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SIAM MISSION - BANGKOK , SIAM .

Missionaries . Rev. J. Caswell, and wife.
Rev. D. B. Bradley , M. D.

Dr. Bradley is now in this country .
This Mission has been adopted by the Ex . Com. since the last annual meet-

ingofthe society. The circumstances that led to its adoption were peculiar ,

and deserve a place in our annual report .

Early in January , Dr. Bradley in his own behalf , and for Rev. Jesse Cas-
well , made application to the Executive Committee wishing to be taken under
thepatronage of the Am . Miss . Association , and continued in their mission-
ary labors at Bangkok . Letters from the Prudential Committee of the A.

B. C. F. M. , commendatory ofthese brethren , and dismissing them from their
connectionwith that Board ,were laid before the Ex . Com . In these letters
allusion was made to alleged "doctrinal error " held by these brethren , and
the influence it had on the peace of "the mission " of the Board . In explanation
ofthesepassages , Dr. Bradley laidbefore the Committee the copy of a commu-
nication made by Mr. Caswell to the Prudential Committee of the American
Boardcontaining a statement of doctrine on the only point wherein he sup-
posed himself to difier from the great body of the supporters of the Board
-the Presbyterians and Orthodox Congregationalists of this country . All
that isdeemed objectionable is contained in the following articles .

" 6. I believe and teach , that the provisions of grace are such as authorize
the Christian to look to Christ , with the confident hope and expectation of
receiving all the aid he needs to enable him to do all the will ofGod , or , in
other words , to love God with all his heart , andhis neighbor as himself ." 7. Consequently , I do not , as some suppose , set aside the grace of Christ ,

or the doctrine of our constant dependance on that grace . Whatever avail-
able power to obey God we ever have , is a free gift of his grace ." 8. I believe that the answer to the 149th question in the "larger Cate-
chism " which says 'No mere man is able , either by himself , or by any grace
received in this life , perfectly to keep the commands of God ; but doth daily
break them in thought , word , and deed , ' goes beyond what can be proved by
theBible ." 9. While I have not taught that any actually have attained , or will attain ,

inthis life , to a state of entire and continued exemption from sin , I believe
andteach that to affirm the converse of this proposition is going beyond what
wehave Scripture authority for doing . "

Signedby J.CASWELL .

With these views of Mr. Caswell , Dr. Bradley expressed his substantial
agreement . Adding also , that since leaving Siam , a change had taken place

inhis mind concerning the propriety of infant baptism , he being now in

doubt on that point , while he had no hesitation as to the propriety of the dif-
ferent modes of Baptism employed by protestant christians .

It isdue to Dr. Bradley to state , that he frankly informed the Executive
Committee that his separation from the Am . Board was not from choice.-
Although avowing for himself and Mr. Caswell a cordial agreement with us

in the general principles set forth in our constitution , and the address of the
convention at Albany , he yet hadhad nodesire to be separated from the Board .

Although in 1845 Mr. Caswell had avowed his opinion that the Prudential
Committee might with propriety withdraw their support , yet at later dates
bothhe and Dr. Bradley had earnestly protested against the propriety of
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such acourse , and strongly remonstrated against its being taken . Dr. Brad-
ley stated that he did not cease this remonstrance , and consent to ask a dis-
solution of his connection with the Board , except at the earnest request of

the principal Secretary , and after his assurance that the dissolution of the
connection must take place , either at the request of the missionaries , or by
the independent action of the Committee .

After a deliberate consideration of the documents thus laid before them ,

the Ex . Committee believing that the kingdom of Siam presented an impor-
tant field for missionary labor , and one that promised with the blessing of

God , much success , and not regarding the peculiar views held by these
brethren , as a disqualification for missionary service , as destroying their con-
fidence in God , or excluding them from his favor , resolved to undertake this
mission , and accept the services of Mr.Caswell , and Dr. Bradley .

Siam proper , at whose capital , Bangkok , the Mission is located , comprises

about 160,000 square miles , embracing a population of between three and four
millions of souls , who speak 12 different languages , and form as many different
classes of people . Nearly two -thirds of these are Siamese , and a large portion

of the remainder have a language varying so little from the Siamese , that it is

believed that two or three weeks application will enable one speaking Siamese
well , to preach to them .

