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SIAM MISSION .

BANGKOK , SIAM ......Missionaries, REV. D. B. BRADLEY, M.D. , REV. L. B. LANE, M.D. , REV. J.
SUSBY,MRS. BRADLEY, MRS. LANE, MRS. SILSBY. Under appointment, REV. C. F. MARTIN, REY.
WM.C. SHIPMAN, MRS. MARTIN, MRS. SHIPMAN. Total, 10.

Since the last Annual Report , the Executive Committee , yielding to their own
convictions ofduty and the often urged requests of their missionaries , have author-
ized the opening of anewmissionary station in Siam, and appointed two additional
missionary families for that field of labor. From all the information that can be
obtained from Siam, that kingdom appears now to be open to the preaching of the
gospel, so that missionaries may go into every part of it, proclaiming the unsearch-
able riches of Christ , and presenting him as the only Saviour for our lost and ruined
world.
Itcontains many cities , some of them with thirty thousand inhabitants , in each

ofwhich several missionaries might labor continually ; and the liberal policy of the
presentKing, it is said , authorizes the assertion that the field is open to afull system
ofgospel labor.
There are, however, as in every unchristian land, many obstacles to the progress

of the gospel , among which our missionaries enumerate the following :

"The complete subserviency of this people to their rulers ; the despotism that here
reigns, crushing the bodies and spirits of this people , and offering a premium to
almost every form of wickedness , an oppression not in the least alleviated by the
present King,we regard as a mountain compared with which all that has been done
by the government is as a grain ofsand. In addition to this, there exists a form of
oppression affecting aparticular class of this people , differing somewhat from Amer-
ican slavery , yet perhaps not less unprincipled or cruel ."

Of this there are two kinds: one a limited kind, where the servant is taken as
surety for debt, and may, with some exceptions , be redeemed at any time by the
payment of the debt . The other kind is a more absolute enslavement , with no
such provision for redemption . The laws regulating the first kind permit a man
who is in want of money to take his children , grandchildren , or other specified

relatives, and pledge them as sureties for the payment of a debt , and the creditor
may use the services of these, or transfer them to another , until the money is
repaid . This may be done for as small a sum as five or six dollars of our money .Afailure on the part of the debtor to redeem these sureties results in perpetual
servitude .

The law, in its terms, prohibits cruelty , and decrees the freedom of the servant
inextreme cases, The following is one of its strange provisions :

" If the creditor is condemned by the government to receive punishment for
crimes committed , and shall send a servant (one of the above -named class ) to re-
ceive punishment in his stead , and if such servant is beaten , chained , fettered , putinstocks , or if such servant is punished instead of his master's wife , or

child , or brother , or relative , the master has done wrong , and for his offense must
allow his debtor to redeem his slave at half price . ( In extreme cases , the debtor
may take his servant without anypayment . ) Ifthe slave is one absolute , the mas-
ter is clear : such slave is entirely at his disposal . If he runs away or dies , his mas-
ter bears the loss . "

"Slaves for surety " are said to be very numerous in Bangkok ; the exact number

ofwhich cannot be conjectured . In many cases their condition is no better than
that of " slaves absolute . " Captives taken in war are also held as servants to the
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government , and their condition is likened to that of the children of Israel in
Egypt.
Another evil with which the gospel has to contend in Siam , is the practice of

polygamy and concubinage . These practices are not only allowedby government ,
but the rulers themselves carry the practice to the greatest extent .
The religion of the country is idolatrous , and is intimately connected with the

government ; both of the present reigning sovereigns entered into the kingly office
from the priesthood .
These are not unexpected obstacles. Such , or similar , are found in every pagan

government . To overcome them the Christian ministry is appointed , furnished with
the gospel as its great instrumentality , and clothed with power by the indwelling
Spirit of God .

In our last Report it was mentioned that the mission had obtained a grant of land
from the King , for which they pay an annual rent of 320 tickals , ( $192 . ) They
have completed their buildings , and are now occupying them .

In October , 1852 , they wrote :

"We are now as favorably situated , with reference to a placeplace ofof abode , as we
can ever hope to be in this heathen city . Our houses are completed , and a small
printing office which we were under the necessity of building for the security of our
apparatus and other mission property . Little remains to be done of manual labor

toplace us where we shall be able to engage in the more direct duties of our mis-
sion , with the prospect of being thereafter but little interrupted in these labors from
such causes .

