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Editorial 127

mmna as a Field for Christian Missions is unique among the nations of the earth.

Geographically and ethnologically it is the key of Eastern Asia. Like a wedge
between the great countries of India and China, it partakes of the characteristics
and includes the peoples of both. With the developments of Asiatic commerce the
great land routes from Southern and Western Asia to all the countries of Eastern
Asia must pass through Upper Burma. The races represented among its eight
million people are estimated to number nearly fifty; and within its limits are found
representatives of every Asiatic as well as many European peoples and those from
the islands of the sea.. From the increase of converts to Christianity in Burma
evangelists may be drawn to carry the gospel throughout Eastern and Southern Asia
among all its peoples of every tribe and tongue. It is this mingling of the peoples
of the earth within its borders which has given to Burma an importance as a field
for Christian missions beyond that due to the number of its people or the extent of
its territory. Even in the past it has been a fountain of missionary effort. From
the Baptist mission in Burma has sprung the mission in Siam and also that in
Assam, and it has long been recognized as the back door of China. Recent
political and commercial developments have emphasized the importance of Upper
Burma as the gateway to Southwestern China. Two or more railways are already
projected from Burma into Yunnan province of Western China, and the commerce
of this great region will undoubtedly find its outlet to Europe through Burma.
Always recognized as the special field of American Baptists, it offers to us openings
of the largest promise for the future, not only for the people of Burma but of all of
Southeastern Asia. May we be worthy of our inheritance, of the favor of God and
of the splendid opportunities before us.

upetsﬁﬁon in Rangoon.— Rangoon is a large city of nearly two hundred thousand

population, with an extensive foreign commerce, fine buildings and several
educational institutions of high class. It seems strange to read of practices in that
city which show that some of the people are yet on a level with the fetich worship-
pers of Africa in religious matters, as appears from the following extract from the
Indian Witness :

Not being able to trace anything in connection with the loss of the 2,000 rupees
from the cash safe of the Surati Bazar Company, the directors, says the Rangoon Gaszette,
have resorted to astrology and finally sorcery. Every employe of the bazar was given a
mouthful of rice to eat which had been previously put through some magic preparation,
the belief being that if the person who had taken the money ate the rice some very great
misfortune would befall him. It is not recorded that any of the employes have yet met
with a disaster.

There is still need for the labors of the missionary in Rangoon.

Cablegram from Rev, J. E. Clough, D.D., of Ongole, India, reports 450 baptisms

in the month of February. After the famine of 1877, 9,147 were baptized on
the Ongole field in two months. May the Lord grant that something like that
great ingathering may be seen to follow the famine from which our Telugu mission
field is just now recovering.



ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THE MEETING OF FEB. 13, 1899. FIVE MEMBERS PRESENT

N account of the great storm which blocked all the railroads no quorum was present,
and no business was transacted beyond recommending a few matters for action at
the adjourned meeting.

THE MEETING OF FEB. 1§, 1899 NINE MEMBERS PRESENT

On recommendation of the members present at the meeting on Monday, Rev. W. 0.
Valentine of the Rangoon Baptist College was transferred to the Burman Boys’ School,
Mandalay, and Rev. W. A. Sharp of Toungoo to the Normal Department of the Rangoon
College.

Rev. P. B. Guernesy, formerly of Madras, was reappointed as a missionary of the Union,
and Rev. J. McLaurin, D.D,, of the Telugu mission, was granted a furlough to return to
the United States.

The remainder of the meeting was spent principally in executive session, considering the
matter of rearrangement of work in the home office.

THE MEETING OF FEB. 27, l899. THIRTEEN MEMBERS PRESENT

At the request of the Woman's Society, Miss E. F. McAllister was transferred to Zigon,
to be associated with Miss S. B. Barrows in charge of that work, and Miss Alice L. Ford
was placed in charge of the Tamil and Telugu school in Moulmein, Burma.

After a time spent in executive session, and on resuming the open session, the sub-
committee on work in the home field reported, recommending that Rev.” Thomas S.
Barbour, D.D., be secured to render temporary aid in the Corresponding Secretary's
Deparment, and the report was adopted.

Rev. W. S. Apsey, D.D,, on behalf of the Committee to report the name of some one to
fill the vacancy in the membership of the Committee caused by the resignation of Rev.
George E. Merrill, D.D., recommended Rev. Edgar Y. Mullins, D.D., of Newton Centre,
Mass., and Dr. Mullins was unanimously elected by ballot.

