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SIAM MISSION .

BANGKOK, SIAM.

Missionaries . Rev. D. B. BRADLEY, M.D. , and Mrs. BRADLEY.
The hope expressed last year, that the blessing of God and the

influences of the Holy Spirit were about to be given to the labors of
missionaries in Bangkok , has in some degree been realized. The
spirit of God appears to have wrought effectually upon the hearts of
a few, both Siamese and Chinese, who have, in the judgment of the
missionaries of the several missions , so far witnessed agood profession
of their faith in Christ, that they have been received into the mission
churches .
In this blessing our Mission has been permitted to share . Four

promising Siamese young men have been admitted to the communion
and membership of the church , and there were a few others for whom
there was hope that they were not far from the kingdom of God .
A united meeting of all the missionaries in Bangkok was held in

August , 1859 , at which it was resolved to observe the second week
in January as a season of special prayer for the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon al

l

mankind . It was resolved also , in view of the
obstacles in their way in Siam , the amount of preparatory labor
bestowed upon that field , and the recent indications of God's willing-
ness to pour out his Spirit upon that people , to ask the prayers of the
Church in behalf of Siam during , and after , the concert in January .

The special season thus recommended was observed by the Christ-
ians in Bangkok in concert , and with favorable results . Sometimes
during the meetings there were twenty or more Siamese publicly
requesting the prayers of God's people . A few who had previouly
professed conversion engaged with the missionaries in this meeting .

On the first Sabbath of February , the four young men already
spoken of were received into the church of our Mission . Dr. Bradley
says of them :

" They are in many respects peculiarly interesting young men . The oldest is under
thirty - five years of age , and the youngest about twenty -two . They are quite prepos-
sessing in their personal appearance , good readers of the Siamese language , sustained a

good examination before the church , and made a noble confession of their faith in

Emanuel , at a union of our Presbyterian and Congregational churches , at our com-
munion . All of them but one have families , and intend to bring their little ones to the
Lord in baptism . We have cheering hope that the wives of two of them have been
converted . " " There are several others of whom we have the same hope . "

The Baptist church received seven new members the same day .

As in former years , Dr. Bradley has taken several journeys , or

preaching tours , for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel in other
3
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parts of the kingdom . These have been taken sometimes in conner-
tion with other missionaries , and sometimes only with his own family .
The missionaries have in all these cases been kindly received , and
permitted without hindrance to preach Christ , and apply the doctrines
of the Bible even in direct antagonism to the teaching of the Boodhist
priests and their sacred books. They think they have seen indications
of favorable results from these labors.
In one of these tours , taken in company with Rev. Mr. Telford ,

they visited several Laos villages, in one of which ayoung man had
died a short time before, who professed to be a believer in Jesus,
having learned of Him through the missionaries inBangkok .
Concerning these people, Dr. Bradley said :

"We were greatly interested on learning from the chief man of the village that his
people are no Buddhists ; but , contrariwise , believe that God is, and that he exists as an
Almighty , Eternal and Omuiscient Spirit, dwelling in his glory on high, but also filling
immensity . They appear to subscribe to the ten commandments with one heart and
voice . Polygamy , in their estimation , is agreat sin, and few of them are found living
in it. A few of their sons are drawn away by the seductions of their Siamese neigh-
bors , and become Buddhists . We visited five villages of this tribe, from one to two
miles apart , containing on an average probably not less than 500 persons in each. We
were informed that there are many more villages of them farther along , and that there
are 1200 able -bodied men of them all, who are called out to spend every other month
in serving the King of Siam in erecting his palace."

Mrs. Bradley has continued her labors as usual, often going from
house to house,visiting the people, and making known to them the
great salvation.
Upon the printing -press of the Mission there have been printed

during the year :

Sacred Songs, in Siamese , 1500 copies, ....... .pages , 595,500
God revealed in Creation and Providence , 1000 copies, .. 18,000....
Law and Gospel , 2000 copies,.. 10.000
J. Caswell's Exhortation , (in verse, ) 1000 copies,...
God in Christ , as Seen in His Miracles , 1000 copies,........
Catechism on Prayer , (J. Caswell ,) 5000 copies, ....

" 12.000" 26.000" 180,000
Companion , a Siamo -English book , (J. Caswell ,) 500 copies, ... 35,000

Making an aggregate of pages, ... ....... 876,500

Aportion of these were taken by the other missions in Bangkok.
Besides these , printing had been done for the Siamese and for the

English resident at Bangkok , making an aggregate of about 250,000
pages, for which payment was made to the Mission . This work is

done by Siamese workmen , Dr. Bradley , or his son Cornelius, super-
intending . By this use of the printing -office , and the rent of mission
buildings not needed at present by the Mission , the Mission has not
only not been obliged to draw on our treasury, but has also a consid-
erable amount on hand towards the expenses of the current year .
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There is still need of another ordained missionary and a printer at
our Siamese Mission . The way seems to be preparing for the work
of the Lord in Siam, and Dr. Bradley ought not to be left there alone .
The Executive Committee earnestly hope that theymay be enabled
to send help to that Mission the coming year .

COPTIC MISSION .

No action has been taken by the Executive Committee during the
year with a view to the renewal ofmissionary labors among the Copts
in Egypt . The indications of divine providence have not seemed to
call for it . The men and the means at their disposal have all been
needed and employed elsewhere , and the Committee have not felt at
liberty to call for special contributions for that field. Without deciding
that they will not at some future time recommence that work, the
Committee consider it their duty to say they see no immediate pros-
pect of it.

PUBLICATIONS .

The monthly issues of the American Missionary in paper form have
averaged 21,000 ; and of the same in magazine form, 4500. The
aggregate number of copies of the two during the year has been
306,000 .

The Executive Committee have sought through these papers , not
only to diffuse information in relation to our own missions, but also
to impress and diffuse correct principles on the subject of missions,
and the proper mode of conducting missionary operations . They have
sought to make the paper an efficient instrumentality in increasing the
missionary spirit, in securing larger and regular contributions for the
support of missions , and in labors in behalf of the enslaved . They
regard their expenditures in this direction as so much money used in
direct furtherance of the missionary cause . The paper has been sent
free to al

l

donors to the funds of the Association who express a wish

to receive it . The price of the Magazine is fifty cents a year .

The Committee have also issued , in tract form , a small edition of an
editorial article , entitled , " The Conflict between Christianity and
Slavery , " taken from the paper . A small edition of aprimer in the
Sherbo language has been published for the use of the Mission . The
primer was prepared by Mr. White . The American Tract Society ,

New -York , kindly granted the use of the wood -cuts of its Tract
Primer for illustration .


