brethren are tak

ing a great interest in the Association and it

is doing them a great deal of good.

Rev. W. E. Hopkins.

PalmUR , Feb. 8 , 1896 .

We find real encouragements. This morn

ing Mrs. Hopkins and I arose soon after three

o'clock, ate a light breakfast and drove six

miles with our organ and two preachers in an

ox cart. We arrived and had a service well

under way when the sun rose . For two and a

half hours we preached and sang hymns, and

Mrs. Hopkins played the organ, and we sold

books and tracts and two copies of the Telugu

New Testament to head men of the village.

It was a good time. The people heard well

and came running after us for tracts and

books as soon as they heard that some had

bought. Then they asked us to send

preacher to explain the New Testament to

them and teach them more about Christianity.

а

SIAM.

Rev. H. Adamson, M. D.

BANGKOK , Feb. 4 , 1896 .

The work among the Chinese and Siamese

is rather encouraging. During the past year

at the Chinese chapel there were twelve taken

in by baptism , eight by letter and two by ex

perience , making twenty-two in all . This

year, during the month of January, four were

taken in by baptism . On Sunday last, Feb

ruary 2, I baptized four more and one was

taken in by experience, making altogether

nine so far. There are two more candidates

for baptism on Sunday next, February 9.

CHINA.

The East China Mission . J. S. Grant, M. D.

NINGPO, March 3 , 1896 .Rev. George L. Mason.

Huchau, Jan. 30 , 1896 .

Results of Bible Study.-We have just

held with the native preachers and a few

Christians a nine days' session for daily study

of the Bible and a few lectures on church

history . All seemed to enjoy it most thor

oughly . One of the practical results was that

nineteen Chinese intelligently and deliber

ately pledged themselves to abstain from

tobacco and strong drink . This was done

with enthusiasm. We thank God for this

testimony against two evil habits which check

the Holy Spirit's work in the hearts of far

too many Christians.

We deeply sympathize with you at this

critical time. If it is to be retrenchment one

can only pray that God will much bless it to

His glory.

I have never known such a good spirit

amongst our preachers. Their meeting for

two days every two months is a good thing.

All missionaries around this place notice a

difference, however. It is God . Just heard

from Mrs. Grant, who has come in from

visiting some women who were in the hospital

last year, that she found some of them who

night and morning prayed to God , and also

exhorted their neighbors to believe. These
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rawaddy and Sandoway were ready to “ arise and call her blessed.” Preachers,

Burman and Karen, ascribe their conversion to the direct, loving efforts of

Mamma ” Thomas, as they love to call her, so that now through many lips

“ she being dead yet speaketh .”

Rev. Charles Hadley was born in Lewiston, Aug. 5 , 1864, and died of con

sumption in that city December 21 of last year. He was a graduate of Bates

College, 1886, and Newton Theological Seminary, 1890. Before finishing at

Newton he offered himself to the Union for the foreign field, and was appointed

April 28, 1890. He was designated to Madras, India, an important station in

our Telugu Mission . His advent here was most promising, and high hopes

were entertained for his future work. However, in the spring of 1894, after a

few years of service, he became utterly broken in health, and was obliged to

return to America. After reaching home he rallied somewhat, and it was

thought possible he might recover sufficiently to enter labor again in this

country. His health, however, rapidly declined with the approaching winter

and he passed quietly away in December last. By his work on the mission

field he showed marked capacity to meet the peculiar trials of missionary life .

He was a man of strong sense and sound judgment, and his death is a dis

tinct loss to our mission . His whole life was characterized by deep devotion

to the cause of Christ, and his ministry was always an honor to His name.

Mr. J. A. Finch was appointed a missionary to the Congo Sept. 19 , 1892, as

a mechanic.
He accompanied Rev. Joseph Clark to the Upper Congo and

assisted in the building at the new station at Ikoko. He was a member of the

Bloomingdale, Mich ., Baptist Church, and a man of deep consecration, and had

a sincere desire for direct spiritual work among the people. His death seems

the more sad in that he was on his way home to join his wife and family, and

our sympathies are with the bereaved widow. He died Nov. 14, 1895, being

thirty -one years of age.

Rev. William Dean , D. D., was for many years a missionary in Siam. His

work in that country began in 1835, and through his efforts the first Chinese

church was organized two years afterward. In 1845 he returned to America for

rest. During his visit he was successful in awakening an interest in the work

he had undertaken . He did not reach Hongkong on his return until 1850 ,

and his stay this time was for three years, when he again returned to America,

to remain nearly eleven years . In 1864, during the jubilee anniversary, he was

induced to resume his work at Bangkok, where he remained until 1884 with

varied success. His connection with the Union closed in 1887 , but his interest

in its work was always alive . He died at San Diego August 13. His vener

able and striking personality will be remembered by many.

The death of Mrs. George E. Whitman occurred Oct. 4 , 1895. She was the
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I have been able personally to visit only a portion of the churches during the year.