A communication was received from the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions in
New York, stating that they have in contemplation opening a mission at Kaingtung, in the
Shan States, Northern Siam, and suggesting the appointment of a committee of conference
from the missionaries of that Board and of the Missionary Union in regard to work in that
field, which was agreed to.

Rev. T. P. Dudley, Jr., of Madras, was granted a furlough, on account of the failure of
health of himself and family; and the resignation of Rev. David Downie, D.D., of Nellore,
as Secretary of the Telugu mission was received and accepted.

A request was received from the English Baptist Church at Moulmein, Burma, asking the
Committee to secure and send out a pastor, as Rev. Mr. Crawley is returning to America.

It was voted that all missionaries appointed be requested to furnish photographs of
themselves, and if married, of their wives. .
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ANNUAL MEETINGS

he Eighty-fifth Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be
held in the First Baptist Church, San Francisco, Cal., on Monday, May 29,
1899, at 10 o’clock a.M. o
HENRY S. BURRAGE, Reording Secretary.
PorrLAND, ME., May 1, 1899.

he Eighty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist
Missionary Union will be held in the First Baptist Church, San Francisco,
Cal.,, on the evening of the first day of the meeting of the Union.
MOSES H. BIXBY, Recwording Secretary.
Provinexce, R. 1., May 1, 1899.

o the Church Missionary Society on the occasion of the celebration of the cen-

tenary of its organization we extend heartiest congratulations and the best
wishes for its enlarged usefulness in the years to come. This society stands at the
head of all the missionary societies of the world in the amount of its annual in-
come and in the number of missionaries on its staff. In wisdom and in the
happy union of a conservative spirit with judicious aggressive methods it is a
leader in missions. Its large and widely representative committee beautifully ex-
emplifies devout spirituality with plain and practical sagacity, and the operations
of this great society are worthy of the careful study of all students of missions.

iam is falling into line in the onward march of all Asia, although pressed by

" France with great injustice. In fact, largely because of this, Chululalongkorn,
the king of Siam, has realized that his country must be able to protect itself in
these times of peril. He has reorganized his army under the direction of com-
petent European officers, has adopted a financial system which has greatly in-
creased the revenue, and adopted other measures to bring Siam into line with the
progressive nations of the world. The king and the official class of Siam have
never been opposed to civilization and Christianity, and many are educated after
European ideas, but this civilization has never spread to the common people. The
effort of the king is now to bring the nation as a whole to see the advantages of
Western ideas and to adopt the strong features of Western national life.

he Ideal Missionary.—Rev. John E. Clough, D.D., the head of the great Baptist

- missions at Ongole, India, writes: ¢ Beloved Dr. Jewett, when 1 first came
to India, often said to me, ‘John, don’t do anything in India yourself which,
after teaching others, if patient, you can get them to do even fairly well” It is
not always the missionary who tries to do the most persona/ preaching who is the
most efficient missionary. To teach others to work, to set them at it and to keep
them at it is perhaps the most telling work of the ideal missionary.”
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RANGOON — 1813

Burman. — Rev. John McGuire, Mrs. McGuire, Mrs. H. W. Mix, Miss Ruth W. Ranney,
Miss Hattie Phinney, Miss Marie M. Coté, M.D. (in U. S.), Miss Ella L. Chapman, Miss
Julia G. Graft, Miss Emily M. Hanna,

Sgaw Karen.— Rev. A. E. Seagrave, Mrs. Seagrave, Mrs. ]J. H. Vinton, Miss Harriet N.
Eastman.

Pwo Karen.— Rev. D. L. Brayton, Mrs. Mary M. Rose, Mrs. C. H. R. Elwell.

Telegu and Tamil. — Rev. W. F. Armstrong, Mrs. Armstrong.

Theological Seminary. — Rev. D. A. W. Smith, D.D., Mrs. Smith, Rev. F. H. Eveleth,
D.D., and Mrs. Eveleth (in America), Rev. W. F. Thomas, Mrs. Thomas.

Baptist College. — Rev. ]. N. Cushing, D.D., Mrs. Cushing in America, Prof. L. E. Hicks,
Mrs. Hicks, Prof. E. B. Roach, Mrs. Roach, Rev. H. H. Tilbe, Mrs. Tilbe, Mr. J. H.
Randall, Mrs. Randall, Rev. W. A, Sharp, Mrs. Sharp.

Mission Press.— Frank D. Phinney, Esq., Mrs. Phinney.

