
T H E

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

PROCEEDINGS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING,

H O P K IN T O N ,  M A S S ,  O C T O B E R  3 1 s t  a n d  3 3 d ,  1 8 6 3 .

TOGETHER WITH A

P * t  fit P i t

A D D E D  D U E I N Q  T H E  Y E A E .

-----

N E W -Y O R K :

PUBLISHED BY THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 
O ffic e , 6 1  J o h n  S t r e e t .

1863.



SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT.12

cessions would show that there was no great awakening among the 
ungodly. Five have been excommunicated, but we have reason to 
hope that most of these will be restored.”

The people have undertaken to build a new chapel. The materials, 
and the labor of bringing them, are entirely contributed by themselves, 
except some generous help from their Chesterfield1 brethren. Mr. 
Wilson regards their cheerful and hearty interest in this work as af-
fording good proof that their hearts are in God’s cause. The congre-
gation and the Sabbath-school are both increasing, and it is hoped 
that a more commodious house will be filled with a considerably larger 
number of hearers. Mr. Wilson says many of the people of his charge 
are disposed to do all they can, by lightening the burdens of the As-
sociation in Jamaica, to enable it to do so much the more for the recent-
ly liberated in this country. On the whole, the temporal and spiritual 
state of Brandon Hill appears exceedingly encouraging.

B l o h m o n  d .

Mr. Wolcott writes, after the August holidays, that the school has 
an unusual number of new applications. They will be able to receive 
most of the boys, but must decline receiving a good many of the girls, 
for the want of adequate female assistance. This is much to be re-
gretted, for it is with the female that the regeneration of family life 
must begin, and if it were necessary to make a choice, their Christian 
training should even take precedence over the other sex.

The August meeting at Richmond was an occasion of great cheer-
fulness and interest. It was attended by several gentlemen from 
Kingston, among them the Hon. Richard Hill, who has been so warm 
and steady a friend of the school from its start. The exercises, as re-
ported in the Jamaica Guardian, were of a highly creditable character.

Mr. Wolcott gives also some statements respecting the general in-
terests of the Mission and of God’s work on the island. United meet-
ings of the Scottish, Wesleyan, and American brethren were held dur-
ing five days of the second week in August, corresponding with the 
January meetings recommended by the Evangelical'Alliance. The 
attendance was good and the interest deep. Mr. W. speaks of hav-
ing been especially impressed by the remarks of one Wesleyan brother 
in the ministry, a colored man, who stated that within his memory 
there was but one chapel in Jamaica, that of the established church in 
Kingston. Then one other was built a few miles out. But through 
the island there were no chapels for the people, nothing but darkness 
and heathenish wickedness. “ Now,” he said, “ there are chapels and 
ministers more than you can count. On every hill-top and in every 
valley are seen the doors open that lead to prosperity, spiritual and 
temporal. Praise the Lord! What hath God wrought I” Mr. 
Wolcott says he could hardly believe that the compass of his own life;
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nay, of his own manhood, had witnessed such a change. Often, in 
considering how far Jamaica is from what she ought to be, he had 
failed duly to consider how marvelous the elevation from what she 
was.

11 Grant (he says) that many estates have been ruined, and that more are likely to be,
the question still remains : Are the people ruined ? The planters saysl^ey are unable 
to continue production at the present low prices of sugar. Well then, if Emancipation 
has helped to cheapen production, have the millions of consumers any reason to com-
plain? The planters must have recourse to some other branch of cultivation, or con-
duct the present operations more economically. How much room there i3 for this, will 
be known by any one who has been witness of the extravagance o f their actual methods.”

It is the unanimous opinion of the Afission and of the brethren of 
other societies with whom they are familiar, that the highest useful-
ness of the Mission demands a speedy reinforcement of American la-
borers. Matters are now in such a condition that a prompt filling up 
of the missionary force there, is likely to have the happiest and most 
lasting results, and a neglect of this may have the most serious conse-
quences.

Great interest is now felt in our country in the spiritual good of the 
Freedmen. It must not be forgotten that these churches in Jamaica 
under the care of the Association, are the oldest churches formed 
among our emancipated people by Americans. The success of free 
society in Jamaica will give courage and hopefulness to the prospects 
of emancipation here. The link which connects American Christians 
with Jamaica may be, in Divine Providence, a most important one, 
holding their attention more closely and continuously to an island 
whence they may draw lessons of hope, of needed caution, and sobriety 
of expectation. As to the intrinsic value of the work, souls there are 
as precious as souls here, and churches of the Lord there already plant-
ed and increasing, may well hope not to be forgotten by those who 
would plant churches in the lately emancipated regions of our own 
South. W e trust that we may be able to maintain this Mission in 
healthy life, and that among the more imposing movements of the 
present, it will continue to draw affectionate regard from those who 
have cherished it for Christ’s sake.

S I A M  M I S S I O N .
B A N G K O K , SIAM .

M ittionaritt— R ev . D . B. Bead l i t ,  M .D ., M rs. B rad le y .

Mr. Odell, who has been filling the place of Superintendent of the 
printing office, expects to remain in that position another year.

The expenses of this Mission have been met by the funds in its 
hands at the commencement of the year, and the income from the 
printing office. Dr. Bradley has again published an Annual Calendar, 
which contains much religious and valuable information. He has pub-
lished more than half a million of pages of religious tracts, Bible his-
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tory, etc., in the Siamese language. Concerning the work of translat-
ing the Scriptures, Dr. Bradley says:

“ As none o f my brethren (o f the other Missions) hare felt prepared to undertake the
translation of the Books of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, and Isaiah, I have, by 
spending an hour or so daily, been translating them from the English, (with the help 
o f the best. Hebrew scholars I could find.) I am now on the 26th chapter of Isaiah, 
having completed the other books.