Ourmissionaries have labored much as usual , preaching statedly in certain places

to such audiences as they can gather ; going out daily to preach in the streets , and

in the lanes and courts of the temples , distributing religious tracts and portions of
the sacred Scriptures , and occasionally journeying to other places to extend similar
labors . Dr. Lane , describing one of these tours , says :

" Our first night we spent on the Tachin river , just at the mouth of the canal that
leads over to Meklong . We had a comfortable night . In the morning , arose , and
with the tide started on . The next day led us to the sea , at the mouth ofthe Mek-
long river . There we remained till midnight , and then started across the gulf a dis-
tance of ten or twelve miles . When we started , there was hardly a ripple on the
deep . All was darkness and stillness . We hoped strongly that we were crossing

at a favorable hour ; but we were hardly fairly out to sea , before the wind began

to rise and the waves to be troublesome . Both Mr. B. and myself felt that probably
an hour of toil and trial awaited us . We each of us took an oar and worked with
all our might . The wind increased and the waves grew furious . We toiled on for
an hour or so , and still saw nothing earthly that could brighten our hopes . Few
words passed between us . Mrs. Lane lay half inclined , and occasionally asked , Do
you see land yet ? At about three o'clock I felt it to be my duty to cease to hold up

toher the brightest side , and gave her as good direction as I could how to act ifwe
should be upset . I then went to my oar , committed myself and family and all toGod , and felt happy in the thought , He doeth all things well. Let Him do what
seemeth good in His sight . ' Matters did not improve . Every little while , a rude
wave would dash over our boat . At about four o'clock we drew near to some shore .

There was no moon ; but we could see the trees like a dark cloud , low in the hori-
zon . We knew not where we were , whether above the river's mouth or below it ,

and we could do no otherwise than to try to fasten our boat and wait for the day .

As Iwas about to thrust down a pole to try the depth of the water , a swift wave
gave the boat a violent lurch that threw me entirely over her side . I thought I was
going wholly into the deep ; but I caught a chow , ( an oar , ) and partly recovered
myself ,when the boat seemed to dive under me and bore me up . Iwasglad to find
myself safe , and spontaneously ascribed thanks to God for my deliverance . We
soon found ourselves in less than one fathom water . Here we stuck down our
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chowsandpoles, and tied our boat, and then, like Paul andhis company , we 'wished
fo
r

the day . It Itcame in good time , according to the eternal promise of our God .

We then found ourselves above the mouth of the Petchaburi river . The wind and
waves moderated at about daylight , so that with little difficulty we entered the
river . There we stopped . "

Dr. Lane was here taken suddenly and severely ill with something resembling
inflammation of the brain . He says :

" It seemed to me that I should probably die ; and this passage delighted me
exceedingly : ' Yea , though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death , I

will fear no evil , for Thou art with me . Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me . '

During the day we moved up to Petchaburi , aud stopped before a wat . As evening
came on , my delirium left me , and I was in my right mind : but yet my suffering
was great .

While attending as a physician in the palaces of the kings , Dr. Bradley has taken
occasion to preach the gospel , and show its opposition to some of the practices of the
great . The following are among the incidents which he reports :

"After breakfasting in the audience -hall of her Majesty , where for the first time
prayer was offered to the true God in craving ablessing upon our food , we were
invited to speak of Christ Jesus , and tell of his power and love . Some five or six

ofthe highest princes of the kingdom were present , as well as several of the chief
rulers , together with many others of inferior rank . I took up the Bible account of

thecreation , and having read it , taught my auditors concerning the living and only
trueGod . That he is the sole maker and sustainer of all things ; is the giver of all
good ; and that this same Jehovah was manifest in the flesh , became a man of sor-
rows, and lived , and taught , and gave many infallible proofs of his divinity in his
acts,his death , and resurrection . As I came to the passage that speaks of God
making man male and female , and only one of each sex , I ventured to preach in
that great harem the Bible doctrine of marriage , and spoke , I trust , with a good
degree of Christian boldness , of the sin of polygamy . I never had amore interest-
ing audience . The attention given appeared to be close , and the questions pro-
pounded to me in the course of my remarks were much to the point . We spent
nearly all that Sabbath in the audience -hall of the Queen , in prescribing for her ,

and inconversing with different individuals , and sometimes companies of them , on

thedoctrines of Christ . We had several interviews with the King , but found no

opportunity to converse with him that day concerning the truths of the gospel . "

Havingbeencalled to the second King's palace , he says :