English Church.— Rev. W. F. Gray, Mrs. Gray (in America).

Burman Department

Mr. Kelly, who was in charge of the work during the earlier part of the year,
reports as follows:

During the first four months of the year, the work was carried on along the usual lines
and gave evidences of progress and grounds for encouragement. The two churches in the
city, Lamadaw and Kemmendine, maintained their regular services, and were blessed with
a good degree of harmony. The resignation of Pastor Ko Yan Gin, though not unex-
pected, was a matter for regret. There is ground for hope that he may yet be able to
return to the church or that they will cordially unite in calling another pastor. The two
schools, Lamadaw and Dalhousie street, continued to prosper. At the annual examination
more candidates were entered and more passed than ever before in the history of the
schools. The merit grant was only “fair,” but considering the fact that they are day-
schools, and the rooms were overcrowded, I regard the results as very satisfactory. The
financial results were specially encouraging both in fees and the government grants.

My work in the district was much hindered by ill health. But the preachers traveled
faithfully, reporting interest in many villages and a few baptisms. The unrest and will-
ingness to listen on the part of Buddhists continues, and although there is no general
awakening, thoughtful men, in many places, are inquiring and looking toward Christianity.
In March and April I was able to make several short trips and one for nearly two weeks.
In my last trip I had the privilege of baptizing a company of sixteen, all converts from
Buddhism, in the village of Tengkala. The outlook in the district is hopeful, but calls
for much hard, itinerant labor. )

The lady missionaries, not only in their schools but in town and district, continued by
travel and earnest effort, their coSperation in evangelistic work.

In May, for reasons of health, with the consent of the Executive Committee I removed
to Mandalay. I had the great pleasure, before leaving, of welcoming my successor. It was
a special privilege, in leaving, to be able to transfer the work into the hands of Mr. McGuire.

Karen Department
Mr. Seagrave writes:

Although nearly half of the time during the past year was spent away from the station,
I have been unable to do so much of the general touring among the churches as has been
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customary. There has been an exceptionally large number of church troubles to look
into, in several cases between the acting pastor and his people. Some of these have been
most happily settled, while in a few cases we have had to recommend the severing of
pastoral relations. Perhaps there has been less need of the general touring, as the most
of our churches have been enjoying real prosperity.

Several very promising young men have been placed in charge of important churches,
and 2 number of other churches which have seemed in a discouraging condition have taken
on new life. Two or three new churches have been formed, and two neighboring ones,
where it appeared they might exist side by side to the detriment of each other, have been
happily united.

A very pleasant tour was taken last hot season among the heathen mountain villages
at the extreme northern limit of this field. The one small church already established
there was visited for the first time, and we were most kindly received throughout the trip.
Two young men from the seminary spent their vacation there and found not a little
encouragement. A number of other villages, just over the range of the Yomas on the
tast, we were unable to reach from lack of transportation and time. They have not been
visited by a missionary for many years, and we very much desire to take to them the bread
of life. Several localities in other sections of the field have been occupied with much
encouragement and we hope ere long to be able to report large ingatherings from them.

Recent rulings of the government, recognizing the missionary as the superintendent of
all schools connected with our churches, may serve to bring us more into touch with our
jungle schools and make it possible for us to have more to say as to what they ought to be.

The town school has had a prosperous year. Mr. Herbert Vinton has relieved me of
the major part of the oversight of this work, in addition to the regular work of teaching
English which he has continued with the higher classes. In addition to the work carried
on by our churches within their borders, the work undertaken in Meinlongy, Siam, has
been maintained, and there has been a considerable increase in the contributions to the
work of the conveation.

In short, the work of this field continues to move on with much of encouragement
and promise. We feel the need of a real spiritual quickening among our people, yet do
not fail to appreciate blessings which are being bestowed, and are looking forward to
increasing prosperity in this part of the great harvest field.

Rangoon Baptist College

Dr. Cushing reports for the college: '

I returned to Rangoon, March 4, 1898, and resumed charge of the college April 1. I
am glad to avail myself of this opportunity of expressing my pleasure at the able way in
which the administration of the institution and the instruction in the various departments
were carried on during my absence.