Some serious difficulties have been found and removed , and one division, of several years

standing, has, we trust, been healed and the people reunited .

A matter of great importance to our work is the employment, since May last, of Rev. T.

Thanbyah, as evangelist among churches. Having been educated at Rochester and

being a natural preacher, he combines many of the advantages of the missionary with

those of the native -born worker. His knowledge of the language, customs and character

of the people fits him , in an eminent degree, to work among them . For years he has

rendered most efficient aid in school work , and his place in our town school cannot be

filled , but we feel that as an evangelist his sphere of usefulness is greatly enlarged , and

he is enabled to exercise his gifts as a preacher. He has especially felt called upon to

urge the weaker and pastorless churches to secure pastors, and several such vacancies

have been filled . As secretary of the Home Mission Society, also, he is brought into

intimate relations with all the churches .

The Home Mission Society, which aids the weaker churches and employs a number of

workers in heathen communities, has been recently reorganized. Steps have been taken

involving considerable expense , to properly register it before the government, and to

provide for the holding of the mission property, as nearly all of the original trustees have

died .

Nearly or quite all of our young men who are graduating from the Seminary are already

settled , and a number of the under -graduates are engaged by the Society for the vacation

to work two and two in heathen localities.

A number of churches have had their pastors ordained during the year. In some cases

our people have been too conservative, and men in every way qualified have done the

work of the ministry for twelve or fifteen years without having been ordained . We now

have had two or three young men ordained who have been out of the Seminary but a

year or two. We thus have an increasing number of efficient, earnest pastors with whom

it is a pleasure to coöperate in the Lord's work.

Our annual pastors' class for a month of Bible study was held in September. The

attendance and methods employed were much as previously reported, and the interest

taken and appreciation manifested were very cheering. We especially note this, as we

believe that in the older fields our best work will be largely accomplished through our

influence upon the native ministry committed to our care.

The Theological Seminary.

Dr. Smith reports :

After the inspiring Jubilee celebration in January, 1895, the Seminary entered upon

the fifty -first year of its history , " praising God and having favor with all the people .”

The attendance in spite of the raising of the standard of admission , was slightly in excess

of the preceding year, and justified the addition of the two new dormitories, erected by

the spontaneous gifts of the Karen churches, the cost baving been apportioned among

the different fields by their representatives in attendance upon the Ju ilee services, as

mentioned in my last year's report, and hence called the " Jubilee dormitories," to corres

pond with the four “ Colby dormitories,” to which reference has been made in a previous

report

The Jubilee class of twenty -two has long since been absorbed by the fields waiting for

laborers, north , south , east and west, and has now been followed by a class of thirty -tuo,

who bid fair to disappear as rapidly and effectually. During the last month of the year,

and especially at its close, representatives of the churches were on hand to pick up any

that might be still disengaged . Not all, however, are to devote themselves to pastoral

work. Four have responded to calls from the regions beyond , and one will return to
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Northern Siam from whence he came as a lad , many years ago, to get a Christian educa

tion . The evangelistic spirit has not been slack in other years ; it could hardly be so,

when one quarter of each year, or one entire year of the four occupied by the course of

study, is spent in evangelistic work ; but during the past year, it has been especially

stimulated by visits and addresses from representatives of mission work in Africa, and

China, and by the more frequent use of my honored father's missionary hymns, to which

we were constrained by the sad event, which we commemorated on the second Sunday in

November. Mr. Thomas' voice was not the only one that faltered , as we sang in closing,

the words which have proved an inspiration to so many young men , for the space of two

generations,

“ Yes, my native land, I love thee."

Last year one young man was received from Bassein , who had finished the ninth, or

University entrance standard. I learn that several more of the same standard are intend

ing to enter the coming May. It is doubtful whether the young men of this standard will

be qualified to take a full English course , but surely they are entitled to a special course,

and their advent seems to mark the beginning of the long -anticipated Anglo - Vernacular

department. Dr. Cushing, the president of the College, is of the opinion that two years

more, or up to the F. A. standard , will be indispensable, to enable young men to cope

successfully with English text-books in a course of theology. But young men who have

passed the ninth, will surely be able to take an elementary course in New Testament

Greek, and if not able to do more, this much will prove to them a coveted prize, and they

will feel that their long years of study of the English language are fittingly crowned.

