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E I E jC U T I V E  C O M l h ’T E E .

T h i s  T w e n t y -Se v e n t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  of the A m e r i c a n  M i s s i o n

a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  brings with it an unusual death record. Some of 
the friends from whom we have been called to separate are among 
the earliest and most valued.

L e w i s  T a p p a n  died June 21st. To him, more thail to any other 
man, does the Association owe its existence. He was deeply inte
rested in the anti-slavery missions that preceded it, and that were 
united in its formation; and he was prominent in the movement 
which rescued the A m /s t a d  C a p t i v e s  from the grasp of slavery, and 
which served so largely to arouse the nation to the arrogance and 
potency of the slave-power. His pecuniary benefactions to the Asso
ciation, though large, wer^ the smallest of his contributions to it. 
For years he gave his unrequited services as treasurer; and the best 
efforts of his hand, head, and heart, were devoted to the furtherance 
of its objects.

Mr. Tappan was an Abolitionist, and his zeal in this cause hjt 
identified his name so largely with it that, to some persons, Ire is 
known in no other relations. But he was not a man of one idea. 
Few persons had broader sympathies and activities; he was interested 
in all reformatory measures, especially those against the social vice 
and intemperance, as well as slavery; he was the efficient friend of 
the Tract, Bible, and Missionary Societies; ,he aided in the education 
of young men, and in the endowment of colleges ; being thoroughly 
evangelical in his belief and practical in his piety, he was active in 
revivals of religion and in personal labors for the conversion of souls. 
His pen was always busy, ahd his tracts, entitled “ Be your own 
Executor,” and “ Is it Right to be Rich ?” as well as those written at 
an earlier period against Unitarianism, have not fallen idly to the
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ground. Mr. Tappan was p, man of positive opinions, and fearless in 
their advocacy, having far more reverence for truth than for men ; 
he was undaunted by opposition— nay, seemed rather to gain fresh 
courage as the opposition grew stronger; he instinctively championed 
the weak and the unpopular; with untiring energy and great execu
tive ability he pushed toward his object, outstripping often the 
caution of his friends* and seeming, occasionally, to his opponents, 
severe. We judge not in this; but his leading positions have been 
vindicated in the admissions of some who once most strenuously 
opposed them, and he was permitted to live to see the realization of 
some of the most cherished aims of his energetic and zealous life.

Two days after the death of Mr. Tappan, died Rev. D . B. B r a d l e y ,
M.D., in his distant mission home in Bangkok, Siam. In 1849, Dr. 
Bradley separated from the American Board, and attached himself 
to the American Missionary Association. B y  the use of the printing- 
press he has made the mission almost wholly self-supporting; and, 
by his labors as a translator, he has added largely to the literary and 
religious treasures of Siam, by giving to them portions of the sacred 
Scriptures. He leaves a widow and a son, Rev. C. B. Bradley, to 
carry forward the labors in which he was engaged.

M r s . F r a n c i s , the highly esteemed wife of Rev. C. W . Francis, 
our Missionary in Atlanta, Ga., died, after a lingering illness. Death 
overtook her in San Rafael, Cal., whither her husband had taken 
her, in the faint hope that the climate might benefit her health. 
During the later yeans of her missionary life, the shadows of death, 
gathering around her path, impeded her activities; but her memory 
will long and affectionately be cherished by the church in Storrs 
Chapel, in Atlanta. Miss A l m i r a  B o w r o n , for five years a teacher 
of colored schools in North-Carolina, was called to her rest, April 
29th, in Ridgewood, N. J., where she had gone in impaired health, 
being taken from her loved work while she was meditating enlarged 
plans for usefulness. Rev. W i l l i a m  A. J a c k s o n  died July 22d, in 
Savannah, Ga., whither he had recently gone as a missionary of the 
American Missionary Association. He was bom a slave, and was 
held for a time as the property of Jefferson Davis. After receiving 
his liberty, and a competent English education at the North, he 
became a successful minister at Bcrryville, Va., under the auspices 

I of the Free-Will Baptist Missionary Society. A wider field seemed 
to open to him at Savannah, under the care of the Association; but 
the Master soon indicated that his work on earth was done.

Thirty Life-Members are reported to have died duringrthe year.
Passing from these mementoes of the dead to the labors of the 

living, we find, throughout the work of the Association, a prosperity
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Feeling the burden too heavy for him, he entertained the sugges
tion of having a native pastor ordained and placed over the united 
congregations of Keokea Und Kalepoleka as a union church. The 
experiment was not, however, satisfactory. In less than a year, the 
newly-ordained minister was deposed from the ministry, and the 
station again tendered to Mr. Green. Mr. Green says his congre
gations are diminishing because the race is, though he thinks the 
race ahd the language will last during his life. There is, he says, 
a sifting time in the churches, and numbers of the native ministry 
and of the people are fallihg away from the truth.

The connection of the Association with the .work of Rev. Mr. 
Green in tfce Sandwich Islands is so slight— the assistance given him 
being almost yothing— that to report the church at Makawao as 
belonging to a mission of the Association is liable to convey a wrong 
impresssion.; and, as is found, does so in fact. The Committee have 
concluded, therefore, to report it as substantially self-sustaining, v At 
the same time, they will''be glad to receive and transmit to Mr. 
Green any funds contributed specifically to aid him in his self- 
denying and self-sacrificing work.

SIAM MISSION.

