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Saturday evenings , I meet a small number of the church living near our house.
The monthly concert of prayer , the concert for schools , for seamen, and for the en-
slaved , we still observe . These have been the ordinary means of grace which we
have richly enjoyed during the year .
On the death of Mr. Malo at Keokea, that portion of the field reverted back to

me until another pastor should be obtained .
But amidst the labors of the year, I have had many and rich consolations .

God has been gracious to us and to his people . With regard to the scourge,
the small-pox, which so greatly afflicted the nation , we had only nine cases
and three deaths . The people have , on the whole , been favored with good
health , and fewer have died this year than in former ones . We have some defec-
tions in the Church , but fewer cases than ordinarily . I think of no one who has
left us for the Romanists or the Mormons . On the whole , we have much reason
to say, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. Let us be glad and rejoice in him.
Oh! give thanks to the Lord, for his mercy endureth for ever ."

CANADA MISSION .

Teachers. Miss THEODOSIALYONS,Miss MARY C. BEALLS, and MissABIGAILB. MARTIN.
The Executive Committee have not found it practicable to increase the number

of their missionaries in Canada , hence their expenditures have been confined to the
support of a single school , under the care of Miss Lyons and Miss Bealls at the
commencement of the year , and of Miss Lyons and Miss Martin at its close. Miss
Bealls left Canada when the period of her first engagement was completed, and
Miss Martin's health is such that she will probably soon leave . No detailed report
of the school has been given .
In a former report , the Executive Committee stated that the Canada Mission was

one of the most uninviting fields of labor under their care. A longer experience
has not tended to change this opinion . The victims of oppression who have
escaped but recently from the house of bondage, having seen the ministers of reli-
gion in alliance with the oppressor , prostituting his office to the support of wrong ,
have had cultivated within them feelings of suspicion not easily overcome . These
feelings have been fostered and taken advantage of by a few evil-disposed and de-
signing men, who have been willing to keep the people in ignorance to subserve
their own purposes .
Missionaries of a superior class are greatly needed for the missionary work in

Canada ; men of controlling intellect , sound judgment , and warm hearts , so deeply
imbued with the spirit of Christ that they will be willing to make the needed sacri-
fices, take up the cross, and labor there amidst the contradiction of sinners against

themselves , till God shall give them the victory. If such can be founnd, the
Executive Committee will gladly undertake their support ; andwe doubt not they
will ultimately obtain a rich reward .

SIAM MISSION , BANGKOK, SIAM.
Missionaries . Rev. D. B. BRADLEY, M.D., Rev. L. B. LANE, M.D., Rev. J. SILSBY,MTS.BRAD-

LEY,Mrs. LANE, andMrs. SILSBY. Total, 6.

About the commencement of the year under review , intelligence was received
from the Siam Mission , that although missionaries resident at Bangkok had perfect
liberty in preaching the Gospel there, and in travelling for that purpose into every
part of the kingdom, it was yet uncertain whether they would be permitted to
establish a residence, and commence a mission in other cities , or in parts of the
kingdom remote from Bangkok. One of the two missionaries previously under
appointment for that mission had been designated for the mission to the Copts, and
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theExecutive Committee deemed it inexpedient to send the other family alone,
until some questions had been settled that might affect the decision of the Execut.
ive Committee as to the extent to which they would enlarge their operations ir
that field.
The labors of our missionaries in Siam have been continued through the year

much as in former years ; but less attention has been given to the preparation of
books for the Siamese, and fewer books have been given to them. Our mission-
aries have been convinced that latterly , at least, the people have made but little
gooduse of the books that have been distributed . More attention has, therefore ,

been given to direct efforts to preach the Gospel . Dr. Lane has made frequent
trips away from Bangkok into different parts of the kingdom , for this purpose . Dr.
Bradley has confinedhis labors more closely to Bangkok . At the commencement
of theyear, both Mr. and Mrs. Silsby were suffering seriously in health, and
removed for a season to Singapore , to try the effect of a change of air. While
there, the health ofboth improved , and they returned to Bangkok about the 1st of
March. Prof. Silsby soon found his health failing again, and becoming convinced
that neither he nor Mrs. Silsby could enjoy such health there as to permit of their
laboring effectively , he concluded it to be his duty immediately to return to the
United States. He left there in the spring , and is expected to arrive here some
time inNovember .
Before Mr. Silsby left Bangkok, the Missionpassed the following resolutions , and

forwarded them to the Society's rooms :

Resolved, 1. That we express our judgment , that the providences ofGod indicate
that the American Missionary Association should support a strong mission among
the Siamese,
2. That relatively too much importance has been attached to the work of mak-

ing and distributing books among the Siamese . The great work to be done at
present is topreach Christ and him crucified among them .