We realize the importance of not over- educating the native ministry, and shall be on our

guard against it. But the spread of education in our Christian communities indicates a

demand for a correspondingly higher order of pastors, and the churches are making their

voice heard in this direction. The purely vernacular training in the Seminary is being

gradually raised to meet this demand . In addition to this, unless higher education, even

in combination with earnest piety, is an evil, and our Christian college a mistake, there is

ample room for a select number, who shall be qualified to take a leading position not only

among the churches, but among the leaders of the churches. Our larger Christian com

munities in Burma are entering upon their fourth generation , and signs are not wanting,

healthful, hope-inspiring signs, of approaching maturity. Surely it is to this stage of

maturity that all foreign mission enterprises look forward , as their joy and crown ; but

the heathen world is ever crowding and pressing upon the Christian communities, and to

be self-directing, self-supporting, and self-propagating, wise and competent leadership is

above all things essential. This was foreseen as far back as 1853, the year of the Deputa

tion, but forty years have made it a present necessity. At that time, the committee to

which had been referred the general system of schools, and particularly the expedieney

of teaching English , reported through its chairman , Dr. Nathan Brown, that, “ We are con

vinced that native agency is to be the principal instrument in converting the masses

in heathen countries " ; and “ If we would introduce among our native churches a healthy,

vigorous, stable Christianity, we must have a portion of our native ministry thoroughly

educated and enlightened -men whose talents and acquirements shall be, as far as the

circumstances will admit, equal to those of the missionaries themselves. We should

ever bear in mind that the time will eventually come, when we must leave these churches

to their own resources , the supply of missionaries will cease, and native pasto and

teachers will fill their places. We must bend our energies to prepare our native converts

for this period. We must raise them from their state of pupilage as fast as our means

will allow . To leave them, before they have leaders of their own, to whom the treasures

of English are fully open, able to draw from our standard authors the weapons to serve

them in any emergency, would , in our opinion, be unwise. All the reasons which would

induce us to plead for an educated ministry in our own country, apply with tenfold force

to the education of our native preachers.”
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For the year 1895-96, the contributions were as follows: Rangoon, 509-1-0 ; Bassein Sgaw,

900-4-9 ; Bassein Pglo, 118-13-0 ; Shwegyin , 158-6-0 ; Henzada , 278-6-0 ; Tharrawaddy,

111-11-0 ; Maubin, 128-0-0 ; Toungoo Paku, 209.2-0 ; Toungoo Bghai, 94-7-9 ; Moulmein,

121-14-6 ; Tavoy, 57-7-3 ; Zimmai, 9-0-0 . Total, 2,686-9-3.

Burman Department.

The report of this department by Rev. W. F. Thomas shows gratifying

progress. Not only has there been a marked increase in the number of the

students, but the contributions from the Burman churches in support of the

work were larger last year than ever before .

Mr. Thomas writes :

The most successful year of all in both departments has been the past, the Jubilee year,

of the Karen Theological Seminary. Whether in number of students, who have increased

one -fourth , or in local contributions, which have gone up from a little over one hundred

rupees to nearly a thousand rupees , the Burman department is doing her best to catch up

with her sister institution . Indeed , with an entering class of thirty, one -half of whom are

Burmans and six others of whom are non -Karens, we already number nearly one -third

as many as the Karen Theological Seminary. The following is a list of our fifty students

by races, viz. , Burmans, 22 : Karens --Sg :1WS, 15, Pwos, 4--19; Chins, 5 ; Shans, 2 ;

Talaing, 1 ; Manipuri, 1. Total , 50 .

Among other advance steps which are being taken is the addition to our curriculum of a

dry-season term of three months, making the school year coterminous with the Karen

Theological Seminary and enabling both departments to close simultaneously with

appropriate exercises the last week of January . While Dr. Rose's poor health has de

prived us to a great extent of his valued assistance, we have been strengthened by the

addition to our faculty of Syah Aung Baw , an ordained evangelist from Sandoway,

whence we are welcoming still other reinforcements to take the place of such veterans as

Thrah Shwe Nu , who will be missed in the Burmese as well as the Karen department of

the Seminary. The spiritual tone of the institution has been excellent, while the revival

in Kemendine has provided a fresh outlet for our evangelistic zeal.

Seven more left the Burmese Theological Seminary this year, all but one of whom were

spoken for before their graduation and one of whom , a pure Talaing, hopes to go as the

first missionary of the Burma Baptist Convention to his countrymen near Bangkok in

Siam . Other larger and more promising classes await the training of Brother Eveletli

whom it gave us all great joy to welcome the week before commencement, and who will

doubtless be in need of all the additional dormitories and recitation rooms for which we

are planning. We are especially glad to avail ourselves of so valuable an addition to our

faculty as Brother Eveleth , who not only relieves us for a needed rest, but whom we hope

to see in permanent charge of the Burman department, which is to be heartily congratu

lated on the acquisition of the literary and other fruits of his ripe scholarship .

Baptist College , Rangoon .

The accompanying reports from Doctor Cushing, Professor Gilmore, Doctor

Hicks and Mr. Valentine give evidence that the College is fast becoming

worthy of our noble mission . The total attendance in all departments last

year was three hundred and sixty -four, representing ten different races . The
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More than 6,000 Bibles, portions, books and booklets have been sold , and many thousands

of two-page tracts given away.

