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6 Editorial

IN CHINA

The Goddard family occupies a distinguished place in the Baptist Missions in
China.

Rev. J. R. Gopparp, D. D., of Ningpo, is a son of Rev. Josiah Goddard, the founder
of the Baptist Mission in East China.

Mrs. J. R. GoDDARD, his wife, is the daughter of Rev. William Dean, D. D., the emi-
nent missionary of Siam.

Miss ANNA KaTtuaRINE GoDpparRD of Ningpo is a daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. R.
‘Goddard, and a granddaughter of Rev. Josiah Goddard and Dr. William Dean.

BritoN CorLIES, M. D., of Suichaufu, West China, is a grandson of Rev. Josiah
‘Goddard.

Rev. WiLL1AM ASHMORE, Jr., of Swatow, at present in America, is a son of Rev. Wil-
liam Ashmore, D. D, the veteran missionary of the South China Mission. '

Mrs. S. P. BARCHET, now of Shanghai, is a daughter of Rev. E. C. Lord, D. D,, for-
merly missionary at Ningpo.

Miss MARY K. ScoTT of Swatow is associated in the work with her mother, Mrs.
Anna K. Scott, M. D. Mrs. Scott is the wife of Rev. E. P. Scott, who died in mission-
ary service in Assam.

IN JAPAN

The missions to the Japanese are comparatively young and there has not been
time for a second generation of missionaries to appear. However,

Captain Ltk W. BIckiL, in charge of the new Gospel schooner for the Inland
Sea of Japan, is a son of Philipp Bickel, D. D., the director of the Baptist Publishing
House, Cassel, Germany, and a missionary for several years engaged in the Baptist work
in Central Europe.

Aside from those already mentioned there are a number of others who aithough
not formally appointed as missionaries of the American Baptist Missionary Union
are still engaged in the work.

Mr. HErBERT VINTON has for several years been laboring in the Karen Baptist Mis-
sion School at Rangoon. He is the son of Mrs. J. H. Vinton, and a grandson of Rev.
J. H. Vinton, D. D.

Miss MinNiE DowNiE is engaged in missionary work at Nellore, where her father,
Rev. David Downie, D. D., is in charge. Her sister,Miss Annie Downie, has also been
engaged in the missionary work, but at present is at the Hasseltine House, Newton
Centre, preparing herself or further labors in missionary service.

Miss GraTia CroucH is at present with her father, Rev. Dr. Clough of Ongole, and
is quite as actively engaged in missionary service as if she were under appointment. Dr.
Clough calls her his “volunteer missionary.”

We are glad to say that several others, children of missionaries now on the field,
are engaged in their studies in this country in preparation for missionary service,
and this long and inspiring list will undoubtedly receive increasingly frequent addi-
tions in the years to come.



8 Editorial

Sarah Boardman, afterward the wife of Dr. Judson. She sleeps on the island of St.
Helena. Grover S. Comstock and his wife Sarah Davis who gave their young lives
for Arakan. Norman M. Waterbury of Madras was also one of those who ‘never
came home,” so was Charles G. Hartsock of the Congo, Bennett J. Mix of Toungoo,
Burma, Cyrus A. Chilcott of Siam, H. M. Campbell of Arakan, and many others, a
“cloud of witnesses,” martyrs for the name of Jesus among the heathen. Their
terms of labor were indeed brief, but who will say that their devotion was less or their
sacrifice less acceptable to their Lord than the service of those who have been per-
mitted to spend long years among the heathen? If “the blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church,” shall not these young lives early laid on the missionary altar also
plead with the Lord of the harvest that these precious offerings shall also not be in
vain? )

'Ehe International Missionary Conference which will convene in Carnegie Hall,

New York City, on the 21st of next April will be the third world’s Conference
on foreign missions held, and the first on the American continent. It will remaim
in session ten days, discussing the planting and development of the Christian reli-
gion among unevangelized peoples, and will unquestionably be an occasion of great
interest and largely attended by representatives from all parts of the world. It will
be a cosmopolitan missionary conference, and it is thought that it will probably be
the largest conference of the kind which has ever been held. We again urge ow
readers, and especially pastors of churches, to arrange to be present at this unique
and important and inspiring gathering to consider the world-wide interests of the
kingdom of Christ.

¢harles W. Perkins, Esq., cashier of the Massachusetts National Bank, the oldest

bank in Boston, has been chosen chairman of the Finance Committee of the
American Baptist Missionary Union in place of the late Deacon George W. Chip-
man. Mr. Perkins is a deacon of Clarendon Street Baptist Church, Boston, and has
been a member of the Executive Committee of the Missionary Union since 1888,
and a member of the Finance Committee for several years. The other members of
this important committee, which controls the investments of the Missionary Union,
are, John Carr, Esq., president of the First National Bank of Boston, and Dudley
P. Bailey, Esq., attorney at law, of Everett and Boston. Mr. Carr is a deacon of
the Dudley Street Baptist Church, Boston, and Mr. Bailey, a deacon of the First
Baptist Church of Everett, Mass.

¢opies of this Magazine for September, 1899, are needed, as the issue is
exhausted.- Any who have such copies which they may be willing to spare
will confer a favor by sending them to Baprist MissioONARY MacazINE, Tremont

Temple, Boston, Mass.
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REV. W. A. SHARP, SECRETARY, RANGOON.

CTOBER has become to
the Baptists of Burma
! what May is to our Baptist
| brethren in America. Here
we meet together in con-
ference and prayer about our work,
and it scems sometimes like renewing
the broken circle in another land;
here, too, we meet in consultation
with our native brethren regarding
the wider sphere of evangelizing
Burma and the regions beyond.
This year the meetings were held
in Rangoon, those of the conference
in the chapel of the Baptist college,
while those of the convention were held
in the Sgaw Karen chapel, Alon. The
two days meetings of the conference
were marked by a spirit of tenderness

and peaceful fellowship. If T were
asked what was the watchword
of these days I should say, “peace,”

“sweet peace, the gift of God’s love.”
Peace, rest, jov, patience, faith and
love were topics discussed during
different sessions. It was not to be
wondered at that peace and rest
should bhe the keynote of the meet-
ings, since so many loved ones were
called to pass through the valley of
the shadow of death since our meet-
ing together last vear. A throne is
vacant at Insein, where a queen of
missions closed her reign, memora-
ble as being one of the longest in the
history of mission work. Beside the
placid lake at Meiktila there lies a
lonely grave, in a spot hallowed as the
resting place of the first Christian
martvr in that kingdom of darkness.
At Henzada another rests from his
labors, whose life was given to
preaching the gospel to the heathen
and the strengthening of disciples in
the faith. At Sagaing, bevond Bur-
ma’s great river from the city whose

o8

pride is that she was the abiding
place of the last king of the “Golden
Empire,” is a home from whence
has gone an angelic messenger to the
City of Gold beyond the realm of
tears.

In Rangoon there are empty
cradles three, which speak of hearts
more empty, though not void of hope,
for they look beyond the vale, “where
those angel faces smile, which they
have loved long since and lost
awhile.”

On Thursday evening Rev. H. H.
Tilbe preached the sermon before the
conference, choosing for his text a
part of the great commission. He
discussed it in an interesting and
helpful manner. Several times the
desire was expressed by different per-
sons that we might unite in prayer for
a gracious revival in the churches and
a large ingathering of souls in Burma
this year. A number of places re-
ported the work as very encouraging
indeed, which seemed like the words
of the Lord saying, “Before they call
upon me I will answer.”

There was but one regular business
session and very little business of im-
portance was transacted. A few
resolutions relating to our schools in
connection with the government were
proposed and passed, with a marked
absence of the old-time enthusiasm
usually manifest in the discussion of
the subject. There was one thing
that was taken up and passed unani-
mously with enthusiasm. That was
the resolution recommending the
erection of a new mission press in
Rangoon <without delay. By way of
cmphasis a collection was taken up
for the purpose amounting to Rs.
1,000 ($330).

The meetings of the convention
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were well attended this year. Again
the number of Burmese in attendance
outnumbered the Karens. This fact,
of no special importance in itself, is
worthy of passing notice as being a
condition unknown until quite re-
cently, and yet it may mean more
than that which appears on the sur-
face to a casual observer. Burmese
disciples are slowly increasing and
they are taking a greater interest in
the affairs of the kingdom. It does
not take the eye of an optimist to see
that the harvest time is approaching
for the Burman field. As one brother
expressed it, “These Burmese shall
not always keep marching up to the
pagoda as we see them to-day.” The
saddest thing in the work is the sight
of the empty houses in the different
stations in the Burmese department.
The closed doors and shutters are as
significant of blasted hopes and decay
as the open grave with the box beside
it, which covers the form of a loved
one.

The convention closed the year
with a balance in the treasury. Not-
withstanding the fact that the new
field of Haka, in the Chin hills,
was added to the list of its beneficia-
ries, the condition of the treasury was
such that it was thought possible to
increase the number of laborers in
the field. Accordingly it was voted
that a committee should be appointed
to visit Siam again, in order to find
out more definitely the number of
Karens living in the country sur-
rounding Cheungmai, and if the num-
bers justified such an action the con-
vention is to assume the support of
two more missionaries in that field.

Siam already receives a good share
of the funds of the convention, the
work at Cheungmai has been greatly
blessed, three churches have been
formed there and organized into an
association, one of the churches is en-
tirely self-supporting, while the others
contribute toward the salary of their
pastors, who, under the direction and
assistance of the convention, are able
to do considerable touring in the
regions beyond.

Encouraging reports come from
the work among the Talaings at
Bangkok, the aid of which has been
only recentlybegun by the convention.

On Sunday the annual sermon in
English was delivered before the con-
vention by Brother Grigg of Moul-
mein. It was a thoroughgoing mis-
sionary address, suited to inspire
courage and hope in the hearts of
weary toilers. During the last ses-
sion on Monday a resolution was
passed recommending the revision of
the Burmese Bible, which seems most
desirable now in view of the fact that
the British and Foreign Bible Society
has already begun a revision in the
interests of non-Baptist churches.

