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ican Baptist Missionary Union. Literature regarding it will be sent to every
pastor on the home field of the Union,and we trust that the Plan of Campaign
will be taken up at once and vigorously by every pastor, that the members of
the churches will most cordially coiperate, that the dates mentioned will be set
apart for this purpose and that everything possible will be done to make this
movement a grand missionary and spiritual success.
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Rev. J. 8. Adams and wife, Hanyang, China, 1883, 1893.

Rev. Thomas Adams, Leopoldville, Congo, West Africa, tia Antwerp, 1892.

Rev. H. Adamsen, M. D., New Sce Kak, Bangkok, Siam, 1896.

iMiss Johanna Anderson, Toungoo, Burma, 1888.

Rev. C. B. Antisdel and wife, 2073 Lydia Place, Jefferson P'ark, Chicago, Ill., 1892,
Rev. W. F. Armstrong, Rangoon, Burma, 1884, 1893.

Mrs. W. F. Armstrong, care Chancellor Wallace, Toronto, Ont.

Rev. Willilam Ashmore, D. D., and wife, Swatow, China, 1850, 1895.

Rev. Willlam Ashmore, Jr., and wife, Swatow, China, 1879, 1891.

{Miss Flora E. Ayres, La Porte, 1nd., 1893.

Edward Baliley, M. D., and wife, Swatow, China, 1893.

Rev. A. L. Bain and wife, Banza Manteke, Congo, West Africa, vie Antwerp, 1893.
Rev. J. M. Baker and wife, Ongole, Madras Presidency, India, 1895.

Rev. B. A. Baldwin and wife, Thayetmyo, Burma, 1895.

Rev. C. B. Banks and wife, Equatorville, Congo, West Africa, via Antwerp, 1882, 1895.
1Miss M. E. Barchet, St. Margarets, Anne Arundel Co., Md., 1893.

8. P. Barchet, M. D., and wife, Kinhwa vie Ningpo, China, 1875, 1893.

*Miss D. D. Barlow, 47 Shimotera machi, Himeji, Japan, 1894.

*Miss Sarah B. Barrows, Thaton, Burma, 1872, 1887.

Mr. W. F. Beaman and wife, Kiating, care the local post, Hankow, China, 1893.
Rev. W. H. Beeby and wife, Fidelity, Ill., 1891.

Rev. A. A. Bennett and wife, 67b Bluff, Yokohama, Japan, 1879, 1892.

{Miss E. A. Bergman, Vinukonda, Madras Presidency, India, 1891.

Rev. Philipp Bickel, D. D., 98 Mittelweg Borgfelde, Hamburg, Germany.

Rev. A. Billington and wife, Bwemba, Congo, West Africa, via Antwerp, 1881, 1893.
tMiss J. M. Bixby, M. D., Swatow, China, 1894.

tMiss Lilian Blair, 1896.

{Miss Olive M. Blunt, 168 Innai, Chofu, Yamaguchi ken, Japan, 1890.

Rev. Wheeler Boggess and wife, Kundakur, Madras Presidency, India, 1892.

Rev. 8. A. D. Boggs, Tura, Assam, India, 1891.

Mrs. 8. A. D. Boggs, Akron, Iowa.

Rev. W. B. Boggs, D. D., and wife, Secunderabad, Deccan, India, 1878, 1895.

Mr. W. E. Boggs and wife, Sattanapalli, Madras Presidency, India, 1890.

*Miss L. H. Booker, Bapatla, Madras Presidency, India, 1892.

tMiss E. M. Boynton, Ningpo, China, 1894.

Rev. F. J. Bradshaw, care the local post, Hankow, China, 1893.

Rev. J. C. Brand and wife, 9a Tsukiji, Tokyo. Japan, 1890.

Rev. D. L. Brayton, Rangoon, Burma, 1837, 1872.

sMrs. L. M. Breed, M. D., Nalgonda, Deccan, India, 1895.

Rev. K. O. Broady, D. D., Bethel Seminary, Stockholm, Sweden.

Rev. George H. Brock and wife, Kanigiri, Nellore District, India, 1891.

Rev. Aug. Broholm, Kristuskapellet, Baggensgade, Copenhagen, N. Denmark.

Mrs. M. R. Bronson, 12668 Curtis Avenue, Cleveland, O., 1872.

{Miss H. M. Browne, Haskell, Kan., 1886.

Rev. Edwin Bullard and wife. Kavali, Nellore District, Irndia, 1870, 1896.
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tunity would allow, 1 urged upon pastors
an effort in that direction.

Our own church in Cortland, N. Y., under
the leadership of Dr. H. A. Cordo, furnishes
an example. The pastor had inaugurated a
monthly missionary concert, not by asking
anybody’s advice, consent or approval, but
by simply having it. Under his leadership
the missionary meeting became the largest
meeting of the month, and the interest is
still sustained. Carefully and ably pre-
pared papers, which had, in the Circle, been
read to fifteen or twenty ladies, were
brought out and read to one or two hun-
dred people, and the church learned with
surprise of the talent possessed by persons
previously almost unknown. In addition to
these papers, filne selections have been
read, usually by young ladies; recitations
in prose and verse; specially appropriate
music by the congregation; quartettes and
solos, and all interspersed with earnest
prayers in behalf of missions and mis-
slonaries, have rendered these meetings of
great interest and profit. The people would
be very unwilling that the Monthly Mis-
sionary meeting should be discontinued.

“But,” says the pastor of a church of
fifty members, “that is all very well for
Cortland, or any other large church, but
how about the small churches with widely
scattered membership, and not more than
ten or twenty at any prayer meeting?”
Well. interest your ten or twenty, and they
may prove to be the Elijahs on the mount;
in answer to whose prayers copious show-
ers of blessing may fall upon the Israel of
God.