Do not cease to pray that the good seed scattered over the country by word of mouth

and printed page may bear fruit in conversions to God .

Enylixh Baptist Church.

No report has been received from the English Baptist Church .

MOULMEIN - 1827 .

Burman Mission . - Rev. E. 0. Stevens (and wife in United States ), Rev. W. A. Sharp and

wife, Miss Susie E. Haswell, Miss Martha Sheldon , Miss Ellen E. Mitchell, M. D.,

Miss M. Elizabeth Carr, Miss L. M. Dwyer.

Karen Mission . - Rev. W. C. Calder, Mrs. C. H. R. Elwell (in the United States), Miss E. J.

Taylor.

Puo-Karen Mission . - Rev . Walter Bushell and wife .

English Church .-- Rev. F. Dem . Crawley and wife.

Eurasian Home.- Miss Sarah R. Slater, Miss Alice L. Ford .

Mr. Stevens reports :

In no year since December 23 , 1889, the date of my coming to Moulmein , have I

done so little preaching as in the year now under review . At one time I became

so alarmed at the state of my throat, that I feared I should be obliged to return to

America ; but Miss E. E. Mitchell, M. D. , has taken great interest in my case , and

by the blessing of the Lord upon her care and prescriptions, and four or five months

of enforced rest, my voice so greatly improved, that on December 22, I was permitted

to reënter the pulpit where Judson , Wade, Haswell and my revered father used to

stand to proclaim the everlasting gospel in the Burmese language.

It seemed hard to be compelled to give up my adult Bible class in the Sunday

school, and the rainy season preachers' class on account of this attack of laryngitis.

But, although I have done less public speaking than usual, I have not been idle . The

preparation of copy for the " English and Peguan Vocabulary, ” and the reading of

proofs have served to take up my mind, and keep me from breaking down under de

pression of spirits. I went once each to Kamawet, Kyweh -gyan, and Biluh Isle, twice

to Kawbein, thrice to Rangoon and Insein on mission business, and five times to

Thatón .

A new deputy commissionership has recently been constituted with headquarters

at Thatón . It seems, therefore, more important than ever, that a mission family should

be appointed to take charge of the Shan, Taungthu and Burmese work there, especially

as Miss Lawrence is on the eve of embarkation for the United States. After having

performed long and faithful service in connection with the Moulmein Burmese Boys'

school, Miss Barrows on November 25, removed to Thatôn , to occupy for one year

( D. V.) the house built by the late Mrs. Kelly . I have no doubt she will prove to be

as cordial and helpful as Miss Lawrence has been for the past six years , in further

ing every good word and work in the town and district of Thatón . I hope that through

her fostering care the attendance at the day school and Sunday school on the Shan

compound will be greatly increased .

As usual of those baptized the majority were from the Boys' Boarding school, of

which Rev. W. A. Sharp assumed full charge the first of October, and from the Girls'

Boarding school, superintended by Misses Sheldon and Dyer. In the city and jungle

it was my privilege to baptize altogether twenty- five. This is the largest number i
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ever baptized in a single year. Uh Reuben reports two baptisms at Kamawet, brut

none at Amherst.

Ah Syoo, head master of the Boys' school and superintendent of the Moulmein

Burmese Sabbath school, continues to take his turn with Uh Reuben and Dr. Shawloo

in preaching the afternoon sermon at the Burmese chapel. At the preaching service

held every Lord's day evening at the schoolhouse in the Daingwûnquin quarter of

the town , we have not unfrequently a congregation of twenty or thirty attentive

listeners from among the heathen passersby . The success of Miss Carr's Sunday school

for heathen children is a constant reminder of how much needs to be done at Muproon.

I hope that ere long an assistant may be stationed in that part of the town.

One marked feature has been the starting of a little Talaing mission school it

Kawpauk, near Kawbein. In December the pupils passed a very creditable examin

ation in the Talaing spelling-book and the Peguan catechism . In response to an

application from myself, J. Van Someren Pope, Esq. , director of public instruction ,

has recently informed me that the concessions to Talaing schools have been extended

to March 31, 1897, so that up to that time results will be granted to vernacular schools

in the Amherst district for proficiency in Talaing as well as Burmese.

The reports from the assistants are very incomplete. The summary of their diaries

and six of my own gives a total of 1,390 tracts and leaflets distributed gratis, and

13,725 learers. We have also sold 825 tracts and fifty Scripture portions (not includ

ing New Testameuts ) in six to eight different languages, for fourteen rupees and

threj annas, during the calendar year 1895.

Tuesday evening, November 29, we had the great pleasure of welcoming to these

shores Rev. and Mrs. Crawley and one daughter, and Rev. and Mrs. Bushell and

two daughters. Now that our prayers have been answered by the coming of one

juan for the English department, as well as one for the Pwo-Karen department,

we feel encouraged to hope that the promise of a missionary from America for the

Talaing department may be speedily fulfilled .