The finale took place at the home
of Professor and Mrs. Randall, where,
after an hour passed in prayer and
praise, the missionaries spent a pleas-
ant evening in social intercourse.
Among the other pleasant things of
the evening was a gramophone exhi-
bition given by Brother Cronkhite of
Bassein.

The missionaries turned their faces
homeward from these meetings hap-
pier and more hopeful than when they
came.

oravian Missions. The Unitas Fratrum cultivates 21 fields, with 138 sta-
tions, and 54 out-stations. The missionary force includes 376 Europeans

and Americans, of whom 172 are wives, and 1,942 native helpers. The baptized
members number 92,071, and the communicants, 33,764. The income reached
£78,506 last year, of which £50,000 was derived from the mission fields,
£11,978 from legacies, only £4,118 from the Brethren’s churches, and £12,~

409 from other churches and friends.
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the New Testament into the Siamese
language. His revision brought this
version to such a degree of excellence
that it was reckoned as a Siamese
classic. The printing of the second
(revised) edition was completed in the
latter part of 1850; but on January 4,
1851, nearly the whole of the edition
was destroyed by a fire, which swept
away all the buildings on the mission
compound. The mission was reén-
forced June 22, 1849, by the arrival of
Rev. S. J. Smith. His first wife was
the second Mrs. Jones, who became a
widow September 13, 1831. Mr.
Smith is still pastor of the Siamese
Baptist Church of Bangkok. In 1863
it numbered twenty-eight members.
Since the American Baptists aban-
doned the mission to the Siamese,
there has been probably no gain in
the number of communicants, which
has not been more than counterbal-
anced by loss owing to deaths and re-
movals. But the influences for good,
which were set in motion half a cen-
tury ago, are still producing beneficial
effects upon the whole country.

Kru Choy, an effective speaker in
both Chinese and Siamese, is a Bap-
tist to this day, but he has long been
in the service of the American Pres-
byterian mission. He is regarded as
one of the best of the native preach-
ers. Another fruit of the American
Baptist Mission was the learned pun-
dit, who was employed by the Presbhy-
terian missionaries one after another
to teach them the Siamese language.
He maintained an exemplary Chris-
tian profession. His death was of
quite recent occurrence.

The reigning monarch is Chula-
longkorn. His father spent a num-
ber of years in the royal monastery of
Bangkok. Even while wearing the
vellow robe of a monk he devoted
himself to the acquisition of the Eng-
lish language and of the rudiments of
a European education, rather than to
researches in Buddhist lore. Among
the missionaries upon whom he was
wont to call for instruction and advice
were Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Chandler,

and when he ascended the throne,
upon the death of his brother, these
ladies were invited to come regularly
to the palace, in order to teach the
princesses and other ladies of the
court. When Mrs. Smith died, the
king sent a state carriage to attend the
funeral out of respect to her memory.

II.
MISSION TO THE CHINESE IN SIAM.

Like the mission to the Siamese,
this mission has been marked by
strange vicissitudes and has been dis-
tinguished by the persistency with
which for sixty years missionaries
were sent out from America in the
face of many and great discourage-
ments. Of this number, Rev. William
Dean was the first. With Mrs. Dean
he arrived at Bangkok July 18, 1835,
but in the seventh year he left for
China. Rev. A. Reed and Rev. J. L.
Shuck, with their wives, joined the
missionary force in 1836, but that
same year Mr. and Mrs. Shuck re-
moved to Macao, and Mr. Reed died
in less than fourteen months after his
arrival. Rev. Josiah Goddard reached
Bangkok October 16, 1840, but after
eight years he was transferred to
Shanghai and thence to Ningpo. Rev.
E. N. Jencks landed on the fourteenth
of December, 1846, but in less than a
vear he was obliged to sail for Amer-
ica on account of the alarming illness
of Mrs. Jencks, who died on the home
vovage. Rev. William Ashmore and
wife sailed from the port of New
York August 17, 1850, but their long
vovages were not terminated by their
disembarkation at DBangkok until
April 14 of the next vear. Their re-
moval to Hong Kong took place
January 19, 1858. Rev. Robert Tel-
ford arrived June 24, 1854, but in
1863 Mrs. Telford’s illness compelled
their return to the United States.

After a residence in the home land
of ten wvears, Dr. Dean embarked
August 13, 1864, for his third term of
service. He was accompanied by
Rev. Cvrus A. Chilcott,who! died
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December 30, 1865. That was five
days less than one year from the date
of their landing at Bangkok. Miss
Adele M. Field, to whom Mr. Chilcott
had been engaged to be married, after
a short stay, came home, and subse-
quently she was designated to Swa-
tow. Rev. William M. Lisle at the
end of six months was obliged to
abandon all hope of being able to live
at Bangkok, so he and Mrs. Lisle
came back, arriving at the United
States August 18, 1868. Rev. Lewis
A. Eaton sailed for Bangkok Septem-
ber 30, 1882. Making over charge to
him, Dr. Dean closed a term of nine-
teen years’ continuous service in Siam,
and returned home November 14,
1884, at the age of seventy-seven
vears. Rev. A. H. Fraser disem-
barked at Bangkok January 20, 1887,
but his connection with the A. B. M.
U. ceased the following year. In 1891
Mr. Eaton took a furlough, but he
was back at his station before the end
of the same year. His second term
of service lasted less than two years.
He resigned December 16, 1895.
For 1883 the annual report of the
Chinese mission in Siam gave a total
of at least three or four churches and
five hundred communicants. But
soon after their aged pastor’s depart-
ure for his native land there oc-
curred a great falling away, and in
the course of a couple of years the dis-
ciples were reduced to a mere hand-
ful, and but one church could be re-
ported. Two or three causes may be
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mentioned as contributing to the in-
stability of the converts. There is
reason to fear that many Chinamen
professed Christianity on account of
the hope and expectation that Dr.
Dean’s influence with the king and
nobles would secure for them protec-
tion from petty exactions and annoy-
ances. Large numbers of them were
immigrants, mere adventurers with-
out family ties, who failing to find re-
munerative employment, would soon
drift out of sight. Many of them be-
fore their baptism appear to have
taken Siamese wives, who remained
wedded to heathenism, so that there
was almost a total absence of Chris-
tian homes. A few, however, held
fast their integrity and furnished the
nucleus of the present flourishing
congregation. According to the last
annual report, the Chinese Baptist
church of Bangkok has a membership
of about eighty-five.

As the Chinese pastor has not yet
been ordained the ordinances are ad-
ministered by Rev. Hans Adamsen.
M. D., who in his boyhood was for
several years one of the pupils in Mrs.
Smith’s school at Bengkolem Point.
He prosecuted his medical studies
and received ordination in America
before resuming his residence in his
native land. His labors on behalf of
the Chinese are conducted through
the medium of the Siamese language,
aided by Malay words, with which
Chinamen coming by way of Singa-
pore are more or less familiar.

‘Ehe Mission in Uganda, Central Africa, continues its triumphant progress.
Since his arrival in May, 1898, Bishop Tucker has confirmed 2,221 candi-
dates and baptized the king of Unyoro and his sister, children of the noto-

rious slave raider, Kabarega.

The sale of Christian literature is a marked

feature of this mission. During 1898, 5,339 New Testaments and Bibles,
8,445 gospels and Scripture portions, 5,247 praver and hvmn books and 225
copies of Pilgrim’s Progress, beside a large number of tracts and small books
were sold. The payment received amounted to 6,800,000 shells or as much
as 340 men could carry at 70 pounds to a load. The value was £1,433, or

about $7,000.



IIL
MISSION TO THE KARENS IN SIAM.

ROM the very beginning of mis-
sionary endeavor on Dbchalf of
Karens, the fact has been known of
the existence of two tribes of that race
in Siam; but it has been impossible to
form any exact estimate of their num-
bers, because their villages are situ-
ated in such inaccessible places. Ac-
cording to the journal of Rev. F.
136
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D O. STEVENS, D, D,
‘VILLE. MAINE.

Mason, published in the BaptisT
MisstoNARY MAGAZINE, in less than
three years after Rev. G. D. Board-
man baptized Ko Tha byu, the first
Karen convert, five Karens of their
own accord set out in February, 1831,
on a preaching tour to their country-
men in Siam. The villagers received
them kindly, but the chiefs would not
suffer them to proceed. Hence after
these Christians had visited a few lo-
calities just beyond the border, they
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were obliged to turn back within fif-
teen days of their time of starting.
About half a century ago Rev. D. L.
Brayton and Rev. Norman Harris
crossed the eastern frontier of the
Mergui District in searcli of Siamese
Karens. In his ninety-second year
Mr. Brayton still lives to tell of his ex-
periences on that memorable mission-
ary journey.*

After an interval of twenty years,
Rev. C. H. and Mrs. Carpenter pene-
trated the jungles of Lower Siam on
a tour of exploration. Rev. and Mrs.
Churchill resided at Bangkok a whole
year, hoping to find an opening for
labor on behalf of Karens. Besides
these two just mentioned other mis-
sionaries from the Maritime Provinces
of Canada, namely, Rev. Messrs.
Armstrong and Sanford and Miss
Norris (afterwards Mrs. Armstrong),
with native assistants, sought to con-
vey the gospel message to the Pwos
and Sgaws across the border in the
latitude of Moulmein and Tavoy.
But their efforts were apparently all
to no purpose. It was not until after
their missionaries had been directed
to cross the Bay of Bengal to Co-
conada that the prayers of the Cana-
dian Baptists began to be answered
on behalf of the Karens inhabiting the
wilds of Siam.

