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SIAM MISSION .

BANGKOK, SIAM.

Missionaries , Rev. D. B. BRADLEY, M.D., andMrs. BRADLEY.

There are very cheering indications that the long tried faith of mission-
aries in Siam is about to be encouraged and strengthened by the mani-
festations of the Divine blessing in the conversion and salvation of souls .
For many long , wearisome years they have labored and prayed with
little visible success , yet they have hoped that he who sent them forthto
preach his Gospel, in the midst of such great darkness , would yet make
it manifest that that Gospel was the power of God unto salvation, by
making it effectual even over character as unreliable and hopeless as that
of the Siamese . That the missionaries should not have been led to aban-
don their work as lacking the Divine sanction , can only be attributed to
the grace of God strengthening their faith in his assurance , " Lo ! I am
with you always , even unto the end of the world." The several missions
in Siam are now rejoicing in the apparent conversion of some of their
people to Christ.
In May last , Dr. Bradley wrote :

"We have now a little more interest manifested for the concerns of the soul than
formerly . Two of our printers seem a good deal serious , and have expressed a
desire to be Christians . Indeed , Sawat , a very interesting young man, about whomIwrote you a long time ago , is now foreman in the office , and appears agood deal
like a Christian. He protests against idolatry, and has for years been endeavoring
to live as did Joseph of Arimathea before the passion of Christ ."

Dr. Bradley also spoke of a young priest,who had become very famil-
iar with all the religious tracts and portions of Divine truth published in
Siamese . He affirms that he is no more a worshiper of idols, and wishes
to be a Christian ; and has become a voluntary distributor of religious
truth. He added : " A Siamese teacher in the Presbyterian Mission
Boarding School gives very cheering evidences of being a regenerated
man, and stands propounded for admission to the church of that mission ."
In June , Mrs. Bradley wrote, in the absence of her husband ,expressing

her confidence in the hopeful conversion of several of the Siamese, who
had been more or less connected with their Mission.
July 15 , Dr. Bradley wrote :

" The Lord , in great mercy, has , as we trust, visited a number of Siamese men
and women , connected with our family and with our printing office , by the special
influences of his Spirit , and made them willing , in the day of his power, to believe
in Christ and give their hearts to him."

He said the young men, mentioned by him inMay,continued steadfast
in the service of God, and seemed to be growing Christians ; and that

on the second Sabbath in June,during his absence, the special power of
the Spirit seemed to bepresent :
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"And eleven Siamese , besides the two young men mentioned , publicly confessed
Christ, solemnly promising that they would henceforth and forever renounce idol-
atry and be true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. All these
still hold on to their profession , and some of them appear quite well. For these
we can not but rejoice and praise the Lord . But we rejoice with trembling. They
take part in our prayer-meetings , and seem to pray in the spirit ."

Three weeks before , Dr. B. wrote that a noonday prayer meeting had
been established to meet the wants of those who lived so far off that they
could not be with them morning and evening . This was well attended .
He says :

"Our brethren of the Presbyterian Mission attended on the 9th inst., and ex-
pressed themselves as having there seen wonderful things for Siam, and as having
livelyhopes that it was the genuine work of the Spirit . One of the young men
who prayed had formerly been under their tuition three or four years ."

All the missionaries in Siam make occasional tours into the country for
preaching . They are sometimes gone two or three weeks . In a recent
tour made by Dr. Bradley , in company with the Rev. R. Telford , of the
Baptist Mission, they were gone sixteen days, and preached in twelve
different towns ; nine of them had never before been visited by Protest-
ant missionaries . " It was rare ," says Dr. B., " that they did not find , in
every company , some who had heard theGospel at Bangkok , or learned
something of it from the tracts and portions of the Bible distributed by
the missionaries ." Some of the incidents of these preaching tours are
very interesting . One of them is thus related by Dr. Bradley :