If you cannot secure a large attendance
at your weekly prayer meeting, take a
Sunday evening for a missionary concert.
A larger congregation can be gzithered in
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a country or village church at a concert
than almost any other service, and you may
just as well have an interesting and draw-
ing missionary concert as a Sunday School
concert. Secure one or two ladies of the
Mission Circle to read the papers they have
prepared and read to their circle. Get two
or three young persons to recite or read
some missionary selections in prose, or
verse. Ask some brother or sister to read
up, furnishing them the material, and re-
port upon some missionary’s life and work,
or on some mission fleld, what has been
done, with what results and prospects.
Secure the best music you can, and have
plenty of it. Give a short, bright address
yourself, just as though you believed in,
and loved this work. Occasionally ask your
district secretary to visit you, to preach on
missions in the morning, and give a popu-
lar address upon some phase of the work
in the evening. District secretaries like to
be invited to make such visits, and do such
work. They will try to go anyway, but it
is better to be invited as though they are
really wanted. Experience enables the
writer to speak feelingly here. Then call in
a returned missionary when you can, or
some young man or woman under appoint-
ment as a missionary. In such ways avail
yourself of all possible helps, and you can-
not fail; and your own people, missionaries
on their far-away flelds, and happy con-
verts in heathen lands, or in the dark
places of our own land will “Rise up and
call you blessed.”

Brethren, wil: you do it?

You can do it if you will. God bless you,
and prosper you in the great work, and if
not before, we will hope to meet and talk
it over on the other shore.

TONQUIN

REV. WILLIAM M. UPCRAFT

8 one stands upon the northern horder
of Tonquin, at the point where France
and China join, there is little to attract
attention or mark the fact that here is
one of the points where Western pressure is

being brought to pear upon the exclusive-
ness of the Chinese.

The muddy waters of the Red River roll
carelessly along to the South, while from
the east a little clear water stream joins
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the larger river and marks the true bound-
ary. On one side is a little compact vil-
lage of Chinese (many of them from Can-
ton) called Hsinfang (“new house’) on the
other is the cnce white wall of a French
fort with the few dependent streets of Lao
Kal (“old street”) and all begirt with a
waste of jungle of the richest variety.

Lao Kal affords an excellent point from
which to view the present position of af-
fairs along the Chinese southern border.

To the east is the long frontier line ex-
tending across two large provinces, thus
giving the French many points of access to
a valuable country; to the south and
southeast are the French possessions of
Tonquin, Annam and Cochin-China, while
to the west lies the newly-acquired terri-
tory under the recent treaty with England,
that brings the French up to the Mekong
River and thus into contact with the Brit-
ish on the eastern frontier of Burma.

The interest for the political student lies
in this grouping of competing forces, the

rivalry between the French and English.

in their coercion and commercial develop-
ment of this section of China, and the
astute diplomiacy of the uncertain Chinese,
whose apparent interest lies In friendship
for each rival and concession to neither,
though such may be forced from her by
both.

But how great soever may be the inter-
est politically (and political developments
have undeniably a large influence on mis-
sionary work) this region holds a more
vivid interest for the student of mission
work and progress.

A brief survey commencing with Burma
on the Bay of Bengal, a fleld unsurpassed
in promise and fruitfulness, the home of a
vigorous and growing church: then across
the Salwen and its adjoining mountain
ranges, to the valley of the Menam, the im-
_portant sphere of the Presbyterian Mission,
now pressing northward into the Laos
country, and yet again farther eastward
to the French possessions of Indo-China,
a large territory as yet a stranger to evan-
gelical mission work, affords large ground
for reflection.

Into the undefilned and hitherto debat-

able country lying between Burma, Siam,
Tonquin and China, now divided between
France and England (in which division the
latter did not get the lion’s share), the
home of various and strange peoples, full
of ethnological problems and possibilities,
the Missionary Union is advancing across
the Shan States to find, we hope, a door of
entrance to the wider regions, on the east.

The splendid foundation already laid in
Burma, should prove to be but the begin-
ning of an ever-increasing work, as endur-
ing as it is extensive.

It is worthy of remark that the western
half of this Indo-Chinese peninsula con-
tains some of the most productive flelds
of evangelical missions, Burma under
British rule and Siam governed by a king
of its own, while all the eastern half under
French control has no mission but those
of the Catholic church.

Perhaps Tonquin has not received the
attention it deserves from evangelical
Christians. Its situation, its readiness of
access, its extensive population and grow-
ing importance are not fully recognized.

The people are smaller physically and
less civilized socially than their neighbork
the Chinese. Centuries of political servi-
tude and uncertainty have operated to in-
duce a shyness in them that one sometimes
longs to see produced in a modified form
among the Chinese.

The present development of the province
is not very marked or speedy, being chag-
acterized by the instability and dilatory
methods current in French colonial admin-
istration.

From our first contact with the genial
commandmant of the fort at Lao Kal till
the time of our departure from Halphong,
we were ever conscious of the presence and
functions of the military. There seemed
to be some suspicion of us that somewhat
interfered with our plans so that instead
of traveling deck passage on the single pas-
senger boat running between Lao Kal and
Yenbal, it was only after a brisk exchange
of telegrams that our passage was secured
and no option ot class was left to us. we
must go by saloon at the rates fixed at
headquarters.
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The little steamer puffed out into the
river and for the whole day's run we
seemed to be far more at the mercy of the
stream than we had been in the Chinese
rowboat. The captain was an Annamese,
the only French officer being the commis-
saire who took no charge of navigating.

‘We sometimes were twirling round in the
current, sometimes scraping gravel shoals
and sometimes brushing in the jungle
grass at the river side but at length we
made the end of the first stage at Yenbal.
No town had been passed, few natives

called on the Catholic prieat who lives In
a little house in a pretty flower garden be-
hind the unfinished cathedral. Attentive,
even solicitous for our comfort, he called
his boy to bring wine for our refreshment
which being declined to his regret and sur-
prise, because he really wished to show
his good feeling, he next had produced a
box of cigars, but these also were declined
to his evident distress. Why wouldn't we
take something? At length a happy
thought struck him, and leading us out
through the cathedral he had the bell most

FAN PALMS

seen, and but for the military stations here
and there we might have come through
a land without inhabitants, yet the people
are there. away back in the jungle; the
years of uncertainty have led them to seek
the seclusion of the forest rather than
court the attention of the tax gatherers or
pirates.