Burman Boys' School .

This school during the past year has been under the care of Rev. W. A.

Sharp and wife . His report will appear in the report of the Woman's Baptist

Foreign Missionary Society .

Karen Mission .

Mr. Calder reports :

In reviewing the work of the last year there seems to be every reason for thankfulness ;

though nothing brilliant has been accomplished , converts from heathenism have not

come in in swarms, yet apparently enough advance has been made to lead us to believe

the Father's blessing has been with us .

Early in the year a month was given to the churches in the Papun section of the field .

That country is almost entirely peopled by Karens ; there are hardly 800 Burmans in the

whole district . It was pleasing to notice how kindly these poor mountaineers take to

the idea of self-support ; one might naturally suppose if anyone needed help it would be

they.

The departure of Mr. Armstrong for Rangoon left the English church work upon me

from May until September, making it impossible to go much among the native churches

during the rains. I regretted the necessity of taking the time from the Karen department.

but, believing in the English work, I cannot feel the time thus taken was thrown away .
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There is no more important and at the same time needy work in Burma than that for

the English -speaking population. Many of the Europeans and Eurasians are connected

by marriage and birth with the native people, and through them we might have an

influence for good over these we have come to help. The privilege of doing work in

one's own language is an added blessing, as well as the kindly sympathy and support of

the people for whom one is working ; therefore I regard the few months given to the

English department as among the pleasantest spent in Burma.

With the closing of the work in the English church the month's study on the gospel

of John with the pastors' class began. All the sessions were well attended, the higher

classes of our town school also being present at the morning periods . This month's study

has drawn all our pastors nearer together, has given them a greater interest in the school ,

as well as, we trust, a deeper interest in the study of the Bible, and a greater knowledge

of the needs of their heathen neighbors.

One of the pleasantest features of the year was the graduating exercises of the class

of seven young women who had pursued a three years' course of study in Miss Lawrence's

training school. I suppose this is the first instance of the kind in Burma. The examina

tion, conducted by our pastors, showed that the young women had not spent their time

in vain , and we trust that in going out now they may be eminently useful in the work

for which they have, with such loving care, been prepared .

In October the prayer, that for over a quarter of a century has been offered , was

answered . The Bushells came to take up the work among the Pwos. Though there are

more than 55,000 people of this tribe about Moulmein it is many years since they have

had a male missionary, who could speak their own language, to lead them. Since the

arrival of Mr. Bushell the time has largely been spent in visiting the churches, and as

far as possible encouraging them in the work of reaching out into the regions beyond.

Situated as we are on the borders of Siam there are splendid opportunities for evan

gelistic work among the almost untouched heathen of that dark land. The Karen

churches of Siam are still holding out their hands to us, and calling for a missionary to

lead them . As yet no one has come to their help, neither have we been able in the last

two years to do so much as to send one to visit them .

During the year that has passed 109 have been added by baptism , and there has been

an increase in offerings for almost every department of the work .

The English Baptist Church .

During the past year the staff at Moulmein has been strengthened by the

addition of Rev. F. DeMille Crawley, who has assumed charge of the English

Baptist Church . In addition to this Mr. Crawley is acquiring a knowledge of

Burmese that he may do effective work among this people.

Mr. Crawley writes :

For ten months of the current year, Rev. W. F. Armstrong continued in his pastoral

relation to this church . The records show the reception and baptism of five members,

pupils attending the Eurasian girls ' school. In the frequent absence from the field of

Brother Armstrong , rendered necessary by the demands of the Tamil and Telugu work,

his place was filled with much acceptance by Brethren Stevens, Sharp and Calder.

The present pastor began his work on the first Sunday in November. For nearly

two weeks the retiring pastor remained on the field , giving bis invaluable aid in a very

thorough canvass of the city. In addition to the members of the church and congre

gation, every prominent citizen , official or otherwise, European or native, was duly

called upon . The reception accorded to the new pastor and his family by this church
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desire to bring this question home to the brethren of the churches, who love

this work and pray for its progress.

The missionary band who set forth on their return to Western China dur

ing January have reported their arrival at their respective stations. Messrs.

Upcraft and Openshaw in prosecuting their investigations of the region lying

between Suichaufu and the Burman frontier, found it most feasible to enter

this region from the west, up the valley of the Irrawaddy. They accordingly

proceeded by sea to Rangoon from Tongkin. Their visit to our principal

stations in Burma was blessed to the work and workers, and created the

deepest interest among the native churches in Western China, evinced by

the generous contributions made. From Bhamo, Messrs . Upcraft and Open

shaw have journeyed overland in a northeasterly direction to Suichaufu . As a

result of this tour of inspection , Mr. Upcraft wishes to open a station upon the

west of the mountains, giving him thus freer access to the country reaching

thence to the frontiers of Burma.

The condition of the work at the separate stations may be gathered from the

following reports.

