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by making that his home than by residing elsewhere . Hewill extend
his labors to other placesnear,as the providences of God may enable
him to do .
He writes, that his prospects of usefulness are " fully as favorable

as he could expect ," but his former experience there admonishes him
not to trust to appearances only, but to rely mainly on the promises
ofGod spoken for the encouragement of those who labor earnestly in
his cause . Much of the time since he has been in Canada , his move-
ments have been retarded by the excessive rains that have flooded the
country .
Mr. Hansell has been located at Chatham , where he has a small

school , which he instructs during the week , spending his Sabbaths in
more direct labors for the conversion of souls . He has reported but
a single quarter's labors. His school was then small, numbering in
allbut twenty-six scholars . Should there not be a marked increase
during the second quarter , the Committee will hardly feel authorized
to continue the appropriation made for it . He makes a small charge
to each scholar, to assist in defraying the expenses of the school .Aportion of the expenditure for the Canada Mission has been for
freight on boxes of clothing sent to different parts of Canada for the
fugitives.
There is more need of ministerial labor in Canada directly in behalf
of the colored people . In general , those who have gone there from
the United States , even the fugitives , may provide for the wants of
their families after a short residence there , especially if they meet a
friendly hand , and, more than all, good counsel , on their arrival .
But all who are acquainted with the condition of slaves in the United
States know that their religious and intellectual culture has been
greatly neglected . It is to supply this want that our labors should be
mainly directed . In order to meet it fully,men of no common mould
are required, men who, in the spirit of Christ, most covet fields of
labor that are most neglected ; and who possess intellectual and
spiritual power to enable them to cope with the greatest difficulties .
Such men are now needed .

SIAM MISSION, BANGKOK, SIAM.

Missionaries . Rev.D. B. BEADLEY, M.D., Rev. L. B. LANE, M.D. , Mrs. BRADLEY, Mrs. LANE.
At the date of our last report, Prof. Silsby , who had formerly been

connected with this Mission ,was on his return to this country, where
he arrived Nov. 12, 1854. Soon after his return, the following para-
graphs were published in The Independent :

"THE SIAM MISSION .

"We have read with much satisfaction the following note from Rev. J. Silsby ,
which we hasten to lay before our readers . We have referred Mr. S. to the sourceofthe report which gained such extensive credence in missionary circles last
spring, andwhich we had every reason to deem ' reliable .' The denial of Mr. S. is
ofcourse final, as far as the rumor had reference to himself . It remains for the
authors of the rumor to explain to him and to the public the source of their inform
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ation , or the ground of their belief. We did not construe the rumor as so disparag
ing to Mr. S. as he seems to regard it, but received it simply as an illustration of
the difficulty of applying abstract rules to every phase of society . But we are glad
to find that he can fully deny it.

""ROOMS OF THE AM. MISS . ASSOCIATION .
" TO THE EDITORS OF THE INDEPENDENT : SIRS : Having recently arrived from

Siam, my attention has been called to The Independent of April 27, where you say
that " a rumor, which can be traced to a reliable source , has gained extensive cre-
dence , that Mr. Silsby , and other missionaries of the Association in Siam , have em-
ployed as house -servants slaves hired from their masters ."
"" To those who knowwhat my professions have been in regard to Siamese serv-

itude , the above assertion is a direct charge of insincerity , and even downright dis-
honesty , in my course in regard to slavery in Siam .
"" The assertion , however , is untrue . I have never in a single instance know-

ingly " hired a Siamese slave of his master," or, to my knowledge , employed slave-
labor during my residence in Siam .
"" It can not be expected , therefore , that I should remain silent when a report so

false has had the wide circulation of your paper , nor that I could ask less of you
than that you should give this denial an equally wide circulation, and also that
you will give me the names of the persons whom you regard as the " reliable
source" of your information . Very respectfully , etc., J. SILSBY.
"" Nov. 16, 1854. "

An equally emphatic denial of the rumor was some time after re-
ceived from Dr. Lane, in reference to his own course in Siam, but
Mr. Silsby was the only one publicly implicated by name , and the
Committee had previously denied the truth of the rumor relative to
both these brethren, so that no further public reference was made to
it. The Executive Committee have entire confidence that the report
was without any foundation , and that both of these gentlemen had
carefully conformed their action to the principles of the Association,
and their own also , in refusing to employ slave -labor.

Little, if any thing , encouraging can be reported of our Siam Mis-
sion during the last year. Their efforts for the conversion of souls
have not been crowned with success ; the government has embarrassed
and restricted them in their labors ; and their number has been far-
ther reduced by the return of Dr. and Mrs. Lane to the United
States .
About the first ofAugust last, the King of Siam, apparently for the

purpose of removing all suspicion as to the integrity of his faith in
Budhism, issued a circular giving an " account of the image of Budh
Gotam," which , he says , " has been worshipped for a long period ."
In concluding this circular, a copy of which, in English , has been sent
to us, the king thus avows himself a worshiper of this image .
"His Majesty reverences and worships this Jasper image the same as if the