Staff of Instruction.— Professors Hicks, Roach and Tilbe have continued their able
and effective service in the college, and have also taken important classes in the high
school department. The details of their work appear in their respective reports. We
have had the pleasure of welcoming Prof. ]J. Harvey Randall who has taken up his work
with zeal. The Normal Department has been as formerly under the charge of the Rev.
W. O. Valentine, with the usual good instruction. Some changes have occurred in the
staff of native teachers. The character of the instruction given by them has been better
than in any preceding year. In them we see the value of our Normal Department, as most
of them were trained in it.
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My work both in the class-room and at the desk has been a constant pleasure: I have
never before found my work and surroundings so thoroughly congenial. I have continued
to do my part of the preaching in the regular services of the college church; but, on
account of the oversight of the Pegu field which frequently takes me away over Sunday,
1 have temporarily given up my Sunday-school class.

Mr. Randall writes:

In common, I presume, with all missionaries, I have found some discouraging con-
ditions, but I have also found many reasons for encouragement.

The year has been a very pleasant one, free from any evil effects from the climate, or
change to tropical conditions, and I hope it has been to some degree, at least, successful.
There have been in my classes during the year about seventy-five boys, and I have, in addi-
tion to my teaching, at least become acquainted with them, learned something of the
native character and thus fitted myself for better work with them in the future.

I have one thing to regret in connection with my work, and that is that I have been
able to study the language but very little. 1 began to study Burmese, but one has little
time to acquire a language when he teaches four hours a day and tries to do justice to all
the work which that involves. A man may succeed simply as a teacher without a knowl-
edge of any of the languages, but he could succeed to a greater degree with that knowledge.
I do not believe any very great or lasting success can be obtained without being able to
speak to the people in their own language.

Mr. Valentine writes of the Normal Department :

The classes are all doing satisfactory work upon the whole, excepting it may be the
Primary Anglo-vernacular third year class, and they will probably do fairly well on exami-
nation.

The vernacular classes have been working, as usual, pretty much in their own way,
owing to the fact that I have not been able, through lack of time and money, to master the
language, and hence can do very little for them.

The Theological Seminary

Dr. Smith reports for the Theological Seminary located at Insein, nine miles
from Rangoon : )

This report should properly have come from Rev. W. F. Thomas, who presided over the
institution with great efficiency during my furlough of a little over ten months. Owing,
however, to his absence in Tavoy at the time of the closing of the year, followed by a
prolonged trip to Sandoway at the present time, it falls to me to note the items of special
interest which belong to this, the fifty-fourth year of the Karen Theological Seminary.
The first item shall be the graduation, on Feb. 1, of a class of thirty-six young men.

I commenced teaching within a few days of my return, and agsumed full charge from
the 1st of January, 1899.

During my absence I ever had the interests of the seminary at heart, and I cannot but
hope that the short trip in Palestine and the few months in America, including visits to
Rochester, Crozer and a prolonged stay under the shadow of Newton Institution, will con-
tribute not a little to its future well-being. Through the generosity of Col. E. H. Haskell
of Newton Centre, I have been able to add a lantern-lectureship to the educational facili-
ties enjoyed here. A bi-monthly illustrated Iecture on Astronomy, or Anatomy and Physi-
ology, or Palestine, or Life and Times of Luther, or Pilgrim’s Progress will combine enter-
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tinment with instruction on important subjects, for which we can find no place in our
already over-crowded curriculum.

No new class in Greek was formed during the year under review, but the two classes
reported last year have continued the study; and the advanced class (just graduated) are
quite competent to analyze, parse and form an intelligent opinion on the interpretation of
any passage of not more than ordinary difficulty in the Greek Testament. It is high time

that there should be a few Greek scholars in our native Christian community now that the
British and Foreign Bible Society has resolved to set aside our faithful translations and to
produce mew ones which will not disturb the consciences of Pedo-baptists. Baptists have
nothing to lose and everything to gain from the increased attention which this new version
vill give to the point of controversy between themselves and Pedo-baptists. This effort
to hide the word will serve to excite curiosity and investigation than which nothing can
better promote the interests of the truth; at the same time, this activity on their part
should be met by a corresponding activity on our part to acquaint at least a few of our
leading men in the churches with the original Greek, so that they can testify, from a per-
sonal knowledge, to the fidelity of the present translations. The testimony of native
pastors, though intrinsically of less value than that of American and European scholars,
will, nevertheless, outweigh the testimony of the latter, which might possibly be suspected
of a lack of disinterestedness in the estimation of the natives.