The Executive Committee have not yet taken any action on the recommendation
of the Mission, and probably will not, until the arrival of Prof. Silsby , as it is sup-
posed he may communicate intelligence relative to the Mission and its prospects

that the Committee should be in possession of, before deciding whether any , or if

any , how strong a reinforcement should be sent to that mission .

It is difficult to understand the providence of God in relation to Siam , and the
cause ofProtestant missions inconnection with that people .

Thegovernment is a despotism ; and is in the hands of those who have entered
thekingly office from the priesthood . The prevailing religion is Buddhism , a com-
pound ofinfidelity and superstition . The government is intimately connected with

it , andderives from it much of its support . And yet Protestant missionaries have ,

formore than a score of years , been permitted to live and labor in Bangkok , multi-
ply for the Siamese, who are nearly all readers , arguments against their supersti-

tions , and openly to preach the gospel of Christ in the ears of all who wouldhear .

The missionary teachers have been invited to instruct , and are now actually in-
structing , in the palaces of the king , freely speaking their sentiments and urging

their doctrines , and free liberty is given to them all to go everywhere proclaiming

the lost condition of the people , and exhorting them to fly to Christ for salvation ,

and yet with scarcely any visible success among the native Siamese . Buddhism
maintains its unlimited and undisturbed sway , or , if yielding at all , yielding only to

infidelity , while it fearlessly , as though proud of its conscious strength , encourages
the residence of its enemies at its very seat .4
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The missionary is very frequently made aware that many are acquainted with
the letter of Christianity , the depravity of the race , the gift of Christ, his divinity
and his atonement , and the necessity of repentance and faith ; but the influences
of the Holy Spirit are withheld , and the heart of the missionary is made sad by
the conviction that the knowledge of the people will only increase their condemna-
tion. The following extract abridged from one of Dr. Lane's letters will illustrate
this:
" Imet a man to whom I gave a gospel yesterday , and inquired if he had read

it. 'Yes,' said he, ' I have read it, but am unable to discover what sin is. If it
had said, Do not do this and do not do that, and put down its prohibitions in order,
it would be well; but as it is, I see nothing .' I was giving an exhortation to him
and a few others who stood by, when an old priest came along and stopped close
to me . He listened for a moment or two , when he interrupted me, saying,'Teacher ! teacher ! let me preach ! I can speak the Siamese language better than
you, perhaps . I think they do not well understand you .' He then turned , and
gave amost eloquent and spiritual exhortation for about ten minutes. He at the
first laid downmany of the ground -doctrines of Christianity . The eternity ofGod,
the depravity of man, redemption by Christ , and heaven or hell at last . Then he
raised his voice as if to mimic the teacher's , and urged all who heard him to be
wise betimes , and lay fast hold of such gracious provisions . ' To -day,' said he,' take; for to-morrow will be what kind who can tell?' I listened to him with sur-
prise , and was delighted with his eloquence . When he had concluded , he turned
te me with an air of superiority , and said, ' Teacher , can you contend with me for
the mastery in preaching ?' I replied , ' You have spoken well, and if you had
but a heart to believe and do as you have said. 'Ahl'said he, ' not yet, teacher;
not yet . It is the nature of man to have some religion , and every country has its

kind . For you , teacher , to try and change the Siamese religion is lost labor . They
will not take . ' He then said , ' I will take leave . ' And as he went , all the rest
followed his example . I turned and sat down under a tree , with a sigh inmy
heart and a tear in my eye , and thought , Oh ! if I could speak in the Siamese
tongue like that man , then I could preach to some effect . Oh ! that God would
raise up preachers from among this people , and let me work again inmy native
tongue . I was feeling very sadly on this account , but I arose and went on , com-
forting myself with these words : ' Not by might , norby power , but by my Spirit ,
saith the Lord . ' What if this priest shall hereafter rightly use his knowledge , and
die in the faith , and rest with us at last in Abraham's bosom ? Gracious Lord . I
would then say , I thank thee that unto me , who am the least of all saints , is this
grace given , that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ . "

How long shall things remain thus ? How long will the Spirit be withheld ?