Yenba! Las the beginnings of a town
and is the centre of a large district.

Having been presented to the command-
ant and very cnurtenusly scrutinized we

vigorously rung in order that we might
be reminded of its uses and have memories
of home revived.

It was an art of thoughtful eourtesy such
as perhaps only a Frenchman eould have
thought of.

The next stage was to Hanol, the capital
of Tonquin, a pretty little town built round
a minlature lake, the seat of a Catholle
Blshoprie and the centre of colonial anthor-
ity.

The country hay now changed entirely
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in aspect, the jungle and the hills are left
behind and the vessel glides through ca-
nals and creeks across a perfectly flat coun-
try, well cultivated and populous. The
tiny hamlets each with a Buddhist temple
and a grove of beautiful bamboos shelter-
ing the woven bamboo and straw houses,
are scattered everywhere in this delta of
the Red River. The appearance of the
country suggests boundless agricultural
wealth. The people do their farming much
as the Chinese do. We saw them caring
for their water buffaloes, or -carrying
home thelr harvest on their backs, men,
women and children in the scantiest of
wardrobes all engaged in the family call-
ing in the fields.

At last on the evening of the third travel-
ing day we reached Haiphong, the port of
Tonquin. The time from Lao Kal on the
northern border to this, the only door to
the province, is just three days of daylight
traveling, coming down stream.

Haiphong is not a thriving place so far,
being largely in the hands of the official
class, and guarded by an oppressive cus-
toms law, which even the Chinese find a
barrier to expanding trade.

The policy towards the Chinese is one of
careful repression. Every man has to
register himself in the “congregation” of
men coming from his home district. Thus
there is a Canton *“congregation,” and a
Fukien, or Amoy or whatever place the
visiting Chinese may happen to hail from.

In each of these societles a list is kept
of all the men from their respective places,
a poll tax is levied on their coming and
on their leaving and no Chinese can leave
the colony without a permit showing his
identity which is also a receipt for this

tax, a kind of good conduct voucher. In
this way every Chinaman becomes his
brother’s keeper.

Piracy and brigandage have been very
rife in Tonquin, and even now after ten
years of occupation certain districts near
the frontier of Canton are far from secure.

But the march of events will compel the
French to bring all the province into ordee
and do more than they have in the past
for the development and expansion of its
capabilities.

The internal shipping trade of Tonquin
is in the hands of one company subsidized
by the government. Much had been said
as to the cost of travel from Haliphong
to Hongkong in the absence of competi-
tion.

Our plan was to travel Chinese fare for
the three days’ run to the British port,
but we found the Chinese stuffed away
down in the hold among rice bags and
empties, an almost impossible place. With
some hesitancy we went up to see the
owner—a hard grasping man the world
calls him—to inquire about rates. He re-
ceived us very pleasantly and soon plunged
into a vivacious account, in inimitable
broken English, of the trials of a ship-
owner who has to deal with *“those slip-
pery Chinamen.” Reaching at length the
question of our visit he said to our utter
surprise: “Well, you go Hongkong—well
T charge you nothing for the passage, only
you pay the captain for your ‘chow’”
(“chow” is pidgin English for food); so our
difficulty vanished and we learned anew
that in remotest places and most pressing
need the promise “Lo, I am with you,” 1s
still active—tlie Presence of the Deliverer
and Guide.
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BURMA BAPTIST ANNIVERSARIES

REV. W. A. SHARP, SECRETARY

OULMEIN entertained
the Conference and
Convention this year.
The meetings of the
Conference were held
in the English Church
and the meetings of
the Convention were
held in the chapel of the Karen school.

Previous to the meeting of the Con-
ference a Council was convened in
Mizpah Hall Tamil and Telugu school,
at 7 A. M., to consider the advisabil-
ity of setting apart to the work of the
Gospel ministry Mr. M. Noble, a member
of the Tamil and Telugu Church. The can-
didate having passed a very satisfactory ex-
amination the council voted to advise his
ordination, and arrangements were made
to have it tak2 place the same evening.

At 11 A. M. another council was con-
vened pursuant to a call from the Calvary
Baptist Church of New York City, to con-
sider the propriety of setting apart to the
work of the Gospel ministry, Mr. A. H.
Henderson, M. D., who i8 now a missionary
laboring at Moné. Thecandidate’s views of
the observanceof theordinanceof the Lord’s
Supper being contrary to the views com-
monly held by regular Baptists, the coun-
cil passed the following resolution, “That
this council while thoroughly satisfied with
the statement of our brother’s Christian ex-
perience, but because of his views of the
Communion question, we consider it iise
that his ordination be deferred.”

REv. L. E. Hicks, Ph. D., Moderator.
REv. W. A. SHARP, Clerk.

The first meeting of the Conference was
held at 7 A. M., Thursday, the 15th. Rev.
W. F. Armstrong conducted the service,
presenting very impressively the theme,
“The Holy Spirit with us.” From8to9 Mrs.
Mosier led in the praise service. Rev. W.
Bushell led in a service of prayer and song
from 1.30 to 2 P. M., and presided over the
afternoon meeting which was a symposium
on ‘“How to develop a higher type of plety
in our native Christians.” Paperswere read
by Rev. L. E. Hicks, Ph. D., and Miss H.
Phinney. A long discussion followed. It
was gratifying to see the unity of opinion
expressed by the writersas wellas those who
took part in the discussion. The three prin-
cipal points mentioned as an answer to the
question were: 1. A comprehensive knowl-
edge of the standard and requirements of
God’s Word. 2. The need of the Holy
Spirit to guide. 3. A willingness to obey
both.

The time from 7 to 9 P. M. was taken up
by reports from the different stations.