The long anticipated Anglo-vernacular course bids fair to become a fact during the
coming year, notification ‘having been given by the President of the Rangoon Baptist Col-
lege of the intention of one of the F. A. graduates of that institution, a Karen, to enter the
seminary the coming May. Notice has been received of a similar intention on the part of
one who is now a teacher in one of our station schools and who is a competent English
scholar. The absence on furlough of Dr. Eveleth makes the time inopportune for the
inauguration of the new department, but we dare not turn away the first applicants for a
really high theological training.

The signs of the times point to the important place which, in the divine arrangements,
the Karens may occupy in the future evangelization of the diverse races of this land.
Increased attention, therefore, in the coming years, will be given to the study of the
Burmese Bible and language in the Karen Department of the seminary.

The evangelistic spirit among the students has been stimulated and manifested by the
formation of a Student Volunteer Society, the members of which profess a preference for
work among heathen as a field for Christian activity—the ¢ heathen ” being regarded as
the equivalent of foreign missions in the volunteer pledge of American and European
scieties. About one-fifth of our students have joined this society—as large a proportion
a3 could perhaps be desired in view of the demand of the churches for pastoral oversight. .

The Sabbath pice-a-week collections, amounting to 183 rupees, have been devoted as
usual to the support of student volunteers, itinerating among the heathen in the Tharra.
waddy and Shwegyin districts.

The two-annas-a-member contributions from the Karen churches amounted to Rs.
3064-6-6, and are distributed as follows :

Tavoy . . . . . . . . 70130 Bassein Sgaw . . . . . 882- 8o
Toungoo Paku . . . . 175-93 Bassein Pgho . . . . . 81120
Toungoo Bghai. . . . . 8320 N.Siam . . . . . . . 24I1-0
Moulmein . . . . . . 157136 Henzada . . . . . . . 425 o9
Shwegyin. . . . . . . 197-40 Tharrawaddy . . . . . 139 39

Rangoon . . . . . . . 704 1-3 Maubin . . . . , . . 122 80
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Weszern China is an exception found to this prevailing condition. There, particu-
larlv in Sui-chau-fu, our laborers have been in real peril ; but the troubles are now
qui;-ting. and in the judgment of the missionaries they were due not to genuine
real for the old faiths or the old customs, but to desire for plunder.

Christian converts in China, in all religious connections, now number about one
hundred thousand. On all sides it is recognized that Christianity has come to re-
main. Great victories are assured the church if it is responsive to the divine call.
1t we rightly interpret this call in its significance for us, it is a call to a prompt re-
inforcement and an early enlargement of our general work, to strong codperation
with other Christian bodies in the circulation of the awakening literature so eagerly
welcomed by the more influential classes, and to some immediate action in laying
a foundation for a broader educational work which shall meet the present needs of
Christian youth and shall remain for all time a center of light and spiritual bless-
ing to the land.

BANGKOK, SIAM — 1833
Rev. H. Adamsen, M.D., Mrs. Adamsen.

'he work at Bangkok has been of unusual interest the past year, and we regret
that ne report from Dr. Adamsen is at hand.

NINGPO — 1843

Rev. U R Guddard, Mrs. Goddard, Mr. George Warner, Mrs. Warner (in America), J. S.
rant, M., Mrs. Grant, Miss Elizabeth Stewart, Miss Helen L. Corbin, Miss Ella
At Rovaton (in America), Miss Kate Goddard.

. Gaddard reports:

~Notwithstanding the political changes and unrest prevailing through the empire, the
soat haw passed quietly here in Ningpo. The famine which threatened us in the early
At the year was happily averted, though there was great distress among the poor
awat aniety among those better off. The “reform edicts” of the Emperor met with a
wwwpnuwe among the people which surprised us, and their influence is still felt, though
amer have been suppressed by the reactionary policy of the Empress Dowager. The
wavygnet @ looked upon with far more favor than formerly. The study of English is
evvavwhae regarded as of great importance, and the foreigner's religion is treated
W R AW attention and respect never accorded to it before. Our services are attended by
Qute & wamber, who listen quietly and seem to be impressed with the truth. Thirty-six
wave teen baptized in connection with the city church—a larger number than usual
A\ v awvult casily have received double the number, but great care has been exercised to
WV ARA thuawe who came from worldly motives.
M vhiet wawal during the year has been the translation of the Old Testament into
W \vgpe valloquial. - This has advanced to such a stage that we have begun printing,
awd t dpe by the end of this year to have finished the revision and gone through a
wakistable part of the printing.
\With the wwrk of translation I have also carried on regular daily preaching services
At (0 \Weat Gate Chapel, and have made a few trips to the outstations under my care.
\twt M. Viking left in July I resumed the care of the work in Chusan which I had
wasat wver o him about a year before. 1 have been there twice in the last three months.
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Rev. E. N. Fletcher Mr. Kennedy

(Died July 14. 1899) (A guest)
Rev. T. D. Holmes  Miss Stella Relyea Miss Helen L. Corbin
Mrs. Fletcher

Mrs. Holmes Miss LaVerne Minniss Rev. C. E, Bousfield
Mrs. Bousfield Miss Clara E, Righter

et ey 1_.,. .