BANGKOK, SIAM – 1833 .

Rev. H. Adamsen , M. D. , and wife.

Doctor Adamsen has recently been appointed a missionary of the Union.

He will have entire charge of the mission at Bangkok. This mission includes

work among the Chinese in the Chinese language, and for the Siamese in their

language. Doctor Adamsen was born and reared in Bangkok, receiving his

education in America. He has a lucrative medical practice, but relinquishes

it in order to become a missionary of the Union . His fluency in the use of

both the Chinese and Siamese languages and his knowledge of the people spe

· cially fit him for this work. The mission has a church composed of Chinese,

which has recently received additions by baptism , and Doctor Adamsen con

templates the organization of a church from the Siamese. The following

statements from a recent letter may prove of interest in the absence of a for

mal report.

The work among the Chinese has been of late very encouraging. From a mem

bership of twelve we have increased to thirty-eight, and most of them were admitted

by baptism . Two were baptized on July 21 , and now there are two more candidates for

baptism . The building has not been large enough for the congregation and I had to

enlarge it by extending the front.

The work among the Siamese at the new mission within the city wall is still

encouraging. We have two services a week on Thursday and Sunday, when Krue

Joy, an earnest native worker, and myself preach . I have been able to gather to

gether seven native Christians living in the neighborhood of the mission, Mrs. Adamsen

and myself making nine in number. This number constitutes the Christian con

gregation. But at each service we have the pleasure of preaching to as many as the

house will hold , and to those standing on the outside, besides.
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MISSIONARIES
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-GENERAL STATISTICAL TABLE .
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menproclamation does grant no such liberties,

so everything will remain as it is-perse

cution, where officials hate the children

of God, difficulties and only night meet

ings where better -minded execute

the laws. In Russia everything depends

on the officials . So you must continue

to pray for our brethren in Russia.

TOURING IN NELLORE DISTRICT.

REV . FRANK H. LEVERING .

Early this year, Jr. Stone and the writer

left Nellore with the intention of visiting

every village in the western part of this

field . For two months we traveled from

place to place. We selected such villages

for camping as offered the best facilities for

reaching other villages round about, and in

them we pitched our tent. My notebook

says we found eighteen such halting

places. Many of these are fine localities,

in which good Telugu preachers or teachers

could be located with advantage to the

cause, if only the men and the money were

available.

Podala kur is a centre in which four or

five good roads meet and from which

twenty -one villages can be reached . In

these villages there are twelve thousand

heathen souls. Amamcherla also , with its

sixteen neighboring villages and seven or

eight thousand heathen souls, ought to be

manned . In these villages there are , I be

lieve, many people who would believe if

only there were a preacher or a teacher

stationed in the village permanently on

whom they could rely.

This tour took us into one hundred and

fifty villages. We held two hundred and

fifty services, and traveled on horseback

and in cart seven hundred and fifty miles.

The gospel was preached to about twelve

thousand heathen . They listened atten

tively to the spoken word and showed their

interest by buying tracts and little books

quite liberally. The copies of the Gospel of

Luke and John sold very well indeed . I

am of the opinion that the books for which

the people pay even a trifle are more highly

prized than are those which are given to

them . We hope that some good seed has

been sown in the hearts of the ople , and

that the enemy may not be able to sow

tares and choke the grain .

The heat has obliged us to abandon tent

work for this year. With the coming of

cool weather again we shall be glad to

begin afresh .

LETTERS

INDIA.

BURMA . Tuesday and Wednesday, February 18 and

The Burman Mission .
19. The Tavoyan Burmese Christians had

made such an abundant provision for their

Rev. Edward O. Stevens. guests, that they hardly knew what to do with

MOULMEIN , April 17 , 1896. the money which the delegates had brought

The Association Meeting : -During the with them to help in defraying the expenses

quarter ending on the 31st of March, in of entertainment. They decided to use the

search of Talaings I traveled further to the surplus on preaching tours undertaken in the

south and to the northwest than ever before. interval of waiting for the arrival of the

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Talaing steamer. One party visited Monmagon, while

Burmese Association took place at Tavoy Brother Hale and I hired a Burmese boat to
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take us to Sidaw , a large Talaing village a

little to the southeast of the mouth of the

Tavoy River. We were accompanied by four

Talaing preachers, who had come as delegates

from the Moulmein and Kamawet churches.

They did faithful work during the three days

of our stay .

At Kywelgyan, Sunday, March 15, I bap

tized three Talaings , one young couple

recently married and a girl of twenty -one,

who had learned to read Burmese in Miss

Sheldon's school. The next morning Brother

Bushell and I started on our walk of twenty

four miles by the road from Martaban to

Thatôn , where we arrived on the following

Wednesday morning . He and his three

helpers sought out the Pwo Karens, and my

two assistants and I , the Talaings. Some of

our hearers had become quite Burmanized ;

but we found many who needed to be reached

through the medium of their own tongue

wherein they were born .