Success was finally achieved
through the instrumentality of Chris-
tian Karen traders, who had gone in
search of teak timber. The first fruits
were gathered in Upper Siam in the
Lakon District of the Laos country
—a region quite difficult of access, far
away to the east of the Menam River.
The Burma Baptist Missionary Con-
vention gladly adopted this field as one
of their “spheres of influence,” and
sent the ordained preachers, bv whom
the converts were baptized. The dis-
ciples proved to be steadfast, even
when they were left for a season with-
out pastoral care; and so their num-
bers increased. Rev. David Webster

* In the first article it should have been stated
that }_{ev.‘ S. B. Partridge and wife spent four
years in Siam before removing to Swatow, China.

and family from Moulmein resided for
a short period at Zimmé (Chiéngmai)
in order to be comparatively near the
Karen Baptists of northern Siam.
They were visited from time to time
by Rev. Messrs. Bushell and Bulk-
ley, as well as by native evangelists.
About nine years ago a party consist-
ing of a Pwo Karen ordained mission-
ary from the Bassein District, his bride
and three travelling companions, were
cruelly murdered by the orders of an
official of the Siamese government,
out of hatred to Christianity. After
much correspondence, and many
tedious delays, this man was arrested,
tried, convicted and sentenced by the
king to imprisonment for life.

The last American Baptist mission-
aries to visit the Karen Christians in
Siam were Rev. A. E. Seagrave from
Rangoon and Rev. W. C. Calder from
Moulmein.* With the assistance of
the late Th’ra Pawmlaw, January 3,
1897, they ordained to the gospel min-
istry Th'ra Ler-se, a Siamese Karen,
who had received his education at the
Karen Theological Seminary. It was
a most interesting occasion. The
pastor elect cheerfully gave up the
good, steady pay, which he had been
receiving from the B. B. M. Conven-
tion, and agreed to accept whatever
the members of the church at Meh-
kwa felt able to give for his support.
According to the thirty-third annual
report of that convention, the number
of churches of Siamese Karens is
three; and the total of communicants
is two hundred and forty-three. They
are organized into an association,
which meets annually for the purpose
of evangelizing the region bevond
them. The outlook is full of cheer and
encouragement.

IvV.
MISSION TO THE MONS IN SIAM.

A large part of the industrial popu-
lation of Siam consists of a distinct

* According to the December, 1890, number
of 7he ANews, Rev. E. N. Harris of Shwegyin
and Rev. A. E. Seagrave of Rangoon were ahout
to start for a visit to the Karen churches-of; Siam,
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race of people, calling themselves
Mons, but by the Burmans designated
as Talaings. They are descendants of
captives and refugees from Pegu, and
from other parts of Lower Burma. It
is said that many years ago (probably
in the early part of this century), at a
preconcerted signal, “forty thousand
Peguans left their homes, and on a
single day started eastward to emi-
grate to Siam, in order to escape from
Burmese oppression. Their descend-
ants multiplied, as did the Hebrews in
Egypt; so that their present number
has been estimated to be as high as
one million, including those dwelling
in Upper Siam, and in what is now
French territory.

The first American missionary, who
took a special interest in the Talaings,
appears to have been Rev. J. T. Jones,
who was brought into contact with
them during his residence of a year
and a half at Moulmein, previous to
September 24, 1832, the date of his
sailing for Siam. In the Straits Settle-
ments he was detained a long time be-
fore he succeeded in securing passage
for himself and family to Bangkok.
While waiting at Singapore he im-
proved the time by putting together a
vocabulary of four thousand Talaing
words; but this valuable work seems
to have been lost beyond hope of re-
covery.

To the fact of the existence of so
many Peguans in Siam my attention
was first drawn, soon after I arrived
at Moulmein, in December, 188g. On
my preaching tours I repeatedly met
with Buddhist pilgrims from Siam
speaking the same tongue as my
Talaing assistants. Some of these
strangers we supplied with tracts,
which were printed at the Rangoon
Mission Press in 1874, under the di-
rection of Rev. J. M. Haswell, D. D.
In 1893 a telegraph operator, in search
of employment, took for me a package
of those tracts, and delivered it faith-
fully into the hands of Rev. L. A.
Eaton of Bangkok. Not more than
five miles south of Bengkolem Point is
Paklat, the chief town of a region

Baptist Mission Work in Siam

densely populated by Peguans, and
having a Peguan governor. Mr.
Eaton promptly visited this place, tak-
ing with him as interpreter Dr. Adam-
sen, who is able to speak and read Pe-
guan almost as fluently as Siamese.
An exhibition of magic lantern views
brought together an immense con-
course, and at the close of the lecture
it was found that the supply of tracts
was far from being sufficient to dis-
tribute among the eager listeners. In
1894 or 1895 I despatched two brandy
boxes, packed almost as full as thev
¢ uld hold with Peguar: tracts and
Scripture portions. One of these was
directed to Rev. S. J. Smith at
Bengkolem Point, and the other to
Dr. McGilvary at Chiéngmai (Zim-
me).

So far the work was preparatory.
Ere long I was permitted to learn of
a few baptisms from among the Mons
of Lower Siam. In response to an
urgent request from Dr. Adamsen for
help, in the spring of 1896 I sent Nai
Leh and Mi ’Peh, an elderly couple,
not well versed in the Scriptures, it is
true, but full of zeal to communicate
to others the glad tidings, which had
brought to them so much peace and

joy.

Mi 'Peh was the granddaughter of
a chief, who, in the northern part of
the Tenasserim Province of Burma,
had been killed by a band of Siamese
marauders. Carrying on a predatory
warfare, they took her grandmother
and many others as prisoners, and
dragged them off into captivity.
About fifty years ago with her parents
Mi ’Peh succeeded in escaping from
their Siamese taskmasters into British
Burma. Accompanied by her hus-
band, she went back to the home of
her childhood and told her kinsfolk
the simple story of how through her
husband’s instrumentality she had
been persuaded to accept the truth as
it is in Jesus. She also described how
he had taken pains to teach her to
read, not only the Peguan language,
but also the Burmese. Their labors
were greatly blessed; @and so in, the
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providence of God success came, not
so much at a central and convenient
out-station like Paklat, or Samkodk, as
at the obscure village of Sam’pawlerm,
fifty miles away to the north from the
Baptist mission station at Bangkok.

The cry, “Come over and help us,”
becoming still more urgent, I my-
self started March 2, 1897, on a mis-
sionary tour to Siam via Rangoon and
Singapore. In company with me went
Maung Di, Ko ’Tarr-thin and Ko
Shwe-gya. The first named gave up a
good position in the Baptist Mission
Burmese Boys’ Boarding School at
Moulmein, and volunteered to go with
his family as a mission school teacher
in order to labor under the direction
of Dr. Adamsen. The other two are
preachers, who agreed to accompany
me just for the trip; and it is a pleas-
ure to be able to testify that they ren-
dered most efficient services.

From March 18 to April 21, 1897,
we were very hospitably entertained
by Dr. and Mrs. Adamsen. During
those five weeks we visited Sam’paw-
lerm twice. Lord’s Day morning,
March 21, at Dr. Adamsen’s request,
I baptized five candidates, one
Siamese man, and four women, of
whom one was Siamese, and three
were Mons. In his steam launch, the
“Nina,” Dr. Adamsen took us through
the rivers and numerous creeks and
canals, carrying the glad tidings
from one Mon town and hamlet to an-
other. The villagers flocked to see us,
delighted to hear preaching in their
own tongue. We sold five hundred
Peguan tracts and Scripture portions.
Friday night, April 16, we started off
for our second visit to Sam’paw-
lerm. The next day the headmen
showed a disposition to make trouble.
Dr. Adamsen reported the matter to
the governor of Ayuthia, and he im-
mediately sent his deputy to our relief;
so there was no further opposition to
our putting a chapel upon a piece of
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ground, which was given by a Chris-
tian widow of that village.

Easter Sunday, April 18, was “a
high day.” In the morning I had the
privilege of baptizing in the Menam
River the mother of Dr. Adamsen.
After breakfast he married a young
couple, and held an out-of-door
preaching service. That same day I
assisted him in administering the
communion, and in organizing a
church of twenty-five or thirty mem-
bers, and at the close we took up a
good collection for building the
chapel, of which we had erected all the
posts on the day previous.

After a tedious detention of nearly
a fortnight at Singapore, while waiting
for a steamer, on the 19th of May, we
reached Rangoon upon our return.
In addition to providing for the sup-
port of Nai Leh, the Burma Baptist
Missionary Convention paid the fares
of Ko ’'Taw-thiin and Ko Shwe-gya;
so we were able to make this visit to
the Mons of Siam without being at
any expense to the American Baptist
Missionary Union.

Before the end of 1897, Dr. Adam-
sen was called to Paklat, to baptize a
man who had been led to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ by the reading of a
Peguan tract. His wife was so much
opposed to his forsaking the religion
of their ancestors, that she wished to
be separated from him. According to
the latest advices, however, there was
reason to hope that ere long she would
cease from her bitterness and be will-
ing to live with him again. He
seemed to be possessed of so much
ability and decision of character that
he was soon appointed as a preacher
to his townsmen. The Mon converts
in Siam with few exceptions have been
steadfast and earnest in their adher-
ence to the newly found doctrines of
the forgiveness of sins and salvation
through the merits of a crucified and
risen Redeemer.

“
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images, is seen the baptistery, an exact copy
of the tanks of Catholic churches, and in
which the baptism of adults by immersion
is to be administered. In the sixteenth
century the Reformation devoted itself to
instituting the rites of primitive Christian-
ity, but as nothing is found in the Bibls
that refers to infant baptism the Baptists
have gone farther in this direction than
Luther and Calvin, who retained this tra-
dition of the Catholic Church. Under the
name of Anabaptists or rebaptizers, va-
rious progressive elements were brought
together in the religious revolution. Not-
withstanding, by their persistency the Bap-
tists have introduced their doctrines into
England, Holland, Germany and United
States, and in this Republic they were
among the first to ask for a civil registra-
tion and marriage law.

