
FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
\

OF  TH E

American Sp^ionafjl i^ o c ia t io n
AMD TH E

\ 1

PROCEED INGS ,A TTHE  ANNUAL MEETING
c

H ELD  IN ^

C H I C A G O ,  ILL.,

OCTOBER 29th to 31st, 1889,
I 4

TOG ETH ER  W ITH  

|£tst of the ftife JjJlerabers
ADDED DURING THE YEAR.

NEW YORK:
PUBLISHED BY THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 

Office, 56 Reade Street.

1889.

THE



42 FORTY-TH IRD  ANNUAL REPORT.

long anc( successful experience, has been chosen a Field Superintendent 
fbr the Southern work, and entered upon his duties at the beginning o f our 
year.

We again make grateful acknowledgment o f our indebtedness to the 
American Bible Society for its grants o f Bibles, and to the Congregational 
Sunday-school and Publishing Society for its grants o f books and lesson 
helps, to our poorer churches and Sunday-schools.

OB ITUARY.

We hate this year to chronicle an unusually large number o f deaths 
among the workers in our field.
• Early in the year, our Gregory Institute, in Wilmington, N. C., was 
sadly afflicted in the death of Mrs. Geo. A. Woodard, the wife o f its Prin
cipal. She'was a most devoted missionary, consecrating her earnestness 
and fidelity to the cause o f Christ.

vi?ry soon after came the tidings of the death o f Prof. Azel Hatch, 
Principal o f our Normal School in Lexington, Ky., who entered his heav
enly rest on the 31st of December, 1888. Prof. Hatch was educated at 
Oberlin College and at the Union Theological Seminary in New York. 
H e entered the service o f this Association in 1876, and occupied honorable 
positions in the schools at Montgomery, Ala., Tougaloo, Miss., and in 
Lexington, Ky. In every post o f duty Mr. Hatch showed himself to be a 
faithful, conscientious and Christian worker, shrinking from no duty.

Mr^. Hattie B. Sherman, the daughter o f Rev. R. F. Markham, died 
January 14th, at her residence in Stockton, Kan. For two years she was a 
missionary o f this Association at Beach Institute, Savannah, Ga., where she 
rendered faithful and efficient service in the education o f the colored 
people.

On Saturday, March 16th, thtj great household at Fisk University was 
suddenly saddened by the announcement of the death of Mrs. Lydia Herrick 
Bennett, who, after an illness o f four weeks, was called to her rest. In 1867, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett gave up their work in a pleasant Northern parish, and 
came to Fisk University, where they labored together for almost twenty-two 
years. During these years, Mrs. Bennett was not only an efficient helper to 
her husband and a wise and tender mother to her children, but contributed 
much to the work o f the school. During the last few years, she gave much 
time and labor to the preparation o f a botanical collection for the Scientific 
Department o f the University. ^

Mrs. Villa (Crumb) Borden died at lier home in Norwich, N. Y. Dur
ing her three years’ service in the work o f this Association at Athens, Ala., 
she was untiring in efforts for the improvement of her pupils.

Mr. A. J. Berger, formerly industrial teacher at Macon, Ga., died at 
Claremont, Virginia, September 2d., at the age o f 66 years.
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Mi&i J. P. Bradshaw, a former teacher at Tougaloo, Miss., passed into 
the better land in August. For five years she bravely battled for life, but 
finally died o f consumption.

Another o f our educated, ponsecrated and useful colored pastors has 
passed away. Rev. Welborn Wright, pastor o f the Second Congregational 
Church o f Lawrence, Kansas, died at his home, August 14th, o f consump
tion. H e was bom  in South Carolina, and had been pastor o f the church 
in Lawrence over six years. H e was a man of thought, earnest in his con
victions, and had acquired a large influence oveV his own people. H is 
church had prospered greatly under his care. H e won the esteem o f the 
white people. Tw o years ago he was elected a member o f the Board o f 
Education o f the city, and proved himself to be a man of good  judgment in 
practical affairs, v.

Rev. Larmon B. Lane, M.D., died at fiis home in St. Charles. 111., Sept. 
15, 1889. He was born in Tallmadge, Qhio, June 21, 18aj**<'^e~'?ludied 
medicine at Cleveland Medical College, and afterwards attended Oberlir^ 
College and Theological Seminary, graduating in 1848. Thelo llow lng year 
he was sent by the American Missionary Association missionary physi- 
cian-to Siam, where he labored faithfully, ministering to soul and body six 
years. In 1855 a severe hemorrhage compelled him to give up the mission
ary work. After a short rest he began his work o f preaching the* gospel. 
H e had successful pastorates in Illinois and Ohio ; afterwards he practiced 
medicine in Geneva and St. Charles, 111.

After our General Survey was in type, O ctober 18th, we were startled 
by the telegraphic announcement of the sudden death from typhoid fever 
o f Prof. Edward S. Hall, one o f ou>-Field Superintendents. Mr. Hall had 
been one year in the service o f the Association, and had already shown 
himself to be a man of varied and remarkable capabilities— not only skilled 
in the management o f schools, but familiar in an unusual degree with the 
practical work o f building and repairing school and church edifices. H is 
services have beeminvaluable to the Association, and it will be difficult to 
supply his place. As a man o f noble Christian character and consecration 
to the work entrusted to him, he had won our highest esteem.