Budh Gotam was yet alive ; and, desiring that the people of friendly nations, who
are not in the habit of visiting his capital , should see this Jasper image, has had
three representations of it painted upon one piece of cloth, representing the three
different kinds of ornaments which decorate him in the three different seasons of
the year. His Majesty has had many of these representations painted , and also has
caused to be written an account of this Jasper image in the Bali, Siamese , and
English languages ."
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The opinion that has been sometimes entertained that this king had
lost his confidence in Budhism is thus seen to be unfounded .
Some months later, active measures were used to harass and

restrict the missionaries resident in Siam. Natives were punished for
renting land to them; those in their employ were apprehended , and
forbidden to return to their service ; the missionaries were prohibited
from leaving Bangkok without a pass, and it was generally understood
that a pass could not be obtained to allow them to prosecute their
labors out of the city. In February , Dr. Lane wrote :
" I was told by a noble of considerable rank, that the work of ridding the coun-

tryof the teachers had already begun . And,' said he, ' they had better go at
once, for inthe end they will have to.'"I asked, 'Tell me, why do the king and his court desire to get rid of the mis-
sionaries ?'
"He replied : ' Your government wish to fix a consul here . Now it is the cus-

tom of the English , as soon as they have established a consul in any place , to
begin at once to eat the country . How has it been in Burmah and in China ? The
English and Americans are all one. They have one language ; they have faces
alike, and they dress alike , and their customs are alike. If the teachers were out
of the country, what interests would the Americans have here ? None at all !
They are coming here on your account .'"How all these matters will finally end can only be conjectured . At present ,
the missionary can do comparatively little for the Siamese . He is excluded from
the privilege of going about the country , and the effect of this prohibition on the
minds of the natives generally , is such as to lead them to avoid all intercourse with
the missionaries . God will doubtless overrule all these affairs to the furtherance of
his kingdom. But, in the mean time , it is the part ofwisdom for us to discern the
signs ofthe times , and mark the providences of God as they are passing before us ."

In November last , the Executive Committee , much to their regret ,
received a letter from Dr. Lane, expressing his convictions that itwas
his duty to leave Siam, and return to this country. He left Bangkok
about the Ist of February , in a vessel for Singapore , at which place
he buried his youngest child, who died of the small-pox soon after
their arrival there . They landed in New -York in August .
In April last, Sir John Bowring , LL.D., in behalf of the English

government , negotiated a highly important treaty with the Siamese
government , which, in its results , must be very favorable to the mis-
sionaries residing in Siam . Besides the commercial advantages
secured by the treaty , it provides that :

"British subjects may rent or buy land , build , rent , or buy houses at any time
from fourmiles from the city to twenty -four hours ' travel , but can not purchase in

the city , nor within four miles of the city walls , until after ten years ' residence , or

express permission from the Siamese government . They may , however , rent land ,

buy , rent , orbuild houses in Bangkok , or within four miles of it , when they please .

British subjects shall be allowed the free exercise of the Christian religion , and
liberty tobuild churches in such places as shall be consented to by the Siamese
authorities . "

And that :

"The interests ofBritish subjects shall be under the control of a consul at Bang
kok , whowill himself conform to and enforce the observance of the treaty by
British subjects , and give effect to all present and future regulations for the control

of British subjects in Siam and their trade , and to settle disputes between British
and Siamese subjects . " 4
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It is said that the treaty of 1833 , between the United States and Siam
provided that any commercial privileges thereafter granted to any
European nation should be enjoyed in like manner by the United
States . The treaty thus formed is therefore important to American
citizens .
We are gratified in being permitted to mention, in this connection ,

an act of kindness on the part ofSir J. Bowring toward the American
missionaries . Learning of the obstacles which the Siamese govern-
ment , through misrepresentation , had for some months previous
placed in the way of their usefulness and comfort , he requested the
king to remove them . To this request his Majesty acceded , and the
missionaries were soon after informed , through one of the princes ,
that these restrictions had been removed , and that they should there-
after enjoy all their former privileges .
The resident missionaries united in a formal expression of their

gratitude to his Excellency " for the great favor which he had, wholly
unsolicited , done them and the missionary cause in requesting the
King of Siam to remove the late restrictions to their movements ;"
also for the " good done to the Siamese nation , England , and the
world , by negotiating the treaty " just concluded . To this expression
of their feelings , signed by seven missionaries , Sir JohnBowring made
the following kind and courteous reply :

" BAY OF SIAM , April 24, 1855.
" MY DEAR SIR : I have to acknowledge your kind address. The slight serviceIhad an opportunity of rendering you was a very inadequate return for the many

demands upon your time and labors which my visit to Bangkok has entailed upon
you, and for whose cheerful dedication we all owe you many thanks ."With that visit is associated every thing that is hopeful for the future and
grateful for the past . I trust that a better and happier era will smile on the coun-
try in which your tents are raised . That your labors bring with them the peace of
an approving conscience is the first initiatory recompense . Ipray that higher and
nobler may be yours . I am, etc., JOHN BOWRING ."

By the return of Dr. and Mrs. Lane to this country , our Mission in
Siam is reduced to a single family . The Executive Committee are
not, however , prepared to recommend any enlargement of it, nor,
indeed , any immediate action whatever . They would prefer to have
the matter left with them to make any changes there during the pre-
sent year that the exigencies of the Mission, the welfare of themis-
sionary cause, and the interests of Christ's kingdom may seem to them
to demand .