"This has opened the door for me to preach Christ both outside and inside of

the gates of his harem . Seeing me on a time have a copy of the Life of Christ in

Siamese , he remarked that there was no end of our making and distributing the
books of Christ . I took the occasion to say to him that we desired most earnestly

to convert him andallhis people to Christ , the true God and only Saviour . In reply ,

be inquired how he could become a disciple of Christ , having so many wives as he

had. I told him that he could not follow the instructions of Christ and have more
than one wife ; that if he would truly follow Him , it appeared to me that he must
treat his firstwife as his Queen , and , ceasing to consider all others as wives or con-
cubines ,he should house , feed , and clothe them well , and treat their children as his
own . 'Oh , ' said he , ' that would be very difficult , if not impossible . ' That remark
led me toenlarge on other points concerning the Bible law of marriage , and the
advantages of having only one wife . "

Inthe course of the conversation , the king attempted to vindicate the practice of

polygamy by a reference to the brute creation . Dr. B. replied :

" "You belong to the human race ; you are a man , and a king of men ; and will
you attempt to justify your conduct by examples drawn from the brutes ? ' ' Oh
no , Ido not mean to do that , ' said he ; I only say that such has been the result of

my observation , and that perhaps itmay have some bearing upon the question in
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hand .' He soon went out of the room, and thus prevented my proving to him that
where polygamy prevails , the human race and human happiness are far from flou-
rishing as they do in countries where it is not allowed ."

HEATHEN CORRUPTIONS .

Dr. Bradley writes that his observations in the palaces of the Kings of Siam made
him acquainted with depths of human pollution of which he had , before , seen only
the surface . He says :
"A short time before, I had been awfully shocked by the filthy conversation of

the Governor of C , a place in the northern extremity of the kingdom ; and
had felt it to be my duty to rebuke him sharply for making himself so vile. It
seemed to me that such gross pollution must be peculiar to the people of that
region , and indeed I had been credibly informed that it was. Icould hardly think
it possible that such abominations could be found in the capital of the kingdom,
and much less among the most learned and refined in its palaces . But I found
myself very much mistaken ; just such vile talk , and even worse , was almost con-
stant among the princes and officers of state , as I met them daily in the royal pal-
aces . And there was no text in the Bible that I found myself necessitated to use so

often in my teaching and preaching there , as the Seventh Commandment ."Aside from the many concubines in these harems , the thousands of females there ,

the unmarried princesses , their numerous female attendants , and the female servants

of the concubines , seem to be comparatively free from the sin of which I am writing .

The rules and regulations of those establishments are such as to throw a safeguard
around those classes . Hence there are no places where our wives can labor so free
from all liability to insult as there . "

Abrief extract from one of Mr. Silsby's letters will make known some of the
customs of Siam , and the arbitrary power of its kings and nobles :

"My teacher , who is regarded as among the first Siamese scholars , divides the
Siamese into seven classes :

" 1. The royal family , including its immediate relatives .

" 2. All other persons of rank or nobility .

" 3. All the wealthy not included in the first two classes .

" 4. Comprises merchants and traders .

" 5. Farmers or cultivators of the soil , including , also , all laborers who do not
belong to the next two classes ." 6. Slaves .

" 7. Captives taken inwar .

The above classification , although not very accurate , will serve my purpose well
enough , in what I may say respecting the people of Siam .

" Siamese customs ' admit of there being three kings , viz .: a first , second , and
third king ; the last two , however , subordinate to the first .

" The authority of the first king is most despotic and absolute . It seems liable

to no restrictions , excepting as the custom of former kings may seem to impose....
When he commands , every man in the kingdom must drop every thing and attend

to the royal behest . No matter if a dying wife or child be thus left tobreathe their
last alone , the order must be obeyed , and the service dare claim no recompense . It

is sometimesrecompensed , but this altogether of grace , and even then is generally
given to those who are not suffering want . Every thing here seems so arranged as

continually to remind the subject of his complete subserviency to his king .

When the royal boat approaches , every other boat must seek some recess to hide
away , and its occupant must not dare to gaze upon the royal face . Every boatman ,

when passing up or down the river in front of the royal palace , must take off his
hat and get upon his knees to row his boat , if he would save his back from the lash .

When a Siamese ship returns from another country laden with goods forhisMajesty
and any of his subjects , no man's property can be removed from the shipuntil the
King's things shall first have been taken out . When a foreigner offers any thing
extraordinary for sale , no subject must buy until the King shall first have had the
opportunity of getting it . This despotic feature pervades even the language itself .
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Everythingbelonging to the King has a different name from the same thing belong-
in
g

to hi
s subjects ; and whenever they speak of him , they must employ language

implyinghi
s greatness and their abjectness .