On Friday, from 7 to 8 A. M, Dr
Mitchell gave a very interesting Bible
reading on ‘“The precious things of the
Bible.” From 8 to 9 was a devotional meet-
ing led by Rev. F. P.Sutherland, M.D. The
central thought of this hour was, “Love to
the Brethren a test of Sonship.” The hour
closed with united prayers for the A. B. M.
Union, the brethren at home who hold the
ropes, not especially that the great debt
should be raised immediately, but that all
might learn the lesson which God has to
teach by permitting such a debt to accrue,
and that there should be an abiding ad-
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vance among the churches in rendering to
the Lord that which 18 his own. From 1.30
to 2, Rev. W. A, Sharp led in a service of
prayer and song, after which Rev. F. H.
Eveleth presided over a business session
of two hours.

Only two items of business worthy of
notice were passed. The first was the
adoption of the report of the Committee ap-
pointed last year to confer with the British
and Foreign Bible Society, as to the possi-
bility of issuing a version of the Burmese
Bible which would please the Pedo-Baptist

of their own rules but in violation of the
teaching of the best scholarship of all ages.

The Conference unanimously adopted the
report of the committee which was in sub-
stance as follows:

While we deplore the issuing of a rival
version of the Bible in Burmese, we dis-
claim any responsibility for the confusion
which may arise by the publication of such
a version. We cannot join in the publica-
tion of such a version as would be accept-
able to the Bible Society without compro-
mising the truth which was given by Christ

KAREN SCHIOOL, MOULMEIN, BURMA

churches of Burma and still be acceptable
to Baptists. After a long correspondence it
was at last concluded that nothing could be
done unless the Baptists would consent to
having Dr. Judson’s translation of the
word baptizo and its cognates, replaced by
the transliteration ot the words.

It seems remarkable that this Society is
just now insisting very strongly that such
words shall be translated in a version of the
Bible which is to be issued in India, while
in Burma the translation of the words are
to be done away with in violation not only

and his Apostles. If the Society insists on
issuing such a version it must bear the re-
sponsibility of the confusion which it will
cause, in violating what has already bheen
accepted by the scholarship of all ages,
and by the early church as the teaching of
Christ, and thereby destroying the symbol-
ism of one of the most beautiful ordinances
which Christ has instituted.

A proposition was adopted to appoint a
Central Committee composed of represent-
atives of each mission which should en-
deavor to secure the translation and pub-
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lication of literature selected from the
Christian Culture Course, and other
sources, which would aid in strengthening
the young people of Burma in the princi-
ples of Ohristianity. Rev. W. Bushell
preached the annual sermon before the Con-
ference Friday evening. The Convention
assembled on Saturday. After the usual
routine work of appointing committees the
committee of management reported in the
different languages.

After the adoption of the report of the
Committee of Management, the treasurer
presented his report, which showed that
the contributions for the year had
amounted to Rs. 2,198, most of which had
been spent in Burma. Toward the close of
the year the Convention sent a missionary
to the Talaings, to be associated with Hans
Adamsen, M. D., at Bangkok, Siam.

A resolution was presented requesting
the Convention to send two missionary
brethren to visit the Karen Christians
about Zimma, Siam. As this would involve
an expenditure of Rs. 500, it was decided
to see how much could be raised before
voting on the question. When the tellers,
which were appointed, reported, it was
found that 501 rupees had been contributed,
and it was voted to send the brethren.
Afterward the convention closed by singing

Power of the Resurrection

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow,”
and benediction by the moderator.

The annual sermon before the convention
was preached by Rev. F. DeM. Crawley,
pastor of the English Baptist Church. On
Monday evening the missionaries met at the
home of Rev. E. O. Stevens, where a very
pleasant hour of service of prayer and
praise was held, after which there was a
sociable, ice cream and cake being served.
At this last meeting of the missionaries the
following resolution was adopted by a vote
of 2 to 1: “Resolved, That we most ear
nestly protest against the sale of the ‘Guest-
House’ property in Rangoon at this time.”

The rooms for the entertainment- of the
missionaries are almost indispensable, as
the accommodations for Europeans in the
hotels are very expensive, and not desir-
able. The lower story rents for & sum
equal to 4 per cent on the investment, while
if the property should be sold, it would be
impossible to secure another place which
would be as satisfactory at the same price.
Besides this, if the property should be sold
it will reduce the compound of the English
Baptist Church to a mere driveway on the
south side, and there would always be the
liability of the ground being occupied for
some obnoxious purpose.

POWER OF THE

HERK is one doctrine in Christianity

upon which the recent ‘Biology makes
many after-dinner speeches;—I mean Res-
arrection. Let Renan and his disciples
make whatever they please out of this doc-
trine; but the practical significance of this
unique doctrine cannot be overlooked by
“historical schools” of any turn of mind.
Why is it that heathens in general go into
decay so soon, but Christians in general
know no decay whatever, but hope even in
Death itself? Octogenarians still scheming
for future as if they were still in twenties
are objects of almost miraculous wonders
with us heathens. We count men above
forty among the old age while in Christen-
dom no man below fifty i8 considered to be

RESURRECTION

fit for a position of any great responsibility.
We think of rest and retirement as soon as
our children come to age; and backed by
the teaching of filial piety, we are entitled
to lazy idleness, to be cared for and
caressed by the young generation. Judson.
a missionary after hardships of his lifetime,
exclaims he wants to live and work more,
as he has eternity to rest. Victor Hugo in
his eighty-fourth year can say: “I improve
every hour because I love this world as my
fatherland. My work is only beginning.
My monument is hardly above its founda-
tion. I would be glad to see it mounting
and mounting forever.”—From “Diary of e
Japanese Convert.”
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possible in Christian achievement, of what resources are yet resident in a vital Christianity
— even at a time when some, too easily desponding, even prophesy all sorts of evil of our
nineteenth century Christianity, and of its long-time organized missions. ~Who can
doubt that what we have just seen is but a hint of unspeakably greater things —in
brotherly concord, in financial achievement, and in missionary triumphs — yet possible to
us? It would seem that nothing could stand against a united Christian host in whom
love rules.

