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thewhole nation, so to speak, on the neck of prostrate slaves ! A nation of free-
men, escaped themselves from a yoke of bondage, at the price of blood and treasure
yet riveting a yoke a thousand times more heavy upon some millions of imbecile
men and women, and framing laws to prevent these unhappy creatures from escap-
ing, which involve in shame and peril every man in the community . And this state
of things regarded approvingly by multitudes who call themselves the ministers of
the Lord Jesus Christ, apart of whose mission was to proclaim ' liberty to the cap-
tive.' Well may we cry,'O Lord, how long, how long 1'"I am deeply alarmed when I think of this state of things , and I cannot refrain
from entreating the friends of the Lord Jesus to arouse themselves from their stu-
por, and cry mightily to God in behalf of the nation. Plead with Him to open the
eyes ofall, both at the South and North , both rulers and ruled , to the meanness and
wickedness of thewhole system of domestic slavery , and to affect the hearts of al

l

in such a manner as shall produce speedy repentance and thorough reformation .

Whocan tellbut Godmay yet turn from His fierce anger and save the land ? "

The church at Makawao have manifested their interest in this cause , by sending a

donation ofabout ahundred dollars to the American and Foreign Anti -Slavery So-
ciety . Other churches on the islands have also sent liberal donations to the same
canse .

That it may not be thought that the missionary , in his zeal for his native coun-
try , is unmindful of the evils by which he is surrounded , we copy from the same
letter the following resolutions passed at a temperance celebration in his field of

labor :
*Resolved , That we tender to our King , Kamehameha III , the sympathies of an

affectionate people , congratulating him on his deliverance from a foreign yoke ,

ou the continuance of peace and prosperity in his dominions , and for all that is

pleasant in his circumstances and prospects , while we beseech God to save him from
sin, andmake him aholy andhappy ruler .

"31. As every man must give account of himself to God , rulers and ruled
answer , each for himself ; therefore ,"Resolved , That we will not follow the evil example of any ruler , but will stand
fastby the Word of God , which is given us for our directory , and imitate the holy
example ofmen of every age .

"4th . Aware of the distressing fact that our islands are fast depopulating ,

and that unless the Lord shall graciously interpose , our island home will soon be
transferred to other hands , and we , and our children , become " hewers of wood and
drawers ofwater " to lordly land -holders ; therefore ,

"Resolved , That we will awaken without delay to a sense of our danger ; that we
willcry toGod for help ; that we will purchase lands and cultivate them ; that we
willbuild us better houses and procure more comforts ; that we will seek know-
ledge from the Word ofGod and other sources ; in a word , that we will do all in our
power to become an intelligent , industrious and happy community . "

SIAM MISSION .

BANGKOK , SIAM-Missionaries , REV . D
.
B. BRADLEY , M.D .; REV . L. B. LANE , M.D.

Rzv . J. SILSBY ; MRS . BRADLEY , MRS . LANE , MRS . SILSBY . Total , 6 .

During the last year , all the providences of God relative to this mission , and his
disposal oftheir temporal affairs , have been very encouraging . Apparently , all that
was hoped at the commencement of the year , from the accession to the throne of a

sovereign more enlightened and more liberal in his policy than his predecessor , has
been realized . His promises of toleration and encouragement have been fulfilled ,

and our missionaries have found no obstacle , other than those that are common to

thedepraved human heart when fortified by blind superstition , in bringing the gos-
pel ofthe Son ofGod to bear upon the minds and consciences of the people of Siam .
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It is now more than a year since the King of Siam sent amessenger to Dr. Bradley,
inquiring whether it would be practicable fo

r

one or more of the ladies connected
with the Protestant missions to instruct a class of young princesses of the palace in

the English language . The question being brought before a meeting of the three
missions , the following resolution was passed :

" Resolved , That we think it advisable , so far as is consistent with our other duties

as missionaries , to comply with the King's request for a female teacher to instruct
the ladies of the royal palace in the English language , and that the subject be now
referred to the ladies to make such arrangements as they think proper . "

An arrangemnnt was subsequently made to have one lady from each of the three
missions go in rotation to the palace , to perform this service . The time spent daily

in teaching is about three hours . This duty , though arduous , is not regarded as

being aside from their appropriate calling . In entering the palace , they do not lay
aside their character as Christian missionaries . By precept and example they
endeavor to impart spiritual instruction to those with whom they are thus providen-
tially brought into contact ; and they hope fo

r

the blessing of God upon their labors .