“Among the most noted Baptists may
be mentioned Bunyan, so much praised by
Taine; Milton, the author of ‘Paradise
Lost;’ Roger Williams, who in 1639
founded in Rhode Island the first commu-
nity based on the liberty of conscience,
etc. The church government is congre-
gational, i. e., self-governing and inde-
pendent, with no centre of authority, and
no human authoritative head, and with no
relations other than those of Christian
brotherhood, so that they cannot form a
rank within itself.

“There are small congregations in Chu-
but, Sauce Corto, Las Flores, suburbs of
Santa Fe and Entre Rios. The pastor of
the congregation of Buenos Ayres is Mr.
Paul Besson, a Swiss, who became estab-
lished in this Republic more than twenty
years ago, and his associate is Mr. Joseph
Caballero, a Spaniard. Mr. Besson de-
livered a plain sermon and led in the sing-
ing of various sacred hymns, with which
the solemn service of the dedication of the
chapel mentioned closed.”

The above is from our excellent Span-
ish paper, La Luz, of November 16, 1899,
edited and published in the City of Mexico
by Rev. William H. Sloan. The fact that a
prominent daily in Argentine Republic
would publish such a notice argues a great
deal for the success and progress of Bap-
tist missions in that Catholic country.

P. C. NeLsoN, Rochester, N. Y.

NEWS FROM SIAM
Tuis village of Paklat and this com-
pound was the place of my birth, and

Letters

it was with great pleasure when four years
ago I was able to consecrate it to the
Lord, and two years later great was my joy
and gratitude to my Heavenly Father that |
was permitted to witness the baptism of
my mother, which was performed by Rev.
E. O. Stevens of Moulmein, who had
come over to Siam to help us in the
Peguan Mission. My mother now occu-
pies the house at Paklat, and by her efforts
is leading others into the way of truth.
Nai Meh and Uh Leh, our Peguan mis-
sionaries from Moulmein, also make it
their home the greater part of the year.
Altogether it is a bright and shining light
in the midst of a darkened village, and it is
to be hoped that it may be the means of
converting many souls. One of our con-
verts here was formerly a very popular
priest in this village. After his conversion
I suggested that he be baptized at Lahpow-
lome where we had more Christians, but
he refused and declared his wish to be
baptized at Paklat where he had been
previously so respected for his Buddhistic
knowledge and piety. Accordingly I ad-
ministered the ordinance to him in
the presence of a great crowd of vil-
lagers, on both sides of the canal, and to
whom he preached after the baptism. He
has since proven a very earnest Christian
and has been named “Paul” by some of
the Presbyterian missionaries -here. We
have had one convert from the Tachun
district. If we had sufficient native
helpers to work among these people
we are confident there would be more
converts.

At Pooteram, a Peguan village on the
Maa Klong River, there is one convert and
many inquirers. I think it would be well
to send over to Moulmein for another
Peguan evangelist. Mission work among
the Chinese here has been very encourag-
ing this year. The Wat Koh church has
now sixty communicants. Two weeks ago
it was my privilege to baptize six converts.
Their contributions for the year amounted
to two hundred and thirty ticals, which
was used toward the support of a native
preacher. Altogether I think we have
great cause to rejoice in the Lord and
give thanks for the manifold blessings he
has bestowed upon our labors, and the
blessed privilege that we have been per-
mitted to turn some unto our God.

REev. H. ApaMseN, M. D., BANGKOK.
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ized by the same vividnes of description
and interesting style as the earlier volume.
By his sixth book Mr. Young has intro-
duced the reading public to a region little
known before—missionary work among
the Indians of British America.  Pub-
lished by the Fleming H. Revell Com-
pany, New York, Chicago and Toronto,
at $1.25.

Tue Freming H. Reverr CoMPANY of
New York, Chicago and Toronto have re-
published in a small booklet John Angell
James’s great sermon before the London
Missionary Society in May, 1819, “The
Attraction of the Cross.” It was this ser-
mon which first drew public attention to
the young preacher of Birmingham and
introduced him to his career as one of the
foremost preachers of the world. With
Dr. Claudius Buchanan’s sermon, “The
Star in the East,” and Dr. Francis Way-
land’s discourse on “The Moral Grandeur
of the Missionary Enterprise,” it forms the
trio of famous sermons which have had a
profound and far-reaching influence on the
world-wide extension of the kingdom of
God. The book is published in the inter-
est of the African Industrial Mission,
which has generously supplied a copy to
each of the missionaries of the Missionary
Union.

NINETEEN CENTURIES OF MISSIONS,
by Mrs. William W. Scudder, is a hand-
book prepared for young people. Cover-
ing so much ground it could not be ex-
pected to be much more than an outline
and an index. It will be found helpful for
ready reference and as a guide to further
study of missions.

AN interesting addition is made to
“Folk-Lore” literature by Katherine Ne-
ville Fleeson's book on “The People’s
Tales of the Laos of Northern Siam.”
The two books are also published by the
Fleming H. Revell Company.

THE Presbyterian Committee of Publica-
tion, Richmond, Va., sends us the follow-
ing volumes just issued:

THE DracoN, IMAGE AND DEMON, or the
Three Religions of China; Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism, by Rev. Hampden
C. Du Bose. Perhaps no better book on
this subject for popular reading and gen-
eral use can be found than this volume of
Mr. Du Bose, whose residence for fourteen
years as a missionary to Suchau, China,
has given him ample opportunities to be-

Book Notes

come acquainted with the intricacies of
Chinese religious belief. He has given an
interesting and valuable account of the
mythology, idolatary and demonolatry of
the Chinese. Price $1.00.

L1GHTS AND SHADOWS OF Mi1ssioN WoORK
IN THE FaARrR East, price 75 cents, by Rev.
S. H. Chester, D. D., secretary of the For-
eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church
of the United States (South). Dr. Ches-
ter is one of the number who have so re-
cently visited all the mission fields in Asia.
In this small volume he has recorded his
observations made during his visit to the
Southern Presbyterian missions in Japan,
China and Korea, in the year 1897. Those
who read Dr. Chester’s account of his visit
in The Missionary will be prepared to wel-
come the book form, and those who may
have read accounts of similar visits to mis-
sionary lands will gain from this book the
value of Dr. Chester’s individual observa-
tions and experience. Every fresh book
presents heathen lands in new lights and is
therefore of new value.

MISSIONARY stories are multiplying, and
“Tatong, the Little Slave,” by Annie
Maria Barnes, introduces the reader of
missionary fiction to the country of Korea.
Price $1.25. The Presbyterian Committee
has also issued by the same author, “lIzil-
da, a Story of Brazil,” which has a similar
aim with the companion volume; to intro-
duce to and interest the reader in mission-
ary work, but this time in Brazil instead of
Korea. Price $1.00. Also “Ninito, a
Story of the Bible in Mexico,” by the
same author. Price go cents.

THE important question of self-support
in mission lands receives a strong help
and illumination from ‘Self-Supporting
Churches and How to Plant Them,” by
W. H. Wheeler. Mr. Wheeler is a son of
Rev. C. H. Wheeler, D. D., for forty years
a missionary of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, at
Harpoot, Turkey. The book, compiled
by his son, is a compendium of the life
and teachings of Dr. Wheeler in regard to
self-support in mission churches. There
are introductions by Rev. Cyrus Hamlin,
D. D, and Rev. James L. Barton, and it is
well styled a book for Christian workers
at home and abroad. Published by the
Better Way Publishing Company, Grin-
nell, Towa. Price $1.00; with reductions
to missionaries.



ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
THE MEETING OF FEBRUARY I2, I000. NINE MEMBERS PRESENT.

ACTION was taken in regard to appointing 157 delegates on behalf of the American
Baptist Missionary Union to the Ecumencial Missionary Confercnce to be held in

Carnegie Hall, New York City,

April 21 to May 1.

The certificate of the Auditing Committee to January I, 1900, was presented, to the

effect that the cash balances were correct and the payments properly vouched for.

Also

that the securities of the Union were found in hand or properly accounted for.
Rev. James T. McGovern, formerly a missionary of the American Baptist Home Mis-

sion Society, in Cuba, was appointed a missionary of the Union to Spain.

He sailed for

his field February 20. Also Mr. Gerrett J. Huizinga of Holland, Michigan, was ap-
pointed a missionary of the Union.

Permission to visit America was granted to H. Adamsen, M. D., of Bangkok, Siam,
and authority was granted to Rev. A. K. Gurney of Sibsagor, Assam, to proceed with
printing the Bible in Assamese, the expense of which the British and Foreign Bible

Society will share.

THE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 26, 1I000. ELEVEN MEMBERS PRESENT.

It was stated that Rev. Charles S. Morris is on his way from Africa to the United
States, having been taken ill of fever, and prevented from visiting the Congo Mission.

At the request of the Woman's Society the resignation of Miss Alice J. Rood, for-
merly missionary in Tura, Assam, was accepted.

Furloughs for next year were voted to Rev. O. L. Swanson of Gologhat, Assam, and
Rev. John Newcomb of Cumbum, India; also return passages of Mrs. W. B. Boggs and
daughter to the United States were appropriated.

BONATIONS

RECEIVED IN FEBRUARY,

MAINE, $174.90.

Thomaston ch............ 22
Rockland, 18t ch......... 100
Camden, Chestnut St. ch.. 14
Buckfield ch.. 7

2R8EE83

No. Oakfleld ch 2
Anson ch 4
8So. Paris ch.............. 15
Piscataquis Asso. per John

Pullen. Milo ch., $5.54;

Dexter ch., $7.30; Dover

and Foxcroft chs., $3.60;

Hartland ch.,, $1.81 .... 18 25
China, Farther Lights Cir-

ele L.iiiiiieiiieneees 200
Southwest Hnrbor. Mrs. A.