Easter Sunday, Pastor Reuben baptized

ten , all of whom were Talaings (Peguans)

except one. Ten is the largest number ever

received hy baptism at one time in the history

of the Kamawet church . This revival seems

to be the direct result of the divine blessing

upon the labors of Moung Aung -byu, who has

just graduated from the Burmese Theological

Seminary at Insein. Some of these cases of

conversion appear to be quite marked .

Prominent among them is Uh Dût, an elderly

man , who was among the first to listen and

inquire at the beginning of the work in Kama

wet. He has still in his possession the copy

of the Peguan New Testament which was

given to him by the late Rev. James R. Has

well . For about twenty - five years Uh Dût

has been holding out against the truth in the

hope of finding salvation among the tenets of

the “ inner-law ” sect of Buddhists, to which

he belonged . Now he not only confesses that

his search was vain , but also persuades his

own wife , two of his sons and their wives to

follow his example by embracing Christianity.

This new movement seems to be con

nected with the movement to send a preacher

to the Mons (Peguans) of Bangkok. Uh Dat

was born in Siam , and now the desire is

awakened within him to go back to his native

place and tell his countrymen of " the gospel

of the blessed God. " However, the man who

had previously volunteered to go under the

auspices of the Burma Baptist Missionary

Convention , is Uh Leh , whose wife, Ma Hpet,

escaped from Siam with her parents when

she was a young maiden .

May 7.—The book , which I brought out

with the competent native help , was the

Talaing spelling -book. So far as I bare been

able to ascertain , that was the first time the

tables of combinations of Peguan vowels and

consonants had ever been printed. Since

then I have edited the translation into Von of

Dr. Judson's little tract called " Astronomy. "

I am at present bringing out the " English and

Peguan Vocabulary,” consisting of Dr. Has

well's Peguan and English Vocabulary ,

turned over and corrected , and more than six

hundred new words added in columns. I

have thus turned aside from my life work in

order to prepare for the coming of a mis

sionary from America , to take up the work

left by Dr. Haswell at his death twenty years

ago. I suppose there can be no question but

that there are thousands more of Talaings

who can read Talaing than of Sgaws who can

read Sgaw Karen . It seems sad that no mis

sionary designated to the Talaings should

have been sent out from America since Dr.

Haswell's death ,

The Karen Mission .

Rev. William Carey Calder.

MOULMEIN , April 22 , 1896 .

A Neglected District. I have just re

turned from a trip up the Bulin River, re

turning by way of Papun . The work in this

section is almost untouched . Why it has re

mained so long uncared for I cannot under

stand . It seems to have been no-man's-land .

I judge each missionary has thought the

other was caring for it and thus all these

years there has been a section of country with

many large villages in it, and only five days

from Moulmein, where there has never been

either a missionary or a native Christian to

preach the gospel. The people were amazed

when I asked them about Christ.

A Promising Field.-In some respects my

Papun trip was a disappointment. I fear the

man who has charge of that important place

needs closer supervision than can be given
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our as

from such a distance as Moulmein . It is

impossible to go there very often. At the best

season it is ten days away-sometimes as

much as two weeks ; then the fever is very

common . Last year of all my party I was

the only one to escape the fever. Some of

my friends think , in view of my past history ,

it is almost suicidal for me to attempt the

care of that place, but thus far I have

escaped . On my recent journey I had the

pleasure of baptizing eight, and from the

heathen as well as the Christians I received

a most kindly welcome. You see, the people

are almost untouched by Buddhism ; they

have nothing but their devil worship, and

the gospel finds a readier entrance than

in hearts filled with the half truths of

Gaudama. In some places I was greatly

pained to find that monasteries with their

priests were already established . The people

have been seeking the light of the world, and

found nothing but the " Light,” rather the

darkness, " of Asia . " I am fully convinced

that we need to bestir ourselves very vigor

ously during the next few years if the valley

of the Bulin is to belong to Christ.

With my increased appropriation I have

been able to call some of our seminary young

men to spend their vacation with us . I think

they have done good work , not only among

the heathen but also among the Christians.

Then , too , in the long neglected Lamainy

country there is at last an evangelist at work .

I think we are moving forward in almost

every direction but Siam - Siam , with two

hundred Christians, and for two years with

out any one to administer communion or

baptism ! Surely neglecting our

opportunity.

past few years, the latest being Ka-nyin -sine,

with seven members. Aung Bah , the lead

ing spirit there, is just putting up a new

chapel, costing Rs. 800 , at his own expense,

and proposes making a boarding school for

all that section . He has one of the best of

Bassein ex.pupils, Hpo Theng,

teacher, under whom pupils who did not

know how to make the nine digits were, in

ten months, taught to do thorough work as

far as through long division and into factor

ing. The Bible is taught an hour and a half

each, day, and it was inspiring beyond de

scription to hear the thoughtful , reverent

prayers of dear boys and girls , whose homes

are yet heathen .

