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golemn company. Quite 3 number are from the Romanists—i. e, from among those
who have been drawn away, and for a year of two haye been wild, and adhering to
the Romanists.” H ) B

SIAM MISSION, L]

BANGKOK, SIAM.—Missignaries, Rev. D. B. Bravpey, M.D.; Rev, L. B. Lang, M.D.; Prof.
J. S1LsBY ; Mrs, BRADLEY, Mr3, LANE, and Mrs, Sinssy,—Total, 6.

This company of missionaries, whose arrival at Singapore was mentioned in our
last Annual Report, reached Bangkok about the 1st of June, 1850, Their reception
by the missionaries of other Societies stationed there was most coydial. As soon as
it was known that they had reached the river, they were met and welcomed by their
brethren of the Preshyterian mission, who invited them ta make their homes with
them until, with the assistance that these missionaries would render them, their own
houses could be fully prepared for their reception.

Immediately after their arrival, Dr. Bradley resumed his labors in preaching and
tract distribution. The other members of the mission, having to make an acquaint-
ance with the Siamese language, were under the necessity of applying themselves
to the study of it. A part of each day Dr. Bradley devoted to their instruction, in
addition to which they secured the services of native Siamese teachers,

The first letters received from the missionaries after their arrival out, solicited, an
appropriation of five hundred dollars, for the specific purpose of publishing tracts
and portions of the Scriptures in the Siamese language. In their letter they say:—

“The Siamese are a reading people. A large majority of the adults—some of the
missionaries think nine tenths of them—are able to peruse our books, to obtain which
numbers of them daily visit our houses; and, although many of them do not read the
books which they get, and others who read them da not realize much instruction

erbaps from them, yet large numbers of them do, and are found gble to give an,
%telligent account of them to the missionaries. In this way the seeds of truth are

eing sown in many minds, and are germinating there; and it is felt that by the
blessing of God they will in dua time bring forth fruit to the glory of His great name,
‘While, therefore, it is true that ¢ke results aimed at in missionary labors are not yet
here realized in the conversion of many souls ta God, it is perhaps equally true,that
amongst a people like the Siamese, of considerable intelligence, and with a system
of religion harmonizing to a great extent with their knowledge, the indications of
advancement towards right views will, in very many important respects, be different
from those events which followed the introduction of the gospel into the Sandwich
Islands, though not less real, or ultimately less rapid. But with reference to this it
js important for the Church at home to remember, that if great things are here
expected, great things must also there be attem te& Siam is to be converted to,
God by that instrumentality which God has appointed, exerted too, in the way and
to the extent which he has appointed.”

The Committee have complied with the wishes of the mission so, far as to enable.
them to carry on their printing operations, and republish some of their tracts the.
editions of which had become exhausted. Many of these tracta were prepared by
the late Rav. Jesse Caswell and Dy. Bradley, before they became connected with oun
Association. '

The operations of the mission were greatly embarrassed during the first part of
the year by the imprisonment of the Siamese who had acted as teachers to our mis-
sionaries, or assisted them in their printing operations, This was done. immediately
after the departure of Sir James Brooke from Bangkok, where he had labored unsuc.,
cessfully to negotiate a commercial treaty between the Government of England and
that of Siam. During this attempt at negotiation, the. King had learned that some
of his Peolgle bad instructed the fo;eigners not only in the. common language of the,
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kingdom, but also in the sacred character, and that some books had actually been
published in that character. Great offense was taken at this, and before the depart-
ure of Sir James Brooke, threats were made that all the teachers of the missionaries
should be sgized and imprisoned immediately after he had gone. This was done, and
for a time the missionaries found great difficulty in procuring aven the domestic help
they needed. They were required to furnish the Government with duplicate copies
of all the books they had published in Siam, and the King and some of his chief men
gave these books a careful examination. After a time the teachers were released,
and some of them soon returned to their labars at the mission. The missionaries
themselves were not molgsted in their work, and no governmental action was taken
against them.

Dr. Lane and Professor Silsby have each made a missionary tcur into the country-
Professor Silshy, after one of these tours, writes:—

“T was satisfied that many read our books with profit, and I met with some indi-
viduals that I do believe have thus hecome wise unto salvation. At Maklong,a town
mear the mouth of the second river aboye mentioned, I found an old lady who repeated
parts of books which she had heard read, and among them the Lord’s Prayer, although
she could not read herself. Others evinced a similar acquaintance with our books,
and came to us inquiring for a continuation of the Scriptures which they had received;
for as yet they had obtained, as a general thing, but one or two of the Gospels. Time,
however, will not permit details. - We feel much encouraged by what we witnessed
upon this tqur. The Word of God will accomplish that wherennto it is eent, and the
leaven of its influence is gradually pervadipg the hearts of the Siamese; but you
must remember the world does not contain a more compagted system of error to
oppose the truth, than that which here exists,” ’

The brethren of the mission all unite in recommending this kind of missionary labor,

Mrs. Lane’s health has snffered yery seriously during the past year; so much so
that Dr. Lane felt constrained to leave Bangkok, and spend a few months at Singa-
pore, to try the effect of such a change upon Mrs. Lane’s health. The result was
happy ; she has regovered, and they have both returned again {o Bangkok. Dr,
Lane strongly recommends the stationing gf one missionary at Singapore.