-

T

Rev. J. R. Goddard, D.D. Mrs. Jenkins Rev. H. Jenkins
Mrs. Goddard Rev. and Mrs. J. T. Procter
Miss Anna K. Goddard Miss Ada L. Newell

BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN EASTERN CHINA

nl\c Group of East China Missionaries is specially interesting for several reasons.

The many friends of Rev. E. N. Fletcher, whose death has been already
announced, will recognize his open and manly face in the upper part of the picture.
The cut also enables us to introduce to the readers of the MacazINE and to our
Baptist public in America, Rev. C. E. Bousfield of Shaohing, who has recently
joined the Baptist Mission in East China, coming from the Church Missionary
Society of England. Mrs. Bousfield, standing by his side, will be remembered as
Miss Lily A. Snowden. All the faces are of interest, especially those of Rev. Horace
Jenkins and Mrs. Jenkins, the veterans of the mission, who first went to China more
than forty years ago, in 1859 ; and of Rev. J. R. Goddard, D.D., and Mrs. Goddard,
daughter of Dr. Dean of Siam. Dr. and Mrs. Goddard began their missionary
service in 1867.

nllc Ancient Nestorian Church of Persia has become practically extinct, its adherents
having gone over almost in a body to the Greek Church, the national church
of Russia. This movement is a result of the massacres of Armenians by the Turks.



UNGKUNG AND ALL ABOUT

REV. A. F. GROESBECK, UNGKUNG

HE work at Ungkung will bear the clo-
sest scrutiny. There are some things
which adhere to a work in its inception
which, of course, are
found in this station.
Yet everywhere
there are indications
of permanent devel-
opment. Among the
Christians there is a
growing interest in
all matters pertain-
ing to the church
and the salvation of
the heathen.

About four months ago a house was
rented at Sio-Tang. From the first day the
house has been jammed full of hopeful
hearers. Sio-Tang is a large market and
business point, with many populous villages
in close proximity. Much of the business
is done by men belonging to clans else-
where, and so are at liberty to listen to the
gospel there.

REV. A.F. GROESBECK

Sunday, April 17, a house, bought and

paid for at a cost of over two hundred dol-
lars, was opened at Kah-Tung. The native
Christians pay the entire amount without
a cent’s cost to the Union. Kah-Tung is a
village of about ten thousand inhabitants,
and is surrounded by a rich farming coun-
try. The opening was auspicious, and the
opportunities for growth are large. In the
purchase of the house we met great oppo-
sition. At Chieh-Kho-Suan one of the
brethren has furnished a house for preach-
ing, and work has been quietly going on
with hopeful results. The village is small
and out of the way, but we hope to use it
to gain a foothold in a larger place, to the
north at Pua-Yung or Tung-Phi, villages
side by side with a joint population of ten
thousand. Chieh-Khoi has suffered some-
what from alleged persecution, but is rap-
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idly recovering. It is the center of alarge
population, and is separated from Koh-Tung
by a mountain range. So-Lai continues to
prosper, and is on the point of building a
chapel to seat six hundred people. This
we think can be done without help from the
Union, since the work there has such a
deep hold on the people.

April 24 a place of worship was opened
at Joan City, in Fuh-Kien province. A
wealthy man, who made his money deal
ing in cod-liver oil in Siam, furnishes the
house, and gives it one year free of charge.
Joan is a magistrate city almost as large as
Ungkung, and is admirably located as 2
center from which to work. Communica-
tion with Formosa is direct and easy. The
changes on that island have ar@used the
people at Joan and all along the coast.
There being no open port there, or near
there, we get the benefit of the awakening
without the bad influence of foreign resi-
dents. North of Ungkung and west of
Joan we have a number of brethren, a good
opening for work, but need a house in
which to hold services.