' The Executive Committee organized June 8, 1896, by reélecting Rev. Henry M.
King, D.D., as Chairman, and Rev. Edmund F. Merriam as Recording Secretary.
Charles H. Moulton, Esq., of Waltham, Mass., resigned his membership in the Committee

" early in the year on account of the pressure of other duties, and Dudley P. Bailey, Esq.,
of Everett, Mass., was elected to fill the vacancy. Twenty-four meetings have been held.
Rev. Samuel W. Duncan, D.D., and Rev. Henry C. Mabie, D.D., have continued their
service as Corresponding Secretaries, and Rev. Edmund F. Merriam as Editorial
Secretary.

On the first of January the Committee resumed the publication of the ¢ Baptist Mis-
sionary Magazine,” which since January 1, 1877, had been published by Mr. Wendell G.
Corthell, under a contract made with the Union at that time. Steps were at once taken
for the enlargement and improvement of the Magazine to adapt it more fully to the
expanding and increasing needs of the Union ; and the Editorial Secretary was requested
to assume charge of the publication. Reduced prices for clubs were also made. The
subscription list of the Magazine has already largely grown. Many churches have already
formed clubs for the Magazine on the basis of fifty cents a year for clubs equal to ten per
cent. of the members of any church ; and the increased interest in this, our oldest Baptist
periodical in America, gives promise of yet larger gains in circulation and in usefulness.

THE TREASURY.

The Treasurer has received during the year from all sources the sum of $467,101.89,
as follows :

Donations . . . . . . . . . . . $258,298 95
Legacies . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,740 59
Woman’s Society, Eas . . .. . . . . . 75,985 23
Woman'’s Society of the West . . . . . . . . 30,770 13
Woman’s Society of California . . . . . . . . 1,766 43
Woman’s Society of Oregon . . . . . . . . 385 oo
Bible Day Collection . . . . . . 1,321 44
Additions to Permanent Funds and Bond Accounts . . . . 15,140 00
Income of Funds . . . . . . . . . . 36,322 66
Gordon Memorial Fund . . . . . . . . . 558 82
Rent of Mission Property in Siam . . . . . . . 812 64

$467,101 89

R ———
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His record of arduous, earnest labor is written in the lives of men won to Christ throug
preaching, in the churches established by him, and in the ministers of the gospel prepar
their work by his instruction. We feel deeply his loss as a leader, a counsellor, and a fi
but we are stimulated and strengthened by the abiding influence of his example, his faitl
his loyalty to Christ.

During this year, also, Mrs. Kelly has been obliged from failure of health to ret
America with the children. Her return means the loss of efficient service in the medic
partment and in other respects, both in town and district. Following on the return
family, my own health became greatly impaired by the first serious illness I have had in B
For several months district touring had to be laid aside and the work in town neglected.
quite unfitted for regular work.

On the other hand, changes of a helpful character have occurred. We had the pleas
welcoming Miss Chapman and Miss Craft to the Kemmendine Girls’ School. Miss McA
also decides to take up evangelistic work at Kyacklat in this field, when she closes, next M
her long and admirable management of the Kemmendine School. The work of Miss R
and Miss Phinney has continued along the same lines as formerly, in their Bible schc
women and evangelistic effort. :

The year has been marked, however, by no special change in methods of work nor
section for which we have labored.

In Rangoon town the Lammadaw and seventy-six Dalhousie street schocls have pros;
Both show increased attendance and additional financial returns from tuition fees and Gover
grants. The religious work in these schools has not been as effective as might be hope
but the teachers are all Christian and the classes receive daily Bible instruction. The ch
in town, at Lammadaw and Kemmendine, have had regular services and their light has no
shining in vain. Both have had baptisms. At one time hopes were entertained that
work could be opened at Pazundaung, but these hopes are deferred. This is due in part
fact that the interest waned, and in part to the lack of funds to secure a building for regul:
permanent meetings, by which the interest might have been sustained.

The district work, as last year, has been the most hopeful feature in the field. The
tisms, though less than in 1895, are indications of progress. This hopefulness is brighte:
the numbers whom we meet that accept the doctrine of one eternal God. They have co
believe His existence as fundamental. There is a degree of unrest found now and then
villages, which shows itself on special discussion of religious subjects. There is a g
willingness to hear. All these indications encourage increased and intensified effort ¢
part of Christian workers.

One new church has been organized at Maubin, under the leadership of Saya Ihau.
membership is small, and the disciples live mostly outside of Maubin town. They began
out financial support from the Union. All the churches report baptisms. There have
instances of marked fidelity and deep earnestness on the part of disciples, seeking to win
to the Master. Small schools have been maintained for a part of the vear at three points
out expense to the mission. I desire to record again the pleasure found in my fellow-lat
the Burmese pastors, preachers, and teachers. One of the number, Saya Po, of Deday
been called to his reward. His ministry was much blessed in the western division of the
where a goodly number have been brought to a knowledge of the Gospel by his labors.

Rev. A. E. Seagrave reports for the Karen work :

In October, 1895, work was resumed on the Memorial Building, and for some n
following nearly all our effort was directed to this object.
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We are glad to report the completion of the part designed for class-rooms, which was
occupied by the school in July. A very much-felt want in the way of accommodations for our
large school has thus been met. We hope that what has been accomplished will prove a
stimulus to the people, and that we may be able soon to proceed with the work on the main
hall, which still remains unfinished.

1 was able to spend four or five weeks touring among the churches during the rainy season,
but the visitations, with Bro. Calder, of the churches so long neglected in Northern Siam
consumed November, December, and January. Our hearts were much drawn toward the work
in that needy field, and among the larger bodies of Karens passed en route.

Thara Thanbyah has spent much of the time during the year in work among the churches,
and in heathen localities. We can report the organization of two or three new churches in
localities where Christians have been moving in, and one new church of thirty members where a
heathen village has become Christian.

