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Referring to his account of the Female Seminary, as given last 
year, Rev. J. S. Green, in his report, dated July 19th, 1869, says:

“ W ith  unfeigned sorrow I report th e  destruction o f th e  sem inary buildings, 
’ schdol-house, eating and sleeping-roojns, cook-house, th e  greater part of th e fur-
niture, th e piano, melodeoris, school and music books, and nearly a ll th e bedding 
and clothing of the sixty-five pupils b elonging to  th e  schools— all destroyed by 
fire in  a few m inutes, Sabbath day, June 6th. The loss is  little, if  any, short of 
ten  thousand dollars.

“ W h ile  w e mourn th e  loss of property, and more than all, the breaking up of 
th e  school for a lo n g  tim e to come, i f  not perm anently, w e have occasion for gra-
titude that none o f th e children were lost or injured. A ll but one, and she w as 
slig h tly  ill, sat before m e in  th e  house o f God. They had ju st finished reciting  
their Scripture lessons, and I had risen to com m ence th e  exercises o f the after-
noon, w hen th e  cry, ‘ F ire at the Seminary 1 ’ broke upon our ears. The congre-
gation  rose en m a n e ,  rushed from th e house, and hastened to the burning  
building.

“ T h e fire originated in  a sm all bathing-house, at a litt le  distance from the  
school build ing, to th e  windward, w here a fire had never been know n to be 
kindled. The wind b eing very h igh , and every th in g  very dry, in  a few mom ents 
u blackened mass was a ll that w as left o f our beautiful seminary.

“ The loss has awakened a generous sym pathy in  the island com m unity, and 
there seem s to be a determination to rebuild it  w ithout delay. How th is w ill be 
remains to be seen. That the school was a very popular and a very useful insti-
tution can not be doubted.

“ A lthough th e  H awaiian language w as not entirely neglected, th e  E nglish  
was m ainly tau ght, and the girls w ere successfully and rapidly acquiring a 
know ledge of it. There is  an increasing demand for the study of our noble lan-
guage. The native race is  so rapidly decreasing, and foreigners and half-castes 
proportionately increasing, that the study and know ledge o f E n glish  m ay, ero 
m any years, becom e w ell-n igh  an absolute necessity.” , T

1 To show the rapidity with which the native population is decreas-
ing, Mr. Green contrasts the schools of last year with those of 
1 8 4 3 - 4 :

“ In May, 1843, w e numbered 706 pupils, w ho appeared at our exam ination ; in  
September, 729 ; and in  January o f the next year, 792. From  th is date the 
decrease has been constant, till June 30th o f the present year, w hen 170 only ap-
peared a t our public exam ination. The present is an unusually s ickly season, and 
a few children m ay have been unable to attend th e exam ination. S till I doubt 
w hether 200 children of suitable age  to attend school can be found from H uelo to 
K eokea.”

A school under government auspices has been opened during the 
year at Mahawao, designed as a boarding and a manual labor school, 
the pupils of which attend the Sabbath-school of this mission ; and 
until the loss of the seminary building last year, the pupils of these 
two schools, numbering nearly 700, constituted the most interesting 
part of the Sabbath afternoon congregation.

Mr. Green states many facts in confirmation of his belief that the 
policy of substituting native pastors for missionaries was a mistaken 
one, and is working disastrously, confiding the churches to the care 
of unsuitable men, laying aside experienced missionaries, and keep-
ing their sons out of the ministry.

He concludes his report as follows:
“ Our E n glish  congregation is on the increase, and hope is entertained that
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labors in  th is department are not in  vain. N ative congregation has decreased 
from th e loss of the seminary, and the sickness and death of th e  people. A ddi-
tions by profession, t e n ; and tw o by letter. Several individuals propounded at 
Huelo.

“ W e mourn th e loss o f several o f our most prom ising people, of whom  w e have  
hope that they died in  the Lord, and have found it  their eternal gain . In  th e  
bonds o f th e Gospel, your brother, J. S. Gr e e n .”

S IA M  M IS SION .

M i s s i o n a r i e s : Rev. D. B. Bradley, M.D., Mrs. S. B. Bradley; 
Mr. George Graham, Assistant.

As in a number of previous years, this mission has been nearly 
self-sustaining in the use of the printer’s presses, payment for the 
medical services of Dr. Bradley, etc. The services of Mr. Graham 
in the printing-office have contributed to this result.

In the ultimate object of missionary labor, the conversion of men 
to Christ, no visible results are reported. Dr! Bradley says that in 
his missionary experience of thirty-four years he has never witnessed 
such perfect deadness in sin and ruin as now. The Siamese expect 
innumerable ages of jnost intense suffering after this life, yet give no 
heed to the Gospel that offers free and full salvation from all sin and 
suffering.

It can not be but that the Gospel has been faithfully preached 
there by the missionaries of the various societies represented in that 
field; and only a few, a very few, hopeful conversions have yet been 
witnessed. The harvest is not yet.

Our missionaries say, “ It can not be that God is giving us all lively 
hopes of glorious success, to blast them at last. He will ere long, in 
due time, come to redeem Siam.

“ May he give us more of the faith^of the patriarchs, who, though 
waiting long, faltered not at the word of promise.”

CONCLUSION.
•

We close this report with the deep conviction that our labors dur-
ing the year have not been in vain.

Not only do we believe that the workers in the field have been 
faithful and efficient, but that the work itself is vital to the welfare 
of the country and important to the progress of Christianity in the 
world. Emancipation cast forth millions of people without homes or 
help. Justice, humanity, and religion united in an earnest call that 
they be saved from perishing in body and soul. They immediately 
came to sustain new and critical relations to the state; and patriot-