Each of the above-mentioned places is
central, the nucleus of a number of vil
lages. The very contour of the country
partitions the ground thus. Hence in occu-
pying these points and establishing strong
stations the whole surrounding country is
reached. In the future chapels in sur-
rounding villages can be built with Iittle or
no cost to the Union. These centers will
naturally be the places for the establish-
ment of schools as they are required.

At Ungkung we have no place to put
the school; everything is full. Additional
land and buildings are necessary if the
work is to be allowed its natural expansion.
The chapel is overflowing every Sunday,
and doubtless many more would come in,
be seated, listen and ultimately be con-



Old Fields Reopened

were there room; whereas at pres-
y stand for a few moments before
wded door, and then pass on. We
0 have a chapel, seating from four
1 to six hundred, immediately.

members are largely from a good
f society, and in a few years will
: to carry on aggressive work them-
inder the direction of the missionary.
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The women’s rooms in our new chapels
have been filled from the first day. I
question whether you can lay your hand
on many church records where the church,
four years old, purchased a house in an-

“other city, paid cash down for it, as was

done in the case of the house at Kah-
Tung. Think of it, only four years out of
heathenism !

OLD FIELDS REOPENED

REV. JOSEPH PAUL, DIBRUGARH, ASSAM

Dibrugarh and Sadiya were g the earli

fields

pied by American Baptist Missionaries in Assam, but

ndoned on account of the fierce opposition of the people. They have now been reopened under favoring cir-

es, and offer the |

. last cold season’s work — from Oc-
ober to March —resulted in the bap-
f 111, the organization of four new
es, the taking over of one small
from the Sibsagor district, the sale
ut two thousand gospels and other
s of scripture, the breaking down of
prejudices which stood in the way of
wk; notably, those objections to all
of mission work which existed in the
of Europeans controlling large num-
laborers have turned into encouraging
al. For instance, a manager of one
arden said, the last time I went to his
, ]I am an old heathen, Mr. Paul;
n do nothing for me; I am hardened.
horoughly agree with what you are do-
these natives. You are quite welcome
»m in my bungalow any time you come,
ou are perfectly free to preach the
to these coolies as long as you like,
wish you every success.”
se things are very encouraging. The
at we already have 160 church mem-
. this new field, with a large number
lidates for baptism, should settle the
m of our permanency here in Dibru-
If you should go into the Digoli
Bazar here and look and walk around

EptTonr.)

you would find a small shop over which the
words in Assamese, “ Let there be peace,”
are written in large type. This is our Bap-
tist Book Stall, where the scriptures and
other purely Christian publications are sold.
These books are in several languages, and
go out all over the district.

In the northeast corner of this district is
the old station of Sadiya, absolutely closed
to all missionaries for many years. This is
now open to our society and there is a request
for a medical missionary of the American
Baptist Missionary Union. This is the key
to vast regions untouched by the gospel.

What will the churches say about this
great opportunity and duty? One of the
greatest opportunities any society ever had,
surely. I have a letter in my possession
which constitutes a call from these tribes.
Itis written by J. F. Needham, Esq., C.L.LE,,
political agent of the northeast frontier.
He actually drove me out to a village and
stayed with me while I preached to the
people. He now writes, «Come out next
cold season and camp amongst these people
as long as you like.” May God by his
Spirit lead the Northern Baptists to see and
feel this call and enable the Union to
answer it.



CHINESE EMIGRATION

HE countries about the China Sea are
full of Chinese. By their superior
energy and business ability they have ab-
sorbed the trade of these lands, and pushed
into the background the indolent and shift-
less people of these regions.

There are some two and a half millions
of Chinese in Siam out of a total population
of eight millions. In Bangkok, the capital of
that kingdom, the Chinese number three
hundred thousand in a population of five
hundred thousand. In Singapore, that
flourishing British colony in the Straits of
Malacca, two-thirds of the real estate is
owned by the Chinese, and they occupy posi-
tions of influence and honor, some of them
being members of the Legislative Council.
Most of the coasting trade on the Malayan
peninsula is in the hands of the Chinese, and
they are scattered in all the settlements and
plantations on the seaboard. Fifty-five
thousand Chinese arrived in Singapore from
China in one quarter— three months. From
this center they are distributed to the Dutch
and native territories. In the city of Manila
on Luzon there are twenty thousand of
them. Most of the artisans in Java are
Chinese. The Chinese form an impor-
tant part of the population of the British
settlement of North Borneo. They are
found in great numbers in Rangoon and in
other coast towns of Burma. In Saigon and
the ports of French Cochin China, most of
the trade is carried on by Chinese mer-
chants. Thus the ports around the China
Sea, opened up by the prowess and enter-
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prise of European states, have come to be
occupied by the Chinese, who are the most
progressive element in the Asiatic popula-
tion. With their enterprise and their wealth
they have carried their vices and their evil
tendencies; hence, gambling, opium smok-
ing and licentiousness abound wherever they
are found.