"Thesearbitrary ideas are of course not confined to the King , but every noble ,

greator small, deports himself upon the same principle with regard to those who

ar
e

underhim , and feels that he has the right , or at least exercises the power , of

requiringthesame abject recognition of his superiority . And when these principles

ar
e

carriedinto practical detail , as they are in the actual administration of the gov
ernment, they lead to every manner of oppression . The rewards of industry are

th
us

extortedfrom the people , andall real enterprise is suppressed or discouraged .

Alargeproportion of the people are required to labor unrequited three months
everyyear, fo

r

the King or some of his nobles ; others six months , and some even
more. Theproducts of industry meet with the most exorbitant taxes . The pro-
ducerofcocoa-nuts , for example , realizes only half of the money obtained for their

sa
le

. Th
e

manufacturer of salt pays three fourths of the price of his salt to the
Government. Sugar and amultitude of other articles are taxed in a similar manner .

Bu
t

w
er
e

suchstringent regulations as these the only things to be complained of , the
circumstancesof this people would not be so bad as they are . Those in authority
oftenfleecethe people with impunity . The wages that are promised the laborer

ar
e

oftenwithheld, and he dares not complain ; to do so may cost him his life . "

O
ur

missionariesmeet with some encouragement in their work . Now and then

th
ey

fin
d

on
e

who has some knowledge of the plan of salvation , but they dare not
speakconfidently of the conversion of any . Dr. Bradley says of one man :

" I have on
e

very interesting case in mymind , in the person of anobleman about
fortyyears of age , a maternal uncle of the late Queen of Siam . Since the death of

th
e

Queen, he has visited me several times , to converse with me on the religion of

Jesus. H
e
ha
s

from the first of my acquaintance with him , three months ago , seemed

to be th
e

mostserious -minded man Ihave ever seen among the Siamese . His last

vi
si
t

w
as
onSabbath eve , the 26th ult . His conversation at that time was exceed-

in
gl
y

interestingand encouraging . H
e solemnly affirms that he is a firm believer

inChrist; that hehas abandoned idolatry , as being a huge and horrid system of

er
ro
r

; th
at

hi
s hope fo
r

salvation is placed in Christ only ; and that he prays to him

da
ily

. O
n beingasked how he prayed to him , he rehearsed a prayer which itwould

se
em

no
ne

bu
t

th
e Holy Ghost had taught him . Miss Morse , of th
e BaptistMission ,

an
d

M
rs
.

Bradleywere present and heard al
l

he said , and were astounded and de-
lighted to beholdsuch a man , a Siamese nobleman , relating , as it would seem , real
Christianexperience, and at th

e

same time evincing very much knowledge of th
e

gospel,while he had had but very slender means of receiving instruction from the
missionaries. As to myself , I did not feel so sanguine that he was indeed a converted
man; for Ihad before seen several a good deal like him of his own countrymen ,

an
d

w
ho , havingstood , as it were , on th
e

threshold of heaven , had gone entirely
back, an

d

wereprobably lo
st

. But with al
l

th
e

abatements I feared there were in

hi
s

character, I could no
t

but regard him as at least very near th
e

kingdom . Ifondlyhopedthat hemight be led entirely within the gates of the New Jerusalem .

Be thesepromising appearances what they may , th
e

Lord will no
t

disappoint us .H
e w
ill

no
t

beunfathful to hi
s

promises ! Our labor in Him shall no
t

be invain :

in du
e

time w
e

shall reap , if w
e

faint not . "

It is no
t

ye
t

certainly known that th
e

Government will give its consent to mis-
sionariestaking up their residence in different parts of th

e

kingdom . Al
l

needed
facilitieshavebeen given them to make their living at Bangkok pleasant , and no

objectionwhatever is made by th
e

Government to their going ou
t

in
to every part

of th
e

kingdom topreach an
d

distribute religious tracts an
d

portions of th
e

Bible ,

an
d

th
e

hope is entertained by th
e

missionaries that they will be permitted to open
newstationswherever the situation of the people seems to warrant .

Th
e

government ofSiam is , however , a despotism , having a close connection with
Buddhism ;hence its future course cannot be predicted . The commands an

d

prom-is
es
ofGod ar
e

the missionaries 'main reliance .