W.Clark ....cco00ve... 10 00
Gardiner, 1st ch....... ... 1050
Portland, 1st Y. P. S. C.

E., for Rev. F. P. Hag-

gnrd's station ....... .. 150 00

Portland, Free St. 8. S..
Wntervﬂle, Rev. E. O.
Stevens, D. D..........
Eastport ch.......... cens
Calais, 2nd ch.......
Old Town, E. R. Oxford .

Lee, Y. P. 8. C. E....... 8 00
w. Ellsworﬂ: ch.. Mrs. 1.
........... ... 100
Illoch tor India ........ . 130
NEW HAMPSHIRE, $24.10.
Nerth Conway ch...... ... 200

‘Hanover, Mrs. Mary B.
Huntington ............ 10 00

Portsmouth ch.,, Lemuel
Melntire ....cvveenennnn

Manchester, 1st Sw. ch... 710
VERMONT, $50.15.
Randolph, Y. P. 8. C. E.. 6 00
Montgomery Centre ch... 5 50
Essex, W. E. Huntley ... 10 00
Addison, Y. P, 8. C. E... 5 00
Putney, 1st 8. S......... 00

Rickers Mills, Mrs. A. B.

2 4 5 00
Burlington, 1st ch........ 3 65
Grafton ch....ovvvnnnnnn. 10 00

MASSACHUSETTS, $3,161.66.

Cambridge, Sw. Y. P, Roc. 3 00
Cambridge, John S. Paine 200 00
Cambridge, Broadway ch.,

Hugh A. McCoy ........ 50 00
Cambridge, Broadway ch.. 45 00
Middleboro, Central ch.... 75 00
Quincy, Sw. King’s Daugh-

tOr8 t.iiiiiiiiiieees... 10 00
Arlington S. S........... 2500
Rockland, 18t ch......... 16 &0
Roxbury, Lena Potter .... 20 00
North Tewksbury ch...... 46 75
Revere, 18t ch........... 100

Wakefield S. S., for sup.
Ko Nee, care Rev. C
Davenport ............

Wakefleld ch........

Holyoke, Second ch.

W. Rogalston ch..........

W. Royalston, Mrs. Julla
M. Shepardson .........

Springtield, a friend....

Springfield, State St., B.

1900

Y. P. U., for sup. Indlah

Kotiah ............ . 156 00
Spriogtield, Highland ch..

tow. sup. Rev. Geo.

Brock, Kanigirl, India.. 75 00
Montague, Miss Abby

Smith .ivvivreeinesnnsse B 00

South Tisbury ch......... 8 50
Amesbury, Y. P. 8. C. E,,

in memory of Miss Davy 1 00
Boston, Dudley St. ch.... 150 00
Boston, Miss J. E. Thorn-

hill, for chapel, care Rev.

C. R. Marsh 00
Boston, Clarendon St. ch 201 69
Boston, Tremont Temple

ch,, Dr. and Mrs. Geo.

C. Lorimer, for speclal

-

mission work in Germany 70 00
Boston, Warren Ave. ch.,

Mrs. S. E. Parker ..... 30 00
Winthrop, 1st Y. P, 8, C.

E., tow. sal. of Rev. J.

R. Goddard ..... cee.. 25 00
Needham, 1st Y. P, S. C

E., for sup. of Moung

Oung Min, care Rev.

C. L. Davenport ........ 15 00
Conway ch......
Chelsea, 1st ch.......
Medford, 18t ch......... 5 00

Newton Centre, in memory
of a mother ...........
Holden, S. S. class
Canton, 1st ch. .
Kingston ch..............
Kingston, Burditt Mission
Circle ce.viivrennrnnnn 8
Kingston, Y. P S.. C. E. (]

€53
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on the subject of self-support was sent out, and in my visits to the churches I have
sought to press this matter upon the Christians as well as to show them the Bible teach-
ing on the subject of Christian giving. There is promise of improvement in a portion
of the field but Christian liberality is a plant of slow growth. Christian giving, however,
there is, and has been, on this field,—on the part of some, liberal giving. Only a few
days ago a Christian woman placed Rs. 250 in my hands as a church building fund
for use in the district. It is her intention, she says, to add to it shortly, another Rs. 230.

Educational.—The Lamadaw and Dalhousie Street schools are having a good year.
More than four hundred pupils are in attendance. The buildings, however, are over-
crowded. No further growth in numbers is possible with the present accommodations.
The examinations will not be until March. Bible work has been well and systematically
done throughout the year. A Sunday-school is held in connection with each of these
schools. Mrs. McGuire has worked with and encouraged the teachers at Dalhousie
Street, while Mrs. Randall has rendered the same service at Lamadaw. The success
of these Sunday-schools the past year has been largely due to their efforts. From two
hundrd to two hundred and fifty children, almost all of them from heathen families, have
been in attendance. i

Kemendine—Miss Chapman has not been well for some months past. Miss Crait
and Miss Hanna, in the mean time, have had charge of the Kemendine girls’ schooi.
Miss Shinn arrived in November and began work in the school at once. Miss Chapman,
I am glad to say, is much improved in health and expects to take up the work again
with the opening of the new school year in May.

Karen Department
Report of Mr. Seagrave:

At the meeting of our Home Mission Society in May last, our pcople voted to return
to the ‘“‘cottage system” so far as the boarding department of our town school is con-
cerned. This is the system employed with very satisfactory results with the larger
students of the Theological Seminary. The pupils cook their own food and make their
own purchases of food, being furnished for that purpose with one anna each a day.
The rice, however, is supplied by the school. With the younger class of pupils we have
here, it is still uncertain whether the change was a step in advance or not. Among the
immediate results apparent has been a considerable decrease in attendance this year, and
increased expenditure. In other respects the school has gone on much as hitherto,
with practically the same teaching staff as last year, until the departure of Mr. Herbert
Vinton for America in November necessitated a general change in the work. The
quality of work done by teachers and pupils will probably be about as usual.

There is an ever increasing number of junule schcols from year to year with, we
think, increased efficiency, and these, where established in heathen villages, continue to
be a real and powerful evangelistic agency. The requirements of government serve to
crowd out the Bible in some cases, but we are emiphasizing as much as is possible the
importance of giving that book its true place in school instruction. In some cases we
find that the pastor himself gives special attention to this subject, visiting the school
daily for the Bible hour and leaving the instruction in other subjects to a teacher who
is hired for it

The usual number of evangelists is employed in the home field by our Home Mission
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Society, and the work in Meinlongyi, over the border in Siam, begun three years agv
by our people, is prosecuted with unabated interest. One of the two men first sent to
take up work there died last year, but the association at its last meeting voted to send
two men in his place. This was done, but we regret tc say that one of these new men
died of cholera after only three months of service. On a recent visit paid to that place
en route to Chengmai and the Karen villages which have become Christian there, we
found the outlook very encouraging. Many of the Karens who resort 1o that place
for trade have learned, at least, that there is a Karen preacher stationed there, and a
number of villages in the vicinity have received the preachers very kindly. I met a
little later a very intelligent appearing young man, originally from that section, who
has recently been converted through the agency of one of the evangelists employed in
Northern Siam by the Burma Baptist Missionary Convention. He, too, had heard that
work had been begun for the Karens of Meinlongyi, and he intimated his purpose to
return to his relatives there to tell them of what the Lord has done for him. We hope
soon to hear of baptisms at this place as fruit from the efforts being made by our
churches there.

For various reasons less visitation of the churches has been done than formerly by
the missionary-in-charge. A very interesting tour was made at the close of the last
travelling season to heathen villages in the foothills of the Yomas of the Pegu Dis-
trict; a portion of the field I had never been able to reach before. We were very kindly
received by the people, and a good hearing was given to our message. Evangelists have
been employed there for two or three years, and mcst of these villages are frequently
visited by pastors who reside near. The trip to Northern Siam, referred to above, re-
quired time which might otherwise, perhaps with less profit, have been spent among
the churches. We find our work consists chiefly in directing the work of others, but a
tour among the heathen villages gives an opportunity not only to outline work for
others and encourage them in their work, but also to ourselves deliver the message of
grace to heathen souls.

Thra Thanbya has done good work throughout the year in visiting the churches
and heathen villages within our borders. During the most of the rains as well as
during the dry season he has devoted himself to this work. His qualifications are such
that he is a most efficient worker in this capacity, and the help he thus affords me is
incalculable. : :

There has been something of a spirit of unrest on the part of a very few for a number
of years—a desire to, be free from missionary control—the spirit manifested of late years
in Japan—which is one unpleasant feature in our work, but that faction is fortunately
a very small one, and no one of real influence is with them. We now feel that we shall
be more free than ever before from their influence. The churches in general show
very encouraging progress and the spirit of fellowship with our pastors is very precious.
The month of Bible study with the latter was usually well attended this year and was
much enjoyed.

We look forward with great pleasure to the coming of Mr. Sumner Vinton to take
up work in his grandfather’s and father’s place, and believe he is destined to accomplish
a great work here. The people remember him and know that he has been preparing
himself for work among them, and repeatedly during the years of our service have we
been asked as to when he would return. The recent departure of Mrs. Vinton and my
family to America for a much needed change has reduced our working force very mate-

- rially, but we hope it is only for a short time. .
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The English Church

The work of the English church has had the pastoral care of Rev. W. F.
Gray until the close of the year. All reports indicate increasing prosperity.
To the great regret of his people, Mr. Gray resigned his pastorate at the
beginning of the new year, returning to this country. The vacancy has now
been filled by the choice of Rev. Albert Ehrgott of Springfield, Ohio, who will
carry to this important field the good wishes and the warm confidence of all
who have known him and his successful work in his pastorates in this country.

INSEIN—1889

Theological Seminary—Rev. D. A. W. Smith, D. D., Mrs. Smith, Rev. F. H. Eveleth,
D. D. and Mrs. Eveleth (in America), Rev. W. F. Thomas, Mrs. Thomas.