Is that whole generation given up to blindness that they may perish ? and will
there be amanifestation of grace only when the children are in the place of their
fathers ? or is God only delaying until the way is prepared for a mighty work , that
shall sweep away every thing and every power that would now , doubtless , stretch
forth its hand to quench in blood the first kindlings of Christian fire in the hearts

of the Siamese ? These , and similar questions , press with force upon the thoughts

of every one laboring for the welfare of so singular a people .

Mrs. Bradley , in connection with some of the ladies of the other missions , still
teaches in the palace . She occasionally visits from house to house among the
Siamese , speaking of the things that pertain to the kingdom . It is probable that
her labors among the lowly may first meet a reward ; although Mr. Mattoon , of the
Presbyterian Mission , writes thus hopefully of an inmate of the palace . He says ,

that a princess , who had died suddenly of the cholera , had before , by her apparent
interest in Christianity , given a fresh and hopeful impulse to the work of instruc-
tion in the palace , prosecuted by the ladies of the mission . She had once said , " I
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an
d

m
y

housewill serve God , and go to heaven and be with you there . " Of the
sincerity an

d

extent of her faith nothing could be positively judged ; and as she
hadonlyheathenattendants in the hour of death , nothing could be learned of her

la
st

hours, exceptthat she spoke but little , and seemed not to be conscious of the
extremityof he

r

danger .

Th
e

followinglittle incident , taken from another of Dr. Lane's letters , shows that

th
e

peoplehavesome idea of God as an overruling providence . Dr. Lane and
family ha

d
ju
st

passedthrough a season of imminent peril by water . He says :

"One of ou
r

boatmen is a Siamese lad , of about eighteen years . He lately
came in from th

e

country , and entered my employ . I found him entirely ignorant

of th
e

Bible an
d

of our religion , and consequently took extra pains to instruct him .

Amongotherthings, I endeavored to impress his mind with the Bible truth , that
Godbecomesth

e

father of those who love and serve him , and is near to protect them
under al

l

circumstances of danger or trial . A moment ago , I stopped my pen to

listen to a conversation he is now having with the stranger , at the head of the
boat. After he hadquite glowingly described the events of the storm of yester-

da
y

, th
e

strangerreplied , "Twas fearful truly . Did not your heart fall with fear ? '' No , ' he replies, ' I was sick , that's al
l
; I was not afraid . The God of the teachers

savedus . It is written in their sacred book , that the God of the teachers takes

ca
re

of hi
s

followersall the same as a father takes care of his children ; and if it's

lik
e

th
at
, why be afraid ? The teacher tells me that it is so truly , and perhaps it

is. At least, I se
e

that if their God had not helped us in the storm , we should

al
l

havebeendrowned . The stranger replied , with an exclamation of surprise

an
d

admiration, And what sort of a God is it that can help when a hurricane isborn. "

Onegreatdefect in the Siamese character is the absence of al
l

sense of responsi-
bility to a higherthan an earthly power . Though conscious that their hearts and

th
ei
r

liv
es

ar
e

al
l

wrong , there is ye
t

no sense of guilt . The gi
ft

of th
e

Spirit , to

convinceof si
n , of righteousness , and of judgment to come , appears no
t

ye
t

to have

be
en

m
ad
e

manifestamong them . Our missionaries entreat that prayer fo
r

th
e

descentof th
e

Spirit may earnestly bemade .

