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all of wlioin have also been engaged to some extent in preaching.

There is a somewhat prevalent opinion at the North that Con

gregational churches in the South have but a tardy and uncertain
growth. We take the 1i"prty, therefore, of presenting some figures,

showing the relative increase in numbers in that and other fields of
labor. The American Board reports in 1873, as the average addi

tion on profession of faith, for each minister, 4 ; the Home Mission

ary Society, 3 ; the Congregational churches of Connecticut, 5.42 ; all
Congregational churches in the United States, 5; the churches of the
this Association in the South, 11.22, rrrwe than double the hlgh&‘t
tiumber. We do not produce these figures in any spirit of boasting,
but only as vindicating the wisdom of carrying the Gospel and the*
polity of the Puritans to the poor blacks, and as showing that the
South, instead of being unsuited to their grohrth, is remarkably
favorable to iW

The Educational work exhibits a progress marked by such

events as the dedication of Virginia Hall, at Hampton ; the rapid
advance toward completion of Jubilee Hall, at Nashville; the
improvement of the buildings and grounds at Atlanta ; and the
erection and refitting of buildings at Tougaloo. An equally en
couraging fact is the steady progress of the pupils in nearly all the
schools in the South; the attendance, notwithstahding the severe
pecuniary pressure, is equal to past years, with the exception perhaps
oi those in Louisiana, where a variety of causes have, in a measure,
impeded the schools.

Turning our eyes Westward, we discern many evidences that the
Indian tribes are yet/uncivilized, and that the old and bitter contest
between their savage vindictiveness and the white mans frauds,
wrongs and whiskey, is not yet ended; but we can rejoice that the peace
policy of the government, with the cooperation of missionary and re
ligious bodies, is yielding promising fruits in the increased culture of
land, the erection of new and better homes, the adoption of civilized
apparel, and, above all, in the greater interest in schools and the
preaching of the Gospel. L

Our schools among the Chinese on the Western coast are making
commendable progress, and their more direct influence on the con
version of souls is not without good results, as is witnessed by the
ingatherings of Borme of that peculiar race into the churches rear
the schools. At San Francisco, Cal., the religious interest in the

school became so great, as for a time to demand a part of the week
to be devoted to spiritual inquiry, instead of the ordinary studies,
and, as the result, a movement has been set on foot to rent a build
ing in which these converts and inquirers may have a religious hone.
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Much more money is called for, and could be most advantageously

used there, than we can in any way furnish.

In the Foreign field, the Committee have been endeavoring to
carry out the instructions of the last' Annual Meeting, to transfer to
other Boards all our foreign missions except that in Africa, which
was to be enlarged and strengthened as the outgrowth of our
missionary labors among the colored people in America.

The mission at the Sandwich Islands is no longer under the care
of the Association, and that in Siam is providentially closed by the
failure of health of tho only remaining male missionary, Rev. C. B.
Bradley, and his return to America. Morp'difficulty has been found
in closing our relations with the missions in the West-Indies.
Arrangements have been made by which we are relieved of the
cost of the schools, and our connection with the churches will be
terminated as soon as it 'can be done without sacrificing important
interests.  Preliminary steps toward the enlargement of our mis
sions in Africa have been taken.

The return of the Jubilee Singers after their successful, we might
almost say triumphant, career in Great Britain, is one of tl\e marked
events of the year. Few Americans of the white race have had
such a reception as has been accorded to these young ex-slaves,
by persons of highest rank in British society ajust rebuke to the
miserable caste-prejudice that still lingers in this country. Some of
our pert hotel-clerks and self-important railroad conductors could
only, by a fee to the servants, gain admission to the empty rooms
in mansions where the titled owners have welcomed and feasted
these colored people.

The practical results of the visit of the Singers to Great Britain
ae found in the sum of $50,000, with which, it is hoped, Jubilee
Hall may be nearly completed. But the necessity of endowments
ard of more buildings still presses upon us, and the Committee have
authorized the calling of the Singers into the field for another cam
paign of two years.

The National Council of Congregational Churches, in New-
Haven, occupied much of its time in discussing the Report of the
Committee on the Consolidation of the Benevolent Societies. That
Report touched the American Missionary Association at two points :
HFirst, in a resolution emphatically commending it to the continued
confidence and support of tho churches. A substitute was offered,
setting forth that the good work of the Association was now ended,
and that it might well be merged in other societies. After a full
discussion, tho substitute was voted down, and the original resolu
tion was adopted, almost unanimously. A second resolution recom-