Two or three churches which seemed to have very much retrograded have accepted new
pastors, and marked progress has been made. A number of new men from our field are now
graduating from the Seminary each year, and some from other fields are settling in our borders.
We are glad to be able to give some of our men to other fields as well.

Considerable interest is reported in quite large heathen communities, and we are hoping
there may soon be large ingatherings among them. Our Home Mission Society employs a
lumber of young men from the Seminary for two or three months during their vacation. They
are sent out two by two among the heathen. Our Preachers’ Class was conducted as usual for
2 month; 1 Corinthians was the book studied.

The town school has moved on much as usual during the year, with a slight increase in
dttendance. Mr. J. Herbert Vinton was chosen at our last Association as Assistant Superin-
tendent, and besides teaching, as for a number of years past, has assumed much of the over-
sight of the school which I have found it impossible to give. Mrs. Seagrave has continued in
charge of the music, and the cantatas ¢« Esther” and ¢ David, the Shepherd Boy,” have been
very creditably rendered by the choir under her care, in English and in Karen, into which they
Were translated by the help of Mrs. Vinton. They have also continued lessons upon the piano
with a number of the girls who play our Sunday-school hymns for the school. Miss Magrath has
“ontinued her charge of the girls and the teaching of the primary class in English for half a day
throughout the school year.

Miss Eastman writes the following relative to her translation work :

In my work of reading the Karen New Testament and comparing it with the English Revised
Version, I have read to 1 Thessalonians. In making a list of the renderings which seemed to
me doubtful, and sending to Dr. Cross, I am nearly through Romans. In making a list of Dr.
Cross’s corrections and sending them to the revision committee. excepting a few disputed points,
we are through with John and Matthew. In the work of verifying Dr. Cross’s references, begin-
ning at Matthew 1, I am now at work on John 3. In the work of reading proof for a book of
Scripture references prepared by Rev. J. H. Vinton (a reprint), a book of five hundred pages, 1
have completed sixty-four pages. I verified about sixty pages of these references, but finding
that it was taking too much of my time from the work on the Bible, I asked Mrs. Vinton to come
to my help, which she very kindly consented to do.  As these references are taken from English
works, unless they are all looked up in the Karen there will be inaccuracies (and I have no
doubt some will remain in spite of all our efforts, but we are getting rid of the most serious
ones). Dr. Cross's writer has done most excellent work, but he occasionally makes mistakes,
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My work in the Sunday-school has also been a pleasure to myself, and, I trust, not without
profit to my pupils. Seed has been sown and some of it has fallen into good ground, there to
germinate and produce a harvest in years to come.

Prof. H. H. Tilbe adds:

My work has been along two regular lines :

First. The study of Pali. When I was appointed to the College, I was deﬁmtely given
the Department of PAli as my special work, and was required to be prepared to take the teach-
ing in that department from the opening of the College, in May, 1897. The Faculty kindly
arranged my work with that in view, and I have accordingly given from 6 to 9 A.M. to the
study of Pali. Dr. Cushing has been of great help to me, and I am already prepared to teach
the grammar, and, with Dr. Cushing’s excellent *¢ Notes,” the prose required of the present
classes. I feel confident that I shall be ready to take my classes next May and do good work
vith them from the first.

Second. Class-room work. At first I was given three recitations a day, but afterwards
took a fourth, so that I have had the Seventh Standard Latin, Eighth Standard (junior entrance)
English, Ninth Standard (senior entrance) English, Junior First Art English. Seventh Standard
and Junior F.A. classes are small, only two and four pupils respectively; but the two entrance
classes have enrolled over thirty pupils each. 1 have also given my senior entrance class an

extra two hours a week in recitation during most of the year, and shall continue to do so till
after the examinations at the end of January.

Besides these two lines of regular daily work, I have taken my regular turn in preaching at

the Sunday A.M. services in the chapel.

Rev. D. A. W. Smith, D.D., sends the following report of the Karen Department
of the Baptist Theological Seminary:

The loss by death of our senior native professor, referred to in our last annual report,
ill\'olving as it did the induction of a new junior teacher, with the necessary special training
2Tad supervision, was the first element to make the year under review one of exceptional diffi-
Cxalty. To this was added the absence, on furlough, of Rev. W. F. Thomas, who in the pre-
€<= «ing years, in addition to his work in the Burmese Department, had taught our senior class
™ the New Testament; and to the above was added the demand for a class in New Testament
& xeek, which has been successfully inaugurated, for young men who have passed high standards
TN the English.

The attendance for the past year has been all that could be desired. Quite a number of
S=x.mdidates for admission were rejected for lack of the required attainments, yet we had an enter-
T g class of thirty-one and a total attendance of one hundred and forty-one at the commence-

Oy ent of the year, and one hundred and thirty-four at its close. On the third of February was
& Taduated, with suitable ceremonies, a class of twenty-eight young men, four of whom have volun-
teered to go as foreign missionaries to the Shan States, and the remainder are being rapidly
Absorbed as pastors and evangelists in fields nearer home. The calls from newly awakened
athen in every district are on the increase, and we rejoice that, large as is the number of
Eraduates #4is year, the two classes to follow number each between thirty and forty. nearer
Orty than thirty students. The services of our Seminary men, both as pastors and evangelists,
Are highly prized, one indication of which is the readiness with which, as compared with former
Yimes, they are brought forward by the churches for ordination. Formerly, when the choice
Was between ignorance with and ignorance without experience, only elderly men, whose experi-

g
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ence would in a measure supply the lack of knowledge, were selected for ordination. Now the
choice falls upon young men with knowledge, even though with small experience ; and Christian
work in all our districts is receiving a new and healthy impulse in every direction. In this con-
nection, it gives me pleasure to report the ordination, on the second of February, of our three
senior teachers, Bahso, Samuel, and Tuntha, graduates of the Seminary of 1890, 1889, and
1893, respectively.