About th
e

middle of January , 1853 , th
e

Executive Committee became awareth
at

a difference of opinion relative to th
e

essential character of Siamese servitudeor slavery, existed among our missionaries in Siam ; and that in consequence
thereof, theyhad differed in action , on the subject of employing the subjects of

th
at

servitudeto perform th
e

needful work of their families or th
e

mission . Thefir
st

intimationof this nature that reached us , was contained in the following reso-
lutionpassed b

y
th
e

majority of th
e

Missionand transmitted to us :

"Resolved, Th
at

in carrying ou
t

th
e

principles of ou
r

Association , as also ou
r

ow
n

principles, inreference to that form ofslavery that exists here , w
e

canneitheremploymaster no
r

slave , to ai
d

us in any form of labor , under any condition what-ever. "

This resolutionwas accompanied by another , disavowing , on th
e

part of th
e

majority of th
e

Mission, al
l

participation in th
e

employment of th
e

builderwhoerected D
r. Bradley'shouse . The Committee immediately communicated to D
r.

Bradley th
ei
r

disapproval of what he ha
d

done , as an apparent violation of th
e

principles of th
e

Association , an
d

received from hi
m

satisfactory assurances thathe ha
d

no
t

intentionally or knowingly violated those principles , an
d

th
at

althoughhe di
d

no
t

regardSiamese servitude as slavery , he would carefully endeavor tocomply w
ith

th
e

expressedviews of th
e

Executive Committee . Having thus , asth
ey

supposed, settledthis matter in full accordance with th
e

principles of th
e
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Association, and guarded against even a seeming violation of them, the Committee
did not feel called upon to report it to the Association , or make it public. During
the last year , a misapprehension of the case has obtained a wide publicity , calcu-
lated to injure the Mission and the missionary cause, and the Executive Committee
felt called upon to make a public explanation relative to it.
It is due to Dr. Bradley to say, that he says he has carefully studied the laws of

Siam relative to slavery , and compared them with the slavery of the United States
-that he is satisfied that the system of servitude existing there is not correctly
denominated slavery , and that an illustration of Webster's definition of that term
does not exist in Siam . There are, he says, two classes of persons held in servitude
in this government :
"1st. Persons sold in servitude to pay the interest upon their own debts , or the

debts of their husbands or parents . 2d. Persons taken captive in war. Ihad the
impression, and still have, that both these classes of slaves are allowed by the laws
ofthe land to redeem themselves by paying the principal of their debts, (the inter-
est being always paid by their services as slaves;) that a refusal on the part of the
master to accept of such sums of money offered for the third time for their redemp-
tion, gives the slave concerned a right to go free. They are all allowed to specu-
late and trade and make money for themselves, so long as theydo not take time
which their masters require . I did not regard the servitude existing in this coun-
try as absolute slavery . Hence , I did not think it necessary to employ all the
means against it that our patrons employ against slavery , as found in the Southern
States . I did not see any very good reason for refusing to employ a man who
holds persons in Siamese servitude, provided he does not employ unrequited labor
on our work ; nor any very weighty reasons against his employing his own servants
on our work, provided he pays them due wages while thus employed ."Phranai , my builder , employed some servants of this kind onmy house. He
promised , inwriting, that he would pay all such servants due wages . He affirms
that he did this , and this is corroborated by the testimony of some of those ser-
vants . I refused to let out my job to a certain other Siamese builder, because he
said he should do the work almost entirely by his slaves, and would not promise to
pay them more than he usually gives them for serving him . He would have done
my work for nearly a hundred ticals less than the man I did employ ."
The Committee were strongly impressed with the belief that Dr. Bradley sup-

posed he was fulfilling the great law of love in what he was doing in this matter ,
but they were aware that our other missionaries viewed that servitude differently ,
and wishing to avoid even the appearance of complicity with oppression, they en-
joined it upon him to refrain from any such acts in future . We confidently hope
that the practice of the Mission will be in conformity with the principles of the
Association .

Itmay not be improper to add, that either through a misunderstanding of the
feeling of the friends of Free Missions , or from some other cause, there is danger
that the question of hiring slaves may assume an undue relative importance , so
that when this shall be done away, the attention of the Christian public will be
turned from an evil of greater magnitude that lies behind it, without which the
lesser one could not for a moment exist . The great evil is that of recognizing
slavery as having an innocent and rightful existence , and of counting as Christ-
ians, and suitable partakers of church privileges , those who are voluntarily con-
nected with it in the relation of slaveholders . On these points we believe our
missionaries in Siam have never swerved . The Executive Committee greatly
regret that there hasbeen any occasion to doubt the correctness of the practice of
one of them on the other point .