An incidental advantage resulting from the opening of that class is the assurance
given to the people , that the King is favorably disposed toward the missionaries .

The public mind is thus in a manner prepared to inquire after and receive the in-
struction they communicate .

Change of Location . The brethren of the mission have long been desirous of

changing their location to some other part of the city . Their reasons were briefly
these : 1. The rent they were paying for their land was extravagant . They thought
they might save one half of it . 2. The river was gradually encroaching upon
them , and would soon render some of their buildings unsafe . 3. The place was
inconveniently small for the buildings they needed . 4. Their children were then
exposed to influences likely to operate very unfavorably upon them . And lastly ,

comparing the expenses of remaining with those of a removal and the erection of
new buildings , they found there would be a considerable pecuniary saving in taking
the latter step . All their negotiations for the purpose of obtaining the place they
had selected failed , and feeling they had done what they could , they quietly
awaited the developments of Divine Providence . At this juncture of affairs , one of
our missionaries was called into the palace , and he took that occasion to petition
the King's interference , to secure for them a new and more desirable location .

The next day an officer of the government sent for the brethren to hear the answer

of the King . More was given them than they had asked . Instead of securing for
them the rental of the place for which they had petitioned , the King had given
orders to purchase for them that which they had first sought for , and secured it to

them fo
r

less than half the rent theyhad previously been paying . A subsequent
mission letter says :

"We obtained possession of the place on the 23d ult . , (Feb. , ) when we gave and
received all the usual writings of agreement and promise , engaging on our part to

payan annual rent of 320 ticals , ( $192 , ) and the Prime Minister , in behalf of hisMajesty the King of Siam , promising that the missionaries of the American Mission-
aryAssociation shall be allowed to use the premises described in the agreement as

they please , and have the undisturbed occupancy of it as long as the afore men-
⚫tioned rent shall be paid , and the mission shall conduct itself in accordance with the
laws of the country , as it has therefore done . "

Since the commencement of the year , the brethren of the mission have largely
increased their direct labors fo
r

the religious instruction and conversion of the peo
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ple. Dr. Lane and Professor Silsbyhaveboth commenced preaching in the Siamese
language. Religious services have been maintained in the mission chapel on the
Sabbath, and occasionally during theweek; apartof the time by Rev. Mr. Mattoon
of the Presbyterian mission , and latterly by Messrs . Lane and Silsby, alternately .
Dr. Bradley's practice has been to preach twice, and often three times, on the Sab-
bath, to such audiences as he could collect in the courts , or in the priests' rooms in
oneof three temples within eight or tenminutes'walk of the mission premises ; one
ofwhich contains fivehundred priests of Buddh. He has also preached to several
large assemblies within the palace walls. These occasions were important , chiefly
from the fact that his audiences were composed of persons collected there from
many parts of the kingdom .
Dr. Lane has engaged largely in itinerant labors , inwhich he spends a portion of

each day, leaving home early in the morning , in his canoe, traversing some of the
innumerable canals leading out of the river , and stopping for conversation and the
distribution of books , at the wats or temples and the bans (small villages ) scattered
all along their banks. Amidst much that was discouraging , he found many things
to cheerhim in his labors and inspire him with hope . The tendency of the gospel
to purify the heart seemed sometimes to be understood. Said one man to him , " I
supposethis new religion is true. I have long thought that the religion that should
make the heart clean is the true religion ." Often , however , very often, was he
driven tohis closet alınost in despair , there with strong crying and prayers , to peti-
tionGod fo

r

his help , and thus to gain strength for another day's labor . Professor
Silsbyhas also engaged in somewhat similar labor .