During the year we have lost three pupils by death, two in the long vacation of 1896, and
one, a member of the second class, at his village home, in December. Polat, the last to be .
taken, was one of the itinerants supported by the pice-a-week collections of the Seminary, in -
the Tharrawaddy District, during the long vacation of 1896, and was looking forward to =
another campaign the present season. He will be missed in the mountain regions where last =
year he did such good work.

There were fifteen students, of whom seven were supported as above, who spent the long —
vacation of 1896 as itinerants among the heathen of the Tharrawaddy District, and this year,

1897, nine, supported by their fellow-pupils, and seven others, are similarly engaged in evangel- —

" istic effort. I should be sorry to give the impression that the students above named are the——
only ones who spend the long vacation among the heathen in Christian labor. It is delightful 2l
in the prayer meetings, at the opening of each year, to listen to the vacation experiences offllilf
these youthful warriors, scattered as they have been in all the districts of Burma where Karenss==
are to be found, in hand-to-hand conflict with the great enemy of souls.

The Board of Trustees, at a special meeting held in October, fixed upon eighteen as the=—=—
minimum age limit, below which, in future, no student will be admitted to the Seminary. Thi==
rule has reference*to future rather than to present needs, as the average age of last entering, ommmr
fourth class, was 20.40; of the third class, 22.05 ; of the second class, 22.84; and of the grad
uating class, 25.89. But as schools increase and the facilities for education are multiplied >
the tendency is for the youth of our churches to reach the required standard of admission at as===mca
earlier age than formerly, and it is to meet this tendency that the age rule of the Trustees i— =
framed. In addition to this, the standard of admission is to be raised from the fifth to the sixth— »
from and after May, 1goo. Thus the quality of the teaching of our young men is gradually al— —
vanced to correspond with the advance in all other directions, which is becoming apparent in ouse ¥
Christian communities. Reference has heen made to the class in the Greek Testament. Th ==
time is ripe for this beginning. The Karens in one of our districts, where they come intes>
close contact with Pedo-Baptists and Roman Catholics, are reported to have asked, ‘* Wh_ 3~
may not Karens study Greek, so as to be able from their own knowledge to refute the asper-
sions of Roman Catholics and Pedo-Baptist enemies on the Scriptures supplied to us by our own
[Baptist] missionaries? ™

The contributions of the churches have been in excess of any previous year in the history
of the institution, amounting to Rs. 2,828/ . They come from the different districts in the
following proportions :

Bassein Sgaw . . . . . 855.0.3, Toungoo Paku . . . . . 239.4.3
Bassein Pwo . . . . . . 111.1.3 | Toungoo Bghai . . . . . 74.10
Rangoon . . . . . . .s521.10.9 | Shwegyin . . . . . . 153.4.9
Maubin, Pwo . . . . . . 179.0.0 | Moulmein . . . . . . . 466.12.6
Henzada . . . . . . . 336.8.c l Tavoy . . . . . . . . 59.7
Tharrawaddy . . . . . . 1o1.5.0 | Northern Siam. . . . . . 30.6
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Karen. — Rev. Walter Bushell and wife, Rev. W. C. Calder, Mrs. C. H. R. Elwell (in United
States), Miss E. J. Taylor.

English Church. — Rev. F. De M. Crawley and wife.

Eurasian Home. — Miss Sarah R. Slater (in United States), Miss Alice L. Ford, Miss Lisbeth
B. Hughes.

Rev. E. Q. Stevens writes :

For the year 1896 the baptisms in the Burmese Department aggregated forty-one. That is
the largest number reported from this field for any year since 1882; and to us, who are so
accustomed to small returns, it seems a very encouraging figure.

To most of these forty-one Talaing is still the vernacular. It would seem as if a special
blessing from on high had attended the work to arouse the Talaing Christians from their
lethargy by urging them to attempt something for the evangelization of their countrymen in Siam,
where they are known by their proper designation as Mons. Uch and his wife Ma Hpet, who
went to Bangkok last May, retain their membership with the Moulmein Talaing-Burmese church.
Their labors, conducted under the direction of Rev. Hans Adamsen, M.D., have already
resulted in the conversion of nearly twenty Peguans (Mons). Of their success Dr. Adam-
sen will doubtless write more particularly in his annual report to the American Baptist Mission-
ary Union.

Within a few months one of the tracts which I gave away was apparently the means of
the conversion of two Talaings at Kamamut, where since the first of April there has been one
of the most remarkable ingatherings in the history of that out-station. Of course I do not mean
to assert that it was wholly through the perusal of this tract that these two men were brought
to Christ. That was only one of the links in a long chain of causes and effects, not one of
which would have led to any beneficial result without the blessing of Him who is the Almighty
disposer of events in human lives.

I have done the usual amount of jungle travelling; yet, while visiting the church members
in their own homes, it has not seemed possible to push the matter of self-support; for last
dry season ten or more families in the city were burnt out by the most disastrous fire which
ever overtook the native Christian community since the founding of new Moulmein in 1827;
and last rainy season many of the disciples in the district suffered severely from the floods
which destroyed their crops. The Thaton church, however, made a good record in the matter
of contributions. This decided improvement was owing to the faithful fostering care of Miss
S. B. Barrows.

After an interval of eleven years the Burma Baptist Missionary Convention met at Moul-
mein last October. The convention was preceded by the Missionary Conference, and by an
ordination service. These meetings were so harmonious and profitable that a very favorable
impression was made. According to Misses Sheldon and Dyer, two of the girls from theit
school whom I baptized in December were led to come out fully on the Lord's side by what
they saw, and heard, and felt at some of these meetings.

Miss Carr has made such advance in acquiring the Burmese language that she is abke€
now to take the class in the Sunday-school corresponding to the one which Mrs. Stevens use <3
to teach before her last return to America. Miss Mitchell, M.D., through a competent intes "
preter, continues to conduct with great acceptance the Sunday-school Teachers’ Bible class in thm <
Burmese chapel every Lord's Day afternoon. They are both as active and enthusiastic as eve="
in the cause of Christian temperance.