In the North, too, the energetic, frugal,
persevering Chinese are occupying Tartary,
and developing and getting control of the
trade between China and the Tartar tribes,
and also cultivating a trade with Russia.
Chinese merchants are also found in Korea
and Japan. Enterprising, unscrupulous, un-
tiring, and persistent, they are the Jews of
eastern Asia. Traders by instinct, they
grow wealthy by accumulating small sav-
ings. Polite, accommodating, and ever on
the alert, they seek to please their custom-
ers. Ever ready to pander to the vices of
their patrons, their consciences rarely hinder
them from accepting the most paltry gaios.
No wonder, then, they succeed where others
fail.

This contact with their neighbors, north
and south, has had no elevating effect on
the Chinese. They have gone as teachers
rather than learners; as pioneers of a civil-
ization superior to that of the surrounding
nations. Hence this intercourse has had
no reconstructive force. It is only as the
Chinese have been brought into contact
with the Anglo-Saxon race in America and
Australia that they have felt the reviving
touch of Western civilization.



548 : Editorial

iss Harriet Hildredth Morse passed away from earth to her heavenly reward, at

West Newbury, Mass.,, on Sept. 6. Miss Morse was born in Haverhil
Oct. 3, 1814, and was appointed a missionary to the Ojibwa Indians Aug. 29, 1832
She retired from this work on account of her health in October, 1844, but was
appointed to the mission in Siam Sept. r3, 1847, arriving at Bangkok Feb. 18 of
the next year. From this mission she was too soon obliged to retire on account of
the failure of health, reaching the United States on her return Dec. 5, 1855. Her
interest in missionary work is apparent from the fact that she was appointed matron
of the mission school among the Delaware Indians, in 1856, but from this also she
was obliged to retire in 1859. Later, Miss Morse was matron of an industrial
school for girls in Dorchester, Mass., and another in Providence, R. I., and was also
for a time assistant matron in the home for the children of missionaries a
Newton Centre. She g\ained the love and respect of all with whom she had to
do. Her devotion to the cause of Christ was lifelong, and her activity in
behalf of others often carried her far beyond her strength. For many years she
had been a member of the Cranston Street Baptist Church of Providence, Rev.
Moses H. Bixby, D.D)., pastor, and although she has for a number of years been
retired from public service, yet to a multitude her name will recall pleasant
memories of a faithful, devout, earnest and useful servant of Christ.

Charming lllustration of Christian devotion and steadfastness has come to the

mission rooms recently in connection with an amount received from the
estate of Mrs. Elizabeth B. Chandler of Jandon, Missouri When only thirty-
three years of age Mrs. Chandler was left a widow, with three little boys to rear,
the oldest of whom was only six years of age at the time of her affliction.
Being a woman of devout faith she made a promise to the Lord that if he would
enable her to rear her boys aright, to be good and honorable men, she would at
her death consider his goodness, especially in regard to the distribution of her
worldly goods, and would set aside an equal share with each of her sons, dividing
the property into four parts instead of three. She lived to see her ardent wish
in regard to her sons fulfilled, and having full confidence in them did not make
a will in regard to her property, but requested that the sons should carry out her
promise which she had made to the Lord. It is delightful to state that the sons,
who are living in West Plains, Missouri, have most cordially and heartily fulfilled
their mother’s wishes, and the Missionary Union has received the first installment
of the one-fourth part of Mrs. Chandler’s estate. Mrs. Chandler was a native of
Ohio, but removed to Missouri, and was always deeply interested in the cause of
foreign missions. So frequently is it the case that bequests in the wills of departed
relatives made for charitable purposes are disregarded, and every effort made to
break the wills, that an instance of this character where the wishes of a mother
have been carried out voluntarily is exceedingly pleasant to record.

ukum Mary, (“Gospel Ship”’) the Baptist mission vessel for the Inland Sea of

]apan, was dedicated at Yokohama Sept. 13, 1899, with interesting exercises,
including an address by Rev. W. B. Parshley. We hope to have a full account of
this vessel and its proposed work from Captain Bickel, master and missionary.