The last letters received from Siam contain intelligence of the death of the late,
King, and the coronation or inauguration of Prince Chou-foh Mongkut. Dr. Bradley
writes:—

“All the Protestant missionaries of Bangkok, together with all others here
who are regarded as being under European colors, were honored by a special invi-
tation of his Majesty to attend his inauguration, No other mere spectators, not even
of the Siamese, were allowed to he present. There never before had been any
precedent of such an honor having been conferred upon ¢ white-faced foreigners.’ . .

« At this ceremony his Majesty addressed the European and Amerjcan spectators,
The purport of the address was, that he was happy to see us there gracing the
ceremonies of his inauguration ; that we were pot like strapgers to him, but old
acquaintances and friends; that he wished our mutual friendship to be continued ;
and that he should feel himself bappy in doing what he can to protect us in his
kingdom, and give ug freedom in our several avocations. It was gratifying to have
him' thus publicly testify his kind regards toward ys. Immediately upon this he
added that he had caused a dinner to be prepared for us, of which he wopld invite
us all to partake after the audience shoyld be dismjssed. . . . We must not put our
confidence in princes, but we may and ought to praise the Lord our God that he
has placed Chou-fah Mongkut on the throne of ths kingdom, and is inclining him tq
give us a kind of passport to the confidence of all this great people. . , .

“1t is to me an interesting fact that the present King of Siam and his colleague
have been for moye than twenty years receiving various lessons op languages
science, government, and religion, from Protestant missionaries. Messrs. .Gutzla.ﬁ':
Tomlin, and Abeel were the first to give them these lessons, After these, Rev. J,
T. Jones took an importa.nt part. After him, or rather in connection with him,
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others, together with myself, (Dr. Bradley,) lent them such aid. And last of all,
the late Rev. Jesse Caswell, being specially called to the work by the invitation of
his Royal Highness, entered into it thoroughly, as he was wont to do every thing
else he undertook, and gave this Prince daily lessons, Sundays excepted, for a year.
Mr. Caswell went daily more than two miles to the temple of the Prince, giving
him a lesson of an hour, and spending about the same amount of time in a place
near by in talking to the people and distributing tracts. This place was fitted up
by the Prince especially for Mr. Caswell’s convenience.”

Mr. and Mrs. Silsby have been called to part with their youngerson. He died of
cholera the 26th of May, aged 2 years and 24 months. M. Silsby says, in reference
to it: “Our hearts bleed, but it is our Father’s hand. Pray for us that we may
not be chastened in vain.” )

The Executive Committee cannot but rejoice in the favorable opening thus pre-
sented to our missionaries in Siam, ' Their long-continued prayers seem to be
answered, and Siam now lies entirely open to the missionary of the cross to carry
the gospel of life to every part of it.

The expenditures for the mission during the year have been $5,978 46. This
makes provision for the ordinary expenses of the mission up to July next.

HOME MISSIONS.
CITY MISSIONARY, REV. CHARLES B. RAY.

The seventh year of Mr. Ray’s labors as City Missionary, among the destitute
colored population of the city of New-York, terminated in May last. His report
was then presented to the Executive Committee, and published by their order in
pamphlet form, and distributed by Mr. Ray among the immediate patrons of his
mission, The following extracts are taken from his report:—

“Tt has been my Hrivilege to sustain the twofold relation of general missionary
and pastor of a small church, which may be considered in part fruits of missionary
efforts. Still, the members of the church and congregation are mainly made up from
another class than those who strictly need missionary labors. Being sustained as
a missionary, however, has enabled me o collect together this church and congre-
gation, and to serve them as pastor. The chureh is congregational in its govern.
ment, hence ecclesiastically independent of all other bodies, We worship in Con-
vention Hall, 179 Wooster strect; a fine locality, though not in the midst of 4

* colored population.”

“Besides the Sabbath services, I have been engaged in general visitation among
those who most need and ought to receive the visits of some one, who should
bring to them the gospel of Christ. These constitute a large class, to whom God’s
house and the gospel are strange things, many of whom are never in a condition te
visit the sanctuaries of God, if they have the disposition. There is therefore no
other way for them to have the gospel but by carrying it to them at their own
homes, or wherever you may find them. In some sections of the city, large num-
bers of them are to be found in the streets; and deeply impressed that these should
have the truth as it is in Christ presented and applied to their case, I have made
them the object of my merning and evening walks on missionary labors. . . . In
this way I have preached to them the gospel of Christ, and pressed its claims on
their attention as their ouly hope for a reformation in life ; but especially as the hope
of the soul for life and salvation hereafter.” :

Mr. Ray has also engaged in the distribution of the Bible, the eirculation of reli-
gious tracts, and in endeavors to promote the religious education of the children,
Among the results of his labors, he says :—

“ While we ha¥e not witnessed the past year a special interest in religion among
the unconverted, we have nevertheless bad times of refreshing from the presence .

of the Lord among his children. Spiritual growth has been the experience of sev-
eral members of the church, who have often testified to each other and to their