"At a service which we held onboard our boat, in the evening, Iwas pleased ,
and a gooddeal encouraged , by the demeanor of a gray-headed woman , to whom I
had preached in the morning, by the wayside . Before the meeting , she brought a
little present of rice, as their custom is, and said she was much interested in what
she had been taught in the morning ; that she believed it was truth-that God was
indeed alive, the maker and preserver of the Universe ; that Buddhism was there-
fore false and ruinous , and that she was determined to be a follower of Jesus , She
moreover said that in hearing me preach she seemed to realize the fulfillment of a
dream , which she had a short time before , of having found a most precious diamond ,
onMount Kouluang . Upon this I turned to the parable of the pearl of great price,
and read it to her. I was surprised to find that she, a woman sixty-five years old,
could read it herself , and that , too, without the aid of glasses . A copy of Matthew ,
and a tract on prayer, were given to her. She asked for nothing but the Gospel ,
excepting that she wished to cultivate our acquaintance , and to have us and our
colleagues call at her house whenever we passed along that way."

In the printing-office, to which Dr. Bradley alludes , he is very much
assisted by his two older children . The burden of the work is performed
by Siamese workmen , and goes on during his absence under the super-

vision of his family. There are frequent calls for printing, both in Eng-
lish and Siamese , for which pay is received . From this source , and the
rent of mission buildings , not needed at present , a sum has been received
large enough to defray all the expenses of the mission for the year. Dr.
Bradley asks imploringly for additional missionary aid , and the increasing



36 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

importance of the work there gives emphasis andurgency tohis entreaty .
The Executive Committee will be glad to send another missionary family
to Siam.

COPTIC MISSION , EGYPT .
Flattering as were the prospects of this mission at its commencement ,

no favorable progress has been made in relation to it during the year.
Judging it probable that the operations of the mission would not be
speedily resumed , Mr. Murad , in May, requested a release from its con-
nection , that he might seek employment elsewhere at the same time
expressing his readiness to return to Egypt whenever the Committee
should call upon him , if not at the time bound by other engagements .

The Committee were gratified at this expression of Mr. Murad's views ,

and gave him an honorable release from his connection with its missions .

Rev. Mr. Martin's health has continued such that the Executive Com-

mittee have not felt willing definitely to decide upon his return to mis-
sionary labors in Egypt . A council of physicians ,held in New -York
last winter , decided that it was unsafe for him to do so , under the ordinary
circumstances of missionary life . His affections , however , were so

strongly fastened upon this field that , until very recently , he has been
unwilling to relinquish the idea of returning to his labors .

From their confidence in the opinions of the council of physicians
referred to , the Executive Committee , while they assured Mr. Martin
that they would provide with pleasure for a return to his labors among

the Copts , with a suitable reïnforcement , if the condition of his health
warranted it , felt bound to express their opinion that his own appre-
hensions and those of the physicians were too well founded to warrant
his doing so .

On the 17th of September he requested a release from his connection
with the Association , in the following letter :

"After long waiting and careful deliberation , with earnest prayer , we are at

last forced to the conclusion that the providence of God does not favor our retura
toEgypt ."As you are aware , the best medical advice which we could obtain has decided
that it is unadvisable for me to return to Egypt , under the ordinary conditions of

missionary labor . The experience of several months since this advice was given
has only confirmed my acquiescence in it . Nor do I see how any arrangement for
our return could be made which would not be likely to involve either the risk of

health or a material abridgment of our usefulness in the missionary field for a con-
siderable time to come .

"Under these circumstances we are forced , though with great reluctance , to the
conclusion that it is probably our duty to relinquish the hope which we have so

long cherished of being able to return to the field in which itwas our privilege to

labor for a season ."We had hoped that it might be ours to live and die in the field of our ' first
love . ' We do not relinquish it because we have , or ever have had , a doubt as to

the success of labor there , nor because we desire to leave the service of the Asso-
ciation ; but because , with the best light we can obtain , we think Providence indi-
cates that duty does not call us to return to Egypt ." I therefore respectfully request for Mrs. Martin and myself that we may be

released from our connection with the Association .