Insein, the seat of our Burman and Karen Theological Seminary, is about
nine miles north from Rangoon.

Report of Dr. Smith of the Karen Department:

The past year has been signalized by the opening of the Anglo-Vernacular Depart-
ment for the F. A. graduates of the Rangoon Baptist College, and for any others of
equal or higher grade, who may offer. It has been an unfavorable year for the inaugura-
tion of this advance movement, as the services of Mr. Thomas have been required for’
the Burmese department, owing to the absence on furlough of Dr. Eveleth. But it was
felt that it would be a mistake to refuse the first candidate who might offer himself for
this course, and so we have made a beginning. It is true, we have had only one such
candidate, and from the nature of the case, the students for that department must be
comparatively few in number, at any rate for many years to come. Meanwhile, the
pressing need of a class, even though a small one, of more highly educated natives in
the ministry, is emphasized by the present and prospective deplorable under-supply of
mssionaries in Burma. If this under-supply is to be continued, or even if it is not,
which may God mercifuly grant, the creation of a class of well educated and competent
leaders from among the people will in some measure compensate for such occasional
lack; and perhaps in time (a long time) permit of a permanent reduction of the mis-
sionary force. All missions are conducted with referet:ce to the ultimate abandonment
of the mission to native workers. But an obvious condition of and prerequisite to such
abandonment is a proper supply of competent native workers. Hence the importance
of such an institution as this, and of the vigorous support of each of its main depart-
ments.

The proposed three years’ course of study for students of the high grade is as follows:
in English, Bibliography for the first year, Hovey’s Theclogy for the second, and Church
History for the third; in Greek, a progressive course in New Testament Greek covering
the entire three years; in the Vernacular, a daily course in Bible interpretation, and in
the last year, in Homiletics and sermonizing, in connecction with the regular vernacular
classes.

To meet the need of an increasing class of pupils who have passed the eighth and
ninth standards in English, and who are therefore qualified by their habits of study and
knowledge of English to take an advanced course, though not so high as the Anglo-
vernacular, a three-years’ course which includes the gieater part of the four-years’ regu-
lar vernacular course is provided, and in addition, New Testament Greek is offered as an
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elective. Still another course of one, two or three years is arranged for pastors, who
wish to enjoy the advantage of a short period of study in the seminary. In this way, we
seek to make the seminary a blessing to the widest possible extent.

Three have come to us from the college this year, one an F. A. graduate already
referred to, and two from the ninth department.

The attendance during the past year, though not small, has been less than for several
years. This is probably due to the fact that it was supposed somewhat generally that
the rule requiring candidates to have passed the sixth standard came into force on
May last. This rule is not to take effect until May next, and it may be that even that date
is premature, in view of the fact that only a few schools in the district teach beyond
the fifth standard, and that the town-station schools do not as a rule make adequate
provision for passing students in the purely vernacular standards. The rules for admis-
sion to the seminary must obviously be determined not by what is desirable, but by
what is practicable.

The seminary opened in May, 1899, with 119 pupils. On account of the death of one,
and the invaliding of six others, we close the year with an attendance of 112. Of these,
twenty-five graduate after a full course, and one, after a partial course of study.

The contributions of the Karen churches to the support of the seminary have exceeded
even those of last year, which were the largest up to that time. They have come from
the different districts as follows: Northern Siam, 35—10—o0; Tavoy, 107—I2—0; Moul-
mein, 157—0—9; Tharrawaddy, 140—3—6; Rangoon, 6;8—14—9; Toungoo Paku, 241—
13—0; Toungoo Bghai, 86—12—3; Henzada, 433—11—6; Maubin, 101—12—0; Shwegyin,
235—10—0; Bassein Pgho, 130—6; Bassein Sgaw, 940. Total, 3280—0—0.

Prof. Thomas, who, in the absence of Dr. Eveleth, has had special care of
the Burman Department, writes as follows: '

At last, after seven years’ connection with the seminary with that end in view, the
English Department has become an accomplished faci. Meanwhile we have all that we
could do in connection with the hundreds of students connected with both the Karen and
Burman Seminaries, with both of which we have been more or less connected all the
time. Since our return from America two years and a half ago we have carried two
classes of advanced English pupils of the Karen Seminary through a course in the Greek
New Testament. During the past year, in addition to cne of these classes, I have had an
entering class of six in New Testament Greek, composed not only of advanced scholars in
«he Karen and Burman Seminaries, but also of our first full-fledged First Arts graduate
from the Baptist College in Rangoon, who is therefore the nucleus of our English De-
partment. In addition to the Bible in his Karen vernacular, he has also studied in Eng-
lish with Dr. Smith Barrow's Introduction to the Bible. to be followed later in his course
by other English text-books, instruction in which will have to be given him by mission-
ary instructors. As he is expecting next term to be joined by another English student,
this time from the Burman Seminary, we shall be in still more urgent need of a third
missionary in the seminary.

The past year has again found me in charge of the Burman Seminary, though this time
as a locum tenens in the place of Dr. and Mrs. F. H. Eveleth, whose valuable services to
the seminary, both as teachers and in the text-books which Dr. Eveleth is preparing,
may, we trust, be spared to the institution for years to come. Seven more promising
young men have just left the school, making forty-nine in all who have left us in the six
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Rs. 400, being given by friends in the home land. Two schoolhouses were also built in
out-stations, so that we now have three houses of worship.

Just now we are at the verge of famine with only one good well in this village and that
one in our own compound. In all the other villages the supply of water is becoming a
serious problem and we are praying earnestly that the blessed life-giving rain may speed-
ily come.

Personally we have enjoyed fair health, for which we are truly grateful.

CHINA .

The world’s attention is still directed to this vast country with only heightened
interest. The retrodctive policy of the Empress Dowager still controls govern-
ment action, revealing even more intense bitterness. Through the country as a
whole two developments are appearing. The anti-foreign and anti-Christian party,
encouraged by the attitude ,of the government, is more active, the disorderly ele-
ments giving rein to their passions. Violent outbreaks have occurred in two provinces
and persecution of Christians, more or less serious, is common. But the spirit of
the party of reform still lives and gains in strength. Among the people in general,
as the letters which follow bear witness, prejudices are waning; foreign ideas find
increasing favor and the work of the missionaries is welcomed. Whatever the
future may be thought to hold, the present is a day of opportunity. The preaching
of the Gospel finds attentive hearing and Christian literature is eagerly welcomed
In this interval, while far-reaching changes are pending, Christianity is offered
opportunity to make such advance as shal broaden greatly its influence. The
reports given below bear witness to the fidelity with which our workers are respond-
ing to this opportunity. Their effort has been unsparing, and gratifying results have
been realized. In Eastern China, where the death of Mr. Fletcher has decreased
our working force, 91 additions by baptism are reported ; in Southern China, 403 ;
in Central China, 41; in Western China, 10. Thus the work continues, whose
issue the Christian believer, with judgment made independent of fluctuating condi-
tions, may await with calm confidence. The opportunity afforded the followers of
Christ to introduce the divine force that shall accomplish the regeneration of this
great empire, whose enterprising people — themselves numbering one-fourth of the
human race —are becoming a dominant element in the life of all eastern lands, is an
opportunity that may well arouse the most listless heart.

BANGKOK, SIAM—1833
Rev. H. Adamsen, M. D., Mrs. Adamsen.

Report of Dr. Adamsen:

During thise year there have been eighteen baptisms among the Chinese and Peguans,
making altogether a membership of one hundred and twenty. I regret to have to report
the death of three of our members by cholera, and the dismissal of three more for bad
conduct. Five others were dismissed by letter to the Swatow church, thus leaving a
membership of one hundred and nine for the year 1899.

In January Rev. Wm. Ashmore, Jr., of Swatow, visited Siam and gave some assistance
to the Chinese work. Together we visited the Chinese stations at Bang-pla-soi and
Pet-riey, and, with very few exceptions, we found the brethren there living faithful Chris-
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tian lives. In November, 1898, I purchased with my own means the sailboat Kalamazoo,
belonging to the American Presbyterian Mission. I find this boat very convenient when
visiting Bang-pla-soi and Pet-rieu, and also in touring among the Peguans on the coast.

During the year I made eight extensive tours, by steam launch, into the surrounding
country, visiting many Peguan villages, distributing Peguan literature and preaching to
these people in their own language. In most of these villages the gospel had never been
preached before. In one village particularly the people were deeply interested and re-
ceatly a woman came from this village to Bangkok for baptism. Since October there
has been very little water in the canals, making it impossible to visit this village. There
will not be sufficient water again until next June or July. When not touring I make
weekly visits to the Paklat station which is not quite an hour’s journey, by launch, from
Bangkok. Services are held in the house which we have there, and frequently I preach
in the market place. We have had no converts from this village during the year, but
there is great interest shown by many of the villagers, and at the services the house or
sala is always crowded. I also made eight visits to Sah-pow-lome, but am sorry that we
have had no converts from this village this year and cannot report any great interest
. among the villagers, nevertheless they tolerate us, which perhaps is sufficient cause for
rejoicing when we recollect they formerly showed their dislike by throwing bricks and
other missiles into the chapel. The pupils in the school number eleven and the attendance
at the Sunday-school, including adults, is twenty-nine.