Bangkok, Siam.
ifu a io n a r ic s.— Rev. 1>. B. Bradley, M.D.; Rev. C. B. Bradley; Mrs. Sarah B. Bradley; 

and Mrs. Mary Bradley.

Dr. Bradley died at the mission June 23d, in the seventieth year 
of his age. His death has prevented our receiving our usual annual 
report from this mission.

Dr. Bradley first went to Bangkok, in 1835, as a medical mission
ary, under the care of the American Board. In 1849, he and his col
league, Rev. Jesse Caswell, came under the care of the American 
Missionary Association. Mr. Caswell soon after died. Dr. Bradley ( 
Avas then in this country ; and, while here, Avas married to Miss Sayah^
B. Blachley, of Dane, Wis. On his return to the mission, he was 
accompanied, also, by Professor John Silsby and Rev. L. B. Lane, 
and their wives. These gentlemen retired from the mission in 1854-5, 
and arc now in this country; one is in Alabama, and the other is a 
pastor in Ohio.

The mission property of the Board was purchased by the Associa
tion, consisting of buildings, printing-presses, etc. By the use of the 
printing-office Dr. Bradley has, for the last eighteen years,, made the 
mission almost Avholly self-supporting. Ilis knowledge of the Sia
mese language enabled him to prepare, for general circulation, a
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number o f  Christian  tracts, tran sla tion s o f  pa rts o f  the B ib le, and 
Avorks on m ed ica l and a stron om ica l sub jects. N ex t to  th e  transla
tions o f  the P sa lm s, o f  Isaiah, Jerem iah, P rov erb s, E sth er, and  th e 
Songs o f  S o lom on , an O ld  T e s tam en t H isto ry , and a L ife  o f  C h r ist 
are the m o st im portan t. T h e se  h av e b een  w id e ly  c ir cu la ted  and 
read b y  th e peop le.

H e Avas an in d e fa t ig a b le  la b o re r  in th e se rv ice  o f  Christ, and l iv e d  
and d ied  in th e con fid en t exp ec ta t ion  th a t jthe see d  sow n  in that as 
yet sterile fie ld  Avill a t len g th  b r in g  forth ,m uch  fru it to  the h on or o f  
the Master. T h e  a cce ss ion  o f  h is o ld e s t son  t o  th e m ission^ n ear ly  
two years since, g a v e  h im  g r e a t h ope fo r  th e future, a fu ture he d id  
not live to  see.

In January last, Dr. B ra d le y  Avrote tha t he had ju s t  r e c e iv ed  from  
the press the p r op h e cy  o f  J erem iah  and the b o o k  o f  L am en ta tion s in 
Siamese. T h e tran slation  o f  th e  b o ok  o f  J o b  had b een  com p le ted , t o  
be rev ised b e fore  prin tin g. In  add ition  to th e b o o k  o f  Dan iel, tran s
lated from  th e H eb r ew  b y  Mrs. B rad ley , and p r in ted  at th e m ission, 
she has th is y ear a d d ed  tran sla tion s o f  E sth e r  and the tw o  b o ok s  o f  
Chronicles.

Rev. C. B. B rad ley  has b een  m ak in g  a th o rou gh  rev is ion  o f  th e
N ew  Testam ent, fo r  w h ich  h is a ccu ra te k n ow led g e  o f  th e S iam ese 
and his fine sch o la r sh ip  have Avell p rep a red  him. H is  w ork  lias, 
however, been  retarded, n o t so  m u ch  b y  a cu te s ickn ess a s b y  a p ro s
tration from  w h ich  he h o p ed  so on  to  b e  relieved.

The fact that the S iam ese M iss ion  has n o in tim ate con n e c t ion  w ith  
the grea t Avork o f  th e A sso c ia tion , Avhicli p rov id en t ia lly  has been  
directed to  th e A fr ican  race, and th e  h ith erto  un fru itfu lness o f  S iam  
as a m issionary field, has le d  m any o f  th e fr ien d s o f  the A sso c ia t ion  
to the con v ict ion  tha t th e un ity  o f  th e w ork  and the h app ie st re la
tions o f  th e A sso c ia t ion  to  the g r e a t b o d y  o f  its con tribu tors, w ou ld 
be prom oted b y  r e s ig n in g  th is pa rt o f  its fo re ign  w ork  to  som e oth er 
m issionary organ iza tion . I f  th is can b e  d on e  in any Avay that shall 
be agreeab le t o  ou r rem a in in g  m iss ion a rie s there, th ere can b e  little 
doubt o f  its exp ed ien cy . r

Any con sid era tion  o f  th is sub ject, how ever, a v o u IJ b e  v ery  in com
plete that d id  n o t r e c o g n iz e  th e fa ct that th e sch o la rsh ip  o f  Mr. C.
B. Bradley, th e  fu ll k n ow led g e  w h ich  ev e ry  m em ber o f  th e fam ily  
has o f  the S iam ese lan guage, th e ab ility  o f  Mrs. B rad ley to  tran slate 
d irectly from  th e  IlebreAV, th e tran sla tion s a lready nu d e  o f  m any 
parts o f  the B ib le, and  the fa c ilities fu rn ish ed b y  th e  printing-office 
for p r o v id in g  r e l ig iou s  lite ra tu re in th e S iam ese lan gu age, su p p ly  
peculiarly fav orab le  c on d it ion s fo r ca rry in g  on  the m issionary  w o rk  
there. ^