South of Bassein we have but one small

church . I have taken up again the work in

that section , interrupted for many years. It

has a dense Pwo population, very willing to

listen . Two heathen villages have now each

one Christian man , recently converted, bear

ing steady and courageous witness for

Christ. We have three or four native workers

in this section the past year.

Our Annual Association, held at Sat

kwin (a heathen village the first time I

visited it twelve years ago) , drew together a

little over a thousand Pwos, more than half

of whom were heathen . The meetings were

harmonious, strong and stimulating. Those

in Michigan, and elsewhere, who know Brother

K. S. Thabue, will be interested to know that

this village has given him a helpmeet, and

that he was simply invaluable in assisting the

preparations for the associational gathering.

One hundred and eleven baptisms were re

ported for the year. A division in the Engma

church appeared in their report of ninety -one

members dismissed by letter. The Maungtha

church renewed its request of last year for

dismission from the association . So while a

great and effectual door is opened among the

heathen, there are active, though not numer

ous, adversaries. These things greatly sad

den us ; but the work is God's, and I desire,

most of all , the spirit of wisdom and of meek

we are

Rev. L. W. Cronkhite.

BASSEIN , April 13 , 1896 .

My jungle travel for the season was sor

rowfully laid by at the end of March . With

so many hundreds of villages needing the

gospel, and not unkindly disposed, one would

gladly travel all the time. It would probably

require thirty years to spend a week in each

village in my field . The Kyon-pyau region

is remarkably open to the truth . About a

dozen churches have been formed there the

ness .

Our evangelists showed themselves men.

Our churches have given more than almost

erer before for their support, but the great

increase in their number made it necessary
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INDIA.

BURMA . mission , and he on week days works hard

The Burman Mission .
at teaching school. It has filled my heart

with joy to sit and listen to these lay sermons ;

Rev. Edward O. Stevens. for they have shown much care in prepara

MOULMEIN , Aug. 8 , 1896 . tion , fitness to the occasion, soundness of

" Joyful news to Zion bearing " are the views and animation in delivery. This is

words which seem to be ringing in my ears ,
the second time since my coming to Moul

as I write. You will be glad to learn that
mein that the church has granted leave to

the good work to which I referred in my
U Kangyi. He is one of the men whom

last quarterly report, is still going on . On
my father, of blessed memory , was per

the 17th of May, eight more Talaings were
mitted to train for the gospel ministry. Our

baptized by U Reuben at Kamawet; and
prayer is that one of his sons or some other

at about the same time two were restored
of our young men will be found ready to

to church fellowship. Two have since died ; step in and fill his place, when he shall have

but we rejoice in the assurance that they. been laid aside from the pastorate by the

were prepared for a happy entrance into the infirmities of age.

rest that remaineth for the people of God .

Nineteen is a larger net gain than the
The Karen Mission .

Kamawet church ever had before in any

Rev. H. Morrow.

one half year. At the beginning of the rains

most of the Christians, as well as the other
Tavoy , Aug. 5, 1896 .

villagers , went off to work their paddy fields;
I am getting along alone better than I

but when they meet together on the Lord's
feared. I feel that some one is praying for

day in the chapel, there is that same spirit of
me , for my way opens up every day with such

harmony which has prevailed ever since the
abundant mercies. I have parted with my

blessing came.
wife for His sake, and His promise is more

than fulfilled to me .
The cheering intelligence has reached

us that the Talaing couple who recently
Last Sabbath I baptized six , and others

were sent by the Burma Baptist Missionary
are seeking the Savior. A deep seriousness

Convention as foreign missionaries, arrived
prevails in the school.

safely at Bangkok , after having been only
We have had the greatest storm of wind

fifteen days on the voyage from Moulmein
and rain we have ever seen in Tavoy, and

via Rangoon and Singapore. They were
very great damage has been done to the

favorably received whithersoever they went;
('rops. Not only has the paddy in the low

and success was vouchsafed unto their evan
land been killed by being submerged SO

gelistic labors, so that applicants for bap
long, but that in high land has been wasbed

tism came forward from among the Mons,
away. Our deputy commissioner told

their countrymen , before they had been six
yesterday, " My myokes are coming to

weeks in Siam .
in tears . All the paddy has been killed. " All

A Vacation.-- On Monday, June 8, the
this adds to our care and labor, but He knows

pru tial committee of the Moulmein
what is best.

Talaing-Burmese church voted three months'

leave to pastor I ' Kangyi, whose cough has
The Shan Mission .

been very troublesome for some time. Dur W. C. Griggs, M. D.

ing the rest of that month the Sabbath ser BHAMO, Aug. 12, 1896 .

vices were conducted in the chapel by volun- The work looks much brighter here. Two

teers , only one of whom is employed by the young men , one a boy in the school , are

me

me