An important event in the history of the American Baptist Mission in Siam during
the year 1899 was the opening of the City Mission at Neu See Kak within the city wall.
This building was formerly used by the government as a ""Free Reading Room” and was
known also as the Institute. OQur first meeting was held in this building Saturday, Oc-
tober 14, and since then we have met regularly every Saturday and Sunday night. The
mceting begins at seven o’clock and continues until nine. Many young Siamese men
who are employed in government and other offices attend regularly, and all show great
interest in the services. After the Saturday evening meeting light refreshments, such as
tea and cakes are served. These refreshments are furnished by the Peguan Christians
assisted by Mrs. Adamsen. The rent of the building is 70 ticals, about $20.00 gold; but
as I have sub-rented the lower floor the expense to the mission will only be the half of
that amount.. On the 2nd of January I opened a night and day school in the Institute
and hope that within a few months the school fees will be enough for the rent as well as
all other expenses connected with the building. We feel that this is indeed a very im-
portant time in the history of our mission. In securing this building, which is in the
very centre of the new part of the city, or rather the old part rebuilt, we are able to reach
a class of people that we could not reach in the market places, or at the Wat Koh chapel.
Qften the Chinese brethren attend these meetings and assist in the service. When we re-
view the past year, we recall many things that have discouraged us, but above and beyond
all, we can seen the exceeding great mercy of God, our Heavenly Father.

NINGPO—1843

Rev. J. R. Goddard, D. D., Mrs. Goddard, J. S. Grant, M. D., Mrs. Grant, Miss Elizabeth
Stewart, Miss Helen L. Corbin, Miss Ella M. Boynton (in America), Miss Anna K.
Goddard. '

Report of Dr. Goddard:

The year now closing has been marked by unusual vicissitudes and changes. A year
ago our ranks were full and we looked forward to an advance in various directions. The
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Self Support at Moulmein, WBurma

RRV. E. O. STEVENS, D. D.

The original records of the Moulmein
Burmese Baptist Church are carefully pre-
served in the Moulmein mission library.
From them it appears in Dr. Judson’s own
handwriting that the organization of the
Rangoon Burmese Church was transferred
to Ambherst in 1826, and thence to Moul-
mein the next year. Of the twenty who
had been baptized at Rangoon, the leading
men and women followed their beloved
teacher and his wife, when they escaped
from Burmese tyranny at the close of the
first war. The few disciples who remained
in Burma proper were in hiding on ac-
count of the intolerance of the King. If
this view be correct, the Moulmein Bur-
mese Baptist Church may be considered
as the mother of all the Baptist churches
in Burma.

Moulmein was chosen in 1826 by Sir
Archibald Campbell,. the British com-
mander, as the military cantonment of the
possessions just wrested from the King of
Burma. During the progress of the war
the Mons of Lower Burma, i. e.. the Pe-
guans (or Talaings, as they are called by

the Burmans), threw off the yoke of the
King of Burma. To save them from the
vengeance, which would be wreaked upon
them by their Burmese masters as soon as
the East India Company’s troops should
be withdrawn, Sir Archibald Campbell in-
vited the Talaings to follow him to the
Tenasserim Provinces. Thousands ac-
cepted .his invitation and under the pro-
tection of the British flag they cut down
the big trees and cleared away the jungle,
which had grown upon the site of old
Moulmein, and on the same spot built the
new town. Thus, it came to pass, that the
great majority of the inhabitants of Moul-
mein were of an alien race, many of whom
spoke the Burmese language very imper-
fectly, and especially while they were oc-
cupied with the struggle for a bare sub-
sistence it was inopportune to attempt
much as to self-support in the churches,
which had so recently sprung into exist-
ence. R

As Rev. Francis Mason was the pioneer
in the matter of self-support at Tavoy in
1834, so Rev. E. A. Stevens was the pion-
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eer four years later at Moulmein, where
he and his wife arrived February 19, 1838.
While he was engaged in studying the
Burmese language, he was requested to as-
sume the pastoral care of the English Bap-
tist Church, in place of Rev. Lovell Ingalls,
who was transferred to Mergui. That year
the Moulmein Missionary Society was or-
ganized, and Mr. Stevens wrote the first
annual report. The design, as explicitly
stated in the constitution, was for this
society to be auxiliary to the American
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions.

The Prince of Tharrawadi had just dec-
throned his older brother, and upon seiz-
ing the crown he falsified the promises
which he had made, not only to American
missionaries, but also to the British Resi-
dent, Major Burney. His conduct became
so insulting that the Governor-General of
India felt the necessity of putting a strong
garrison at Moulmein. Rev. Eugenio Kin-
caid and Rev. Thomas Simons were
obliged to leave Ava and Sagaing and
- come to Moulmein. Their labors and
those of Rev. S. M. Osgood, Mr. C. Ben-
nett and Rev. Hosea Howard were greatly
blessed in the conversions of British sol-
diers. On the one hand the officers and
men, who had enjoyed the benefits derived
from the preaching of the American mis-
- sionaries, wished to show their apprecia-
tion of the good work done on their be-
half, and on the other hand the mission-
aries were unwilling to accept of any re-
muneration for their services in the Eng-
lish department. As a way out of the dif-
ficulty, it was suggested that the monthly
subscriptions and annual donations of the
pious soldiers might be used to support
native evangelists of various races. Thus
the Home Board might be relieved of a
part of its financial burdens, and the Chris-
tians in Her Majesty’s Forty-fifth regi-
ment might have the gratification of aid-
ing in the good cause by means of their
contributions. The Moulmein Missionary
Society was the outcome of this sentiment.

The next move which Mr. Stevens made
in developing church life was to bring
about the organization of the Moulmein
Baptist Association. At the beginning it
was composed of about half a dozen na-
tive churches. Real obstacles stood in the
way, arising from the fact of diversity of
tongues. Two languages, Burmese and
Talaing, and two dialects of Karen, would
have to be used in the annual associational
gatherings. Mr. Stevens, however,
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was the leading spirit in overcoming op-
position and perfecting the union of these
churches, which lasted for about forty-five
years. At the end of that time the Bur-
mese and Talaings reluctantly withdrew
to form an association of their own. The
original Moulmein association was the
first in the list of the twenty associations,
in which at present are included the 40,000
Baptist communicants in Burma.

April 15, 1845, Dr. Judson started to re-
turn to America, after an absence of thirty-
three years. Mr, Stevens took his place
as pastor of the Moulmein Talaing-Bur-
mese Church, which by that time had
grown to a membership of one hundred
and forty-six. Nearly twenty years had
elapsed since new Moulmein had been
founded. Mr. Stevens felt that it was high
time that the native Christians had begun
to exercise systematically the grace of
giving, which hitherto had been too spas-
modic in its character. Accordingly he
induced the disciples to form the Burmese
Missionary Socicty for the promotion of
city evangelization. In 1849 it was re-
corded that this society for three years
had supported two native missionaries, and
part of the time three. The members of
the church were so well trained that, when
one of Mr. Stevens' theological class, Ko
Shwé-é, was ordained, they were ready to
pay his salary month by month.

Rev. Jonathan Wade, D. D., became the
pastor in 1851. After an absence from their
native land of nearly seventeen years,
Rev. E. A. Stevens and wife reached Bos-
ton in June, 1854. When they returned to
Burma in 1857 they were stationed at Ran-
goon. Rev. J. M. Haswell and wife ar-
rived from their first visit home on Feb-
ruary 2, 1853. He took a profound interest
in developing a manly spirit of independ-
ence in the minds of the Burmese and.
Talaing Christians. In 1855 the church
was reported to be substantially self-sup-
porting.

Lower Burma, or the old kingdom of
Pegu, was annexed at the close of the
second war in 1853. Rangoon began at
once to grow in importance at the expense
of Moulmein. Many of the most enter-
prising of the inhabitants of Moulmein
emigrated to the newly acquired territory,
whence their fathers had escaped to the
Tenasserim Province.

The main strength of the Rangoon Bur-
mese Baptist Church consisted of a colony
of Burmanized Talaings from Moulmein.
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Although depression in business circles was
beginning to make itself felt, the Moul-
mein Church determined to take down
their old wooden meeting house and put
up a brick edifice near by, according to
plans furnished by Mr. Haswell. The
money was raised mostly by the church
members, Ko Paik, then a well-to-do tim-
ber merchant, setting the example of lib-
eral giving. The new chapel appears to
havebeen completed before the end of 1859.

In 187 Ko Paulbce gave one hundred
rupees. Others followed his example, and
soon made up a handsome purse for a new
chapel in Rome. Dr. Haswell’s death oc-
curred September 13, 1876. His son, Rev.
J. R. Haswell, who had been an ardent
advocate of the idea that the native Chris-
tians should carry their own financial bur-
dens, died in the month of May following.

My own connection with this station
dates from December, 1889. I found the
Christians quite ready to respond to my
exhortations with regard to the quicken-
ing of their religious activities. The Tal-
aing-Burmese Association was composed
of five churches, including the Shan-
Taungthu Church at Thaton. At my sug-
gestion a standing committee was chosen
which should provide the salary of an
evangelist for the district, out of the dona-
tions which were sent in once a year by
the hands of the delegates. Nearly the
whole of the amount was raised in town.
Soon after the death of Shwé-é, another
of Dr. Stevens’' theological students, Ko
Kan-gyi was ordained to the Gospel minis-
try. His call to the pastorate was ex-
tended before my appointment to Moul-
mein. He has so greatly endeared him-
self to his people, that although he is no
longer able to perform all the duties ex-
pected of a pastor, he continues to receive
his salary of thirty rupees a month. For a
time the custom prevailed of having a
yearly donation party, and at last accounts
the church was keeping the parsonage in
repair. The King's Daughters, organized
by Mrs. Stevens, bore the most of the ex-
pense of maintaining his two invalid
daughters at an asylum in Rangoon. For
the last eight or nine years the practice
has been to take up four collections in the
Burmese chapel every Lord’s Day for the
various objects of home and foreign mis-
sions. This statement includes the contri-
butions taken up in the Sunday-school un-
der the superintendence of Ah Syn, and in
the teachers’ class, which is taught by Miss
E. E. Mitchell, M. D.
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In response to my call for volunteers for
missionary services, U Leh started in
March, 1896, on a voyage to Bangkok vis
Singapore, to labor on behalf of his coun-
trymen, the Mons of Lower Siam. A year
from that date I went on a preaching tour
to that same region, accompanied by three
Mon assistants. The Talaing and Burmese
Christians contributed not only to the sal-
ary of U Leh, who was employed by the
Burma-Baptist Missionary Convention, but
also to the travelling expenses of two of
the assistants who went with me to Siam.