December 22, Rev. W. \. Sharp moved to Toungoo, whither Mrs. Sharp had preceded
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The caste people everywhere give us a listening ear and are very friendly, but as yet no one
has had the courage to confess our Lord openly. The people in Gurzalla have come to the con-
clusion that we have come to stay, and their conservatism, to a great extent, has disappeared.

May it please the Great Shepherd of Souls to use us in leading these caste people to
Him, and to build up His kingdom in this corner of India.

CHINA.

Reference has already been made in the general introduction to the present remark-
able attitude toward Christianity throughout China. At some points the change
from hostility to an apparently earnest desire to understand the new religion comes as
a great surprise. Preaching places are crowded with attentive listeners as never
before. Real inquirers are being numbered by the thousands, and invitations are
constantly being received by our missionaries to send teachers or preachers to hitherto
unvisited places. Results are appearing also in the increased numbers of baptisms
reported at some of our mission stations. Qur oldest and most experienced missionaries
speak confidently of this change as the work of the Divine Spirit. The evidence of this
is apparent, especially in some districts, in the spiritual quickening of native believers.

This religious awakening is accompanied by an increased demand for education.
There is a desire to become familiar with Western knowledge and Western ideas, quite
the opposite of the contempt with which these have hitherto been regarded. A vast
movement has begun in China which betokens an opportunity for Christian missions which
seems now incalculable.

The causes of this are plain to read, and they need not be dwelt upon. That the
hand of Providence is plainly revealed in them all no one who recognizes God in human
history will for a moment deny. The cry unto God of a generation for the openingof
China is being heard. The lesson for the church to-day is an obvious one. Itis
simply this : since Almighty God has condescended to overturn ¢ these walls of Jericho,”
there is nothing now left for His people but to enter in and possess the city.

Great responsibilities are now thrust upon us as a denomination. Qur work it
China, which for several years past has greatly needed strengthening, demands this
at the present time with increased emphasis. The question is now a solemn and perti-
nent one. Will the churches composing the Union gratefully appropriate the rich bless-
ings which God has bestowed upon our China missions by faithfully assuming the
responsibilities these involve?

BANGKOK, SIAM — 1833.
Rev. H. Adamsen, M.D., and wife.

Dr. Adamsen sends the following report for 1896 :

Our hearts are filled with praise and thanksgiving for the great blessings that have attended
our labors during the past year. Warm Christian fellowship prevailed on every hand among
the Chinese, Siamese, and Peguans, and we believe that the Lord has even greater work for us
to do during the year 1897.

The most interesting event during the year was the arrival, on the eighteenth of May, of
Nzi Leh and his wife, who were sent to us by Rev. E. O. Stevens, of Moulmein, Burma, for the
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Peguans of Siam. The result of our combined efforts has been the establishment of two new
missions among the Peguans — one at Tapowlom, fifty miles north of Bangkok, and one at
Paklai, five miles south of Bangkok, having a total membership of twenty-four by baptism since
that time. A chapel has been erected at Paklai, and we hope within a month or two to have
with us another native preacher and his wife from Moulmein, whom I am willing to support
myself.

The members of the Chinese church have raised among themselves one hundred and twenty
ticals towards the building of a new chapel, and they have also promised to support or partly sup-
port their own preacher during the coming year. This effort on their part, after many years of
help from the Board, is an encouragement to us and an assurance of the Holy Spirit in their
midst. J have made sixteen tours into the surroundmg country and preached to great numbers
both in the Peguan and Siamese languages.

We are hoping that this coming year we shall be able to build a chapel at our new station,
Tapowlom. The members have shown their great interest. and have all offered to assist in the
building. At present our services are held in the home of one of the members, the first man of
the village to be baptized.

We are grateful to be able to report forty-three baptisms among the Chinese, twenty-four
Peguans, and three Siamese, making a total of seventy for the year 1896.

In reviewing our work of the past year we have great cause to rejoice and be thankful to
our Heavenly Father for the manner in which He has led us and the abundant blessings He has
bestowed upon our feeble efforts. Surely the Lord is good, and His name to be praised’ by the

nations of the earth.

East China Mission.
NINGPO — 1843.

Rev. J. R. Goddard and wife, J. S. Grant, M.D., and wife (in U.S.), Mr. George Warner and
wife (in U.S.), Rev. W. H. Cossum and wife (in U.S.), Miss Ehzabeth Stewart, Miss
Helen L. Corbin, Miss Ella M. Boynton.

Rev. J. R. Goddard reports :

My chief work the past year has been the translation of the Old Testament into the Ningpo
colloquial. Second Samuel, 1st and 2d Kings, 1st and 2d Chronicles, and Ezra have been trans-
lated, and are ready for the press. I have also served on a committee for the revision of the
New Testament, which has finished its work, and the edition is now passing through the press.
The proofs are sent to me for correction. The printing has advanced to the first chapters of
Mark's Gospel. I have also superintended the translation and printing of the International
Sunday-school Lessons for the year.

The departure of Mr. Warner in April put me in charge of the treasury, the care of which,
withits attendant duties, the mails, purchasing and forwarding stores for our inland stations, etc.,
bas taken considerable time, and has confined me somewhat to Ningpo. I have, however,
made five trips to Chusan, four to Jili-z-kong, and one each to Nying-kong-gyio and Si-u; the
last two were made for Mr. Cossum, whose health did not permit him to go. Whenever other
duties permitted, I have gone during the week to our chapel in the city, which is open daily,
where we generally have audiences of from thirty to fifty, and almost always very good attention.

Mrs. Goddard has taken charge of the two day schools for boys and one for girls in con-
nection with our work, and by her careful superintendence has stimulated the native teachers to

better and more faithful work. I have looked after the boys’ boarding school, giving a review of
their work each week, and occasionally do a little instruction in some of the classes. Mrs. God-
dard instructs them in vocal music, and also has two or three pupils learning to play the organ.
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: ! . . | 1 1

* Statistics of last year. t Statistics not sent.
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