Present indications are that Siam is emphatically open to the preaching of the
gospel , as open as anynation can be until there begins to be a turning to the
Lordonthe part of its rulers . The encouraging aspects are thus presented :

"Ist . The reigning sovereigns of Siam have within the last year publicly de-
clared , at home and abroad , that their subjects shall have freedom to follow the
dictates of their own consciences in all religious matters . 2d . They have granted
much more freedom to missionaries than they formerly had , allowing them larger
places of abode , and the privilege of travelling and preaching with perfect freedom
wherever they please within their realm . 3d . They have done much to break
down the barriers that have heretofore kept the numerous families of the princes ,

nobles and lords aloof from missionary influence . This they have done by inviting
ourwives to teach within the sacred inclosures of the royal palace , and by doing
away with the old custom of requiring Europeans and Americans , when they ap-
proach them , to crouch and sit down afar off on a lower platform than themselves .

4th. They have caused muchmore respect to be manifested and felt towards mis-
sionariesthan has before been known in Siam . 5th . All in authority , as well as the
common people , feel themselves to be perfectly free in their intercourse with us ,

andare to an encouraging extent disposed se
d

to avail themselves of the advantages of

this freedom , and hence visit us very much more than they did a year ago . 6th . It

is tome , and I think I may say to all the missionaries now on the field , very evi-
dent that the preaching of the gospel in Siam is doing a great work in preparing
theway of the Lord . "

Areform is going onamong the Buddhists themselves . The new school , of which
HisMajesty is the leader , are breaking away from the profound atheism of their
system, and contending for the reality of the existence of a living , intelligent ,

almighty , and all -wise Creator and Preserver of all things , to whom alone supreme
devotion is due . Whether this is , as the missionaries believe , a doctrine foreign to

Buddhism and introduced by the gospel light which has for twenty years been
shining in that land ; or whether , as the priests contend , it is an original doctrine of

that superstition , now anew brought forward after the sleep of ages ; it must be
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regarded as a favorable preparation for the promulgation of that clearer light de-
veloped in the gospel . The school holding and teaching this doctrine is now in the
ascendant, and the doctrine is so generally received that the denial of it is regarded
among the Siamese themselves as an evidence of the grossest ignorance ,
Applications fo

r

Christian tracts at the mission premises have been increasing
throughout the year , and the mission have used the sum appropriated for that pur-
pose in printing portions of the New Testament and histories drawn from the Old .

They have felt themselves straitened for want of more means to be used in this
way , being often compelled to deny applicants when they had the utmost confidence
that the books sought for would be carefully and candidly read . In view of these
circumstances one of our missionaries writes :

"At this moment the fountain of my feelings is all broken up . Ihave been sit-
ting for anhour in silent contemplation . The thought that most distresses me is ,

why is this great people permitted to go to death withnone to tell them ofthe way
of life ? Why is it ? The Church have long been praying , ' O Lord , prepare thy
way among the heathen . ' God has prepared the way here . The harvest truly is

plenteous , but the laborers are few , and these are not well equipped . As I go
about from place to place putting forth efforts , as best I can , for the salvation of
this people , I am forced to deny many an one abook , who might profitably receive
one . AGospel can be prepared here for distribution for the sum of four cents , yes ,

for less than that , and now I have not fifty copies of any Gospel at hand . It is

about an hour since I wrote the last sentence , and within that time more than fifty
persons ( an uncommon thing ) have come upon my verandah and begged for a single
book . Many of them asked for the sacred Word , but I could not spare any for them .

Twenty -five dollars will print and bind more than six hundred copies of either of

theGospels , and how many , how many thousands of professed Christians could add

$25 to their present contribution , and yet not exercise the self -denial and exertion
they demand of their missionaries . And how many churches could add to their
monthly contributions fifty per cent . , and yet live better than they do now . "
Siam is open for the proclamation of the gospel . Our missionaries go up and

down through the land , every where preaching Christ , without let or hindrance ; but
they are few and feeble , and the work is great before them . One of them says :