Theprevailing religion ofSiam is Buddhism , a system that acknowledges no Cre-
ator , teaching that al

l

things came into existence ,and will be terminated , not by the
intervention of any supernatural power , but by the operation of certain fixed
laws , eternal in their duration , and universal in their control . It is probably the
most powerful system ofpaganism extant . Three fourths of al

l

the male popu-

lation of Siam , from twelve years old and upward , and perhaps one -sixth of the
female , are readers . In this , under God , lies the hope of the missionaries .
The free circulation of Christian books and treatises on the arts and sciences is

allowed . The desire to read these books is rapidly increasing , and already ,

under this influence , a large number of their books once deemed sacred , are

now rejected . Their sacred writers having embodied instructions notoriously
false , concerning Geography and Astronomy in their teachings , in such a man-
ner that the rejection of the philosophical errors is fatal to the whole , books of

science have as much , or more power , in uprooting their theological errors , as

treatises on religion could . Not more than one -tenth of the writings once
deemed sacred are now held as such . A powerful party is already formed
among the priests who are becoming scientifically enlightened , and carrying their
newly received light into the investigation of the claims oftheir sacred writings .

The result cannot be doubtful . The question whether in the rejection of their
sacred writings they will sink into infidelity , or embrace the truth , will be much
affected by the light which they receive from the religious teachers sent from this
land .
In the providence ofGod , the field has been opened to us , and two men long

acquainted with that field , one of whom has a high reputation among them as

a physician , have been given to us . Books which they have written are doing

the preparatory work , and are creating a demand for more for those that wil
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notmerely give them a glance at the outer temple , butwill lead them into the
holy ofholies
Mr. Caswell , shortly before the last letters we received were written , had

made a large tour for the distribution of tracts , and was everywhere well re-
ceived. To the tract distributor and the preacher , the field seems to be fully
opened, and although few are yet constant in their inquiries after truth , yet may

we not hope that in answer to prayer , God's blessing shall soon crown the labors
ofhis servants with success, and a remnant of that people be truly converted to
God.
Itisgreatly desirable that Dr. Bradley should return this fall or winter , taking

with him at least one more mission family , and the means for supplying the de-
mandfor truth , so as to give them not the tract only , but the Bible.
To enable him to do this , from three to four thousand dollars should be ap-

propriated this year for this mission .
HOME MISSIONS .

As the Ex . Com. have not known the wishes of the patrons of this Society ,
in relation to the extent in which they would have them engage in the work of
Home Missions, they have not sought to increase the number of missionaries in
their employment . During the whole , or a part of the year, aid has been ex-
tended to five brethren laboring in the Western States and territories viz .

Rev. O. Emerson , Iowa ,

"
"
4

W. W. Blanchard , Illinois ,
J. H. Byrd, Michigan ,
E. D. Seward , Wisconsin ,
N.Miller , "

The reporte received from these missionarles this year , show that the bless-
ing of God has rested on their labors . Through their agency some have in the
jedgment ofChristian charity , been truly converted , and others have been re
claimed from their wanderings who were members of churches in the N. E. and
Middle States , before going West.
Under date of April 5, Mr.Blanchard reports the hopeful conversion of about

fifty persons , and the reclaiming of many backsliders . Thirty had united with
the churches under his care . In June, Mr Blanchard reported that the work of
God still continued . His congregations and Sabbath schools were increasing .
The monthly concert is established in these churches and a collection for mis-
sions taken up .
Mr. Emerson reports several conversions in his congregations , and additions

to two of the churches ,bat does not state definitely the number . One church
has secured a house of worship , and another has commenced to build one . One
church has been formed by him under circumstances that give him great hope
ofits future usefulness .
The reports of some of the other missionaries speak of conversions that have

takenplace under their labors but do not mention numbers . Mr. Byrd had la
-

bored in his own congregation with success , and had assisted other ministers in

protracted meetings in their congregations , from which much good had resulted .

Applications for aid in this department of labor Lave been more numerous