Ordered home by the best medical ad-
vice procurable, I left Moulmein in Janu-
ary, 1808. During my absence on fur-
lough, Rev. Ernest Grigg is in charge. The
following are the statistics, which he fur-
nished for 1899:

Number of churches..................
Number of church wholly self-sup-
[2e] 4 1 1 7~ R ¢

Number of communicants.......... .. 340
For church and congrega-
tional expenses............ $ 588
For education............... 2,152
For building and repairs..... 50
For home and foreign mis-
SIONS . .iiiiiitiiiiiiaa 53—%$2,843

Of the total of 340 given above, about
200 are members of the Moulmein Talaing-
Burmese Church. The three other churches
have not made as much progress in self-
support, as might be desired. The main
reason is, that since the annexation of Pegu
and Upper Burma, Moulmein has been
sadly undermanned. There has been a con-
stant need of a man to labor through the
Peguan language. '

The Kamawet Church, numbering one
hundred communicants, is composed al-
most exclusively of Talaings, who are
thrifty and industrious cultivators. From
the beginning their Sabbath services have
been conducted for the most part in their
own tongue. While Rev. W. H. S. Hascall
was in charge, they built their own chapel;
and before I parted from them the last
time they had pledged themselves to erect
a new one in a better location; but they
never seemed to feel it to be their duty to
support their pastor. A missionary, who
would master their language so as to be
able to preach in it, would doubtless be
able to elicit from them an enthusiastic re-
sponse, if he should lead them in the direc-
tion of an adequate provision for the native
ministry.

It must be borne in mind that these stat-
istics do not include the Moulmein, Eng-
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lish Baptist Church, which is composed
mainly of Eurasians and English-speaking
natives. The blessing of God resting upon
the leadership of the present pastor, Rev.
F. De Mille Crawley, has caused this
church to make such wonderful strides,
that they not only give him a good salary,
but also own and keep in repair their
chapel and parsonage. It numbers only
about one hundred members, but their re-
ligious offerings far exceed those of all
four of the churches in the Burmese de-
partment combined. That church is as
much the fruit of labors put forth by
American missionaries as any church in
Burma; but, as it is called English, and is
quite independent, its statistics are not usu-
ally included in the annual report of the
American Baptist Missionary Union.

Since the formation of the Woman's
Baptist Mircionary Society, the education-
al work « the Moulmein-Burmese depart-
ment has been to a great extent in the care
of lady missionaries. The Morton Lane
Burmese Girls’ School was revived by the
indefatigable exertions of Miss S. E. Has-
well a third of a century ago. At about the
same period the Anglo-vernacular Boys’
School was reéstablished on the original
Judson compound. In the old Moulmein
printing office, which had been standing
empty ever since the mission press was re-
moved to Rangoon, Dr. Shawloo received
permission to open a Christian school for
boys. It was a private enterprise, which
grew and prospered, until finally it was
adopted as a boarding school by the mis-
sion. In the girls' boarding school, and in
the boys’ school, a high degree of success
in developing self-support has been
achieved. This much, however, must be
said. From the inception of the movement
to make the schools, if possible, pay their
own way, there has been a great difference
between the usage of the Karens and that
of the Burmans. The custom with the
Karen churches has been to make dona-
tions of the necessary amount of money
and paddy for the rainy season, or for the
school year, and then to allow the boys and
girls to attend free of charge. In the Bur-
mese department the practice has prevailed
to demand tuition of the pupils, thence the
total of monthly fees put to the credit of a
school will include not only what has been
paid by Christian parents,.but also by such
of the heathen as prefer placing their chil-
dren under Christian training, to sending
them to a government school.

Self Support at Moulmein, Burma

In the Burmese department of the Ameri-
can Baptist Mission to Moulmein, we have
tried to beware of pressing the matter of
self-support to such an extent, as to defeat
its own object. As in America, so in
Burma, occasionally the discovery is made
of the bestowment of mission money upon
helpers, who proved to be undeserving.
This has been true in individual cases. It
is equally true, that American missionary
societies are in danger of making demands
upon mission churches in the far East,
which cannot be enforced in our own coun-
try. It often happens that churches and
schools are inadvertently reported as self-
supporting, merely because no foreign mis-
sion money is spent upon them. In Burma
there have been repeated instances of
worthy men of God, who have been left
either to suffer severe privations, or to go
to work in order to support themselves.
The process is very simple. First, all for-
eign help is withdrawn. Next, the church
refuses to pay its pastor according to its
ability. Finally, he is driven to the neces-
sity of turning aside to engage in business,
or to cultvate the soil in order to provide
for his family. So in the matter of schools,
which get no aid from mission funds. It
sometimes happens that the eagerness to
earn results — grants from the Education
Department—carries everything before it.
The desire to obtain passes for the pupils
from the hands of the Deputy Inspectors is
so intense, that the masters of some of the
Christian village schools have been known
to make no provision whatever for the re-
ligious instruction of the children, whom
the elders have entrusted to them for train-
ing. In short, instead of relying upon
themselves, they are too prone to lean upon
the arm of the government; and thus the
schools which are left to themselves are in
great danger of becoming completely secu-
larized.

In Moulmein during the past seventy
years, unquestionably grave errors of judg-
ment have been committed from time to
time, whether as touching the founding and
building up of churches, or the establish-
ment and the carrying on of mission
schools. But many mistakes have been
already rectified, and much has been
achieved which bears the stamp of the di-

* vine approval; and, if only we may experi-

ence the promised blessing from on high,
we may confidently expect far more sub-
stantial results than have as yet been ac-
complished.
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save one household. On all sides of this
village, at no great distances, there are half
a dozen or more Karen Christian villages.
For some time back the people of these vil-
lages have been in the habit of visiting
Bambwégon, to preach to the people there.
On these visits they were so well received,
and found such a dispositon to heed the
gospel message, that they felt the time had
come for a systematic effort there. So they
arranged with me to come up with a party
of workers, and hold meetings on the thir-
tieth of January—they agreeing to gather a
crowd of heathen, and make all arrange-
ments for the convenience of the meeting.

Our party set out from Henzada at half-
past seven on the morning of January 29,
going up the brpad Irrawaddy River on a
diminutive steamer. And of whom was the
party composed? First, your missionary;
then, Mrs. Gilmore, whose aid in the sing-
ing (and singing is a great attraction
among heathen Karens) is invaluable. That
meant that Robert and Helen must go
along too. Then there was the tireless pas-
tor of the Henzada Karen Church—a man
who has been a true yokefellow to every
Karen missionary Henzada has ever had.
Then there was good old Ko Tike—for
many years the pastor of the Burman
Church in Henzada. He, with a Burmese
friend, had been especially invited by the
Karen Christians, whose aim in the pro-
jected meetings was to labor indiscrimin-
ately for Burmans and Karens. Then I had
invited three Christian school boys to go
along and help with the singing. Then—
and a most important member—was the
Estey folding organ.

As we had been obliged to start before
breakfast, we had a picnic breakfast on the
deck of the steamer on our way. Of course,
the native passengers asked our schoolboys
where we were going, and what for. This
led to a request that they might hear the
organ; so I set it up and played Schu-
mann's “Joyous Farmer.” The natives are
immensely fond of that piece. Then we
sang a few hymns in Karen, our boys ex-
plaining the meaning of each piece in Bur-
mese. We hoped to sow a little of the good
seed in that way. We certainly subjected
ourselves to a demand for 15! cents for
freight on the organ!

When we left the steamer, about noon,
we found that the Karen Christians had
come to meet us with seven carts—for we
had still a journey of more than two hours
to take before we recached the place
where we were to spend the night. We

A Day's Meeting in the fungle

sent our cook on ahead with the dishes and
culinary utensils to prepare our dinner
against our arrival. You know a white man
cannot eat the food which the natives cook
without ruining his health. So we have to
take along somebody who can cook suit-
able food, as well as cooking utensils and
table ware. Indeed, we have to take along
bedding and curtains. Having, then, sent
on our commissariat ahead, we had to wait
awhile for the sun to go down. Fortu-
nately, there was near at hand one of the
little bungalows which the government
puts up for the use of officials travelling on
duty in the jungle. = As unofficial travellers
are allowed the use of these bungalows, we
went thither to escape the glare of the sun.
When we reached the bungalow we found
an official in occupation. Such being the
case, we had no rights in the premises.
However, the gentleman made us welcome,
and had made for us some hot tea, than
which nothing is more refreshing to a trav-
eller, wearied ‘with the journey, and op-
pressed by the heat of the sun. When so
much is said about the faults of English
officials in India, I wish to say that I have
at least found them kindly and hospitable
to travellers in the jungle.

Well, when it got cool, we went on, in
springless carts, drawn each by a pair of
oxen, to the Christian village where we
were to spend the night. We screened off
one end of the chapel with the curtains,
thus securing privacy for dressing, bath-
ing and sleeping. We proceeded to bathe,
dress and dine:; but we did not think of
sleep until we had held a meeting with the
Christians there, to ask God’s blessing on
the meetings of the morrow.

Next morning early we got into our
carts, and went on to Bambwégon. When
we arrived we found the first meeting
already in progress. The Karens had put
up a Mandat—that is, a roof of thatching,
to shade the speakers, and such part of the
audience as care to come under it. There
are no sides, because a large number of the
heathen like to hang around on the out-
side, and listen in that way. A number of
Karen pastors, and one Burman preacher,
residing in the vicinity, were on the
ground, and had commenced work without
waiting for us.

The meeting closed just after we arrived,
and breakfast wasthe order of theday. Near
the Mandat the Karens had put up a tempo-
rary dining hall, where all in attendance on
the mecetings, Christian or heathen,. Karen
or Burman, were welcome to come and eat.