"There are many populous towns in this kingdom , at which , we think , mission-
aries ought to be located . As , for example , the old city , some sixty miles north of
this place ; Pétchabúrî , one hundred miles southwest ; Mek'lòng , some seventy miles
west ; Ratpri , some distance up the Mek'lòng river ; and Bangpasoï , some fifty miles
east , upon the gulf ; and other places might be mentioned , at each of which two or
more missionaries could find abundant opportunities to expend all the labor they
could put forth . And in this city , with a population variously estimated from
250,000 to 500.000 , how inadequate would be our force , if we numbered ten times

asmany as we do . "

Another adde :

"Oh that we had many more laborers in this field ! It is open on all sides , and
almost every department of usefulness is lifting up its cry for help from Christian
lands . If there were now on the ground two men , with their wives , impressed
with the conviction thatGod calls them to the educational department of mission-
ary labor , I see no reason to doubt that they would find theirway opened to lay
the foundation of an academy that would ere long exert a powerful and happy in-
fluence in this kingdom . For aught that I can see , preachers of the gospel may
now go and form stations any where within it and its tributaries , But a few months
since , this would not have been permitted . Oh , how important it is that the Church
of Christ should now promptly enter the doors the Lord has opened ! But the
fact is , we have now in the field only seven male and six female missionaries for
the two millions of the Siamese ; only one man and his wife for the million of the
Chinese ; and no one for the two hundred thousand Laos in Siam Proper , and the mil
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lionswho have become tributary to Siam . We have no one for the great people of
the Cambodians ; no one for the many thousands of peculiarly accessible Peguans :
andno one for the many thousands of the Malays and Cochin-Chinese, Karens , &c ,
allofwhom are either subjects or tributaries of this government . Oh, when will
the people ofGod become as wise in their generations as the men of the world ?"

Although our missionaries regard Siam as thus open to their labors, they are far
from regarding the hindrances to the gospel as all removed. The government is a
despotism , making many exactions from the people for the support of Buddhism , and
constraining its subjects to a service inconsistent with Christian duty . The gospel

could not , therefore , have extensive triumphs without coming into conflict with its

claims , and exciting its opposition . One of our missionaries , in allusion to these
things , says :

"You , who know how tenaciously the slaveholder of America clings to his means
ofwealth , may readily conceive of some of the difficulties that may yet interpose in

the way of a gospel that insists on the great law of reciprocity between men-that
makes no compromise with oppressors , but demands that the oppressed be let go

free ."
Themissionaries are not yet able to report results of their labors in the conversion

of souls . They say :

"We are greatly tried and distressed by this fact , but not discouraged . Our
hopes are laid up inGod . Our confidence is that he will , ere long , reveal his great
power and mercy in saving these miserable Buddhists . Our circumstances call
loudly upon us to walk more closely with God , so that we may , in his infinite mercy
and condescension , be allowed to take hold of his almighty arm , with the effectual ,

fervent prayer of the righteous man , which availeth much . Let not the hands of

our friends hang down , in theirefforts to sustains us by their prayers ; for let them
beassured by the promise of our common Lord and Master , that , in due time , they
and we shall all reap , ifwe faint not . Andwhat shall that harvest be ? "

But they are not discouraged . Though they feel that the gospel has a great
work to do in Siam , they also feel that , under God , it is fully adequate to the task
and that the timehas fully come for its extensive application . Two of these mis-
sion families had , at the date of their latest letters , been less than two years in

Siam , yet they say they can see that

*The gospel is working a gradual yet perceptible change upon the minds of

many of this people ; and although wewould carefuly avoid statements that might
excite hopesnot warranted by facts , yet we do meet with numbers who seem con-
vinced that the religion of Jesus is true . This fact seems to be an earnest of what
will come , when the Church shall bring all her tithes into the store -house , and prove
him therewith , if the Lord will not pour out ablessing . "

The Executive Committee are strongly inclined to accede to the wishes of their
missionaries , and strengthen their operations in Siam . The providence of God has
gonebefore them ; in answer to prayer he has removed many obstacles out of the
way of our missionaries , and invites them onward in their work . If the Son ofGod

ismore powerful than Guadama , if the religion of Christ is better adapted to the
wants ofman than the superstitions ofBuddh , and it would be blasphemy to doubt it ,

Christianity must triumph , and Siam will yield her quota to the blood -washed
throng that shall swell the Redeemer's praise .