“ I intend to publish a small edition o f each at my own expense ixp the course o f this 
year.” /

Of the little church connected with the Mission Dr. Bradley writes:
“ We are being sorely tried with the conduct o f some of our church members. One 

of them, who was at first the most interesting, has been suspended from communion for 
giving his wife, the mother o f three children, a writing o f divorcement. . . . There is 
no doubt he was terribly tried with her gambling habits, and the troubles that were 
continually growing out of them. We still have hope that ere long he may be re-
stored. Another young man, by his frequent falls, troubles himself and us very much ; 
we are- fearful that we shall be obliged to cut him off The other native members 
show but a feeble Christian life. We feel very sad in view of their low attainments 
in piety and their similarity to the heathen around them, and it painB us exceedingly to 
reveal such discouragements, but faithfulness seems to demand that we should make 
known our leanness and the absence o f the Spirit’s quickening influences. The declen-
sions and falling from Christian steadfastness among the native members of all the Mis-
sion churches here is fearful.’’

Dr. Bradley speaks of the death of one young Siamese, who had 
been a compositor in the printing office, who gave cheering evidence 
of being a Christian. He died in the belief that he should soon be with 
Jesus in heaven.

The Siamese people, and the history of missions among them, 
present a peculiar anomaly. For many years the Gospel has been 
faithfully preached by zealous and able missionaries; the people are 
many of them readers, and have been supplied with parts of the Bible 
and other religious truths in their own language, which they have read 
till some of them seem to have a historical knowledge of Jesus; their 
kings and governors have been educated in part by Christian mission-
aries ; missionary women have been, invited to teach in the king’s 
palace, in one of which there is now a school of thirty pupils; and yet, 
although there has been here and there a witness that God has not 
forgotten to be gracious, but has given souls to the ministry of his 
servants, Boodhism reigns supreme in the palace, and oontrols the re-
ligious affections of the people ; the hearts of the great mass of them 
seem no more moved by all they have heard of the true God and eter-
nal life, than if no missionaries had ever set foot in their kingdom. 
Yet the missionaries, for the most part, are not discouraged; they be-
lieve the seed they have sown, which they have watered and are yet 
watering with their tears, will spring up and bring forth fruit unto 
eternal life. They yet say to their souls, in the language of inspira-
tion : “ Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him who is the health 
of my countenance and my God.” They expect yet to praise Him for 
his wonderful works in Siam. Who will say their faith is not the gift 
of God?
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SAND W ICH  ISL AND S M ISSION .

HAKAWAO, EAST HAUL

M iu io n c u r ita .—Rev. J. S. G re e t , Mrs. A. 0. 8. G ree r .
“  l a  the United States, Rev. J . P. Gr e e n , Miss Ha r t  E. Gr ie r .

Ch u r c h e s , (Congregational,) three.

1. ( HAK AW AO. 1 Deacons, Kalawe, Kekua, Pepee, and Haldhe.
2. | HUELO. j “  Kekahuna and Kawaha.

“  Helpers, Kahaule and Kalewe.
„ j  KEOKEA. (Deacon, Kapohaku.

)  KALEPOLEPO. f Helper, WaineL

Since our last Report, Rev. J. S. Green has finished the thirty-fifth 
year of missionary life, the last twenty of which he has been the pas-
tor of Makawao. Seldom has it fallen to the lot of any man to labor 
so long in one mission field, and more seldom still to witness the 
changes that have passed under his notice.

Only a few years before he reached"the islands, though the gods of 
Hawaii had begun to be rejected, the name of J esus, so sweet to the 
believer, had not fallen upon the ear of one of the people; the iron 
hand of despotism lay heavy on all, crushing them beneath its weight. 
None of the common people had any idea of either civil or political 
rights as belonging to them; they had nothing they could call their 
own; and if their shadow but fell on their despotic rulers, life was 
the instant forfeit. Indolence and improvidence caused the land to 
lie waste; and polygamy, concubinage, the promiscuous intercourse of 
the sexes, and infanticide, laid the axe at the root of the social tree, 
and turned what should have been the quiet and bliss'of the family rela-
tion into a very hell of discord and strife. Now, through the labors of 
the missionaries of the cross, in which Mr. Greeb has borne a constant 
part,, personal civil rights are secured to the people, the ferocity of 
the once wild Haiwaiians has been tamed, their pollution cleansed, 
and the appellation Christian is justly claimed for the Hawaiian na-
tion. In view of all this the missionary gratefully exclaims: “ What 
hath God wrought! ”

Thus far, however, it has been found impossible wholly to remove 
the blight that past pollutions brought upon the people of the Islands. 
Slowly they are wasting away; even in a year of remarkable health, 
the deaths exceed the births, and the decrease in the number of chil-
dren in the schools is painful. This year there has been a falling off 
from the last of nearly one hundred, and the number now is but about 
one half of what has been sometimes reported.

Rev. J. Porter Green was ordained to the Gospel ministry at Ban-
gor, Maine, July twenty-first. He and his sister, Miss Mary E. Green, 
expect to embark for their island home early in November. They hope 
to oommence immediately a seminary for the instruction of Hawaiian 
females. A  friend in Massachusetts has generously given $500 to


